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ATTACK 14TH AMENDMENT
Georgia Will Test Its Validity in
Rate Law Suits.

ATLANTA, Ga., Sept. 11.--/The State of
Georgia will attack the validity of the
Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States in the pending
railroad rate litigation that has been in-
stituted in both the State and Federal
courts. The State will also make the|
point that the defendants in the suits
have nothing to do with the enforcement {
B of the reduced passenger rates, The twol
Bicsiues will be raised through demurrers g
now being prepared. , 1

The Central of Georgia Railroad's suit §
to prevent the jenforcement of the new &
ratos ig set for ‘hearing September 16 "be-i8
for Judge Newman or some @ther United
States Judge, and that of the Atlanta and
West Point has heen set for the same
| date in the Fulton County Superior Court.
 Although questioned by many, the walid-
ity of the Fourteenth Amendment has |
never been attacked in court. In -the
| pending rate litigation the railroads seek |
protection of the Federal Governmeni, un- |
der the Fourteenth Amendment, alleging
that the order of the Georgia- Rallroad
Commission is confisecatory because it de- |
nies them equal rights under the-law.
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189 N,Mill s5t., Lexington, Ky.
Oect.z0th, 1907.

I return the voting slip with my votes; but as the subject

T

an important one I wish to mske some remarks which I wish filed with my

not in favor of the National endorsing a campsign wi

"white" for & qualification, While I am willing personally to
such & campaign, I am not willing for the National to endorse it at present.
I believe it is very doubtful whether such & gqualifics
of the courts for constitutionality. There are some
it will; but until it has been practicslly decided
I ghink it would injw § redit of the Nati onul for sound judgment
endorse it. I look upon the campeign for "wkitwemsnts
frage” as &n experimental venture, which 1 think it is

gshould make, but which should not ask, nor, at
the endorsement of suffragists every where. Personally, I desire to see
every fit person endowed with the ballot, as the rightful expressdon of
the inalienable right of self-government. But the ballot carries with it
not only the right to govern oneself, but the power to help to govern ch&rs.
Hence, it will never willingly be conceded by those who now possess it to
c¢lasses which the guyexxixgxs preseﬁt owners believe to be dangerous to
good government. The Southern people sre afraid of negro suffmgge, snd I do
not suppose the generations we shall live to see will outlive that fear. In

the meanwhile, I believe the greatest infringements of ¢ivil rights are

endured by women, both white and black. I think those rights need to be secure:




safeguarded by the ballot in the hands of some

the Southern states are not willing to extend the ballot to negro women, but

probebly ere willing t xtend it to white women, in the nsme of civil rights

}

( such as the right of 1 women heir wages, to gusrdisnship of

their children, etc.) I am in favor of obteining the right of white women

L

T

to vote, if I can, oven if the negro wmmen will still heve to wait swhile
for the fit ones among them to vote. I do not think their chinces
chigsement are delayed by this procedure, but to the contrary. This move mey
be the speediest for the enfranchisement of 211 w n, north end south.

1 note what you mention as the demerits of Kiss Kearney s:

xislators; but they deter me from sgsisti

feel well assured that legislators would not

they saw political

&L

the wish’of the Southern states to
white supremacy for success
Miss Kesrney's proposition I expect them tobe
port the plan of their cheerful free will.
did a constitutional amendment would be hopeless without the endorsement
end official senction of the Democretic perty. And with thst endorsement
would be a matter of no importance whether Miss Hearney is tactful

suppose & vote to aid will not pess our Business Committee:; and I
trust this guestion will not be allowed to come up in our Nationel Associ-
ation or convention et lesst until the constitutionality of the gualifica-
tion "white" is conceded.

1f, however, the B.C. should vote to &id, I certeinly think Miss Cordon

should be requested to work with Miss Kearney all along the lins,




remarks, I enclose my
ich 1 understan
may be in possession of new
make it desirable to consider this subjebt
hold present opinions open to revision.
urs to having

end I5th of November

doing preliminary end I shell probably meet Ni
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Individual suffragists miy, and the Southarn womer have ‘hs same right &

v 24

have ‘nny othdr gtates to ask for any form of suffrage they may elect, bub ss a National

Board 1 do yiot £hink we can do so without the authority of the Association.
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merning rocelved a lettar from sMiss Uiage, who 45 14 & wissralle
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in New pampshire, athiending her Ahabhe Couvention, and

she muegt stop vor a time, and I hawe advised hexr
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vetiurn ome on the 17%h of Now, in cass you desire to reach
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that they may be accepiable to you ar that they wmay suggest some thought which will
enable you to advise batter plans.

!
The one particular purpoesc for vhich I an writing this letter is %o
e s
ask & vote upon the fellowing request of Mrs i tod - Are you in favor of Wiss
Cregg's going 4o Indiana when she is thraag with her work in Nebraska, and remaining

Jore until March, when kirg. Upton desis her for work in the State of Ohio for threa
] ¥

months, the National to pay one half of her salary and the States the 'nther half and

her iravelling expenses? It seems %o me thal thls will ba an excellent line of work

for Miss U AP Ipton tells me that there : . numher of splendid young WomSR
it could be ofificered row as peria) 4 mieht never be

il the work is delaved, snd since we gon chaswork theye s AT it is ancorﬁiag

it |

to my judgment, * hest thing we ean do to kesp it going unkil we leave a pérmanent
organization. I am particulsrly i favor oF 6 Oreg: or sonebady else going to
Ohio as T think time has come when & Larger organd shanka  can be devsloped
in that State. Thare is no reason #iy iho suifraps o ek ion she not incruasse
as well as the ¥W. © o Ud, and lashy vear Ohio zained over ius losses airht Thousand

in &h 1oty hiig was by avasematic house p louss work, ‘whieh 1

an: 1 lay. ceriain suggeation
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