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KENTUCKY SMALL BUSINESSES – 
Grow Your Business AND 
Get a Tax Break! 

The Kentucky Small Business Tax Credit (KSBTC) program is 
designed to encourage small business growth and job creation. 
Most for-profit businesses with 50 or fewer full-time employees 
are eligible. And now, the program has been expanded and simplified!

Tax credits range between $3,500 and $25,000 and require 
creating and sustaining at least one new full-time job and 
purchasing at least $5,000 of qualifying equipment or technology.

Visit KyTaxCredit.org for complete details.

The Kentucky Office of Entrepreneurship has many programs to  
help grow small businesses in Kentucky. For more information  
or assistance call 800-626-2250 or visit ThinkKentucky.com.

HOW DO I APPLY?

Services, assistance, and activities are available to all  
without regard to race, color, gender or national origin.

UP TO

$25K
IN TAX CREDITS

http://kytaxcredit.org
http://thinkkentucky.com


www.ukalumni.net 3

University of Kentucky
Alumni Magazine

Vol.87 No. 1

Kentucky Alumni (ISSN 732-6297) is 
published quarterly by the University of  

Kentucky Alumni Association, Lexington, 
Kentucky for its dues-paying members.

© 2016 University of  Kentucky Alumni 
Association, except where noted. Views 

and opinions expressed in Kentucky 
Alumni do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of  its editors, the UK Alumni 

Association nor the University of  Kentucky.

Officers
David B. Ratterman ’68 EN - President
Peggy S. Meszaros ’72 ED - President-elect
Susan V. Mustian ’84 BE - Treasurer
Stan R. Key ’72 ED - Secretary

District
Michelle Leigh Allen ’06 ’10 BE
Jeffrey L. Ashley ’89 CI
Lisa G. Atkinson ’92 CI
William G. Bacon Jr. ’82 ’85 MED
Trudy Webb Banta ’63 ’65 ED
Brian R. Bergman ’85 ’ 86 EN
Heath F. Bowling ’95 BE
Jeffrey J. Brock ’83 SCC, ’84 BE
Michael L. Brown ’72 BE
Erin Burkett ’01 EN
Emmett “Buzz” Burnam ’74 ED
John S. Cain ’86 BE
James E. Cantrell ’76 EN
Shane T. Carlin ’95 AFE
Rebecca F. Caudill ’72 ’76 ED
Dr. Michael A. Christian ’76 AS, ’80 DE
Judith G. Clabes ’67 AS
Shannon R. Corley ’98 BE
Elizabeth Cox ’69 AS
D. Michael Coyle ’62 BE, ’65 LAW
Bruce E. Danhauer ’77 AFE
Ruth C. Day ’85 BE
Eugene L. DuBow ’53 AS
Philip D. Elder ’86 AFE
Abra Endsley ’98 ’01 CI
Linda L. Frye ’60 AS
Robert Michael Gray ’80 ’81 BE
Austin H. Hays ’03 BE
Wallace E. Herndon Jr. ’67 BE
Derrick C. Hord ’83 CI
Ann Nelson Hurst ’80 BE
Lee A. Jackson ’70 SCC, ’73 AS
Dr. Frank Kendrick ’90 ’92 DE
Shelia M. Key ’91 PHA
Turner LaMaster ’73 BE
Thomas K. Mathews ’93 AS
James D. McCain ’81 BE
Herbert A. Miller Jr. ’72 AS, ’76 LAW
Ashley S. “Tip” Mixson III ’80 BE

Sherry R. Moak ’81 BE Hannah M. Myers ’93 ED
Kimberly Parks ’01 BE
Abigail M. Payne ’05 CI
Quintissa S. Peake ’04 CI
Nicholas C. Phelps ’08 BE
William C. “Carlos” Phillips ’90 CI
James A. Richardson ’70 AS, ’72 ED
Charlene K. Rouse ’77 DES
Philip Schardein,’02 BE
Sharon Lee Sears ’80 CI
Marian Moore Sims ’72 ’76 ED
J. Fritz Skeen ’72 ’73 BE
George B. Spragens ’93 BE
Reese S. Terry Jr. ’64 ’66 EN
Peggy T. Tudor ’73 ’83 NUR, ’07 ED
Quentin R. Tyler ’02 ’05 AFE, ’11 AS
Craig M. Wallace ’79 EN
Lori E. Wells ’96 BE
Crystal M. Williams ’97 BE
Scott Wittich ’75 BE

At Large
Jo Hern Curris ’63 AS, ’75 LAW
Dr. Michael H. Huang ’89 AS, ’93 MED
Antoine Huffman ’05 CI
Matt Minner ’93 AS
Will Nash ’06 AS
Jane C. Pickering ’74 ED

College
Michelle McDonald ’84 AFE, ’92 ED - Agriculture
Winn F. Williams ’71 AS - Arts & Sciences
James B. Bryant ’67 BE - Business & Economics
Jeremy L. Jarvi ’02 CI - Communication & Information
Dr. Clifford J. Lowdenback ’99 AS, ’03 DE - Dentistry
Lu Ann Holmes ’79 DES - Design
Martha Elizabeth Randolph ’83 BE, ’87 ’92 ED - Education
Taunya Phillips ’87 EN, ’04 BE - Engineering
Kimberly Baker ’92 FA - Fine Arts
Barbara R. Sanders ’72 AS, ’76 ED - Health Sciences
Janis E. Clark ’78 GS, ’85 LAW - Law
Dr. Emery R. Wilson ’68 ’72 MED - Medicine
Patricia K. Howard ’83 ’90 ’04 NUR - Nursing
Lynn Harrelson ’73 PHA - Pharmacy
Vacant - Public Health
Willis K. Bright Jr. ’66 SW - Social Work

Alumni Trustees
Cammie DeShields Grant ’77 LCC, ’79 ED
Kelly Sullivan Holland ’93 AS, ’98 ED
Terry B. Mobley ’65 ED

Appointed
Katie Eiserman ’01 ED - Athletics
Thomas W. Harris ’85 AS - University Relations
D. Michael Richey ’74 ’79 AFE - Development
Bobby C. Whitaker ’58 CI - Honorary
Jenna M. Hollinden - Student Government Assoc.
Vacant - University Senate

Past Presidents
George L. Atkins Jr. ’63 BE
Theodore B. Bates ’52 AFE
Richard A. Bean ’69 BE
Michael A. Burleson ’74 PHA
Bruce K. Davis ’71 LAW
Scott E. Davis ’73 BE
Marianne Smith Edge ’77 AFE
Franklin H. Farris Jr. ’72 BE
Dr. Paul E. Fenwick ’52 AFE
William G. Francis ’68 AS, ’73 LAW
W. P. Friedrich ’71 EN
Dan Gipson ’69 EN
Brenda B. Gosney ’70 HS, ’75 ED
Cammie DeShields Grant ’77 LCC, ’79 ED
John R. Guthrie ’63 CI
Ann B. Haney ’71 AS
Diane M. Massie ’79 CI
Robert E. Miller
John C. Nichols II ’53 BE
Dr. George A. Ochs IV ’74 DE
Sandra Bugie Patterson ’68 AS
Robert F. Pickard ’57 ’61 EN
Paula L. Pope ’73 ’75 ED
G. David Ravencraft ’59 BE
William Schuetze ’72 LAW
David L. Shelton ’66 BE
J. Tim Skinner ’80 DES
James W. Stuckert ’60 EN, ’61 BE
Julia K. Tackett ’68 AS, ’71 LAW
Hank B. Thompson Jr. ’71 CI
Myra L. Tobin ’62 AFE
J. Thomas Tucker ’56 BE
Henry Wilhoit Jr. ’60 LAW
Elaine A. Wilson ’68 SW
Richard M. Womack ’53 AFE

How To Reach Us
Kentucky Alumni

UK Alumni Association
King Alumni House

Lexington, KY 40506-0119
Telephone: 859-257-8905

1-800-269-ALUM
Fax: 859-323-1063

E-mail: ukalumni@uky.edu

Update Your Record
UK Alumni Association

King Alumni House
Lexington, KY 40506-0119
Telephone: 859-257-8800

Fax: 859-323-1063
E-mail: ukalumni@uky.edu

Web: www.ukalumni.net
For duplicate mailings, please send both 

mailing labels to the address above.

Member of  the Council for Advancement
and Support of  Education

Association Staff
Publisher/Executive Director: Stan Key ’72
Editor/Associate Director: Kelli Elam ’11

Managing Editor: Linda Perry ’84
Graphic Designer: Laura Banik

Publications Production Assistant: Hal Morris

Brenda Bain ’15: Records Data Entry Operator 
Linda Brumfield: Account Clerk III

Sara-Elizabeth Bush ’13: Program Coordinator
Nancy Culp: Administrative Services Assistant

Caroline Francis ’88, ’93, ’02: Alumni Career Counselor
Jack Gallt ’84: Program Coordinator

Leslie Hayes: Membership and Marketing Specialist
Kelly V. Hinkel ’11: Staff  Support Associate I

John Hoagland ’89: Associate Director
Diana Horn ’70, ’71: Principal Accountant
Katie Jennings ’11: Membership Specialist

Albert Kalim ’03: Webmaster
Randall Morgan: IS Tech Support

Katie Murphy: Membership Specialist
Darlene Simpson: Senior Data Entry Operator

Jill Smith ’05, ’11: Associate Director
Frances White: Data Entry Operator

Board of Directors

http://www.ukalumni.net
mailto:ukalumni@uky.edu
mailto:ukalumni@uky.edu
http://www.ukalumni.net


Spring 20164

Pride in Blue

It’s with great 
pride that we bring 
you the 2016 spring 
issue of  Kentucky 
Alumni magazine. 
Let’s welcome spring 
and its splendor. Let’s 
also welcome another 
issue of  our favorite 
magazine. 

The cover story for this issue is about one of  my all-
time favorite Wildcats, Tayshaun Prince.  He had many 
incredible moments during his stellar UK career, but 
who can forget when he blistered North Carolina with 
3-pointers? Not me. Has Rupp Arena ever been louder? I 
have always admired the way he handled himself  on and 
off  the court. While known for his laid-back demeanor, 
Prince is and always has been a fierce competitor. His 
success at UK transferred to the NBA, where he won a 
championship with the Detroit Pistons. He has also won 
an Olympic gold medal. But life is about more than just 
basketball for Prince. He’s a family man. And, he’s very 
involved in helping kids reach their potential. 

 Meet Andrew Deane, UK associate professor of  
anatomy and neurobiology. A global team of  more 
than 30 paleontology experts were tasked with studying 
the fossilized remains found in a cave in South Africa. 
The remains represent a new fossil human species – 
Homo naledi. Deane was recruited to help describe the 
extensive sample of  fossils associated with the hand and 
foot. How cool is that? We also introduce you Laura 
Roche Youngworth, who was recently honored with the 
Kentucky World Language Association Outstanding 
Teacher Award in French.

Speaking of  outstanding teaching, be sure to check 
out the photo of  our 2016 UK Alumni Association 
Great Teacher Award recipients. We are pretty proud of  
this program. The Great Teacher Award was started in 
1961 and is the longest-running UK award for teaching. 
The award recipients are nominated by students. 
Congratulations to this year’s award recipients. Keep up 
the “Great” work. 

Turn your radio on! WUKY radio is celebrating 75 
years. From its beginnings as WBKY to WUKY 91.3 FM, 
the station is a campus and community institution. Soon, 
the station will be moving into a new location. After being 
housed on the third floor of  McVey Hall on UK’s campus 
in studios originally built in 1939, the station will soon 
be moving into a new facility in Lexington, more than 
doubling its space. Kathy Johnson of  UK Public Relations 
and Marketing does a great job telling the history of  the 
station. 

The UK Alumni Association has many wonderful 
volunteers that give freely of  their time. A great example 
of  this is Cats for a Cause National Service Week. Started 
in 2008, association club members across the country 
organize and participate in a week of  service activities in 
their local communities. Activities vary, including food 
drives, volunteering at schools or helping with community 
building projects. The week was inspired from an annual 
day of  community service for UK students known as UK 
FUSION (For Unity and Service in Our Neighborhood) 
held at the beginning of  each school year in Lexington. 
Over 30 clubs and over 400 volunteers have participated 
each year in Cats for a Cause. We really are the Heart of  
Big Blue Nation. 

In a continuing effort to make sure you are getting the 
full value of  your UK Alumni Association membership, 
this issue includes more information about our Wildcat 
Loyalty Rewards program. Be sure to check it out and 
thanks for your membership! We truly appreciate it. 

I hope you enjoy reading this issue of  Kentucky Alumni 
magazine as much as I enjoy sharing it with you. As 
always, I welcome your feedback.

With Pride in Blue, 

Kelli Elam ‘11
Editor

Welcome, spring!
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This organization receives financial support for o�ering this auto and home benefits program.
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Presidential Connection

We have a compelling story — the story of  how our 
university educates our students, serves communities across 
the Commonwealth, develops a broader understanding of  our 
world and heals those most in need of  complex health care.

 It is a story of  momentum and results that I tell with 
tremendous pride. It is a Kentucky story. It is a story that you 
help us write through your support as alumni. It is a story 
illustrated by the extraordinary progress we’ve made in every 
corner of  our campus.

Because of  you, we have over the last several years 
experienced a 15 percent growth in enrollment and some of  
the highest graduation rates in our history. Who are these 
students? 

They are promising young scholars like Tony Kao, a student 
from Georgetown whose family immigrated to the United 
States from Cambodia at age 5. Tony was a first-generation 
college student, who pursued a degree in mechanical 
engineering. As a student, he interned with Toyota and 
Marathon Petroleum. He led a student organization on our 
campus, built friendships with his fellow students, and found 
mentors in our faculty and staff. Today, he is working for the 
company where he was a past intern, Marathon. 

Our story is manifest in UK’s creative research and 
discovery, where pioneering faculty and staff  are on the 
frontlines of  the questions of  our day. Last year, our research 
enterprise earned $285 million in competitive external grants 
and contracts, helping propel us toward the top echelons of  
the nation’s research universities. 

These grants support the groundbreaking research of  faculty 
like Stephen Dobson, Ph.D., and Grayson Brown, Ph.D. 
As the world confronts the dangers of  Zika virus, two UK 
professors may have a clue in combating this potential global 
epidemic. 

Dobson and his former doctoral student turned business 
partner, Jimmy Mains, Ph.D., developed technology that uses 
male mosquitoes to effectively sterilize females through a 
naturally occurring bacterium and without using chemical 
pesticides that can negatively impact beneficial nontarget 
insects like bees and butterflies. 

With the help of  the National Institutes of  Health, the 
Kentucky Science and Technology Corp. and the Gatton 
College of  Business and Economics Von Allmen Center for 
Entrepreneurship, Dobson and Mains have commercialized 
their research and launched MosquitoMate, which is currently 
conducting field trials of  their product. 

This critical discovery may hold a key to unlocking a 
solution to deadly diseases transmitted by mosquitos —  not 
just Zika virus, but also diseases like yellow fever, dengue fever 
and malaria, to name a few. 

These aren’t the only health maladies that confront our 
state, nation and world, and UK is providing more complex 
care close to home than at any point in our history. Over the 

last decade, patient 
discharges have 
grown by more 
than 95 percent to 
more than 37,000 
annually. 

Included in that 
number are the 
record 43 heart 
transplants UK 
performed in 2015; 
the most performed 
by a Kentucky 
medical center in 
a single year. This 
number places UK 
among the top 20-25 medical centers nationally that perform 
more than 30 heart transplants each year.

Two of  those hearts went to Stan Burch and Dennis 
Hamilton, who received their new hearts within five days of  
each other. 

Burch, a 64-year-old Louisville resident who dealt with a 
heart murmur as a child and more recent episodes as an adult, 
came to UK in 2014 after what seemed like a series of  hopeless 
dead ends. 

Hamilton was the fifth person in a family with an intractable 
history of  heart disease. He did everything right, exercised, had 
regular, pre-emptive checkups and maintained a healthy diet. 
However, genetics caught up with him. 

Today, both families are walking the post-transplant recovery 
path together. 

These three stories — a first-generation college student 
whose education opened doors to success, two faculty members 
finding creative solutions that have potential global implications 
and two lives transformed by quality care —  represent 
countless others who have been served by Kentucky’s flagship 
university. 

Their stories are our stories. They are Kentucky stories. 
Because of  you, we are continuing in our capacity as 

Kentucky’s indispensable institution. Your partnership is more 
critical today than at any point in our history. 

On behalf  of  the entire UK family, thank you for taking this 
important journey with your university. Thank you for being a 
part of  this magnificent story. 

Sincerely,

Eli Capilouto
President

Your university in three stories

http://www.ukalumni.net
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UK News

The University of  Kentucky plans to significantly increase graduation rates, expand its research into the state’s biggest challenges and 
join the ranks of  the country’s best public research institutions.

To that end, the UK Board of  Trustees recently endorsed UK’s 2015-2020 Strategic Plan, which includes five strategic objectives and 
the related strategies and metrics for the plan:  

•	 Undergraduate Student Success – To be the university of  choice for aspiring undergraduate students, within the Commonwealth 
and beyond, seeking a transformational education that promotes self-discovery, experiential learning and life-long achievement.

•	 Graduate Education – Strengthen the quality and distinctiveness of  our graduate programs to transform our students into accom-
plished scholars and professionals who contribute to the Commonwealth, the nation, and the world through their research and 
discovery, creative endeavors, teaching and service.

•	 Diversity and Inclusivity – Enhance the diversity and inclusivity of  our university community through recruitment, promotion, and 
retention of  an increasingly diverse population of  faculty, administrators, staff, and students, and by implementing initiatives that 
provide rich diversity-related experiences for all, to help ensure their success in an interconnected world.

•	 Research and Scholarship – Expand our scholarship, creative endeavors, and research across the full range of  disciplines to focus 
on the most important challenges of  the Commonwealth, our nation and the world.

•	 Community Engagement – Leverage leading-edge technology, scholarship, and research in innovative ways to advance the public 
good and to foster the development of  citizen-scholars.

Some key goals and initiatives in the strategic plan include, among many others, increasing UK’s six-year graduation rate to 70 percent 
— an increase of  nearly 10 percent over recent figures — and similar increases to retention rates. Also a key goal is closing the achieve-
ment gap — retention and graduation rates — that exists between the general student population and students of  color, first-generation 
students and students eligible for Pell grants. In addition, the strategic plan looks to aggressively grow research expenditures between now 
and 2020.

Charting the future of UK

UK celebrated nearly 1,000 undergraduate, graduate and pro-
fessional students in Rupp Arena as they became UK graduates 
in December. Approximately 830 undergraduates and nearly 200 
graduate and professional students participated. 

Overall, a total of  1,788 undergraduate, 936 graduate and 113 
professional degrees were conferred for August and December 
2015. These graduates will join the May 2015 graduates in receiv-
ing special diplomas that honor the university’s sesquicentennial. 
All 2015 diplomas bear a seal commemorating 150 years of  UK’s 
dedication to research, education and service. 

During the undergraduate ceremony, Matt Cutts, a 1995 UK 
graduate and software engineer for Google, received an honorary 
doctorate of  engineering. Cutts is one of  the first 100 employees 
of  Google and is known for writing the first version of  “Safe 
Search,” the company’s family filter feature.  

December 2015 Commencement 

Matt Cutts
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UK welcomed la Madeleine Country French Café to campus 
at The 90, UK’s new 82,000-square-foot student dining facility. 
The decision to bring la Madeleine to UK came as part of  a 
student dining survey, from which strong student interest re-
sulted in support of  bringing the country French bakery café to 
Lexington.

 Each la Madeleine café is built to provide a relaxing “home 
away from home” with a modern country French design. UK’s 
café reflects the classic la Madeleine atmosphere with wood 
floors, hearth fireplaces, rustic beams and unique dining rooms. 
The bakery café is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner, fea-
turing 76 made-from-scratch menu items using classic French 
techniques, including the brand’s signature Tomato Basil Soupe, 
Caesar Salade, Country French Breakfast, Croque Monsieur and 
Chicken la Madeleine.

la Madeleine opens at The 90 
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UK HealthCare transplants record number 
of new hearts in Kentucky

The UK Transplant Center performed 43 adult heart transplant in 2015, setting a record for 
the most heart transplants performed by a Kentucky medical center in a single year and easily 
eclipsing the previous state record of  27 heart transplants performed in a single year.

The 2015 numbers place the UK Transplant Center in elite company. Historically, only 20-25 
medical centers in the country perform more than 30 heart transplants in a single year. With a 
heart transplant team comprised of  multiple cardiothoracic surgeons, cardiologists and nursing 
staff  working together, UK has adeptly managed to handle the ever-increasing demand of  pa-
tients who require transplantation.

More heart transplants could not be performed without a corresponding increase in the 
number of  organ donors. Kentucky Organ Donor Affiliates have worked tirelessly to encour-
age more Kentuckians to sign up for the organ donor registry, enabling more patients to receive 
the gift of  life.

The surgical transplant team works in conjunction with the UK Gill Heart Institute Ad-
vanced Heart Failure Program, offering a comprehensive and multidisciplinary approach to 
treating heart disease. While some patients will receive a left ventricular assist device (LVAD) as 
a destination treatment, some patients with advanced heart failure will receive a ventricular assist 
support device to serve as a “bridge” to transplant, enabling them to be more mobile — and 
thus healthier and stronger — by the time a matching donor heart becomes available. UK has 
implanted 29 durable LVADs in 2015, maintaining a balanced program between circulatory as-
sist devices and transplants. 

“At UK, we’re able to offer a wide range of  services for heart problems, from the very 
common heart bypass procedures for blockages to the more difficult, intricate procedures like 
VADs or transplants for advanced heart failure,” said Dr. Michael Sekela, surgical director of  
the UK Gill Heart Institute. 

 “For our School of  Interiors to be ranked 
among the elite programs in the South is a 
true honor of  distinction for us,” said Mitzi 
Vernon, dean of  the UK College of  Design. 
“This serves as an impetus to guide our ef-
forts in advancing the college even further.”

The rankings were based on responses 
from 2,237 U.S. firms and organizations em-
ploying architecture, design, and landscape 
architecture professionals participated in this 
year’s research.

Office of 
Development 

transitions 
to Office of 

Philanthropy
The UK Office of  Development 

has been renamed the Office of  
Philanthropy, making it perhaps the 
first major public research institution 
in the nation to do so.

“Philanthropy is assuming a great-
er leadership role at the University 
of  Kentucky as it has played a sig-
nificant part historically funding the 
Markey Cancer Center and more 
recently the Gatton College of  
Business Building, Student Center, 
Academic Science Building, the fu-
ture Lewis Honors College and many 
more capital projects and academic 
programs, and will provide notewor-
thy and measurable resources toward 
funding UK’s recently approved 
Strategic Plan,” said UK President 
Eli Capilouto.

 “In light of  this enhanced role, 
UK’s philanthropy program is evolv-
ing as a voice of  philanthropy for 
the university, our community and 
the Commonwealth of  Kentucky,” 
said Capilouto. “Becoming the Of-
fice of  Philanthropy allows UK to 
create and encourage a new culture 
of  private investment in our mission. 
Philanthropy unifies us as a com-
munity of  scholars as we embrace 
our Commonwealth and its dreams, 
needs, challenges and opportunities. 
At UK, philanthropy provides op-
portunities throughout the lifetime 
of  our alumni — from cradle to 
grave — and creates roaring advo-
cates for our institution and state.”

 During 2015, UK received its two 
largest gifts from philanthropists and 
UK alumni Bill Gatton and Tom 
Lewis, amounting to nearly $44 mil-
lion. Last fiscal year, 54,275 donors 
made 101,277 gifts to UK, the first 
time the university has topped the 
100,000 mark. UK secured record 
results in both gift receipts of  $118.2 
million and in new commitments 
received more than $168.3 million.

UK HealthCare is an Equality Leader in 
2016 Healthcare Equality Index

UK HealthCare is being featured as an Equality Leader in the 2016 Healthcare Equality Index 
(HEI), sponsored by the Human Rights Campaign Foundation based in Washington. The HEI 
was created to give health care facilities, like UK HealthCare, the resources they need to ensure 
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) patients have access to patient-centered care.

 UK HealthCare’s achievement was granted based on four core criteria:  patient nondiscrimi-
nation policies, visitation policies, employment nondiscrimination policies and training in LGBT 
patient-centered care. This achievement indicates UK HealthCare’s status as an official leader in 
LGBT health care access and nondiscrimination. The distinction is shared with only two other 
facilities in Kentucky, one of  them being the UK HealthCare-managed Eastern State Hospital. 
UK HealthCare is the only academic medical center in the state to earn this distinction.

 
UK School of Interiors ranked in top five regional programs

The UK School of  Interiors was recently 
ranked in “America’s Best Architecture & De-
sign Schools” survey as one of  the top 
five interior design schools in the South for its 
graduate program. The survey is conducted 
annually by DesignIntelligence on behalf  of  
the Design Futures Council. The research 
ranks undergraduate and graduate programs 
from the perspective of  leading practitioners.

 Schools were ranked in four key disciplines: 
architecture, landscape architecture, interior 
design and industrial design.

http://www.ukalumni.net
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If you have the powerto write,
to  Create Art,
t ransformat ive,

to  invent  anything

Why Wouldn’t You?
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Refine problem-solving assessments in ways that more adequately 
tap the knowledge and performance of  students with disabilities 
in math.
Design fractions computation measures so teachers of  students 
with disability in math can more efficiently conduct their own er-
ror analysis.
Develop more sophisticated statistical analysis methods to uncov-
er subtle differences in student performance over the course of  
instruction. 

Blue Horizons

Ambati lab receives $2.4 million grant 
for newly discovered source of DNA

The John Templeton Foundation, a philanthropic organization 
devoted to rigorous scientific research and scholarship, has awarded 
a three-year, $2.4 million grant to Dr. Jayakrishna Ambati and his 
research team at the UK Department of  Ophthalmology and Visual 
Sciences to study the genetics of  a new source of  DNA they dis-
covered.

The Ambati lab discovered a new ecosystem of  genetic informa-
tion that is separate from the traditional, well-known DNA in our 
genome. They plan to study the function and heritability of  these 
newly discovered DNA molecules in this project.

“We are hopeful that these studies will shed new light both on 
organismal development and diseases of  aging, such as Alzheimer’s 
disease and macular degeneration,” Ambati said.

Brian Bottge, principal investigator (PI), along with co-PIs at UK 
(Xin Ma) and the University of  Georgia (Allan Cohen, Laine Brad-
shaw and Hye-Jeong Choi), were recently awarded a four-year $1.6 
million grant from the National Center for Special Education Re-
search (NCSER) to develop more sophisticated measurement tools 
for assessing the conceptual understanding and procedural skills of  
students with disabilities in math. Bottge is the William T. Bryan 
Endowed Chair in Special Education and a professor in the UK De-
partment of  Early Childhood, Special Education, and Rehabilitation 
Counseling.

Specific activities of  the new research are to:

Bottge and colleagues awarded $1.6 million 
to improve math assessment

Compiled from news reports 
about research at UK.

For more information about 
research taking  place at UK,
visit www.research.uky.edu

UK College of  Pharmacy Professor Chang-Guo 
Zhan, along with fellow UK Professors Fang Zheng 
and Sharon Walsh, and Professor Mei-Chuan Ko 
from Wake Forest University, recently received $6 
million in funding over five years to further develop 
a potential treatment for cocaine abuse. The project 
is funded via the National Institute on Drug Abuse 
Translational Avant-Garde Award and will help push 
a promising new therapy for overdose and addiction 
closer to clinical trials.

 There currently is no FDA-approved treatment 
for cocaine overdose or cocaine addiction. The team 
will evaluate a novel enzyme called CocH-LAF for its 
ability to neutralize cocaine in the bloodstream using 
molecular modeling technology. “We envision that 
this therapy could eventually become a viable treat-
ment option for cocaine abuse,” Zhan said.

In Kentucky, 70 or more people died from cocaine 
overdose in 2013 and 2014, up significantly from 24 
cocaine-related deaths in 2011.

$6 million awarded for 
treatment of cocaine abuse

The United States has the largest and fastest grow-
ing market for e-cigarettes, and adult women of  child-
bearing age are the most common users. However, no 
data exists regarding the health effects of  e-cigs on 
pregnant women or their babies.

UK College of  Nursing associate professor Kristin 
Ashford and her team of  researchers are working 
to generate this data through a four-year, $2.3 mil-
lion R01 grant from the National Institute on Drug 
Abuse. The research aims to determine the effects 
of  e-cigs on prenatal biomarkers and birth outcomes. 
The multi-site study represents collaboration between 
the UK College of  Nursing and the UK Department 
of  Gynecology and Obstetrics, as well as researchers 
at Virginia Commonwealth University.

Nursing faculty awarded $2.3 
million grant for e-cigs effects in 

pregnant women
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Rodney McMullen ’81 ’82 
and Kathy McMullen ’82
Seeing blue and 
making a difference. . .

UK alumni couple excel in corporate
world and give back to their alma mater

“Rodney and Kathy McMullen are perfect examples of 
what can be achieved with hard work, determination and a 
University of Kentucky education,” observes Mike Richey 
’73 ’79 AFE, UK vice president for Philanthropy. “Each 
of them was the first member of their family to attend 
college, and they paid their own educational expenses by 
working at a Kroger store. 

“Rodney’s college job actually turned into a lifetime career. 
He worked his way up the corporate ladder at the nation’s 
largest grocery chain and became CEO of The Kroger Co. 
in January 2014 and chairman in January 2015.” 

Richey continues, “Kathy has also had a remarkable 
corporate career in human resources management. She has 
held several positions of increasing responsibility with dif-
ferent corporations since her UK graduation, and today, she 
is vice president for Employee Engagement for Macy’s Inc. 

“Individually, Rodney and Kathy are both outstanding 
graduates of the University of Kentucky. Together, they are 
an amazing UK alumni couple. 

“I am very grateful for their corporate insight, which they 
are sharing with the university, and for their philanthropy, 
which is helping UK students follow in their footsteps.”

Growing up in Kentucky families
Rodney McMullen was an only child and was born in 

Pineville. Both his parents worked in factories and occasion-
ally were laid off. His father also farmed on the weekends. 

The family moved multiple times during his childhood.  
“My parents didn’t have much money when I was grow-

ing up,” he remembers. “But they gave me tons of love and 
support. Everyone needs someone to give them encourage-
ment and hope. Hope is one of the most important things 
a person can have in life.”

His parents started saving for his college education before 
he was born. Their goal was to save enough for one year 
of college, thinking that if he could go to college for one 
year, maybe there would be a way for him to continue and 
complete a degree.

Rodney McMullen’s grandfather could not read or write, 
but often instructed his grandson, “Get your education. 
That will be something no one will ever be able to take 
from you.”

Kathy McMullen spent her early life in Louisville as the 
youngest of three sisters. 

“My father was a salesman and my mother stayed at 
home,” she says. “Both my parents grew up in the Great 
Depression and that had a huge impact on me. My mother 
was the original recycler. She never threw anything away. 
And many, many times she told us girls, ‘We’re not the 
electric company, so turn off that light!’ ”    

Kathy McMullen’s parents encouraged her to attend 
college. She lived at home while attending the University 
of Louisville, working at a local Kroger grocery store as a 
cashier to pay her way through school. Her major  

was international studies. 
In her family, there was no 

role model of a woman work-
ing outside the home, but soon 
after her college graduation, her 
father took her downtown one 

morning at 8, told her he would pick her up at 5, and that 
she should give out resumes and come home with a job. 
And that’s what she did.

She worked as a secretary for three years out of college. 
She shares, “Early on in the job, I discovered there wasn’t 
much future in being a 
typist. I began saving my 
earnings to get a gradu-
ate degree in business so 
I could take charge of my 
own career. I continued 
living with my parents 
during this time and I 
gave my mother $10 
per week for room and 
board.” 

Eventually, with her sav-
ings in hand, as well as a 
loan she obtained, Kathy 
McMullen was ready 
to begin grad school. 
Tears fill her eyes as she 
recalls, “The day I left 
home to enroll at UK, my 
mother handed me a tattered 
envelope bulging with all the room and board money I 
had ever paid her. During all those months, she had been 
saving it to help me get my graduate degree and have a 
career.”

Finding each other at UK 
Rodney McMullen says he chose the University of 

Kentucky because it was the very best institution he could 
afford. He recalls that he paid about $200 per semester 
for all his educational and living expenses when he was an 
undergraduate student, and about $300 per semester dur-
ing grad school.

By taking 18 to 21 hours each semester, he finished his 
bachelor’s degree in accounting in two years and nine 
months, and his master’s degree in accounting in 11 
months, all while putting in 32 hours per week at the 
Kroger store in Eastland Shopping Center. Often, he 

worked all night stocking the shelves and then went to 
class in the morning. 

He was 21 when he finished grad school. He says, jokingly, 
“I tell people I went to college on a Kroger scholarship. I 
just had to work 32 hours a week to earn it.”

Rodney McMullen lived off campus in a small apartment 
building. At the beginning of a fall term, he noticed a young 
woman moving into a furnished apartment down the hall. 
Kathy McMullen remembers with a smile, “Rodney was 
very friendly and offered to carry my moving boxes up the 
steps for me. I saw him later at registration, but I couldn’t 
remember his name until I read it on the registration card in 
his hand. We went out to eat together that night.”   

Their friendship grew. Although they never had any 
classes together, they 
helped each other with 
their coursework. She read 
and typed his papers, and 
he helped her with finance 
class and choosing stocks 
for her investment class. 

After graduating, he 
entered a Kroger train-
ing program in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, and she 
returned home to work in 
Louisville. They stayed in 
touch. He later transferred 
to a Kroger job in Cin-
cinnati to be within two 
hours of her in Louisville. 

“Each person knows 
when it’s right for them to 
get serious in a relationship,” 

Rodney McMullen confides. “And I knew I had found my 
life partner.”

They were engaged in the fall of 1985 and married in 
February 1986.    

He adds with a chuckle, “Most things in my life that are 
important start with the letter ‘K’ – Kathy, Kentucky and 
Kroger.” 

Climbing the corporate ladder
While at UK, Kathy McMullen had a graduate school 

assistantship with a special program called Technical 
Assistance to Stimulate Kentucky’s International Trade 
(TASKIT). She remembers, “I had my own office, I set 
my own hours and the job paid well. My task was to go 
through a big book of Kentucky’s industries and match 
them to international trade possibilities.”

After receiving her MBA degree from the University of 
Kentucky in 1982, she returned to Louisville and took a 

McMullen, right, stands with his father in front of the Commerce 
Building. He completed his bachelor’s degree in accounting in 

1981 and his master’s degree in accounting in 1982.

Rodney McMullen’s parents en-
couraged his education, saving 
for college before he was born.

New Developments
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human resources position in a bank. When she married, 
she joined her husband in Cincinnati where he was work-
ing at Kroger corporate headquarters. 

She continued her career in human resources at a hospital. 
“I decided to stay in this area because I love seeing people 
grow and develop,” she relates. 

Through the intervening years, she moved to other posi-
tions in human resources at Union Central Life Insurance 
Co., Chiquita Brands International Inc., Fifth Third Bank 
and a consulting firm specializing in human relations. 

Today, she is vice president for Employee Engagement 
for Macy’s Inc. The department store chain has 170,000 
employees in 800 locations and corporate headquarters in 
both Cincinnati and New York. Macy’s Inc. was formerly 
known as Federated Department Stores Inc.

“Rodney has been with Kroger for over 37 years,” she says 
with a twinkle in her eye. “So he calls me a job-hopper.”

Rodney McMullen got his Kroger job in 1978 in a 
roundabout way. The cousin of a girl he dated in high 
school was a Kroger manager, and the manager hired him 
to work at the Eastland Shopping Center store. “I started 
working at Kroger purely to pay my way through college,” 
he shares. “But one thing led to another, and eventually it 
became my career.”

He began with the stock crew and then moved to work 
in every department in the store, substituting for other 
employees on vacation. “This gave me the love for peo-
ple,” he says. “And eventually, I got to know about half our  
  customers by name. The beauty of 

retail is that we get to help others 
have a better day.”  

After graduation, he worked 
in a Kroger retail division 
office in Charlotte. In 1986, 
he was appointed financial 

analyst at Kroger’s corporate headquarters in Cincinnati. 
He played a pivotal role in implementing Kroger’s lever-
aged restructuring in 1988 and was elected chief financial 
officer in 1995 at the age of 34. He led the integration of 
Kroger’s $13 billion merger with Fred Meyer Inc. in 1999 
and was elected executive vice president of strategy, plan-
ning and finance in 2000.

In 2003, he was elected vice chairman of The Kroger Co. 
Board of Directors. In 2009, he was elected president and 
COO, serving in those roles until becoming CEO in 2014 
and chairman in 2015. 

The Kroger Co. is one of the world’s largest grocery 
retailers with 3,600 supermarket, convenience and jewelry 
stores operating under two dozen names across the United 
States. Kroger also has 37 food processing plants and is 
comprised of 20 corporate divisions. Each division would 
be a Fortune 500 company if considered individually.

Another University of Kentucky grad working alongside 
Rodney McMullen at Kroger is J. Michael Schlotman 
’79 BE, Kroger’s current CFO. “I didn’t know Mike at 
UK, but he and I have worked together for 30 years,” 
McMullen says. “He’s followed me in every job I’ve had. 
There isn’t any time on a 24-hour, seven-day clock that we 
haven’t worked together on some project.”

In recognition of his career achievements, Rodney Mc-
Mullen was named to the University of Kentucky Alumni 
Association Hall of Distinguished Alumni and the Gatton 
College of Business & Economics Alumni Hall of Fame. 

Helping others along the way
Rodney and Kathy McMullen have always been appre-

ciative of the education they received at their alma mater. 
Rodney McMullen shares, “I spend a lot of my time with 
people who have MBAs from Harvard, Wharton, Stan-
ford and other prestigious institutions. I have never felt 

disadvantaged because of the university I attended. I have 
never felt that someone knew more than I did because my 
diploma says ‘Kentucky’ on it. UK provided me with an 
incredible education, and Dean William W. Ecton [’52 ’60 
BE], Dean Richard W. Furst and my other professors went 
out of their way to accommodate student needs. They saw 
something in me that I didn’t see.

“For both Kathy and me, our parents gave us our values, 
our work ethic, and taught us to set goals and work toward 
accomplishing them. Because of their encouragement, we 
were able to pursue an education.

“We are huge believers 
in education because of 
what it does for people 
and the confidence it 
brings,” he continues.  
“If you help someone get 
an education, you’re hav-
ing an impact on society.

“About 20 years ago, 
Kathy and I realized that 
the taxpayers of Kentucky 
had provided a substantial 
portion of the cost of our 
education. We decided 
to give enough to UK to 
pay back that subsidized 
amount. I probably spent 
too much time figuring out how much that would have 
been,” he says with a laugh. “But our hope was that the 
amount we gave would help someone else get an education 
who maybe wouldn’t have that opportunity otherwise.

“We hoped that our gift might help one, two or three 
people, and we thought if everyone who had the same 
ability to give would help one, two or three people, then 
the world would be a much better place.”

A few years later, Rodney and Kathy McMullen decided 
to establish a scholarship fund in support of the Global 
Scholars Program in the UK Gatton College of Business 
& Economics. Kathy McMullen explains, “When I was in 
high school in Louisville, I met people from across town. 
When I was in college, I met people from other countries. 
And then I got to spend a summer studying in France. 
That experience expanded my horizons and gave me a 
better ability to understand people whose background was 
different from mine. We want to help provide similar op-
portunities for today’s students.”   

Most recently, the alumni couple made a major com-
mitment to the renovation and expansion of the Gatton 
College building. “It’s important to meet the changing ed-

Content supplied by the UK Office of Philanthropy. 

ucational needs of the students with up-to-date facilities,” 
Kathy McMullen points out. “And from a competitive 
standpoint, it’s important for Kentucky to be current and 
showcase its outstanding institutions. I am very impressed 
with the new Gatton building and with the total transfor-
mation of campus and the medical center.”     

UK President Eli Capilouto observes, “Rodney and 
Kathy McMullen know from personal experience the dif-
ference that education can make in a young person’s life. 
That’s why their philanthropy at UK is marked by humil-
ity and grace. They are not only helping students attain 

their dreams for a college 
degree, but by their 
example in giving, they 
are also helping shape 
the character of the next 
generation.”   

Rodney McMullen 
serves on the Gatton 
College Dean’s Advisory 
Council and the Business 
Partnership Foundation. 
Both Rodney and Kathy 
McMullen have served as 
guest speakers in Gatton 
College classes and are 
involved with the Global 
Scholars Program.    

In addition to their alma mater, the McMullens extend 
their support to other worthy causes. 

Rodney McMullen serves on the board of trustees of 
Xavier University and has chaired Cincinnati’s Catholic 
Inner-city Schools Education Fund campaign. He has also 
been a member of the Salvation Army’s advisory board in 
Cincinnati.

Kathy McMullen is a former member of the board of 
directors of Girl Scouts of Western Ohio, and Cincin-
nati Works, an organization whose mission is to eliminate 
poverty in the community. She is a current member of the 
board of trustees at Mount St. Joseph University, and the 
board of directors of Easter Seals TriState, whose focus is 
on the dignity of work and helping disadvantaged indi-
viduals find employment.      

Although their giving and volunteerism is making an 
impact on many individuals in many different ways, the 
McMullens say their philosophy of philanthropy is simple. 
Rodney McMullen articulates, “Someone paid it forward 
for us, so now we want to pay it forward for others because 
we can never, ever pay back those who paid it for us.” n

Rodney McMullen, left, talks with UK basketball coach John Calipari at the  
grand re-opening of the Kroger store on Euclid Avenue in Lexington.

“From a competitive standpoint, it’s important for  
Kentucky to be current and showcase its outstanding  

institutions. I am very impressed with the new Gatton 
building and with the total transformation of 

campus and the medical center.”
– Kathy McMullen 
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incredible education, and Dean William W. Ecton [’52 ’60 
BE], Dean Richard W. Furst and my other professors went 
out of their way to accommodate student needs. They saw 
something in me that I didn’t see.

“For both Kathy and me, our parents gave us our values, 
our work ethic, and taught us to set goals and work toward 
accomplishing them. Because of their encouragement, we 
were able to pursue an education.

“We are huge believers 
in education because of 
what it does for people 
and the confidence it 
brings,” he continues.  
“If you help someone get 
an education, you’re hav-
ing an impact on society.

“About 20 years ago, 
Kathy and I realized that 
the taxpayers of Kentucky 
had provided a substantial 
portion of the cost of our 
education. We decided 
to give enough to UK to 
pay back that subsidized 
amount. I probably spent 
too much time figuring out how much that would have 
been,” he says with a laugh. “But our hope was that the 
amount we gave would help someone else get an education 
who maybe wouldn’t have that opportunity otherwise.

“We hoped that our gift might help one, two or three 
people, and we thought if everyone who had the same 
ability to give would help one, two or three people, then 
the world would be a much better place.”

A few years later, Rodney and Kathy McMullen decided 
to establish a scholarship fund in support of the Global 
Scholars Program in the UK Gatton College of Business 
& Economics. Kathy McMullen explains, “When I was in 
high school in Louisville, I met people from across town. 
When I was in college, I met people from other countries. 
And then I got to spend a summer studying in France. 
That experience expanded my horizons and gave me a 
better ability to understand people whose background was 
different from mine. We want to help provide similar op-
portunities for today’s students.”   

Most recently, the alumni couple made a major com-
mitment to the renovation and expansion of the Gatton 
College building. “It’s important to meet the changing ed-

Content supplied by the UK Office of Philanthropy. 

ucational needs of the students with up-to-date facilities,” 
Kathy McMullen points out. “And from a competitive 
standpoint, it’s important for Kentucky to be current and 
showcase its outstanding institutions. I am very impressed 
with the new Gatton building and with the total transfor-
mation of campus and the medical center.”     

UK President Eli Capilouto observes, “Rodney and 
Kathy McMullen know from personal experience the dif-
ference that education can make in a young person’s life. 
That’s why their philanthropy at UK is marked by humil-
ity and grace. They are not only helping students attain 

their dreams for a college 
degree, but by their 
example in giving, they 
are also helping shape 
the character of the next 
generation.”   

Rodney McMullen 
serves on the Gatton 
College Dean’s Advisory 
Council and the Business 
Partnership Foundation. 
Both Rodney and Kathy 
McMullen have served as 
guest speakers in Gatton 
College classes and are 
involved with the Global 
Scholars Program.    

In addition to their alma mater, the McMullens extend 
their support to other worthy causes. 

Rodney McMullen serves on the board of trustees of 
Xavier University and has chaired Cincinnati’s Catholic 
Inner-city Schools Education Fund campaign. He has also 
been a member of the Salvation Army’s advisory board in 
Cincinnati.

Kathy McMullen is a former member of the board of 
directors of Girl Scouts of Western Ohio, and Cincin-
nati Works, an organization whose mission is to eliminate 
poverty in the community. She is a current member of the 
board of trustees at Mount St. Joseph University, and the 
board of directors of Easter Seals TriState, whose focus is 
on the dignity of work and helping disadvantaged indi-
viduals find employment.      

Although their giving and volunteerism is making an 
impact on many individuals in many different ways, the 
McMullens say their philosophy of philanthropy is simple. 
Rodney McMullen articulates, “Someone paid it forward 
for us, so now we want to pay it forward for others because 
we can never, ever pay back those who paid it for us.” n

Rodney McMullen, left, talks with UK basketball coach John Calipari at the  
grand re-opening of the Kroger store on Euclid Avenue in Lexington.

“From a competitive standpoint, it’s important for  
Kentucky to be current and showcase its outstanding  

institutions. I am very impressed with the new Gatton 
building and with the total transformation of 

campus and the medical center.”
– Kathy McMullen 

New Developments
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You don’t get to be a 13-year NBA veteran, much less the 
owner of  both an NBA championship ring and an Olympic 
Gold Medal, without raw, unquestionable talent. And while 
Tayshaun Prince’s talent is undeniable — his celebrated 
court awareness and 7-foot-2 wingspan make him play 
much taller than his lanky, 6-foot-9 build — there’s some-
thing else, too, behind his long, enviable basketball career.

Call it humility. Call it intellect. Call it integrity. Call it 
determination or love of  the game — or all of  the above. 
The package that Tayshaun Prince brings to the court is 
something special.

“As a kid I just set the bar to get to the NBA,” Prince, 35, 
said by phone after a practice with his team, the Minnesota 
Timberwolves, earlier this season. “I didn’t have the goal 
of, ‘I want to do this or that.’ I just wanted to get to the 
NBA. And when I got here, my main focus was just trying 
to be the best teammate I could be — whatever my role and 
whatever my opportunity was, to try to do it to the best of  
my ability,” said Prince, a native of  Compton, California, 
who graduated from the University of  Kentucky College of  
Arts & Sciences in 2002 with a bachelor’s degree in sociol-
ogy.

As a forward for Tubby Smith’s Kentucky Wildcats from 
1998-2002, Prince had a stellar career, snagging the title 
of  SEC Player of  the Year and SEC Tournament MVP in 
2001, among numerous other accolades. Die-hard UK fans 
don’t need to be reminded of  Prince’s epic game against the 
University of  North Carolina in December 2001, in which 
he owned the scoreboard’s opening minutes, sinking five 
consecutive 3-point shots.

“There’s not a selfish bone in Tayshaun Prince’s body, 
but when he’s pressed to get the job done and it’s on his 
shoulders, then he can deliver,” Tubby Smith told the New 
York Times in 2004, two seasons into Prince’s blossoming 
NBA career.

After his junior year at UK, Prince had considered 
entering the 2001 NBA draft, but ultimately withdrew his 
name, returning instead to finish his fourth season at UK 
and complete his sociology degree. In the 2002 NBA draft, 

Prince was selected in the first round as the 23rd overall 
pick by the Detroit Pistons, where he played for 11 years. 
After shorter, subsequent stints with the Memphis Grizzlies 
and Boston Celtics plus a brief  return to the Pistons last 
year, Prince joined the roster of  the Minnesota Timber-
wolves — where fellow UK alum Karl-Anthony Towns also 
plays — in the 2015 season. 

“There were two main reasons I decided to go back to 
school for my senior year,” said Prince. “One of  them was 
that my sister and my brother had both graduated from 
college, so I wanted to have that experience and also, for 
my parents’ perspective, to be able to have all three of  their 
children graduate from college. That was one reason. But 
the second reason I went back was the UK fans. They made 
me feel so comfortable and so at home. They were the oth-
er main reason I decided to go back.”

Memories of  his undergraduate basketball days wearing 
UK blue and white loom large in the career highlights reel 
within Prince’s mind.

“My whole four years at UK was something special in 
itself, dating back to when I went to Midnight Madness and 
was able to experience the Kentucky fan base and see what 
it was all about. I felt something special in my heart and 
knew that Kentucky would be the place for me,” he said. 

Despite his signature low-key, composed nature both 
on and off  the court, Prince is a competitor through and 
through, so nothing would have thrilled him more than 
winning an NCAA championship during his time at UK. 
Even without that title, his time at Kentucky is something 
he treasures.

“Obviously, everywhere you play, at every level, you want 
to win a championship. At Kentucky I didn’t win a cham-
pionship, but I can say that playing there was one of  the 
fondest memories of  my basketball career, not just because 
of  everything on the basketball court, but also off  the 
basketball court, as well. The way people treated me like I 
was one of  their own. That was something really special,” 
Prince said. “I will never be able to describe to people how 
special my four years at UK were to me.”

By Robin Roenker

http://www.ukalumni.net
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Since leaving UK, Prince has made a career guarding against some of  the biggest names in the 
NBA. His celebrated play against the Pacers’ Reggie Miller in the 2004 NBA Eastern Conference 
Finals has been called one of  the greatest blocks in NBA history. (See for yourself  on YouTube.) 
And his much-lauded defense against the Lakers’ Kobe Bryant in the 2004 NBA Finals was instru-
mental — some say the key factor — in the Pistons’ NBA championship win that year. 

“I’ve never played against somebody that long before,” Bryant told reporters at the time, a nod 
to Prince’s legendary, telescopic arm reach.

“It was a strange feeling, looking across and thinking that you’re playing against the Lakers and 
guarding Kobe in the finals, especially for a young guy from LA. I had always rooted for him and 
respected his game before I got to the NBA, but you have to get over that quickly. You can show 
respect for him and at the same time take the challenge and realize you have a big responsibility 
there,” Prince wrote in a June 2004 first-person article for The Sporting News after the Pistons’ 
championship win.

In 2008, with Kobe Bryant, LeBron James, Jason Kidd and other league all-stars, Prince had the 
honor of  playing on the USA Olympic Men’s Basketball Team, which took home the Gold Medal 
after five straight wins in the Beijing Olympics.

The rarity of  having not one but two such crowning achievements — an NBA championship 
ring and an Olympic Gold Medal — as highlights of  a professional career isn’t lost on Prince.

“The opportunity to be on a championship team and a Gold Medal team — not too many play-
ers have that opportunity. I think there are only around 43 players in the history of  the game to be 
able to accomplish that feat,” said Prince. “That in itself  speaks volumes, and I’m very apprecia-
tive of  that.”

Having spent so much of  his career in Detroit, Prince was covered several times in the Detroit 
Free Press by the paper’s sports columnist Mitch Albom, author of  several best-selling books, 
including “Tuesdays with Morrie.”

In 2009, Albom wrote: “I sometimes have this vision of  Tayshaun Prince as a long, lean robot, a 
super cyborg sent from the future. He is already cut at sharp angles, neck to shoulder, shoulder to 
elbow, as if  metal were welded just beneath the flesh. He rarely shows emotion. He doesn’t sweat 
easily.”

Now in his mid-30s, Prince is a decorated elder statesman of  the NBA and a father. He and his 
wife of  10 years, Farah Prince, whom he met while at UK, have a four-year-old son, Tahj. 

In 2007, Albom shared that Prince had let Farah choose the movie they saw on their first date in 
Lexington: It was the 1999 Disney animated version of  “Tarzan.” 

“Which only proves that Tayshaun Prince does what he has to do — whether guarding the oth-
er team’s biggest star, hitting key pointers or seeing a cartoon movie to win the right girl,” Albom 
wrote.

Recognized as both a steady presence and a clutch player who knows how to execute on the 
court, Prince has earned high praise from his coaches and team execs throughout his NBA career.

Though Prince is in the midst of  his second decade in the NBA, when the average length of  an 
NBA career is just under five years, his 2015 stats in the early season with the Timberwolves prove 
he still has ample court prowess. 

Last November, he played a season-high 38 minutes for the Timberwolves in a nail-biting over-
time victory against the Bulls, and he had appeared in all of  the Timberwolves’ early season games, 
with an average of  19.5 minutes a game.

“It’s just so hard to take [Prince] out of  the game,” Sam Mitchell, the Timberwolves’ coach, told 
the Minneapolis StarTribune in November. “Defensively, he just knows where to be. He’s talking 
and communicating. He’s teaching our young guys the value of  communication, and it’s just hard 
to take him out.”

For Prince, part of  staying fresh is remembering why he’s on the court in the first place.
“You have to embrace it. If  you don’t embrace it, you’re not going to have fun. Any basketball 

player has got to enjoy the game of  basketball,” he told the Boston Herald in January 2015, during 
his time with the Celtics. “Whether it’s 15 minutes a night or 25 minutes a night, I know I’m not a 
40-minute guy anymore. But whatever the situation is, I’m going to impact the game in some form 
or fashion. I might not score a lot — obviously that’s not something I do at this point in my career 
— but I will do some positive things on both ends of  the floor.”
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During the off-season, Prince is 
devoted to spending as much time as 
possible with his family at their home 
in Florida, he said. Since his wife’s par-
ents still reside in Versailles, he finds 
himself  back in the Bluegrass State to 
visit fairly often. 

“The toughest thing about in-season 
is not spending time with your family 
like you’d like to, just due to the busy 
schedules. So in the off-season my 
main hobby is just to do whatever my 
family wants to do,” Prince said, coin-
cidentally, just a few hours before his 
wife and son were scheduled to visit 
him in Minnesota. “It’s a hard commit-
ment for them to not be able to have 
me around for a seven- or eight-month 
period of  time each year, so when I’m 
off, I like to just hang with the family, 
watch movies and relax together.”

Prince is also passionate about 
community service. While with the 
Pistons, he established Tay’s Town, a 
skybox within the Pistons’ NBA home, 
The Palace, where children dealing 
with cancer can watch games from the 
vantage point of  a unique, kid-friend-
ly suite. Also, each summer he helps 
sponsor several youth basketball camps 
in Kentucky. 

“Growing up as a kid in California, 
and not really having the opportunity 
to go to basketball camps, and just 
thinking back to all the things I had to 
struggle with, it makes me want to help 
kids out who are in similar situations,” 
Prince said. 

It was a goal of  eventually working 
with youth, he said, that prompted him 
to select sociology as his college major 
while at UK.

 “These kids look up to us (NBA 
players), and so what we say does mean 
a lot,” Prince said, acknowledging and 
accepting the privilege, and responsi-
bility, of  being a positive role model to 
youth across the country.  

“I just want to have the chance to 
leave a positive imprint. Obviously, my 
career is starting to wind down, but if  
I’m able to give these kids something 
special, something that can continue 
as they grow older, something that can 
encourage them if  they want to play 
basketball or any other sport — or 
whatever their drive may be — then 
hopefully I’ve helped out in that sense.”

As impressive as these off-the-court 
contributions are, anyone who knows 
Tayshaun Prince knows he’s still got 
plenty left to give on the court, as well.

“I never was a guy inclined to try to 
score as many points as I can. I just 
wanted to go out and do whatever 
my teammates and my coaching staff  
needed me to do,” Prince said. “Over 
the years, I’ve just tried to do whatever 
was needed to the best of  my ability, so 
that therefore my teammates will trust 
me every time I step out there on that 
floor with them. 

“And they know I have their backs.”

LEAVING AN IMPACT
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Prince was a member of the USA Olympic Men’s Bsketball Team that took home a 
Gold Medal in 2008.
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Andrew Deane sits in his lab with fossil casts representing 
the last 5 million years of human evolution.BAG OF BONES

He got the email on what seemed like 
any normal day. But for Andrew Deane, 
an associate professor of  anatomy 
and neurobiology in the University of  
Kentucky College of  Medicine, this 
would turn out to be anything but a 
normal email. It told him his application 
was accepted to be one of  about 30 
researchers from around the world to 
take part in a most important study of  
fossil remains found in a cave in South 
Africa. The remains of  as many as 15 
individuals represent a new fossil human 
species – Homo naledi. This new species 
shares many features with early members 
of  the genus Homo, the genus to which 
modern humans (Homo sapiens) also 
belong.

In an effort to describe the fossils 
found in the Rising Star cave system and 
disseminate the new information asso-
ciated with this discovery, Lee Berger, 
the lead researcher at the University of  
Witwatersrand in Johannesburg who 
heads the Rising Star Expedition, had 

organized a global team of  paleontology 
experts to study the fossils.

Deane spent about six weeks in 2013 
at the University of  Witwatersrand eval-
uating the extensive sample of  fossils as-
sociated with the hands and feet. “I was 
on the hand team with six other people 
and the foot team with eight people. We 
all worked together to describe those 
bones,” he said. “They wanted people 
who had prior data sets — people who 
had done comparative work already, so 
that they could just fit these new fossils 
into existing data. I’m primarily interest-
ed in the shaft curvature of  the bones of  
the fingers and toes, the phalanges.”

Deane says he already had a relatively 
large and extensive data set from years 
of  his own research. “So the easy part 
was taking the finger and toe bones from 
Homo naledi and comparing them to my 
existing data. That was my primary qual-
ification. I had already done a lot of  that 
work, and I am one of  only a few people 
who has worked extensively on finger 

and toe curvature” said Deane. 
“So they emailed me and said that 

sounds fantastic and on point with what 
we need. Why don’t you come to South 
Africa and help us out?” 

Deane says he was surprised at how 
extensive the project was. “It is always 
great to be involved in the description 
of  a new fossil species. I primarily deal 
with fossil apes that precede the diver-
gence between the living great apes and 
humans. I don’t normally deal as much 
with the human fossil record. So I am 
excited to be involved in the descrip-
tion of  a more recent human ancestor. 
I didn’t grasp how overwhelming this 
project was, and how much material 
there really was, until I go there and saw 
it all. Then it sunk in,” he said.

For paleontologists who study the 
morphological evidence of  human 
evolution, this new discovery afforded 
the rare opportunity to study a nearly 
complete set of  fossils belonging to a 
previously unknown human ancestor. 

By Linda Perry and Elizabeth Adams
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Andrew Deane had rare opportunity to study fossils belonging 
to a previously unknown human ancestor Homo naledi

With more than 1,500 fossils — the 
largest find of  its kind ever — the 
discovery of  H. naledi provides valuable 
new insights into the diversity within the 
genus Homo.

 Deane’s research uses 2-D and 3-D 
morphometric analyses to investigate 
hand and foot function to address 
questions about how these early humans 
might have used their hands and feet to 
navigate and interact with their envi-
ronments. He was specifically interested 
in what their anatomy suggested about 
whether H. naledi climbed trees to find 
food and seek protection. His observa-
tions were part of  the formal description 
of  H. naledi, which identifies the species 
as possessing a unique mixture of  
anatomical traits, some similar to earlier 
human ancestors like Australopithecines 
and the earliest members of  the genus 
Homo, and others that are much more 
similar to later members of  that group 
and modern humans. The University of  
the Witwatersrand, the National Geo-
graphic Society and the South African 
National Research Foundation an-
nounced the new species in two papers 
published in the online journal eLife.

 “Even famous fossils like Lucy, 
an early human ancestor in the Aus-
tralopithecus group, are not nearly as 
complete and well represented as this 
species,” Deane said.

  At odds with romanticized version 
of  paleontology seen in movies, Deane 
completed most of  his research at the 
University of  Witwatersrand using a 
computer equipped with a 3-D laser 
scanner to generate 3-D models of  the 
H. naledi hand and foot bones. Special 
3-D editing software enabled Deane to 
conduct detailed morphometric analyses 
of  the hand and foot morphology. He 
found that the finger and toe bones were 
elongated and curved, which is consis-
tent with the interpretation that H. naledi 
may have regularly climbed trees. 

“The finger bones themselves, the 

phalanges, do seem to be a little bit lon-
ger but specifically much more curved 
than we would normally see in a modern 
human. They are actually fairly close to 
living chimpanzees. The bones aren’t 
exactly like chimp fingers — there are 
some important anatomical differenc-
es. But the curvature of  the shaft is,” 
Deane said. “We know that curvature is 
a response to the mechanical loading of  
the hands. Basically, if  you are hanging 
or climbing all day, we know that your 
fingers tend to be more curved than if  
you are not hanging or climbing. The big 
question in human evolution is whether 
or not when we see curved fingers in 
early humans if  that means they were 
indeed using them for climbing or alter-
natively is this a more primitive feature 
that hasn’t yet worked its way out of  
the system. Stabilizing selection may be 
maintaining this feature, although they 
might not be actively using this. With 
the Homo naledi find, however, we have 
some juvenile phalanges that appear to 
be less curved than some of  the adult 
counterparts. This is significant because 
we usually expect to see juveniles having 
more curved fingers because their small-
er body size means they can climb more 
and smaller trees. This is what we’ve 
observed in living apes. The fact that 
the adults are the most curved suggests 
this is a functionally significant trait they 
were probably using.”

Deane said these individuals would 
have lived at a time in South Africa 
when there were a number of  apex 
predators — large feline carnivores 
primarily. “It doesn’t make sense to me 
that they wouldn’t go into trees now 
and then. There’s shelter, there’s safety 
from predators in trees, there’s food in 
trees … I think they were climbing. Is 
this conclusive, 1,000 percent conclusive 
evidence? No. It’s a very difficult thing 
to demonstrate these kinds of  things in 
the fossil records. But I think this is the 
most compelling evidence we have yet 

that they were probably doing some-
thing related to climbing.” 

The wrist bones, thumb and the parts 
of  the foot, aside from the toes, were 
distinctly modern and similar to modern 
humans. Deane describes the juxtapo-
sition of  the primitive finger and toe 
anatomy with the more modern wrist 
and foot anatomy as “mosaic.”

“Mosaic evolution in the hominin 
lineage is the rule and not the excep-
tion,” Deane said. “The transition from 
an ape-like to a modern human skeleton 
does not happen uniformly, and this 
new species is no exception. What is 
interesting here is the unique pattern of  
primitive and modern features which is 
unlike any other hominin we have seen 
before.”

Other skeletal structures described for 
H. naledi, like the pelvis, cranium and 
upper limb, were also found to preserve 
a combination of  primitive and modern 
traits.

 “This demonstrates that the fossil 
record of  our genus is a lot more com-
plex and diverse than we once thought it 
was and that our evolutionary backstory 
has more morphological plot-twists and 
turns” he said.

 Deane said this discovery will have 
significant implications for how scien-
tists interpret the more recent evolution-
ary past of  the human species.

 “No matter how we slice it, this find 
means there are more species and there 
is more morphological variability in 
the fossil record of  the genus Homo,” 
Deane said. “This means that just like 
other animals, our evolution was a lot 
more like a bush with lots of  branch-
es. Some of  these branches lead to other 
branches, but some of  them are dead 
ends. Finds like this provide valuable 
new clues to help answer questions 
about why some of  these branches were 
successful and some were not and which 
branches might have led to the origins 
of  our own species.”

http://www.ukalumni.net


Spring 201622

ALUMNI CLUBS AND 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

UK Alumni Association members automatically receive 
membership in their local alumni club. Alumni clubs are 
formed on a geographical basis to help members stay 
plugged in to the university. Clubs are a great way to 
build your professional and social network and also offer 
volunteer opportunities.

LOCAL AND REGIONAL 
EVENT INVITATIONS

Members are offered free or reduced admission to 
most UK Alumni Association and UK Alumni Club 
events. Whether you are coming back to campus for 
Homecoming or participating in a club event, as a 
member, you’ll be on the invitation list. 

As a member, you’ll have exclusive access to the UK 
Johnson Center and Lancaster Aquatic Center. There 
is a small fee per visit and members must show their 
active UK Alumni Association membership card to 
take advantage of  this reward. 

“Great job hosting the golf outing! My foursome had 
a wonderful time and will, for sure, be back next year. 
From the players’ standpoint — the event was flawless!”
— Jacob B.

“We wanted to thank you for including us and 
thinking of us for the luncheon and ‘Conversation 
with the President.’ We really enjoyed ourselves 
and the opportunity to meet the Capiloutos. The 
University of Kentucky is near and dear to both of 
us, so we really enjoyed the unique perspective and 
chance to be a part of something so special!” 
— Stephanie and Patrick M. 

RECREATIONAL AND 
AQUATIC CENTER 

ACCESS
FACILITY RENTAL

Members have special access to rent the King Alumni 
House, which has a number of  rooms available 
for receptions, lunch or dinner events, educational 
seminars and overnight lodging.
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You’ll stay connected with your alma mater through a free 
quarterly subscription to Kentucky Alumni magazine. 
This exclusive magazine’s engaging stories celebrate the 
achievements and happenings of  the university and your 
former classmates.  

The UK Alumni Association Wildcat Loyalty Rewards program is our way of rewarding members for their loyalty to the association and 
the University of Kentucky. If you take advantage of your rewards, membership pays for itself! Check out some of your valuable rewards 
on these two pages and look for more rewards that will be spotlighted in the next upcoming issue of Kentucky Alumni magazine.  

Kentucky Alumni Magazine
UK Wall Calendar

Take a walk down UK memory lane every day of  the year 
by requesting your free annual wall calendar. The calendar 
includes lovely images of  campus and marks important 
dates (like UK football and basketball games). 

UK Personalized Address Labels, 
Member Card & Auto Decal

A fun freebie, members receive free personalized UK 
return address labels annually. It’s a great way to let 
everyone know you’re proud to be a Wildcat. Flash your 
UK Alumni Association membership card to receive 
discounts at businesses and for free or discounted 
admittance to alumni events. Your member auto decal is 
a great way to display your Wildcat spirit as you drive!

Campus Parking Visitor Pass
You are always encouraged to come back to campus, but 
we all know parking is a challenge. Whether for business 
or pleasure, members enjoy one complimentary visitor 
parking pass per year (two for Life Members.) 

Athletics Schedules & Posters
C-A-T-S ! Cats! Cats! Cats! Let everyone know where 
your loyalty lies by displaying UK football and basketball 
posters in your home or office. Posters and pocket 
schedules are available to members upon request.

Although I have graduated I still very much like to know 
what is going on at the University ... The UK Alumni 
Association makes it much easier to keep in touch ... I 
love getting the Kentucky Alumni Magazine and my 
calendar for the upcoming year!
— Abbie W.

http://www.ukalumni.net


Spring 201624

At 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 17, 1940, WBKY radio, owned by the University of  
Kentucky, hit the airwaves in Beattyville. Fast forward exactly 75 years, and WUKY 
91.3 FM (formerly WBKY) celebrated its anniversary in style with an event in 
WUKY’s new facilities on Spurr Road in Lexington. The day’s highlight included 
a visit from National Public Radio’s Susan Stamberg, the first woman to anchor a 
national newscast on any network in the United States, as well as a recreation of  
the station’s first broadcast.

 After being housed on the third floor of  McVey Hall on UK’s campus in stu-
dios originally built in 1939, WUKY is more than doubling its square footage in 
the new facility, which had been a professional recording studio and living quarters. 
The property was acquired by Lexington businesswoman Ann Bakhaus, who in 
turn, with her family, made a gift of  the building to UK for the benefit of  WUKY 
and the UK Opera Theatre program in the School of  Music in the College of  Fine 
Arts.

 “This is a beautiful facility,” said Tom Godell, WUKY’s general manager. “It’s 
a tremendous space that provides a full recording studio and room for the station 
to grow. We’ve always been involved in the community, but having this new facility 
will enable us to bring more people to the radio station, and it allows us to have 
better access to Central Kentucky. Ann Bakhaus was able to see that this building 
would enable WUKY to have a much larger footprint in the community.”

 Although the anniversary celebration took place at the Spurr Road location, it 
will actually be sometime in midsummer before the staff  can move in while ren-
ovations and technical work is done to accommodate the needs of  a 21st century 
100,000-watt radio station. 

 In contrast, a small 100-watt transmitter powered WBKY’s first broadcast, mak-
ing the station the nation’s first university-owned noncommercial educational radio 
station. The plan was to build a network of  stations in Eastern Kentucky focusing 
on the needs of  individual counties in the area. Beattyville was chosen as the loca-
tion for the first station, and it was staffed by one employee, Ruth Foxx, and sever-
al volunteers.

By :  Ka thy  Johnson
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 Godell, who has delved into the history of  the radio station and read 
various communications between Foxx and her supervisors, said Foxx 
described the people of  the Beattyville area as being “crazy for radio.”  
Ministers, law enforcement, musicians, educators and others wanted 
airtime.

 The original plan of  several radio stations in Eastern Kentucky was 
eventually altered, and the WBKY studios moved to UK’s campus 
in Lexington around 1945, operating as a public radio station with 
information and music programming for the Lexington area. In the 
early 1970s, a representative from WBKY and about 50 other public 
stations met in Washington about more ways to collaborate nationally. 
One of  the outcomes of  that meeting was NPR.

 “We were there at the birth of  National Public Radio,” Godell 
said. “The idea was to pool resources to not only provide local news to 
our listeners but also news from the U.S. and the world.”

 WBKY became WUKY in 1989 to better reflect its association with 
the university. In 2007, the station became the first in Lexington to 
broadcast in HD — high definition digital radio. Today WUKY offers 
programming via HD, the WUKY.org website, and free iPhone and 
Android apps. The main broadcast channel, WUKY 91.3 FM (HD-1) 
provides an eclectic schedule of  NPR and award-winning local news, 
Rock & Roots (Americana, blues and rock) music, humor and more. 
HD-2 is a 24-hour NPR news and talk channel and HD-3 is all jazz 
24/7.

 “It’s an exciting time to be in radio because of  all the changes and 
new ways to engage the audience,” Godell said. “I am so proud of  our 
station and our people. I was very impressed by the staff  when I came 
to UK in 2004. Now that we’re entering our 75th year, I’m even more 
excited to be a part of  the university and WUKY.”

An individual who was instrumental 
in the creation of WBKY was Elmer 
G. Sulzer, who first came to UK as 
an instructor of music in 1926 and 
created radio broadcasts for WHAS 
out of Louisville. In fact, in 1947 he did 
not let a shortage of money hamper 
his quest for a new transmitter and 
got a grad student to build one as 
part of the student’s master’s thesis. 
When the cost for an antenna, tower 
and transmission line were added to 
the project, the total cost came in at 
less than $1,000. Sulzer was fond of 
saying that the University of Michigan 
had a similar setup but that equipment 
had cost about $80,000.

Two people work in the engineering department of WBKY radio in the 
early 1960s.

E. G. Sulzer conducted the radio studio band.
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I am so proud of our station and 
our people. I was very impressed by 
the staff when I came to UK in 2004. 
Now that we’re entering our 75th 
year, I’m even more excited to be a 
part of the university and WUKY.

Tom Godell

http://www.ukalumni.net
http://WUKY.org
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Wildcats around the country pitch 
in to help their local communities

National Service Week

Since 2008, UK Alumni Association club members 
have been organizing and participating in a week of  service activities 
in their communities each fall. It’s a simple way for Wildcats to help 
local nonprofit and charitable organizations by donating their time at 
churches, schools, food banks, etc., to enhance the lives of  others who 
are less fortunate. Service activities range from collecting canned goods to 
volunteering at local schools or helping with community building projects. 

Lexington. According to Jill Smith, UK Alumni Association 
associate director for programs, “Cats for a Cause is 
not only a way for alumni to give back to their local 
communities, it also provides a meaningful engagement 
opportunity for UK families.”

Having just finished its eighth year, the combined 
efforts of  the UK Alumni Association Cats for a Cause       
program — 30+ UK Alumni clubs and more than 400 
volunteers each year — have resulted in a tremendous 
impact around the Commonwealth and across the country. 
While club members proudly represent Big Blue Nation, an 
added bonus is that members have the opportunity to enjoy 
each other’s company and meet new people at the same 
time they are helping others.

During the 2015 Cats for a Cause Service Week, members 
of  the Sarasota/Suncoast UK Alumni Club in Florida 
assisted counselors with equine therapy sessions for special 
needs individuals at the Sarasota Manatee Association for 
Riding Therapy. 

“This was a wonderful experience that we would not 
have had if  we had not been seeking service projects,” says 
Stephanie Harper, a volunteer member from the Sarasota/
Suncoast UK Alumni Club. “I am personally grateful for 
it.” 

The inspiration for the Cats for a Cause program came 
from an annual day of  community service for UK students 
known as UK FUSION (For Unity and Service In Our 
Neighborhood) held at the beginning of  each school year in 

CATS
CAUSE

By: Linda Perry



www.ukalumni.net 27

During fall 2015 Cats for a Cause, the 
program included 34 community service 
projects in 15 states across the country. As 
another example, members of  the Greater 
Ashland UK Alumni Club partnered with 
the Ashland Animal Rescue Fund to raise 
money to help pay for vaccinations and other 
medical care for animals in its rescue program. 
This nonprofit corporation tries to reduce the 
number of  companion pets in the local dog 
pounds that will be euthanized by networking 
them to no-kill shelters, animal rescues and 
sanctuaries. 

In another volunteer effort, members of  the 
Triangle Area UK Alumni Club in North 
Carolina generously donated more than $2,000 
in goods and monetary gifts to the Ronald 
McDonald House of  Durham and the Inn at 
Wake Medical Center. 

“I learned through this activity how many 
of  our members — including myself  — have 
had personal experiences with the Ronald 
McDonald House Charities in one form or 
another with their own children at some point 
and time in their lives. This was really a very 
heartwarming experience for me,” says Mimms 
Van Meter, club member and organizer of  the 
donation drive for Ronald McDonald House. 

Efforts of  club members are greatly 
appreciated by the schools, organizations 
and charities that are on the receiving end of  
the Cats for a Cause program, and the house 
coordinator at the Ronald McDonald House 
was no exception, stating, “Thank you so 
much for the generous donation from Cats 
for a Cause … So many families will have a 
warm cup of  soup, a clean and safe space, a 
free night of  stay and most importantly, will 
be able to stay close to their children during a 
difficult time because of  your work.”

Jack Gallt, UK Alumni Association 
program coordinator of  the Cats for a 
Cause National Service Week, says it’s clear 
that while organizations benefit from the 
generosity of  club members time and energy, 
he repeatedly hears that members ultimately 
discover how personally rewarding giving 
back to the community while representing UK 
can be. He is looking forward to next year’s 
week of  service and to how that will benefit 
communities around the country.

“Every year we learn about UK alumni 
doing extraordinary things in their local 
communities and neighborhoods with very 
little fanfare. As the program continues to 
grow and more of  our clubs participate, 
we intend to share their stories of  service, 
compassion, pride and loyalty with the Big 
Blue Nation,” says Gallt. 

Central Ohio 
Central Ohio club members 
participated in the Light the 
Night Walk benefitting the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society and raised more than 
$1,000.

Chicagoland
Members of the Chicagoland 
club teamed up with other 
volunteers to repackage more 
than 15,000 pounds of food 
at the Greater Chicago Food 
Depository.

Dayton (Ohio) 
Members of the Dayton club 
in Ohio raised almost $900 by 
participating in a 5K walk/run 
sponsored by the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network in 
memory of a former club 
president who passed away in 
2014.

San Diego 
Volunteers from the San Diego 
club sorted, weighed, and 
bagged over 2,500 lbs. of 
oranges, pomegranates and 
apples for the Feeding America 
San Diego project.

Fulton County
Almost 50 individuals were fed 
and received fellowship from 
Fulton County club members 
who volunteered for the First 
United Methodist Church Free 
Lunch Program.

Jacksonville 
Jacksonville club members 
in Florida participated in a 
fundraising event for a local 
teenager awaiting a heart 
transplant. The Children’s 
Organ Transplant Association 
Heart for Hunter Hoedown 
raised money to help families 
offset expenses.

Daviess County
Daviess County club members 
served food at the St. 
Benedict’s Homeless Shelter on 
two consecutive weekends.

Danville/Boyle County 
UK alumni in Danville/Boyle 
County collected more 
than 300 food items for the 
Salvation Army Food Pantry 
and even challenged local UofL 
alumni to match their efforts, 
with Cats’ contributions totally 
overwhelming those from 
Cards’ fans.

New York City         
Club members in New York 
City volunteered at a public 
school in Harlem as part of 
the New York Cares program 
and painted a 50-foot mural, 
cleaned the school garden and 
organize donated books in the 
newly renovated library.

St. Louis 
Members of the St. Louis club 
participated in the Pedal for a 
Cause event to raise money for 
pediatric cancer research.

Fayette County 
Fayette County club members 
donated more than 195 pounds 
of food and toiletries in support 
of the Big Blue Pantry, in 
addition to taking part in a local 
Habitat for Humanity Build 
project.

Hopkins County
Members of the Hopkins 
County club planted 100 
“BLUEberry” bushes at a local 
park as part of a community 
garden initiative. Proceeds from 
the sale of the fruit will benefit 
the Growing Warriors Project. 

Some Club Highlights:

SAN DIEGO 
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Amy Murrell Taylor
College of  Arts and Sciences

Department of  History

Dr. Matt Dawson
College of  Medicine

Department of  Emergency 
Medicine

Tammy Stephenson
College of  Agriculture, 
Food and Environment

Department of  Dietetics and 
Human Nutrition

Reason to celebrate!
Six University of  Kentucky educators were named recipients of  the 
UK Alumni Association 2016 Great Teacher Award. The Great Teach-
er Award, started in 1961, is the longest-running UK award recog-
nizing teaching. Educators must be nominated by a student. The UK 
Alumni Association Great Teacher Award Committee, in cooperation 
with the student organization Omicron Delta Kappa, makes the final 
selections. Recipients receive an engraved plaque and monetary reward.

2016
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Wallis Miller
College of  Design

School of  Architecture

Gurney Norman
College of  Arts and Sciences

Department of  English/     
Creative Writing

Brett Spear
College of  Medicine

Department of  Microbiology, 
Immunology and Molecular 
Genetics
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Wildcat Sports

The Kentucky football team signed 25 players during 
National Signing Day on Feb. 3.

The highlight of  the class was offensive tackle Landon 
Young from Lexington Lafayette, who was rated a five-star 
prospect by Scout.com. He is one of  five in-state players 
signed by UK Coach Mark Stoops. Mr. Football Kash Daniel, 
Drake Jackson, Zy’Aire Hughes and Davonte Robinson are the 
other in-state recruits.  

“It’s been a strong class led by the five guys in state. They’re 
great football players, great leaders. We did, once again, very 
good in Ohio signing 11 players out of  Ohio. Top to bottom, 
extremely strong group,” Stoops says. “Great football players, 
but more importantly, great people, great leaders, great 

families. They’re going to be a great addition to the Big Blue 
Nation. Very excited about this group. Ready to get them in 
here and get them going.”

The Wildcats’ class was rated 29th by Rivals, 38th by Scout 
and 35th by ESPN. 

This year’s class includes: Jordan, Jaylin Bannerman,  T.J. 
Carter, Ja’Quize Cross, Kash Daniel, Luke Fortner, Tobias 
Gilliam, Jordan Griffin, Gunnar Hoak, Dakota Holtzclaw, 
Zy’Aire Hughes, Drake Jackson, Stephen Johnson II, Tate 
Leavitt, Kordell Looney, Grant McKinniss, Naquez Pringle, 
Justin Rigg, Davonte Robinson, Asim “A.J.” Rose, Kayaune 
Ross, Benny Snell, Roland Walder, Jamar Watson and Landon 
Young. 

National Signing Day brings on 25 new faces

The Kentucky men’s soccer team captured its first 
Conference USA title and earned the program’s seventh bid to 
the NCAA Tournament while senior goalkeeper Callum Irving 
raked in the postseason honors.

The Wildcats finished 12-5-2 overall and went 7-0-1 in 
C-USA and were ranked 17th in the country. Irving was 
named a first-team All-American by the National Soccer 
Coaches Association of  America. He is UK’s first-ever two-
time NSCAA All-American, as he earned third team honors 
last year. Irving was the lone goalkeeper on the first team and 
became the first men’s or women’s Wildcat to be named to 
the NSCAA first team. Additionally, Irving was named the 
C-USA Player of  the Year and Coach Johan Cedergren earned 
conference Coach of  the Year honors. 

Irving was the Conference USA defensive MVP and was a 
first-team All-C-USA selection for the third year in a row. He 
also repeated as recipient of  the Golden Glove Award, given 
to the goalkeeper who posts the most shutouts in C-USA 
play. Irving and Paul Sime were also named to the Conference 
USA All-Academic team.

Kentucky’s season ended in the first round of  the NCAA 
Tournament with a 2-1 loss to Drake. Kevin Barajas had the 
lone goal for UK. 

The Wildcats clinched the C-USA title with a 1-0 win over 
Florida International, getting a goal in the 80th minute from 
Ryan Creel. It was UK’s fifth regular season conference title, 
winning the Mid-American Conference in 2000, 2001, 2003 
and 2004. UK won the MAC Tournament title in 1999, 2000 
and 2001.

Men’s soccer wins C-USA title

Kentucky senior goalkeeper Callum Irving was named 
a first-team All-American by the National Soccer 
Coaches Association of America in addition to his other 
postseason honors.
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81 student-athletes make SEC Honor Roll
Student-athletes from all of  UK’s fall sports teams combined 
to earn a total of  81 spots on the Southeastern Conference 
Fall Academic Honor Roll. There were 1,002 student-athletes 
named to the 2015 Fall SEC Academic Honor Roll.

Any student-athlete who participates in an SEC championship 
sport or a student-athlete who participates in a sport listed on 
his/her institution’s NCAA Sports Sponsorship Form is eligi-
ble for nomination to the Academic Honor Roll.
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The Wildcats finished 9-7-4 overall and 3-5-3 in the SEC, 
falling to LSU in the SEC Tournament.

Senior midfielder Courtney Raetzman earned first team 
All-SEC honors after leading the team with seven assists and 
netting three goals. Raetzman was a second team All-SEC 
pick last season.

Junior defender Alex Carpenter was named to the 12th 
annual SEC Community Service team. The team looks to 
highlight an athlete from each school who gives back to 
their community in superior service efforts. She attended 
an educational service trip to Ethiopia over the summer of  
2015, where she helped to develop relationships with the 

Raetzman earns ALL-SEC for UK women’s soccer
African people, and assist in their community. 

Carter has also been actively involved in God’s Pantry at UK, 
helping to pack and hand-deliver bagged lunches for children 
to local schools in the area. Carter is in her third year studying 
human nutrition and currently maintains a 3.79 GPA. Carter was 
named a team captain in 2015, and started in 17 of  Kentucky’s 
20 matches this season as a centerback, playing over 5,000 
minutes on the pitch.

The Wildcats’ season ended with a 2-1 loss to LSU in the first 
round of  the SEC Tournament at the Orange Beach SportsPlex 
in Orange Beach, Alabama. 

The Kentucky volleyball team qualified for its 11th 
straight NCAA Tournament, but was upset in the first round 
by American University in a 26-24, 25-17, 25-21 sweep in 
Columbus, Ohio. The No. 22 Wildcats finished the season 
21-10, marking the eighth time in the last nine seasons that 
UK has reached the 20-win mark. 

Several Wildcats earned postseason honors. Sophomore 
Ashley Dusek not only made the All-SEC team, she was 
named SEC Libero of  the Year. Senior setter Morgan 
Bergren and sophomore Kaz Brown were both named to 
the All-SEC team as well, while freshman Brooke Morgan 
was named to the All-Freshman team. Bergren and Dusek 
were both named honorable mention All-American by the 
American Volleyball Coaches Association. 

With Bergren and Dusek’s All-America honors, Coach 
Craig Skinner has produced 21 All-America selections, 
in addition to five of  the last six SEC Libero of  the Year 
Award winners and 11 consecutive SEC All-Freshman selec-
tions. With Dusek earning Libero of  the Year, the Wildcats’ 
defensive specialists have won the award five of  the past six 
years. With Morgan’s All-Freshman selection, Kentucky has 
now registered 11-consecutive All-Freshman team members 
dating back to the beginning of  the Skinner era. Bergren 
was named to the All-SEC team for the second consecutive 
season.

Dusek led the conference in digs from wire-to-wire, aver-
aging 4.98 per set. Her conference season was highlighted by 
a 40-dig performance at Auburn, breaking a 22-year-old UK 
record for most digs in a single match. Her 40 digs were also 
the most in a single match for any player in the SEC this 
year, and the only 40-dig performance from a Power Five 
institution

Bergren also led all SEC setters in blocks per set with 
0.98 in conference play. Bergren has been named SEC 
Player of  the Week and SEC Setter of  the Week once this 
season, while also being named a finalist for the Senior 
CLASS Award and a CoSIDA Academic All-District selec-
tion. Brown was second in the nation in blocks per set (1.63) 
and third in total blocks (178). Her 160 block assists were 
the second best in a single season.

UK volleyball makes 11th straight NCAA Tournament

Kentucky senior volleyball player Morgan Bergren was 
named All-SEC and was named honorable mention All-
American by the American Volleyball Coaches Association.
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Learn more about the world in 
the company of fellow Wildcats 
and friends.

Relax and enjoy while our trusted 
travel partners take care of all the 
details.

Take comfort in secure travel 
with experienced tour operators 
in the educational travel industry.

Enrich your travel experience 
with exclusive events and regional 
experts.

Choose from a variety of trips.

Return home with lifelong 
memories.

Why travel with the 
UK Alumni Association?

What’s your Big Blue Heart’s content?

New England Rails and Trails

Oct. 8 – 15, 2016; from $ 3,075 per person

Explore quaint Vermont villages, get a healthy helping of U.S. 
history in Boston and enjoy spectacular fall colors along the Maine 
coastline.

Italian Riviera

Oct. 15 – 23, 2016; from $ 2,995 per person

Experience for yourself why the Italian Riviera has been captivating 
visitors for centuries with its sparkling turquoise sea, sun-kissed 
beaches and charming towns.

Polar Bears of Churchill

Oct. 28 – Nov. 2, 2016; from $ 5,495 per person

Journey to Canada to see polar bears in their natural environment, 
discover the cultural history of the region and experience dog 
sledding on this unforgettable adventure.

The Traveling Wildcats program is an exclusive 
UK Alumni Association member benefit. 

BOOK YOUR TRIP TODAY! |  www.ukalumni.net/travel  |  800-269-ALUM (2586)

http://www.ukalumni.net/travel
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1.	 Members of the Jacksonville UK Alumni Club were 
happy to accept a check from Buffalo Wild Wings 
for last year’s game watch parties, which will further 
help the club’s scholarship efforts for UK students.

2.	 For Cats for a Cause, members of the Charlotte 
UK Alumni Club jumped in and helped the Isa-
bella Santos Foundation with its event by park-
ing cars as early as 6 a.m. and had a great time 
participating.

3.	 Members of the Fulton County UK Alumni Club 
held a community meal in October at First Meth-
odist Church as part of Cats fora Cause Week.

4.	 Dayton UK Alumni Club members helped out 
at a foodbank as part of their volunteer efforts 
during Cats for a Cause.

5.	 Members of the Greater Houston UK Alumni 
Club participated in the club’s Cats for a Cause 
event, which had a large number of members 
turning out to help fulfill special holiday wishes 
for children.

6.	 The New York City UK Alumni Club held its 
board meeting at Jack Demsey’s to discuss its 
upcoming fall events and also brainstormed ideas 
for increasing club membership. Left to right 
are Bruce Bohman, Chet Gole, Erin Burkett, Sean 
Riddle, Jenn Stevenson, Laura Finn, Abby Baldwin 
and Laura McDonald.

7.	 Boom Williams was selected as the Most Valuable 
Player with his 115-yard running effort during the 
UK vs. Vandy football game in Nashville, Tennes-
see. Former UK player Antoine Huffman, left, and 
Chad Polk, president of the Greater Nashville 
UK Alumni Club, bestowed the club’s trophy on 
Williams.

Alumni Clubs
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UK Alumni Association Member Price - $258.00 
(includes shipping and Kentucky sales tax)

Nonmember Price - $303.00 (includes shipping, Kentucky sales   
tax and one single annual UK Alumni Association membership)

The official Wildcat replicas are created by Matthew 
Gray Palmer, the artist of the original Wildcat sculpture 
in Wildcat Alumni Plaza. Replicas are cast resin with 
museum quality bronze coating and securely mounted to 
an oval walnut base that includes a gold-tone engraved 
plate. No custom engraving. Replicas must be preordered, 
and payment is required at the time your order is placed.

Replicas make great gifts for grads!  

Order Today!  |  Wildcatalumniplaza.com  |  800-269-ALUM (2586)

http://www.ukalumni.net
http://Wildcatalumniplaza.com
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University of Kentucky Alumni Association

get social with us

ukalumni kentuckyalumni ukalumni.net/linkedinkentucky_alumni

There’s an app for that! 
On the go? 
Access the magazine app quickly and easily and stay in touch with the UK 

Alumni Association! 
Our Kentucky Alumni magazine app is a member benefit and is now available for 

use with the iPhone. Go to the App Store and search for “KY Alumni.” The app is 
free for the public to download.
If you are a dues-paying member, log in using you “My Wildcat Community” 

username and password (the same credentials to log in on www.ukalumni.net) to 
ew the latest four editions of the magazine for free. 
If you are not a dues-paying member, click on the link below the login 

information to view a sample edition for free. Join the UK Alumni Association at 
www.ukalumni.net/join to view all editions at no charge. 

https://www.instagram.com/kentucky_alumni/
https://www.facebook.com/ukalumni
https://twitter.com/kentuckyalumni
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?newItemsAbbr=&gid=134789&goback=.gmp_134789.gna_134789
http://www.ukalumni.net
http://www.ukalumni.net/join
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Return to your Old Kentucky Home and make plans to join UK 
alumni and friends for a fun weekend in Lexington 

April 15 – 17, 2016! 
For complete details and information, visit

 www.ukalumni.net/alumniweekend2016. 

Friday, April 15
Missouri vs. Kentucky Softball
Alumni Weekend Special | 6 p.m. 

John Cropp Stadium | 570 Wildcat Court
Lexington, KY 40506

(Entrance off of Alumni Drive) 
Cheer on the Cats as they take on Mizzou in a Friday 
night SEC special. Tickets are free for UK Alumni 
Association members, and you’ll receive a free 
gift from the UK Alumni Association by showing 
your membership card. Reserve your spot at 
www.ukalumni.net/alumniweekend2016. 

Saturday, April 16
Blue/White Scrimmage

Noon 

Commonwealth Stadium | 1540 University Dr.

Lexington, KY 40506

Join fellow Wildcat fans for the FREE spring practice 
finale as the blue and white squads face off to give 
fans a preview of the fall football season. Look for past 

Wildcats to participate, too. For more information, visit 
www.ukathletics.com. 

Saturday, April 16
seeblue. Legacy Day Event

9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

400 Rose St. | King Alumni House
Lexington, KY 40506

Introduce your children to the history and traditions of UK! 
Join us for a special campus visit for currently enrolled high 

school students who are UK legacies (a child whose mother, father or 
stepparent has earned a UK degree).Gain insight into the college 

admissions process, catch the Big Blue Spirit, and hear from 
current UK students about life as a Wildcat. Brunch and a 

guided walking tour of campus is provided. After the 
tour, legacy families are encouraged to catch the 

Blue/White Scrimmage at Commonwealth 
Stadium. 

Tentative Schedule of Events:
9:00 – 9:30 a.m. | Registration, 
                                    Welcome and Brunch
9:30 – 10:15 a.m. | Information Session
10:15 – 10:45 a.m. | Student Panel
10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. | Guided Walking Tour

Register at www.ukalumni.net/seeblueday16. 
Contact Kelly Hinkel with questions at 
kelly.hinkel@uky.edu.

Saturday, April 16
seeblue. Legacy Day Event

Sunday, April 17
UK Alumni Association 

Sprint for Scholarships 5K

1:00 p.m. - Registration Begins
3:00 p.m. - Race Starts

Coldstream Park | 1875 Newtown Pike
Lexington, KY 40511

Take part in a 5K race to benefit scholarships, supporting UK students. 
Sprint for Scholarships is open to the entire UK community. This is a family 

friendly function, so come out and enjoy the fun!  

With an overwhelming increase in the cost of education, we are partnering with YOU to work toward providing more scholarship opportunities for UK students. 
The UK Alumni Association awards scholarships every year. Let’s grow that number! As a university partner, the face of philanthropy is changing. Each of us has the 

opportunity to impact the educational landscape of the future. 

The entry fee is $25 for preregistered attendees who register by the earlybird deadline of April 1. The price for all participants is $30 after April 1. Cost includes a 
bib with timing chip and T-shirt. T-shirts are only guaranteed for those that register by the April 1 deadline. Participants may run or walk in this event. Sponsorship 

opportunities are also available. To sign up for the event, please go to www.ukalumni.net/sprint. 

http://www.ukalumni.net
http://www.ukalumni.net/alumniweekend
http://www.ukalumni.net/alumniweekend
http://www.ukathletics.com
http://www.ukalumni.net/seeblueday
mailto:kelly.hinkel@uky.edu
http://www.ukalumni.net/sprint
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bring your passion, style, big ideas and your business and join global brands like Xerox, Toyota, CLARK,  

                3M and Lexmark that call the Lexington area home. experience cost savings, a vibrant  

    quality of life and expansive green space, just like they do. 

        visit locateinlexington.com to discover why you should locate your business here.

mavericks, visionaries, dreamers welcome. you’re welcome.

http://locateinlexington.com
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bring your passion, style, big ideas and your business and join global brands like Xerox, Toyota, CLARK,  

                3M and Lexmark that call the Lexington area home. experience cost savings, a vibrant  

    quality of life and expansive green space, just like they do. 

        visit locateinlexington.com to discover why you should locate your business here.

mavericks, visionaries, dreamers welcome. you’re welcome.

Left to Right:
Connie Harvey  Corporate Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of Commercial Healthcare, Xerox  
Wilbert W. James, Jr.  President, Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Kentucky, Inc.
Dennis Lawrence  President and CEO, CLARK Material Handling Company
Lisa M. Blanchet  Lexington Site Manager, 3M
Paul Rooke  Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Lexmark International, Inc. Rooftop courtesy of L.V. Harkness

http://www.ukalumni.net
http://locateinlexington.com
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Laura Roche Youngworth ’92 
’00 ’14 ED was the last to know 
she had been named Kentucky’s 
best world language teacher.

She may also be the last one to 
think she is, as well.

Youngworth, who teaches 
French at Beaumont Middle 
School in Lexington, has earned 
that honor after winning the Ken-
tucky World Language Association 
(KWLA) Outstanding Teacher 
Award. 

“I was shocked. There are some 
amazing teachers in K through 16 
(college). I really didn’t expect to 
win. It was a great honor,” Young-
worth says.

Youngworth was at the KWLA 
annual awards ceremony with her 
fellow nominees, but each was 
saying the other person was going 
to win.

“I didn’t hear them call my 
name. And I looked up and 
saw my face on the screen and 
thought, ‘Oh, my gosh, that’s me.’ 
It was pretty moving, I must say.”  

Downplaying her moment was 
not going to happen either.

“The school made a big to-do 
about it. People saw it on the Web 
page, and students congratulated 
me. The principal came in with 
flowers and made an announce-
ment,” she says. “They were pretty 
excited about it, but to be truthful, 
I didn’t try and talk about it too 
much.”

She also competed at the region-
al competition against teachers 
from the southern United States in 
February for the national Teacher 
of  the Year competition against 
four regional winners.

Youngworth is Kentucky 
through and through. Her father, 
James Roche, was a UK adjunct 
professor who taught computer 
programming. 

“It was a natural fit to go there,” 
she says.

Teaching French was not 
Youngworth’s original plan, how-
ever.

“When I was in high school, 
French was really hard for me 
until my junior year when I had 
a phenomenal teacher. The way 
she taught, it just clicked. At UK, 
I wanted to be an architect, and 
I found out you had to take an 
exam. My dad looked at me and 
said no, you are already a year be-
hind, choose something else,” she 
says. “I majored in English and 
French, and I said I’d like to be 
a teacher and help others. It just 
kind of  evolved.” 

Youngworth graduated with a 
triple major in English, French and 
secondary education and started 
her teaching career at Scott High 
School in Covington. 

Next she taught at Anderson 
County High School in Lawrence-
burg, where she stayed for 17 
years.

“I absolutely adored teaching 
high school,” she says. “But I had a 
son, and I needed to let him go to 
school in Lexington and not drag 
him with me to Lawrenceburg ev-
ery day. I started looking for a job 
in Fayette County.”

For the last six years, Young-
worth has taught French at Beau-
mont Middle School. 

“It’s been a wonderful change. 
It’s a pleasure teaching middle 
schoolers. They are so enthusiastic 
and engaged. They’re wonderful to 
teach,” she says.

At Beaumont, Youngworth is 
the French Club sponsor, as well 
as the co-sponsor of  the summer 
World Language Immersion Camp. 
She is the chairman of  the De-
partment of  Arts & Humanities 
and the facilitator of  the Global 
Competency & World Language 
Program Review and District Feed-
back Team Lead. She also hosts 
the UK/KWLA Language Talk 
podcast (www.kwla.org/podcast/). 

“The podcast series has been an 
amazing experience. Being able to 
interview colleagues and experts in 
the field of  world languages is not 
only an honor but has provided me 

an opportunity to continue grow-
ing as an educator,” she says. “I 
can’t thank Dr. Jeanmarie Rouhi-
er-Willoughby enough for her 
vision and initiative to connect 
all world language educators and 
KWLA’s faith in me as the host of  
the series.”

Youngworth is the current pres-
ident of  the Kentucky Chapter of  
American Association of  Teachers 
of  French and is co-chairwoman 
of  the Kentucky World Language 
Association K-12 Professional De-
velopment Committee. She is also 
the K-12 contact for the Outreach 
Clearinghouse and has been a pre-
senter at numerous conferences 
throughout the state.

Her resume is more than enough 
to show why she deserved to win 
the award, but Youngworth says 
she just tries to be the best teacher 
she can be for her kids.

“I strive really hard to get stu-
dents excited about French and 
I want them to continue to study 
French — be lifelong learners,” 
she says. 

While languages such as Spanish 
may seem to be more practical to 
study these days, Youngworth says 
French is still an important lan-
guage to know.

“I see so much Spanish speaking 
around us, but out schools are also 
seeing more refugees from the 
Congo and Haiti, and there are a 
lot of  French speakers now,” she 
says. “And if  you look outside of  
Kentucky and around the world, 
there are a whole lot of  languages 
that are valuable to learn. French 
is one. It’s one of  two official 
languages of  the Olympics. World-
wide, French is very valuable, 
especially if  you are interested in a 
career that’s more internationally 
minded.”

Youngworth herself  says she still 
has a lot to learn about French.

“I don’t know every word in 
French, so I’m still learning,” she 
says.

By Hal Morris

LAURA ROCHE YOUNGWORTH ’92 ’00 ’14 ED: 
Kentucky’s best 2015 world language teacher

http://www.ukalumni.net
http://www.kwla.org/podcast
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COLLEGE INDEX
Agriculture, Food

& Environment — AFE
Arts & Sciences — AS

Business & Economics — BE
Communication &
Information — CI
Dentistry — DE
Design — DES

Education — ED
Engineering — EN

Fine Arts — FA
The Graduate School — GS

Health Sciences — HS
Law — LAW

Medicine — MED
Nursing — NUR

Pharmacy — PHA
Public Health — PH
Social Work — SW

Before 1960
Susan Jackson Keig ’40 FA 
designed and produced the 
2016 Shaker Village at Pleas-
ant Hill calendar for the 46th 
straight year. She was inducted 
into the UK Alumni Associ-
ation Hall of  Distinguished 
Alumni in 2010.

Louis W. Withers ’51 EN is 
a retired engineer in Oxnard, 
California. During his career, he 
worked on nuclear weapons for 
the U.S. Navy. He also worked 
for Sandia National Laborato-
ries and Lockheed Aircraft.

Allen D. Waters ’56 PHA is 
a retired pharmacist in Spring-
field. He is a member of  the 
Springfield Housing Commis-
sion and received a South East 
Regional Conference Award 
for being the longest serving 
commissioner in Kentucky. 

Richard L. Frymire ’59 
LAW is a senior partner with 
Frymire Evans Peyton Teague 
and Cartwright in Madisonville.  
He served eight years in the 
Kentucky General Assembly, 
four years in the House of  
Representatives and four years 
in the Kentucky State Senate. 
Frymire was adjunct general 
of  Kentucky for six years and 
spent 31 years in the military.

1960s
Donnie L. Gosser ’60 AFE 
is the retired owner and manag-
er of  Hub City Wholesale Elec-
tric Co. in Elizabethtown. He is 
a member of  the Campbellsville 
University Board of  Trustees 
and was presented the Alger-
non Sydney Sullivan Founda-
tion Award by the school.

Thomas A. Southall ’61 CI 
has been a television camera-
man and was the manager of  
audio/video services for the 
Illinois Central Railroad, pro-
ducing safety films. He also 
worked in video production for 
AT&T in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Linda Bartimus Ball ’65 
ED, ’72 AS is the retired exec-
utive director of  Flagler Health 
Care Foundation Inc. in St. Au-
gustine, Florida. 

Edward R. Nairn ’65 EN is 
a governing board member of  
the Highlands Hospital Corp. 
and Highlands Health System in 
Prestonsburg. He was present-
ed the Healthcare Governance 
Award for his nearly 40 years of  
dedication to Highlands and the 
region’s medical and health care 
needs. He is the president and 
corporate officer of  Nairn Inc., 
a building and design company, 
and was the owner of  Elliot Co.

C. Edward Glasscock ’66 
EN, ’69 LAW is a lawyer and 
chairman emeritus of  the firm 
Frost Brown Todd LLC in Lou-
isville. He was the managing 
partner at the firm. Glasscock 
was awarded the 2015 Pres-
idential Medal by the Jewish 
Heritage Fund for Excellence, 
which recognizes organizations 
and individuals for advancing 
the mission at the University of  
Louisville.

Rich C. Moldenhauer ’67 
AS lives in Orchard Park, New 
York, and is the founder of  
Moldenhauer & Assoc., a fi-
nancial and retirement planning 
firm. He was inducted into 
Ameritas Life Insurance Corp. 
Hall of  Fame.

1970s
James Wilson Bailey ’70 
ED is a retired teacher living in 
Glasgow. He was inducted into 
the Barren County Hall of  Dis-
tinguished Honor by the Barren 
County Alumni Association. 
He taught agriculture at Barren 
County High School, Taylor 
County High School and at the 
former Austin Tracy and Tem-
ple Hill high schools in Barren 
County.

Martha Allen Nall ’70 AFE 
lives in Lexington and is a re-
tired Extension professor in 

program and staff  development 
for the UK Cooperative Ex-
tension Service. She received 
the American Association of  
Family and Consumer Services 
Distinguished Service Award.

Donna Hazle 
Glanzman ’71 
AS is the owner 
of  DHG Com-
munications in 
Columbus, Ohio. 

She was named  the W.I.S.H. 
Woman of  the Year by Make-
A-Wish Ohio Kentucky & Indi-
ana.

James L. May ’71 AFE is the 
owner of  May Haven Farm in 
Waynesburg and owns May-
haven Farm Seed Sales. He was 
re-elected to a four-year term 
on the Central Kentucky Ag 
Credit Board of  Directors.

Thomas James ’72 MED is 
the chief  medical officer for 
Baptist Health Plan and Baptist 
Healthcare Community Care in 
Louisville, leading the clinical 
and pharmacy services. He was 
previously medical director at 
Humana Inc. and what was 
then HealthCare of  Louisville.

Nicholas W. Nicholson ’73 
EN is the owner of  Nichol-
son Engineering Associates 
in Brooksville, Florida. He is 
chairman of  the Hernando 
County Commission and has 
served on the county’s planning 
and zoning commission and on 
the Hernando Waterway Res-
toration Coucil and the Florida 
Building Commission.

Renee Poorbaugh-Seifert 
’73 HS is the vice president of  
the Laurel Highlands Visitors 
Bureau in Ligonier, Pennsyl-
vania. She was the visitors ser-
vices and marketing manager 
for the Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy and executive 
director of  the Greater Grand 
Island Sports Council in Ne-
braska.

mailto:ukalumni@uky.edu
http://www.ukalumni.net/class
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Barry A. Bleidt ’74 PHA, 
’74 AS is a professor in the 
Sociobehavioral and Adminis-
trative Pharmacy Department 
in the Nova Southeastern Uni-
versity College of  Pharmacy in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He 
was selected as a Fellow of  the 
American Pharmacist Associa-
tion Academy of  Pharmaceuti-
cal Research and Science.

George N. Casey ’74 BE is 
an attorney and partner in the 
Lewis Glasser Casey & Rollins 
PLLC and LGCR Government 
Solutions in Charleston, West 
Virginia. Casey was named an 
independent member of  the 
general partner’s board of  direc-
tors for Foresight Energy.

Janet Shiffler Barton ’75 BE, 
’85 LAW is the presiding judge 
of  the Superior Court in Mar-
icopa County, Arizona. She was 
a Juvenile Court judge and was 
an attorney with the firm Snell 
& Wilmer.

Andrew K. Speer ’75 AS, ’79 
FA is an associate professor 
emeritus of  art at Metropolitan 
State College in Denver, Colo-
rado.  

Marianne Hopkins Hutti 
’76 ’79 NUR is a women’s 
health nurse practitioner, pro-
fessor and coordinator for the 
women’s health-family nurse 
practitioner dual major program 
at the University of  Louisville 
School of  Nursing. She was 
awarded the Kimberly-Clark 
Nursing Research Award by the 
Association of  Women’s Health, 
Obstetrics and Neonatal Nurs-
es for her article, “Predicting 
Grief  Intensity after Perinatal 
Loss.”

Mark S. Pritchett ’76 AS, ’78 
ED is the president and chief  
executive officer of  the Gulf  
Coast Community Foundation 
in Venice, Florida. He was 
previously Gulf  Coast’s senior 
vice president for community 
investment.

Dennis W. Shepherd ’76 AS, 
’81 LAW is an attorney and the 
legal counsel for the Kentucky 
Department of  Veterans Affairs 
in Frankfort. He was a public 
defender and assistant attorney 
general in Kentucky.

Richard C. Vari ’76 ’80 ’84 
AS is the senior dean for ac-
ademic affairs at the Virginia 
Tech Carillion School of  Medi-
cine in Blacksburg. He had been 
the school’s associate dean for 
medical education. Vari was the 
associate dean for medical edu-
cation and professor of  physiol-
ogy at the University of  North 
Dakota School of  Medicine. 

Richard D. Rightmyer ’76 
AFE lives in Gainesville, Geor-
gia, and retired from the USDA 
Forest Service, Chattahooch-
ee-Oconee National Forests, 
after a 37-year career. Rightmyer 
worked as a forester and soil 
scientist and was honored as a 
Fellow by the Society of  Ameri-
can Foresters.

Bruce E. Carpenter ’77 BE 
is the executive director of  the 
Corbin Economic Development 
Agency. He was awarded the 
2015 Daniel Boone Visionary 
Award by the Mountain Laurel 
District of  the Bluegrass Coun-
cil of  Boy Scouts.

 Robert W. Pat-
terson ’77 EN 
lives in Nichol-
asville and is a 
retired senior 
information 

technology specialist after near-
ly 31 years of  service with IBM. 

Bobby H. Sharp ’77 AFE 
retired as the director of  institu-
tional planning at Appalachian 
State University in Boone, 
North Carolina. He had a 35-
year career in higher education, 
including 28 years at Appala-
chian State.

Alexander R. Christine 
’78 AS is the Seventh Judicial 
Circuit, Division 65 judge for 

St. Johns County Court in St. 
Augustine, Florida. He was in 
private practice for more than 
20 years and worked for the 
state attorney’s office in Seventh 
Judicial Circuit.

James W. Gardner ’78 LAW 
is the chairman of  the Ken-
tucky Public Service Com-
mission in Frankfort. He was 
named chairman of  the Nation-
al Association of  Regulatory 
Commissioners Committee on 
Energy Resources and the Envi-
ronment. 

James L. Borders ’79 is the 
chief  medical officer at Baptist 
Health Lexington. 

Ronald P. Foster ’79 EN is 
the owner and president of  Fos-
ter Supply Inc. headquartered 
in Scott Depot, West Virginia, 
and is president of  A+ Medical 
Equipment. He was recently 
inducted into the Putnam Rota-
ry Club.

Lori Mullins Gonzalez ’79 
ED is the vice chancellor of  
academic, faculty and student 
affairs at the University of  Ten-
nessee Health Science Center in 
Memphis. She was the special 
advisor to the chief  academic 
officer at the University of  
North Carolina and the dean of  
the College of  Health Sciences 
at the University of  Kentucky.

Douglas R. Headley ’79 BE 
is the senior vice president and 
wealth management advisor at 
Old Point Trust in Williams-
burg, Virginia. He was the 
senior vice president/trust and 
estate administrator with Sun-
Trust Bank.

Pamela Bryant Kazee ’79 
ED is the director of  special 
education for the Santa Mon-
ica-Malibu Unified School 
District in Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia. She was with the Hins-
dale Community Consolidated 
School District in Illinois and 
the Clark County School Dis-
trict in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Rose Belbrey Vines ’79 
MED is the dean of  California 
Northstate University College 
of  Health Sciences in Elk 
Grove. She was on the biologi-
cal sciences faculty at California 
State University – Sacramento.

1980s
Richard A. Boisvert ’80 ’86 
AS is the New Hampshire state 
archaeologist and a graduate 
lecturer in heritage studies in 
the Plymouth State University 
College of  Graduate Studies in 
Plymouth.  

Barbara Moore Jeremi-
ah ’80 HS, ’81 MED is an 
obstetrician/gynecologist in 
Roanoke, Virginia, in her own 
practice. She is also an assistant 
professor in obstetrics and gy-
necology at the Virginia Tech 
Carilion School of  Medicine.

Kathy Blanton Litteral ’80 
AS is the warden at the Eastern 
Kentucky Correctional Com-
plex (EKCC) in West Liberty. 
She was the warden at Bell 
County Forestry Camp and was 
the deputy warden at EKCC.

Jeff  Noel ’80 AFE is the cor-
porate vice president of  com-
munications and public affairs 
at Whirlpool Corp. in Benton 
Harbor, Michigan. He was 
reappointed to the Executive 
Committee for the Michigan 
Economic Development Corp. 
Noel was president of  Corner-
stone Alliance and is president 
of  the Harbor Shores Develop-
ment and Bluffside Projects. He 
is a member of  the Michigan 
Colleges Foundation.

Kenneth R. Sagan ’80 AS, 
’83 LAW is a lawyer and part-
ner in the firm Stoll Keenon 
Ogden PLLC working in the 
Lexington office. He was chair-
man and executive partner of  
Stites & Harbison PLLC. 

Phillip D. Elliott ’81 BE is 
the senior vice president and 
chief  financial officer for First 

http://www.ukalumni.net
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Commonwealth Bank in Pres-
tonsburg. He was honored with 
the Prestigious Alumni Award 
by Big Sandy Community and 
Technical College.

William W. Gill ’81 AFE is 
a professor in the Middle Ten-
nessee State University College 
of  Basic and Applied Sciences 
in Murfreesboro. He was the 
director of  the School of  Agri-
business and Agriscience at the 
university.

Gordon R. Parido ’81 ED 
was elected to the District 3 seat 
on the Clark County Board of  
Education in Winchester after 
previously being appointed to 
the position. Parido is the re-
tired principal of  George Rog-
ers Clark High School. He was 
previously the principal at Wolfe 
County High School and taught 
and coached at Mullins High 
School in Pike County and at 
Prestonsburg High School.

Julie Elkin Young ’81 ED is 
the chief  executive officer for 
Sibling Group Holdings Inc. in 
Orlando, Florida. She was the 
president and CEO of  Florida 
Virtual School, the world’s first 
virtual statewide school district.

Michael J. De Leon ’82 
AFE and his spouse Grego-
ry D. Bourke ’83 BE live in 
Louisville and were named the 
National Catholic Reporter Per-
sons of  the Year for their roles 
as plaintiffs in the U.S. Supreme 
Court case that resulted in the 
legalization of  same-sex mar-
riage. De Leon is in information 
technology at General Electric 
Appliances. Bourke is an appli-
cations consultant for Humana 
Military Healthcare.

James E. Gibson ’82 ’83 
’84 lives in Lexington and is a 
bivocational freelance writer. He 
self-published the second edi-
tion of  his book, “True Christi-
anity: It May Not Be What You 
Think,” which seeks to define 
authentic Christianity and to 
help persons progress toward 

practicing it. He self-published 
the first edition in 2014.

John J. Moriarty ’82 AFE 
is the senior wildlife director 
for Three Rivers Park District 
in Plymouth, Minnesota. He 
co-authored the book “Amphib-
ians and Reptiles in Minnesota.” 
He previously worked at the 
James Ford Bell Museum of  
Natural History at the Universi-
ty of  Minnesota.

Gregory N. Stepp ’83 FA, 
’91 ED is the band director at 
Scott County High School in 
Georgetown. He was the band 
director at LaRue County High 
School and served as command-
er of  the 202nd Army Band for 
20 years. Stepp is also a chief  
warrant officer in the Kentucky 
National Guard.

Susan Van Buren Mustian 
’84 BE lives in Hebron and is 
co-chairwoman of  the annual 
Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation (JDRF) Cincinna-
tian of  the Year Gala. She re-
ceived the Women of  Influence 
Award by Venue Media and 
LEAD Cincinnati for her work 
with JDRF. 

David R. Perry ’84 BE is the 
chief  marketing officer for the 
University of  Utah Health Sci-
ences in Salt Lake City. He was 
CMO at Bentley University in 
Waltham, Massachusetts. 

J. Michael Thomas ’84 AS is 
the interim pastor at New Be-
ginning Church in Spring City, 
Tennessee. He was the pastor at 
Mason Presbyterian Church and 
Arlington Presbyterian Church 
in Shelby County, Tennessee. 
He is also the owner of  Care-
Patrol of  Greater Chattanooga, 
which helps families find care 
for seniors.

David R. Turner ’84 AS is a 
professor of  history at Davis & 
Elkins College in Elkins, West 
Virginia. He previously worked 
at the National Archives and 
Records Administration. 

Paul F. Boulos ’85 ’86 ’89 
EN is the founder, president 
and chief  operating officer of  
Innovyze, which provides in-
frastructure business analytics 
software solutions designed to 
meet the technological needs of  
water/wastewater utilities, gov-
ernment agencies and engineer-
ing organizations. He is based in 
Broomfield, Colorado. Boulos 
was honored by the American 
Society of  Civil Engineers as 
a Class of  2015 Distinguished 
Member.

Gregory S. Burton ’85 BE is 
the Franklin County president 
of  Independence Bank, which 
is headquartered in Owensboro.

Kelly M. Easton ’85 AS, 
’88 LAW is a Hardin County 
Circuit Court judge in Eliza-
bethtown. He was partner at the 
former Lewis Preston & Easton 
firm.

Gregory M. Rush ’85 ’87 
BE is the budget director at 
Kentucky State University in 
Frankfort. He was deputy direc-
tor of  the Legislative Research 
Commission in Frankfort.  

 W. Richard 
Marshall ’86 
BE is the presi-
dent and chief  
executive officer 
at Lutheran 

Homes Society, a nonprofit pro-
vider of  senior living and youth 
services based in Toledo, Ohio. 
He was the executive vice presi-
dent and chief  operating officer 
at Christian Care Communities, 
Inc. in Louisville. Marshall also 
earned a master’s degree in 
business administration from 
the University of  Louisville. 

Roger L. Nicholson ’86 
LAW is an attorney in an of  
counsel position with Steptoe 
& Johnson LLP in Charleston, 
West Virginia.

Jac J. Varco ’86 AFE is a 
professor and a Dr. Glover B. 
and Imogene C. Triplett En-

dowed Chair in Agronomy in 
the Department of  Plant and 
Soil Sciences in the Mississippi 
State University College of  Ag-
riculture and Life Sciences in 
Starkville. He also received the 
college’s Excellence in Teaching, 
Upper Division Undergraduate 
Award.

Anne Leslie Wright Horn-
back ’87 EN is a managing 
partner of  the women’s wealth 
division at Lamkin Wealth Man-
agement in Louisville. 

Harold L. Kleinert ’87 ED is 
the retired executive director of  
the UK Human Development 
Institute. He was one of  the 
winners of  the institute’s 2015 
Paul Kevin Burberry Award. 

Rick D. Red-
mon ’87 AS is 
the director of  
strategic initia-
tives for Phillips 
Staffing in 

Greenville, South Carolina. 

Thomas M. Wilkins ’87 BE 
is the chief  financial officer of  
TorcSill Foundations LLC head-
quartered in Pasadena, Texas.  

Brian P. Comstock ’88 BE is 
the co-owner and chief  finan-
cial officer of  Comstock Bros. 
Electric Co. in Louisville. He 
is also the owner of  Bernoulli 
Small Batch Ice Cream, which 
has a store in Louisville and of-
fers a delivery service.  

Stephen J. Grubbs ’88 BE 
is the chief  executive officer 
of  Bay Medical Center Sacred 
Heart Health Systems in Pan-
ama City, Florida. He was the 
CEO of  Paris Regional Medical 
Center in Paris, Texas, and the 
Regional Hospital of  Jackson in 
Tennessee.

Patricia S. Hager ’88 ED 
is the assistant superintendent 
of  human resources for the 
Huntington Beach City School 
District in California. She was 
the associate superintendent 
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of  human resources for the La 
Canada Unified School District.

Thomas M. Krueger ’88 BE 
is a finance professor in the 
Texas A&M University-Kings-
ville College of  Business 
Administration. He received 
the 2015 Teaching Excellence 
Award by the Academy of  Fi-
nance. 

Robert A. Osborne ’88 EN 
is the chief  operating officer of  
the Ohio Valley Electric Corp. 
in Piketon, Ohio. He was the 
managing director of  field and 
support services for American 
Electric Power.

Samuel Keith Parish ’88 
MED is the chief  medical of-
ficer at Neighborhood Health 
in Nashville, Tennessee. He was 
a family medicine physician at 
Physicians Regional Healthcare 
System in Naples, Florida.

Louann Marskberry Wald-
ner ’88 AFE is the provost 
for the College of  the Sequoias 
Tulare College Center in Tulare, 
California. She previously had 
been director of  business, in-
dustry and community services 
at the college. 

Jeffrey D. Broadwater ’89 
AS is a brigadier general in the 
U.S. Army and is the deputy 
commanding general of  the 1st 
Armored Division at Fort Bliss, 
Texas. He was the commander 
for the Operations Group at 
the National Training center in 
Fort Irwin, California.

Silas E. Deane ’89 BE is the 
chief  executive officer of  Dean 
Smith & Partners, a public rela-
tions firm which he cofounded, 
in Nashville, Tennessee. Deane 
is also the founder and presi-
dent of  the software company 
VendEngine.

Phillip M. Hardesty ’89 
BE is the senior vice presi-
dent, commercial operations 
and business development of  
SunCoke Energy Inc., which is 

headquartered in Lisle, Illinois. 
He was previously senior vice 
president of  sales and mar-
keting of  International Coal 
Group Inc. and vice president 
of  commercial optimization at 
Arch Coal Inc.

Karen-Beth Goldberg 
Scholthof  ’89 AFE is a pro-
fessor of  plant virology in the 
Department of  Plant Pathology 
in the Texas A&M College of  
Agriculture & Life Sciences in 
College Station. She was elected 
a Fellow of  the American Phy-
topathological Society.

Joseph E. Vowels ’89 ED 
is the associate superintendent 
for student services for Hardin 
County Public Schools in Eliz-
abethtown. He had been the 
district’s director of  alternative 
services. Vowels was also a 
teacher and held administrative 
positions at both North Hardin 
High School and Bluegrass 
Middle School. 

1990s
Mary Norton Fenton ’90 
AS is the dean of  the Western 
Carolina University Graduate 
School and Research in Cullo-
whee, North Carolina. She was 
an associate professor of  En-
glish at the school.

Elaine Monson Gravatte 
’90 AS is the president and 
chief  operating officer at D.D. 
Williamson & Co. Inc., which 
enhances the visual appeal of  
foods and beverages through 
naturally derived colors, in the 
company’s Louisville office. She 
was the company’s senior vice 
president of  global operations.

Lee Murray Hall ’90 LAW is 
an attorney with Jenkins Fens-
termaker PLLC in Huntington, 
West Virginia. She was selected 
to the 2015 West Virginia Super 
Lawyers list and was on the Su-
per Lawyers Top 10 list in West 
Virginia for 2014 and 2015.

Jennifer Ransdell Miller 
’90 ’95 ED is the principal at 
Washington County Elemen-
tary School in Springfield. She 
was the dean of  instruction at 
North Washington Elementary 
School and principal at Old 
Kentucky Home Middle School 
in Bardstown.

Robert C. Miller ’90 HS, 
’93 MED is a professor of  
radiation oncology at the Mayo 
Clinic in Jacksonville, Florida, 
medical director of  Mayo Clinic 
Operations in Northfield, Min-
nesota, and vice chairman of  
the Board of  Trustees for Mayo 
Clinic Health System in Albert 
Lea, Minnesota. He was named 
the founding editor of  the 
American Society for Radiation 
Oncology journal Advances in 
Radiation of  Oncology.

Cliff  M. Caudill ’91 AS is the 
director of  clinics and member 
of  the executive council for the 
University of  Pikeville-Ken-
tucky College of  Optometry. 
He was an assistant professor of  
optometry in the Department 
of  Ophthalmology and Visual 
Sciences at UK HealthCare. 

Eva D. Kort ’91 AS is a lec-
turer in the Department of  
Philosophy and Religious Studies 
at Coastal Carolina University in 
Conway, South Carolina.

Brian S. Mason ’91 ’09 FA is 
an associate professor of  per-
cussion and coordinator of  the 
percussion studies program in 
the School of  Music, Theatre 
and Dance at Morehead State 
University in Morehead. He 
received the Distinguished Fac-
ulty Service award. 

Sherry S. McCollough ’91 
LAW retired as the directing 
attorney for the Department of  
Public Advocacy with its office 
in Danville. The department 
serves Boyle, Garrard, Mercer 
and Lincoln counties. 

Jeffrey A. Medin ’91 MED 
is a MACC Fund Professor in 

the Medical College of  Wiscon-
sin Department of  Pediatrics 
in Milwaukee. Medin was a 
professor in the University of  
Toronto Department of  Medi-
cal Biophysics and the Institute 
of  Medical Science in Ontario, 
Canada.  

Steven J. Moore ’91 LAW is 
an attorney living in Lexington. 
He is the senior director of  ma-
jor gifts and planned giving for 
HelpMeSee, a global campaign 
to eliminate cataract blindness. 
He was previously director of  
major gifts and planned giving 
at the UK Office of  Philan-
thropy.

Kristen Bailey Preston ’91 
AS, ’95 ’03 PHA is an assis-
tant professor of  pharmacy 
practice at the Appalachian Col-
lege of  Pharmacy in Oakwood, 
Virginia.  She is establishing an 
ambulatory care practice site at 
United Medical Group in Pikev-
ille. Preston was a clinical phar-
macist specializing in Critical 
Care Medicine at Pikeville Med-
ical Center.  She also performs 
in the all-female bluegrass band, 
Coaltown Dixie.

David A. Bosch ’92 BE is a 
program coordinator and as-
sociate professor of  business 
administration at Boyce Col-
lege, a school of  the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville. 

Michael D. Day ’92 EN is 
the executive vice president and 
chief  operating officer at Patri-
ot Coal Corp., which is head-
quartered in Scott Depot, West 
Virginia. He was the executive 
vice president of  operations, 
senior vice president of  engi-
neering at West Virginia Central 
Region and Kentucky Opera-
tions at Patriot Coal. He is an 
executive board member of  the 
Kentucky Coal Association and 
the UK Mining Engineering 
Foundation.

Timothy A. Keutzer ’92 AS 
is the vice president of  devel-
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opment at Spero Therapeutics 
LLC, a biopharmaceutical 
company in Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts. He was the vice presi-
dent of  program and portfolio 
management at Cubist Pharma-
ceuticals.

Dana Robinson Mainka ’92 
BE is the co-owner of  Louis-
ville-based PurseKeyper LLC 
which makes a key fob, wristlet 
and purse holder, all in one. She 
was special events manager for 
Macy’s Inc. in New York, New 
York.

Nathan A. Boyd ’93 EN is 
the director of  product integrity 
at Harley-Davidson in Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin. He previously 
worked for Brother Internation-
al Corp.

Rhonda G. Cromer ’94 AFE 
retired as director of  planning 
and community development 
for the city of  Winchester. She 
had worked with planning com-
missions in Georgetown and 
Lexington.

Steven T. Doom ’94 ’95 
PHA is a pharmacist and the 
owner of  Smith Drugs in Hod-
genville.

Jamon A. Halvaksz ’94 AS 
is an associate professor of  an-
thropology at the University of  
Texas – San Antonio.

Wesley A. Jackson ’94 CI 
is the publisher of  the Couri-
er-Journal newspaper in Lou-
isville. He was the senior vice 
president and general manager 
at A.H. Belo Corp., a Texas 
newspaper company, which 
owns the Dallas Morning News 
and Denton Record-Chronicle. 

John E. Leland ’94 EN is the 
vice president for research for 
the University of  Dayton and 
executive director of  the Uni-
versity of  Dayton Research In-
stitute (UDRI). He was associate 
director of  operations for UDRI 
and head of  the institute’s materi-
als engineering division. Leland 

also served as Dayton’s director 
for technology partnerships. 

JoAnn Browning Matam-
oros ’94 ’95 EN is the dean 
and David and Jennifer Spencer 
Distinguished Chair of  the 
University of  Texas – San An-
tonio College of  Engineering. 
She was elected to a three-year 
term on the board of  directors 
of  the American Concrete 
Institute. Matamoros was the 
dean of  administration and 
professor of  civil engineering 
in the University of  Kansas 
School of  Engineering.

Joel M. Oney ’94 AFE is the 
vice president and manager of  
agribusiness lending at Heart-
land BancCorp., the parent 
company of  Heartland Bank in 
Columbus, Ohio.

Charles A. White ’94 EN is 
the senior managing engineer 
at Barton & Loguidice, whose 
headquarters are in Syracuse, 
New York. He was elected 
president of  the Syracuse sec-
tion of  the American Society 
of  Civil Engineers.

James L. Blanton ’95 AS, 
’00 CI is the director of  the 
Louisville Free Public Library. 
He was the director of  the Da-
vies County Public Library in 
Owensboro and worked at the 
Chesapeake Public Library in 
Virginia.

John P. Ernst ’95 AS is the 
interim associate vice president 
for academic affairs/student 
success at Morehead State Uni-
versity in Morehead. He was 
the chairman of  the Depart-
ment of  History, Philosophy, 
Religion and Legal Studies in 
the Morehead State Caudill 
College of  Arts, Humanities 
and Social Sciences. 

Gary T. Fields ’95 ED is the 
superintendent of  the Bowling 
Green Independent School 
District in Kentucky. He was a 
social studies teacher and later 
principal of  Bowling Green 

High School.

Wilma Criswell Justice ’95 
SW is the director of  the Com-
munity Hospice Care Center 
in Ashland. She received the 
Above and Beyond Award from 
the Kentucky Association of  
Hospice and Palliative Care. 

Elizabeth Jones McKinney 
’95 LAW is an attorney and 
certified public accountant and 
a partner in the firm English 
Lucas Priest & Owsley LLP in 
Bowling Green, Kentucky. She 
previously had her own law 
practice.

Scott P. Novak ’95 ’00 AS is a 
senior developmental epidemi-
ologist at RTI International in 
Research Triangle Park, North 
Carolina. He was appointed to 
serve on the Scientific Advisory 
Board of  the Food and Drug 
Administration Center for Drug 
Evaluation and Research. 

Paige Carney Salgado ’95 
ED is the dean of  the West 
Virginia State University Col-
lege of  Professional Studies 
in Institute, West Virginia. She 
also is a professor of  education 
and director of  clinical experi-
ences. 

Raymond M. Stacy ’95 
BE is the superintendent of  
the Beechwood Independent 
Schools. He was the chief  ac-
ademic officer for Woodford 
County Schools.

Lisa Payne Jones ’96 LAW 
is the chief  District Court judge 
for the 6th District, 1st Division 
in Daviess County, presiding 
in the Daviess County Juvenile 
Drug Court and directs the Da-
viess County Model Court Proj-
ect. She was awarded the 2015 
Chief  Justice’s Special Service 
Award for her work in the areas 
of  family and juvenile law.

Patricia Flaherty Kennedy 
’96 ’00 ED is a sixth grade 
language arts teacher at Spen-
cer County Middle School in 

Taylorsville. She received the 
Excellence in Teaching Award 
from Campbellsville Universi-
ty. Kennedy previously taught 
language arts at Stuart Middle 
School in Louisville. 

Margo D. Whisman ’96 ED 
is the principal at Shelby Coun-
ty High School in Shelbyville. 
She was the school’s vice princi-
pal. Whisman had also been an 
assistant principal and director 
of  student services for Ander-
son County Public Schools.

Jeffrey M. Lewis ’97 ’98 AS 
is a lieutenant with the Ken-
tucky State Police and stationed 
in Morehead. A resident of  
Vanceburg, Lewis is a 16-year 
veteran of  the state police.

Antonio J. O’Ferral ’97 is 
a senior sales manager with 
Asante Solutions Inc. He was 
named to the board of  direc-
tors of  Islet Sciences Inc. in 
Raleigh, North Carolina. O’Fer-
ral is on the board and is vice 
president of  outreach at the 
Triangle/Eastern North Caroli-
na Chapter of  the Juvenile Dia-
betes Research Foundation.

Sadiqa Moore Reynolds 
’97 LAW is the president and 
chief  executive officer of  the 
Louisville Urban League. She 
was the chief  of  community 
building for Louisville Mayor 
Greg Fischer and also served as 
a Jefferson District Court judge 
in Louisville.

Carl D. Morrison ’98 MED 
is the clinical chief  of  the 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute 
Department of  Pathology 
and Laboratory Medicine in 
Buffalo, New York, and is the 
executive director of  the insti-
tute’s Center for Personalized 
Medicine. He was appointed to 
the federal Advisory Panel on 
Clinical Diagnostic Laboratory 
Tests.

William J. Sexten ’98 AFE 
lives in Wooster, Ohio, and is 
the director of  the supply de-
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velopment team for Certified 
Angus Beef  LLC. He was the 
beef  specialist for University of  
Missouri Extension. 

Brian K. Dean ’99 HS, ’02 
PH is the senior vice president 
and chief  executive officer of  
the Memorial Hermann-Texas 
Medical Center in Houston, 
Texas. He was the hospital’s in-
terim CEO and was previously 
the chief  financial officer.

Christa Dahmann Erpen-
beck ’99 AFE is the personal 
healthcare account manager 
for the Midwest market at 
Procter & Gamble in Cincin-
nati, Ohio. She is responsible 
for the customer development 
of  healthcare systems, provider 
organizations, and wellness en-
tities throughout the Midwest, 
while delivering customer-cen-
tric business strategies to assist 
top healthcare systems achieve 
their goals.

Bobbi Whitfield Fox ’99 AS 
is the owner of  Whimsy, a chil-
dren’s clothing store in Marion, 
Illinois.

Jerry R. Muir ’99 AS is a 
professor of  mathematics at 
the University of  Scranton 
Department of  Mathematics in 
Pennsylvania. He was awarded 
a 2015 Faculty Development 
Summer Grant.

Tijuan L. Overly ’99 MED 
is an interventional cardiologist 
at the University of  Tennessee 
Medical Center in Knoxville. 

2000s
Kent D. Fletcher ’00 AS is 
an enrollment advisor at the 
University of  Phoenix at the 
school’s Columbia, South Caro-
lina, campus. He was previously 
a second lieutenant in the U.S. 
Marine Corps.

John S. Hammons ’00 HS 
is an associate professor and 
academic coordinator of  clin-
ical education for the physical 
therapist assistant program at 

Somerset Community College. 
He received the Faculty Award 
from Somerset Community 
College. 

Jennifer S. Shank ’00 ’03 
FA is the dean of  the Ten-
nessee Technological Univer-
sity College of  Education in 
Cookeville. She was the interim 
dean and chairwoman of  the 
Tennessee Tech Music Depart-
ment.

Kevin C. Brown ’01 LAW is 
the associate commissioner 
and general counsel for the 
Kentucky Department of  Ed-
ucation in Frankfort. He also 
served as the department’s in-
terim commissioner and is the 
associate commissioner for the 
Office of  Guiding Support and 
oversees the department’s Di-
vision of  Communications and 
the process for investigating 
state testing violations. 

Jennifer Ryan Friedland ’01 
AS is an attorney and a partner 
in the firm Momkus McCluskey 
LLC in Lisle, Illinois. She was 
recognized as a 2015 Emerging 
Lawyer in Illinois by Leading 
Lawyers. 

Patrick D. Leighty ’01 EN is 
the Lawrence County engineer 
in Ironton, Ohio. He previously 
was an engineer with E.L. Rob-
inson Engineering in Ironton.

Jason E. Lowe ’01 EN is the 
officer manager of  the Hunts-
ville, Alabama, office of  Barge 
Waggoner Sumner and Cannon 
Inc., which is headquartered in 
Nashville, Tennessee. He was 
the civil department manager 
for SSOE Group and a civil 
engineer in the U.S. Air Force.

Nathan B. Smith ’01 AFE 
lives in Tifton, Georgia, and is 
the staff  director and Extension 
economist with the University 
of  Georgia Center for Agri-
business and Economic Devel-
opment. He was the Extension 
marketing specialist for row crops 
at the University of  Arkansas. 

Casey O. Tyree ’01 EN is a 
company vice president and the 
Knoxville civil group leader for 
Barge Waggoner Sumner and 
Cannon Inc., which is head-
quartered in Nashville, Ten-
nessee. He is also a U.S. Navy 
veteran and was a reaction pro-
pulsion division officer aboard 
the USS Nimitz.

Kenneth S. Walker ’01 EN is 
a senior traffic engineer in the 
Lexington office of  Parsons 
Brinckerhoff, headquartered 
in Montreal, Canada. He was 
named a Rising Star by the 
Institute of  Transportation En-
gineers.

Jeremy H. Arnold ’02 EN 
lives in Estero, Florida, and is 
the vice president of  Waldrop 
Engineering PA, which has 
offices in Bonita Springs and 
Riverview, Florida. He was the 
director of  engineering in Wal-
drop’s Bonita Springs office.

Pat F. Bass ’02 ED is an asso-
ciate professor of  medicine and 
pediatrics and is the chief  med-
ical information officer at Lou-
isiana State University Health 
Sciences Center in Shreveport. 
He is a founding partner and 
principal at the website bumble-
beewriters.com.

Andrea McAllister Fegley 
’02 LAW is the vice president 
of  the Delta Dental of  Cal-
ifornia legal division in San 
Francisco. She was a director 
and corporate counsel at Delta 
Dental and was also an attorney 
at UnitedHealthcare and the 
Kentucky Department of  In-
surance.

Aaron K. Jackson ’02 BE is 
the budget director for the city 
of  Louisville. He was previous-
ly the city’s finance director. 

Jeremy L. Jarvi ’02 CI is the 
regional chief  development 
officer for the American Red 
Cross in Louisville. He was the 
director of  investments and 
sponsorships, and the sponsor-

ship and advertising manager 
for Greater Louisville Inc.

Misty Measel Litton ’02 AS 
is the principal at Clearfield El-
ementary School in Morehead. 
She was an assistant principal at 
Rowan County High School in 
Morehead.

Blair Shyrock Baldwin ’03 
ED is the director of  the Owen 
County Learning Center after-
school program in Owenton.

David M. Blanchett ’03 BE is 
head of  retirement planning for 
Morningstar Investment Man-
agement Group in Lexington. 
He won the 2015 Montgom-
ery-Warschauer Award from 
the Financial Planning Associ-
ation for his article, “Exploring 
the Retirement Consumption 
Puzzle,” which was published 
in the Journal for Financial 
Planning.

William B. Cutrer ’03 MED 
is an assistant professor of  pe-
diatrics and anesthesiology in 
the Division of  Pediatric Critical 
Care Medicine at the Vanderbilt 
University School of  Medicine 
in Nashville, Tennessee. He 
won a 2015 Vanderbilt Univer-
sity Medical Center Academic 
Enterprise Faculty Award. 

Keith K. Harmon ’03 MED is 
a surgeon at Coshocton Hospi-
tal in Coshocton, Ohio. He was 
chief  of  surgery at Intermountain 
Healthcare in Burley, Idaho.

Cayce M. McCamish ’03 
’05 ED is the director of  Ex-
ceptional Child Services for 
the Asheboro City Schools in 
North Carolina. She previously 
worked for the North Carolina 
Department of  Instruction.

Christopher P. Minton ’03 
BE is the southwest regional 
director at Hatteras Funds in Ra-
leigh, North Carolina. He was the 
senior regional director for Neu-
berger Berman and regional vice 
president, external wholesaler for 
Touchstone Investments.
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Samuel M. Razor ’03 AS lives 
in Lexington and is the found-
er and chief  executive officer 
of  Hippo Manager Veterinary 
Practice Software, which makes 
customizable veterinary soft-
ware.

Michael E. Rogers ’03 AFE 
is the director of  the University 
of  Florida Institute of  Food 
and Agricultural Sciences Citrus 
Research and Education Center 
in Lake Alfred, Florida.

Aaron P. Sprowl ’03 EN is a 
project engineer at the Louis-
ville division of  the M.G. New-
ell Corp. He was plant engineer 
at Dean Foods.

Melinda Timberlake Sunder-
land ’03 LAW is an attorney 
with the firm Morgan & Pot-
tinger PSC in Louisville.

Lyndsey E. Angus ’04 ED is 
the head softball coach at Pen-
sacola State College in Pensac-
ola, Florida. She was previously 
an assistant coach at UK, the 
University of  New Mexico and 
Centenary College.

Mark W. Blair ’04 ’05 ED 
is the director of  alternative 
programs for Hardin County 
Schools in Elizabethtown. He 
was the district’s home and 
hospital program coordinator. 
He was also the head teacher 
at Mulberry-Helm, the site of  
Hardin County High School’s 
alternative program.

Eric A. Moyen ’04 ED is the 
assistant vice president for aca-
demic affairs at Lee University 
in Cleveland, Tennessee. He 
was the chairman of  the uni-
versity’s Department of  Health, 
Exercise Science and Secondary 
Education. He also served as 
a professor of  education and 
director of  First Year Programs 
at Lee.

Joseph P. Noltemeyer ’04 ED 
is the chief  planning officer and 
special assistant to the president 
for institutional research and 

special events at Centre College 
in Danville. He was the director 
of  Greek life, director of  vol-
unteer service and coordinator 
of  the Bonner Program at 
Centre.

Sara Heath Roberts ’04 PH is 
the physicians services practice 
administrator at Clark Regional 
Medical Center in Winchester. 
She was the hospital’s director 
of  physicians services.

Colleen M. Glenn ’05 ’12 AS 
is an assistant professor in the 
Department of  English at the 
College of  Charleston in South 
Carolina. 

Amanda M. Perry ’05 FA is 
the director of  outreach ser-
vices for the Shelby County 
Library in Shelbyville, heading 
up the library’s bookmobile 
program. She was a community 
coordinated child care teacher 
at the Dorman Preschool Cen-
ter in Louisville.

Brittany Griffin Smith ’05 
’06 CI, ’12 LAW is an attorney 
with the firm Weber & Rose 
PSC in Louisville. She was with 
the firm Golden & Walters 
PLLC in Lexington.

Daniel C. Suddeath ’05 CI 
is the editor of  the Glasgow 
Daily Times in Kentucky. He 
was a staff  writer for the News 
and Tribune in Jeffersonville, 
Indiana, and editor at South-
ern Indiana Business Source 
magazine. He was previously a 
reporter and editor at the Port-
land Progressive in Portland, 
Tennessee.  

Rachel Watts 
Webb ’05 CI is 
the executive 
director of  the 
Kentucky Acad-
emy of  Eye Phy-

sicians and Surgeons, a 
non-profit organization for 
opthamologists based in Shel-
byville.

Class Notes

Be proactive in 2016!
Perhaps you were lucky to have had 

a mentor early in your career, one who 
looked out for your best interest. Possibly 
you had a manager who took time for 
crucial career conversations. The rest of  
us have had to figure it out along the way. 
With the rapidly changing world of  work 
and the fact that Americans only remain 
in their jobs roughly 3.5 years, we are 

responsible for our own career management and professional de-
velopment. Be more proactive and make your career progression a 
priority by following these suggestions: 

Develop and maintain your professional network. A rule of  
thumb is to network each month in three areas: your profession or 
industry; joining professional associations and attending industry 
networking events; getting involved in your community. Organiza-
tions such as Habitat for Humanity, churches and other nonprofits 
are wonderful ways to meet others, while giving back. Network 
through a hobby, such as a book club, community chorus or Sierra 
Club hikes. Participate in BBNetworking Virtual Cat Chat events 
for UK alumni to connect in an easy, online format.

Learn new skills each year to build your resume. How is 
your resume different this year? Are there gaps that would prevent 
you from changing positions or getting a promotion? With Mas-
sive Open Online Courses, short term or distance training oppor-
tunities, it is easier than ever to build your skills. All professionals 
must market and sell experience, skills, and strengths by providing 
specific examples on a resume.

Use LinkedIn on a weekly basis, even if  you are not ac-
tively engaged in a job search. Similar to your resume, your 
LinkedIn profile should be complete, up-to-date at all times, and 
something that represents you well. Join industry related or geo-
graphic related groups on the site, as well as the Official Universi-
ty of  Kentucky Alumni LinkedIn group. Make it easy for people 
to find you and for recruiters to search your marketable skills. 
Add new connections and take time to write recommendations 
and endorse skill sets of  those in your network. Participate in one 
of  our LinkedIn webinars or watch a past webinar in the career 
downloads section of  our website. 

Create your own board of  directors to serve as an outside 
think tank. Strategically select people to serve on your informal 
board who will meet with you to offer insight, while helping you 
advance. Choose people for a variety of  roles. Some board mem-
bers may give you a nudge or offer insight; others might serve as 
motivators, visionaries or connectors. Your think tank does not 
have to be people you know well and will likely be outside of  your 
current company or industry.

By following these four strategies, you will be in a better posi-
tion to be more proactive in the coming years of  your career. 

CAREER CORNER

UK Alumni Association members are eligible for two 
complimentary appointments per year with an alumni career
counselor. Call 1-888-9UK-CATS (852287) to schedule an 
appointment. Visit www.ukalumni.net/career to learn more 
about Alumni Career Services.

Caroline Francis 

http://www.ukalumni.net
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Shannon L. Harr ’09 ED is 
director of  integrity and com-
pliance in the Morehead State 
University (MSU) Office of  
Research and Sponsored Pro-
grams in Morehead. He was 
elected to a three-year term on 
the MSU Board of  Regents 
and was awarded the MSU Dis-
tinguished Staff  Service Award.

Amanda N. Marinelli ’09 CI 
is a senior account executive 
for MMI, a communications 
and public relations compa-
ny headquartered in Raleigh, 
North Carolina.

Tyler Montell ’09 AS is an 
assistant vice president and in-
structional specialist at Wealth-
South, the trust and investment 
unit of  Farmers National Bank 
in Danville. She was a project 
lead and account executive for 
McKinney Advertising Agency.

Krishna S. Vyas ’09 AS, ’14 
MED is the associate editor 
of  the three-volume “SAGE 
Encyclopedia of  Stem Cell Re-
search, Second Edition.” 

2010s
Ryan T. Brewer ’10 AS, ’11 
ED ’14 LAW is an attorney 
with Anspach Meeks Ellen-
berger LLP in Huntington, 
West Virginia. He won the 
George Jay Joseph Education 
Law Writing Award, which recog-
nizes excellence in education law 
scholarship by law students or 
graduate students of  education.

Gregory V. Gast ’10 AS, ’15 
DE is a dentist in Mobile, Ala-
bama. At UK, he was inducted 
into Omicron Kappa Upsilon, 
the national dental honor soci-
ety, and was presented the Bri-
an D. Stone Memorial Award 
and the International College 
of  Dentists Humanitarian 
Award.

Michael G. Smith ’10 AS, ’15 
HS is a physician assistant with 
Central Kentucky radiology in 
Lexington.

Zoetis, an animal health com-
pany in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
in the company’s development 
headquarters. She was named 
Zoetis’ Working Mother of  the 
Year.

Kyle R. Wilson ’07 AS is the 
stallion seasons director at Win-
Star Farm in Versailles. He was 
in stallion season sales at Three 
Chimneys Farm in Midway.

Nathan L. Wolejsza ’07 BE is 
an adult beverage regional cat-
egory manager for the Kroger 
Co. in Cincinnati, Ohio.  

Natasha Camenisch Farmer 
’08 AS, ’11 LAW is an attorney 
with Whitfield Bryson & Mason 
LLP and the Earlington city 
attorney. She was a staff  attor-
ney for Hopkins Circuit Court 
Judge James C. Brantley.

Ryan D. Hendrickson ’08 
AS received his doctorate from 
Indiana University in Bloom-
ington. He is a lecturer of  
French and is coordinator of  
first year French in the College 
of  Romance Languages and 
Literatures at the University of  
Michigan in Ann Arbor.

Scott P. Loscheider ’08 ED 
is the principal at Clark Coun-
ty Preschool in Winchester. 
He was the assistant principal 
at Strode Station Elementa-
ry School in Winchester and 
taught physical education at 
Dixie Magnet Elementary 
School in Lexington.

Panayiota Agamemnonos 
Smeathers ’08 PH is an ad-
vanced practice registered nurse 
in the gastroenterology depart-
ment at Deaconess Clinic in 
Evansville, Indiana. She was a 
nurse practitioner at Cole Family 
Practice in Nashville, Tennessee.

Ellen Krajewski Barger ’09 
PHA is the co-owner of  B&B 
Pharmacy in Shepherdsville. 
She previously worked at Medica 
Pharmacy. 

William T. Webster ’05 DE is 
the owner of  Webster Ortho-
dontics in Danville.

Jonathan T. Black ’06 EN is 
an associate professor of  aero-
space and ocean engineering 
in the Virginia Tech University 
College of  Engineering in 
Blacksburg. He is also associate 
director of  research for aero-
space systems at the Virginia 
Tech Ted and Kayrn Hume 
Center for National Security 
and Technology. Black was 
named a Northrup Grumman 
Senior Faculty Fellow by the 
Virginia Tech Board of  Visi-
tors.

David T. Bundrick ’06 LAW 
is a criminal defense attorney 
with the firm Edward & Kautz 
in Paducah. He was previously 
a public defender.

Emily Nolan Litzinger ’06 
AS is a labor and employment 
lawyer with the firm Fisher & 
Phillips LLP in Louisville. She 
was with the firm Bahe Cook 
Cantley & Nefzger PLC.

Thomas M. Martin ’06 ’08 
AS is an assistant professor of  
management and executive di-
rector for the Eastern Kentucky 
University Center for Econom-
ic Development, Entrepreneur-
ship and Technology in Rich-
mond. He was the senior Fel-
low for research and economic 
policy at the Kentucky Council 
on Postsecondary Education.

Sarah E. Renfro ’06 CI is the 
minister at Monterey Christian 
Church in Owen County. She 
was a model before becoming a 
minister.

Christopher B. Sowder ’06 
ED is the men’s and women’s 
head track and field and cross 
country coach at Spalding Uni-
versity in Louisville. He had 
previously taught and coached 
at the University of  Louisville, 
Eastern High School in Lou-
isville and Lexington Christian 
Academy.

Chase A. Bodkin ’07 AFE is a 
nocturnal adventures instructor 
at the Cincinnati Zoo and Bo-
tanical Gardens in Fort Mitch-
ell. He recently participated 
in the Miami University Earth 
Expeditions global field course 
in Baja studying at the Bahia de 
los Angeles UNESCO World 
heritage site and in the Sea of  
Cortez.

Sharon Wills Brescoach ’06 
CI is an assistant professor of  
public relations at Concord 
University in Athens, West Vir-
ginia. She previously taught at 
Fairmont State University, St. 
Francis University and Marshall 
University.

Trivikram Dasu ’07 MED is 
the administrative and technical 
director of  the clinical immu-
nodiagnostic and research lab-
oratory at the Medical College 
of  Wisconsin in Milwaukee. He 
was certified as a Diplomate of  
the American Board of  Medical 
Laboratory Immunology.

Ashley P. Ireland ’07 CI is the 
dean of  University Libraries 
at Murray State University in 
Murray. She was a reference 
librarian and assistant professor 
at the university. Ireland was 
also library liaison to the Hut-
son School of  Agriculture and 
the Jesse D. Jones College of  
Science, Engineering and Tech-
nology at Murray State.

Amy N. Reimann ’07 DES is 
the director of  the Micamy De-
sign Studio’s office in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. She was a proj-
ect coordinator with Wakefield 
Beasley & Associates.

Mary Alice Scott ’07 ’10 AS 
is a medical anthropologist and 
assistant professor of  anthro-
pology in the New Mexico State 
University Department of  An-
thropology in Las Cruces. She 
received the Patricia Christmore 
Faculty Teaching Award.

Raksha Tiwari ’07 AFE is 
a senior principal scientist at 
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There’s nothing like celebrating a birthday in France — just ask 
Chris McDaniel ’97 AS, president of the Arizona UK Alumni Club. He 
recently enjoyed a special day out at Disneyland Paris with his sister 
Keri Woosley ’97 AFE, and both were happy to show off their UK 
spirit internationally!

What about YOU?! Show us where you are wearing your UK pride. Send 
us your UK spirit photos at UKalumni@uky.edu and you might end up in 
Kentucky Alumni magazine or on our social media!

Casey Y. Whitaker ’10 FA is 
a member of  the Second City 
Nation Touring Co., an improv 
and sketch comedy group in 
Chicago, Illinois.

Nicholas P. Bozzuto ’11 BE is 
the respiratory protection pro-
duction manager for the E.D. 
Bullard Co. in Cynthiana. 

Amanda  M. Marshall ’11 
BE, ’13 PH is the marketing 
manager for LewisGale Region-
al Health System in Roanoke, 
Virginia. She is also the creator 
of  the fashion blog www.par-
donmuah.com.

Tonya G. Ruby ’11 HS is a 
physician’s assistant with St. 
Mary’s Medical Center in Hun-
tington, West Virginia. She was  
a physician’s assistant at Marion 
General Hospital in Ohio.

Jordan A. Stivers ’11 AS is an 
attorney and compliance analyst 
at UBS Financial Services Inc. 
in the company’s Nashville, 
Tennessee, office. 

Rachel D. Alexander ’12 DES 
is the executive director of  
Main Street Winchester in Clark 
County. She was the director 
of  operations and membership 
coordinator for Preservation 
Kentucky.

David S. Coomer ’12 AS, ’15 
LAW is a clerk and legal assis-
tant with Stephen M. O’Brien 
III PLLC in Lexington.

Thomas E. Clowers ’12 LAW 
is an attorney with the firm Bar-
ber & Bauer LLP in Evansville, 
Indiana. He was a deputy pros-
ecuting attorney with the Vigo 
County Prosecutor’s Office in 
Terre Haute, Indiana.

Tathagata N. Ghosh ’13 EN 
is an assistant professor of  min-
ing engineering at the Universi-
ty of  Alaska-Fairbanks College 
of  Engineering and Mines. He 
was named to the executive com-
mittee of  the Coal and Energy 
Division of  the Society of  Mining, 
Metallurgy and Exploration Inc.

Deborah T. Givens ’12 CI is 
an assistant professor of  jour-
nalism in the Eastern Kentucky 
University Department of  
Communications in Richmond. 
She was elected to a three-year 
term on the board of  directors 
of  the International Society of  
Weekly Newspaper Editors.

Joseph M. Guthrie ’12 AFE 
lives in Venus, Florida, and is a 
wildlife biologist and consultant 
for the National Wildlife Ref-
uge Association.

Anna Henson Hall ’12 ED is 
an assistant professor of  early 
childhood education in the 
Clemson University Eugene T. 
Moore School of  Education 
in Clemson, South Carolina. 
She received the Early Career 
Research Award from the 
American Educational Research 
Association Early Education 
and Child Development Special 
Interest Group.

Katherine A. Hastings ’13 
ED is a research assistant for the 
Kentucky Peer Support Net-
work Project. She was one of  the 
winners of  the UK Human De-
velopment Institute 2015 Paul 
Kevin Burberry Award.

Jennifer Seymour McCrys-
tal ’13 DES is the owner of  J. 
McCrystal Design LLC in Liv-
ermore. She designed the new 
logo for the McLean County 
Chamber of  Commerce. She 
was previously with the firms 
Hafer Associates and L. Ruth 
Interior Design.

Erica R. Parsley ’13 NUR is a 
nurse a Kosair Children’s Hos-
pital in Louisville.

Brittney N. Schaeffer ’14 
LAW is an attorney with the 
Johnson Law Firm in Pikeville. 
She was named Best Lawyer by 
the readers of  the Appalachian 
News Express.

Emily Morgan Maxwell 
Damron ’15 CI is an account 
coordinator at Bulldog Creative 

Services in Huntington, West 
Virginia.

Colby J. Hall ’15 AS is the 
summer migrant program recruit-
er for Pulaski County Schools in 
Somerset.

Corinna S. Hughes ’15 NUR 
earned her bachelor’s degree in 
nursing from the UK College 
of  Nursing.

Grace Rhenals Martin ’15 
AS is an assistant professor 
of  Spanish in the Bridgewa-
ter College Department of  
World Languages & Cultures in 
Bridgewater, Virginia.

Addicus T. Nix ’15 CI is an 
Associate Fellow with the U.S. 
Department of  Health & Hu-
man Services National Library 
of  Medicine, the world’s largest 
biomedical library and a com-
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ponent of  the National Insti-
tutes of  Health. 

John M. Orlowski ’15 AFE 
is a soybean agronomist for the 
Mississippi State University 
Extension Service and the 
Mississippi Agricultural and 
Forestry Experiment Station in 
Stoneville.

Mitchell J. Rhein ’15 LAW 
is an attorney with the firm 
Spilman Thomas & Battle 
PLLC in the Charleston, West 
Virginia, office.

Erin Powell Yelland ’15 AFE 
is assistant professor and Exten-
sion specialist in adult develop-
ment and aging in the School 
of  Family Studies and Human 
Services in the Kansas State 
University College of  Human 
Ecology in Manhattan, Kansas. 

http://www.ukalumni.net
mailto:UKalumni@uky.edu
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In Memoriam
Louisa Holton Morris ’30 
Roanoke, Va.  

Elizabeth Furr Duncan ’40 
Monticello, Ky., Life Member 

Mariam Gardhouse Fish ’40 
Anderson, S.C.  

Milton D. Feinstein ’41
Pembroke Pines, Fla.  

Edward R. Hermann ’42 
Winnetka Ill., Life Member 

Frances Hardwick Ledridge ’42 
Lexington, Ky.  

Caroline Conant Wade ’42
Lexington, Ky., Life Member

Marian Kendall Boone ’43 
Lexington, Ky.  

Agnes Smith Ivey ’43 
Lexington, Ky.  

Harold Greenlee ’44 
Fort Myers, Fla.  

Frances Jinkins Nickell ’44 
Lexington, Ky., Life Member

William D. Hatcher Jr. ’45 
Nicholasville, Ky., Fellow

Marjorie Palmore Warner ’45 
Fort Wayne, Ind., Life Member, Fellow

Richard F. Greathouse ’47
Taylorsville, Ky., Life Member

Polly McCulloch Masters ’47 
Ancramdale, N.Y., Life Member 

Kathryn Franz Robine ’47 
East Lansing, Mich.  

Austin L. Shelley ’47 
West Lafayette, Ind.  

Robertson C. Scott ’48 
Santa Barbara, Calif.  

Martha V. Short ’48 
Leesburg, Va.  

Howard W. Stephenson ’48 
Charlotte, N.C.  

James C. Blanchard ’49 
Tucson, Ariz.  

Paul Ford Davis ’49 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., Life Member 

John E. Myers Jr. ’49 
Lexington, Ky., Life Member 

Dorothy Gardner Wade ’49
Louisville, Ky., Life Member

William H. Williams ’49 
Franklin, Tenn.  

Raymond G. Bauer ’50
Louisville, Ky.  

Rodney A. Beck ’50 
Louisville, Ky., Life Member 

Royce C. Pulliam ’50 
Lexington, Ky., Life Member 

L. Wayne Tune ’50 
Lexington Ky., Life Member, Fellow

Robert O. Young ’50 
Paducah, Ky.  

Frank V. Benton III ’51 
Ft. Thomas, Ky., Life Member 

Virginia Bartlett Gocke ’51
Edmond, Okla.  

Farmer Helton ’51 
Middlesboro, Ky.  

William G. McConnell ’51
Kuttawa, Ky., Life Member 

Joan Pfeiffer Underwood ’51 
Louisville, Ky.  

Robert L. Vines ’51 
Fairfax, Va.  

Jean Perrine Walker ’51 
Lexington, Ky.  

Mary Meade Wilson ’51 
Ashland, Ky.  

Alice Craig Davis ’52 
Louisville, Ky.  

Benjamin R. Huelsman ’52 
Frankfort, Ky.  

Joan Claassen Shinnick ’53 
Lexington, Ky., Life Member 

Marilyn Steele Waugh ’53 
Dallas, Texas  

Robert D. Sither ’54 
Satellite Beach, Fla.  

William W. Blanton Jr. ’55 
Westhampton, N.Y.  

William G. Buckner ’55 
Winchester, Ky.  

John H. Dicken ’55 
Lexington Ky., Fellow

Cecil H. Dyer ’55 
Burkesville, Ky. 

Ernest Moore ’55 
Houston, Texas  

Janet Kohl Roberts ’55 
Lexington, Ky.  

William G. Valleau ’55
Bangor, Maine  

G. Hawley White ’55
San Angelo, Texas  

James J. Butler ’56
Louisville, Ky.  

Ellis Mullins ’56 
Sneedville, Tenn.  

George D. Robinson ’56 
Nicholasville, Ky., Life Member, Fellow

John C. Burgess ’57 
Flatwoods, Ky.  

Donald R. Clark ’57 
Richmond Heights, Ohio  

Richard M. Jennings ’57 
Fremont, Ind., Life Member 

Terry M. Regan ’57
Lexington, Ky., Life Member, Fellow

Brantly D. Amberg ’58 
Hickman, Tenn., Life Member 

William C. Inman ’58
Raleigh, N.C.  

Don L. Lynn ’58 
Milton, Ky. 

Richard G. McGuire ’58 
Danville, Ky.  

Stephen F. Meilinger ’58 
Lexington, Ky.  

Earl D. Quirey ’58 
Sturgis, Ky., Life Member 

Diane DeMoisey Steffer ’58
Toronto, Ontario  

Garland D. Taylor ’58 
Horseshoe, N.C.  

Paul T. Townes ’58 
Hazard, Ky.  

Harold L. Webb ’58 
Maysville, Ky.  

Ethel Faw Mullins ’59 
Richmond, Ky.  

Frances Rouse Tye ’59 
Macomb, Ill.  

Charles J. Barnes ’60 
Lexington, Ky., Life Member 

Kenneth P. Ewing Sr. ’60 
Cambellsville, Ky.  
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Dale J. Kauzlick ’60 
New Smyrma Beach, Fla.  

James W. Whitt ’60 
Tullahoma, Tenn.  

John G. Ziegler ’60 
Edgewood, Ky.  

Cecile Everett Meals ’61 
Dinuba, Calif.  

James G. Osborne ’61 
Crestview Hills, Ky., Life Member

Charlotte Lyon Hundley ’62 
Tompkinsville, Ky. 

Henry B. Baker Jr. ’63
Berea, Ky., Life Member 

William F. Bryan ’63 
Frankfort, Ky.  

Charles F. Lewis ’63 
Alexandria, Va.  

Richard L. Shell ’63 
Wesley Chapel, Fla., Life Member 

Howard B. Hester ’64 
Huntsville, Ala., Life Member 

Betty Jo Castle ’65 
Ashland, Ky., Life Member 

Robert E. Kertickles ’65 
Greensboro, N.C., Life Member 

Arinda Lin Roelker ’65 
Louisville, Ky.  

Michael H. Covitt ’66 
LaGrange, Ky.  

Philip R. Foster ’67 
Harrodsburg, Ky.  

Barry L. Bolin ’68 
Paducah, Ky.  

Edward Conklin ’68
Southern Pines, N.C. 

Roemol Henry ’68 
Lexington, Ky.  

Alan D. Honaker ’68
Shelbyville, Ky.  

Jack L. Adams ’69 
Richmond, Ky., Life Member 

Lawrence V. King ’69 
Braddock Heights, Md. 

Dennis D. Lair ’69 
Stanford, Ky.

Richard O. Stone ’69 
Henrico, Va.  

Alan D. Ferrell ’70 
Springfield, Va., Life Member 

Deborah Sherley Rose ’70 
Charlottesville, Va.  

Robert T. Surface ’70 
Monroe, Ohio  

John L. Dovak ’71 
Simpsonville, Ky.  

John M. Famularo ’71
Lexington, Ky., Fellow

Michael Lewis ’71 
Virginia Beach, Va., Life Member 

Mickey T. Smith ’71 
Mount Carmel, Ill., Life Member 

Gary W. Anderson ’72 
Louisville, Ky., Life Member 

Gary L. McKinney ’72 
Cary, N.C., Life Member, Fellow

Hershel Tipton ’72 
Lexington, Ky.  

Joseph D. Roseberry ’73 
Elizabethtown, Ky.  

Larry A. Green ’74 
Lexington, Ky., Life Member 

Betsy Nowland-Curry ’74 
Lexington, Ky., Fellow

Michael Fleming ’75 
Frankfort, Ky.  

Shirley Pigg Lewis ’76 
Hoover, Ala.  

Jimmy D. Rock ’76 
Elizabethtown, Ky.  

Pauline C. Sweazy ’76 
Louisville, Ky.  

Rena Louise Vicini ’76 
Lake Havascu, Ariz. 

Leroy C. Knodel ’77 
San Antonio, Texas, Life Member 

Carol Pate Palmore ’77 
Frankfort, Ky.  

Thomas S. Pasco ’80 
San Francisco, Calif., Life Member 

Pamela Carter McComas ’90
Lexington, Ky.  

Lisa Slone Cox ’91 
Lexington, Ky.  

Barbara Nyere Slevin ‘92
Lexington, Ky., Fellow

Former students and friends
James W. Allen Sr. 
Jacksonville, Fla., Life Member, Fellow

Lewis Bizzack 
Frankfort, Ky., Fellow

Caroline Wood Blair 
Carlisle, Ky.  

William K. Brewer Sr. 
Lexington, Ky.  

Christine Shelton 
Clark Carmel, Ind., Fellow

Emmett R. Costich 
Lexington, Ky., Fellow

Robert E. Guffy 
Southern Pines, N.C.  

Traci Ashcraft Harris 
Lexington, Ky., Life Member 

Virgil W. Hays 
Lexington, Ky., Life Member, Fellow

Suzanne Wetherby Hines 
Louisville, Ky., Life Member 

Nancy Hearne Jones 
Louisville, Ky., Fellow

Mary Akonga Kasongo 
Lexington, Ky.  

Earl C. McNabb 
Cynthiana, Ky., Fellow

J. Richard Oexmann 
Lexington, Ky., Fellow

Lindsey Jo Shields
Lexington, Ky.  

Allen B. Smith 
Lexington, Ky.  

Charles K. Taylor 
Saint Matthews, Ky., Life Member 

Robert Tharsing 
Lexington, Ky.  

Walter P. Underwood 
Louisville, Ky.  

April Scaggs Voit 
Lexington, Ky., Fellow

Dorcas H. Wiedemann 
Georgetown, Ky.  

Carolyn M. Wolf  
Louisville, Ky., Life Member 

Leora Biggs Wykstra 
Lexington, Ky.  

http://www.ukalumni.net


James M. Aton ’77 AS  is the author 
of  a book on Utah landscape artist 
Jimmie F. Jones called “The Art and Life 
of  Jimmie Jones: Landscape Artist of  the 
Canyon Country,” which delves into the 
artist’s motivation and progression. 

Gibbs-Smith
www.gibbs-smith.com

Linda Wise McNay ’79 BE  is the 
author of  “Fundraising for Museums: 
8 Keys to Success Every Museum 
Leader Should Know,” which guides 
museum leaders in how to step up their 
fundraising effectiveness. 

CharityChannel Press
www.charitychannel.com

Nina Davidson Snyder ’96 CI has 
written “ABCs of  Balls,” a children’s 
picture book that makes learning the 
alphabet fun for preschoolers by using all 
type of  balls, from baseballs to footballs, 
with a lively color scheme

PenDragon Press
www.amazon.com

Doris Wilkinson ’58 SW has 
completed “A Quick Guide to English 
Grammar,” for low performing middle 
and high school students and their 
schools. She also wrote a workbook to 
accompany the 2002 publication “Guide 
to the African American Heritage Trail in 
Downtown Lexington, Kentucky.”

Tess Collins ’78 CI  is the author of  
“The Hunter of  Hertha,” about Connor 
Herne who finds barrels of  nuclear waste 
in a secluded hollow in Kentucky and 
doesn’t realize that his actions will impact 
his daughter’s life years later.

BearCat Press
www.BearCatPress.com

Connie Aldridge Huddleston ’73 
has written two books. “Greg’s Second 
Adventure in Time” continues the 
adventures of  Greg as he time travels 
into U.S. history. “Mittie & Thee: An 
1853 Roosevelt Romance” is the story of  
the Bulloch family of  Georgia and the 
Roosevelts of  New York.  

Interpreting Time’s Past
www.amazon.com

Richard E. Holl ’96 AS has 
written “Committed to Victory: 
The Kentucky Home Front During 
World War II,” which offers the 
first comprehensive examination of  
the Commonwealth of  Kentucky’s 
civilian sector during this pivotal 
era in the state’s history. National 
mobilization efforts rapidly created 
centers of  war production and 
activity in Louisville, Paducah, 
and Richmond, producing new 
economic prosperity in the 
struggling region. The war 
effort also spurred significant 
societal changes, including the 

emergence of  female and minority workforces in 
the state. In the Bluegrass, this trend found its face in Pulaski 
County native Rose Will Monroe, who was discovered as she 
assembled B-24 and B-29 bombers and was cast as Rosie the 
Riveter in films supporting the war effort.

Revealing the struggles and triumphs of  civilians during 
World War II, Holl illuminates the personal costs of  the war, 
the black market for rationed foods and products and even 
the inspiration that Coach Adolph Rupp and the University of  
Kentucky basketball team offered to a struggling state. 

The University Press of  Kentucky
www.kentuckypress.com

The University of  Kentucky and the UK Alumni Association are not responsible for the content, views and opinions expressed on websites mentioned in Creative Juices or 
found via links off  of  those websites. UK and the UK Alumni Association do not necessarily endorse books or other original material mentioned in Creative Juices.

James K. Libbey ’76 AS is the 
author of  “Alben Barkley: A Life 
in Politics,” the first full-length 
biography of  this larger-than-life 
personality, following Barkley 
in his transition from local 
politician to congressman, then 
senator, senate majority leader, 
vice president and senator 
once again. A loyal Democrat, 
Barkley was instrumental 
in guiding Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s New Deal 
programs through Congress. 
He later took on a key role in 
managing domestic policy as the president became 
more and more immersed in World War II.

Elected vice president with Harry S. Truman, Barkley possessed 
a candid demeanor and social skills that helped him become one 
of  the most popular politicians of  his day. This book reveals 
Barkley’s human side, from his extremely humble beginnings born 
in a log cabin in Graves County, to his dramatic and chilling final 
speech at Washington and Lee University in 1956, when he said, 
“I would rather be a servant in the house of  the Lord than to sit in 
the seats of  the mighty,” delivering the legendary quote moments 
before succumbing to a massive heart attack.

 
The University Press of  Kentucky
www.kentuckypress.com

http://www.gibbs-smith.com
http://www.charitychannel.com
http://www.amazon.com
http://www.BearCatPress.com
http://www.amazon.com
http://www.kentuckypress.com
http://www.kentuckypress.com
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Retrospect

24 
years ago…

77
years ago…

59
years ago…

32
years ago…

The beautiful spring weather enticed students to study 
in the sun, and Julie Nelson, left, and Leigh Peyton 
made the best of  a warm day in 1992.

Herbert Hillenmeyer of  Phi Delta Theta looked quite 
dashing, living up to being chosen “Most Popular 
Man” on campus during the 1938-1939 academic year.

The Student Union Board — students who 
planned cultural and leisure activities for the 
campus community — was busy during the 
1956-1957 school year organizing key events 
such as the Hanging of  the Greens, Sweater 
Swing dances and Coffee Chats. Serving on 
the Student Union Board were, front row, left 
to right: Laura Glenn, Dale Primrose, Marlene 
Begley, Ann Gregg Rhodemyre and Donna 
Ward. Back row: Betsy Patterson, Coburn 
Blackerby, Nancy Boggs, Janis Gover and Jane 
Harrison. 

During the 1983-1984 academic year, Andrew 
Oppmann, editor of  the Kentucky Kernal, and 
Lini Kadaba, managing editor, took a moment 
for their own photo op in front of  the Enoch 
Grehan Journalism Building. 
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Quick Take

The University of Kentucky cheerleading program continued its dominance of the cheerleading world by 
claiming its 21st national championship — more than any other Division IA school — on the campus of ESPN’s 
Wide World of Sports in Orlando, Florida. No other college cheerleading squad has dominated the Universal 
Cheerleaders Association National Championships like Kentucky.

“I am extremely proud of this team,” UK Head Coach Jomo Thompson said. “They put in a lot of hard work all 
year to win this championship. It was an intense competition, and I am thrilled that we were able to get the win.”

This win marked the fourth national title for the Wildcats this decade, after claiming the title in 2010, 2012, 2014 
and now 2016. The cheerleaders regularly attend UK Athletics Association and UK Alumni Association functions. 
They also represent the university at many charitable and public relations events.  
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Kentucky cheerleading wins record 
21st national championship!



For over 150 years, the University of Kentucky has been providing high-quality  
education to generations of young men and women. To accomplish this task 
today, alumni support is needed as never before. Through simple gift and 
estate planning, you can change lives and make a difference. You can help 
students prepare to serve others. 

Staff members in the UK Office of Gift and Estate Planning can provide  
information without obligation. Contact them at 800-875-6272, or 859-257-7886,  
or at giftandestate@uky.edu. And to access helpful planned giving tools, visit 
http://uky.giftlegacy.com. 

An Equal Opportunity University

With your help, I can serve others.

Jamie McWil liams 
Senior - Biology, Dentistry Track

http://www.giftlegacy.com


Challenge accepted
The University of Kentucky Markey Cancer Center  
is taking on Kentucky and Appalachia’s cancer challenge

Kentucky faces an enormous challenge. Our state, and specifically the Appalachian area 

of the Commonwealth, has both the highest incidence of cancer and the highest cancer 

mortality rate in the country. 

Although the challenges are significant, so too are our efforts to fight this disease.

To learn more about what Markey is doing to lessen the toll cancer takes on patients 

and their families, visit ukhealthcare.uky.edu/ChallengeAccepted.
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