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Lonisiana State Suitrage Assoriation.

** A government is not complete that withholds
from its most enlightened citizens what it freely gives

to its most benighted men.”

THOMAS JEFFERSON.

’ OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT I

Orleans, July
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New Orleans, Tuly 3, 1913,

Dear State President:

Do you think it possible for Jou to get one of vour lead-
ing newspapers to pay for a syndicate Southern letter on woman suffragsc,
I find that the whole South is wofully ignorant of the history of woman
suffrage, and a comparisen of HOW and TmHEY, snowing the improved status
Of woman 8uGn in Hhe lizght of comparison with the woman of Tifty venrs

agu, 13 9f tremendous service in making converts, both of men and women.

Kiss Anthonr uszed to Bay thal she considered Jda Husted
Harper's weekly letters, that were carried on for & numbeyr of vearg in
the Yew York Sun &t Mies Anthony's expenze, had a greav deal %o @ with
net enly making converte, but in eécucnting belicvers Lo ensble them te
argue the sulirage queetd on,

My Gesgire is to write & weekly letter and, if poseible,
melks the newspapers pay for the expsnse of this suffrage work, The
New Orlsans Times Derocrat will gladly take such a letier and, acecord=-
ing io its gditor, £2.50 a week 1z a vary reasonable sum to ask for it,
If & number of Paparg in a State would pay for 1%, we could meke it =
& cheaper rate, but peeaibl one leading paper featuring it wonld de
the greatest anonnt of Bood., If & sufficient nusibeyr of pavers wonla
subscribe to it, I could affora “¢ have €xperts, like krs. Marper and
Ers., Boyer, sccaslionally prepare letters,

I believe there is a Southern viewgoint that only a Southe
emer ocan give and which will glve Lo thess letters a local coloring
that will be of value. Take, for instance, Haryland and Touisiana snd
the grandfather clause, Phat a wealth of sppertunity is being lost in
not showing up in bhoth of these Slates how men of vhe politician type
prefer i¢ craate an ignorant electorate rather than to enfranchise eduy-

‘ intelligont womsn as the balance in prescyving white ﬁuprem%ﬁéy!
2ry sixteenth amendment ia mother mine that we euuid expleit
# Southern viewpeing, The spreading of the information that ¥en=-
& Southern S8tate, was the first to acgord 7o wemen the rirht to
voie as humen belngs, on a democratic hasis, when the State gave widows
with chiildren of skhooli Age Gthe power {0 vote on school maters, Then
there 1s the inferesting information about Hannah Lee Corbin and the
women Of the counties of Rowan and Necklenburg of Nerth Carelina, and
Mergaret Brente- al Southerners, whe in Revolulld cnary times éndorsed
the principle of woman suffrage,

As I said vefore, & latter of comparlson will, I think,
be of extreme service 10 the movement in the S0uth., Would you, there-
fore, perscnally sse gome of your leading editors and ask whether they
would be willing to take such COpy. They might test it for a month or
8lx weeks., I think, however, 1t will reguire personal attention of loe
eal women %0 secure g reasonable number of papers.

Would vou ¥indly let me hear from you as soon as possgible
upon these two points thai are submitted in these two letters,

Yours cordially,

Kate N, Gordon,
Pres., La. State Suffrage Ass'n,




Lonisiana State Sufirage Assoriation.

**A government is not complete that withholds
from its most enlightened citizens what it freely gives

to its most benighted men.”
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT l

THOMAS JEFFERSON.




Louistana State Suffrage Assoriation.

** A government is not complete that withholds
from its most enlightened citizens what it freely gives

to its most benighted men.”
] OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT )

THOMAS JEFFERSON.
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Lonisiana State Suffrane Assnriation.

‘A government is not complete that withholds
from its most cnllglncncd\énl(/ér}é\\mat it freely gives
to its most benighted men.”

THOMAS JEFFERSON.

l OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ’

1800 Prytania ©t.,

New Orleans, Nove 6, 1913,

My

I have read with great interest yocur letter. I wish I
could feel like you-- that suffrage will be here for &ll of us in five
years, There is but one way that I see wherein that could be possi=
ble, and that would be through every political party taking an active
stand on the question,

.
ty ¢f organizing a Southern States' right suffrage conference on the
lines of the Misgsissippi Valley Conference, with no president and no
constitution. I would rather have had & mcxo complete CF"w}lLatl n,

if T cculd have had you at the head of it, But 1 realize that your

hands will be full with a campaign in prospect in Kuntuox3, and L im-
agine to take ycu out of Kentucky would remove the most active force

I had already discussed with my committee the advisabili-
Y4
L1G

am greatly interested in the clipping you sent me. I
legal advice and discuss this phase of the guestion at
I weuld give anything under the sun if Mrs. Bennett

present it to us, and I am going toc send her a tele-
gram tonight to that effect and ask her tc leave her friends for a
while to the tender mercies of other members of the family and join
us in our deliberaticns. I feel deeply the great danger of any manda-
tory amendment, unless we could make the Fifteenth Amendment only ap-
plicable for Federal electicns. The discriminaticns against the South
in more ways than one should make all cf us hesitate to force a Na-
ticnal Amendment, which can, if the lesscns of the past are worth any-
thing, be made to work very QludOantw)eCUbl' for a sections Not
cnly from this viewpoint, but I view with alarm the reopening of all
kinds of cof subterfuges resorted tc tc get around the negro woman vo-
ting., In the consftitutions of the Scouth, designed to preserve white
supremacy, we have such an awful boomerang in the understanding and
grandfather clauses. mhat excuse has kept us back at a rate that on-
ly those who are in touch with the situation can feel the influence of.
It has been a veritable goal for literacy among the negroes and a goal
for illiteracy on the part of the white, and, if in order to get arocund
the same subje *t, woman suffrage has to be tne excuse for a little
more of crook ed political ccnditions, I can see the point of view of
the many who would regard it as a doubtful venefit. I, of course,
want it at any cost, but, if im the meantime I can get the people of
the South roused to see their duty, that scems to me to be the most
important thing before me today. But it is a disheartening job at best.

I do not expect toc go to the conventicn of the Naticnal
American Woman Suffrage Association,

I would be delighted tc be with you all in Louisville and
enjecy ycur State convention. Many thanks for your kind invitation to
be your guest,

Cerdially yours :
Dict., but not read, M/ﬁZ%%%’PL /“’&“,;(-@/







