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January 29, 191%9!

Miss Laura Clay,
189 North Mill Street,
Lexington, Kentucky.

My dear Miss Clay:-

I was very much interested in the contents of your
letter of Jdanuary 24, which Miss Gordon read to me, I note par-
ticularly your observation that the Webb=Ke decision of the
Supreme Court may have a tendency to make it“more difficult to
Pass a national prohibition movement, since the decision of the
Supreme Court will enable the states to protect themselves more
adequately.

T do wish the National would let the Congressional
Union sustain the burden of the S.B.A., amendment, and the National
put its pressure on the United States Elections Bill instead of
this great waste of dual effort which is being sustained in Washington
by the headquarters of the C.U's and N.A.W.S.A.

I had a very pleasant vacation which included a flying
visit to my own home in Centralia, t0 my son Richard's home in Boston,
a day in New York and one in Fhiledelphia, I spent wur or two
with Alice Blackwell. She looks very well, but I think is much wor-
ried over the WOMAN'S JOURNAL situation. ©She stated that sometime
ago she had an agreement with Mrs. Catt, whereby the N.A.W.S.A., was
to take over the JOURNAL, issue it from New York and assume the
$10,000 indebtedness which the JOURNAL has rolled up. This under-
standing obtained for some months, but just before the holidays
Miss Blackwell wrote Mrs. Catt for more definite arrangements and
received a reply to the effect that the whole arrangement was can-
celed, I think this came as a surprise to Alice, I do not know to
what e xtent she wants to keep this information confidential, but I
think it well that it be not discussed. L know your interest in
Miss Blackwell personally and the JOURNAL, and so I am tempted to
give you this information., I feel very indignant toward Agnes Ryan
for I am convinced that she has played on Miss 5lackwell's credulity
for some years, and as Miss Blackwell is in no sense a financier
Miss Ryan had meny opportunities for mismanaging and running the
JOURNATL in debt, I was amazed at the expensive manner and the
tremendous force of workers the JOURNAL offices sustained. By the
way I suppose you know that Miss Ryan expects a baby very shortly.




§ At New YZork I had a long gossipy visit with Ida
Husted “arper. Mrs, Catt invited both NMrs, Harper and myself to
dinner with her at which time + took occasion to plead for Oklahoma,
On my return to Yew “rleans, I found several letters awaiting me
from which I made excerpts and sent to Mrs. Catt,
a copy of the Oklahoma bill,

I enclose you
situatione.

I want you to be in touch with the

We have put Mrs, J.B.Judah on the 1list for Conference
bulleting and thank you for furniching our department with her

name o
Very cordially yours,
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¥éb. 19th, 1917.
My Dear lrs. Boyer and Miss Gorden :-

I have received letters from

both and so will write to both of you.
I go to Washington City on Tednesday morning to the Counecil
meeting, ard if there is anything you would like for me to talk

over with Mrs. Catt or with the suffragists yéu cen write to me

at National Héadquarters, 1626 Rhode Island Avenue, You will

be glad to know that the danger of delaying the amendment in
¥entucky has about blown over. The liquor men wanted to submit

the smendment at the extra session of the Legislature, the legeli-
ty of which is very doubtful, and if the Tegislature passed it, it
would go to the courts for decision on its legality, thus tying it
up until it was too late to be passed by the reguler session in
1918, But I am informed that this trick cannot be successfully

played; so I am in hopes that we cen get it submitted by the
Legislature of 1918 to be voted on in 1919,

Yes, I certainly do think it is a great mistake to have too
much Nationel supervision of State work. Howevery I believe in
Tllinois Mrs/ McCulloch is going fo meet the difficulty cf con-
tending with a Prohibition smendment which the papers say waxs
has already passed one chamber,

I am intensely interested in all references in the letters

sent to me to the Oklahom situation, I did not know when I wrote

suggesting that both of you should go to0klahoma that Mrs, Catt




ters of the State was defeated amid the wild cheers




- P

had made any proposition about Mrs. Boyerds going, I wish to say

at once that if the proposition is put to the Board of the Southern

Conference that I will vote for it amnd will do
While I should exceedingly regret to have lrs,
the Headquarters at Tew Orleans, yet I believe
gouthern state to win full suffrage would give
Conferemce a great deal of prestige and assist
I would not be willing to part with Mrs. Boyer

southern state.

all I can to assist,
Boyer absent from
that to help a

the Southern

all our plans,.

for any but a

I am enclosing & letter which Mrs. McCulloch ask me to send

A
to Mrs/ éfétreoly Vi

Please remember me toall our suffrage friends, and with

cardisl regards toboth of you, I am

Very sincerely yours,
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My dear Miss Clay:

I am trying to close up the many little odds and ends of
my suffrage work here in Louisiana, and I am doing it with a very
sore heart. Personally, I have enjoyed every day of my stay in
Yew Orleans and experience a delight in knowing the many friends
I have enligted s the remembrance of which will continue to be
a beautiful memory.

I think Miss Gordon has written to you very fu¥ly of the
step we are about to take and how regretfully we both ‘¥dok to the
ending of the press bulletins and our little magazine. We are
both egotistic enough to think that the hundreds and hundreds of
columns of press news have had an effect in creating southern suf-
frage sentiment. Two of the states which have the largest list of
papers on our mailing score are xx the states of Arkansas and Okla-
homa. It may be a coincidence that these states have shown a
kindly disposition £#% woman- suffrage.

I expect to go to Boston to help with the Massachusetts'
suffrage work and shall probably leave New Orleans abq%ﬁ Mgy 10,
This will give me a little period of rest at Centralialbéfore
camping down in Boston. I have had some stray echoes Of your trip
in Maine and expect to hear fuller accounts when I arrive in the
North. ,

Here in the Headquarters we have had some happy moments in
putting white patches in the map. We speckle them over a little
bit, but even though the effect WaE that of measles, the map showéd-
up in whiter hue since 1917 than some of us hoped for. Now we are
looking forward for good news from Florida.

Affectionately yours,

Sl 2l




MISS ALICE STONE BLACKWELL

MRS. SUSAN LEWIS BALL
President

Treasurer

MASSACHUSETTS WOMAN SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION
585 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON
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MRS. LEWIS JEROME JOHNSON, First Vice-President and Chairman Executive Board
. MRS. WENONA OSBORNE PINKHAM, Second Vice-President.
MRS. BENJAMIN F. PITMAN, Chairman Ways and Means Committee
MISS MARY W. DEWSON, Chairman Legislative Committee
MRS. HENRY DIKE SLEEPER, Chairman Organization Committes

MRS. TERESA A. CROWLEY, Chairman Congressional Committee

MISS ALLA A, LIBBEY, Chairman Industrial Committee

MRS. IDA PORTER BOYER, Chairman Press Committee

MRS. GEORGE WINSLOW PERKINS, Executive Secretary
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Marech 20, 1218,

Miss Laura Clay,
181 Mill St., Lexington, Ky.
My dear Miss Clay:
I know you will be pleased to learn of the movement
to convert Lucy Stone's old home into a Convalescent Hospital
for Soldiers and Sailors, I am enclesing a clipping whicp

gives some of the details of the project,

Affsetionately yours, -z)
T

Dict, IPB/M 0 ‘\/})szfqu U (@F2r o
: ¢/

Press Chairman.
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March 15, 1918,

Miss Laura Clay,
181 Mill St., Lexington, Ky.
My dear Miss Clay:

In reading the Transcript last evening, which is the
Boston bible, I came acrose a reproduction from the Providence
Journal, and I am wondering to what extent the Flood bill will
regemble the United States elections bill which you proposed
several years ago. Mr. Henry D. Flood is representative 1in
Congress from Virginia. His home address is Appomattox.

I am writing to you imstead of to Mrse. Catt, and if
you deem 1t wise, I trust you will take up the matter with her.
I presume Mr. Flcod has prepared copies of hie bill, but I have
not yet seen anything beyond the clipping which I enclose.

T know you will be interested to learn that Alice
Blackwell has loaned the old Dorchester home for a Convalescent
Hospital for Wounded Soldiers. It is to be known as the Lucy
Stone Memorial, and the use of the house and the groumnds is
given during the period of the war anmi for one year thereafter.

Cordially yours, (/i:;;) //;;;;i
Dict. IPB/M (}lda/’ WZ’;//» e .~
ence. Prese €hairman.
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Miss Laura Clay-3 March 30, 1918,

I could hardly get there before the middle of April even though
released from here immediately, as since my husband!s death I have
decided to break up my home and this together with some business
affairs will occupy at least a week or ten days in Centralia, Pa.
Meanwhile whenever anything of interest comes up, or when I need
somebody to lean upon, I am going to infliet you with a letter,

Affectionately yours,

PB/ - //// //il)
Dict. IPB/M C . -
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MICHIGAN

OFFICERS
. Percy J. Farrell, President
Detroit

. Myron B, Vorce, Vice-President
Detroit

. G. W. Patterson, Vice-President
Ann Arbor

. Huntley Russell, Vice-President
Grand Rapids
. A. H. Cote, Recording Secretary
Port Huron
. H. Lee Simpson, Corresponding Secretary
Detroit

EQUAL SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION

STATE HEADQUARTERS:
135 FARMER STREET, ROOM 27

DETROIT

PHONE CHERRY 2127

-

DEPARTMENTS

WAR SERVICE
Mrs. G. Edgar Allen

LEGISLATIVE AND POLITICAL
Mrs. Myron B. Vorce

LITERATURE

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS
CHAIRMEN
FIRST AND THIRTEENTH
Mrs. Wilber Brotherton Detroit
SECOND
Mrs. G. W. Patterson
THIRD AND FOURTH
Dr. Blanche M. Haines
FIFTH
Mrs. Huntley Russell
SIXTH

Ann Arbor

Three Rivers

Grand Rapids

SEVENTH
Miss Daisy L. Stilson Vassar

. William F. Blake, Traasurer
Grand Rapids

PETITIONS
il Qulrk?s;d;?; Mrs. Emerson Davis

Dr. Blanche M. Haines, Michigan Member of PRESS
National Executive Council. Three Rivers. Mrs. Ida Porter-Boyer

Mrs. Henry G. Sherrard EIGHTH

Mrs. James G. Macpherson Saginaw
NINTH AND TENTH
- Mrs, Alice B. Locke Bay City
ELEVENTH AND TWELFTH
Mrs. Alberta Droelle Detroit
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Gampaign Headguarters, 428 Camp Street,

Wew Orleans, Sept. 6,

Mrs. Ida Porter Boyer,
135 Farmer Street,
Detroit, HMich,

My dear Peannsy,

How can I thank you encugh for those splendid
posters you sent me. In fact, until they came, I had no idea
of the existence of some of them, from the fact that the
price list sent me by the National is for 1917, and evidently
these are later countributions. It is three weeks since I gave
the order for the maps to be printed and I have not heard
from them yet. They are evidently not rapid transit in the
publicity department,

I am enclosing Hiss Clay's letter, and you will
appreciate the armed truce that existe in order that his
Honor, Bob Ewing, can be let down easy. lirs., Holmes asked for
a private interview with Jean and me, but we refused. The lady
is such an almighty liar, that we would not take the chance
of a private conference.

S0 you can imagine the delight we felt in hav-
ing the Woman Suffrage Party repressnted by Ethel Hutson, a
Mrs. Lamb that figures under the pseudonym of the "Self-Start-
er, a8 she undertakes t0 set In motion every kimd of activity
that is possible to lead to nowhere, and Mrs, Holmes in con-
ference with us.

There is one thing that the Join¥ campaign
committee of the La,., State Suffrage Association and the
Woman Suffrage Party has clearly proven, and that is that they
have not one simgle bit of organization, no money, and they
have not the first idea how to launch a camypaign; and that
is the reason after their failure in the legislature to pre-
vent submission, they went back to Lhed Cross and knitting,
Mre, Holmes again came forth when Gallinger died, and the
chances for a Federsl amendment submission became slinmmer,

There was sent to the La, State Suffrage Asso=-

¢ciat ion anonymously a copy of an invitation sent out by the
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Woman Suffrage Party for a called executive meeting to re-
ceive some Iinformation sent out by Mrs. Catt, and the person
to whom it was sent was especially urged .not to mention this
fact. It proves to me that Mrs, Catt as National president
allows two organizations to exist in a State, solicits money
and recognizes us t0 & certain pcint, but uses the other
party as the medium to receive special instructiomns., That's
an honorable role to play. I mentally apologize for some of
the things that lMary Hay got the credit for,

I have written to Migs Clay and asked her to
come t0 us in October., I would not care t0 have her sooner,
because September is so often a hot trying month. I want her
here to share in the victory with us, for I fesl sure we are
gding to be victorious., &f we went out no w and campaigned
against woman suffrage. You, of course, appreciate what it
means to have old Ewing on our side,

I send some of my bulletins, You will be glad
to know that they are being splendidly nsed, and that we are
getting editorial support. On Labor Day, when the parade pass-
ed we shook our "Votes for Women" flag, and received from the
marchers an ovation, which Evie Harris says is incorrect En-
glish, and should be described as a2 demonstration.

By putting liss Clay's letter and this letter
together, you will have all the political news, I am guite
of the opinion that the Antis have summed us up correctly,
and that women do0 not want to vote. The apathy, the indiffer-
ence, the little understanding of suffrage as a basic right
appalés me, t he nearer I reach the goal,

If for any rezson we do not get our ballot
in November, then I will withdraw from any future activity.
Naturally, the Federal amendmertites will be vindicated., I
would rather see my right arm withered in its socket than to
raise it in behalf of vitalizing the 15th amendment, snd above
all destroying that safeguard of our liberty, State sovereign-
ty.

¥hen the Michigsn campaign is over, don't you
want to come down to New Orleans and joinm Hiss Clay, who I
hope will be here and rest up? Maybe by that time, the La.
Anti-Tuberculosis League or the Southerm Conference will need
your activities.

Affectionately,
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