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(dictated)

My dear Miss Clay:--

Your letter was read at the Business meeting, but
as we were all of that opinion, it did not create any quarrel among us.
We never had such a tame meeting. We all seemed to think alike, I
suppose the Secretary has informed you of the action of the Committee,
so it will not be necessary for me to repeat it.

As I wrote you, we used the money of '98 which was given for
Southern work, to apply upon our general expenses. This was quite right
and proper I think inasmuch as we did not have money enough to do .any
Southern work, and the war would have made it impracticable any way.
There has been paid in this last year about $112 by Southern contributors
for use in the South,. As soon as we are able, I would like to set this
amount into a Southern fund and to hold it exclusive for that work. I
wish you would tell me what you and Mrs. Bennett think would be the best
use to which to put this money.

- 4

Our work in Oklahoma is proving a very heavy burden financial-
ly, but that will be over soon. Of course I do not know what money we
will be able to raise this coming yvear, but there is always something
coming up to demand expenditure. Michigan is 1ikely to have a constitu-
tional convention, and if it does, of course there ought to be a campaizgn
The population of Michigan is so very large that no campaign excapt one
of very unusual thoroughness would have any effect, and if we were to
attempt anything there at all, it would take all the money we could get
in the year. They may, however, wish to conduct it themselves, and
something else may come up to turn the tide in another direction.

Tet me know what you think about the Southern work and I will
see if we can not carry out your idea,.

With love and hest wishes, I am,

Yours truly

— 9
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to see vhat could be done in Congress fPor such an object, and I feel

S

very strongly that that time h&“,LOW‘QOHQ.
T am not forgetful of the fact hat legally
stitutionally, or however it may
61h Amendment is not nearly s0 strong ag it was 25 years ago.

presume there is not ; lawyer of importance in any Seuthern State

who does not believe that the 14th snd 15th Amendments were uncon-

stitutional, upon ° cround that suffrage should only be controlled

by the States and that Congressio: notion interferred with State
how gencral this feeling is a-

I know it has strengthened

+ note guite ag

time passes on, thers seems 1o be more and
hesitation to amend the constitution for anything Por. these
reasons 1 do mnot think the chan F gecuring th th Amendment
are very hepeful.
On the other hand, the fact that Mr. Roosevelt
penly acknowledged himself to be a suffragist, that he. was

.

to receive Miss Anthony and Mrs. Upton and that he requested
Wrs. Upton to. call upon him sgain, as I read; indicates that
might be willing to do something for suffrage while he is in
Presidential Chair.

.-

You will remember thsat Mr. Boosevelt's

term, ome of our Western States Presidents started a movement

tition him to recommend a 16th Amendment. It was my opimion themn,
and it is now, that it would have heen & mistake to have pushed such
a movement at that time. 1 thought them and I said to the

Buginess Committee that I believed that when Y¥r. Roosevelt came i

25

for his secon@,term and would feel the independence of & personal




#3

election, and, also, of a last term, that we should then push this

movement for a 16th Amendment. Up.to .thig time, howewer, other
N
1ave held the attention of the National Asso
there seems to be nothing very definite or important in the
Mr. Roosevelt could appropriately make no comment upon the Subject
Suffrage in any message, except as an introduction to a
Congressional actior nd the only Congressional ac-
aken 1is the passage of guch an Amendment.
be very much opposed to an-effort
be thorough going and one in which the
whole United States should co-oOperate If such 2 recommendation
should be given, 1 would suggest the following
That
nd when the Presgident should ma his recommendatior i
last
Congress | in. Roogevedt srm;  but i€ would require al £ the

work up. the sentiment . ired and

do gl E thi
to look
he «labor classgs The gignature
obtained of National Labor AgsSociations; then Local
Associations, and after then with thissiafiwence " and prestig the
rank and file of: the Labor Unions should be
regident of the
fluerice with her Federation. That
nardly endorse Woman Buffrage, either in State or Union, but the
signatures could be obtained of most of the National Of ficers, and
many of the Sta Pregidents, and with this prestige; the signa-

of many club women could be obtained in every State of the
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democracy which was laid down\iy he T awration of Independernes
more than & hundred yé;ra ago
1 feel very earn@stly about this and I do so beg
Committee to recommend swh proce e to the Counvention.
It is not unlikely f{ this plan m v &l in your minds.
I thought it ws re L would not .ave ventured th suggestion.
I have y at it might be @wrlooked.
to say, also,i\that I & make thig sug=-
gestion with the thought of putting a buwden upon th already over=-

worked sh tl Busin Committey wi\th the expectation of
v T

comfortably taking a seat in the balcomy =id Wt 1ing the progress

anm

it such
TS VL R = B e N i oy e iy tent
SUPPOrL. & v ; ma,; COnglslient

international

rours mest cordially,




Kenturky Equal Rights Assoriation

“If Ye Abide in My Word * * * Ye Shall Know the Truth,
and the Truth Shall Make You Fyee.”’
07y 7 Y Mrs. M >.Roark, Richmond
President, Miss Laura Clay, Corresponding Secretary, Mrs, Mary C. Roar

189 N. Mill St., Lexington. i Recording Secretary, Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck,
i B St. v b8
First Vice President, Mrs. Mary B. Clay, Richmond. qub\\l/l. l}r{oréthbt 3 l\;ew por
S, 7 ST 10 cing Treasurer, Mrs, Isabella H. Shepard,
Second Vice President, Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, Lexington. 4 P B

Third Vice President, Mrs. N.S. McLaughlin, Covington.

189 N4 Mill Street,Lexington, Xy.Dec, 30/
Mrsl €i Ci @att, [ 1908
New York Gity.
Dear Mrs. Catt,
At last T havevan opportunity of answering your letter

-

which I am going to do in the reverse order.
Dec: 28. i
Belle Bennét}, you refer to, I have known since her childhood
A

and I am happy to say is & member of the R, Ré At of long standing,
She is my sister's sister-in-law.

Iy delay in answering your lwtters has not been from indifference;

but I thought preyssmmiy that I should be wholRly unable to undertake

rpetition work in Hentuecky, withou 1‘544441448611/1%/zhf

was not sure that I could secure it. T now nave a stenogrespher, and

will do the best I can with the petition: I scarcely think you will

i s
be disappointed when T say that I am notz@ﬁZ&&?éwL%;getting the

104,000 names you ask for: It would require much better organization
than we have in Zentueky, and more money than I know where we can get

for the purpose.
Deeill b¢tmng

The One nzundre‘ﬂyou nailed,,mhhﬁmfirstito Richmond Just abbutt

the time I left therey for "Lexington, and were not forwarded to me

Some days afterwards my sister wrote me they were there;#8A9 in the mean-

while the 18T% you sent came to me here. T have left th#éein Rich-

mond, hoping the E. Ri A may be willing to canvas$the town thoroughly/
in which case they will need all of thel. I have told you about

vhat my sou are; ify. q rine £
what my resourses are, Ifigy undertaking the work you ask of m

.

feel T can do it better here than you can at headquarters, I will make




Kenturky Equal Rights Assnriation

“If Ye Abide in My Word * * % Ye Shall Know the Truth,
and the Tvutk Shall Make You Free.’

President, Miss Laura Clay, voc Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Mary C. Roark, Richmond
189 N. Mill St., Lexington. R

Recording Secretary, Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck,
First Vice President, Mrs, Mary B, Clay, Richmond. t/\

112 W. Front St., Newport.
Second Vice President, Mrs. M']r).C Cramer, Lexington, T’reasurer, Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard,

Third Vice President, Mrs, N, S. McLaughlin, Covington. 31 E. Twelfth St., Covington,

the efforttto combine the petition work with widh sec uring members

5

on the card enrollment plan. I enclose a card, so you can understénd
what we are doing in our state 5@4&24@Jk¢n15 enrolled membership, sdade
.
we think M will have great influence for the increase of mambers|
Eéu}ther more the National is going to send Miss Fenfield into the
state for a month, and I shall have to lay out her route. ZEach ome
of these things require so much of my time that I do not expeet to do

anything except suffrage work this winter, and I suppose I could attend

tothe petition norﬁf\as well as you could if you had it done at headqua

quatézs, espeoiallﬁﬂ if you are going to give up the chairmanshipﬁﬁ”‘qz

put it in the hands of some¥ne else. In your next letter you can write
me definitely whether you prefer T should attempt all the work , and

alaic t%ere are any uTtS of it you yrefer have done at neadquater g

but & Doubt very much if I can get one single town th*ough

canvassed. Fortunately the W. C. T. U. and #he Grangefes a1c_

WW WWWM—




National American Woman Suffrage Assoriation

(Member National Council of Women and International Woman Suffrage Alliance)

President, Rev. Anna Howard Shaw, Moylan, Pa. 7. Recording Secretary, Alice Stone Blackwell,
First Vice President, Rachel Foster Avery, Swarthmore, Pa. 6 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass.
Second Vice President, Florence Kelley,

105 East 22nd Street, New York City. NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS q 5
Corresponding Secretary, Kate M. Gordon, Auditors : {Laum Sn Lo S Deainaion oy

g Ella S. Stewart, 5464 Jeff Ave., Chicago, Il
1800 Prytania Street, New Orleans, La. Warﬁ’ Oth a ewal erson e icago,

Dec. Ist. ;%%24)4; obd¢4£u;gy

I believein your letter &f Dec, ist, which I have not
C

Treasurer, Harriet Taylor Upton, Warren, Ohio.

already answered. Ixbedimae-, I have omitted to say that I received th:
500 petitions by express to-gether with explanatory slips., I an extreme—’
ly interested in the correspondance which has been going on between
ex-Senator Blair, Mrs. Blgbn, yourself, and Miss Shaw. This amemﬂ%ﬂ#
which he proposes in his hés memmorial appears to be of wonderful value
to our cause. I wish to expresSmyseldf very feelingly , however , upon
the attitude Mr, “lair takes towards woman's suffragq ust as thurles
Sutmer treated woman's suffrage, when the negrd suffrage came up in
competition with it’ Mri Blair% propos#yd to make snfrenchisement

of the men of DI Cy the first object, and woman's fuffrage secondary.

It is true that he says that an ammedment tohis memorial can be made,

if we wish to do so; (ihongh he suggests that we can wait until the

amendment is carriedin a general form, and then to u&t on plea;
unless Qe

I wish tosay in the most emphatic manner, /gé%%fﬂg ﬁbhéiclearly to

be prominent tkroughout the whole céntention I am whol?}y unwilling

to take any part or interest in the n@tter, I emen think I go as far
-
as Miss .ordon, who says in a letter received to-day, That if we do
not secure the amend ment to the memorial, asking that the women of th
1

district be enfranchised, she thinks we should throﬁegggﬁzf%/iz%gaenoe

and power we may have, in securing the defeat of this extention,
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