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Werren, Ohio.maf.ath,if
{y deaxr Sallie,

Your letter ef the 7th inst. is Just received.In reply i will

: s !
say thet en Febr.9th I wrete te the State Badk &nd Trust Ce. as fellews:

"Ireceived teday a letter frem Mr.Turley, sazing you are prepering te make a
final settloment as administrater ef ithe estate of my father,Thsrefers I sup-
pese it is the prdver time to say that I relinguish eny 0laim I mey have om
any part of the estate en acceunt ef any share I may be entltled te in Wwaat
has boen designated as the Centingent fand,ugdar the will eof hy grandfathsr,
Green Clay;and I request that yeu distribute the funds in your hands as if ne
such claim existed?

Se yeu see I have relinguished it, and have me right en earth te indicato hew
it shall be distributed.The executers will have 4o dezide that by their ewa
interpretation ef the law.Yeu will remember, if yeu think of it, that I teld

youu,and I think the ether members ef the family, that I intended not te have
any share in tlie Centingent fund,net as a matter ef principle, but 2a a matter
of taste.I am resdy te pay my share of Dr.k erry'“ b111l as seen as I kunew what
it is.As for debts that the Committee did 2ot incur, I held myself in né.man-

ner responsible for, and shall net cencern myself abeut them.

As fer my share eof the $800, I have net relinquished it, and it ean be placed
te my oredit inm the bank, and I will send a check for wist -I ewe Warfield.

I learned yesferday that the President had given the appcintment &8 Ministey
Switzerlard te Brutus, and I am rejeicing with him.I suppese there is ne deubt
that the Semate will confirm the appointmenx.l'received a’letter frem Brutus

\

-and Lalls a few days ege,and I am geing te send it first te Mary Cellins and




agk herteo send it te you. g
£

I am very serry Mary is thinking eof threwing geed memey after bad by carryiné

that suit to Lhe Court of Appeals.l hope she will be dissusded frem. it.

I find I am just as busy all the time as I can stard.l de a good deal in the

effice, and thea I want to keev all my werk in ¥y.geing.I am now concermed

about sewing my slfalfa.dow is the greund dryizng out?I shall order the seed

threugh Cevingtor & Armeld, sad I find 1t is higher than clever and takes

several times as much % e > 3 Fibk o ¢f sewing only helf ef the

field.
You do net v hew all t! Pamily are, St uvpese they are in their
usual health.

Give my love to all, and write soen.

Your affecticnate sister,




TOW

plowghin
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189 N.Mill st,, Lexington, Xy.
June bt, I919,
iy dear sSallie,
Well, the Anthony smed ment ms passed the Senate!

I thought you would be intersst ed to knew how I would aet, now that the
submission to the states is an ac complishel fact; so I am writing to say
that I have just fin ished two letters, one to Mrs,Breekinridge and the
other to lirs.Foster, se ceretary of the Fayette E.R.A., telling them thet T
withdraw from the Ientucky E.R.A., and resign my place on the Eivisory 3=

Board of the Xy.E.R.A. and my [re sidecy of the Fayette K.R.A, I ex-
rlain that as the 3cards of th VA.7.S.A and the Xy.E.R-A, have deelared
in favor of ratifieation of the Arfo nyemenim ent there is no longer any
consistency for a firm believer in “tf rightts, as I am, in remaining
in these assoeiations, even though thee h as been no ehange in their

ecnstitutions to whieh 1 subseribed,

I suppose you are with your blue grase seed. I thank you for
your letter reminding of ¢ aspproashing seascn; but Green had al-
ready agreed to strip mine for me on the terms of last year,

I am getting very anxious about hearing from annie. The trial

was to come off May 26th, and T have been expeeting a letter daily ever

write me a few lines to tell me what has happened.

I expeet to eome over shout the I6 or I7th of this month to see
about eutting my wheat. I have some things in whieh I am mueh interested
here, so that unless it is necessary I will not eome sooner. I have
not yet got any one to eut it for ume; 30 if you kmow any arrangement
I ean make, let me know, though I have written to »iddel and also to
Creen tc let me hear-also. Green says Jane will not eome tidll July,

8o I will stay down on the farm until she somes. I hope Mary and all

of you remain well, Love to all,

YouT H,ffect

‘Onate sister,













/Le:ington,

hey I il X aat for us o
withont
I think

myvssl? s vies-president; dut

better to act on the judgment of the others. Dater

in time to go before the

g b R ¢

Touisville have deeided to Kk
the Federal amendment and wha$
nay want when the lag slature meets, They have fmmit
ti1l Congress submits the Federal amendment eor éﬁjﬁy;-
cide to ask for a state amendment,. That is, they are
ing to hold in their own hands the deeiaion whether ever te submit a
stote amendment. Mrs.Breekinridge is very mush vexed; but I do not see
ecan 4o to heln herself. I shall tell her our plans explieitly
nave net yet found suitable opportunity.
have asked a few of the olger suffragists to go with us,- Mrs.dary X
rs.reston, Mrs.Harbisen, Mrs.MeQuaid, Mrs.Fester , Mrs.0ld-
Mrs.0ldham is going to try to get some of the suffragists from
%¥inehester to join us. Every one seems to think it is the right sore

step to take, T have not yet asked for a hearing, dbut I think it

will be granted; if not, the newspaper W i be able to get
1 shell ssk her £ & 4 jpip us ¢ B

will do us mueh geod.

ainee Miss Gorden thinks you meant your money for the dues ¢’ &

(™

braneh I woO vt it stay that way; and if you ehoose jou can g t

members in time for the Demeereatie eonvention,




%

ant you to meke 2ll of your plans to some over and to hring others

hore yo ire sueh a w|

o

. =
me, and
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B9 N.Mill st., Lexington, Xy.
Jan,22nd, I917,.
My dear Sister,
I received your letter Saturday; but as I was much
occupied, I could not answer it sooner than toduy, as you asked me,
You ask me to "help to get some bills introduced into Congress fro
the protection of women in voting at Federsl elections under the I4th AmeR
ment",
#hile you do not say so, I suppose you mean bills founded on
the argument you use. At the risk of repeating what I have said to
you before, I will say that I do not think your argument conclusive,
The Supreme Court has discuseed and decided that the right of suffrage
of any sort is "not one of the necessary rigkigxams privileges and immu-
nities guaranteed to citizens by the I4th ‘mendment", If it is not one
of the "necessary privileges and immunities” it is of no great mpottance
that , by your inferences, they have since decided that the right to
vote fer some citizens is #erived from the Federal ondtitution,
I do not think your quotation from Judge Gray is conclusive, either, as
I take it, Judge Gray meant that when certem citizens hed been granted
the right to vote at U.sS.7lecfions their right to do so could be protected
by the U.S.Constitution. But as women have not been granted that right
this is no profit to them., Rven if you are correct in what you think
Judge Gray meant, yet other people do not take the saeme view as he, and
a8 he never had the authority to decide what the Supreme Court meant, it
would be necessary that other people besides himself should take that vie¢
I probably have szid all this, snd more, to show why I do not coincide

with your views; so now I shall amplify only to say that I think there

are some practical political reasons why it is not desirable to try to
L]

get woman suffrage on the I4th Amendment, The I4th and I5th Amendments




2,
are exceedingly obnoxious to the Southern ~emocratic States, Fven “en,
Lodge has recently publicly stated that they were great failures in

gsome important particulars., Now to attempt to enlarge the force of

the I4th by & construction which has been denied by the Supreme Court,

end which woudd have almost as much effeft a8 a new Federal ‘mendment, xxh
with the further disadvantage than if sucp constructions can be put upon
it the country has no security against some new and unexpected devel-
opments at eny time, seems to me would arouse popular objections far

more vigorous than the S.A.Anthony /‘mendment, which would give complete
suffrage at once,without further complications. As you know, we have no
power to force Congress to, pass a law wshich is perfectly clemr to be with
in their vnower. How much less could we persuade them to tuke & risk of
passing what might be an unconstitutional law, and which is certuin to
rouse the most violent opposition and resentment among lhe constitutients
of many fhé members.

If we should try to frame & bill which is founded on some argument

different from yours, I shall simply say that T do not know of any other

waicn 18 now used. I think the suffragists generally have abandoned

hope of getting any help from the I4th ‘mendment. All these reasons

make it impossible for me to comply with your request.T will only add
that I have been scrupulous in avoiding any antagonism to your bill in

my attempts to draw attentionto the claim founded on the Ist Article of

the Federal Constitution. The Bill introduced by Sen. Owen is still be-

fore this Congress; though it seems that “en,Owen is not working to push

S sy & 5 L ki S s
&8 he said he was ready to do at St.Louis. I suppose he is not wil-

ling to push it unless the large body of suffragists urge him to do so:

énd the National seems bent only of the S.B.Anthony Amendment, Personaly

I intend to await the developments of this ongress, I feel it almost

hopeless to Jfight for enything the National does not sustain, 7Possibly
1 ]

if it finds it cannot do anything with the Anthony ‘mendment, it may be
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CIRCULAR LETTER

T g G

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL AMERICAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE
ASSOCIATION

RelBifigy 1 S

MRS. JAMES BENNETT

bl o i

A) not think that many persons know that in 1871, Miss Susan B.
Anthony and some other ladies claimed that under our Federal Constitution
as altered by the adoption of its 14th Amendment, women had a legal right to
vote at public elections, and petitioned Congress to make a federal law pro-
tecting them in the exercise of that right.

So I now write to you, and to other members of our National American
Woman Suffrage Association, to call your attention to the above mentioned
fact, and to some decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States that
bear upon it, in the hope that I may thereby induce you to join with me and
some other ladies, in signing a Memorial in which we request our National
American Woman Suffrage Association to adopt at its next annual convention
the same Resolution in regard to the 14th Amendment of our National Consti-
tution that it adopted at its annual convention of 1914 and of 1916.

A Resolution which said:—“We petition Congress to protect women
againt State denial of the right of citizens of the United States to vote for
Members of Congress, Presidential Electors and United States Senators in
the State wherein they reside, by making federal laws in pursuance of that
clause of the 14th Amendment of our National Constitution which says:—
No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or
immunities of citizens of the United States.’’

Miss Susan B. Anthony tells us in her Wmoan Suffrage History, Vol. I,
pages 497 and 498, that on December 12, 1871, she, Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
Isabella Beecher Hooker, Elizabeth L. Blanden, Olympia Brown and Josephine
S. Griffen, “united in a Memorial, which was presented in the Senate and refer-
red to the Judiciary Committee, asking for a recognition of the rights of
women under the 14th Amendment” . . . . . That this Memorial was
addressed to “The Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States in Congress assembled,” and read as follows:—“The under-
signed citizens of the United States, believing that under the present Federal
Constitution all women who are citizens of the United States have the right to
vote, pray your honorable body to enact a law during the present session,
that shall assist and protect them in the exercise of that right.”

The “14th Amendment” referred to in the above mentioned Memorial is




that clause of this Amendment which says:—“No State shall make or enforce
any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the
United States.”

And in 1875, the Supreme Court of the United States decided in the case
of Mrs. Virginia L. Minor that this clause of the 14th Amendment did not
annul the word “male” in the Constitutions of our States which confined the
right to vote for Members of Congress and Presidential Electors to men, and
thereby enable women to have a legal right to vote for these federal officers,
as counsel for Mrs. Minor claimed that it did.

And the Court decided this, by holding or deciding in its Slaughter-House
cases decision of 1873, that the above quoted clause of the 14th Amendment
only prohibited States from making or enforcing laws which deprived citizens
of such rights as “owed their existence to the Federal Government, its
national character, its Constitution or its laws,” and then deciding that the
right to vote for Members of Congress and Presidential Electors did not owe
its existence to our Federal Constitution, by deciding that the Constitution of
the United States did not confer the right of suffrage upon “any one,” by
using the below quoted words in the conclusion of its Minor vs. Happersett
decision of 1875:—“Being unanimously of the opinion that the Constitution of
the United States does not confer the right of suffrage upon any one, and
that the Constitutions and laws of the several States which commit that
important trust to men alone, are not necessarily void, we affirm the judgment
of the Court below.”

But the Supreme Court held in the first part of its Minor vs, Happersett
decision of 1875, that the above quoted clause of the 14th Amendment “pro-
hibited” our States form making or enforcing any law which deprived female
citizens of the United States of any right that did owe its existence to our
Federal Constitution.

And in 1884, this Court decided that the right to vote for Members of
Congress and Presidential Electors owed its existence to our Federal Con-
stitution, by deciding in the case of Ex Parte Yarbrough of 1884, that the
right to vote for these federal officers was secured to citizens by the Original
Constitution of the United States.

So the Supreme Court has now held in its combined Minor vs. Happersett
and Ex Parte Yarbrough decisions that the 14th Amendment “prohibited”
our States from making or enforcing any law which deprives female citizens
of the United States of a right to vote for Members of Congress and Presi-
dential Electors.

And since the right of private citizens to vote for United States Senators
owes its existence to the 17th Amendment of our Nationtl Constitution, the
14th Amendment prohibits our States from making or enforcing any law
which deprives women of a legal right to vote for United States Senators,
as well as of a legal right to vote for Members of Congress and Presidential
Electors.

And by doing this, the 14th Amendment has annulled the word “male” in
the Constitutions of the majority of our States which confined the right to
vote for Members of Congress, Presidential Electors and United States Sen-
ators to men, and thereby left their women in possession of a legal right to
vote for these federal officers. Just as the removal of the word “male” from
the Constitutions of eleven of our States as a qualification for voting, has

left their women in possession of a legal right to vote for Members of Con-
gress, Presidential Electors and United States Senators.

Because the 14th Amendment is a part of our Federal Constitution, which
is the supreme law of this land, “any thing in the Constitution or law of any
State to the contrary notwithstanding,” as its 6th Article expressly declares.

The reason that women cannot exercise their legal right to vote for the
above named federal officers in the majority of our States at the present time,
is because these States are enforcing laws which forbid their officers to reg-
ister the names of women as legal voters at federal as well as at state elec-
tions. And because Congress has refused or neglected to make federal laws
under the 14th Amendment to protect their women in exercising their legal
right to vote at federal elctions, as our National American Women Suffrage
Association has petitioned Congress to do.

I say, as this Association has petitioned Congress to do, because soon
after the Supreme Court decided in the case of Ex Parte Yarbrough of 1884,
that the right of citizens to vote for Members of Congress and Presidential
Electors owed its existence to our Federal Constitution, Miss Anthony ap-
pointed me chairman of the “Federal Suffrage Committee” of our National
Amrican Woman Suffrage Association, and made it the duty of this Com-
mittee to petition Congress to make federal laws under the 14th Amendment
to protect women against State denial of the right of citizens of the United
States to vote at federal elections in the State wherein they reside.

And from that day down to the present time this Association has con-
tinued to petition Congress to do women this justice.

We have recently been advised to stop petitioning Congress to make
federal laws under the 14th Amendment to protect women against State de-
nial of the right of citizens of the United States to vote at federal elections
in the State wherein they reside, and to go to asking the Supreme Court to
protect women against State dnial of this right.

But Congress made federal laws to protect colored men in exercising the
rights that were guaranteed to them against State denial by the 13th and
15th Amendments of our National Constitution, and the 14h Amendment is
like these two, in that it provides that Congress must enforce its provisions
by “appropriate legislation.”

And the Supreme Court has declared this to be a fact, by using the below
quoted words in speaking of the 14th, 13th and 15th Amendments in its Ex
Parte Virginia decision 1879: “It is not said the judicial power of the General
Government shall extend to enforcing the prohibitions and to protecting the
rights and immunities guaranteed. It is not said that branch of the Govern-
ment shall be authorized to declare void, any action of a State in violation of
the prohibitions. It is the power of Congress which has been enlarged. Con-
gress is authorized to enforce the prohibitions by appropriate legislation.
Some legislation is contemplated to make the Amendments fully effective.”

Hoping that I may receive a favorable reply from you, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

ST LA Bainalt

Richmond, Kentucky, February 22, 1917.
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believed it would be a telling policy if we made a strong appesal to

men of all parties to be loyal to their party pledges and make woman

suffragexarxtSRRe o party issue, whereby they could surely win at
the polls and relieve women of the hardships of struggling for the
rights solemnly pledged to them, and add the burden of that to what
ey are alreuady bearing from the war; that, as Pre.7ilson has pointed
it is a war exigency, and the men ought not to require such
efforts from women. By tais me&ns, v would escape large campaigh
éxpenses, and be much more certain of victory.
Irs.South said she had the presidentisl suffruge drawn up &nd
ady to introduce when she received s
t Fy.should not ask for it; so she he
3oard meeting,
Next day we found that its.Henning had a sick child,
irs.Leech has tonsilitis, und could not come, Jrs,Judah and
howell ctme, and lMrs, ¥hiteside ceme in for a little 1ile,but
she was going to Yew Vork for some months to study to
paying position, and could stay ly & short time. Neither
‘rs.Alderson nor !rs. Post came. S0 we wernld not have had & guorum ex~
cept tI ve agreed that we would take the votes

-

and Henning over the 8phone, | und immediately that

-
i

with me in opposing callirg an smergency convantion.
sufficient notice had been given at Lexington that su

might be cualled. However, I got the ruling that only delegates elec-

ted to the convention at Lexington, even if they did not g0, were eli-

gible for the emergency convention, They seem willing to meet in

Frankfort, though I cilsimed they ought to meet in Lexirngton, However,

any opposition wcvld be useless, and only cause frietion, I

pass, I voted"no " to the emergency convention, 7Then we deci-

ded that we would first get & vote by mail to eligible delegates, a8f=-

(Over)




d. £
1L

.ing postponement as follows :Moved; That the intent and purpose of the
above motion to call an Fmergency Convention shall be accomplished tem-

porarily, if feasible, by a letter sent by the president of the
Ky.E.R.A, to every delegate entitled to vote at the Emergency Con-
vention, briefly stating the emergency whieh seems to call for further

consideration of the instruction of the annual con;ention of 1917 to
submit in the Ky. Legislature now in session bills to grant presiden=

tial suffrage; and to submit a state Constitutional Amendment; and to

postpone till the I5th of February action on these instructions, If

any further action be necessary, then to call a meeting of the Bo&rd/

I think they expect the majority vote to rescind the sction of the
Lexington convention,
In the discussions, they noticed that I said that the question
now belonged to others besides the suffragists; and Mrs. Judah ssked
me the direct question if I felt myself free to aid in a demend from
such persons in asking for a fulfiliment of the party platforms, I an=-
swered that she was asking me a personal question sbout what I
thought as an individual, but I answered that I would not feel free to
do so as an officer of the Ky,E,R.Asso,, but that I did not think
my liberty of action as an individual was limited by what the Asso,
might decide to do, @ emphasized the fact that I considered the ac=
tions of the Natiomml as violating a clause in the constitutiona which
if broken by one section of the Asso, ceased to be binding upon the
other, I think they were somewhsat surprised by my statement, though I
do not think it will change their resolution, However, other things
may happen between now end the ISth of Febr., and I am going to hope
that juste® counsels will prevail, I moved a resolution that if the
Federal Amendment passed the U.S.Senate the Ky.E.R.A, should immedi=-
ately try to have it ratified. It seems this was overlooked in the

Lexington convention; and by my motion I showed that I intended to be




4, i ,
faithfull to the rights of those who believe in the Federsl Amend, only
Just as I am demanding that others should be fair to those who are
in favor of State action,

This was sbout all the important busines transacted., T .was made
chairman of the Prize Contests, and T am going to conduet .tham like
Mrs.Roark has done in the Normal at Richmond,

Give my love to all. I hope you and Mary are both well, I was
glad to be assured by Helen that you considered you had recovered from

the sprain you got in VWVashington$

Affectionately your sister,

3<6LL4A/LLL— éﬁii;;f.
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I89 W.M1ill st,, Lexington, Ky.
Febr . 8th, 1918,
My dear sallie,
I was glad to get your letter of Febr.3rd, with
clipping from the Courier)J.
You and I have come to about the same conclusion es to fight-
ing the Federal imendment, I am strongly attached to the States
Rights doctrine; but I feel that I am helpless unless the dominant
political sentiment sustains it; and I am not going tp beat my head
against a stone wall, I have dismissed that part of the suffrage
questiong from my sense of responsibility. But I am deeply regret-
ful that our Board did not feel obligation to carry out the instruc-
tions of our state convention, but set them aside at the didtation of
the National ‘sso. In a day or two I suppose you will receive
& copy of the minutes of the Board meeting. You will observe that
I voted "No" to all acts contrary to the convention; and I made it
perfectly clear that I would,individually hold myself unhampered by
the vote of the majority which were conftrary to the instructions of
the convention. Therefore, if I should see anything hopeful in the
state amendment brought in by Sen.Richardson I shall feel free to
co-operate to the extent of my ability. I was glad that Mrs.South
chose Elise as Corresponding Secretary. She did not announce her
choice till the vvoting was over; so Elise is not involved in those
votes,
Now about the vote in the Congress: It seems to me so evident
that the passage ky 6f the Federal Amendment and its ratification
by the states would be a great Republican véctory, and that if wom-
en suffrage plays as important a part in politics as negro suffrage
did, that it would mean the defeat of the Democratic party national-
ly for a generation that as the days go by I em beginning to be
shaken in my thought that the Democrats are going to a2llow the credit
of the success of woman suffrage to go to the Republicans. I do not
believe, and I shall not believe until I see it done, that having
the game in their hands tthey will give the triumph to Republicans,
I am inclined to think, rather, that they are playing a game of pol-
itics whioch I do not understand with my limited means of information,
I do know that the Senate is not acting as soon as I expected it
would,

Have you read the open letter from Roosevelt to the Republican
Senators, in which he already claims the prestige for the vote in
Congress for the Republicans? It is printed in the last "oman's Cit-

izen. You should keep up your reading of that paper in these times.
If that letter does not rouse the Democrats to seeing the result of
what they are doing, it is either because they are wilfully blind, »
or that they are playing a Bame of their own, I think nothing can
save the credit to the Democratic party except a végorous policy of
giving suffrgge by state action. If they cast aside states rights
and their St,Louis platform at one and the same time, they deserve
defeat and I ah not going to mourn over their defeat, though I shall
mourn over the injury to states rights,
I enclose a letter from Anne which I received lately.
Give my love to all, and with much to yourself, I am
Your affectionate sister,
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189 N,Mill st,, Lexington Ky,
Jan,I8th, 1918,
My dear Sallie,
I thank yau very much for the clipping about the
cotton seed meal. If I decide to order, I will telephone "arfield.

About the State Amendment: I think you are taking altogeth-
er too much for granted in supposing that Congress will submit the
S.B.Anthony Amendment. Only the House has rassed it. By last ac-
counts, the necessary majority in the Senate still lacks eight
votes pledged to pass it. The Senate may refuse to pass it, Then,
we c&n have no idea at all whether it will ever be ratified by
three fourths of the state legislatures, Meny think that Congress
may submit it merely to get rid of the importunity of the suffra-
gists, in the expectation that the state legislatures will not ré
ratify it. In any case, it may hang on for many years, as you
saw that the convention in Washington laid plans for years to ocome
how to force the states to ratify, Now I think we have a good
chance in Xentucky to pass a state amendment without any humili-
ating campaigns to force the legislature to ratify the S.B.Anthony
Amendment in years tc come. The parties are so evenly divided now,
that with the aid of the declarations of both National platforms,
Pres.Wilson's influence on the Democrats, and party rivalry on
both parties, together with the influ nce of the war, that a vic-
tory at the polls in the fall of I9I9 seems very hopeful to me,
As for the waste of money and effort; we have now in hand
and reliable pledges enough money to make & good campaign in I9I8,
Then if the Federal Amendment passes Congress and is ratified by
36 state legislatures in the early months of I9I9, the campaign
will stop automatically, But if it is not ratified by that time,
then it is very desirable that Ky. should be among the enfran-
chised states, which. it could be by & victory for the state amend-
ment in November of I9I9,
I do not think money would be wasted by a campaign far one year
in ¥entucky. For as you know very well, suffrage sentiment im not
strong enough in Xy, to give any promise of vietory either for the
National imendment or the State amendment without the influence
of political motives and the effect of women's work in the war,
But if suffrage activity should now stop in the states, particular-
ly in the southern states, the politicians might well begin to
hope that after all they could defeat suffrage for many yesrs yet,
&t 'ny rute; and the fear of not making the greatest party advan-
tage out of being forward in the grant would be removed. But if
they see active state work as well as active national work they wil
realize that it is only a metter of time, and they had better be
looking out for their party interests, President 7ilson will not
be in the "hite House to help us materially after this kegislature;
and the war may cease, thereby taking away that influence, also,

You need not be in any doubt about what the Prohibitionists wish,
They are fighting very hard for the State ‘mendment, though their
“ational campasign must close in seven years. TYhey are not willing
to wait even seven years fro prohibition to g0 into effect; where-
as the Federsal Suffrage bill will hang on an indefinite number of
yeers, and may 'never pass at all; and all the time Ky. will be
disfranchised, while if we work now we may be enfranchised in 1919/
Love to all,
Your affectionate sister,
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Goodloe and Forbes Answer Green Clay on Road Tax Issue

To the Editor Daily Register:

Dear Sir:—Much discussion, pro
and con, is proceeding as to the
proposed extra tax of 20c
hundred dollars for roads and
bridges to be voted on by the
people at the November election
and as much more discussion
will sheculd before
election day I think it is my du-
ty as County Judge of Madison

County to state the reasons, as I
see them, for the calling of the

per

and come

election by the Fiscal Court.
No answer can be made to the
assertion that taxes are high
enough already, nor to the fact
that money is wasted in con-
ducting almost every public work
from the smallest unit like a
school district to the national
government at Washington City
and T shall not attempt to dis-
cuss these features in this state-
ment but will briefly state the
case as it confronts the Fisc
Court and the Court only desires

in calling the election to place

al

the problem where it properly

Lelongs, before the people of
Madison county.

There are within the county,
pikes or roads that are now or
Lave been what is called macad-
emized, 294 miles of which
Richmond-Winchester
Richmond-Irvine
Richmond-1
Richmond-Lexington
Richmond-Nicholasville
Richmond-Mt. Vernon....
Kingston-McKee

/‘making in 21l 86 1-2 miles, have
been designated as a part of the
state primary inter-county seat
roads by act of the legislature
at the 1920 session.) ~—
/‘fhis 86 1-2 miles has been ab-
sorbing and will continue to ab-
sorb under the present system
8C per cent of our income, leav-
ing only 20 per cent for the oth-
er 207 1-2 miles of pike. It is
perfectly apparent that the &0
per cent for the inter-county
scat roads and the 20 per cent
for the remaining 207 1-2 miles
are wholly inadequate. The State
Aid plan plainly stated is this:
The State says if Madison coun-

'ty will put vp 5(‘)"5“9 with her she

. . T
will build our roads and when

completed will maintain them.
In one sweep ridding the coun-
ty of 80 ver cent of her road
&) Next, where does the
Q),t her part of this fund?
/]v‘mm the auto license and gas
' tax only, which produces $3,000,-

000 the

Madison coanty pays about $35,-

000 annually which we can get

w
R
W

ancaster

)

B -
] ;
NN N N

—

annually, and of sum

back only Ly acceptingmher prop-
Geition for State Aid; otherwis'c\

it goes out of Madison county
and some other county will get
it. It will have to be paid out

and whether we bring it back or
not is for the people to decide.
After we once get our roads
built it will come back without
any further outlay on our part,
for the maintenance of these
roads.

This will leave the county in
the new position of having only
207 1-2 miles of the secondary
roads with the present fund and
the use of the entire force of
men and :machinery of the coun-
ty for maintenance.

Next, how is this money to be
spent? Ill state, after the
county :i(::"*ﬁt;aﬁj\" proposition,
advertises for bids and lets the
contract at Frankfort and the

work is done by contract under
_State supervision and on demand

of the State f)vp;u’lmcnt the

Fiscal Court directs a check to

be the treasury for

the county's partl) Neither the

Fiscal court nor the Road Engin-

drawn on

ecer will have anything to do
with the spending of this money
and do not want to, as the Road
Engineer has all he can properly
attend to.

An erroneous idea has gotten
into the of

citizens that the tax is to build

minds many of our
the Richmond and McKee road
The tax is for

of

all our state roads of which the

that is not so.
the purpose of taking care

McKee road is one.

$100 assessment pays 20 cents
tax; $1,000 pays $2; $10,000 pays
$20 averaging 12 cents per acre
for the lands of this county.

The State Department says it
vill put up 50-50 with the coun-
ty They fiave been doing it
they are .loing it, and they have
the money—your auto license
and mine, and the tax on the gas
you and I burn, so why question
that fact? It is going anyhow.
Shall we bring it back for our
roads or let it all go to some
other county?

I have tried to put all the facts
Lefore yon plainly and clearly
without arguing either for or
against the tax so you may stu-
dy the question for yourself, but
if there is any point not clear I
shall glad to the
with any man who de-

be discuss
question
sires to do so.
excuses a man might give

voting for or against the
g

There are many
for
tax,
but this is too big an issue for
excuses—
v.hichever way you may vote,
have a REASON and not an ex-
cuse. J. D. GOODLOE

From Mr. Forbes
To the Editor of the Register:
Sir:—Referring to Mr. Green
Clay’s letter in last Saturday’s
Register regarding the proposed
20 cent road tax:

any one to stoop to

few miles of good road.

Mr. Clay is entitled to the
thanks of both sides for starting
this discussion, for it is only by
a full and frank discussion of
relative

be

the proposal that its

merits and demerits can

shown.

Mr. Clav’s letter,
contains several errors which
should be corrected. 1In
regard to the farmer who does
not live on an inter-county seat
road, nearly all of the people in
the

however,

have to travel one
Rich-
mond, and the improvement of
these roads will be a direct ben-
efit to them regardless of wheth-

county
of these roads to get to

er or not their own roads are
The case cited by
Mr. Clay of the farmer who pays
$10,000 may
well be considered. This

farmer undoubtédly owns an au-

improved.
on a assessment

very

tomobile and the pmount he will
save in the operation of his car
will easily be more than $20 per
vear ,even if he has only three
or four miles of good road to
travel out of a possible nine or
ten.  This 1s not taking into con-
sideration the money saved on
the cost of getting his produce
to market with a good road part
of the way or the saving in time
will result from even a
As to
this man’s
farm $120 in six years, it would

vhich
increasing value of

be a small improvement which
would not cause that much in-
crease (about 1 1-4 per cent) in
the value of any farm and it is
a known fact that good roads
increase property values all over
a county, even to lards not di-
rectly touched by these roads.

It a8, inconceivable
in case this tax is voted and the
proceeds applied to inter-county
scat roads, that there will not be
improvement in the
As matters stand
now the Court feel, very wisely,

however,

extonsive
other roads.

that they must match as much
state money as possible, in order
te get as much road as possible
for the money which they have
available in the regular
fund. With, the entire
of inter-county seat roads off
tleir hands, the regular road
fund, accruing from the 25-cent
levy, can be applied to nothing
but other than inter-county seat
roads.

road
mileage

Mr. Clay makes a point of the
fact that the money received
from the state and federal aid
comes out of the taxpayers pock-
etts nowin various forms. This
is true. 1t is also true that they
will continue to pay their auto-
nmiobile license tax, their cne cent
per gallon gasoline tax and their

three cent ad valorem tax re-
gardless of whether they wvote
the 20-cent road tax or not. But,
if they do not provide some way
to match the state and federal
aid funds, the money paid in
these taxes will be spent in other
counties than Madison, while if
funds are provided to match the
state and federal aid, this money
will be spent at home on our own
roads.

As regards the Richmond-Mc~
Kee road, it is admitted that the
opening of this road will benefit
Richmond merchants. So also
will it benefit Berea merchants,
and the entire southeastern part
of the county. And Richmond,
Berea and the southeastern part
of the county pay a large part of
the county tax and are entitled
to consideration as much as any
part of the county. No especial
favors are asked for the McKee
road, but simply that it be built
as a part of the State Primary
system, to which it belongs.

{ As regards maintenance of
roads, rather than constructing
new ones, it should be known,
but perhaps™ is not“”g‘éncrélly_
known, that the State Highway
Deparfment has a complete and
excellent maintenance depart-
ment, and that this department
takes over all roads of the State
seat)
system as soon as they are built
up to State standards, and main-
tains them from that time om,

Rrimary (®r inter-county

“Without expense to the ceunty.

And the maintenance question is
receiving constant attention as
regards state roads. As for the
maintenance of our county roads,
in most cases these roads have
passed beyond the maintenance
stage and muct be reconstructed
before they can be maintained.
There is no use in putting a new
roof on the barn when the frame
is rotten. Further, it is not pro-
posed to build any new roads un-~
der this tax system except the
three miles from the end of the
present Big Hill pike to he Jack-
son county line but to recon-
struct our ok pikes so that they
can be maintained. The McKee
road is estimated to cost $60,-
000 in Madison county, $30,000
of which is to be paid by the
county or 10 per cent of the
amount to be raised by the pro-
posed tax. Surely the southeast-
ern part of the county is entitled
to 10 per cent of this money.

State aid and Federal aid truly
spells money out of the Madison
county taxpayers’ pockets; mon-~
ey which will be spent in other
counties and leave Madison for-
ever unless we can match State
and Federal aid as offered.

H. deB. FORBES.
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