I89 N.Mi1l st., Lexington, Xy.
Jan,I8th, I918,
My dear Miss Gordon,

Your letter of.Jan,IBth was most welcome, I wish
indeed that you had the Citizen and Mrs,Boyer to help at this erisis;
for I o0 .8 i : able to follow your
uggestion and come %o ew Orleans for the winter, Our legislature is
in session, and 2ll my time is required to get our wotk done there., I
greatly need your help and sdvice; for the war and Pres.Wilson(s ate
titude have thrown onr forces sll in confusion. The shortest way I

set my pogition before you is to enclose two newspaper clippings
copy of a letter of mine %o HMrs.Cat The Iouisville women have
carried thelr opposition to a state referenlum so far thet it threatens
to disrupt our Asso, if the instructions of the convention are carried,
cut., I sm unwilling to have that happen, a2 I do not believe we cos 1d
win with & divided association, and it is better to . have nothing done
than to go to defeat through division., Sc please wade through the long
articles, and see 1f the action of the Southern Conference can bring
help. It seems to me thht &he suggestion you make o write to the

Democratic mittecs and demand sion & retification in the

southern state v a i - e 8t.Louls convention

pledge might greatly help us It would be incompatible with my letter

to Mrs.Catt for me to subseribe to any atteck on the ¥Federal imend-

ment; but ag the attitude of the Southern Citizen alwaye was that evemn

the southern women might be driven to that Amendment if the states did
(Over)




2-
not act will relleve you of sny netsse¥ity to antegonize the Federsl

Amendmenﬁévbgt will give you tne oﬁp@rtunity‘%a eoint out thet your
prophecy has come frue,

I suppose Kentucly is the only southern state where there is any
prospect of the submission of a state referendum wiith hope of success,
Arkanses le going to have a conmstitutional convemtiicn, snd I believe
the Nationsl is going to sseist irs,Gctnem with Purds to carry on the
sampaign. In ¥y. we distinetly said we Gid not expect assistence from
the Nationel, yet it does not want us to heve & roferendum., You have Exm
seen that at the "ashington conventiocn they went gtrongly ifor the poliocy
of discounraging state referenda. I remember what you egid sbout the
"summum bonumi" But T maintoir that they have no right to impose & pol-
ley contrary to the liberty sllowed by the congtitution, But whether
' cin keep our ¥y.E.n.F, in line on that right seemes now ¥ery doubtful;
though if the Yegislature shounld submit the stats smendmsnt without
esking our ssso0. I beleieve we would all work for it.

Please study our situstion, and give me your opinion,

I heard of your new business enterprise whilst I wae in New York in
their cempaign; snd T heertily congratulate ydu and you aisters on
your success,

Please gilve my regrds to them, and Welieve me

Very cordikaiyy yours,
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My dear Miss Clay:

After going carefully over the clippings and reading your letter to
Mrs., Catt, I am prepared to say that not to allow a state to vote
on its oWwn BOPAXERRIXE¥XER - initiative to0 enfranchise its women is

a form of kaiserism I hope you will not be party to. I confess the
Presidents attitude came as a great surprisey but not so much a&s his
Justification of his. aet that he did not regard xE® woman suffrage
28 a principle but as & policy Furthermore is he going to regard
the party platform in Kai ‘"vuion alse as "a scrapof paper", It
may be he has the Senate fi s0 that it will not .be submitted .
which could consistent e accomplished as both varties are committed
to state action,

I have given serious thought to the Ky situation outlined, but I

think you attach tolse erious importance to the effect of division,

One suggestion comes to me as getting over- the didficulty and It s for
the Conference to act, urkﬁl‘{uféluﬂu would seem an outrageous ase
sumption for & groupn of womernyl, to take action to ask the state to
submit the cguestion to its voters. But when the purpose of a PFederal
Amendment is to put over on a group of states the effect of Amendments
never ratified except by fraud and oppression and which to=-day are
not enforced for the purpose for which they were written ,them I think
~the end justifies our puxpR=EEIXxX action as one of self defense,

Therefore 1 suggest that the Southern Conference is justified in
writing to both the Republican and Democratic members of the Ky. Leg=
is lature a1 ask them in this nation's crisis to place America's
attitude toward her women ,in their right to vote .beyond the pale of
criticism, P70 ask them t0 do this in fEifikiImesmkxxm® loyalty to
their parties pledges for woman suffrage by state enactment. Some
timely reference that to_do otherwise is to commit the "scrap of
paper act " which the worldd@ggﬁqmns Germany $or, would “be politic,

states [ then the rest of the union would have a right +to enforce upon
states” & standard of Americanism which would make it impossible for
women to ©De kept disfranchised in any state, I believe we have a
wonderful opportunity to serve our sex and at the same time escape
the perils that a Federal Amendment will certainly precinitate,

We mi%ht take the stand that if 'after doing this and the southern

I have been asked by the "The Lawyer and Banker® a very high order

0 magazine to write an article on the womangsuifrage situation, I

may outline this duty of the ustates along the lines suggested for

the Legislatures, The attitude of the National I regard as positively
dishonorable, With & Constitution that distinetly wr0v1de for boeth
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JEAN M. GORDON, President e S0 FANNIE R. GORDON
MRS. W. A. GORDON KATE M. GORDON

JEAN M. CO.

MANUFACTURERS’ AGENTS

508 MAGAZINE STREET

NEW ORLEANS, LA. January I5.

My dear Miss Clay:

This notehead tells its story. You have been on my mind and con=-
science for many months to write and tell you of events, Last
llay the man that my brother had carried all his life, and to whom
his business w&as turned over in the form of a @Gompany ~“td in
which he got & controlling power-= literally gave us an ultimatum
to go out oi the business or he would impose conditions that were
intolerable led to our accepting his ultimatum,. I think dn the
light of the knowledge Wwe have to=day we were badly advised. The
inclosed booklet throws the light on the attitude of the Wholesale
trade when Jeean asked their opinions about going in for ourselves.
We are out to get what we can of Willie's splendid business, and
s0 far done splendlidly = all expenses paid and to*morrow
business and virtually pay back our capital stock
that strike you for .ingenues. One of the deep laid schemes
J

the unitiated as to the mysteries ﬂgﬁaainess
/
v

men 10 keep Wwomen in suojection haps sbeen suhe, great fallacy foisted
L]

Now for the Southern 1 ) Mr Wilson's daid to the Federal
Amendment in the House wa ! surprise of my life. But I think
it has ©back of it an entirely different purpose than ratification.
I think the Woman's Party has gotten on nis nerves, sand while
"making the_world safe fro democracy , Lanthomen standing in sleet
and snow and going to jail was too mueh for his sense of consisten.
Cye. 1 cannot believe that the Democratic Party will ever nut over
on the peonle of the south snother amendment the equivalent of the
i5th Amendment, Without the Democratic party it cannot be ratified.
Whether it 1s his pyrpose to whip into line the solid south a
a party expnedient giving of suffrage to women is what

to believe. When he put over New York it will be plain saili

in this democratic stronghold,

What I think we should do is to write +to the Democratic Committee
men of every southern state and also to all Democratic National
Committee men to demand submission and ratification Mg theV'states
of a woman suffrage amendment, If the amendment is submitted
our suffrage will in the south be indefinitely postononed for when
we rouse the sleeping dogs of negro suffrage , then we will unleash
upon woman suffrage an almost insurmountable opposition., The Anti's
will certainly have things their way. Oh +that the Citizen and
Boyer to handlewas at my command. liow would it be possible for
you to come and spend the winter with me he®e, I would like your
counsel and together we might do for the cause we both believe
in our greatest service.
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3ions, I managed to set forth these pointa:
That both the '@ and national suffrage constitutions provide for
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equal righte which canno aside by either party without the
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consent of the other, If either party does bresk them it frees the




pclitical issue cher persons bhesides members of suffrage associations
hsd an inﬁereaﬁ in the question, and 1f the suffrage association d4id
not keep in the 5d 1t could not expect those other persons to stand
agide and let the issue 4rop, OF be menaged otherwise than they fe-
gsired. After I had referred to these facts two OX three times, and
they apparently met with their ass occurred to
agk if T wounld feel myself
ciation. I replied that that was & personal question, requird
to give my perso pinion apa rt from my officiel capacity;- But
enswer it. My answer was that I W uld not feel
my capacity as an officer of the Xy.E.R.B . t acting

individuel or as a member of some other & -4on I certsin-

t T was entirely within my right of personal liberty to do

and of the state asso. conniving at it
80, And moreover I felt that the action of the Fa 1Jnalr%n denying

as far as it could equal rights for state agtion with N
was autooratic and oppressive, snd in the na' ture
greement, and thereby setting the oppressed party free from
tion to ohserve the broken clause of the constitutions, These reé-
marks were perfectly underztood by them; snd they saw at once that
they musld consider how this freedom of action .on my part and- those
who thought with me would affect the object desired by ¥rs.Catt, I 4o
not know hwetter it will change thelr plan, whioch was practically to
sbandon effort for a state amendment; byt ss some decision must be
resched by Febr.ISth I have determined to teke no stepe in the legis-
1ature till that time, though I shell be studying plans to lose no
time after that date.
Therefore, letters to the members of the ¥y.legislature are not
desired just now from the 3.5,¥imsn suffrage Conference; though I hope
you will be studying up & suitable gxxlif it should be needed, But I
am of the smme opionon as when I wrote before thet lettere from the &=

gonference to the liationel and state Central Democratic Committees,
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I89 N.Mill 3t,, Lexington, Ky.
Jan,26th, I918,
My dear lMiss Gordon,
I am much gratified by receiving your letter
of Jan,2Ist, offering the assistance of the Southern Conference %o
Xy.in the present emergency.

I have thought deeply of the situation both in the nation and
this state. I think the opponents of “tate action mey have some
Justification in saylng that the states have not enough organizaii
tion and money to carry on state amendments successfully. ~hat is
the strong objection our Louisville women are making, though in our
case without Jjustification, I think. But it is true of many states
both in the south and other sections., I do not see how this condi-
tion is ever to be altered; and therefore I do see how we need party
action to win us the victory. The parties can make campaigns suc-
cessful, 1f they make them party issues. I believe the National ¥.8
has made & serious tactical mistake in not célling upon the two domi=-
nent parties to make good their party pledges, and relieve the women
of the hardships of state campaigne. Tnstead of that, they have de=
mende? from the parties a change in the method of granting the fran-
chise, in direct contradiction o0f their “a‘ional platforms, ey

not *his mistake be made the opportunits of the Southern Confere

to
ence? Ought not the Southern Conference make good its . right to ex-

istence by now calling upon the Democratic party, especially in the
one-party section, to make good their St.Iouis pledge? I really
think we should have done it in 1917 during the legislative season;
but we can now ma%athat plea effectively by calling attention to
Bres.Wilson's declaration on Jan.9th that ?% thought it had a serious
waer aspect, and that action on woman suffrage should immediately be

teken by the American nation,
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Therefore, my suggestions for action by the 5.3, .R.tohference are;
I (I( Towrite an appeal to the Bational Democratic Committee and to
Democratic
the Central Committee of each Southern state, and make a strong and
bold appeal to them to redeem the pledge made to the people at st,louis
to grant suffrage by the state route, and use Pres.Wilson's rlea of
war necessity. I believe it is better not to use any eargument beyond
this. If we atteppt to argue further, we seem to assume that the
party knew no reason itself why it endorsed the state action plan;
and,moreover, an argument as short as it must be in such a document
&8s we should write might appeal to some and set others agatnst us,
Particularly, I think we should not say enything ebout the Federsl
Amendment, because so many Dempcrats voted for it in th eV,3.House.
(8) 1 see no reason why such an ap?eal should appear intrusive write
ten to eny state, The Conference exists for Just such & purpose. T
would be willing to sign such an appeal at once, even in view of the
Kentucky situation. I think the appeal should be sent as promptly as
possible to every state shich has a legislature sitting this year,
When I said I d4id not think any southern state byt Xy. would pass a
state amendment I meant none whése "legislature sits this winter,There
are only seven states which hold their bi-ennial legislature in the
éven years, Forty-one hold them in the xiig years,

Now as for Kentucky: Mrs.South writes that she expecte to call &
Board meeting next week. It will probably meet in Louisville., 7T am
going to try then to get our own Association to call on the parties,
only both of them, to do what I am now recommending, In thet case,if
I succeed, the S.9.W.S.Conference can not help any further than by
wEiting the general appeal I have described, 1 I cannot get any
suitable state action, I have not yet decided what I ought to do. I
must be guided somewhat by circumstences.and I will send you & long

telegram after that Board meeting, I have determined to do all that I
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My dear Liiss Clay:

Your telegram received and it is not very clear so will wait your
letter with interest, I understand to take no action with Ky
Legislature until Feb. I5th at least. :

Had a letter from Mrs Boyer this morning and I am going to gquote
from it, Whenever Boyer thinks the National or &any of its
. high lights are particularly foolish she disassociates herself &and
~.8speaks of it as ¥ your National Association®" or"you nationals" so
she. askss"What is the Senate going to do"? _You and Pattie and
Nellie make me tired. For the past two years you have babbled about
the Federal Amendment ©Dbeing yearmned for in the sunny south and then
you dont deliver &a single vote toward itill
Looks as tho' your
political guesser was out of plumb. You see it's this way in dear
0ld Massachusetts., We've got Fo have a Federal Amendment because Mass,.
will never give suffrage by referendum., Too many foreigners, And so
we depend on "you of the south" to ratify and_ forcean amendment on
Masse "
Then she goes on to say"Honest to goodness that is the argument herel
sometimes I think Ifve lost my wits"., Then she tells me what possie
bly you may knowsbut if you do not it is well for you to know,XXrRmxx
regard it as confidential, Mrs. Catt has sent a confidential letter
to "State Presidents" in which she does not seem very sanguine over
the Senate vote, They are "shy" seven votes, She did not send Jean
one, 2ltho my idea of an Ass'n 1s that if an organization is kept
in (because ¥k it does not dare to put you out) &8ll official communi=
cations should be sent without fear or favor. In connection with
this fear of the Senate I rather think the Paulites are equally fear=
ful. Mrs. Thompson one of their emmssaries passed through N.O., last
week and she /sent me a message and asked me to let her know what
I was going to do in the Legislature. The person who brought the mes=
sage and her regrets(we are very friendly) at not seeing me, was not
very Xriex clever and I wormed out of ner that they too were fearful
of the Senate. Boyer then goes on to ask" Am wondering if your
Netional will decide to place a little more emphasis on State Cam=-
vaigns at its next Convention"?7.

The partisan fight which is doming out in the Chamberlain fight is
throwing some light on Wilson's influence being cast for the
Federal Amendment. He is playing politics. There is going to be

a battle royal between vested interests and labor in the
paign and Wilson is going to ghrow his fortunes with labor,
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Wilson can
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can get the suffrage leaders ,admitting that his personal influ=
ence was cast in favor O0f the women because they wanted an amend=
ment, even tho he qualified his preference for the state method
gives him an enviable recoérd in favor of suffrage. The women
themselves were so sanguine of the SenateYthat the House was the
stumbling block Wtaniiot blame M if the women miscalculated their
strength, Now then if the Southern Democrats, play the cards
for the States to do their duty and the solid south become
woman sufirage territory it will pin the sufirage standard to the
credit of the democratic party. Its politics pure and simple,
Catt is being advised by Hay and she is one of the intensest repub-
licans I ever knew, and that is why she has swerved so inconsistently
to an absolutely National policy.

One of the interesting things I have been observing is the seeming
apathy of our Press. Evidently instructions have been received,
inclose a letter I sent to the five Governors. I wrote a lit=
note to each and expressed a desiré for any help they could
ive. In the note I took the ground that until states at least had
he opportunity submitted for the men of the stzte D express an
inion 1t seemed premature to submit uch less rwt1¢J an amnd=
ment « I then wext on to sa; 12t 1f after having had the oppor=
tunity the men of the south were willing to keep their women ‘the
political inferiors of negroes then I was free to confess I wa
ready to appeal to republicans and northern democrats to ratify
n amendment.

=

a
I am very hopeful’  "of our position. if I were you i certainly

vould maintain she right of the -state to pass—on the guestione. I

feel sure the Democratic Party is not going to lose this golden
opportunity to make this a democratic victory. Now because I stress
the Democratic Party please do not belééve I am enthusiastically
democrat. "My ipclination on many pedmts / #4-their policies appesl

to me more than cenerll"ey ideal and high tariff of thé Reps.

But it is Hobson's choid8" 4 H4”in order t,0 get our ballot we have to
try and make it a party expedient. That's our long suit.

€

I have been going over the party affiliations of your legislature
and find a large majority Democratic but not the requ ired two
thirds. The long suit will be MLKinQUU‘/g pgrtvwme ure, Are
many of your Republicans independent and ;ﬁf Irag stabai*sﬂers to join
in submission which will accerue to Demochatic d&dvantage. That's
the Scylla & Charybais we have to ste@d thro. Oh if you and Boyer
and I could only be together im this crisis,

Affectionately,

Kate M. Gordon,

I am not going to waste any steam on Mrs. Catt. Have you heard any-
thing &about Nellie Somerville. She seems to have completely dropped
out of things. I wonder 1if her mind could be affected, for really
her attitude «and somethings she said and did in regard to the
Soutuern Conference could be explained in no other way.,




189 n,ui1l n%,, Lexingtom, xy.
webr.8th, 1918,
dy desr Jiss cordon, S b , ?
wrote you yesterday veliing of the new gite-

uation in Xy., und em writing again in answer to yours of the bth,
enclosing lir.Gamble's open letter. 7T read it with deep interest;
but I say at onoe it will do no good to eirculate it in xy, Ve have

no negro problem ., ¥e have less than %I of HegTo populatlan;.we
never had but ome county of the I20 which ever had & negro majority,

which it lost some yeers sgo:; snd in the recent negro exodus, that
county lost 2000 negroes, and other counties with a large negro pPop=-
nlation also lost heavily. So that even & problem of congestion no
longer exists in ¥y, 1If you ever hesr that argument employed by Ty,
politicisns be assured it is used only for excuse, and does not ime
poge upon any one who has the lesnst knowledge of the resl state of
affairs,

I sent you my letter to drs,Catt; and until after this session
of our state legislature I feel bound not to attack the vederal
Amendment in any public way. 0 I do not wish this letter sent out
to any of the stute legislatures with my signature, though T see no
reagon vhy you might not send it as you did the Governors' letter,
of your own initiative, Certainly, every eone has a right to circu-
lete any literature she chooses, But in Xy. any appeal to the negro
question is gddng to lessen the weight of objections to the imendment

rather than inorsase 1%; beocsuss, like the “estern “tates, Xy, e mm
more or less tired of being hempered by the wishee of the colored hm
belt to the neglect of their own or the Democratic party's interests
It is up to the colored belt to make some move to eonform to the gen-
eral intereste of the Jemocrstic party; or expect to find itself in
& hopeless minority. on that account, I think your recemmendation &
to Yr.Gamble to get some concerted action of the Southern States

to grant women suffrage by state amendments is politic and strong;
end the only poliey, to my mind, that is going to meet the present
exigency,

On the other hand, I am surprised that ir.Camble does not even
touch upon the fact which seems to me so important,- that the suc-
cess of the Federsl /mendment will be & grand Republican véctory;-
and if woman suffrage proves & o potent a factor im politice as He=
8ro syfirsge, such & result will mean the defeat nationall of the

Demoeratic party for m gemeration, Have you raad"EﬁH"ﬁ?EEgted
Roosevelt's open letter to the Republican Senators published in the
Tomen's Cétizen of Febr,Ist? He is already claiming tha submission
by Congress &8 a great 7epublisan asset; as it obviously is, in spite

of Mre.Catt's politic disclaimer that it is due to any one party,
On accomt of what seems to me s0 plain, every day is strengthen-
ing my suspicion that Pres.¥ilson's declaration,und the votes of Tem-
cerats in the U,.9.House is rart of a policy which is not yet clsar-
1y revealed to my circumsoribed political vision.I cannot believe,
and shall not until I see it done, that the Democratio party, having
the game in its own hende, is going to give it away to the fepubli-
cens in this obvious way, 3ut as ur.Gamble points out guite forei-
bly, just suoch things have been done by blindnes, self- interest for
the tdme veing, or by & general apathy caused by more pressing is-
fues, such &s the war,
“rite to me as often as Jou can; and I am going to let you
hesr Promptly of anything new which may come up here,
My regards to your sisters, and believene
Very cordislly yours, ‘
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My dear Miss

I am sending with this letter the open letter of the Attorney General
to Ransdell, I rather think with the political trust that exists

in this state that he would not have made the attack unless he did

80 with the consent of the powers that be. I take it 4as the openin
gun of the attack on a federal amendment and I believe it is going

to be what I always prophesied would be the line of action that

the Democratic solid South is going to make it a democratic victory,

AL four ia¥clock he lis coming to call on Jean and me, I am going to
bropose that we try and get a cert.ain number Of states not necessa=-
rily southern to form an agreement to give woman suffrage to their
women with the understanding that a8 far as such things can be
binding there will be no further federal amendments dealig
with the suffrage.

g..)lclaock
Gamble spent four hours here., He is & very charming man to megtal
and truly worried over the . seriousness of the situation, He says
he took the medium of Ransdell's( as he terms it treachery) to in-
Ject politics into it for the sole and only reason that the men
0f the south are asleep to what is on. I think Wilson's action
has been a fearful surprise. He says the fall of the solid south
as a political expedient on tne part of the democratic party is
perfectly feasible and practical, He approved of my Governor's let-
ter and indorsed the National Dem and State Dem plan: o fhappeal, T
myself believe that when it comes to the show down &

ansdae
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will be missing, The fellow Seems overwnelmed thet southern
women are lined up to condone
Ee does not know how little the rank and file of

the I4th and I5th Amendment s,

women know

through

you re-

was going to send out to the
I was wilsitdne you, Al wrong and you
said that came of ner English heritage,

about the suifrage = would not like to put Iiss Shaw
& questionnaire on state Or Nationsal guestions, do
call that letter or instructions she e
States that I received when

The c&ss% reiferred to in reference to Judge Marr is the Cruikshank
decision,

The politicians are trying to bluff out on the Grandfather Clause
decision mnot affecting the franchises granted under this pro-
vision , but I am and have been of his opinion and 'when two years
&g0 We were campaigning 1in prospect 0f -the Constitutional Con-
vention being held I had made up my mind. in the event of our be~
ing euchred out to challenge the whole result if we did not go
thro. But the Call was defeated,

I am going to send this .to the southern Legislators from the
Southern Conference, Do you approve? Of course with a letter that
1f the southern states do their duty to women the whole thing can
be dismissed and the southern states resent this opening of an
old sore, Let me hear from you on tnis noint.
Cordially,
Kate I Gordon,




189 ¥,.mMill st., Lexingtonm, Xy,
Febr,7th, 1918,
i Miss Gordon b G
gA s ; I did not answer”promptly your letter Febr,Iss
because a new situation has developed in Xy,
On talking with her husband, Mrs,South was advised that the
Board meeting of Jan.3Ist wad not a quorum, Also, she desired some
legal advice as t1® how far the Board was legally bound to obey the
instructions of the Convention, Inthe meanwhile, what I had propk
esied came to pass;- a suffrage amendment bill was brought into th
state senate by fen.Richardson, without consultation with the women
or, as far as she cculd learn, with eny other members, she resolved
to call another Board meeting, and I went to that on Tuesday morn-
ing. They voted to oppose any bill until Mrs,.Catt withdrew her oppo-
sition. Mrs,Hutchison and T voted to uphold the instructions of the
convention, and in a full Board meeting we probably would have had
one more vote. But the majotity would have been against us even then
5o thet is the way it stands, I made it perfectly clear that I felt
I could obey the convention even against the majority of the Board;
and I think they all take my stand good-naturedly, as they well may,
a8 they are going to do as they plesase, But while I hold nyself fxm
free to co-operate with Mr.Richardson I do not see ny way clear to
doing s0; for I doubt if we can win with a divided ‘ssociation; and
we are informed that the Temperance people do not wish us to bring
in an amendment, as they fear it will injure the chances of the state
wide prohibition amendment, which has Just been successfully sube
mitted,
Therefore, I have decided not to ask the Southern woman Suffrage
Conference to write letters to the Ky.legislature, I believe any
action which would really help cen be done without that; and it
might produce needless friction,
I remain of the opinion that the S5.8.V.8.Conference should
write to the National and State Central Democratic Committees just
on the line I have outlined before, It exists for the purpose of ex-
pressing the southern woman's view-point, and I think we should ex-p
press it now. I do not think we should attack the Federal imendment
but confine ourselves to the patriotic aspect, the National pledge,
end the effect which faithfulness to that prledge will have on the
future women vote, as the Nemocratic Party has historic evidence of
in the negro vote,
Hrs,sSouth believes that en,Richardeon is acting on the part of
Democratic administration in this state, which is anti- Pro-
hibition, though it had to yiwld to publie sentiment., It may be his
bill will pass, though lrs,South will try to have it killed in COM=
mittee. In that cese, we will have an opportunity to try
theory that by eppealing to the voters to be true to their D
Pledges we may win the campaign without such great efforts

rense to the women, I will keep you advised if anything of impor-
tance comes up.

I am glad that you wrote to the Governors;: and I hope you will
soon get out your letter to the Committees,

Our legislature requires a three- f£ifths vote of all elected
members to submit a state emendment,- that is, 60 in the House and
23 in the Senated. There are I3 Republicans senators, and 40 Rep,
members of the House,

Give my regards to your sisters, and believe ms
Very cordially yours,




189 n.miil st,, Lexington, Ky,
yarch I8th, I®9IS8,
My dear Miss Gordon,

I am indeesd pleased to hear from you agein,
and to receive your enclosed srticle, I think it %s most admira-
ble in argument end pr-centetion, T have used you permission to
criticize only to make 4t more conciliatory to the negro vote, =
which may be a factor in some of the states, 4l1so, tc avoid any
more anteconiem than is necesssry to the T4th and 165th Amendments,

Our Tegislature afjourns on “ednesday; so unless we have a call-
ed session it seems likely Ventucky will have no part in finslly
gsettling the question, unless the Federal ‘mendment fails, ¥wvery
day that the “enate puts off voting on it increasss my doubt whether
it ever will ress, TIf it does pass this Congress other states in
T979 will either ratify or reject it, end ¥y, will not be calle?
on to vote »t ®al, T am Jreply 2isappointed that we were not allowed

to have a state submission, for well-informed suffragists believe
we could have succeeded in I9I9,

Mrs,Catt has called the Hxecutive Council, consisting of the
stete presidents and ex.members to meet about the middle of April;
and I hea®, though not directly, thatNew Orleans is chosen as the
¢city of meeting., The object of the Ex.Council is to lay out plans
for the ratification of the Amendment, if it has passed the Senate;
or in case it does not do so in this Congress, to lay plans to de-
feat enough men to see that it passes both Houses next Congress,

It was decided at the Washington Convention that the states in which

these campaigns should be carried on should be chosen by combined

action of the National RBoard and the respective state Boards, I
shall have nothing to dowishcempaigns to defeat men who stand by
their lational platforms; It is contrary to my ideas of politiecal
ethics. I believe rather in insisting upon the bihding force of
platforms. Sen,James, of Xy., is one who reduses to vote for the
mendment, and he stends for re-election this fall,

If the Amendment fails of passage in this Congress I hope the
States Rights Suffragists may be able to make some sort of resist-
ance to the Federal Amendment, Every day that I thdnk of it seems
to inerease my antipathy to it. I believe in States fights; and in
these war times, when so much extraordinary power is being given to
the Administration, it may well turn out that undiminished state
rights may be the anchor for the stability of our government.

I shall not give up hope that enother way than the Federal Amend-
ment may be found until it is taken from me by the accomplishment

of thet amendment, both in Congress and by the ratificstion of 36 mfa
state legislatures,

I am sorry to hear of Miss Jesn's illness, (Give my regaerds t
to her, and to iliss Fanny, and with much love to all of you, I mm
Very cordially yours,




/

Smuthern States Woman Suffrane Conferenre

MRS. O. F. ELLINGTON, Rec. Sec’y, KATE M. GORDON, President, AUDITORS

721 W. Morkham St., Little Rock, Ark. B0 el Onsenaley MRS{JAS M MCCORMACK,
MARIE LOUTI LAURA CLAY, Vice-President at Large, 107 Brown Arcade, Baltimore, Md.
SE COLLENS, Co. Sec’y, Lexington, Ky. I, MRS. W. M. STONER, 2d Auditor,

1309 Berli 4 o i
; 9 Berlin St.,, New Orleans, La. ONORARY VIGHErESRT 1538 Rhode Island Ave., Washington, D. C.
MRS. H. B. BARTLETT, Treasurer, MRS. OLIVER H. P. BELMONT‘

155 Audubon Boulevard, New Orleans, La. New York City

IDA PORTER-BOYER, Executive Sec'y, MRS. HELEN GARDINER, HEADQUARTERS:
419 Camp Street, New Orleans, La. Washington, D. C. NEW ORLEANS, LA.

March 26, 1918,

My dear Miss Clay,

Your interest ing letter received, and accept with pleasure the
recommendations suggested for the article. * can understand
thoroughly your disappointmemt at not having the question sub=
mitted in Kentucky, and of course I ubt the expediency of lrs.
Catt's political policy which is ba f the whole thing. I have
been rather doubtful of the submission of the Federal amendment
though realizing the possibility of it; but in conversation with
& prominent banker the other day, I was told by him that from
inside informationm it had been accepted as 2 necessary policy

to protect the Democratic Party in the on-coming Congressional
elections. I have been waiting to see what the outcome would

be. L do not want to fire our ammunition too sogn, but I took
the stand the other day by offering a resolution in the Era

Club to organize the women who were not suffragists to realize
the situation confronting them., I want to give you credit far
suggesting the idea in one of your letters, and which struck

me as a very good point to make.

Now it is my intention tomﬂprk t he Southern Conference purely
in the Democratic Party as wfpolitical strategy, but if I canm
organize a sufficiently strong, might I express it a non-combat
tant party to make the appeal to both Democratic and Republican
national committeemen and legislators to grant the womenmn of the
country their suffrage without ardusi the antagonism and ine
justices that a Federal amendment &Hﬁ%@arouse, o following
the suggestion offered in my speech. ;ﬁ

I am finfing en effective argument meeting the unprincipled

one of the women and the men favoring a Federal amendment,
fthat the South hadovbeen handling the s ituation very well in the
past; and would continuento 4o s0, by stating’that any mem and
woman can conscientiously devise methods and means to defeat

the 1l4th and 15th amendments, because they are frauds and for-
geries, placed upon the constitution of the United States at the
point of the bayonet, through the disfranchisement of theowhite
man and the enfranchisement of the negro slave just out of bond=~
age; that we are not morally obliged to support such a fraud;
but on the other hand, if a woman ;u§a§age amendment, carrying
with it the disadvantages of éareée$a1 amend ment, also the pro=
vision for its enforcement is adoptsd by 36 States, then we
should honor our national constitut iomn, and consent to white
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men 1in certain sections of the South living under the govera=
ment of an inferior and child race. I am:going to meke this ny
themsse

I had not heard about t he prospect of lMrs. Catt's coming to the
city in April. If she comes down here to talk a Federal amende
ment, I hope she will get everything she deserves.. 1f she does,
I will give publicity to the fact that in an open convention

of the National American Woman Suffrage Association in 1912

she said in the event of the South interfering with the rati=
fication of a Federal amendment, that the North befo re had
trained its guns on the South and would do It againe

I want to extend to you from myself and my sisters a Very COor=
dial invitation that if you come to New Orleans for this con=
vention that you be our guest. I extend this invitation whether

you come to the convention or not, or whenever you can come,
for I do yearn for fyharcounsel and fyhar help at this t ime.

With the situation in Europe as it is to-day, I must say that

I have not much heart for suffrage or any other kind of work,
1 confess that if the Kaiser wins them everybit of faith I
have will faile, When I }now what those emmisaries of the

devil have done to women and childrem, if success attends them,
then I do not want to believe in a higher power guiding our
destinies, 7

Affectionately

et




189 N,uill st., Lexington, Ky,
erch 30th, I9I8.

My desr Miss Gorden,

I thank you and your sisters very much for
your kind iavitation to visit you; and while I am not coming to the
meeting of the Fxecutive Council of the N.A.7.S.A, I hope some-
time to avail myself of it, both as a great plesasure in 1nself, and
becauvse I would like indeed to take counsel with all of you in ths
grect erisis of the suffrapke movement,

I am not going to tuke any part 4in the program of the gational for
forwarding the S.B.A.Amendment, either by way of working to in-
crease sentiment for i{; or for campaigns against eoygressmen who
abide by their Netional platforms in voting agaipst it, I have men-
tioned my positior guietly when the subjact is broughtup, because,
as cneof the Board ¢f the Xy.E,R.A., I think it rroper to state my
positicn in advanes, incuze . should te one of the statgs Selecs
ed to work in, While I am prepared to submit with as geod a grace
as I can muster, in csasse it should prove that "dominating polit-
ieal opinion" supports it, I shall do nothing to help create that
opinion; end it is contrary to my idea of political ethiecs to op-
pose @ man HEs¥EEEYH® politically because he adheres to the plat-
form of the party he reprcsents,

I vote what you say about the political poliey of the Dem-
ocratic party to protect itself in the coming Congressional elec-
tions., I have never doubted that that is the reasom it geems to
have sbandoned its ground; for when T spent the winter in Tashing-
ton lobbying for the U.S. Elections Bill I observed with some sur-
prise that the Congressional Union had the Testern congressmen con-

siderably frightened; and the Democratic party of the south can-
not afford te injure its holad unop the so-operation of the wes-
tern men. Thst is the point I have been trying to make in my let-
ters to you, to charge you that in all your arguments you must con-

sider the Vestern point of view quite ss sclicitously as the
Southern,

But in spite of sppearances now, I doubt if the Democrats
will really give way to the Federal Amendment, though I believe
they recognize the necessity of yielding on the question of suf-
frage. Annie Martin in a public speech lately said that Pive gixth

of the Republican ‘enators, and one third of the Demecratic Sen-
ators were pledged to vote Ffor the submission of the Amendmentyxx¥u
You alreuldy know the proportion of the lepresentatives who voted
for it, VWhen it comes to be ratified by the legislatures I do not

doubt that the prorortion of Democratic states &4nd Revublican
states will bte as strongly contrasted as the barties in the con-
gress, That iz, there is no possible wa¥ to disguise the fact
11 be & great Republican viectory. all
the lessons you quote from histery are fully appreciated by both
parties, and such a result must be for the great advantage of the
Republieen psrt, not to Speak of the fact that a ratification of
the Amendment will bs & Justification of the I5th, which will great
ly 2dd to the force of the negro vote, now so entirely Republican,
Seeing these things aas T do, I cannot believe until 1t is an ac-
complished fact, that the Demooratic party will hand over to the
Republicans suech an enormous prestige, when they hold the cards in
their own hands. of cwrse, their only final remedy is in grant-
ing suffrage by some sorh of States Rights method, The one you are
presenting is ome; the U.8.Flections bill is another; the grant =
state by stase is another/. I may say, primary suffrage is another,
in one-party states, Hongxz( man¥ more may be devised by astute
Over
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politicians ‘I do not kmow; but these are-enough to show that it
would be rankly suicidal for the Democratic party to throw up the
game now. they have all the csrds in their own hands, Therefore, it
seems to me that ws guffragists who m¥mx do not want the 3.B.'.
Amendment should play for time, hoping that wiseg counsels will
prevail in the masses of the suffrage women, as they begin to com-
prehend the immense difficultises in the way of vasging it; and in
addition, I may sey, the real political dangers whiech might threat-
en our beloved country if in this time of world-revolution we
should extend the electorate to an overwhelming multitude of un-
trained voters, many of whom sre obvionsly unfit for responsibil-
ity, and some o* whem, ot leagt, would not he euided 1in its use by
patriotic motives., The vwiruience of “agland on ¢this point 4is one
We shoulé regard; and yet they are in less danger from such effects
thten we sre: hecanse mno sliens or recently mnaturaliced citigens
Would heve beasn included, even if their DHill had enfeanchised all
the women vho are of tne class of Tne enrrapchised men,

I think we shonld commtently point out that the sufPfragists
should work along the lines of laest registance; and that we should
be taking advantage of the party nlatforms of the dominent parties
in declaring for suffroze by the state route to push state amend.
‘ments, instead of refusing this political help, and ruaning coun-

- ter to the expressed opvosition of tnese two parties to that me-

thod, Permonally, T think there the T.A.™.°.A mads an enovmous
ate smend-
(o]

n tc.the

~taetical error in swmw setting themselves agalnst s
‘ments at this time, sltocether apart from my orposit
Federal Amendment,

a
s
¥
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Yon ¥mow that the Nationel 41s helping the campeign in Ck-
lghoma,- which votes this fall., &xywrwsr 41 o, Arkansse will
have & comstitutionsl ecorvention, and T think the Weticnsl is
helping there, 'TFf the ™emacratic perty would meke state suffrage
& party noliey and reslly help, ané $ake the burien of canpaign-
ing off the chonlders of women, which they eould do without any
extirae effort cr expense for themselves, they could spike the guns
of the Pepublicene ir tueir suppert of the Fedsrsl imenément, WwWill
they have the visdom and visior to dc thig? I believe it 1s the
rert of stetes rishts ~omen %o bring thess points vefore them; for
they are now penie stricken by what seemgfond semms onlyd to
be the rrectiecally unanimous demand of *he women, We know that
the Fetional has for years asystematically suppressed the Opposi-
tion to the Federal Amendment, and by force of superior organiza-
tion and ecommand of money made it eppear that all woman suffragists
wanted the Amendment,

- I bold thas the binding force on me of my letter to Mrs,Catt,

8 copy of which I sent to you, has expired, because the Federal
Amendment did not pass and wes not submitted to the Xy.Legisla~
ture before its adjourmsett, And while I am going to be punctiliesm

ious in not arcusing any fraction whieh I can avoid, I intend to
use my discretion unfettered to present the views which I am ex-
pressing to you.in this letter and in previous ones,I hope this
course meets with your approval; for you know I think your family
containg some of the fsw women who have much pelitieal grasp of
the women suffrage question, And I rejoice to think that you will

Still be in your prime when the cause is finelly won, and can reap
_personalily some of its friaits,

With my warm regards to your gisters, andto yourself,
I am
Very cordiially yours,




I89 N.Mill St., Lexington, XKy
March 28th, 1918, .

My dear Mrs,.Boyer,

I thank you so much for your letters of the

i5th and the 20th, with their interesting enclosed clippings,

I had seen nothing of Mr,Flood's bill; and I am glad to hear of it,
I considered your suggestion te take up the matter with Mrs. Catt,
but I decided that it would do no good., Her indifference to Sen,

Owen's offer to press the U,5,Tlections bill, made, as jou remem=

ber, at sSt, Louis, astonished me; and left me convinced that t here
is nothing to be expected of the National 7.S,A, on any such bill;
at least, until hope is extinguished of any result from the "drivé
for the S.,B.A.Amendment., As Mrs,.,Catt knows how deep my interest

is in the U.S.Elections Bill, and that I am not interested in the

Amendment except under compulsion, I do not think sny effort of

mine to direct attention to Mr,Fleocod's bill would do any gocod, I
Think there might be some good effect if interest were shown in it
from some other quarter; end if you can inaugurste such & move I

believe you would be doing a service to suffrage,

I saw something of Miss Blackwell's liberal gift in the Woman
Cotizen, The Woman Cothbzen is so entirely given up to long argu-
mentative articles about the ,SB.A,Amendment and sercastic remarks
about t»ose who are not favorable to 1t that nowadays T find dif-

Piculty in wafding through 1t; and some things in it which might be
of interest might easily escape my reading,

For instance; what is going on in Oklahoma® I did read that
the National is going to help there; bhut I have seen nothing more,
I wish very much the TNational had seen its way to sending you thee
to take charge, for I think none of our workers is so fitted for
thet particular task, Tvery day mekes me regret more tha loss of
you at the head of the Tew Southern Citizen, The southern inter-
est in suffrage which your efforts aroused through that peper seems
to heve been credited to dhkher influences by the National; end has
been mistaken for favorable sentiment towards the Federal Amend-
ment. I have been so astonished at Pres,Wilson's attitude and its
passage through the U,S,House that I do not choose to be a proph-
et as to its further success; but I shall not believe in it till

I see it actually pass the gauntlet of legislative ratification,

In the meentime, Ky, suffragists have been thwarted in the deci-

sion of the Ky.convention to push & state amendment, The vote was
cerried overwhelmingly in our convention; but the National op-

pesed it, and had influence with & majority of our Stat boz@d sufe
ficient to make them decide not to do it in the face of the Nathon-
&l opposition, Those who were form in their support of the s&ate
amendment yet felt that we probably could not win with a divided
board, though we felt gregt hopes if we could work unitedly, In
that dilemma we felt it best not to push the matter to a division,
but await firther developments with & united front, though the
opinions were divided, ~Naturally, the consequence of disregarding
vthe vote of the state convention has been to slow down all ef-
fort; end I think a great tactical mistake has been made by the

National by its interference, As far &s Emurxs=Emts I can see, our
state is wholly gnprepared to ratify the S.B.A.Amend/ even if it

should be brought before our legislature of I920, If it is going

to succeed at sll1, however, I suppose the 4I state legislatures wk

which sit in I9I9 will ratify it, snd ¥y, will really have nothing
to do with it, .

Write to me again, and tell me what you think of the situasd
tion in OklagomaZ Anfthing you write is of interest to me., I knew
Over
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you were in Mas&, though Miss Gordon, shd also through the press,
I congratulate Mass, on having you; but I deeply regret that the
Scuthern States Wilman Suffrage Conference could not have you at the
helm in these strenuous days of conflicting opinions and policies,
Always cordislly yours, :




FANNIE R. GORDON

JEAN M. GORDON, President
KATE M. GORDON

MRS. W. A. GORDON
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508 MAGAZINE STREET

INEW OREEANS, Eigsgoh 16,0716

My dear Miss Clay,

It has been impossible for me to write sooners Jennie was
quite ill and much of the time that I had hoped to be able to
give to suffrage thought was made impossible. I am enclosing
the article 4 prepared for the Lawyer and Banker but I am
afraid it was too late to serve in t he publication that they
asked for. I am now considering publishing it in some of the
generally=-read magazines, and would ask you to express an o=
pinion upon it.

This morning's paper, with the me ssage of the President to =
Texas I consider very significant, wherein he recommends the
adoption of primary woman suffragee I believe, however, that
we can make the Democratic farty see the wisdom of granting
woman suffrage, that is, if the National does notﬁinsiat

upon the Southern women pressing for a Federal amendment.

I hope to be able in day or two to frame what I want to

say to the National Qommitteemen and the State Central Com=
mittees. It is now over two months since the House A{ppif/
passed the amendment. I rather think be fore the President
recommended it he was sure of the situation in the Senate.

A new vision has come to me in regard to the Federal amendment
support by some of the people who have become enthusiastic
woman suffragists via Federal amendment. If an article that
appeared in one of the papers correctly reports Vardaman, he
is willing for a Federal amendment. Champ Clark that formerly
stood for pure and unadulterated States' Rights' Suffrage,
when he was made to declare himself, 2also stands now for a
Federal amendment. These men who ought to be on the States!?
Rights' side of the question belong to the willful group,

and I believe their purpose is to embarrass the President. I
am finding men, politicians particularly, that were rabid
against woman suffrage a year or so ago, now want suffrage

via the Federal amendment, because they camn't wait for slow
State submission, and in every instamce they are German sympa=-
thizers. I am watching this phase of the situation very close=

lye

I wish you wwould comment freely on my article,

Affecg?onately.

%fa(,«_.
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suc
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EQUALIZED DIVISION OF TULANE 2ttt - = a2 i 2
SCHOLARSE[I‘JPSEEIDVEE 5 1ntim 2 I did not 8¢ icipate troud
STUDENTS on that score, While " writing 3 south memorisa
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S e I thought of the congressions 1 both
OFP%IM%%EVSMAN for your consideration, tig put over
for of course I will be guided by ti Governor's wishes
FIRST APPLIED 1ICTORY! TO w_h?t dogrou think of the Southern Con erence tak1nx~«
%U?v‘?TDOBTETBYrTHES ?h}s action t0 hold both republican's and democrats res=
NITED STATES ponsible to carry out the recommendation of their
ca?;a%ganlatzo?ms. Needless t0 say I am writing all
this in the strictest confidence,
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can appreciate the triumph of the situation knowing the politica
autocracy that exists in Louisiana, but none of you can enjoy what
feel in seeing bunch of low down politicians take the suffrage
grace. iIf there was any political sense in the
ional Association I urge it to go in ont my memorial for while
think the National amendment may be submitted to control the
11t icel situation in I920 I doubt seriously whether there will,
ification, ifor if the out on it in I920 they
11 stand on a state SOVermlprty P and the reoublicun
g“?vanl . life the
for t%n
e

on
: i : wrote to ,
o»on lettﬁr they were 1nformnd we ten
tho charge but said Mr. Gamble had wrltoen one &very word of wh
ndorsed. But if they thaought that was harmful +to suffrage,
nothing. in comparison -to the exqulsite opportunity afforde by Mrs
Catt's attack on the National Party's Democraecy whose picketts had
Objected .to being jailed with negroes, and which the splendid organi
zation -of the Ca Church was exploiting for all it was worth,
Urs. Catt  w te " an_explanation saying she had been most careful
not to say anything to offend the south but like all the allegations
of the Anti's they left no dishonorable means unexploited., I got a
copy and sent it on and asked that thro some of kE her Federal Amend
ment supporters she deny the statement if it were untrue. =  that
if she would authorize me to say it was untrue I would deny it when
I would meet it in argument _ I have not heard further from her and
I suppose she cannot deny it. There are somé other gems from Miss
Shaw and Susan B Anthony is guoted from the Suffrage History about
worshipping at the feet of the ex-slaves. It makes your blood curdle
to read the stuff, I rather think the National wants to get us to
resign but are afraid of the effect for the last letter sgys the conw=
stitution must be interpreted as supporting both state and national
legiglation not either, :
lirs Boyer asked about Sen. Guion. He
the old school, The Governot to0ld me wWhe I asked im about his.stand
~.on the Federal Amendment - that. he thought was opPpPos ed Lo all kinds " of
woman suffrage, I am hoping that the turn about face in the political
attitude to suffrage in Louisiana forecasts a2 like condition in every
state where the democratic party is in control, There is no doubt
that the exodus. of negroes from the south ostensibly for industrisaal
burposes is a colonization of the republican party in states that
require padding, Do write me what you think of ti memorials s
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Concurrcnt Resolutiong,

Whereas, in order to vindicate the principles
upon which the govcmnment of the United States was
founded, suffragec must be cxtended to the women of
the nation, and,

fhereas the sovereignty of the State was
the fundamcntal principle upon which the Federal
government was ratified, and as maintenance of self-
government for the Stntc is destroyed if any extcrnal
power controils the right to define the electorate,

Be it resolved that the Schate of Louisiana,
the Housc of Represecntatives concurring, memorialize
congress to immediatcly rccommend to the Statcs to
cnfranchisc thcir women in conformity with the 1916
National Platforms of both the Dcmocratic and Recpub-
lican Parties which indorsed woman suffrage by State
cnac tment .

Be 1t further resolved that this aetion as
urged in the intcrests of National and political hon-
or;- jusbice and unity, and that the Secrectary of State
be instructcd to communicate this resoluation to the
TLouisiana rcprescntatives for submission to Congress.

KINNIE CABLE OESCHNER (Mrs. John F.)
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coneurrent Resolutione.

Vhercas the Unitcd States i8 at war to
vindicate thc principles of democracy on which
our government was founded, and

Whcrcas this war has visualized thc
inconsistcney of dcmanding thc supreome sacrifice
to cstablish dcmocracy abroad while the women of
our nation arc one-third frec and two-thirds
subject; and

llhereas there is pending in Cnng?css a
national amcndment to correct this inconsistency,

Be it rcsolved by the Gencral Asscmbly
of Louisiana, a Dcmocratic body bclieving in pre-—
scrving intact the principle of self -government
for thc Statc, upon which principlc the govornmcntl
was founded, do rccognize the justice of thc woman S
demand for enfranchiscment, and submit to that
Democratic stronghold, the Solid South, a mcmorla.
to immediately takc steps to enfranchise th?lr _
women by State amendments or by State Constitutional
Convcentions.

Be it resolved that such action would
achievc the purposcs of a woman suffrage Fcderal
amendment, and in this act of justice ?o women
plot out the last vestige of sectionalism. It
would protcct the Democratic Party in thosc States
where women now vote, and to wh om tho_Party owes
gratitudc for returning it to power; 1? would ful-
£ill the plank of the 1916 platform which rccom-
mends woman suffragc by Statc enactment. National
honor, Jjustice to women, the presuryatlon of_State
sovercignty, as well as party cxpedicney, p01nt)
clearly to Louisiana's duty to commend to thc_DLmo-
cratic Solid South thc nccessity for such action.

Be it resolved that a copy of this mcmo-
rial be sent to the Governors of the Statcg con-
astituting the Solid South as an appeal to this
Democratic protective nlliance tg act and make
unnccessary the submission of a Fedoeral amcendment.
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Whereas, in order to vindicate the principles upon which
the government of the U.S. was founded, suffrage must be

extended to the womem of the nation; and

Whereas, the s=overeignty of the #tais is the fundamental

principle upon which the Federal Govermment was ratified,
and maintenancs of self government for the State is des-

troyed i’ any external power controls the right to define
the and
lﬁg;ggﬁ. in aefense

+

States at war

ples of has visuelized
ing the sme sacrifi 0 establ i :

while the yomcn 0f our nation are in one~%third

free and in two-~thirds subject; therefore he i

Be it Resolvedby the Congress of the United States, to rec-
ommend tc the Stetes that in confo rﬂity with the planks of

the 1916 platforms of both the Demoeratic and Republiecan

parties, which indorsed woman gazfr Ze by state enactment

the States be recommende to iﬁmeqiutelv submit woman suf-
frage amendments t0 their state constitutionss snd

Be it Resolved, that this action is urged not alone in the
interest of national ponlivdtitical honor, national Justice,and

national unddy , but as zn acknowledgement of long deferred

Justice to the women of America who are rerpetuating to-day

in thelr sacrifices and lowyalty to the netion the record

of honor passed con from the plonser women of America thro

successive generations t¢ the women of to-day; and

Be it Further Resolved,thaet Congress reommend to the

political orgsnizaticns of both the Democrstic and Repudbli

can parties in the respective states , to aid the adoption

of these amendments tc the end that women already overburdened

with war work. anxiety and financial sasarifices may not be

made to assume the extra burden of a campaign and plead

for 2 right no self repecting .merican woman should be denied,




508 Magazine St. New Orleans,
June 6, 1918,

Mydear Miss Clay

I have lent my clipping of the Rights of
Man memorial, but will try and get another. However, if you
dg/4pf have access to the files of the Survey, you will find
it in one of the May issues.

The state of feeling is one of demand for
it says the appeal is not made as vassals but from men who
have earned their right to citizenship from Bunker Hill
to  Carrizal.

The political pot is boiling hard here, and
I believe I am not uncharitable in saying that if it is pos-
sible not to have the bill submitted, it will be the work
of the National Amendment ones in the Senate who certainly a
are putting memn on their ear. Mrs, Holmes is represent ing
that faction. On the advice of our men in the House, we were
asked to have very gquiet hearing and not to give the Antis
a2 chance because the Nationals have had a man down here

trying to do his worst. Mrs. Holmes made a big blow=-out
brought down some criticism, but the worst shogk to the staid
country members was when Mrs. Philip "Werlein drew out her
cigarette in the dining room of the Istrouma Hotel and pro-
ceedéd to blow the smoke through her noses

I am enclosing some of the Anti literature.
When you have gone over it, send it back to me. Mrs, Catt
has never replied, authorizing me to deny the statement
that was used by the Catholic Church to condemn suffragists
generally, Catt, Shaw, and Miss Anthony in particular,

As soon as our bpill is submitted, I willmpre=
sent the memorial, b¥t if not successful, will pjut it into
congress as the work of the Southern Conference, The Presi-
dent sent a telegram yesterday. It was sent at the request
of our La., State Suffrage Association, so he is not guilty
of ooming into the field uninvited,

w Loanr/-

I believe I failed t9 enclose the point of
view that has done a lot to create sentiment, but I now will
correct the omission. Boyer will get any letter sent her
by simply addressing Woman Suffrage Headquarters, Detroit,
Miche

I think your article on the suffrage by
States is so admirable, that I shall try to get it published

in our local papers.,
Very dially, %9







189 WeN11l 8G., Lexington, Ky.
June 4th, 1918,
My dear iliss Gerdon,

I am delighted to hear from you and to hear sueh
splendid news from Louisisana! It conforms me in the view I have had
that the Demecratie party is really going to bid for women{s vote by
earrying out the promises of their 3t,Louis platform.

I do mnot the Southern news, as our library does not take any
of the large city papers of the scuth, 8o several things you mention
have not come to me observation. I would like very mueh to see the
negroes' Rights of Man. Where could I get it? I want it for some
purpeses of information on their state of feeling, and it may be use-
ful to me in that way.,

I think your two Reselutions are e xeellent, and I can see no-
thing but good Prom their wide disiribution.

If you do not get it "put over” in your Legislature, at present
I think it would be a good idea for the S.S.W.S.Conference to taks
the action itself to Congress; but I think you ean advise later on
that poeint.

I also have some news. It seems that the 7.S. Senate now is
held baek from passing the .S8.B.Anthony Amendment act by two votes,
and both the Xy.senators are holdinh out firmly against it. In the km
hopes of bringing popular pressure upon them( It is not eoming volun-
tarily") urs., Catt offered to Mrs.South to come to Ky. herself for a m#
series of addresses at mass meetings. The first of these was given
in Texington, under the efforts of Mrs,Breckinridge, as a committee
from the ¥Fayette T-K.A, There was & large audience, and the resolu~
tion asking the senators to vote for the amendment was carried, with =x}

only one audible negative vote., That was the one I cast. I felt tehat

if the question of submission had ecome to the point where only two




mere votes were needed to curry it,‘%gat I must not let it go by any
negligence of mine. I had also written the little enclosed artiele
that morning, sc that it appeardd in the same paper whieh reported her
speeeh, I am going to send the paper later, but I am enclosing my ar-
ticle; and I intend to write others, and in general keep up my open
opposition hereafter, I am trusting to the good common sense of our
people to save us from a repetition of the Fifteent Amendment. That is
the reason I want to know what the negroes say on the Rights of NMan,
Please give my kind regards to your sisters., I am sending this
letter to your home address, as T think your letter heads may not be
intended for letters like this.
I wish I knew lirs.Boyer's present address. T know she intend-
ed to go to “iehigan, but have heard nothing later,
Write again soon.

Very cordially yours,




