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From en
Dr. Abld Ahmedall, e Montmorency College,
D.Phil. (Oxon) Sargodha.
Principal. (West Pakistan)
11 qépt. 1956 .

My dear Professor Grunebaum,

I find a reference in your "A Tenth-Century Document
of Arablc Literary Theory:& Criticism'" which has interested
me very much and about which I wish to seek enlightenment
from you, and hope you will be kind enough to give me your
advice and information. You have mentioned in this book
Khattdbi's k. Bayan:-i‘jaz al-Quran in M3 form (M3 Leiden
1554, Cod.655 Warner). 1t seems that you have with you
either a copy of thls work or very 1likely photos of the
M3; for you describe its conqents In detall on p. Xvil of
your book.

The idea has occurred to me to edit this work ef
Khattdbi's, for I believe it will be a:very useful addition
to this type:of literature already published. Of course
you are in a better position Lo judge 1its merits from this
polnt of view. 30 if you are not contemplating to edlit 1t
and of course if you are in possession of the photos, will
it be possible for you to pass on the photos to me for
the purpose of copying out the work with a view to the
preparation o a crrtical eartions I Shall Do mosSt grate=
ful to you for this kind act of yours, as also for any
advice that you will be. kind enough to give me.

‘Under a separate cover I send you a copy of a small
imonograph of mine on the famous Arab philologist Ibn as-
S1kkit in the hope that ypu willl appreciate it. I also
wlsh to invite your attentlon'to tWo articles o$-mine in
JRAS. Jan. 1936 (M5. Marsh 284: K.Nasab Quraish by zubair b.
Bakkar) and ZDMG. Band 9C,Heft 1:Zald b. Rif&d‘a & his
abridgment of-Ibn as-Sikkit's Iglah al-Mantig.

I have read with great lnterest your very scholarly
and thorough work from which I have taken the aboves .refer-
ence, especlally the valudble and exhaustive notes with
which' you have enriched this transiation of yours of al-
Bagillani's famous work. As regards Criticism of Arabic
Poetry, it 1s.a vast subject and very fasclnatling too: what
is nceded 1s a sort of Critique of ‘Arablc peoetry -- one
single work which would,after a thorough study of the
classical works on the subject and the scattered criticisms
in other works, generalise on the theorles of Arablc iterar
criticism with a view to enunciating its principles. As
regards the subject of I%jdz al-Quran, 1t 1s also a very
fascindting subject, and I think there is further scope
for the investigation of the problem; for what we have to
consider 1s the phenomenon of its appeal, lmmediate and
fervent, and its impact upon the Araps. OBviously they --
its immediate audisnce --. did not sit down and analyse its
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