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The Woman Citizen

Are Women People?

O exposition of American
citizenship is complete
without some account of the
grounds on which from 1869 to
the present day women have
sought political citizenship through the Constitution of the United
States, only turning aside for a time to state action with the aim
of hastening the day of national suffrage. ‘The three methods of
working through the Federal Constitution have been (1) by
attempting to vote on the ground that the constitution permits it,
(2) by urging federal declaratory legislation confirming the right
to vote for federal candidates, and (3) by pushing the Federal
Amendment.

It is with the passage of the 14th amendment that the move-
ment for woman suffrage through the national constitution be-
gan, but there were statesmen who believed before that that the
original constitution gave women the right to vote. Said Charles
Sumner “ There is not a doubt but women have the constitutional
right to vote and I will never vote for a 16th amendment to guar-
antee it to them. I voted for both 14th and 15th amendments
under protest; would never have done it but for the pressing
emergency of that hour; would have insisted that the power
should have been vindicated through the courts.” The basis for
Sumner’s belief lay in the fact that not once is the adjective male
used in the Constitution in connection with the electorate, the
word people being used throughout to represent both the voters
and the whole body of inhabitants. True the people who framed
the constitution were not the whole body of inhabitants but only
4 per cent of them. 'But one year later the Federal Government
itself added to the number of voters by naturalizing a large body
of aliens in all the states, and this power of augmenting the
state electorates the Federal Government still has. The “ We,”
of the Preamble, “the people of the United States,” who “do
ordain—this Constitution,” is not a fixed quota but an expanding
electorate and in order to “establish justice, insure domestic
tranquillity, promote the general welfare and secure the blessings
of liberty to ourselves and our posterity ”’ it is the obvious in-
tention of the Constitution that people shall not be so interpreted
as to prohibit any class or sex from exercising the franchise.

by Mrs. Arthur Livermore.
responsible for this summary.

URTHERMORE women are recognized in the constitution
as people in the sense of potential voters, in the basis of rep-
resentation in Congress (Art. I, Sec. 2 iii), for unlike the negro
slave they count equally with men. Furthermore,supporters of this
theory claimed that by Art.IV,Sec. 4, the United States was bound
to guarantee a republican form of government to every state, and
by Art. VI, Sec. 2, “ this constitution and the laws of the United
States which shall be made in pursuance thereof shall be the
supreme law of the land—anything in the Constitution or laws of
any state to the contrary notwithstanding.” Finally the first eight
amendments guarantee men and women alike civil rights, and
civil rights have no reality unless reinforced by political rights.
With the 14th Amendment the issue became more clear-cut.
There was on the one hand more to take hold of, for civil citizen-
ship was for the first time defined as federal in origin and the
states were forbidden to infringe on the rights of citizens of the
United States. On the other hand the word male appears here
for the first time, in the provision cutting down representation
in proportion to negro males disfranchised. Thus the true in-
tent and meaning of the word people was threatened. This
was not however regarded as so important as the definition of

The material for this brief outline is mainly drawn from notes
of a series of lectures on the United States Constitution delivered
Mrs. Livermore is not, however,

civil citizenship and protection
of citizens from discrimination
by the states for civil citizen-
ship had up to this time been
regarded as a state affair. Fed-
eral citizenship strengthened the arguments based on the first
eight amendments for federal, civil citizenship is government
without consent unless supplemented by federal political citizen-
ship. In 1870 Miss Anthony, Mrs. Stanton and others sum-
marized the case in a petition to Congress.

“ The constitution,” says this document, “claims us as free
people, counts us white people as a basis of representation; yet
we are governed without our consent, are compelled to pay taxes
without appeal and punished for violation of law without choice
of judge or juror. The experience of all ages, the declarations
of the fathers, the statute laws of our own day and the fearful
revolution through which we have just passed, all prove the\
uncertain tenure of life, liberty and property as long as the
ballot—the only weapon of self-protection—is not in the hand
of every citizen. We ask that you extend the right of suffrage
to women, and thus fulfill your constitutional obligation to guar-
antee to every state in the Union a Republican form of Govern-
ment.”

M. S. Bovp.

N the same year the 15th Amendment was passed prohibiting
I race as a bar to suffrage. From this time to 1875 a succession
of women in many states voted or attempted to vote and many
cases were brought to the courts. The most important of these
cases is that of Virginia Minor, of Missouri (Minor vs. Happer-
sett). Mrs. Minor was defended before the United States Su-
preme Court in 1875 by her husband, Francis Minor, who made
the following points: 1. The immunities and privileges of an
American citizen are national and paramount to state; 2. the Con-
stitution gives states the right to regulate not to prohibit fran-
chise; 3. the Constitution prohibits abridgement of the privileges
or immunities of citizens of the United States and exclusion of
women is violative of the spirit and the letter of the Constitution ;
4. states have no right to deprive naturalized citizens of the vote;
therefore they shall not deprive native and naturalized women;
5. the same laws apply to women and men.

“ The Plaintiff,” said Mr. Minor, “is entitled to all rights and
immunities of the United States; the elective franchise is a
privilege preservative of all rights and privileges, especially the
right to participate in his or her government; it can be denied
only by the United States Constitution; but the United States
Constitution says, ‘No state may make laws—to abridge the
rights and immunities of the citizens of the United States’; the
suffrage provision of the Missouri constitution is therefore in
conflict with the United States Constitution.”

He cited in support of his case not merely the sections and
amendments to the Constitution we have already quoted but in-
numerable others, such as Art. I, Sec. 9 and 10, forbidding bills
of attainder or patents of nobility; Art. IX leaving to the people
rights not enumerated in the Constitution, thus amply exemplify-
ing his point that the abridgement of the rights of citizens of
either sex is “ violative of the spirit and the letter of the Con-
stitution.”

The decision of the court was adverse. It said: 1. The
United States Constitution confers the right to vote on no one.
2. The XV Amendment confers simply an exemption from dis-
crimination. (Continued on page 966)
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13 EST ” voting was given a temporary setback by the Minor

case. In 1884 there came another supreme court case
which suggested the expediency, on the one hand of pushing the
Federal Amendment to obtain suffrage both in state and nation, and
on the other of pushing for the immediate passage of a declaratory
law securing to women the vote for federal candidates. This
was the Yarbrough case (1884) which decided that the right to
vote for presidential electors was secured by the United States
Constitution. The right to vote for members of Congress was
secured by Art. 1, Sec. 2, of the Constitution and this article, in
Section 4, left to the United States government the control of the
manner of these elections. On the basis of this decision a Fed-
era] Elections Committee was formed, in support of whose plan
of getting partial suffrage through the United States Constitution
it will be seen that two sections of the Constitution, not before
quoted, were drawn into thé argument. Thus passage after
passage of the constitution was turned to account by those who
were struggling for full democracy.

The Federal Elections Committee has year after year intro-
duced a bill in Congress. It has never given up its work. Nor
has the policy of test voting been given up. In the 1916 presi-
dential election women who had lived in equal suffrage voting
states attempted in Massachusetts, Maryland and Iowa to vote
for Federal candidates. They quoted still other sections of the

Constitution, laying special stress on their rights in voting states;
“ Full faith and credit shall be given in each state to the public
acts records and judicial proceedings of every other state” (Art.
IV, Sec. 1); and “ The citizens of each state shall be entitled to
all privileges and immunities of citizens in the several states”
(Art. IV, Sec. 2). In 1889 Francis Minor had recommended
continued work along the three lines of test voting to bring the
matter once again before the United States Supreme Court Fed-
eral Elections Bill and Federal Amendment.

The Federal Elections Bill and the test voting of recent years
fell away from the original claim that the United States Con-
stitution had within it the power of giving full suffrage rights,
both State and Federal.

Of late years, as more states have been gained for suffrage and
ratification seems surer, the broadest method has taken prece-
dence of the others. The larger claim of the earlier days to full
suffrage through the National Constitution is to be made good
by an amendment to the United States Constitution which will
make sex a new “exemption from discrimination.”

This will not take in any degree from the states their rightful
power to regulate suffrage, recognized by Minor and all who have
worked for National Woman suffrage; for there is but one test
set today by state constitutions which is fundamentally prohi-
bitory, and that is sex.
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A Boom in Suffrage Literature

Mrs. Catt’s, Dr. Shaw’s and Mrs.
Harper’s Works Are “Best Sellers”

THE universal satisfaction with every ar-
rangement made in St. Louis for the ac-
commodation of the guests of the Convention
was again emphasized when the President of
the National Woman Suffrage Publishing
Company, Miss Esther Ogden, one of the re-
elected directors of the National American
Woman Suffrage Association, returned to
headquarters.

She spoke with enthusiasm of the location
given to the exhibit of the Publishing Com-
pany’s output. This was in the foyer of the
ball-room of the Hotel Statler. Every per-
son entering or leaving the convention hall
was obliged to pass the tables where the Pub-
lishing Company spread out its books, leaflets
and souvenirs. Consequently before and after
all sessions a swarm of people might be found
examining the literature and enthusiastically
buying suffrage novelties.

“ Since the Publishing Company came into
existence we have never had so appreciative a

clientele as at the Jubilee Convention,” said
Miss Ogden.

“ We were very fortunate in having for our local chairman,
~ Mrs. Alfred Buschman, who provided a corps of volunteers each
day and planned everything possible for our comfort and con-
venience. When we attempted to thank her for her devotion
Mrs. Buschman replied that it ‘ had been a liberal education for
her and her assistants to familiarize themselves with the Pub-
lishing Company’s literature.’

“ Many women at this convention had not attended recent con-
ventions in Washington and, consequently, had never seen our
exhibit; they expressed themselves as astonished at the variety
and exhaustiveness of the Company’s output. At no previous
convention have we sold so much suffrage literature to women
coming from so many different states. One of the striking things
was the desire of working suffragists to educate themselves in
the suffrage movement. We took to the convention several hun-
dred copies of the revised edition of ¢ A Brief History of Woman
Suffrage, by Ida Husted Harper. These little booklets were
actually eaten up by the delegates, so that every copy was sold
and orders taken for more.

“ Another interesting feature was the deep impression made by
Mrs. Catt’s opening address, ¢ The Nation Calls.’ Following that
address Monday evening, requests came in every day from men in
St. Louis for copies of
the speech for their
own use or to mail to
friends. The men ask-
ing for these books in-
clude lawyers, doctors,
two business men and
a mechanic. There was
also a great demand
for Dr. Shaw’s ¢ Story
of a Pioneer,” so that
the supply we took to

¥ over 50,000,000 pieces' of literature.

FIVE JUBILANT JUBILEERS IN ST. LOUIS
Left to right: Mrs. Shuler, Miss Hay, Mrs. Geo. Gellhorn, Mrs, Brown, Mrs. Rogers

INFORMATION BUREAU

St. Louis was exhausted and we brought back several dozen
orders. This autobiography is a never failing source of inspira-
tion to the new workers in the suffrage ranks.

“I was especially interested in the constant demand on the part
of the women for literature on citizenship and preparing women
for the vote. We sold a number of.‘ The Woman Citizen’ by
Mary Sumner Boyd, ‘ The Woman Voter’s Manual > by Mar-
jorie Shuler, and the study outline ¢ What Every Woman Voter
Should Know’ by Henrietta L. Livermore. There was every
evidence that the new women voters and near-voters take their
responsibilities seriously and are keenly desirous of gaining a
practical knowledge of governmental affairs.”

The publishing Company has the astonishing record of having
within the five years of its existence published and distributed
In the New York State
Campaign of 1917, 10,000,000 pieces of literature were published
by Miss Ogden’s company for that state alone, and 8,000,000
pieces for the country at large, making a banner year output of
more than 18,000,000 pieces.

Miss Ogden did not arrive over night as head of a business
concern. She had served an apprenticeship in a publishing house
for some years and
learned much about the
business before she un-
dertook its manage-
ment.

For the first two
years of the publishing
company’s life, Miss
Ogden was its treas-
urer. She was elected
president three years
ago, in 1916.
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Is There Room at the Top?

NE is more or less prepared for an
impression of Miss Rachel Crothers,
author and stage director of “A Little
Journey,” by her reception room—a neu-
tral tinted, plainly furnished apartment,

The message of a woman play-
wright and stage divector, who says
there is all the room at the top that
women can fill—" Where they stop
is entirely up to women themselves.

thing to be done is an end complete and
satisfying in itself. Its reflex action upon
his own financial or social position is a
secondary consideration. On -the other
hand, if he achieves success in a thing

devoid of knick-knacks and of the usual
litter of feminine sanctuaries. It is a sort
of intellectual no man’s land on the confines of which she may
meet the stranger and the interviewer without admitting either
into the intimate reserves of her mind or her tastes. Yet it voices
a personality interested in the potentialities of character and
thought rather than in mere objects of luxury.

Miss Crothers is another one of the women who have ““ made
good ”—which is to say, as The Woman Citizen interprets it,
has made her life useful to others as well as profitable to herself,
without sacrificing to a money value the essentials of womanly
character. There are scores of women in New York who are
more widely known perhaps, many with a higher percentage of
financial profits, but not all of whom are, by any means, the
material which we would hold up to the emulation of other
women. There is a price to success. If one must pay for it in
self-centered egoism, in selfishness, in the rubbing off of the
essentials of a fine womanhood, it is not worth having. TFar
better than that are disappointment and a wholesome mediocrity—
for there is such a thing. But Miss Crothers has accomplished

— Work has no sex.”

which is of real importance it is unlikely
that the other will not accompany it.”
“ Do you believe that just hard work and intelligence allied to
good training will take the place of talent? i

Miss Crothers shook her head emphatically. “ Good train-
ing and hard work will bring a mediocre development which,
if intelligently handled, may be made financially paying. But for
really good dramatic work there must be emotion and the power
of minute study of human nature and of observation.”

“ Are you conscious, as a playwright, of a public leaning upon
plays for a standard of idealism?”

“Ves; T think that is something which increases greatly.”

“\We Americans are accused of having rushed to a milk and
water extreme in the introduction of idealistic plays. What do
you think about it?” -

“1 am inclined to believe that a play should be both idealistic
and realistic in its treatment. There is no particular value in
depicting @ human nature which is abnormal, especially tragically
abnormal. The writer is often carried away by specialized study
into losing his sense of proportion in depicting that sort of thing.
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(Coutinued from page 1)
woman suffrage, temperance and other
good reforms. At her funeral she lay in a
wicker basket surrounded by flowers and Rev
Anna Garlin Spencer was chosen to say the
comforting and appreciative word to family
and friends.

Col. Thos. Wentworth Higginson.

Thomas Wentworth Higginson, clergyman,
writer, abolitionist, woman suffragist, soldier,
organizer, husband and father has passed away
in Cambridge, Mass., the city of his birth,
after a brief illness and eighty-seven years “of
life.

Col. Higginson was the first to sign the call
for “A convention to be held in l\u"u Wil-
liams Hall, Providence, on Friday, December
11th, 1868, at 10 o'clock A. M., to consider
the rightfulness and the importance of extend-
ing the elective franchise to women.”

Tn 1870, Mr. I ligginson houmu a contribu-
uting editor to the then new “Woman’s Jour-
nal,” and wrote a leading article weekly for
many years. His style was clear, concise and
carried conviction. It is impossible to estimate
the benefit we have derived from his careful
and continuous work for us.

(Continued from page 1.)
fought in many battles. While he was away,
Mrs, Phinney opened a private school in her
house and supported her two children, both
boy

Mrs. Phinney was interested in the Woman's
Christian Temperance Union from the first,
and became the second President of the Paw-
tucket branch. She held this office at the time
the prohibitory law was enacted for which she
worked bravely. She arranged a rally in its
interest that completely filled Music Hall, the
speaker being the late Frances Willard. She
worked all l'\\ at the polls at the election and
rejoiced in the result. She was made a state
officer, filling the position now occupied by
Mrs. Barney. She found a great reduction in
the number of prisoners after the new law
went into effect.

Soon after, Mr. and Mrs. Phinney moved
to Attleboro. There oyr friend organized a
woman suffrage league which is, ~]\c thinks,
living to-day. woman citizen well remem-
bers being asked to speak before that league.
She remembers the large attendance and the
interest shown at the meeting in the Methodist
Church at Arnold’s Mills as well as the en-
tertainment at the home of Mrs. Phinney

At the last meeting of the Pawtucket
League, congratulations were heartily given to

May, 1917 .

Mrs. Phinney, upon her approaching birthday
on June 21, and Mrs. Louisa Meader said that
che expected. a similar occasion in January.
Woman suffrage certainly seems to lead to
longevity.

A Plea for Equal Rights for Children.

There comes into our home a new life and
often, though unexpected, two instead of ,ae/

greet the eyes of fond parents and are’w armly
welcomed to their arms. One is a son and the
other a daughter ntal arms. clasp both
with joyful embrace and both are nourished
from the same fount and rocked in the same
cradle. The same childish -prattle cheers,
brightens and beguiles the weary hours of the
mother as she rocks them to sleep when the
day’s work is ended. So the time goes by until
the little ones are old enough to be cared for
by others and are sent to school o one
says that the girl has less intelligence than her
brother. lhg) stand side by side in their class-
er until they are advanced enough to be pro-
moted to the next grade and so they proceed
until their education is completed in our
schools.

But this is not enough for the times demand
higher education and our colleges open their
doors to receive them when our high schools

ive them a (hpl(mm The <l.\\wmu is ad-
mitted as well as her brother and proves her-
self his equal in all studies and a fit subject for
all the honors the Alma Mater can confer.

What then? The law steps in and says the
girl can go no farther. She is expected to obey
all laws but she can have no voice in their mak-
ing. Where is justice that she does not shake
her wand against such 1|\J\\~\\L e, such sacrilege,
and leave her throne in disgust? It is in hu-
defense that we plead for the same political
rights for our daughters as for our sons. We
ask it for our (L\l\j'hl(\\ for their improvement,
that it may broaden their lives and raise them
to a higher standard of living for they are to
be the mothers of the next generation and un-
less we can raise them to a higher plane of liv-
ing than bridge or whist, what is to prevent the
next generation from being a race of gam-
blers? For the improvement of the present
and the future of our race we ask that this in-
justice be abolished and our daughters have
equal rights with our sons.

Elma Owen Phinne;

May Meeting.
The May meeting of the Rhode Island
Woman Suffrage Association was held, as
usual on the first Thursday of the month. Tt

A

May, 1911.

was of special interest. Mrs. Von Klen
new president of the College Equal Suffrz

Association was present and brought an en-

couraging message from that organiz
Carl Barrus gave an address of great in-
n “The Perils of the Night \M«wn'u‘
Service” and her mm,\\(\] of the struggles
and temptations of many classes of wage-
earning women excited great interest \“~\
Yates said that women \\n\vM be the last of
ﬁ\c-pmvlc to be enfranchised and she hoped
that they would be the best prepar d element
of the electorate. She also spoke encourag-
ingly of the new work in Pawtucket. Tea
was served by Mrs. Cooper at the close of the
exercises and a pleasant reception followed.

The New England Meeting.

The New England Woman Suffrage Asso-
ciation pn-mhlx the oldest suffrage society
extant and perhaps the first rrl'mm/ul It
was a leading force among us for many years
until each New England state organized for
itself. For many years past the society has
been a place where people from the eastern
states gathered to compare notes and to learn
from muh other.

On May 25th the annual festival was held in
the Twentieth Century Club rooms, Boston.
It was well to gather in a new place. We did
not in new ~\y|1‘n\\mlmu~ so much expect to
hear the voices of the pioneers, many of whom
were with us so lately.

Miss Blackwell, the first Vice President,
was toastmistress. The speakers were mostly
state presidents. President Fannie J. Fernald
of Maine, Mary N. Chase of New Hampshire,
Elizabeth U. Yates of Rhode Island, Mrs. R.
Y. Fitzgerald and Mrs. Maude Wood Par
Massachusetts. Mrs. Hepburn of Connecticut
and Mrs. Pierce of Vermont sent regrets.
Prof. A. R. Hatton of Western Reserve Uni-

who is giving a course of lectures at
ard also ch The supper was as good
as the speeches. The event was remarkable
from the fact that this meeting was the first
this siciety has held without the assistance of
the Massachusetts Association.
BUSINESS MEETING.

The business meeting was held next day
in Park Street Church committee room.
meeting was very social while orderly.
pricipal business, the selecting of a new presi-
dent to take the place of our honored Mrs
Julia Ward Howe and the electing of other
officers occupied some time. Mrs.' Jeanette
S. French of Rhode Island nominated Miss
Blackwell for President. Miss Yates seconded
the motion and a unanimous election followed
Vice-Presidents from the six states wereelected

\
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the rn]lu\\nw fi

number : Miss E. U. Y ulu Huv

Mrs. Camilla Von Klenza, Mrs. R. P. B. Ting-
ley, Mrs. J. S. French, Mrs. M F. W Homer,
Mrs. Ardelia C. Dewing, Hon. Lucius F. C.
Garvin, Hon. B. Chace, Miss Cora Mitchell,
Mrs. Charlotte B. Wilbour, Rev. Willard C
Sellic Hon. Charles Sisson, Hon. Amasa
Eaton, Mrs. B. A. Stearns.

Executive Committee; Miss Sarah J. Eddy,
Gerald Cooper, Miss Florence Garvin,
BiEAE AI“ul\. \In George D. Gladding,
Annie M. Jewett, Mrs. Phillip Wilbour,
Emma T. Eldridge, Mrs. Lydia Man-

chester.
Amusing Predictions.
Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell says in “Pioneer

“This first attempt to establish a hospital
conducted entirely by women excited much op-
position. A host of objections were raised by
those whom the early friends of the institution
attempted to interest in their effort. They
were told that no one would let a house for
the purpose; that female doctors would be
looked upon with so much suspicion that the
police would interfere; that if deaths occurred
their death certificates would not be recog-
nized ; that they would be resorted to by classes
and persons whom it would be an insult to be
called upon to deal with; that without men as
resident physicians they would not be able to
control the patients; that if any accident oc-
curred, not only the medical prufchmn but the
public would biame the trustees for supporting
such an undertaking; and finally, that they
would never be able to collect money for so
unpopular an effort.”

Nevertheless, the trustees stood firm. They
were largely Quakers, and the first of them
was Stacy B. Collins, the father of Mrs. Cor-
nelia C. Hussey and the grandfather of Dr
Mary D. Hussey, well known in suffrage work.
A board of eminent consulting physicians also
gave the infirmary the sanction of their names.
Dr>. Valentine John Watson, Willard
PagkeriR. ¥ 55 ssam, Isaac E. Taylor and
George P. Cammam were its earliest medical
friends. None of the predictions of disaster
were fulfilled. The poor women flocked to
the infirmary with joy, and continue to do so
to this day.

Arbor Day In Providence.

On the twenty-fifth anniversary of Arbor
day in the city of Providence the program was
divided into fwo parts. President Faunce and
Governor Pothier were the speakers of the










