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JEFF-DAVIS’ CAPTURE:
EHis Flight from Richimond as Res
membered by ks Body
Servante.

SENSATIONAY STORIES CORTRADICTED.

{New York Hereld Raleigh (N. C.) Letter.)
James H. Jones (colored) is at present
| Jailer of the county jail in thie city and aiso a
member of the Board of Aldermen. During
the-war he was the body servant of Jefferson
Dayis, and drove the carriage of the President
| of the Jate Counfederate States at the time of
the latter’s flight from Richmond. He was
| consfaptly with him thereafter up to the
time of Fh& | capture In
ty, ' Georgia, having driven the ecar-
yiage through Virginia, North and South
. Cerolina and a  portion of CGleorgias was
made a prisofier with Tavis and sent to Fort-
fess ‘Monroe, being subseGuently released.
Jones is 8 man of some intellizence. who
wields considerable influence over his race,
and, although a Republican, he is ever ready
to say & kind word for his former employer.
He ig well tho [ by the white people.of
this communit; d hag a good reputation
{orveracicy and integrity, . Being apprised of
| the facts above related, & Herald correspon-
. dent approached Mr. Jones with the hope ot
securing some: facts connected * with the
memorable flight: from Richmond and the
subsequent captura of the
late Coniederacy not herstofore made public.
Nor was he digappointed. It would perhaps
be weil to 1 e the story “with the state-
ment that, although the servantof Jeflerson
Davis, the narrator-of whai follows was
" pever hig slave, Jones baving been born free.
THE REMOVAL FROM RICHMOND.

That Mr. Davis was attending religious ser-
' Cices at St Paui’s ehureb, in Richmond, on
‘'Sunday, April 2, 1865, when the telegram of
. Gen. Lee, asnouncing ‘his immediate with-
grawal from Petersburg and the consequent
mecessity for evacuating Riehinond, was de-
Yivered to him, is & ‘matter of b
sensational stories which bave been published

- descriptive ol the “panic’! caused by “Mr.
Davis’ ecbrupt awal from the enurch,
are characterized by Jones, who was the
bearer of the dispatch, as ~well as by Mr.
Davis, us having tranapired 1o the fertile im-
agination of the  authors only. Jones was
well-known in the community as Mr. Davis’
Toey seryant, snd conseanently, whenshs
handed that gentlom a ftelegram which
gansed bim to hastily quit the building, ever
one who witnessed the alfair was convinced
that something unusnal had happened; but
this conviction «id not produce.a ‘panie’?
por cause the display of any undue excite-
ment. ‘*The exercises. were abridged and
the  congregation quietly = dismissec—
that s all.”? - The  mnext day. . Monday,
arraggenesis. were. p pfected  for - the
" removal of Mrs.Duvis snd family from Rien-
mond, and on the afternoon of that day
Jones, vith the £ e and horses and the
‘Toavis family, proegeded by rail to Charlotte,
N. C. Arriving at thelatter place, a house
ted, aud the family settled pown with
nectarion of reémainingin Charlotte for
geveral monins atleast. Afterthese arrange-
Ynenls Were conciaded; Jones proceeded to
Nanvilie, Va:., where the Confederate Presi-
dent then was, to rspors to him. 1t was
while Jones was in Danville thet Lieut. Wise,
a mere youth and son of Gen:s Wise,' came,
“afier escaping through the Federal ‘cavalry,
vd notiied Mr. Davis of the speedy surien-
or of Gen. Les. This was the first reliaple
. {ntormation Mr. Davis raceived of the antici-
pated surrender of the m‘myvc? Northern Vir-
Y f;riuia. Mr. Davis, atter receiving this news,
| gent Jones baek to Onarlotts jwlth orders 1o
| remove histamily to Abbeyville, 8.°C. This
he aid, and, aiter seeing AMrs, Davis comfort-
ahly domiciled ab the residence of a l_uwyer
| of that place, o friend of Mr. Davis, he
started on bis way back tomeet his employer.
He arrived at Charlotte, N. C.. on the 18th of
Aprily
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reensboro, . C.
ASSASSINATION OF LINCOLN.
8, AmMONg
sth;?:?rt‘y. Mr. Davis had traveled on horse-
baok, and was in the act of diemounting
when a telegram was nauded to Ahx_m. This
wus 8 dispateh from Gen. Breckinrides ‘an-
| houcing the assassinacion of Preéﬁdeng pr-
coln.  S‘Mr. Davis broke the geal,’”” said’ Mr.
Jones, “and I'saw & pained expression pass
over his fuce as he proceeded to read the
messaze,  The crowa of troopers, which had
coliected to welcome the party, noting the
| ggitation of Mr, p_nvm, called for the reg ing
| of the telegram. Mr.\Davis thereupon handed
the ielegram to & gentleman . standing near
| hito, whose nAme; I thmk‘,’ was Mr. Bates,
remerking, a8 he did ROL This is sad Dews:
| yaad it O inem.’  Mr: Bates did'as directed,
| grid 50016 Of the crowd, upob the nnpuls?_ of
| Yhe mors2nt, cheered—as was, oerhg;ys( aiter
ail, only matur I—at Th:‘i DEWs of the defﬂh of
| one they considered their most  powerful
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en.(ff}“?‘;n {here ia no truth in the stories pub-
. lisbc(f;f,auug that Mr. Davis, read the tele-
| gram toihe erowa coilected about him in an

exultant nannery” esked the Herald repre-

Wiltox couno- |

Président of the |

istory. The.

Y|

afew minutes before the Confederate |
¢ and party rode up as they came

others, went up to weicome |

word of truth, sir,”” re
pifed Mr. Jones. . *fin the first “place, as I
" have just stated, Mr. Davis did not. read ‘the
telearam t0 the crowd at all. - My, Bates read
it, and he did not read it with any show of
exultation that L could perceive. I know
! ¢hat Mr. Davis was deeply grieved at the act
| of Booth, for I shortly afterward heard him
express nimself to that effect. 'And, -aside
from sll human svmpathy called into action

‘hen h
00psRIrt?’ T i
- and. seemed wver

Jones laughed [ y,\_ri;l ch
amused at this question,” *‘No, indeed,’’ he
i replied;’’ that hoopskirt-bonnet “story is the
most thoroughly unadulterated plece of fie-
tion I ever read.”

THE CAPTURE.
“Mr, Davis,” continued tbe narrator, ‘“had

|
} by the act of the assasein, I have reason {0
know ihat My Davis deplored the death of
Mr. Liocoin, for I have heard bim sav that |
ho infinitely preferred Lincoln to Andy John-
son. e entertained an extreme degrceeo of
disgust for the latier gentieman, whom he
regarded ag a traitor to his seetion.
TO THE RESCUE OF HIS FAMILY—A FALSE
ALARM.
s«After remaining in. Charlotte "about a
wweek,”” continued Mr. Jones, ‘‘we left that
eity, and on the -4th of May crossed the Sa-
| wannah river, with a company detailed to es-
cort the President, and riding a few miles to
g farm house wo had breaklast and our horses
were fod. Ilwas herethat Mr. Davis learned |
| that a vegiment of Federal troops were

| moving on Washington, Ga., one of the de- |
pots of supplies.. Upon the reception of this '
news it was atonce decided that we should |

push on for Washington, hoping to arrive [
there in time to notifv'the citizens of the ex- |
pected event and summon all available forces |
1o its defonse. After sending word tg the of- |
flcer eommanding the advanece to joix him at |
once, Mr, Davis (attended always by myself), |
with the egcort of the company alliaded to, |
moved on. After reaching there segjuts were
sent out without encountering anjy of
enemy, and it was concluded that
was o false alarm, Two 01 three
leaving Washington,  Ga.; Mr. Dg
that a number of - stragglers

de-

and
| serters were in pursuit of his wite <and

ar

family, who, with an escort of a half dozen
or so toen, were makiog their way 0 the
Tlorida coasts + The  President had not seen
his family since: they left Richmond. Their
route was in a different direction from the
one we wore pursuing, but we changed our
course iu conséquence of this information
"and rode in pursuic of them. Aboui day-
| bresk next morning we met n party of men
|“who gave ‘the inf tion that they had
| passed un encampment of wagons conlaining
» women aud ehifdre We found io this en-
campment the ‘ones eourht, and Mr, Davis
I apd our party traveled wiih them two orthree
I* gays, when, believing them out of the reach
of marauders, Mr. Davis decided to part with
them to execute -his/original purpose:
“It was understood 4that our party were to
ve at nightfall, but it baving been reporied
to Alr. Davis that a maranding party intended
fo attack the camp that very nigat it was de-
cided by that gentleman-that we would defer
the separation until the truth or falsity of the
yeport was ascertained,
+1t sgems that a report had been given cur-
rency that this  was o fressure  train; which
 inducedstragglers to foliow it hoping to

‘et a0 OPDOTIUBITY 10 rob i,
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Mr saddled. in readi-

and bad thrownd

“T'had I > hors

ness to proceed

bis nolster of pistiols ¢ dle.
PIRING OVER Tilli BRANCH:

“iMy, Davis lay down without removing his

elotlies in the early part of the night to rest.
L Nothine cecurred to indicate an aitack until
f jusvpetore dawn. when I leard fiving over
U toe bruoes. I fnmediately bairried to the
i ppot -wh M Davis - was sleeping, and,
{ arousing him, told him of what I had heard.
I He came ont of ~ the tent, and 'we saw

s0me

eavalryoen whom we recognized as 1
Federal troopers depleying around as the;
approached the camp. 1 bad iicd the horse
~to be used by Mr. Davis wnear theroadl eomo
i @iefance’ from 'the camp, - and, a3 hefore
etated, Bis‘bo of  pistols was seéured {o

6o caddie horse. 1b was, ibea;aiain-
foriunate discovery forus that we realized
itho [zct that the troopers were approaching
£rom tbat direction and were already near the

| spot wherg the horse was secured. It was
therefore impossible for Mr. Davis to reach
his horee, and he was in a predicament in-
deed.. Mre, Davis had implored her husband
1o len»v:e immediately wpon learning that the
| ‘attacking party were regulars, but he hesi-
tated, and sc lost some precious moments,

compelled to start in an -opposite direction
irom that -intended, on foot and without
arms.”’

THE BO-CALLED ““DIsGUISE.”’

Heére the Herald correspondent interrupted
the narrative by asking him if he knew of
his own knowledge how Mr. Davis was
dres'sea, and if there was ooy truth in the
stories which have been published stating
that he was aftired- in a woman’s clothes
wearing a hoop skirt at the time of his cap:
ture.

2 “Cex]'minly, I know ot m
he replied. “I was by his side from t i
I'woke him in his tent to the momen?%;]ﬁ}g

capture. If any on
Shcia y one ought to know I

E.‘e then continued 23 follows:
Mr. Davis, at this eeason of the year
wore a sleeyeless waterproof light overcoat,.

My's. Davis had one almost exactly like it— |

same material only the cut was a
ferent. Atter decidin
he returued to  she tent for his overcoat, and |
in the hurry and. confusion of the momeni— |
it was very dark in  the tent—rpicked up his

wife’a inatead of hie own coaf, and, as he |
emerged {rom the tent, Mrs. Davis thonght- |
fully threw a shaw! over his shouiders, He |
was wesring lis wife’s ‘ragian’ and the shawl |
gx:e;h}élsl eiroulders when he was chailenged ]
3 rooper i 1

£ the, Lo nn' ,(?:'”wm be more fully ex-
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' When he at last decided upon fizht he was |

y own knowledge,’’ |

2 to aitempt an escape |

not gone twenty-five yards when a cavalry-
man galloped up and commanded him to halt,
Mr. Davis gave a defiant reply to this order as
be advanced toward the horseman, throwing
the shawl and ‘raglan’ from his shonlders as
he did so. Mr. Davis did not have & weapon
of defense of anv description, and this action
on his part looked a littie foolliardy to me a¥
first, but be had a motive for actiog as he
did, which he afterward explained. !

*‘As he approached the cuvairyman the lat- |
ter leveled a pistol at the Confederate Presi-
dent.  Mrs.-Davis, who had been anxiously |
watching her husband, seeing this demonatra- }
tion of the horseman, rushed up to Mr. Davis |
and threw ber arnis around him end pleaded |
for his life. By this act Mrs. Davia perhaps
accomplished two results—ehe may have
gaved her husband’s life; she certsinly pre-
vented his escape, Mr. Davis’ intention, 48
he afterward stated, when he advanced upon
the trooper who ordered himi to halt, was to
take the chance of escaping a death-wound
from the hands of the cayalrymen, and, after [
he had fired, to put his hand under the foot
of the trooper, tumble him off his horge on
the other side, mount the animal himself and
attempt an escape. Had Mrs. Dayvisremained
passive he might and he might not haye ac- |
complished his object.  Instanianeons action |
wag, however, necessary, and Mr. Davis |
quickly reaiized that the opportunity was |
lost the moment his wifd impeded his move-' |
ments, and, relinquishing the idea, he quietly |
turned back and passed on to the camp-fire, |
1 was up making coffee for breakfast when
the tiring over the braoch oeccurred, and
therefore heard the first shots, when I imme-
diately swolke Mr. Davis as related.

“After Mr. Davis gave up the idea of at-
tempting an escape, subsequent to the mier-
ference of his wile, I passed on to the tent
and lit the candles that were in the candle- |
sticks.” |

Here Mr. Jones showed the Herald repre-
sentative a pair of mussive candlesticks,
“They were given to me by Mr. Davis,”’ he
explained, ‘‘and 1 also haye a brace of fine
pistols presented to me by the same gentle-
man.”’ ; :

A FIGHT BETWEEN FEDERALS. '

“Then began the firing between the two ap- |
proaching parties. - It seems that our pursu- |
| ers had taken different roads. and approached |
the camp from opposite directions. Of course
they encountered each other, and then began
the flring from each side of us.. We ‘lud |
low.’ Both perties supposed they were firing
into an armed band of Confederates, and did |
not discover their mistake until 8 number of |
men and borses were killed avd ‘wounded. |

None of our party were burt; on the con-

! trary, Col. Wood and Lieut. Barnweli during
| tne melee walked off unobserved.
¢ All this oceurred between 3 and 4 o’clock |
A. M. After the firing ceased Col. Pritcheit, |
the Federal officer; came into camp and asked ||
me which of our party was President Davis.
1 pointed him out, and he was at once put
under arrest. 2
“Yhis was in WEkOX
| the southeast road, shout sixtecn orscventecn
miles, leading from the county-seat which we
had passed.
Ve were all made prisoners, and together
with the wagons, teams, efc., sent to Macon,
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county, Georgia, on T

i

Georgia, thence to Augusta, Georgio; via
Milledgeville, and transferred toa boat where

we met Vice ,Px'esid‘:nt. Stepheus, C, C. Clay, |
Gen. Wheeler, the cavalry officer, and his Ad- |
jutant,  Gep: Bawls, also prisoners, From !
there we were gent to Fortress Monroe yia
Savannab to Port Royal, where we were trans-
ferred Lo 2 transport ship, whick g¢nchored at
Hampton Roads. Mr. Davis and Mr. Clay
were sent to Fortress Monroe and imprisoned;
Mrs, Davis was sent back'to Bavapnali on the
same shipwhich brought us; I was releaged.”’
“hig is a full, fair and impartial etatement
of the facis, is i1t?’ askeu the Herald’s ropre- |
| sentative. i
<1t is a plain, unvarnished statement of the i
facts just as they occurred, There are 1o |
motives éxisting to actuate me to be partial/l
in this slatement ong way or the other,” Iapi |
8 Republican of the first water; 1 have great |-
respect for my former employer, MI. Dayis. I
1 would not make o false statement in’tais
fy or to condemu him.”*
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‘connection to glorl

Life.

The following stanza was written by
Mrs. Barbauld in extreme old age.
When 1t was repeated to Wordsworth,
he said: “I am not in the habit of
grudging people their things, but I
wish I had written those lines.”

Life! we’ve been so long together,

Through pleasant and through cloudy
weather,

'Tls hard to part when friends are dear,

Perhaps ’twill cost a sigh, a tear;

Then steal away, give no warning,

Choose thine own time;

Say not good-night, but in gome brighter
clime

Bid me good-morning.

£

{
e
i

|

= or




