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Oklahoma, Okla., Jan 19, 1909.
Dear Comrades :—

The Socialist Party stands unequivocally for woman’s suffrage. The last national convention, as well as the
recent state convention, adopted resolutions clear and emphatic on the subject.

At the last meeting of the National Executive Committee, held at Chicago on Dec. 18, 19, and 20, 1908, they
passed the following:

g MOTION. !
/ “That we recommend to all locals of the Socialist Party, to set aside the last Sunday in February, 1909, for;)
;{' the purpose of a demonstration in favor of woman’s suffrage.” Adopted. 7
\ MOTION.

; “Whereas, the first day of May has been set apart by the International Socialist and Labor movement as a

day for demonstration and agitation in favor of a shorter work day, and

“Whereas, in the course of time this day has come to stand as a general International holiday of the Socialist
and Labor movement, and particularly as a day against restricted suffrage, therefore be it g

“RESOLVED, that we recommend that all locals of the Socialist Party make the subject of woman’s suffrage’
and restricted suffrage a part of the program for the May Day celebration.” Adopted.

MOTION.

“That the National Secretary be instructed to send a circular letter to all locals in due time calling attention
to these resolutions.” Adopted.

The legislature of Oklahoma is now in session and a bill has been introduced to submit for referendum to the
voters of the state an amendment to the State Constitution which shall enable women to vote on equal terms with
men. The Woman’s Suffrage Association is making a valiant fight against heavy odds for the passage of this bill
and are circulating petitions to the legislature in support of the measure.

Every additional sheet of signatures to the petition will increase the chances for favorable consideration of the
measure by the Legislature. T am enclosing several blank petitions and trust that you will be able to secure a
large number of signers in your vicinity.

Our state organization has declared against the organization officially petitioning an old party legislature but
with the understanding that the individual members are at liberty to sign and circulate petitions for anything they
desire, not in conflict with our party principles.

Considering the action of our last convention T feel that it is proper and very desirable for our members, as
individuals, to circulate these petitions and do all in their power to assist the Woman’s Suffrage Association in
securing the passage of this measure.

Remember that this is a non-partisan measure and that the signatures secured should be without regard to
party affiliations. In fact the more democratic and republican signatures you can secure, the more weight the
petition will have. Also do not fail to secure the signatures of as many women as possible, a house to house can-
vass will result in securing as many women signers as men, and make a more impressive petition.

The committee to which this bill has been referred has set Feb. 2nd, as a day for hearing argument in its
favor and the Woman’s Suffrage Association desires to present this petition at that time.

Please secure all the signatures, of both sexes and all political parties that you can to these petitions before
the 30th of this month and forward them to Mrs. Ida Porter Boyer, Ione Hotel, Guthrie, Okla. If the legislature
can be prevailed upon to submit this measure to the people it will have a great deal better chance of being adopt-
ed than if it is initiated as a partisan measure by our organization.

If it is initiated by the Legislature it will come, to a certain extent, as a non-partisan measure and will accord-
ingly receive more support from: members of the old parties than if it was initiated directly by us. Also the num-
ber of votes required to adopt a measure initiated by the Legislature is a majority of all votes cast for and against
the measure, while the niumber required to adopt a measure initiated by the people is a majority of all the votes
cast in the general election. This is a rank discrimination and injustice on the part of the Constitutional Con-
vention which makes the initiative by the people practically useless and makes the initiation of amendments by
the Legislature the only method by which they have a reasonable chance of being adopted. Do not send these peti-
tions to me but send direct to Mrs. Boyer at Guthrie. Wishing you success in your efforts to assist the passage
of this bill and thereby approach more nearly the socialist ideal of a full and unrestricted suffrage, I am,

Fraternally yours,
0. F. BRANSTETTER.

N. B.—To be of the most benefit these petitions must reach Guthrie not later than the first of February, al-
though they will be of use if received after that date. In soliciting signatures from old party members call their
attention to the fact that all that is asked of the Legislature is that they will submit the question to a vote of the

people. “Let the people Rule.”
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(Immediate and Personal)

Office Presidential Woman Suffrage Committee

6 Beacon Street, Room 1018

DEAR FRIEND:

As the State Legislatures will soon meet for the first time since the Presidential
election, permit me to ask your attention to the importance of immediately petitioning your Legislature
for a change in its election laws so as to enable women to help appoint the Presidential electors.

Under the U. S. Constitution, as interpreted by the U. S. Supreme Court, every State Legis-
lature has the “plenary and exclusive” right to regulate the Presidential suffrage, limited only by the
15th Amendment. Every State but five has limited its State and municipal suffrage to male citizens.
To remove this sex limitation will require a change of Constitution by legislative enactment, ratified
afterwards by a majority of the male voters. Experience has shown the extreme difficulty of securing
such a majority at the polls, the vote being packed against us by special interests, especially by the liquor
organizations and the great corporations, which jointly control the fnachinery of both political parties,
and prevent a fair expression of public sentiment.

But the Presidential suffrage, the most important of all, is not subject to any constitutional
limitations. The U. S. Constitution, “ the supreme law of the land,” places it under the control of
each State Legislature, which can either appoint the Presidential electors by the votes of its own mem-
bers, or can delegate its authority to agents. The U. S. Supreme Court, in the Michigan case, has
decided through Chief Justice Fuller (see copy enclosed) that

¢« The appointment of these electors is placed absolutely and wholly with the Legislatures of
the several States. They may be chosen by the Legislature, or the Legislature may provide that they
shall be elected by the people of the State at large, and it is no doubt competent for the Legislature to
authorize the Governor, the Supreme Court of the State, or any other agent of its will, to appoint these
electors. This power cannot be taken from the Legislature or be modified by their State Constitutions.
Whatever provisions may be made by statute or by the State Constitutions, to choose electors by the
people, there is no doubt of the power of the Legislature to resume the power at any time, for it can
neither be taken away nor abdicated. From the foundation of the Government until now the practical
construction of the clause has conceded plenary power to the State Legislatures in the matter of the
appointment of electors.”

Here, then, is the open door. The highest form of national suffrage, once conceded, all other
forms will soon follow. This has been recently evidenced in Australia, where the Legislature of New
South Wales hastened to concede its State suffrage to women, previously excluded, when parliamentary
suffrage had been granted them.

The time has come to put political pressure on the choice of members of State Legislatures by
combining the influence of suffragists to nominate and elect members pledged to work and vote for
Presidential woman suffrage. To this end a committee of men and women, irrespective of party,
should at once be organized in every State representative and senatorial district, to secure a change in
its election laws so as to extend Presidential suffrage to women. If this be done, State and municipal
suffrage cannot long be denied or postponed.

Yours truly,
HENRY B. BLACKWELL,
Chairman National American Presidential Woman Suffrage Committee.
Please reply.
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Nattonal American Woman Suffrage Association

(Member National Council of Women and International Woman Suffrage Alliance)

President, Rev. Anna Howard Shaw, Moylan, Pa.
First Vice President, Rachel Foster Avery, Swarthmore, Pa.
Second Vice President, Florence Kelley,

105 East 22nd Street, New York City.
Corresponding Secretary, Kate M. Gordon,

1800 Prytania Street, New Orleans, La.

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

Warren, Ohio

expre

Recording Secretary, Alice Stone Blackwell,

6 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass.

T'reasurer, Harriet Taylor Upton, Warren, Ohio.

Auditors :

f{ Laura Clay, 189 N. Mill St., Lexington, Ky.
1 Ella S. Stewart, 5464 ]eﬂerson Ave., Chicago, Ill.
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