BEFICIERCY APP

REMARKS

MESSRS. BECK, McNEELY, AND MARSHALL,

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 11, 1870.
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The deficiency appropriation bill being beforethe ||
House— |

Mr. DAWES, after briefly explaining the |
bhill, said: I now yield to my colleague on the
Committee on Appropriations, the gentleman
from Kentucky, [Mr. Becxk,] who desires to
address the committee for a few moments.

Mr. BECK. Mr. Chairman, I do notdesire
to malce a speech, but before the committee
proceed to consider this bill under the five-
minutes rule, I wish to say that while I think
that Congressdid appropriate enough to cover
all that ought to have been expended, this |
deficiency bill appropriates very nearly a mil- |
lion dollars less as now presented than the
amount asked for deficiencies by the Depart-
ments. They ask for $3,367,912. This bill, |
which will no doubt be largely increased be-
fore it gets through both Houses, appropriates
$2,407,711 80. I make no question that each
item in that deficiency was reduced to the very
lowest amouut, the gentleman from QOhio, [Mer.
LAwreNCE,] who originally had charge of it,
being very particular to cut it down as low as
he could.

But I desire furthertosay, that if this House
is under the impression that the expenditures
of the current year have been diminished be-
low what they were during the previous, year,
in my opinion it is a very mistaken impression.
I have taken occasion to say here betore, that
the expenditures of this Government were
$360,000,000 a year, and that statement has
been subjected to some criticism in the press
of the country. I find that the chairman of
the Committee on Appropriations, and the
Speaker of this House—the one in a speech
in New Hampshire. the other in aletter—have
lately announced as a faci that Pregident
Johnson had expended $368,000,000 during
the last year of his administration; the one
gentleman stating that there was a debb.of
$6,000,000 contracted besides, and the other
stating that there was a surplus of expenditures
of $8,000,000 beyond the amount stated by
him. And they both agree in the statement
that during the first year of General Grant's
administration the expenditures of the coun-
try had been reduced to $314,000,000, or
$60,000,000 less than the expenses of last ||
year. Whether the Speaker of the House
first obtained these facts and the chairman of
the committee borrowed them from him, or
whether the chairman of the committee got
the faects and the Speaker of the House took
them from his statements, T do not know pos-
itively, nor is it material. They have each

| ident Johnson’s

made those statements. And the chairman of
the committee stated in his speech that before
he went to New Hampshire and made those
statements he had thought it necessary to go
to the President of the United States and have
them verified by him. I quote from the gen-
tleman’s speech, as follows:

I was charged yesterday afternoon by the Presi-
dent himself with this message to the people of New
Hampshire. When I told him that I was coming
here he told me to assure the people of New Hamp-
shire that this exhibit that I have made here of the
successful ollection and economical expenditure of
the money during the present year is an earnest and
a pledge of whatitshall be each year to come. ‘Tell
the people of New Hampshire,” he said, ‘that during
my administration there shall be no aseending scale
of public expenditures, but wherever and whenever
the closest serutiny shall diselose the possibility of
cutting off a dollar it shall be done.”*’

When the chairman of the Committes on
Appropriations and the Speaker of the House
each makes a statement to that effect, and
the Speaker of the House announces that
there has been expended *f $60,000,000 less
than was expended in the same time by Pres-
administration,’’ and that
‘“ these figures are taken from official records
and their accuracy cannot be questioned,’’
T say that they are both mistaken, and both
mistaken, in my judgment, to the amount of
not less than sixty or seventy-five million
dollars, and that the expenditures of the
Government for this current year are nearer
$400,000,000 than any othev figures that the
gentleman can estimate—certainly nearer than
they are to $314,000,000. Why do I say so ?
Because when the Secretary of the Treasury
failed to give us an account of the unexpended
balances that he had on hand at the close of
ihe last fiscal year, as by law he was required
to do when the book of estimates was sent in,
a resolution was passed through this House
requiring him to doso. A statement of the
unexpended balances then camein, giving them
only on-the 80th day of September, 1869, which
threw no light upon the subject whatever, and
thereupon, with the consent of the Committee
on Appropriations, [ offered the following reso-
lution, which was adopted :

**Whereasby thesecond section of the act approved
May1,1820,it ismade the duty of theSecretary of the

| "Preasury to annex to the annual estimate of appro-

priations required for the public service a state-
ment of the sums remaining in the Treasury, orin
the hands of the Treasurer as agent of the War or
Navy Department, from the appropriationsof former
(ch estimating the sums which will be required to
the expensesincurred in aprevious year, and

wing the whole amount which will be subject to
the disposition of the exeeutive Government for the
vear to which the estimates apply; and whereas the
fiscal year as provided by law ends on the 30th day
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in charge of radical Republicans before this [| House not to vote for tho deficiency appro-

year as they are now. But while it is tru
that our revenue js increasing, we have beel
and still are running into

canse I

atten-

and are, in my opinion. exceed: || tion to the fact, based upon the statement

e of former years. While I com: || of
justly, of the outrageous || a

f the Secretary, that the large proportion
re the unexpended balances on

y of the people and || 1, 1869, spent during the curcent

reasury Do-
pertment, T want it to be understood that 1
mean no reflection on the honesty or intear
of the Secretary of the Treasury.

I have seen a statement in the hands of the || House in

chairman of the Committee on the Post Office | c
and Post Roads g

supervisingarchitect of the Treasury wes charg. || a
ing the Treasury Department for desks and
book cases. _For one book-case, if I recollect
the figures, for one of the auditors, he charged
$4,000. Other desks were from $500 to $1.000. || w
1 do not know who is responsible, whetrer Mr.
MeCartee, who is receiving

the appropriations already made swell

r expenditures for this year to an a
will be shown to be forty, f

aps, sixty million dollars more than

by the distingaished Speaker of the

letter, or in

hairman of the Committee on A ppropriati

g an account of what the | to huve been expended, which fact

ind the conntry had a right to kuow.
ND. ] desire o correct one

k that fell from the gentleman from Ken-

v, [Mr. Beox.] He made ther hat

ve did not know where the money comes from

orwhere it goes to. I wish to say thatthe tax-
$5,000 a year, || payers of the country knows whers it. comes

or Mr. Mullet, the supervising architect, of || from.

who. Bat the fact is that mirrors were pur-

5L year costing about tronty-seven | the tax-payers is the sourco fro

Mr. BECK. We all know that the labor of
which all

d dollars, which had tobe thrown away || wealth comes,

ot stowed away, many of them, in the attics of
the Department because they were so gaudy
that the Secretary would not allow them to be

d i

Mr. DAWES. Tyield to the gentleman from
r. McNEELY. Mr.

used in the Department. Some wero sent to the || gentléman from’ Mass
i derst b ttempi

1

to recon

and others lost. At all events, $27,000 of the (| with the position h took

not worth a dollar for the parpose for || c

to pay for them, and [ and to vi

annot be done, I attempted to get

which they were ed. read passages from the speech Le doliversd in

And soitis at overy tura. _The gentleman || this. House to which the gentleman roferred,
#ho yesterday had charge of the military bill || because ho has said that b has net seen theos
[Mir. Looax] showed hiow we were paying the | remarks since they were delivered s poby

oficers of the Army, and what s . When
you tara to the Navy Department you will fiud
the case still worse, and we are th

1o appropriate $1,232,000 more than

by law for the pay of naval officers, to k

the thirty per cent. which has for several years

Mr. DAWES.” You may have th

been wrongfully taken from the Treasury and || of your epeech.
e

added to their pay. When you com
expenditure with that of the British N:

look jato theestimates, you will i
are_cxpending more for constru

pairs, yes, absolutely more, for onr

than Eogland is expen

ber magnificent ships of

men of our Navy cost on an average $2,350
each, while the officers and men of the Buglish
Navy are costing less than $800

my rematks are not intended to induce the

Mr. McNEELY. T the specch

“Buthis own estimata of the cost of exrving |
n tho Government, Which the Beople 1 (1 SinG
ced"to b proligate and unves
050007
Thea the gentleman continucs,
*Now, sir, what does our own Admi;

mate that it will carry on tho Governmont
nextyear? The sum eimated for 115

erease over fhe last esti

|
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‘The total appropriations in the regular bill
for the current year are as follows:

26 14 of money on hand

 and it makes $875, 7

Tt may be said that the balan
be carried forward to

to have stated it under the resolution T o
s Tset forth

it. But the fact is this
f the Secretary ouly gives the suma
that were in_ the Treasary
ney that

 the hands of officers of the Gov-
croment, or deposited to their credit elsewhere
than

the orders of the
ments on the Ist day of Jul

“The Secretary cerifies to us that only sbout
eight millions of it will remain at the close of
the year.
i o eStimato (00 Closerys 1 o]
answer that he iged to tell the trath, and
1 believe will tell the trath. I have sl 0wn,
what he says, which is, that all of it will be
necessary (o complote the service of the pres.
ent fiscal year, exeept the sums he has given

zentlemen say that the cerctasyy

Mr. SARGENT. That was for the previous

year, and much of

g

meat of Ne . Wi
appropriation of $46,910 for

ments, &e., Theadditional appropri

Depurtment was only o tra
and the $200,000 which was given for
Moines rapids may be said to be in a

d

rge items of approprii
whiich must be met.

ary disiri i
d.But besides all th
h I cay come to the e
1 have stated, and show thiat
the Hous

of ury t
e 110 doubt he does.

neut,
BENJAMIN. Will the gentleman allow
ion at this poi
Mr. B Certainly.
Mr. BENJAMIN. [ desire to kno

think the House aud the country shou
ve spent 5o,
g the last year, how e conies
y money lofutobring ahout
e deli?

us. And that of

Tion three hundred and sixty-seven thonsand

and odd dollars to be added to all that we
retofore for. th servies of the
We appropriated for

X n by the statem
close of the bill reported by the gen-
tleman from California, [Mr. Saxaeyt,] the
Indian appropriation bill.

the year to_purch

Mr. BENJAMIN. Do I'uaderstand the
leman from Kentucky [r. Beok] to say
there were $94,000,000 of unexpended
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balances at the commencement of the preseat
cal year?

e BECK. There were unexpended bal:
ances to the amount of $102,390,159 67, and
the Secretary certifies that only about cight
million dollars of it can be carried forward.

appropriations of (his year, as the gentleman
il go by referring to the Txeouve Doou:
ment No. 155 of this session, which is certified
10 by the Secretary of the Treasury. He will
there find every fact as I have stated.

Mr. VOORHEES. T ask the gentleman to
allow me to make a tatoment for the purpose
of enabling any gentleman on {kis loor to con
tradict it successfully if he can do so. It is
this: that the interesi-bearing debt is, accord-
ing to the last monthly statement of the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, larger to-doy thau it was
on the Tt of March, 1865.

Ar. BENJAMIN. Does the gentleman i
clade in that the amount of bonds held by
the Treasury Depariment itself for the siok
fand?

1 M. VOORHEES. I mean precisly what
say

Mr. BENJAMIN, The gentleman means
then to include the debt we have paid, as well
as that which we

No, sir; I do not mean

aud 575,000,000 more, as the Secre-
tary of the Treasary says, will be bought by the |
1stday of next July, makiog $150,000,000, |
which ought to reduce the interest $9,000,000

in gold; yetweare toappropriate for the inter-
estof these bouds. The people bave o pay
terest, on_those bonds lyiug there
ecretary of the Treasury
he
i present taxation we ar
badly off as if thoso bonds were not held
the Government. 0 present relic:
llnot till e cease
erest upon theai.
these honds I stish
1 the
ed attention, there is
anotber fuud kuown as the one per ccat. bond

10 say ; but thereis in the hands of the Treas:
ury Departmentoverand above theunexpended
bal Tunderstand it above

ddy XdXAIdIadd

offiials of amounts beyond what by law they

are entitled to.
T cannot get st the exact state of fucts i
¥ attention

of January, the gentleman from Ohio
[Mr. Morcax] submitted o resolution, which
was adopted, calling upon the Sceretary of the
Treasury for certain information, as follows:

Tadiolia b Wa
alivto it o s Hbncoa opye
e O
Thado (bt Eha SBbSE f Slorks Lot s
il inamaliefelrksof bircansof ot Depoioer
o v recsivad thoro i 1600 o b b s
Tho year 1805, and thoge s moN recsroiar mnce
3 Bt ainount, and ther Gaers TS
cortiied"copyof the Pay-rols of 1l the sk g
stremplore and vonlind o o Byt
Cposal i Washingtot on whih: bayiebats moe
Eale o oo o b3 e 0 T o
Prcstiey Dopartmeat 1 mashane i
o Aot by thak D artacemt o
T Fent 155 3ad {50 GoEimAl Sortof

5th day of February the Secretary
y anwered that resolution, Tn
his answer he sets forth that, as nearly as I can
count the names, two hundred and fifty clerks
other than chief clerks and heads of bureaus
have since 1866 been receiving more than the
31,800 salary provided by law, and that over
v receiving it. her
can tell the exact number of employés,
women, in that Department. I have
no doubt thereare oer four thousand. By this
yousee makesalmosta volume, Ifind
George B. McCarteo is recciving $5,000;
eorge B. Casserly; $5,000; and variousothers
whose names 1 nced not res
yerious amounts, from $
being largely in ex
(3 puid; in

(hare at least, e’ in

ant and fot asising from any
propuiation, increasing, (of
total raised by taxation.
1 find, by reference to anothier I
to the Secretary’s response, that
ent undertakes

fund, which s sct apart for the cale of the
notes, bonds, dc., of the United States. The

all the appropriations which have been made,
a fand which has been used to pay temporary
clerkss, to pay increased salaries to clorks an
other emplogés, who have been paid largely

t0 pay th
ever it pleases. The communicatio:
I am now referring was not ordered to bo
printed, as it ought o have been, as usually
all exetative documents are. I suppose the
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bulk of the doement detorred the Spe:

suggesting to the House the order for printing.
Butfintend toask the Honseto haveit printed,
thatwo may understand tho amount of these
itares.

00, by Lhis reply of the Secretary, |

y-six thousand dollars was paid

s Iixpress Company for catrying
otes to New York and elsewhere. This |

re may bo all right; I do not know

i Bat_here are immense

5 outside of the amounts regularly
appropriated, and goes to swell the expendi-
tures of the Governmeut, - All of it, of course,

matter how obtained, comes by taxation,
from thelabor of the people. I hope the Houss
ill consent to have this document printed, so
that wo may know herea postion of this money
has gone to.

. Speaker, o large amount of the
public maney has gone improperly, as I bave
shown, to tho pay of theso clerks. ' The gen- |
tleman from [linois, [Mr. Locay, ] chairman |

7 $2,640 a year, when in reality every
neral receives $0,502 every year. And |
payment of these euormous salaries is

The costof the Boston post office is
ingup. No one can tell what these p
ings are to costus. From gentle
i [Ar. Bovp] we learncd
te 2 ission as spe
agent of the Post Officd Depariment, which
it the privilege of the free pass upon
all the railroads of the country, while at the
same time he has been drawing from the Treas-
ury some $3,000 for traveling expenses for the
last year. ~ Yot these things have been passed
over without any attempt at remedy. There
seems 0 bo a rush on the part of the partisans
of the present Adminisiration to get whatever
hont regard to tho interests of the
There seems to be a constant effort
ke places, for which there is no nced on
the part of the Government, merely for tho
purpose. of putting partisan politicians in
them.

Asapartof theargument both of the Speaker
and the chairman of the Committee on Ap-
propriations, we are told thero wero stealings
under the aduministration of Andrew Johnson.

That js no doubt true, and I have no doubt

That far Speaker BLAINE'S letter is correct,
But that must not be set down to the credit of
this Admi Tt grows out of the fact
that you reduced the tax upon distilled spirits
from two dollars a gallon to fity cents. It is
just what will occar when you reduce the tax
ortarll o aay thing i o ssme, proporiion;
for whero the inducement to steal is less less

e people goes. The gentleman from |
formed us that we were paying $15,000
m informed that $60,000 a year
« the office of the quartermasterat New York.
f._.nmw:ma

; they onght to have coms sooner
we gt them they show that some
ninety-four willion dollars have been expended
rays that this House has known nothing of.
ight go on and show how the public
woney is beiug expended for the Boston post
ofiice and the New York post office, and other
publ 5. ThoNewYorkand Boston post
offices are already ranuing up to $7,000,000.
Under the management of the supersising
architect the New York building was started

will be stolen. We

Cor
it g3 tooks place, The Re-
publican party would ot lot him be discharged.
The yadical Republican Senate would not con-"
firm an ysuccessor to Mr. Rollins. Nor would
the Senate confirm any colleotor, assessor, o
other revenuc officer who was not a Radical.

fifty cents ondistilled spirits,

at about three million dollars.  Soon the cost
worked up to about four willion dollars. We

ments in our laws,




