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189 W, Mill

ifay 2nd,

dear fsther,

When I saw you and "arfield last Thursday night I
think I stated my objections tc the Suesan B.Anthony suffrage amend-
ment 30 curelessly that I left & wrong impression upon your mind. Seo

mxz..m¥e subjeet is now important to us suffragists I am enelo-
artiele whieh I wrote for the Teader, whieh gives my
view more esrefully expressed.
ldition to what I say here in the paper, I think an chjee-
1e¢ Anthony smendment is that it groups women f”lltfcally not
wita but in the language of tne yupreme Court in describing
tﬁe NALucf £ the Ib5th amendment, with 08¢ who have "the right of
’ from discriminaqiun” on ‘c\atgt of race, color or previous
Cuib*tifn of servitude. This r*c wping epartfefmwhite men appears to
have beer felt dy the he“roe Qhi where you Xmow the word "white"
has never been struck 16 eleeticn clause of the state constitu-
tion: therefor few yea g hey secured a submission ef an a-
mendment to strik : t word "white”. For some reeason the white
that racial grouping; at any
cmendment was voted down by & large majority.
matter that women should be placed in a posi-
the peers of vhite men in the scurce of their
their means of redressing throngh ths courts
hink they he in the exercise of their right
realignW°‘t of tha new countries in Rurepe
laid upen reeisl sympethies impresses upon
lines cannot be everridden without unexpected
an uits and I think it behooves both the men and the
of the 7*1tﬂd States to take cureful thought before thay pass a
rederel Amencdment for \omar suffrage whieh will place white wemen in
2 political group apart froam white men.
ill yon pleese resad the nroloced clipping tec Sellie, and tell her
it ie the artiele I todlldher the Leader had not published?
callie ssys she is going to ecme over to the Republicen State
nventiorn tc be held here ifay I4th. I wish you would eome wiih her
be my guest., I shell always be se glad te have ycu when you can
to Lexingtoa.
Cive my love to "arfield, and believe me
Affeetionately yours,







June 13th 1911.
Mrs., Warfield Bennett,
Richwond, Ky
Esther:-
In compliance with your reguest of last night 1

have given some thought o the constitutional guesiion bearing
upon the right of womens sultrage , argudd by Mr. Dohoney bdifore
the Texas House of Representatives. The coniention made by him
is not & new one and in wy opinion is essentially unsound.

right of sutrtrage is a political right add has been SO decided
by the Supreme Court, and meny ot the State Courts of last resori.
The Federal Constitution does not conter right ot surfrage, this
matter is left exclusively to the states , tney granit or with hold the
right of voting and deterwine thne gqualificetions oI those who shall
possess the right.
See minor VS. Happersett 21st Wallac® page 162, and where the con-
stitution of the 8tate defines the gqualification of those
who shall be elected with the wlective franchise , such gqualifications
cannot be altered vy the Legislature. In the Expartee Yarprough
110 U.S. page 651 , the Supreme Court fully responded to The argument
of Mr. Dohoney, that the right of suffrage was conferred by the
constitution upon all citizens of the United States , and therefore
upon Women as well &s Man.”Section 145 of the Kentucky Constitution
provides every male citizen or the State of The age of twenty one
years , who has resided in the State one year, the County six months

and the preecinet in which he offers to vote siXty days next

proceeding the election , shall be a voter in the said preecinct

“ = (Al A 5 . .
and not else where , then follws certain exceptions in




Atchison vs. Lucas 83 rd Kentueky , page 451 , it was decided by ©
Kentucky Court of Appeals that the right To vote being denied women
the greater right to hold office created by the constitution
was also denied.

It seems to me Toeplain for argument that the constitution
1limits suffrage to maele  Citizens, and that these gqualifications cean
only be altered by a change in The constitution it self .

I enclose letter of Miss Laura. r o

Yours truly,
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