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My dear Miss Clay:
Tast week I had a letter from Miss Shaw asking me to
take up Southern organization work, as it were, because the Board had

unanimously voted that I be put to that kind of wc{}. This week, pre-
o/ At

ceding a formal business letter, 1 g noti that they wanted me fo.
éﬁbt@ Oklahoma.

Now, I think I made it pretty clear, in resigning the
Corresponding Secretaryship, that I did so because I believed that
the interests of the position demanded the presence of the Correspond-
ing Secretary at veadquarters, and that_z_yéﬁ not willing to give up
my home surroundings to follow the duties of office. I can't for the
world see where the difference would be if I go out on organization
tours in the South or campaign in Oklahoma. Consequently I have de-
clined to accept either position.. Even if I felt inclined, I cannot
afford to accept either proposition. 1 do not go ocut as an ordinary
organizer in the field because of the bread and butter question at-
tached. The very influence the Board feels I weuld have as a Southern
organizer comes from the fact that I meet socially these people all
over the South. I have to dress in a certain way, and I am obligateq,
( or I feel that I am obligated) when the people who have entertained
me come to New rrleans to return in a measure some of the hospitality
received; and all of that kind of business requires a
the meantime, the expenses of ocur hecme are running on

e

whether I am there or not- and Y am not assuming my share of the res-

{w
ponsibility of it. When my time is paid, or so-called paid for, by
+ J v 9 ’

the National Association, I must pay oeut for clothes'ﬁhat i\could my =
\ e
self make, and at the end of the year I weuld find that I was consid-
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erably out of pocket, and yetjippear to be a paid employee of the As-
sociation,

Now, as a matter of fact, if I felt there was no suf-
frare work for me to do at home, I might feel differently, but there
is plenty of good work, and I can assure you I am improving every op-
portunity that petty interruptions will permit me to fulfil, Another
thine., I have not quite gotten over the spirit shown when Miss Thomas
asked me to take the Naticnal position she wished creiégd in the city

.VL
¢f Washington. Of course, you and Mrs. Kelley wanted me to do it,

but the fault-finding that immediately took place with me and my work
Llie nior-tuwe e,

in Buffalo I recognized at once, and the fool headquarters that were
A

established at a lightdning rate,and which has cost the Association
so much money‘fsomeﬁhing like $5,000 when it is all summed up) had
for its motive "head me off", although I really had nc idea of accept-
ing the offer.

I hope this little review will make you understand
why I do not wish to go out into the Southern field. Now for Oklaho-
ma. Mrs. Boyer's idea that a Southern woman is necessary is to me a
strained point. Mrs., Belmont offers to pay me $100 g month and expen-
ses. It would take several hundred dollars for me to get ready to go
at short hotice to Oklahoma, for I would need special wraps, which
would be of no earthly need to me in our Southern climate; but to go
campaigning one has to be provided for all kinds of weather, even
though it mean% a short time. I personally believe that the money
Mrs. Belmont offers to give for my services paid tc an Oklahoma Woman
would be far more effective. If a Southern woman is absolutely neces-

sary, why don't you go, wi th the prestige of a National officer. 2
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would be going simply on the basis of a paid organizer, and yet 1
would be really out of money if I eccepted the proposition, which I
pesitively will not. If it is impossible for you to do so, and they
still want a Scuthern woman, why not transfer Miss Pennfield.

I am rejoiced that lirs. Boyer is going to be at the
helm. I think there are strong chances for victory. I understand
that a point has been raised that some of the signatures to the peti-
tion are forgeries, but as the accuser is a man who is to serve his
term in the penitentiary, I don't think we need to worry. I tell you,

it is a splendid tribute to the energies of those Oklahoma women=-

thetd getting those 40,000 signatures- and it seems to me it is a
ad el

vindication cof the attitude of the members of our Board who stood for
the recognition c¢f Oklahoma.

Many thanks for the information in regard to Kentucky
speakers. You certainly have a brilliant galaxy of women.

I am hard at work on the Susan B. Anthony Fund, the
possibilities of which are simply enormous, if we can only get our
women roused to the importance of it.

Very cordially yours,

/{/ﬂ/&: % éfﬁoéou_. =
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My dear Miss Clay:

I received from lMrs. Avery's secretary a request to find
out at once the attitude of our Senators and Representatives on woman
suffrage in connecticn with the presentation of the Petition. Have you
any icea what the Committee has in view. I have written that the posi-
tion occupied at present is one of neutral or absclute indifference,
except on the part of two of the members- cne opposed and the other in
favor.

Now, they sent out that letter without giving you one
singlg blessed idea of what their intention is, and I really and truly
think, with Mrs. Avery's absolute lack of political sagacity, they may
do a great deal of harm, because the position of most of ocur Congress~
men today is that this question of who shall compose the electoraté of

States is the business of the States to decide for themselves. On
the other hand, a man might be very bitterly opposed tc this amendment
forcing a situation on the States. This whole Petition business is
such a farce, and costs sc much money, and is being carried on by such
an incapable person, that I am glad I am out of it.

Now for a bit of information which just put on a postal if

you are too busy to write further. What kind of a speaker is lirs.Roark

It seems the Educational Association of Louisiana is tc meet some time
in April. The splendid work of the Educational Committee of the Ken-
tucky women has attracted their attention. I told them that I believed
lrs. D. Breckenridge represented the dominating influence in it all,
and that while I knew she made a good speech, I did not know

veice as a speaker. It seems Garig Hall, where the Convention is to

be held, is large, and they would prefer and they would prefer to take
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a less capable woman with a good voice then vice versa. Tet me know
Mrs. Roark's capabilities in this regard, and also recommend to me

other women whomisght do as speakers in Mrs. Roark's place for the po-

sition.

Very cordially yours,
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