





MANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS

ON

THE

INVENTORY OF THE | CHURCHE

OF MISSOURI

HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI




Historical Records Survey
4136 Bvans Avenue
St. Louis, Missouri.

June 12, 1939.

In order that you mey have & proper understanding of the
menner in which this office desires to receive informstion on the Church
Records Form 20HR, we are enclosing a complete set of instructions to be
followed explicitly in the future, when you are prepering these forms for
the State Office.

We realize that it is difficult for you, working single=-
hended, with no knowledge of the system used in editing your material at
St. Louls headquarters, to know just what course to follow. These instruc-
tions are sent you to enable you to grasp in simplest form, the setup of
the Church Records inventory.

The purpose of the inventory is to set forth e complete
history of all the churches in Missouri, conbaining information concerning
their origin, denomination, exact location, and early founders; with short
stories, anecedotes or items of human intorest.

You arc required to prepare, at the earliest possible mo=
ment, & list, on which shell be shown the name, address and denominetion
of every church in the county in which you work. This list should include
every active church, as well as every inactive or defunet church. It
should be mede in duplicatce; you should send one copy to this office, and
retain the other for your refercnce. This list oi churches is to be sent
in by you even though the survey of churches has bsen practically completed
in your county.

In order thot your list mey be compiled with sccuracy, we
suggest that you consult the following sources of informetion:

1, County recorder of decds. (Me mey have a
list of ministers and ordaincd clergymen
who are authorized to peorform marriage
ceremonies) .

2. The county assessor. (Church property is
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usually exempt from taxation,fﬁéﬁﬂﬁhﬁgzgf
official may have a list of suoh\ﬁ?oﬁér—
ties).

« All local nministerial associations and
alliances.

4, Chancellors and secretaries of Roman

Cetholic and Zpiscopal Dloceses.

5. The Synods, Presbvterery, District

Associations, (such as, Baptist) State

Federations or other governing bodies

of Protestant churches.

6. Church pastors, church secretaries,
elders, descons or superintendents of
Sunday Schools.

7. Local libraries,

8, Local chepters of the Duughters of the
American Revolution, and county histori-
cal socicties.

9., Minutes of District Church Associations.

10, Newspaper files.

11, Loeal histories.

12, City directories and telephone direc-
tories.

15, Locel church histories und yeur books.

14, Any other aveilable sources of informa-
tion you may locste.

<A

We arc certain thet your list will be as accurete
as it cen possibly be made, if you will meke en exheustive secrch of
eoch of the above mentioncd sources.

loke every cffort to obtein oll informetion roquired
for the 20HR (Church Records) form, in your first interviow. This
will save you time and moncy end spced up production. A completely
fillod-in sample form showing just how entrics should be made, is
encloscd .

Workcrs should completc both the church form (20HR)
and the Building Form (10HR) end historicel sketch, before sending
in cither. They should be fastoncd together securcly and sent in
together. To do otherwise is to have the forms come in scattercd and
not properly identified. Be carcful also to have your name, county
and the date at tho top on each scparate form, history or additioncl
shoots, os woll os the neme and location of the church. If o sheot
becomes torn off or separatod from its mote, end without tho worker's
nemo on it as identification, it is "lost" and you will of ncccssity
be requircd to write another.

A
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Do not attach several reports on different churches
together as one, as that is confusing to us, Make them up and
send them in separate sets, in the same envelope if you like, but
not all pinned together as ones

With reference to personasl contacts, it should be
remembered that the character of the Church Records Survey démands
a dignified attitude and approach on the part of the worker.

If there are any further questions, pertaining to any
part of the work, feel free to write us at any time. This department
will be glad to help solve your difficulties if you will make them
known to us.

Very truly your?ﬁo

\ Q,ngm/véL/’
]
A. 1OYD COLL{NS '

State Supervisor
Historical Records Survey

. C Acfoafor

By: A. C. Schaefer
Unit Supervisor
ACS:AB Church Records Department




INSTRUCTIONS TO FIELD WORKERS
(CHURCH RECORDS INVENTORY)

June 12, 1939,

The Church Recorés Forms must be closely examined and thoroughly
understood before any effort is made to begin the inventory. For your con-
venience and information we heve prepared the following instructions to °
hedp you to correctly fill in the forms you ere to use,

Workers should bear in mind the necessity of filling out all
headings on the Church Records Form in as complete detail as possible.,
Additional sheets of paper may be used when the space provided on the Form
is not sufficient to include all necessary information, Abbreviations
should not be used end all letters and numerals should be clear and dis=
tinect .

At the top of the Church Records Form is a line for the worker's
full neme and address. Bq.sure to enter your name and address, also date,
on this line; if you do not enter this information, we will be uneblie to

give you credit for your worl.,

The next line at the top of the form is for the neme of the State
in which you are working; namely, Missouri.

We now come to the body of the Church Records Form, and we cau-
tion the worker to be thorough end exact in filling out these entrics:

LINE NO. 1 - COUNTY,
Enter on this line the county in which the church is located,
such as Butler, Taney, Mercer or whichever it may be.

CITY QR TOWN.
Enter here the name of the City, Town or Villege in which, or
nearest which, the church is located.

LINE NO. 2 - NAME OF CHURCH.
Enter here the full name of the church. It should be given ac=
curately and exactly. If, for example it is "First Baptist
Church of Meadeville" enter it as such. Not just "Baptist
Church." Or if it is "First Church of Christ" it should be so
written, and not "First Church® or some other term. If the le=-
£al neme is different from the common neme, give both.

The word "colored" should not be used in a title or name of a
church unless it is actually a part of the name. Use the word
"colored" in parenthesis immediately following the name, to
designate colored churches.




STREET ADLRESS.

Enter here the exact street number if the church is in a city,
town or village. If it is in the country, give the rurel route
number ané from what town the rural route runs. Give also the
address of a country church as, "On Federal Highway # in
"State Highway #  ," or so meny miles in & certain di-
rection from the nearest town or prominent lendmark. When give
ing R.F.D. Routes or highway nurbers, enter also the legal name
or popular neme of the road.  Your description of s ohurch’s lo-
cation should he 56 accurate that even a strenger would locate
it without stopping to make inquiry on the way,

LINE NO. 3 = DENOMINATION.

Enter here the full neme of the denomination. The full name of
the denomination may not always egree with the name of the church
or church building. For exemple, a Baptist Church may be of the
Northern Baptist Comvention, or Southern Baptist Convention. Do
not enter simply "Beptist." The example given is also tre of
other denominations, For instance, Methodist=Episcopal, Method=
ist=Protestant, Methodist-Episcopal South, African Methodiste
Episcopal, etc,

DATE ORGANIZED.,

Enter here the date church wes first orgenized, This refers to
date when a group of people of & certain denomination first gethe-
ered together to form & permenent body for the purpose of holding
regular church services.

LINE NO. 4 - DATE OF LAPSES, IF NCW DEFUNCT.

LINE M0, 5

Enter here whether church is active or defunct. An active church
is one in which services are now held either regularly or part
time. A defunct church is one that has gone out of existence or
one which is now inactive, and the building may have long since
been destroysd or removed,

Ylhen a church is listed as "defunect" pive date &nd how it became
80 - by merger, vote of psrish, action of higher body, expiration
of charter or any other reason which caused it to become defunct,
Defunct churches are to be found in practicslly every locality
and it is the duty of the worker to locate them. The records of
these churches are sometimes of considerable importance., If the
church is defunct the forms must be filled out just as if the
church were active. In the case of mergmed churches, the worker
must submit formms for the new church and also submit forms for
the previous histories of each church in the merger.

-~ INFORMATION AS TO PREVIOUS BUILDIIGS.

Enter here any information as to building or meeting places used
by the church prior to the ercction or acquisition of present
building. If services were formerly held in private homes or
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groves, give date and location and kind of building -~ log, frame, bricx or

stone,

LINE NC.6. =~ DATE PRESEZNT BUILDING DEDICATED OR CO.ISECRATED.

REBUILT,

LINE NO.

LINE NO.

fnter here date dediceted or consecrsted,

DEDICATION generall’™ means the services used in opening the church
for worship. COHSECRATION refers to a solemn religious ceremony

in which the building is blessed. 1In some denominations no ser-
vices of consecration are held, the building being merely dedicated.
And there are some denominations which do not even dedicate. In
the latter case the date siven may be the date of the opening or

of the first service. If the church is dedicated but not conse-
crated, the word "Consecreted" should be crossed out.

If the building has been destroysd by fire, tornado or any other
cause, and has been rebuilt, pive date when rebuilt. If sn annex
or addition has been maede to building, pive dete when this was
done, and materials out of which addition was constructed = wood,
brick, etc,

7 - ARCHITECTURE, BELLS, INSCRIFTIONS, SPECIAL FEATURES OF BUILDING.
Enter hore the type of building - log, frame, brick or stone.

Give a brief description and dimensions of the building. State
whether the building is rectanguler, squere, T shaped, L shaped,
etc. The majority of churches, especially in the rural districts,
are generally of a simple hall or meeting house dcsigne. There
should be reference to distinct architectural style only when the
building was obviously designed to follow some definite architec-
tural period, such as Gothic, Romanesquo, Byscntine, Georgian,
Colonial, etec,

Inscriptions mey include Mcemorial Tablets as well as the customary
inseripbions on cornur stones, over doors or on Altars.

8 = FIRST SETTLLED CLERGYHAN.

Enter here the tull name, if possible, of the first settled cler-~

gyman. TFor instancet = Rov. John Calhoun Smith, rather than Rev.

J.C.8mith or Rev. John C. Smith. When full nsmes of clergymen are
not knovm, denominetional hand books or lists of linisters compe=

tont to perform the marriage ceremony, will often supply them,

By "the first settled clergyman" we mesn, the first clergyman to
be formally elected, called or appointed to serve the church con-
stantly as a resident Pastor. This does not refer to occasional
missionaries or circuit riders or part-time pastors. Include in-
formation ebout their work in church "history." See Line 17, Page
Se If first settled clergyman is unlmown, enter name of earliest
known clcrgymen and explain. Be sure to put the title "Reverend”
before the neme of every ordained clergyman, otherwisc it is




impossible to distinpuish between clergymen and others who some-
times act as preachers.,

TENURE.
Enter here the length of service of the first settled clergymen,
and the dates, EXAMPLE: - 10 years (1870-80),

EDUCATICHAL BACKGROWND,
Snter here the actual education of the first settled clergyman.
An effort should be made by the worker to secure as definite in-
formation as possible. Do not merely stete thet & men had a
common school or a college cducation, but give the name and ad-
dress of the school or college, with degrec of education ob-
tained, and the detes. Do not say "highly educated" or "limited
education” as these terms are of no value to the State Office.

LITE 0. 9 - UINUTE BOOKS.
Enter here the number of ifinute Baoks by volumo and by years.
State whethor bound or loose loaf., It is not suliiciont to state
records are kepb. DATES, VOLUIES, LOCATIOCH end WiME, ALLRESS,
and TITLE of CUSTOLIAN SMHOULL LE SHOWN. If rocords are in
other lauguage then Eaglish, be surc to so state,

If rccords cennot he found, lool: in such places as Conferences,
Stete Archives or llistorical Societies, If records are missing
for any period of time, stete vhat happoned to them, or if dig-
position is unknown, male some statement such as "Heither the
church officers nor those of the Confurence Associations, ctec.,
can locate the records for (1849-5¢ - or whetever yeers arec
missing. )"

LINE NO. 10 ~ REGISTER BOOKS OF BAFTISH, CO'FIRMLTION, MARRIAGE, MEMBERS,
DEATES .
Entor here the type of register - Baptism, Marriage, cte. Not
all churchecs have all the types of records mentioncd. For ex-
ample, onc does not cxpeet to find Confirmation Records in some
Protestant churches. It should bo remembercd that some churches
havs no rites of buaptism or confirmetion, and somc mey not keop
larriage Records if they comsider marriarc as a purcly civil
coremony. Thore are also cvengclistic churches that do not keep
lists of mombers. This subjcet of distinctions in rccords
should be carcfully studicd by the worker, as it is of utmost
importence. Do not fail to distinguish betwoon thc typos of
records kept by éifferent denominations.

In some protustent churchcs, the information, or o part of it,
called for in Line 10, is contained in the Minuto Books (Line 9).
In instances whorc this is true, it should be so stated in

Line 10.




EXAMPLE OF ENTRY FOR THIS LINE:
Register of Baptisms = & volumes (1848-90)
(1891~1910) (1911-1938).

Register of Marriages = 1 volume (1848-1958).
Ho records of deaths or confirmations kepf°

Liets of members kept in Minute Books. These
records are kept in personage adjoining church
and ere in the custody of the present Pestor,
Reve John Paul Brown.

LINE NO. 11 - RECORD BOOKS OF SUNDAY SCHOOL OR OTHER ORGANIZATIONS.
Enter here, by number of volumes and years, such records as of
Sunday School, Christian Bndeavor, The Ladies! Aid, The Mission=
ary Society, The Young People's Fellowships, Treining Unions
(Baptist) Sodalities and Confraternities. Make these entries
Just the same as you did the entries on Lines Nos, 9 and 10.
Remember it is not sufficient to state "records are kept," be
sure to show DATES, VOLUNES, LOCATIONS and NAMES, ADDRESSES and
TITLES of CUSTODIANS.

LINE NO. 12 - FINVANCIAL RECORDS, (if separate).
Enter here the financial records by volume and date, and brief
statement of what they contain. If financial records are kept in
Minute Books or with any other record, so statc. The worker
should make it clear to the church that we are not prying into
the financial affairs of the church. If a clergymen should state
that no financial records are kept, he night mesn thot none of
importancc are kept. However, in every case the worker should
meke inquiry as to whether or not therc are some records at
leust of peymont of pustor's salary.

LINE NO. 13 - UNPUBLISHED HISTORICAL SKiTCHES.
Enter herc the titles of such items css Anaivorsary sermons and
addresses still in manuscript or eny unpuvblished historical
sketch, Whon you ¢nter such items be sure to give the name of
the author, the title, when written, where leopt, end give a
brief outline of article.

LINE WO, 14 - PUBLISHED HISTORTES OR HISTORICAL SKLTCHES,
Enter here any published history or sketch of the church. This
will inelude roefercnces to chapters in loecal church histories, or
to articles in church year book and directorics. The worker
should look in Church Conferences, Statc Archives or Historical
Socicties for these skotches. Be sure to list the full nome of
the author, title, Pplace of publication, publishor, dete ond
number of volumcs and pupes. Also give a brief outline of con-
tents.
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LINE NO. 15 - OTHER RICORDS.
Inter here any other records or writings about the church.
Usually from county papers, individual church surveys, ctec.
Locnl weekly newspapers frequently publish interesting
articles concerning churches in their community and a
search of the files of such papers will often disclose
valuable date end historieal information.

LINE NO. 16 - CONDITIOM OF RECORLS.
Enter hers the condition of the church recordss - Excellent,
Good, Foor, or Very Poor. If the condition of the records
is poor, it is advisable to state whet the defects arc.

LINE NO. 17 - OTHER IJFORMATICH.
Enter here the name, acddreuss, tenure snd cducational background of
the present clergyman. ZEnter this informetion h.ro just as you
did for the lirst settled clergymsn on Line No. 8. See instruc-
tions for Line No, 8.

nter here also g brief history of th¢ church, its origin, names
of charter mombers or carly mombers, short storics and anccdotes
of humen interest. Use additionel sheets of paper for this,

Be surc to give tho SOURCE OF informotion which you uco in write
ing your briof history. If your information is sceured from
carly scttlors or old church members, bo sure Lo check it for
accuracy and facts. Give nome snd address of such pursons, and
date and place of intorviows. Also state whothor information
was obtained solely from momory of such persons or from data in
their possession, If your history is token from published or
unnublished histories or skotchos, be sure to give title, suthor,
publisher, dato cnd page number.

IMPORTANT - PAROCHIAL SCHOCLS and RELIGIOUS I/NSTITUTIONS of all kinds,

Parochiol schools should be listed by nume in the historieal
sketch of tho church to which it is attached, including such informotion
as datc of founding, numbor of pupils, and by whom taught. Exomple:

"St. Patrick's parochial school, found in 1902, has on abtondonce of 300
pupils cnd is conducted by the Ursuline Sistors." If scpercte records are
kept by the school or by = school society, liet samo in their proper pleee
on the Church Rocords Form, under Lincs 9, 11 ond 12.

Religious institutions sponscred by various fuiths and de=
nominations are to be found throughout the steto. They include
schools, colleges, seminaries, convents, mont.steries, hospitals, orphon
asylvms, homes for the aged, etc., ond will be listed in ocur inventory
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under their respective denominations. Workers coming
across any such religious institutions within the county,
are requested to write this office for further instructions
as to the inventory of such records. In =me cases the
State Office may secure the necessary information from
official directories of the various religious bodies in

the state. We suggest that when you compile the list of
churches in your county for this office, you include also

e list of all religious institutions within the county.

Very truly yours,

A. Lol QR Linsr
A. LOYD OOJLLINS

State Supérvisor
Historical Records Survey

By: A, C. Schaefer
Unit Supervisor
ACS:AB Church Records Department




ypA FORM 20 HR SAMPLE COFY October 2, 1941.

Charles L, Naper, 323 W. Mo Ste, Cartha Mo
(Worker's full name

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
SURVEY OF STATE AND LOCAL HISTORICAL RECORDS: 1940

MISSOURI Historical Records Survey
(Name of State)

(leave this space blank)
CHURCH RECORDS FORM

1, County Jasgper City or town Carthage

9, Name of ohurch Pirst Presbyterian Street address 111 W, Chestnut Street

3, Denomination Presbyterian, U.S.A. Date organized August 4, 1867

4 Date of lapse, if now defunct Still Active

. Information as to previous buildings First moet - August 4, 1867 - in Dunlap's
Hall: then in Thomas Bldg. Moved in Jan. 1870, to Regen's Hall. First church
puilding (frame) erected in 1870 and used until 1903, when church merged with
Wostminister Presby. using that church's quarters until 1916, when present modern
brick and stone edifice was erected.

6, Date present building dedicated or conseccrated 1916 Rebuilt Never

7. Architecture, bells, inscoriptions, special features of building Modified
Gothis Architecture; the bell which begen service in the church's original struc-
ture, built in 1870, now hangs in their present modern edifice and is claimed to
o flawless end of good tone; cornerstone, 18" x 24", set at southwest corner of
building facing south is inscribed, "First Presbyterian Church, AD =- 1916".
Other specisl features of this building cnumerated on the attached page to which
8 cut of the building is pasted.

8, First settled clergymsn Revs John W. Pinkerton Tenure Sept. 1867 to Aug. 15,
18724

Educational background No information available

9, Minute books See answer to question 7#10 following.
By years, volumes, file boxes, etcs)

10, Register books of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, members, deaths All
records of this church are combined in nine bound volumes titled "Sessions Of the
Church 1867-1882, 1882~1897, 1897-1905, 1891-1903, 1903-1914, 1905-1918, 1914=-

5 1018-1050, 1930 up to end continuing on beyond present date. These books
sontain s record of the church finances, membership, baptisms, deaths, minutes of
board meetings, & 1ist of all officers, elders, deacons, trustees and pastors,
past and present.

(See TevVoTrse side)




11le Record books of Sunday School or other organization Not separate except in

o ——

temporary memorondur form; such inforration is permanently in books listed in

————

item #10, over.

——

12, Financial records, if separate Not separate; this information contained

————

in those books listed in answer to question #10, reverse side.

13. Unpublished historical sketches: (give author, title, date when written, and

note if written in one of the record books) None discovered.

14, Published histories or historical sketches or directories, etc.: (give autho,

title, place and date of publication) A short historical sketch of the
orgonizetion and growth of this church through its early years is to be found in
"The History of Jasper County, Missouri" by Mills & Company, Des Moines, Towa,
1883, beginning on pagc 3:78. . A copy of that history is attached to and forms a
part of the report herewith submitted.

15, Other records, miscellaneous manuscript material, etc. An old "Subscription
Book" was discovered on a shelf in a second floor class room by the worker, This
book recorded plodges made by members for the period 1889-1902. It is in a good
state of prescrvation and the pastor, Rev, E. E. lince, soid he would rcetrieve
and place the book with the other official records of the church in his study.

SHEE Volumes 1867=1882 and 1882~1897 Fair (X)), others :
16, Indicate by check condition of rccords: Excellent ( ) Good ( X ) Poor ()

Very poor ( Do
17, Other information, particularly as to the origins, history, and previous nam
of the church, as well as neme, address, tenure, and educational backgrommd

present clergymon (as in #8). Use additional paper if necessary Full
covered on scparatc pages attached. Present Paster, Edwin Eugene Mace, address
110 E. 10th §ts, Carthoge, Mo., which is the church manse; educational backgrouny
Senior High School, Springfield, Mo., B.A. from Drury College, Springfield, Mo,
B.D. o three-year seminary course, from the Presbyterian Theological Seninary
(formerly NcCormick's) in Chicago, lll.; post-gradunte study in the University of
Arkansas, Official connection with this church began April 9, 1937; no specified
tenure of appointment. He will remmin until called by some other church or until
he chooses separaticn of his own accord.

—
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Worker: Charles L. Napper
323 W. Mound Street
Carthage, Missouri May 25, 1939

Subject; FIRST PRESDYTERIAN CHURCH
W, &, Cor. Lyon & Chestnut Sts.,
Carthage, Jasper County, Missouri

—

&n account of the organization and early history of the above
named church is comtained in "The History of Jesper County,
Missouri” by Mills end Company, Des Yoines, Iows, Page 278,
published in 1883,

The First Presbyterian Church of Carthage, Missouri, was organized
August 4, 1867 in what was known as Dunlep's Hall on the south side of the
ublic square by & commitiee of the Presbytery of the southwest Missouri

now Ozark), consisting of Reve Wm. Re Fulton and John McFarland, both of
Greenfield, Missouri.

The following members constituted the church: Alms Foster, Mrs.
S arah Foster, Benjamin Beard, lrs, M. O. Beard, Mrs. Sarsh Lamb, Alfred
C. Baldwin, lrs. Isabel Mitchell, W, ©. List, Mrse L. L. Dunlap, W, 2,
Davis, eleven in all,

Mr. Benjamin Beard, a certified elder from Frenkville, Iowa, was lo-
cated and installed as ruling elder. The young church held = ity first
servicos in various halls in the city for the first three years. After
leaving Dunlep’s Hall, in which the chureh was organized, the congregation
worshipped in a room on the northeast corer of tho public sguare, known
as the Thomas Building. In the meantime mcasures were talien to ercet o
permanent house of worship and two well located lots on Grent Strect, three
blocks south of the public square, were purchesod for that purpose. From
Jonuary until Nov. 1870, services were held in degin's Hall, from which
‘they were transferred to the new building, then completed, wnd costing in
the oggregute, for lots end building $6500.

The following werc the first bourd of trustees: I. N. Lemb, Ecward W,
Harper, ¥, P, Davis, Almon Foster und 7. e List. There hove served up to
the present writing under that board lMessrs., Peter Heyers, George VW, Lem=
loy, A. J. Brovm, J. L. Moors, Wm, licMiller, Louis Moore, C. Rivers, 0. H,
Pitcher, W, Allin, Joseph Wilson, Dr. V. H. Crothers, T. ¥, Bartlett and
John H. Taylor. The present board arc J. 4. Iitchell, J. L. Moore, J.
Burch, W, 4, Wheatley and John H. Wilson.

By invitation of the church the Reverend John Wo Pinkerton entered
on his firgt labors as stated supply for helf of his time on the last Sab-
bath of September, 1867. He was a men, concerning whom the uniform tosti-
mony is given, he was loved and respected by all who knew him. His minig=
try extended over a period of ncarly five years, up to the time of his
resignation, August 15, 1872, During his pastorate he had as his ag-
sistents in the session Messrs, Benjemin Beard, Dr. C, A, Shell, Richerd
C. Sukey, Richard Bulgin, Georgo W. Lomly end J. D, Young. There were
connected with the church in all during his ministry ninety-cight members,
eighty by letter and eighteen by exominations., From tho pastorate of this
church lir, Pinkerton went to Iols, Konsas, where he died February 12,
1875, aged 42,




Page -2 FIRST PRESBYPERIAN CHURCH - Carthage, lio.

Rev, Hiram Hill succeeded him, as stated supply, October 27, 1872,
He labored feithfully for nearly a year, but owing to continued ill
health was compelled to relinquish his work and seek the climate of
California, where he was able to resume the ministry., During his
ministry eleven were received by lelbter and one on exemination.

Reve T. 0. Rice, of Les HMoines, Iows, began his ministry with the
church on the last sabbath of October, 1873 and perfomed it with earnest-
ness end ability. His labors continued until Moy 11, 1875, when on ac=
count of diseesed eyes he felt compelled to resign. During his ministry
there were installed into theoffice of the eldership Messrs. 0. S,
Pitcher, William Melfillan, C, Rivers, and J, S, MoLees. There were re-
ceived into the membership of the church fourtcen by letter end four on
examinations, leaving after removals and deaths, a total membership of
sixty~six,

By invitation of the church the present poastor, Rev., W, S, Knight,
then pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Avguste, Illinois, visited the
church Moy 11, 1875, and after spending two sebbaths with them was ealled
to the pastorate on which he entered July 18th, following, From thet time
to the present writing the church has enjoyed a steady and substential
growth. A debt of $3000 remeining on the building hos been poid, ond sub-
sbantial improvements madec on the church, including the purchase of &
pipe orgon, lMessrs. John H, Taylor, Dr. R. L. Galbroath cnd Chrrles T.
McElroy were added to the ¢ldership and Arthur Wheeler and W, W, Calhoun
were installod as deacons. Up to the present timo, (1833) 202 hove beoen
reccived into the chureh sincc the beginning of his pastorate, 129 by
letter and 73 on cxaminations. Aftor removals by cortificate and by death,
the membership is 202,

The Sunday School of the church has always been on important fachor
of its growth ond influence, and at the present time enrolls a membe rship
of 250, under Charles ¥, HoElroy as superintendent end W, w. Calhoun, as-
sistant superintendent. Several seasons of revivel hove merked the hise
tory of the church, snd great hormony hes choracterized all its history,
ond its members have manifested o spirit of hearty co-operation with the
Christian churches of the city in all Christicn efforts end norcl reform,.
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Church Archives Inventory
Supplementary Instructions No, 1.

Defunet Churches

Apparent difficulties experienced by some of our workers
in obtaining information on defunct churches, prompts us to issue the
following supplementary instructions on the subject.

We quote from the paragraph on Defunct Churches under Line 4,
Page 2, of our revised instructions of cune 12, 1939.

"Defunct churches are to be Zound in practically
every locality and it is the duty of the worker
to locate them. The records of these churches
are sometimes of considerable importance. If the
church is defunct, the forms must be filled out
Just as if the church were active. (Insofar as
information is available,) In the case of merged
churches the worker must submit forms for the new
church and also for the previous history of esch
church in the merger."

Since many of the early churches became defunct so long ago
that even the oldest surviving inhabitants remember 1ittle about them,
the only reliable sources of information are old histories, newspaper
files of that period, and the County Records; especially the records of
the County Court and the Recorder of Deeds, where the titles and trans-
fers of church property should be located. Records of the County Assessor
may also list church property (exempt from taxes). If a church ever
owned property, it should be recorded in one of the above named records.
These records are generally Indexed or contain an abstract of the in-
formation contained in the records. A thorough search of these indexes
or of the abstracts of the records would, in our opinion, supply valu~-
able infosrmation about these old churches. As an exemple of such informa-
tion we gquote below an entry from the records of Jasper County:

"Abstract of Original Entries, 1841-1873. 3 vols.
Exact copies of all original land entries as recorded
in Jasper County, showing legal description and loca-
tion of land. Rate per acre, purchase price, name of
purchaser, date of sale, receipts and purchase—gg?%g?—
icate numbers, by whom end the date patented, and
volume and page where recorded."




The above mentioned sources may also prove valuable in
obtaining data in regard to the early history of very old churches,
still in existence.

We wish to refer also to the paragraph entitled:
"Religious Institutions" (Page 6, Instructions of Jume 12, 1939),
The above mentioned county records may also supply valuable
data in regard to the early history of Religious Institutions sponsored
by various faiths and denominations throughout the State. As mentioned
in our instructions, the worker coming across any religious institutions
within his county, is requested to write this office for further instruc-
tions before meking any inventory of such rccords. However, we do want
a list of all religious institutions that may be found within the county,
included as a supplement, with the complete list of churches in each
county, asked for in our Letter of Instructions (Page 1, Paragraph 4).,

We urge all workers to thoroughly study and use the 14
sources of information outlined under this paragraph. We feel certain
that valuable information can be secured from these old records, if
our workers will take the time and trouble to look into them.

Very truly yours,

A. Loyd Collins,
State Supervisor

A.C. Schaefer, Editor,
Church Records Department.
ACS.1k
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April 25, 1940,

Deeds Record Entrics

The deeds record entry should be shown under line 15 of the
church form (other records, etc.) or on a separate sheet if necessury.
The essential information to be entered is shown on the attached filled
in sample forn.

This information can ofton be gotten from the pastor at the
time of the interview. If he does not have this data or rcefuses to give
it, you can obtain same from the Recorder of Deeds, as you probably lenow,
in the book generally known as "Abstract of and Index to Decds,” This
record shows the names of the parties to the deed, the date end nature of
deed, the consideration paid, description snd location of property, date
of filing for record, and the page number, volume number or lotter, and
the title of the volume in which the doed is recordeds It fgjﬁngnged
alpHEBEEToally in front by name of the grontor or nortgagor, and in the
back by the name of the grantes or mortgagees The cbstract will show the
type of deed, (warranty, quitclaim, etec.) by which property was conveyed
and will give the volume and page number of the warranty deed record or
the quitclaim record in which a complete description of the deed will be

given.

Since church properties were at timcs granted under peculiar
conditions, it would be well from the standpoint of historical interest,
to look up the description of each decd whenever possible and to note
any unusual features of the samc. Such information can beo worked into
the historical sketch when describing the organization of the church, and
can be referrod to paragraph 15, (Exanple : see Church Form paragraph 15
for deeds record) and vice versa can bc referred from paragraph 15 to the
sketch for details, (Example: sce historical sketch for details)., If the
deed was written in a foreign language the fact should be montioned and
the language specified if possibles If it is definitely known that the
deed was never recorded, report the deed as unrecorded and show where same
is kept on file or for safe keepinge

Quantities of the attached "Deed Record Data" form will be
supplied to field workers on requests

Very truly yours,
A. LOYD COLLINS
State Supervisor

A. C, Schaefer, Editor,
ACS :14J Church Records Department.




(OUNTY

DATE

HORKER

Neme of Church =

DEKD KECORD DATA
Title of Record -
Volume No. -
Page No, =
Kind of Deed -
Date of Deed -
Date filed -
Name of Grantor(s) -
Name of Grantee(s) =

Legal Description of Property =

Name of Church -

Title of Record =

Volume Noe¢ =

Page No. =

Kind of Deed =

Date of Deed =

Date filed =

Name of Grantor(s) -
Name of Grantee(s) -

Legal Decseription of Property -
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Church Archives Inventory
Supplementary Instructions No. 3

Incorporation Record Entries.

In the case of incorporated churches, religious in-
stitutions end orgenizations it will be necessary to secure the
incorporation data of each.

The date should include the name or title of the corpo-
ration, its location, the names of the incorporators, the date on
which the charter or certificate of incorporation was issued, and
the page number, volume number and title of volume in which the
record may be found.

This information is generally found in the office of the
Recorder of Deeds in the miscellaneous Record, or in a special
record of incorporations. The recorder's office, if properly
approached, will be able to give all necessary information in
regard to these records,

In the case of early incorporations it may be necessary
to consult the records of the circuit clerk or even of the county
clerk. Since deed record date may take up most of line 15 on the
church form, incorporation data, when necessary, cean be shown on a
separate sheet and attached to the church form. A suggested form
is attached, and will be supplied in quantities to field workers
upon request.

Very truly yours,

A. Loyd Collins,
State Supervisor

A. C. Schaefer, Editor,
Church Records Department.




COUNTY

DATE

WORKER

Neme of Church =~

INCORPORATION DATA

Title of Record =

Volume Number -

Page Number -

Name or Title of Corporation -
Location -

Date of Charter or Certificate -

Names of Incorporators -

Name of Church =~

Title of Record -

Volume Number -

Page Number -

Nemo or Title of Corporation =
Location -

Date of Charter or Certificate -

Names of Incorporators =

Name of Church =

Title of Record =

Volume Number -

Page Number -

Name or Title of Corporation -
Looation -

Date of Charter or Certifiocate -

Nenes of Incorporators -
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Supplementary Instructions No. 4
Church Archives Inventory

Use of the Buildiﬁgs Form in the Church Inventory,

The purpose of the Church Inventory is to list the type and
quantity of records kept by churches and to show what provisions have
been made for the Proper recording and protection of these records,

In the Church Inventory the Buildings Form does not occupy
the same importance that it does in County Archives. The purpose of
the Buildings Form, when used in church work, is to describe the build~-
ings and the rooms or vaults (inoluding containers, equipment ete.) in
buildings in which church records are kept,

dispensed with in most cases. This description as specified in the
church instructions should show type of architeéture, dimensions of
building, type of material of which constructed, seating capacity etec,

As requested under Paragraphs 9, 10, 11 and 12 of the church
instructions the name and address of the custodian, and the location
of the records should be shown, under the entry for each type of record
on the church form, as well as a short but complete description of each
record.

Most rural churches have very few and very simple records,
end these in many cases are kept in e single volume in a desk drawer
or in some other convenient place, hence the question of container,
vault etec. is not generally involved.,

When e large number or variety of records are kept, as in
the case of large churches and religious institutions or organizations,
the Buildings Form should be used to describe the records kept and the
means provided for their proper housing and protection.

The Buildings Form when used should be used only in connec-
tion with buildings in which church or institutional records are kept.,
If no records are kept in the church building proper no Buildings form
should be made out for it. In the past some workers have been using
the Buildings Form (page 1) simply to give a short description and the
dimensions of each church building. This is incorrect. However as no




Page 2.

Use of the Buildings Form in the Church Inventory

specifiic instructions had been issued relative to the use of the Build-
ings Form in church work, we did not object to its general use in the
paste In many cases we found that it contained important data which
had been omitted on the (20 H.R.) Church Form,

When use of the Buildings Form is necessary, both pages 1 and
2, should be filled out. Page 1 is used to describe the building in
whioh the records are kepts This may be the church proper, the rectory
or the homes of clerks or custodians. Page 2 is used to describe the
particular room or vault in the building in which the records are kept,
including o description of the container, such as files, cabinets, safes,
closets, shelves ete,

An additional page 2 should be used for each additional room
or vault in any building in which records are kept. If records are
kept in more than one building a separate set of forms should be mde

out for each building,
éz (Z%/éll&vi«/ﬂa’
C&l OYD:);OLLI'NS
S

State ervisor.

AL ool

A.C.SCHAEFER, Suférvisor
Church Archives Inventory.
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Services are held at infrequent intervals. The location of the first
church in Henry County is marked by a small monument erected in 1920
by the Udolphia Millecr Dorman Chapter, Daughters of the American
Revolution.

See: National Historiesl Co., History of Henry and St. ClLet
Counties, p. 424. Emma K. Dorman, "Sardis Church"—biinton_ﬁgif§ SR
Democrat, 1921. 4. Loyd Collins, "Historical Scrapbook of the Teobo
Baptist Associntion” 1937 (unpublished ). Maple and Rider, Missouri
Baptist Biography, Vol. 4, pp. 28 - 32. 4. Loyd Collins, "& Century
01d", Clinton Daily Democrat, May 30, 1938.

Minutes« None aveilable, except the first volume, 1839 =
1850 (about) which is in possession of the Missouri State Historical
Society ot Columbia, Mo. Deeds records: Henry County, Recorder's
office, Clinton, Deeds Record, Vol. G., Pe 434,

2. TEBO BAPTIST CHURCH, 1840--. Leesville, (Clinton R. R, #3)
Leesville Township, Henry County.

Organized in 1840, through the efforts of Elder Daniel
Briggs, Tebo Church is the oldest congregation within the present
limits of Henry County. Charter members were: Daniel Briggs and
wife, Caroline Butler, William Butler, John Anderson, Mary Putnem,
Robert Briggs and Zachariah Fewell. The first building, o rude
log cabin, was erected near Leesville, on Tebo Creek, from which
the church derives its mame. This building also served as a school
house, and the first school in Leesville Township was taught here
by Robert Brigegs in 1851. A second building, of frame construction,
was erected in 1855 on a site conveyed by Thomes Briggs on October 21,
1854. Tebo Church was of the Primitive Baptist faith, until 1863,
when the congregation called Eldor William Ae Gray, a missionary
Paptist, as pastor, and Jjoined the Tebo Baptist Associantion as a
missionary church. 1In 1876 a division arose in the church over the
matter of secret orders. The pastor, Rev. Thomas Briggs was a
member of the Masonic Lodge. His brother, James L. Briggs, was
opposed to Masonry. The "anti-masons" withdrew from the church,
formed their own congregation, with Rev. James Briggs as pastor, and
Puilt their own building about fifty yards from the other church. This
church joined the Osage Baptist Association. In 1887, after the death
of Reve James Briggs, the two groups united, ond consolidated the two
buildings into the present church, a plein Americen rural type; "o
shaped one and one half story frame structure. First settled clergyman,
Rev. Daniel Briggs, 1840-63, Common school education. Succeeding
pastors were: Reve William A. Gray, 1864-67; Rev. James L. Briggs
1868-71; Rev. Thomas Briggs, 1872-94; Rev. Edward Russell, 1895-97;
Reve William Briggs, 1898; Rev. R. Jenkins, 1899-1906; Reve. J. K.
Tinsley, 1907; Reve T. Fo Simmons, 1908-12; Rev. L. T. Barger, 1913-15;
Reve Te He Phillips, 1916-18; Reve J. A. Leonard, 1919-20; Rev. E, F,
Hood, 1921: Wm. H. Briggs, 1922; Rev, A. M. Wynkoop, 1923-25: Rev.
L. A. Brown, 1926-28; Rev. J. E. Turnage, 1930: Revs Emmet Forrier,
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1981-32; Rev. R. I. Clemings, 193%: Fev. J. I. Tate, 1934-37; Rev.
Lee Penny, 1938; Rev. Nelson Engelbrecht, the last pestor, 1939,
graduate of William Jewell College, Liberty, Mo.

From its origin in 1840 to the present time, Tebo Church
has had among its membership a Brigzs preacher. Daniel Briggs was
succeeded by his sons James L. (see ertry 2) and Thomas (see emsries
29 64 T, 9, 10,12, 13,14, 15). Wiiliam Briggs, (ses entries 3. 17,
27, 28, 30) son of James L., was pastor of Tebo in 1898. In 197172 two
of Williem's sons, William Henry (sce entry 24) and Jamss D. (see
entries 3, 10, 21 and 30) were ordaincd by this church. Other ministers
ordained by the church were : Rev. lafe Renfro, Rev. Charles Thomas
and Rev. Hugh Sperry. In the "burying ground" adjacent to the church
are meny old monuments of Henry County pioneers, whose names sre house-
hold words in the annals of the éerly days of the county, such as:
Briggs, Johnson, Wears, Chastain, Austin, Denny, Reaves and others.
A number of Civil War veterans are buried in this cometery.

See: National Historical Co. History of Henry and St. Clair

Counties, pp. 472-475. Jemes D. Briggs, Hisvory cf tae Tebo Daptist

Association, p. 23. Tebo Baptist Association, Mitutes, 1865~

Minutes, (including baptisms, members, deaths) 1690--,
2 vols., 1890-92; 1906-=, (Records prior to 1890 and 1893-1905
missing). Kept by Miss Elizabeth Belson, R. R. #2, Clinton, Mo.
Sunday School records, 1911=--, 9 volss, and Baptist Young People!s
Union records, 1922, 1 vol, (discontinued 1923 . Both kept by Mr.
R. I. Sheek, R. R, #2 Clinton, Mo. Financial records, 1907~-. 1 vol.
(Prior records lost). Kept by Mr, R. E. Huston, R, R. #2, Clinton, Mo,
Deeds records: Henry County, Recorder's Office, Deeds Record, vol. F,.,
Pe 364,

8. MI'. OLIVET BAFTIST CHURCH, 1844--, 14 Mi, E. of Clinton,
R. R. #1, Springfield Township, lenry County.

Organized in 1844 under the leadership of Reve. Williem A.
Gray, assisted by Elder We. P. C. Caldwell of Johansun County. Charter
members of the church were: Rev. W. Ae. Grey ond wife, Joseph Grey,
Mr. and Mrs. George Rank, and Mr. & Mrs. Henry Bantoand. Rev. Gray
interested the people of the canmmunity in a church building, and a
log church was erescted in 1844 shout & mile and a half from the
present site on Barker Creck. ILumber for the interior was cut out
with a whip saw. This log building also served as a school for a
number of years. A larger building of frame construction was erected
in 1852 near the present site. The present building was crected in
1874 at & cost of $2000. Rectangular frame structure, of the American
rural type, without bell or belfry and heated by a large stove., First
settled clergyman was Rove. William A. Gray, 1844-87, He was horn in
Christian County, Kentucky, October 16, 1815 and came to Henry County
in the fall of 1836. After receiving his education he taught school for
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