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189 W.il1ll 5%,, Lexingpton, By,
Jan,81s8t, 1918,

‘re.8reckinridge,

for the seversl conm-
munications you have sent me sentl; sgpecially your correspondence
with Your answer was as [ specimen of courtesy Jjoined

gigtence on what have ever

gseen, It was an example worthy of emulation, and T am glad to have

had the opportunity of

Tery soon after receiving thi u will probably receive en of-

irs,South, relative to the business transacted by

ating

g of the ¥y.B.R.A n Tuesday. The pTinaipﬁé bugis=
discuss an "mergency convention to reconsider

sxington 'residentiel

frage and =tate Amendment bills

drs.Hutcehinson

All that was stated as en emergency was
opposed to the submissioc which was known at

4.} g - €1 0P W
the pussage by

influenced some votes in the convention,

occasion to call atten-
That in bot state and national suffrage

wag providsd that Pfrag 8 to be obtained by

1

that this clause was in the nature

agreement between tw h £ thought, and secured equal

right action and supy 1 ; that if either school disre-

garded provision which was nature of a contract it relessed

the otrl

from tke obligation of that clsuse in the constitutions.




(2) That after the political parties put endorsement of suffruge in
their national platforms the issue was of importance to many who were
not members of the ¥y.R.R.A.; and that if the suffragists did not keep
the lead they he r expect that others would stand aside
end allow the question to drop or to be handled in a way which they
did not prefer.
Hrs.Judah asked me if I felt myself at liberty to participate
support of action other than by the Zy.R,R.A, I 88id that was a
guestion, as it related pur ;0 my personal attitude; but
that I was willing to answer it, I answered therefore, that I did not
feel myself at liberty to do so as an officer of the ¥y.m.P.2,: but
that as an ind al or member of some other society I felt my liberty
was unfertered; that I considered the sotion of the ¥ational in try-
ing to stop the ffect of the instructions of our convention wes a
breach of the agreement between the two schools of thought provided for
the clause of the constitutions I have referred to, and was auto-
and oppressive; and that such action on its pert entirely re-
leaged the other party from cbligation to that clause,, if it was per-
gsisted in,
There is no one, my desar }rs., Breckinridge, in our ©.R.A,
sympathetic understanding, at lesst, of my poeition is more desired
by me, whether or not you fully agree with it, Therefore I am going
to add & few lines to this long letter in comment upon your attitude
yoliey
that & Hational axxﬁxxﬁa is desirable and to be meintained., I sgree

with you, if that policy is just . From what I have said you see

that I do not think the present National policy is just? also, though

this is of much less importance, I believe the National has made a
serious tactical mistake in moving heaven and earth to get an endorse-
ment of suffrege in the two platforms of the dominant parties; and

then immediately declare it will not try to get suffraege along the line




what 18 said about the corruption of elee
mposaible to get fair elections- then it
too much; vhat some of the antis contend,- thet suf-
would not help the women after they got it. and fdrther-; the pd
policy of deterring states from bringing up state amendments ies not
practicable, Alsready we havs seen two statves, Oklahoma and Michigan ,
submit amendments without ssking the women; snd in other states the
submitted | the women for verious reasons contrar
having state Therefore, if this policy
ould be forced upon Yy sdopted by it, 1t merely means that

saorifice to & poliey to which other states are not sub~

l, and whose example nullifies that of Xentucky,

Pardon this long letter,and believe me

Very cordially yours,

B
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$100,00.

L917 letting me

and

I am sorry Io

proposi your

p'r(‘-"‘,]'lc-:j no Claxr *ami it | - gsame
CAC LU LIS VA ay L CLAlL L LLS 0 RULT 8

it is

to do the same. In that case I would

single $100.00 until had the

lect eleht and ‘the ninth

was

the tenth, the other eight would have the full

turn of theirs, hat

iving as a reas T

no more nor no better

ST

1
bt

for Mrs. McDowell, ar any

they will give provided forty others
does) do the same, or if I, who give
two hundred others
the Carnegie plan,

cive

(=]

If your proposition was, that you'd

offering to raise it to $1000.00; if ten

A 113
€ quis

ofit ol ‘ben;

_'_;1,

™A
FIS Cie

<o
sSay
o

Tfactd
1y
have no

and

s not forth-coming and

Mrs. Breckinri

$100 .00

1R ddid

right to collect a

col-
did not pay

the re-

hard for.

estriction;

others give $100.00, meking
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the other $1000.00, then as & Ireasurer, I would have a proposition
to handle and so would the finance @Gommittee.
And now, a word about that Committee--

4]

for you form a good finance

' 1 - ma lr ] AT Sy $
of the te and make ‘'em begin to

you to

excuse

first of you,
others who were so certain
other women you felt sure would really work
You know I will do my share but most money comes from
personal influence nd not because a [Ereasurer writes a note.
The fact that you could get but $2.,00 from wedlthy
women is an indication of the difficulty confronting others.
1

I think that League pledges should be teken from

QO

League trasuries, and that contributions from individuals should be

credited to the individuals and not to Leagues.

I 4m sorry to write you & letter that sounds almost

rude, though surely you will not think I mean it to be so.

You always said I had some pusiness sense and what I
have W cimply my business judgment, after careful consider-

ation of your
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Mrs.Breckinridge,
Thenk you fer your telegram, of which
written form this morning, though I heard it ever Zhe
af:nrnnl
be in Lexington ag
» Sunday night, en my way back
It ig true that the 3riﬁcidla“ of
suffrage on both state and National line but in
fesmpartisanship I thin qu Beard 7Looarly ought te have acte
before the primaries, to have given each of th parties.
if it wished toe deo ¢ g ance to neminate & idate with
the desgired suffrage viqﬂs. But by waiti: i here is ne pos-
sible alternative, in case Gev.Stanley's answer i t setisfep~
tory, GKCGﬁt *o cho Se the Republican candidate, makes its ac=
alQ0rz S.MAJLJ"OJ_L.\N:LC, to uue
to Pres. Wilsen. Ferxr 1l
still moere desires his admini
Democratic Congress,
twofold policy of the Asse. requires
of both metheds te be safe=guarded. hi :
abeyance for cause, neither should be sacrificed
On this prineiple I freely consented last winter toe
time fer the action of the Senate DQLOTQ askibg the
for a State amendment. It was onl“ on i uculﬂu th e
ime possible for the Legislature - that I vﬂl* the
failed in its duty te the 1n8uruot1uns of the ste te :
Now the Federal Amendment has been defeated in the Iis7
fact that there is a motion fer roeongiinration ngiéht
a claim to give it the right of way over ofier metheds. It thied
were noet true, it might elaim right eof way intqrmlndoly on seome
glight plea er others. I consider that in zeal feor measures in
its behalf, the Bo2¥d teok action which might easily irritate g\ona.
of the parties in the State upon whese geod will a state i
ment wust depend; and runs the danger of alienating eur streomst
friend in Pres.Wilsen. This seems to me alse as antagonistichmx
to our ggtablished policy of caring for woman suffrage as a Wholn.

q
AR
’)

X

I want to teke this eppertunity te exprsss my Satlhuacfdzﬁﬂ
that you have consented to be a candidate for whe pregidencyslh ®
the coming state coivention. I 4did net say this in Leuisvillle
because in a cenversation last spring w1th irs.Hutchisen I had
told her that she was my cheoice as a candidate, She 4id net Bhen
axpross any desire for the office; but as I had promised nmy sup=-

~7
(%4
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I could say nefhing ti:
conversal

I

ASS0

mr;+ ne

T
le ('Vd s me free

ciatiden

public spirit

Advigory Board

MISS LAURA CLAY,
Lexington

MRS. DESHA BRECKINRIDGE,
Lexington

S. THOMAS JEFFERSON SMITH,
Louisville

MRS. JAMES BENNETT,
Richmond

MRS. JOHN B. CASTLEMAN,
Louisville

MRS. 8. M. HUBBARD,
Hickman
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Your offieisl letter of Mey 5th te the pres-

identeof loesal &.R.Assoeistions was received by me yesterdesy werring;

and I presented it to the PFayette E.R.Associaticn at ite regular meet-
ing yesterday afterncoxn. ’

All the points in it were sarefully discussed., The feeling was
stréng thet aetion fer a state suffrage mmendment sheuld ne longer be
delayed by weiting fer Cengresscionel astion,

Mrs.Leeeh's motion whieh you marked (a) was vetad dewn. The metion
marked (b) in Pavor of deeiding at onse that s bill for a State amend-
ment shall be presented in the I920 legislapure was sarried by the vote
of all those prssent,

Very eordielly yours,

President of Fay~tte Fqual nights Asso-

eigtion,




Kentucky Equal Rights ssociation

PRESIDENT, MRS. THOMAS J. SMITH, FRANKFORT
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT,
MRS. R. A, MCDOWELL, LOUISVILLE

. /! SECOND VICE PRESIDENT,
MBS D EoHA PR NniRsE 5 MRS. JOE T. ALDERSON, MIDDLESBORO

CHAIRMAN CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE,

726 MCCLELLAND BUILDING, THIRD VICE PRESIDENT,

LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY A. ROTHIER, COVINGTON
¢ CORRESPONDING SECRETARY s

VICE CHAIRMAN CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE, MISS ELIZABETH FEPFER.,V,\N{}ilfVFORT

MRS. MURRAY HUBBARD RECORDING SECRETARY, MRS. J. D. HAYS, OWENSBORO

3 2 H TREASURER, MRS. J. B. JUDAH. LOUISVILLE
Fv-ATHOMASEKY, AUDITOR, MRS. W F. LILLARD, LAWRENCEBORG == __

STATE MEMBER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE,

MISS LAURA CLAY, RICHMOND

WHITE STATES - FULL SUFFRAGE CHAIRMAN CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE,
MRS. EDMUND M. POST, PADUCAH

Alaska

SHADED ' - PARTIAL

DARK > - NO = May 5 - 1919
Lexington, Ky.,
Dear Madam President:-

At the State Convention in Iouisville in March
it wes agreed that in eddition to trying at the 1920 session of the
Kentucky Legisleture for ratification of the Federal Sufirage Amendrwent
in case it has passed Congress--and we hope it may be passed at fle

™

gpeciel session--the K. 5, R. 4. should try for Presidential suffrace.

With regard to preséndififed 1ill to submit 2
State Amendment to the people of Kentucky graniing woman sufirage,the
following motion was carried:-

"That the question of asking the Kentucky Legislature
to submit a state suffirage amendment to the voters of
Kentucky be referred to the incoming Board of the
K. E. R. A. to be taken up after the St. Iouis meeting,
end the recommendation of the Kentucky Board then sent
to each local suffrage association for action.”

The natter was taken up with the New Fational
Board after the St. ILouis National Convention with the result that
the National Board pes:ed & most libveral and gratifying motion to
to the effect that the Hetional Board trusted the judigement of the
Kentucky Board and would stand by Kentucky in whatever she decidced
to &o: Kentucky, of course, doing Her best to obtzin ratification
of the Federal Amendment, if passe&.” At & meeting of the Board
of the K. B. R. A. held in Touisville immedistely after the National
Convention, the matter was fully discussed and three motions were
subsequently submitted, in writing, to the Board members for their
vote. The following motion submitted by irs. Leech was passed:-

"Jfficially, I move thet in recognition of Mrs. Cati's
Recent recuest to the Kentucky members in St. Iouis, to
hold off & canmpaizn for a state sufirage amendmant, (if
one was decided on) until it could notv jeopardize the
federal amendment, that we lay on the tabls motions
involving discussion of such state amendncnts until the
gpecizl session of the United States Congress submit
to the state legisleture a federal amendment or adjourn."

The matter is now referred to the local leagues
for action. Vill you kindly take e vote of your league at the very
earliest nossible moment ané let me have your instruction?
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a8 Lexington, Ky.,

The Republican State Convemtion will be held in Lexington, lMayl4s,

and the K. T. R. A will bwy to get a suffrege plank in its platform,
The form of this plenk will, of courae, be Iinfluenced by your T
decision, though it is the present intention of the Boerd to &sk

for a plank broad enough and strong enough to commit the party's
reosresentatives to any form of woman suffrage asked for by the

- »
Kc E- SR Ay L

It may be well to state briefly the differing
positions of members of the Board s regards the state amendment.
Some members of the Bosrd feel that we should, under no circumstances,
submit a state amendment, fearing that it would be defeated at the
2okls. thers, who feel that it mey be wise to subnit & state
smendment before the next legislature of January, 1919 adjourns,
believe that we should not state our purpose to do 8o, while it may
in sny way injure the chances of a federal amendment. Qthers feel
that vpnless the federal smendment is through and ratified before
the sdjournment of our state legislature, we should absolutely submit
a state amendment and not again lose our chance to do so for two yeaxs

Your league should vote as I understand the
question fa) in favor of such sction as ig recommended by the Board
in Mrs. Leeph's motion: or (b) in favor of deciding at once thet &
bill for & state amendnment shall be presented in the 1920 legislature:
or (¢c) in favor of deciding at -omce that a bill for & stete smendment
should not be submitted in the 1920 legislature.

In submitting the first letter to the league
presidents after my election as jour precident, I should like to
state the pleasure it gives me to be arain actively qllied with the
_euffrage work and to say how much pride 1 feel thet the cause kas
reelly profitéd by my absence while you_hzve been under the excellant
guidance -of my nredecessor, M¥Mrs. John €. Scunth.

Cordially yours,
. L)

e e 4. =
(iirs. Desha Breckinridge) Per U Y. YWY e~

(/]
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May 17, 1919.

¥rs, Samuel T, Castleman,
1164 4th. St; :
Louisville, Kentueky.

Dear Board Member:

I found Worday night that ¥rs. South was in
a very uncorfortable condition; because of the fact
that she was obliged to act in a dual capacity as
a member of our Board and Committee and also as
chairman of the Woman's Commitee and adviser of the
Republicans. Her solution of the difficulty was to
resign from the Equal Rights Board. This solution
I Telt sure would be as distressing to the rest of
you as to me. I therefore proposed{that in this parti-
cular job, she should.simply be excused from service as
a member of the Equal Rights Committee.

ed
I therefore, actia& on the preference of the major-
ALy the members as to the plank to be requested,

ignoring€€re£erabieness granted in several cases that
Mrs. South and I mse our judgment.

I. had asked a number of representative republicae—
women of Lexington, to go with me to the State Resolution
Committee, and I ma#fe the request for the Equal Rights
Association, for the following plank:

o - i Pa 3 k - i i
- aefreaReRi gl ozl oL Kgntucky ze-sffiras 1t
wonen, “and calls upon its representatives in Congress to
vote for the submission of a Federal amendment granting'
woman suffrage, and pledges its candidates for the :
Legislature of Kentucky and for sll executive rositions
to use their votes and their influence for the speedy
ratification by the Legislature of such Federal amend-
ment when sulmitted, and alse for the passage of a bill
granting presidential suffrage to women.




¥igs Clay was present also with a group of women,
to.ask a State améndment plank,

WL I rut%cr eXﬂecfeﬂ the outcome to<be the combination
of .one asked for by me and the one.asked for by her, as
di . Christines

¢an in the Way of Yoman guffrage, wn@ seemed 54
anxious to satisfy all comers. The upshot however was
the bl ﬂ’et plank originally asked for as follows:

The Republiean Party is ready to grant anything it ¢

We re-affirm cur belief in the justice and exped-
ieney of suffrage for women and call upon our  represent-
ativ's in the Congress of .the United States, in the

gislature of Kentueky and in all executive positions to
ube their votes and their influence for all measures grant-
ing political rights to women.

In a number of organizations which. I belong it has
beéen customary to send out to eacf member "of the Board at
thie beginning of the month, a trcq’hurur'o réport BhinﬂP
both regeipts and e jtures for the month before,®lieu
of freguent busines;‘o* e Bogard. This keeps the V%E&i;ﬁ
informed as to the fInanecial 51tudt10n.'"ﬁdﬁkak%&gey 1
will make the request of the treasurer that 'she send such

renort to me and I'can then have it eopied and mailed out
to the other members. If:I ever get my office in running
order this will be a small amount of work.

Cordially yours,
e | D3

Lo ’ﬁurijtoé-oﬁvb%yl QL adhesl Q&Ljédﬁuﬂb Z:;; ;hva.

»“ ”e"“”‘“"%u—, Wbt Rowed, e
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Branford Historical Sorciety

Texingtan, Kenturky

November 29, 1922.

Miss Laura Clay,
exington, Ky.

Dear Miss Clay:

The Bradford Historical Society has undertaken
to raise, through public subscription, a fund to place in
the Lex1ngton Public Llararv a bronze tablet bearing the
image and recalling the accomplishments of John Bradford,
for whom the Society was named and who was the editor of
the first newspaper to be published in Kentucky.

The Bociety enlists your aid, i mally, in
this enterprise. The Kentucky Gizurhb, the second news-
paper to be published west of the Alleghanies, has been

egcribed as a "voice crying in the wilderness" for free
gpeech. John Bradford, as an historian, as a champion of
freedom of utterance guaruntﬁed by constitutional provi-
sion and as a pioneer in journalism, contributed much to
his own age. The fruits of his labors are, however, more
abundantly joyed in the pregent than they were in the
ast and the benefits of his work will be reaped for
centuries to come,

The lack of a suitable memorial to Kentuckv’s
first editor has long been appreciated. This Socie ety be-
lieves that members of the newspaper profession through=-
out the United States, lovers of free speech, teachers
and students of history and all Kentuckians who cherish
the memories of the trail-blazers who made the common-

wealth of today a possibility, will approve its efforts
to supply this lack.

A return envelope for whatever contribution you
care to make is enclosed. The Society also requests vour
assistance in spreading the appeal. for GDht-lDH'JOrS
the fund and in emphasizing the importance of p!ac
tablet commemorating the achievements of Mr. Bradford in
the Library he aided in founding and to which he donated
the precious files of his paper.

Very sincerely yours,

Charles Kerr

Desha Breckinridge

H. Giovannoli

Florence Dillard

Mrs. Charles F. Norton

Mrs. Waller O. Bullock
Committee.




