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TWO SYSTEMS

In George Eliot's Middlemarch we find
two types of educated men, Mr. Brooke
and Mr. Casaubon,

Mr.
and volatile amateur who never wants
to pursue anything serlously. He has
gone into a great variety of subjects
rapidly, darting from one thing to an-
As a scholar,

Brooke represents the leisurely

other, and mastering none.
a man of business or statecraft, he car-
ries no weight, he is regarded merely as
an amiable dilatante without fixed plang
Oor purposes.

Mr. Casaubon is a hard-working stu-
dent. He takes learning seriously and
has accumulated a vast store of un-
available information, obtained by pa-
tient delvings into antiquity. He is as
much a failure as Mr. Brooke, He can
neither arrange nor make use of his vast
collection'é ‘of knowledge. The\ay form a
gort of chaos in his brain. The world
appreciates his honest efforts and pities
hig failures, while it has no sympathy
with the frivolous and superfical Mr.
Brooke.

While the intellectual Dry+as-dust,
“with stores of learned lumber in his
head” and the iresponsible amateur are
alike failures, a union of the vivid men-
tal curiosity of Mr. Brooke and the
patient research of Mr. Casabon might
lead to the highest attainments and the
most~ fruitful scholarship.

In these two characters we gee exem-
plified the results of our modern sys-
tems of education—the popular and the
classical. The one conducts education on
lines too narrow and severe and too

OF EDUCATION,

clpse adherence to ancient formulas; the
other in attempting to cover the whole
range of human knowledge skims lightly
over even the most serious subjects.

The primary object of education is to
enable the student to act worthily his
part in life and to ‘'solace his leisure
hours with mental treasures laid up in
the storehouse of his memory. The sound
mind in tha sound body has always been
esteemed the climax of human excel-
lence. To ensure this should be the
primal aim of ‘all teaching.

The best educators tell us that the
points in which modern school systems
most fail are a lack of practical effect-
iveness, a too broad or a too restricted
range of subjects, and the teaching of
subjects not in close touch with real-
ities. . They all agree that individual
tastes and aptitudes should be consulted.
The student who prefers science, litera-
ture or the handicrafts should make the
one he likes best his specialty.

Modern education should be in touch
with modern life. An eminent educator
says: “I cannot concelve a better les-
gon for a c¢lass than to put into their
hands a copy of a daily paper, and for a
master to spend a few hours in going
through it and commenting on the mat-
ters discussed.  In this way he could
give his pupils an inkling of the great
drama these pages present.”
 There must be drudgery in education,
pbut it should be confined to subjecfia of
real importance. The paths of learning
as far as practicable should be strewn
with flowers.




CONCENTRATE.

A metropolitan newspaper recently,
exploiting its p-otﬁencf ag an advertising
medium, bhoasted that one little adver-
tisement brought sixty-two replies.

The advertisement was for a young
man of about 23, who must be educated,
a typewriter, capable! in the use of good
English, with liking for zoology and ani-
mal husbandry, sociable, a good listener
and reporter, possessing good memory,
orderly, persistent, self-contained, ob-
servant, a student of men and affairs,
physically a.ctive,' zood at golf and able
to handle a motor car, of good mental
balance, and temperate in all things.
Such g young man was wanted to fill a
certain position a.t p. moderate salary.

It is perhaps not aurp-rlsing t.ha.t ina
large American  city sixty-two young
men so accomplished and capable could

be found. But it is rather surprising
that among the readers of a single issue
'of one paper so many could be found in
want of a job. - One would imagine that
a youth so well qualified to do so many
things would find no difficultfr in find-
ing remunerative employment,

The chances are that the most of those

who answered this advertisement were
men who had been bred to no regular
profession, trade or employment, but
were a sort of dilettante or jack-of-all-
trades; perhaps men who had been
brought up in easy circumstances and

had pieked up:a amattermglof many

things then suddenly found thems.elves

~ dustry, Every profession

compelled to look seriously for work,

This is ‘an age of specialization, and
the man who is most apt to find work
at ood wages is the man who can do
one thing well. The man who “‘scat-
ters” and is handy after a fashion at
several things is less gought after, con-
ditions of modern competition reguire
the hest output in any lne of work,
whether of the brain or hand.

The first-class workman, whether in
oratory, writing, law, medicine, en-
gineering, merchandizing, mechanics, or
any sort of manual labor, will not bhe
long out of a job, if his skill is com-

‘bined with honesty, faithfulness and in- |
and every |

trade is constantly Tooking for men who
can do a satigfactory job and who can
be trusted.

There is no absolute panacea for lack
of employment, At times it will happen
that very good men will be out of work.
But the man who is absolutely useful
in one line of work that the world wants
done will not have to hunt very long
for a fairly remunerative job,

The word of the spirit of the present

‘age to the aspiring youth is ‘‘concen-

trate.” Comparatively few are capable

«of doing more than one line of work in

a really first-class manner. To attempt
more than one is to run the risk of he-
coming slouchy in all and the slouch is |I
not sought after by employers save as 48
a lagt resort 3 Gl o




[ e







