THE FLAG,

The Flag is the synbol of nations, the dietinguishing mark
of armies and fleets, departnments of governments and parties, and
the personal stendayd of rulers and officers. The wrd is derived
from the Anglo=Saxon “fleogan®, meaning to fleoat or fly in th
wipd. The typical form of the flag is that of an oblong piece of
cloth of light material, such as cotton or silk, attached to &
staff, and bearing devices of special meaning. The flah as it is
Inown today is the resull ¢f many centuries of development. In the
early dawm of covilization man felt the need of some tahken that
would distinguish family from family and tribe from tribe, and
from these nacient symbols came the standards which were embleme
atic of nations.

The earliest national gymbols were figures worked in metal,
wood or stone, borne at the top of a pole or speay., Slandards of
this character were earried in battle by the Egyptians, llcbrews,
Persians, Assyrians and Romans. It is supposed that the waving
flag originated with the Saracens. During the middle ages this
forn of standard came into geueral uve.

There are several interesting customs in conncction with the.
flage of today. Flags are borme on the mest of vessels to desig-
nate the country to which they belong, and alse on war vessels,
to show the rank of the officer by wvhom the vessel is comnmanded.
hon a naval ship enters the port of a foreign natien it holets
the flag of that country and fires a salute of tweantye-one guns.,

In the amy, each regiment earries a clag as its distinguishing
makr. Flags are used for signaling at aea, vhere, by intemational
codes, ships may communicaltc with each other.

The story of the nationel emblem of the United States begins
with the stoxy days of the Rewluntionart Var. During the first
few m nthe of the strugsle several different local flags were
carried by the coldiers. At the battle of Concord, in 1775, a stand
ard was unfurled there which bore, in Latin, the motte "Conguer or
die® and at funker iill, the same year, the pine-tree clag of liew
tmgland inspired the Americen Trope. On Jenuery 2, 1776, Vashington
raioced dver the Anerican Camp at Cambridge the first ensign of the
united colonies, momas the Orand Unicn Flag of 1776. On its blue
field were combined the crosses of Saint Andrews and Saint Goorge,
gymbolizing the union of Scotland and ngland, and it bore thirteen
alternate red and white stripes. The king's colors on the blue field
showed that the cojonies still owed allegiance and acimovwiedged the
sovereignty of CGreat Iritan, snd the stripes represented the thir-
teen colonies.

After the declaration of Independence in 1776, ituas felt
that a national emblem of union and independence should be chesen,
and on June 14, 1777, congress adopted a resolution, providing that

“the flag of the Thirteen inited OStates should be thirteen stripes,
altemate white and red, and that the Union be Thirteen vhite
stars on @ blue field. In this resolution was born the national
Stars and Stripes. The flag then adopted had a circle of thirteen
stars on a blue field. The story has come down that res. Betsy
Ross, residing in Thiledelphia, made the first flag and suggested
that the stars should be five-pointed.

In 1794 Congressordered that after lay 1, 1795, the flag
should bear fifteen stripes, alternate red and vhite, and that
there shoul’ be fifteen starts on the blue field, 7his was done
so that Kentuclky and Verment, which hes been recently added to
the Unien, might be represented in the national bamner. In 1818
Congress pascsed an act providing for the addition of one star for
each new state vhen it should be admitted to the union, and




