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Phone Main 3398

Florence Laeber,
ttorney at dwﬂ,
624 Gravier Bt.

New Orleans,
Pebruary 26th

Miss Kate Gordon,
City.

My dear Miss Gordon ¢ =

Af{er a long and sarnsst study of our cherished idea
relative t¢ the enfranchisement of the white women of the Scuth,
I find to my great disappeiniment that Tt wiil be impossible
for us to make the point, for it would be, under the decisions
of the Bupreme Court cf *Tc United States, in direct violation

¢f the 15th. amendment of the Constitution, The cases are
strong that there shall B: no digperimination between indivi-
duals, in the elective fran qz%e, by reason of race, coglor or
previous condition of servitudes I had hoped to show that as
the right of suffrage was not given by the Constitution of

the United States bul was left to the States, that the exten~
Blon of the franchise by the State to one class of citizens was
not a dis franchisement ©f ancther class. I thought too, that
our position might be made stronger by making the clause read,
“the white native born women", so that the question could not
be raised of discriminating against coler, etc.

However I have now reached a2 decisicn of the Suvpreme

Court which meets the issue point blank and say that any such
clause would be unconstitubional. I will gueote the paragraph
from the case, which you will see actually goes s0 far as to
gay that such a provision would in effect confer upon the negro
the right to votes The Court eays :

"hile it is true that this artiecle (15th,Amendment)
gives no affirmative right to the colored man ito vote,and
is degipned rrimarily to prevent diserimination against
him whenever the right to vote may be granted to others,
it is ecasy to see that undsr some circumstances it may
gperate as the immediate source of a right te vote. In
all cases where the former slave~h01ding States had not
removed from their Constitutions the words "whi*e man" as
a qualification for voting, this provision did, in effect,
confer on him the right to vete,hecause,being naramoun*
to the State law, and a part &f the St (,@ taw, it annulled
the digceriminating word white, and thus left hi% in the




¢

- Dem
enjoyment of the same right as white persons. And such
,woulé be the effect of any future constitutional provision
of a State which would give the right of voting exclusively
. to white people, whether they be men or women,"
i Neal vs Delaware, 103 U,S5. 370.
In such cases this fifteenth artiele of amendment
floes ,propric vigore, substantially confer on the negro the
right te vote, and Congress has the right tc protect and enforce
that rignht,

110 U.B4 6653
Therefore you see it would be ussless for us to attempt
to mszke the point, I am as disappointed as you for 1 was just
as anxious and made every effort to nse it ts5 bring us nearer

our goal. Wit

th best wishes for a pleasant trip

1ially yours,
Tlarence Tcebers

’
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Iy dear Miss Clay:

I wrote to Miss Shaw that you would be willing to go
to Warren for a few weeks sometime after the first of July, provid-
ed Nrs, Upton expressed a wish to have you,=- that you did not know
whether you could do the real work, but you were willing to share
the responsibility of office with Mrs. Upton. I also mentioned
that you would regret very much to have Laura CGregg taken out of
the field.

Since writing that letter I have had a letter from
Headquarters from Miss Minnie, and she by no means seems to be as
blue about Elizabeth as Mrs,., Upton's description led us to think
was the case. In consequence, I have written Miss Shaw that I
thought we could readily arrange for some of our press workers %o

keep the material for the newspapers running, and the Headquarters

croup see that it was properly circulated . I suggested that in
g I he 24 g

all probability Irs. Obenchain would gather up the material for one
month; T thought Dorothy Dix would for another; that you would e
you.go to Headquarters, do it for a month; Laura Oregg for a month,
and I would be willing to contribute my part, Then, with
Alice Blackwell ready to ¢a4ll upon in an emergency, I felt that
there would be no interruption of the Press work, and that Elizabeth
could be given a six months' vacation if needed, and the Association
would save $100 a month by 80 doing.

I enclose check. This was deposited when you sent it,

and everytime I have written I have intended to draw against it and




#2

return it. I can assure you that if ever a situation comes up in
the South, and that I need a little money for it, I will not hesi-
tate to call upon you. I thank you very much for so generously
sending it in anticipation of its need.

I think Miss Shaw was very much impressed in her

Southern trip with the kind of people that had taken up the suf-

frage question. She writes me that in Atlanta &

Mrs, Warren Newcomb Boyd, who presided at the meeting, particularly
impresged her. Jennie met an Atlante girl at the Charities & Cor-
rections, and she said very decidedly that it was simply impossible
for the present suffrage forces in Georgia to lead successfully any
movement much less suffrage. However, I feel that indirectly there
are so many forces working for us. Take your own State; for in-
stance., As far as I can make out your whole Federation is fairly
riddled with sentiment, and that is sentiment that will express it-
self wvery promouncedly in the near future.

Very cordially yours,
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Lexington, Xy.

June Bth, 1908.

I received your letters of May 29th and June 2nd on

AR -, e ” SR A s oy 4 Madawr
v my return from Paducah, where 7 attended the sState Federa-

men's Clubs; but I was too ftired to answer i1l today,

Ll

pprove of what you have done about the conven-

[ FER S

0 INK

o

did not get things

1 foys but s 1t ds,

7y that being under the impression that the Chicago
was fo be done in the Repuhlican Convention the
send letfers %o Republican delegales. So now,
0, I &o not see how I can secure
snd send the Memorial you a8k me to do, My be-
the matter too late to remedy now.
DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION.I hope your effort will succeed in getting Gov.Ad-
md %o meke some move in our behalf; though if Bryan gets the nomination
our efforts will ocome tonmmggitt. Gov.Adams is true blue, &s his con-
duet in Oklshoma and elsewhere proved, No; I ceould not go to Denver, even
in an emergency. I do not feel particularly fitted for convention work;

and there are several reasons I should not undertake anything more this

summer. You know this is the season I must give some attention to my

business on my farm. Mrs.Upton has written me a very satisfactory letter

about my coming to Warren, the gist of which is, that while she would like

-

I shall wait till




my other summer work is under way, or until there seems some necessity
for my going. Mrs.MeLendon, of ée@r)ia, wishes me to come to the suffrage
convention in Atlante, the IOth and IIth of July; and I em thinking of
going, to help to keep thelr courage Up. I voted against keeping Miss
Elizsbeth Hauser on half-pay; but did vote o allow Mrs.Upton o engage
some one in her place; and expressed my preference to employ Miss Bertha
Coover to hringing Mrs.Day awayg Prom the engagements she had already made/.
I enclose a copy of a resolution passed at Paducah, by fhe Federa-
tion., I did not &raw it up, or make the motion, or, indeed, have any ac-
tive part in getting it passed. I heard afterwards that there was some
its having passed, but it received no negative votes,
antisfied after Purther congideration. It is not much,
but it shows that Club women are no longer afraid of the word Suffrage.
"ginea the N.A.¥.S.A. has invited the General Federation of Toman 's Clubs
to send a delegate to all future hearings of this Association upon Bills
to Congress asking for a submission of a Constitutional Amendment forbid-
ding disfrenchisement on account of sex; and since we believe this to be
an educetionsl measure in & wider sense, and that we as Intelligent women
should be thoroughly informed upon this impbrtant measure before reach-
ing & definite conclusion, I move that we, the Ky.Federation of Woman's

Clubs, signify our desire to accept this invitation".

fSigned) Mrs.lafferty.

Cordially yours,
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Treasurer, HARRIET TAyLOR UpTON, Warren, Ohio.

Jormittegs =
three weoeks I have been sitting
Capitol, dividing my time between trying
to segure th agsage of o school guffrage bill, and an amends
ele 210, which prevents none
appointed to office,

the time of her life fighking

the combine ntaerests of labor and .capital against her bill

ry

Tactory inspegctor for the women and children of the State,

pill put in by the representatives of labor and the mill

interests wapg on infamous one, While she was asgking iu hey
for a nine hour day for women and ehildren,: thess lgbor

regentatives sitood for a ten

pending for en elsght hour day for men,

hink we made muffrage propaganda out ¢f thig,

Gompers; I broveht him Into it and we had about

is pogsible for you to imagine,

gone unanimously through the House, amended thovegh to gat-
g8fy the mill interests; 1t awaits final treatment at the
the Senate,
The Governor has pledged to call a conference
of governors, labor interssts, manufacturing interests and
women's organizations of the Southern States, to confer upon

2 uniform child labor law; and we have determined to call &

great repregentative forece of the churech women, the federated
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#2 1 “Treasuter, HARRIET TAYLOR UprtoN, Warren, Ohio.

¢lubs, the mothers' clubs and the suffrage organizations of
the Southern States, just prior to this conference, I think
it will bve a very, very important character of suffrage work
before we get through.

It is very questionable whether our school suffrage
bill and Article 210 will go through; but, as I told the Com-
mittee the other day, it was one of the biggest sticks they
could give me with which to go round and use in favor of full
guffrage for the women. ;

The newspapers, even the Times Democrat, have rale
lied to our support wonderfully. Two splendid editorials
have been written by them in support of school suffrage. The
Item, of ,course, has gone on record as endorsing woman gufe=
frage in full,

Wational Convention: Ny intention in starting out to write

this letter was to get some advice from our officers on this
pide of the water relative to a request made by Dr., Sievers to
have MRS, Kate Trimble Woolsey speak at our National Conven=-
tion. She writes me that she has been doing magnificent work
in Cincinmnatti and Covington, and has electrified her audien-

ces. I know that gome of our women are dreadfully against

Mre, Woolsey. While I think her extravagant in a way, and

while she wears too many dismonds in Englisgh fashion, I have
always found Mrs, Woolsey a very attractive woman, I congid~

er her book, even though it is founded on a falsge premise, one
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most convineing piecss of suffrage iterature

1d T always have thought we tweated with socant
offer for the procesds of

I wndergtand
and T person:
vitation for her fo spesk at Buifalo, provid
officers; as

tha

Tigt of Names oI SDpeaxcls 111 you kindly incluce

Ply to mé;,

nemes from which to make & cholte OI N The Brrangte
ment go far has been for a college day, to iu lude Jane Addams,
but I wanted, how a list of those specially attractiv s 4o
our officers, 10 BUDMIT O TAOE Bffalo women and our Program
Committee when I get down to business, which I hope will not
be deferred, because of this Legislature work of mine; beyond
next week, T wigh slse that you would all tax your ingenuity
a little and send some suggestions, even though grucds in foam,
in order that I may develop an interesting program, I gt
confess, with the fearful amount of work that is on my hende

at the present time, the thermometer yanging vp in the nlne-

ties, sitting in the o0ld Legislature and realizing as I nevex

renlized before what a helpless lot we are, that I hayve not

much energy to plunge in on a program,
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Hational Political Conventions: T have recelved from

Wooden & vreport of how the Chicago women were
ational. Republicans: " As soon as
lopking was Chalrman
to eome in touch with him; but he left immedistel
s country Lome; ard o6n NMonday ecould not
i MeCullech loecated him the morning

the interview was given, at which Mrs, Henrotin asked

committea's hearing , he agked them to take seats in

poom, 8g he was very busy roganizing his Resolu-
ee which was assenbling very rapidly,
he came to them and told them the committe
Wy to hear themy giving absolutely no time for her

Le her cowmittee.”
¥ Wiss Addams was telephonsd and started lmmediatedy
i Urs,. Henrotin spoke vary ably for a few minutes,
then announcing that Wiss Addems was on her way, they were
cx]wly told their ten minwbeq were up, but that when
Wiss Addems would come she would be given a few minutes, whiech
they did grant, snd it is said that she made a very forcible,
earnest appeal; but to no avail,’
¥ow I ho pe our press department will ring with what
I consider 1ittle short of an ingult to the womanhand of our
couUntTry ., There was abhsolutely nothing 1n that requer+ of
oursg that could not have heen grented in that lying platform
of the Republiicans, for it is a tissue of lies from one end te
enother, and one more, rﬂcjmmending woman suffrage, would not
have hurt them, I can understeand. thoroughly that they can
vefupe when we involve them in & sixteenth amendment reqpcst
but 1t ieg a slep in the face to every woman when they refuse
to consider our question as one worthy of importance, and yet
bother to ingert that 1y1nn old clauge in regard to the negro,
I am going to make use of it in my suffrage column that ap-
pears weekly in one of our local papera.
Very cordially yours,
Kate M, Gordon,







