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April 26, 1909,

Dear MWember of the RBusiness Committes:e

I have concluded, after giving most serious cone
sideration to the subject for several months, %o present my resigna-
tion as Corresponding Secretary to the National Asgociation, to take
effect whenever most convenient to the O0fficial Board., I mean by
this that iﬁ the event of my successoy, who naturally will be elect-
¢d at the Watlenal Convention, not being able to assume the duties
of office at once, as might be the case with a desirable party, tham
I would be willing for a short time to serve in my present cspacity.

One of the chief considerations in submitting my
resignation is the fact that 88 a paid officer T should be subject
to command,~ that with the establishment of the two headquarters, it
cortainly seems unreasonable with our limited means to be paving the
services of some one 19 be at the headquarters while an officer is
enjoying & salary.

I furthemmore feel that there must be some limit
placed upon the amount of work that T can do for suffrage. None of
the offigers can fully realize the demands made on my time loeally,
as I do not believe any of you stand in quite the same relation to
ag;g$ local oommnnitiiz_as I do, While gpecifically Touisiana has 1ot~

done the game kind of

ork in club orgaﬁiz:féOna, I have always felt
R
that there is not sncther State that has the suffrage saubinent take

Beld of it in the way that we have I\ taken hold of Dx the peopls of

Louisiana and ¥ississippi, for our public work has made itself felt
whérever our newspapers circulata. To accomplish these resulis
Jeanle and myself have gone into every kind of local organization
not partaking of a sectarian character. On the other hand, we have

brought sectarian work into the suffrage area through the formation
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of the Travelers' Aid and the Juvenile Ceurts commitiees among church
bodies, but launched by the Tra Clab supposediy diminterested, You
can il realize, thercfors what a tronendous denand is made upen me
in addition ' %0 $the National work, which has been ever since the
Chicage Convention unusually hoavy.

1 also feel that there is & special field of work for
me to €0 in the ;‘_;mzth; that if 1 @n going te de it I oughd to bo al
work upen 1%, I reslize, further; that I au thoroughly mnd haartily
out of sympathy with the policy of our Asseciation meking for a Bixe
teenth smendment, which I regard net oniy from the sbandpeint of a
useless waste of time and money, but mlso asg asking for semething

aetilenmant, 26

deeply do I fedl on thia subject that I could nob

5
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any fubure Congressional gatherlags ¥here such &

fow, while I an «illing to be guldsd by

most matters, there is & deeper algnificance iv

ment to me, which outweighs wy allegiance 10 gblde 7

the majority in ouwr Watieonal Comsittes, While, ¢f course, 1 replize
that there 1% net a shadow of hepe of carrying suck &n suenéznent,
reguiring as 1t does a three~fourihs wote of the State Legiglatures

to ratify it, I do not want to figure prominently in an effort e

bring sbout what would net enly be a curse $0 the people of he

South, but an injury o the negrees themselves, who have alresty
suffersd from bhe indiscriminate giving of the ballet 6 thun &8 &

people,

I did not present my resignation before Miss Shaw
left the country purpesely, as thers will be ample time aftar she
returns for the consideration of her preference in the way of a Core
vesponding fecretary. I will leave it eantirely %o Mrs. Avery'a
judgment whether she should be notitied of my sction, I furthermore
believe that with the reorganization that the amendments indicate is
gbout to take place, that this is a very good time to make further

changes,
Very cordially yours, , %




April 26, 1909.

Dear Member of the Business Comnmittee:-

In corresponding with Miss Shaw upon the prograsy,
it was agread that I should write to each member of the Business
conmittes and ask them to have prepared an address to be given at

the Convention, if the emergency arises at the eleventh hour for ne

to place them on the prograum,

As the program now stands 1 am reagsonably sure
of Derothy Dix, a College Evening program and a legislative program
prepared hy the lecal people. I am pulling every string that I can
to securs the presence of Mrs, gllman, Mrs., Craigie is to be there,
and I have extended an invitation to her. I have also extended an
invitation to Mrs, Keith. I have just received a declination from
Owen Lovejoy. Had our gonvention been a 1ittle later, we could have
gecured his services, I anm waiting for a reply to my invitation to
Mrs, Decker, lirs. Catt obligated herself to the Washington people,
trading her presence al the Convention if they did some Petition
work for her. Mrs. Catt acknowledged this fact to me, and I have
counted upon her, but Mrs. Avery has cast a doubt that has filled me
with o 1itile alarm, Howeyvar, if the National officers are prepared
I will feel no anxiety in regard to presenting a good program.

¥will you kindly, therefore, send to me the title
under which you will speak, in the event of my availing myself of
compul sory service.

Very cordially yours,

Kate i, Gordon,
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may ru n,

- T den
dictaete

you
what I feel is brewing in National wire-pulling Some weeks ago I weeed-
received a letter from a S ] 2siden asking me ahout some changes
which she felt was necessary on the N Boa and in which you were

not to be re-elected. I her and asked directly whether her sug-
gestion was & personal one or whether she was acting upon a aoncertea
movement, She saj 1t 1s purely personal.

Since then I have tried to find out whether anythi

foot corresponding to the effort which was made to get Miss

off last fall, and the latest piece of gossip which I have heard is
hat she would have been defeated ""had not I gone on the floor and ac-
tively electioneered for her". It is sbsolutely whole cloth, for I
knew n othing of it till the morning of the election and Alice B. told mé&
of it while the election was on, &and never influenced a vote for her, s
she was elected because the Convention wanted her.

I have not been able to learn definitely whether Miss Shaw and
Mrs. Mrs. Avery are working to have you removed. There is no doubt
you offended deeply when you swung the Executive Committee to vote the
continuance of work in Oklehome, but things are reaching a pass when

kkax zoxkxmf our honest opinion on a situation must work to our undo-

ing. I hope indeed I am entirely misteken in what I fear, but in my
genuine friendship and admiration of you I felt it a duty to let you

know what I had lesrned.
Cordislly [,/ /6%5 E;;
/7/44;4“ : obaloce
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Lexington, X¥. Dee. 11/09,

My dear lMiss Gordon,
I have received your letter of December the 7th
and am yémyspleased to hear from you,

Yes, I got the letter you sent from Mrs, Evans, but as you
did not ask for its return, which yau usually do when you desire it
returned, I have kept it. dowever, I now re-enclose it.

Miss Shaw has called an official Board leeting in New York for
the 21st of this month, in which we will consider many points of in-
terest. 1In answer to your remerkabout what funds are allowed to
Chairmen of Committ es.Iﬁﬁiﬁiitagmghgﬁﬁﬁ,xhowuaghiyugree with you that
they should he made of much greater importance in our organization ,

than they are, but as for making appropriations for their use, the
stete of our brganiry at  resent is absolitely prohibitive. Hrs.

Upton writes me very serious letters ahout the treasury, She savs

SRy o

the expences are great in New York; #%hat the rich eastern people

are not contributing as was hoped; tWh&tthe Stutes are undertaking
spendin Tone 1 3
more work and spod € their money for themselves; and that numbers

of small givers “re holding baek, hecause they imagine that rich wo-

men &re now hehind the orgenization., TWhen I 80 to the Bomra Heeting,

if I fina &ny chance of being heard, I wilamgiddapssay

something ahout
the funds of the Chairman of Bhatrman of
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the funds of the Chairman.of Bommittees and the work in Oregon.
Personally, I am most interested now in Oklahoma., I suppose you
know their initiative petition 1is all bt completed. They certainly
ex;.ect to have it done Auring this month and in time to have it voted
u,on at a spedial election in Jammary or February, if the Governor can
be persuaded to call a special election for this and~some other peti-
tions for Comstitutional amendments. 1I1f they get their petition done,
certainly they are as much entitled to help &8 anyvother State; and
being a Southern and Democratic Stote, in my opinion it is of more im-
portance than any other State, where our qupktion is now up.

I feel that I have been somewhat remiss in attending to your £1-
nancial plan, bn my summer and Pall were so exaeadingly over crowded
with work, which accumulated ®hiieg my absence in the summer that I fou!
féndd that T have left undone many things fthat I ought to have done.
Among these are that I failed to bring your ;lan bhefore our State Con
fenbion, which was held in Louisville on the 1lthndnd 12th of November.

Let me hear from yon from tige to time. T should very greatly
regret to loose you &8s a correspondent on account of your withdrawsl
from the Soard. I feel your loss more and more all) the time. D“lecse
give my regards to your sisters and helieve me,

Very cordially yours,

™~

P. 8. By the By I bhelieve you have be-n miginformed as to urs, Colby's
finencial circumstances. rs. dary C° Cramer met her after she left
Seattle and she tells me that rs. Colhy owns a house, which she rents
out and she was imyressed that her eirocumstances were not very bad,

I know, when I was in Oregon I w8 told on what T thought good author-

ity that she refused a newspaper posiftion at $785 a month, because it

would interfere with her keeping w: %he Tribune. Ier ahixity as a
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give my regards to your sisters and helileve ne,

Very cordially yours,

”. 5° By the by, T belleve you have heen misformed as to rs. Colby!s
financial circumstances. Hrs. dary ¢/ Cramer met her after she left
Seattle and she tells 'e that Iirs, Colbhy owns & house, which she rents
out and she was ieressed that her circuistannasswere not very had.
I know, when I was In Oregon 7 was %0ld on wﬁat I thought good author-
that she refused a news aper positicn apti756 a month, hecuase it
would interfere with her keeping u; "The Tribhune". Her ability as a
writer 1s sndundeniably good that I &Bink she could make & living at
it. After liss Gregg em;loyed her in Oregon, partly by way of keeping
her in hand, she gave more or Jless annoyance all the time, and I beil
lieve it wonld he dmpossihle to reep her from doing so in New York

She is essentially a free lance and must he allowed to do 48 sne

A t

o

You ddd not enclose a copy of vour letter to Iiss Shaw &s woi in-

tended.




Lexington, Xy, feo, 11/09.

have Juat received a letter from Uiss Gordon,

again urges ma to push her plan for raising the Su-

san B/ Anthony Bemdriel fund, I um 8sorry I did not hring

matter up at our State Convention, hut 8o much business ha

Q

be transacted that this hag to he neglected, However, the S
President is entitled to a&ppoint committeas to Work with the National
w.en the @Gonvention takes no action,
iss Gordon Larticudarly desires t\ﬂt yoh and iss Virginia
?+. Robinson should take this matter in hand &na Fou to be the State
chairman for the work. shn wae extremely rlessed with our two lovely
“entucky women % the Beattle Convention, mThe advangage of this
3tem of raising noney is that the Bhairman of the Gommittoe does

&Ny way rersonally pledge to raise any menéain amonnt, but her
duties 8im; 1y entail & certain amount of elerical work,

I trust that you wi feel willing 10 undertule this work,
der letter to the State President ang the instruetions, which I en-
close glve wou the detalls that are necessary, 1 Will dddwthgt 1% i

" s

Jou will undertale the State ”nairﬂunshi;, I will be the Local Chairs
man for the Lexine ton BeiR.

I received Jour newspaer e¢lippings, for which 7 thank you,
I am greatly pleaged that the Sehool §uffrgge work has such a good

start in Louisvilie., v ‘eet to have g ‘ass8 leeting in 8up; ort of




first week in January.

o

Hoping fto hear fthat you will accent this Chairmanship, T am,

Yery cordially yours,










Suman B. Anthony Memorial Fund

KATE M, GORDON, CHAIRMAN

1800 PRYTANIA STREET

Nl e December 7, 1909,

My dear Miss Clay:

Your letter enclosing check received, and many thanks
for your generous contribution to my collection of the Fund,

I hope you will appoint a Chairman for the work in
Kentucky, and weuld suggest that Miss Haas wnd Miss Robinson (those
two charming girls that were at the Convention) be put in charge of
the work in the State. That will relieve you entirely of any res-
ponsibility. I do think the possibilities of collecting through
this channel are enormous, and it entails little or no werk upon the
persons who act as Local Chairmen. DPlease read directicns carefully.

Now, did you not receive from me quite early in the
fall a letter enclosing one from Mrs, Evans, of Portland, Oregon.
I am not really sure whether I sent it to Richmond or to Lexington,
vttt as it has not been returned, and as Mrs, Evans' letter is rather
important, I want to trace it. I wrote to liss Shaw (without let-
ting her know who the writer was) the information contained in that
letter, and it was such good horse sense that I hope they will not
be blinded by their feeling against Mrs. Duniway and do nothing in
the State., I will enclose the carbon of my letter to Miss Shaw, I
hope that in the event of a discussion coming up on this point that
you will stand strongly in favor of the point of view expressed by

Mrs. Evans.

I cannot fail to tell you what little response and

enthusissm there seems to be within the Association as to the needs
of our work. I tell you we need a complete reorganization, and we

need a reorganization of the Board. There is not enough representa-
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tion from our working committees in the National conduct of the As-
sociation. This is strictly entre nous. I saw a letter which was
written to little Mrs. Douglas, as a member of the Church Work Com-
mittee, If you will recall, Mrs, Craigie, who is a very valuable

woman, did astonishingly good work in six months last year on an ap-

propriation of $50.00. The Board, you remember, cut down the agpro—

priations to committees making it $25.00, and I keve received a pro-
test from Mrs. Steinem in regard to it. Now just put yourself in
the place of these committee leaders. What must they think of a
Treasurer who receives $1,000, is given a $65 clerk, and then charg-
es $10 a month for room rent- & bigger appropriation for room rent
than we give to a womén to initiate and carfy on two of our impor=
tant cormittees, If Mrs, Upton was a woman who raised any money by
her own initiation she might be credited with earning her salary,
but in my experience she has never raiseé anything but by writing a
letter to the regular contributors to the work, most of whom were
Miss Anthony's finds.

I am not saying this in any spirit of criticism, but
I am remarking on it from the standpoint of the total unfitness and
extravagance of the conduct of the work, Them, there is that awful
money sink that the Washington Headquarters has involved us in. I
certainly think that there ought to be a concerted effort to get rid
of Mrs. Avery on the Board, for her total incompetency and unfitness
for office is patent to everybody who comes in contact with it. I
tell you right now, if we succeed in raising this Fund of money
Mrs, Harriet Taylor Upton nor the Board alone will not have the
spending of it. If you noticed, I stated everywhere that the Fund
was for campaign purposes., I be-hanged if I am going to stand for
the fool-launching of things like that Washington business, when

States like Oklahoma and Oregon can't get a picayune.
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No, ;I have not had time for 'any serious work. I have
been almost as busy puttering and fryi;g to do the things that corne
up as when I was the Corresponding Secretary and equipped.

I am going to take up the Richmond situation with

Katie Bruns. You know, Richmond is her home, and she is connected

with the very best families of the place.

Affecticnately yours,

Jlats
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