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SLAVERY agritation in the United States may be con-

gidered in Wwo greal | I'Il-.'Li':'. rilih' first |'n-'_'i!I=' 1I||i.illl:l Li.l.'
judiecial abolition of slavery in Massachusetts in 1783, and
the anti-slavery Ordinance of 1787 for the government of
the Territory northwest of the Ohio River, and ends

the abolition of slavery in New York on the 4th of

18327. In 1ts course the number of free States Increased
from one to twelve, and the number of Ir nen nearly
three hundred fold. It may be ealled the abolition

[t was a pa f the lareer movement which beean in
]||4:' ] il II|| HEE L 0l :':i."-."!". 11 I'- E I't { 1 Vi o |
Ind ext nished it in numerous European colonis

1il il sOnth l'1,iu|:ll';:' ||ir:.| - 11 ! .-‘_-_||||: 1y ||!

Indies in 1833 by act of Parliament

I'he second period begins with the ion of General
I S0 TO the prd eI n 1824 -| end V1Ll thi bho-
l1t1om VEeTy L the War of th tebel !

In the first period freedom was the assailant of slavery
eeking to inguish it by moral and rel influences
In th i md., the glay =PowWer wa Ll 125 1111, Il!-. 1
to overthrow the freedom of speech, of the press, and o
the mails, the right of trial by jury, the right of petition,

and everv other bulwark ol -'!'~|| [1Dherty to extend siavery
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vi PREFACE.
It was Jaymes (. BinxEY who first called abolitionists
awav from « 5---:;- L i:--ii"~' to the: true one, [:-. the summer
of 1835 he abandoned his Southern home and removed to
Ohio, declaring that the slavery of the blacks had ceased
to be the question before the country, and that the liber-
ties of all American citizens and the safety of the republic
were in danger, During the following ten years he was f

['|-|'||_'._:'|i"|-'l Dy :!ll' l'rl!-E'lll'!I'lu'“- of i:'|1' =I.-II"-|_'—| OWEer s i|ll'i!'
leader. In 1540, and

candidate for the presidency by unanimous national con-

acain in 1844, he was made their

ex-Representative George W. Julian, of Indiana, writes o

him and his co-workers:

_"il.“i|,"|._.:-i'.:!|_ s n '.'-.I-!'].-.: A 'L.u:'l" in our i],i’ .I::'L| to have
a beginning, and no man who cherishes the memory of the old
Free-Soil party, and of the larger one to which it gave birth,
will withhold the meed of his praise from the heroic little band
of sappers and miners who blazed the way for the armies which
were to follow, and whose voices, thourh but i';l'.l.li_‘. heard in the
whirlwind of 1840, were made 13:.-[ii:|r':i_'-.' audible 1n 1844,
Their political ereed was substantially that of the Free-Soilers of

1843 and the Republicans of 1856 and 1860, They were any-
thing but Ll litical fanatics, and history will record that their
sole allense was 1:'!r'|-.|-|:-:.'-'!|n,r'r|||-[:'IJIE.]||:l_.i'_:'t:_l.-;.!' I'!-: Tmil-

titnde, which slowly and finally followed in their footste)

James (x. Dirney was F""ll"{-r"'l even by the enemies
of g cause. He was umiversally regarded as without

. il it 1yt i |4 | " . .
fear and withont stain. 'he only eharce ever made




Now,. in
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| | 1intal
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Covernment
stiturion ns i

and who abhorred

Ll

‘covenant with death

dear perzpective of history, they stand wvindi-
their Whig assailants, whose fevered brains and
blinded their eyes to the truth (**Political
1884, p. 4
Sch is eminent i his treatment
i 1 I *arnesi {1 men 3 I ]
hiect pelitical action. They were not i 1
¢ abolitionists who lost themselves in ** no

whio denounced the Union and the

R

and acreement with hell,

the exi I'I'I!'~| 01 |]|-

stuffrace under the Cq

utio: participation in sin. In the language of Birney, th
> rarded th 1tional | itution with unabated affection™
(vol. 1 | ~ )
i P
Birney (u date for the presiden 1y native of Ker
tuck A aveholder i. 1han he liberated hi lnves
' led o otelv for ther I Vil evoar of ab
| I I Cuituar ( a vigorou il raceful P Lker
O} hizh nse of dul he sacrificed the comforts of
wealth, hom position to the cause of univer (reedon
t as a wild thusiast or unreazonine fanatie, but 1 calm
think ] te in | 1 nd firmm in maintaining his con
i |"| IrIRCIp | conclh 1 that iy d free 1
f ' He has been charge th « 1
: i vitl i in posing Clay in 1844
T elhia Vi terl st He had el AR ]
{ mise of nport I1 rue, Cl nd Bi
- | m friendly intercoursi | 1834 : but 1
al 11 '!;E| 1 I | | onierence on '\'l =100 I"'_'-
h produced upon B di ng effect. From that
L1m weir i i Coul | ed. ]« found 11 Bir
; ere critic (Schurz’s ** Henry €l vol. 11, M
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The ob 0l enry LIa; Ierhest ambiti escaped him
because, af - moment, | vas untrue to himself (ib
P 200)

For forty irg al dden cl of his political
""" r the fame of Jumes G. B escaped detraction.
Numeroug biographical ketches of him were published
in magazines, cyclopadi d newspap nd o the
tone of none of them could the most ive of his
I L - i': 1 | I",I!I
Lriirl ! . ey [ anti-slaves
Wi I| AR the m [ L N {1 ] i 2
i 1 ) d] e { I e 1 O T i ‘|| | 1111 e
maorg col -<'| or appr a1y -| 11 | | o FeT L him

vy Samuel J. May, Oliver Johnson, and Parker Pillsbursy
I'he first devotes to enlogistie narrative of him more than
L | | 3 Ol : 22 !1I : "‘.i:lf 2 (0 i e Anti “'I_::.' rv (lon-

" . !
IMOost euloristl nguage, il adds that l i | I
“ el .0 1 | L R ] : o i 2o T
CLELLTILTIN d, and enltured £ ntleman and Christian @ and
1519 - IER SR 1Y ] £ A 1 i i
the third, 1m his curious volumi L1 { L A 11L]-
& | \ J
LYCLY L1 palll 1 L 11 1 ] mes 4 1 al
1 11
11 L I ¢l i 1) L - § L) 1 {
1
01 ppI wtion, there l to ' peciil |
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I I 1 'S B
1| 1 ] |._'|4':_.l||'1 i) I’t"l [ 15 ] [I ANE o l8| _1-|'l'.'.‘
- i i AT e -
i er. JL |H'\-_ 1 i vl (72 M1 Wer Q-
| ] i i1 R 1 1
| L1 L1l L111] 1 ('} 1111 ot e 1 WOrk whiein,
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PREFACE, ix

To claim the arousing and marshaling of the force of the
mind and eonscience of the men of the North against slavery, as
pre- !!Jf-..-;.||.-._ the work of one man, 18 !:I!-ti'l_'{ unwarranted as
a1l ‘I'::' n. There iz a way of writine hist iry lately :JlZI'.’:l'iII.lll

hich, if accepted without protest, would for the time seem to
Al -:';|-i. i this thing. The writers of the l‘:"u:-:‘r'l': of the late
YW. L. Garrison . c o 121V up s Liberator ™ fox

| Ll 1 . L &l |

I, « ) i e I In 1 as na

| il i ir autho {rom a similar source, the uld
for him m I o Case l"'r'I'J'I'\ ‘-'~1|:i"- A5 si1rono Nelthier \\ll.‘:ﬁ WO '.i||_

b aceented finally as history = both would be ereat contributions
i - -

to it, of value beyond estimation. This last work should be

at once set about, ii '-.'.-'l:.l'.'| have II iIZs-.'ii'l;i-'-E :!"l'...f'.'."-'__'" =
slavery was overthrown by political means. Mr. Garrison refused
their use, opposed with the might of his trenchant pen and
1l 2 their o :|'.;-: ment and the men who nsed them.
Mr ong the first to see that the most effective
nerle thing L 1OV1 i polii | po e 1 of
col ! the 1 i\l o I . / |
I 0, was a candidate for the presideney in 1840,

become— DBut I am not to anticipate. He was placed in the field

largely by the clear-seeing Myron Holley, . . . and reeeived

but 7,059 vot nrovoking el nd sneers from the Whies, de-
1 m and sareasm from Gas ] I'h Vil 111 | st B
(T e of Wi : .
' Life of William Llovd Garrison ” by his sons is
’) L] I Il | y havi | I
pu h in Oetob They are the m et of
lal ( Vil NETH! ! I NImel | 110 il Y full
Imint | 1) [ them [
[Libera [ 11 led ilent
0 i in pub libran ! . an | @ o |
! I'hes v be re led in ftl iture of a legal
bricf, filed | of William Lloyd Gar-




ther political abolition-
1 12 th I i "‘[I { 1 LV '.I I laciiii

12 editors, contributors, reades nd managers, with pub-
lishing houses, magazin nd metropolitan newspape:
I =LY 11 & I i VOLL LT § 01 fTord to let 1E||-]|'
If bri 0 i I NEWEr « 1 I FOROT viol-
q | . n in mo 1 from :
| il 1|2 prol the W . ounent 1o I
i mistakes and errors, and to s I a true for a fals
theory of the anti-slavery and WVEIY 1MOYVerns [Upon
the issnes made he invokes the impartial judgment of tl
i 1 vho wri te American history [f he shall 1 hiavi
: the good fortune to win their attention and verdict, he
i.|l_ trusts that the eneral 1 l-: Iy | e from e perusal o
!.|| thizs book with clearer views of the rone currents ¢
i l" l!i!i‘.'; m_ that .,| the Great Rebellion, and
!:I with inereased respect and admiration for the men who

| Ligqe 1 Ly 1 131 ol o I { | et § i 4
e | cared 1or the 1berties of thils peopie Lo begin the bhattle
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JAMES G. BIRNEY AND HIS TIMES.

CHAPTER L
THE ANCESTORS.

TaE subject of this sketch was of pure IProtestant
Scoteh-Irish descent, His ancestors on both sides be-
longed to that distinet type of mankind created by two
centuries of civil wars and exelusive intermarriages out of

ho had followed Henry VIII into

the Chureh of England and the Scotch colonists of James

the native Irishmen w

I, with some intermixture of Eneclishmen and Huguenot

exiles. It was confined to the nine counties in the north-

1

eastern part of Ireland which are known as the province

of Ulster; and, by 1ts intelligence, thrift, industry, and in-
it province one of the great
1@ world. It has furmished to

. - ’ 3
ventive talent, has made th:
manufacturing centers of tl

the United States manv of the strong men who have

iy 1 1= s . 1
helped to shape republican institutions. Among these
may be named Andrew Jackson, John (. Calhoun, the

Shelbys, the Logans, the McDowells, A. T. Stewart, and
Horace Greeley—all distinguished for ability, energy,
O’Hart’s elaborate work on Ir

# ] T ¥ . - & . y *
might trace the genealogy of James (Gill Sple Birney to a

moral courage, and tenacity of purpose. With the aid of

1sh pedigrees, the

remote period, finding some historical characters among
nis progenitors; but the facts, even if established, possess

no anthropological value. Although it is true that each

. 1 1 - J L ~
man 18 the result of converging hereditary forces, these

LLLARL Yy
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JAMES G. BIRNEY AND HIS TIMES,

are too numerous for examination, the ancestors within
ten generations exceeding two thousand. It will be
enough for the purposes of this book to give a few anthen-
tic data respecting the grandparents and parents.

The paternal grandfather owned the old family home-
stead near Cootehill, County Cavan. He was a prosper-
ous farmer and miller, a church vestryman, a magistrate,
and influential in local affairs. His wife was a member of
the Church of England, and a woman of strongly marked
character. There were several children.

The maternal grandfather was John Read, a native of

Londonderry. Inheriting wealth and high social position,
ill' ]L;l-i !.I'-':: |'1lII 1'-_;ii-';lil'-l. f‘.:.:l i.;:ni ‘.:'-_'-.L!---] :|L fOr=
. = . 1 .- 1

eien countries. Iis tall and graceful person, handsome

features, ruddy complexion, blond hair, culture, and court-

ly manners made him a remarkable individual. For his
.'.I‘.':lr|r.[.~-r.'| James he :|]'~'.:=_\.'.¢ had a r¢1!'ra!|'__:' affection, and,
for several years, he made the boy his companion and
pupil. His migration to the United States was a conse-
quence of the Ili.-"'tﬂ.l'l‘_l' of some |"'“E'll':1: intriene of his
against the British Government. He was in Kentucky as
early as 1779. In that year he built a fort, about two miles
from Danville, and a mansion which remains to this "‘:..'i.l.\-.-
He married Lettice Wilcox. Their vounrest son, Thomas
B. Read, was, in 1826, United States Senator from Missis-

rhiers were carefully educated ; they were

:-i'.r.L 'I'i:-.-i.l'-l:::'."

all well married, and among their descendants are found
many of the distinguished men of Kentucky, ineluding
.]F!:fl_w- John Green, Judee Thomas Green. Rev. Lewis .
Grreen, D. D., Dr. Willis (. Craig, Dr. Edwards, of St.
Lonis, and General Humphrey Marshall. Mr. Read was

remarkable for conversational talent, and some of the most

able men of Kentucky were often his guests, It was in his
1 of the kind of

education given to youth by the conversation of the wise.

|=:t."]ul'.~' that his erandson received muc




CHAPTER IL

THE FATHER.

JamEes GILLESPIE BIRNEY was an only son. When
he was three years old his mother died, leaving him and
an infant sister to the care of the father. The surviving
parent did all a strong and rugged man could do to sup-
ply the place of maternal tenderness. The bright and
sturdy boy awakened a strong paternal pride ; and before
he had learned his letters the father had marked out for
him a course of training and studies with a well-formed

i';‘-.-r||i||:| L0 !||;!!.L- of him a lawver and statesman .'lii-| this

ecourge, with unimportant modifications, was afterwards per-

. 1 1% FET . 1 . -
sistently adhered to. This sincular devotion was an im-
nortant factor in the formation of the charaecter of the
.

mnd 11 { T 1Y QN 111 1 | + 14 fa1t w1 w hiinld 1T
=0n, and jn F11es an account o thne iavher wilchn 1n mos

|l'u|_r'“.ii'!!i1"- WOouldd e todo minnte.

In September, 1783, an adventurous Irish lad of six-
teen, whose imagination was arlow with the glories of the
young American republie, left secretly his father’s com-

fortable home 1n the County Uavan, and embarked at

Dublin for Philadelphia. He had little baggage and less
money, but he was broad-gshouldered and active, with a
manly bearing and _.=Er‘.~i|.: address. On the day of his
arrival in Philadelphia, with no recommer m except
intelligence and a clerkly handwriting, he obtained em-
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4 JAMES G. BIRNEY AND HIS TIMES.

Choosing the frontier settlement of Kentucky as his future
home, he obtained a stock of goods in Philadelphia on
credit, and, in the autumn of 1788, opened a store at
Danville, which was then the leading town in Kentucky
trade, politics, religion, and social life. Each year there-
after, until the Pennsylvania Canal was ready for use and
steamboat mavigation on the Ohio had facilitated the
transportation of merchandise from the Hast to Ken-
tucky, the young merchant traversed the great wilderness
with an armed party, camping out at night and sleeping
on his rifle, purchased his stock in Philadelphia, and con-
veyed it to Danville, using for part of the route covered
wagons drawn by Conestoga horses, but for the roadless
mountains and forests pack-horses and mules. The diffi-
culties and dangers of this mode of transportation at that
time required courage and energy on the part of the fron-
tier merchant. As he prospered he established a branch
store at Stamford and a bagging factory, with ropewallk,

ssident of the

at Danville. e organized and became pr
local bank, and condueted it successfully for a great many
years, turning it over to his successor in thrifty and sound
condition. During the War of 1812 he was a contractor
on a larce scale for 1'||rr1i-'i|it1.;r SLJI'F'“"-‘ to the Western
army. All his business engagements were promptly met.
A note with his name on it was never protested. Ilis
business enterprises were uniformly suceessful. For many
years he was reputed to be the richest man in Kentucky,
and one of the most cordial in his hospitality. His estate
of Woodlawn, the front gate of which was but a short
half-mile from Danville, wag as beautiful as blue-grass
slopes, noble forest trees, and good taste in landscape could
make i1t. The view from the house was through the

glades and avenues of a noble park. In the march of

improvement railroads have so intersected this property,
and houses have been so built upon it, that the original
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sk )

landmarks have disappeared. His winter residence was a
large brick 111;11:~iu[| in Danville.
In his day, James Birney was one of the noted men of

Kentucky. From one !']L'l of the State to the other ]Hh

name was familiar in every household. His sayings were
quoted where he was not personally known. His char-
acter was strongly marked. Any old citizen of that State
will remember him as a very positive man. He had no
gquality of a trimmer. One knew always where to find
him. No one ever doubted that he wonld be true to his
friends, or imagined that he would give back a hair's-
breadth before his enemies. 1lis courage, both moral and
physical, had been proved in the numerous emergencies
of frontier life. He was full of generous impulses ; easily
excited by meanness or disingenuousness; strong in his
personal attachments ; quick in his resentments ; and
frank. bold, and vehement 1n asserting a richt or declar-

ing an opinion. IHe took great interest in studying theo-

ries of government and the causes of the rise and fall of
nations. The * Federalist? was his favorite book, and
next to it, Gibbon’s * Rome.” In politics he was a Con-

servative, with Federalist tendencies. Washineton was his

bea el |-[L fl Justice

patriot and statesman, and Chief
Marshall of a judge. He dissected Jefferson and his opin-
10NS ‘.‘.'!".|E & I'on! I‘]I o re (l -rgll He believed g-1.]‘4i§;|]|_1; ['I
a protective tariff, and cherished the warmest friendship,
l_”-i'_'-i-'n] .'H:uT. personal, for its advocate, * Harry Clay,” re-
ceiving him as an honored guest on his frequent visits
to Danville, and reading all his speeches, or, worse still
(horresco referens), making H'u- writer of this sketch read
them to him. He admired Calhoun for his intellect, but

letested his theories., For iiu-'_:- ral Jackson he cherished

an antipathy that amounted to rancor, and the feeling

prepossessed him against the general’s personal and po-
litical friends.
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e shaping and direction of local affairs, includ-

Into
ing polities, he threw himself with ardor, firmly refusing,
however, to seek or hold office. He was the mainstay of
the Clay party in Mercer County up to about 1828, when
his active business life was suddenly interrupted. The
rustlinge of a fiJ‘}' corn-blade in a }II':I?‘ of wind caused a
.u[;'[:'f’u.-ni horse to 7"!’1"i||'.'-: from him as he was .':mlm‘.ir;;_':

s
117 -

HOT1E, and l'!']ll.l1'IIi!|1".E jli:l'. Lo

the fall fractured his i
hiz bed for a vear and to erutehes for life.

In religion he was a zealous rather than orthodox Epis-

copalian. The support of that Church was with him a
i ST A ST TR o ;

matter of tradational family honor, and when his =on

joined the Presbyterians his pride was deeply wounded.

: ] PL

'his alwayvs remained a tender spot with him. 0 118

efforts and liberality were chiefly due the erection of the
Danville Episcopal Church building, about 1828, and the

maintenance of a regular ministry. Every Sunday morn-

laree front pew at the left of the ehan-

ilil'_" he |i-|'-'=!‘:|-fi‘-it his
cel and Iii-}:iu-:] in the responses; and, generally, he had the

minister home with him to a good dinner with friends.
All this did not prevent his discussing Church history

with striking disrespect for priestly rule and

indling
me of the Old T tament worthies '\'.If]l'-"lF E10YCa, Il!.'

was the first man the writer ever heard descant upon cer-

|

SOLOMON.

tain weakneszes in the characters of David and |
1 . i % . -

Jf was a pleasure to him to elnrinre |;[4'i|]||'_'i;-".':| gtuaents or
i h " 1

ministers in controversy upon points of ecclesiastical his-

Lory or '|":'-'_']If'_;:_ differencez, and ]l‘.!:'.i-’[l‘ Tll"]!l 'I.\'il']i ]!.3-'

Ll and i";l-|"-||,-_|] :'I'-i!!;lit|iill|i'i- with the an-
?:!II ':.'Eru.' |l" "9 1111 r a4l .|'\.,- 11 e ,;; Nt -I',L ||‘I 17 _,.!:_
LIOT1LEGS. IS reading nad €1 exXiensiv chileiy 11 poil
ii' 3 |'i"'_!'.".'J|Ii-'-. st and travels- ;|:|I| ':.- il--'] i 13
]..'-II".'.ll'-].'_"l' '.'n‘:':! shrowd common .w_'l:----_c-,‘-_;||'|-~_--j'|_ himeseld
with spirit, force, and often with wit. He knew little

Latin and no Greek, but his conversation was bright

enough to interest men of learning. Students, tutors, and
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professors from Center College were his frequent visitors,
and few intelligent travelers passed through Danyille with-
out ealling on the mvahd, He received all with a boun-

tiful hospitality that characterized Kentucky in the first

L eSS

half of the century. Though his sareasm and fran

made him a terror to hypoerites and time-servers, he was

respectful to the sincere and civil to strangers. 'o women
- i1 ) s Jr LilATw tender and 1
he was gentle as summer, and to ehildren, tender and in-
culgent. I'o his poor 1iel hbors he was kind ; ol poor
) 1 L l

tenants he exacted no rent: and though one or two stu-
dents were always members of his family, they were such
oIl 'IIH!," 1.411411”‘._:' ||[' friends HH]_"-'. ”I Il!t\'i[t‘.‘ll thoze he liked
and admired. In money matters he was liberal, refusing,
however, to indorse notes for any except a few intimate
friends. Woodlawn was the home of ?‘-'~"1I[}-*'-!‘E slaves.

rarded as held

These were never punished or sold, being re
for their protection as well as his convenience. All the
hargh features of slavery were toned down. ‘I'be overseer
was obliged to manage without the whip, and got along

peacefully with the slaves if not profitably for the owner.

Most of the negroes had been born on the estate, and they

looked upon their master with mingled fear and affection.
[t must be admitted, however, that they took the farming
and rope-spinning life easily; they were almost as lazy

as the fifteen to twenty pure-bred mares and colts that

roamed through the rich pastures, costly pets of the
wner

It was the enstom among the farmers in the neighbor-
hood of Danville to visit town every Saturday. That was
the great day for seeing each other on business, pleasure,
or politics, Early in the morning of that day, during the

years after his accident, when the weather permitted,

ames Birney was driven to town. HHis usnal seat was in

the store beloneging to David Bell, his former clerk

successor and life-long friend, and there he held a grand
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levee until late in the afternoon. 1f seemed to the writer,
who was often his grandfather’s attendant on such occa-
gions, that hardly any tradesman, professional man, or
farmer failed to pay his respects to the venerable cripple.
He had a kind word or ]']'.r|lli."_‘-' or jest for each one, and
his chair was often surrounded by a group amused at his
repartees, wit, and rollicking humor ; in all which, how-
ever, he maintained a certain personal dignity, never utter-
ing a coarse word. The man who forgot himself so far as
to ntter one in his presence never escaped without an
effective rebuke.

Abont two years after James DBirney opened his store
at Danville he married Miss Read, one of the daughters
of the political exile mentioned in the first chapter. Tra-
dition makes her beaunfiful and intellectual. Her parents
did not think the handsome and energetic young merchant
a suitable mate for her, and the young people were obliged
to make a Gretna Green affair of the marriage. Her home
was a happy one, but she died in 1795, leaving a son and
infant danghter, James Gillespie and Anna Maria. The
atter married John J. Marshall, well known in Kentucky
annals as a law reporter and judge. She was the mother
of James Birney Marshall, who earned distinction as an

editor, and of Humphrey Marshall, who was successively
Representative in Congress, Minister to China, and Con-
federate major-general. For many years she was a leader
in society at Frankfort, the State capital. Her reputation
for conversational talent and general ability is one of the

social traditions of Kentucky.




CHAPTER IIL

INFANCY AND YOUTH.
1792-1808.

JAMES GIrLLEsPIE BIRNEY was born, February 4,
1792, at Danville. After the death of his mother, he and
his sister were placed under the care of Mrs. Doyle, the
oldest sister of his father. She was a widow and childless,

and, at the request of her brother, came from [reland to

take charge of his two children and preside over his house-
by |

hold—duties for which an affectionate nature, sound

sense, cood education, acreeable manners, and fervent

piety peculiarly qualified her. She continued to perform

them until the children were grown and until the second

marriage of her brother. Iis house was her home until
her decease, about the year 1834. Her nephew could not
have been dearer to her if he had been her own son; and
he returned her affection. Whenever he was at Wood-

lawn, he passed much of his time with her. During his
residence 1 Alabama he wrote to her regularly and fre-

quently ; and when the writer was sent, In 1828, to

Woodlawn on a long wvisit it was strictly enjoined on

him to do all in his power to amuse and make her
happy. Dear old lady! how vividly I remember her ven-

rable ficure, with the shawl, spectacles, knitting, and

m . VAT Y ' s malafio
I'he boy grew up among numerous relatives and con-

tions. His father’s married sisters, Mrs. Gillespie and
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Mrs. Whelan, with their husbands and children, migrated
from Ireland and settled mear Danville, about 1795,
These families were intelligent and in good circumstances.
Mr. Gillespie bonght a valuable farm about a mile from
Danville, and Mr. Whelan another, four miles distant,
and extending fo the precipitous bluffs and romantic
scenery of Diek’s River,

The relatives on the mother’s side greatly exceeded in
numbers those on the father’s, There were two uncles
and five aunts, all of whom had married, and, np to 1808,
had their homes in Mercer County. There was no lack of
cousins; the motherless child had many companions and
playmates among them. The attachments formed then
were _:_’"!11-1':[”1‘.' strong enongh to survive the Ea:-lirir;tl dif-
ferences of mature years,

The boy was not timid, shy, or dreamy ; he was sturdy,
self-possessed, and gifted with strong common sense. He
had inherited a healthful and robust constitution., He

was not only vigorous, but active and bright. He too
pleasure in athletic exercises; at an early age he learned
to ride, shoot, swim, skate, and dance. He was fond of
the companionship of girls. His father was proud of his
beauty and promise. In his treatment of him the father
he ancient sage, * Respect

youth.” The intercourse between father and son was

was governed by the maxim of 1

marked during their lives by affeetion, confidence, and the
deferential manner of the old school. It i3 needless to
say that the rod was not nused. The father’s pride and the

aunt’s rentleness: alike forbadeit. The ]Hl_\.' grew up II;';L“]».1

truthful, manly, self-respecting, and courageous. In those
days brutality was tolerated in schools; the teacher was
called the * master,” and the emblem of his authority,
the rod, lay on his desk. James did not escape discipline;

when he had committed a fault he scorned to shelter him-

sell by evasion, but most of his troubles at school were due
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to the fact that he was always ready with his fists to aid a

erainst heavy odds.

comrade a

At eleven years of age he was sent to Transylvania
University, at Lexington. His companions were a son of
ex-Governor Isaac Shelby and George Robertson, who
afterward became a famous judge and was honored by hav-
ing a Kentucky county named after him. He remaimed
at that institution, vacations excepted, until the New
Year's holidavs of 1805 .'7. whi I he returned home to en-
ter a “ seminary ” which had been Ir[ll'.":t'lE at Danville by
Dr. Priestly. During his summer-yacation visit, when
he was thirteen, there occurred an incident that illustrates
his eharacter. Ile went with two other boys, one a cousin,

to a piece of deep water, to swim. Ile was a good swim-

mer. his cousin a becinner. At a distance from the shore
a rail was driven into the bottom of the pond. Its place

was marked by a float. On its top, a foot or two below

the surface, one might pause and rest. On this James
stood and encouraged his cousin to swim out to him. The

:|r‘;i-n1].r Wias a ]';':EE:H‘--. 'I\]:_-* !'--H.' :~';|..'||-.‘. .[:l.‘!||=.=_: Ewam to

lp him when he was clasped and

him, and was trying to h i
pulled under the water; but he extricated himself and
succeeded in placing the boy upon the rail. He then
swam ashore, rested, and returning brought his comrade

out in safety. While the danger was at its greatest, the

companion, who was on the shore, shouted to James to

gave himself. Referring to this just after his escape, he
. . 5 . 5 7 = 1y
said, quietly, * It never entered my mind to leave him.

Many anecdotes of his nnselfishness and courage were cur-
rent among his relatives in the days of my boyhood. I

oive this one because I heard it from the cousin. It 18

given in Green’s ¢ Life of Birney,” published in 1844.

['he next two years were spent In studies preparatory
IO an :;_r':'--"_llll-ll COUrse I| E§|I' { l.l!'---__"-l |-]‘ \l'k'..,' ..lll':'-l"\'._ ."u!|i'|'[

these studies were and what his teacher thought of his
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character at the close of this period, and what, nearly a
half-century later, he thonght of his teacher may be gath-
gred from the following documents :

On the first page of a I;lT‘__’,'l' ﬁl‘!'rl]l—]]ms!{ made up ]'Ij'
James (. Birney is this entry in his own handwriting, in
1806 :

February jth.—For my grandson and namesake (James G.
Birney, Jr., oldest son of James Birney) at Cincinnati;

This book, unlike most other things, will be more valuable as
it advances in age. When you come to be a half-century old, or
as old as I am, it '-'.'E|: be to you a remembrancer of old times, |
also send Yol with it a letter which yOou can Kecp, You will see
it was written by a preceptor of mine who, I need hardly tell after
such evidence as his letter affords, was a learned man. He was
considerably advanced in age, and had had great experience in
teaching. He had married, some twenty or five and twenty years
before, a Miss McBride, whose family lived in or near Harrods-
burg, and about that time had taught a school, I think, in Bairds-
town, which was attended by many young men who afterward
became distinguished in Kentucky—Felix Grundy, John Rowan,
John Pope, and, I believe, Joseph V. Davis were among them,
He then removed, if I mistake not, to Baltimore, where he had a
school. Then he returned to Kentucky and settled at Danville.
He was probably fickle and unsteady as to his residence; for,
although he had a numerous school when I left it to go to
Princeton, he had gone away before my return in about two years
and a half, T have never heard of him since. He was a member,
though by no means an active one, of the Presbyterian Church,

and doubtless quite & learned man of those times.

Letter from James Priestly to James Birney, Lisq., father of James
(7. Birney.
Daxvinie, March, 30. 1508
DEAR Sm; As you have determined rightly, I think, in the
present state of the Western country, to send your son Lo & dis.

tant seat of learning, I will recount to yvou before he poes, as far

he has pursued and the text-books

he has used under Iy direction for the last two Years. He Fiave
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but little of his time to the learned languages and none fo geog-
raphy, as I understood he had studied these ag far as 18 common
before he came to me. Part of Euelid, too, he had learned before.
With me he studied the fifth and sixth books of Euclid, Simson’'s
“Plane Trigonometry,” the greater part of common arithmetic
and algebra, ns far as the solution of simple equations, Murray’s
é Grammar " without the exercises, Watts’s ** Logic ” and ** Im-
provement of the Mind,” Ferguson's *‘ Lectures " and * Astrono-
my,” Blair's * Lectures,” Adams and Kennet's * Roman An-
'Paley’s ** Moral Philosophy " and ** Natural Theology,
Blackstone's ** Commentaries,” and part of 8St. Pierre's ¢ Studies
of Nature.” In the second year, a little time was employed in
classical learning, and he read three comedies of Terence, one
book of Tacitus's ** Annals,” and went hastily over the critical

Iili’nli 1

|'J'|ir-l![i'--' nf H»rl':ti_'u_, .'lI]I!I iill'L't' iH:Uan‘ nf il]i lrl‘lt'.“, :Llll.l t'!':.'il i }JIJI' ;r{.
or two of Homer. A number of these studies have not been re-
viewed, as I entertained for a while the hope of resuming them
in a course of lectures, of adding the many important ones that
have not been touched, of referring to the best authors on each
subject, and thoroughly investigating the whole. But this I
found to be, in my situation, impossible. One person is not
equal to the task of preparing good lectures on every subject;
nor, if he even :u1<=1-!:~ the matured works of the best jl:"f.lfl 880T%,
can he .-=[‘.il]_‘.' them all and make a proper use of them while he
must at the same time superintend the conduct of all the classes
in a seminary from the lowest to the highest, and instruct them
all.

It is proper, therefore, that James should reside some years af
a college, where there are many professors, with a good library
and apparatus. [f the rales of the place will allow him to live
in a private house and to attend the lectures of several professors
with different classes, as in the universities of Britain, he may
pass those years with great profit. What he has already done
will render some studies lighter and more pleasant, and leave him
time and spirits for others that will be quite new to him, so that
he may keep way with more than one class. T profited most
when T beran arain with those who had never studied the same

thines before,

[ !:t-:'[}li-.,nn ] i:['i‘.';;f.l_' l-'.',-'.n:r'l_‘._ because ] t‘::i.‘a!i ]IL' :1:.|_-. not I‘u'_'-i_:l
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the discipline of academic rules to keep him to proper hours and
from bad company; and because it would keep him from those
intrusions which can not be avoided if he lodges in a college,

As far as I have had an opportunity of observing, his conduct
has been perfectly correct, and has appeared to proceed from right
disposition; so that I have reason to hope he will derive from an
advantageous situation all the benefit it is capable of yielding to
the most prudent.

With the best wishes for his good and your satisfaction,

I am sir, your obedient humble servant,
JAMES PRIESTLY.

The character of this youth, who was held 1 such
high respect by his instrnctor, had been molded under
uncommon influences. The follies, errors, and bad habits
so often found in only sons of rich parents had been in
great part prevented by the strong common sense of his
father, the watchful love of his '!.[.u.“_u aunt, the constant
moral pressure of a respectable family connection, and,
better than all, by his well-balanced faculties and fortu-
nate temperament. The soeial life about him was not that
of an ordinary frontier settlement. Danville was in the
very heart of that marvelously fertile region known to
Americans ent I'::”:\' 48 the * ]Ihli“-_‘_,’l':!.‘.': -_'ntlr:il‘_'-.'.” and to
Kentuckians as the “garden of the world.” Its soil,
constantly renewed by the decay of the abundant lime-

¢ ingredient 3, 18 inexhaustible ; even the Shenandoah

ELON

Vall y of Virginia does not reward so 'E'[l'l&i.:a' the labor of
the farmer. And its pasturage has given to Kentucky
acknowledged pre-eminence for race-horses and fine beeves.

To this land of milk and |'I"]I"l‘-' the J!!ii'||iL1':'T]! A1

advent-
urous classes of Virginia, North Carolina, and Maryland
began to migrate about the close of the Revolutionary
War, Many of the immigrants had been officers in the
army. oome of them were men of means and substance.

Not a few had held civil office and took a live interest in
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public affairs. They were hardy and courageous men, able
to bear the severe trials of life in the forest, and to meas-
e Indian foe. Their

descendants inherit from them thews. sinews, tall stature,

nre strength and cunning with tl

and fichting qualities. At an early day the control of the

gite of Danville and its vieinity fell into the hands of men
of means, who 1IH-|-_ ]l:{f]w Lo attract to HI *_*’--'-JIE I'[u:-.-'

of settlers. Among them were Isaaec Shelby, the hero of )

King’s Mountain, afterward governor of the State and
secretary of war ; Benjamin Sebastian, long a judge of the
Court of Appeals; and many others who became promi-
nent in national or State affairs, including Joshua Barbee

1
1

and the members of the political debating elub of which

an account is given-in the next chapter. Some of these
men were members of the learned professions ; all of them
had been educated by the sharp experiences of frontier
life. They were men of thounght and action, qualified to
lay the foundations of a State.

For a great many years Danville was the thought cen-
ter of Kentucky. The numerons constitutional conven-
tions were held there, :l|:="-' the h_‘.]lln|.='. It was the perma-
nent headguarters of Kentucky Presbyterianism. In 1808

it had only begun to feel the competition for leadership

by Lexington and Louisville.

ne .~'-a|'i:|1 tone of Danville was not §';L‘.r|!‘:|]-]|* o 'l!.']l'

ordinary vices of frontier life. Theology and politics were

more in favor than the race-course and I'.l'.'ll.':;.!|:.5'-‘::llllt'.




CHAPTER IV.
ANTI-SLAVERY INFLUENCES IN YOUTH.

1‘|l1er\ -T-flflll"‘: . !‘IEJ'HI'_‘\.' left hlJ][H' for r-:-;.i-_-*__"w hl‘ was
in his seventeenth year. Ivery advantage that wealth and
a father’s love could procure had been his; his literary

been the best to be had in

and scientific education had
Kentucky, and his social opportunities and immediate
surroundines left little to be desired. There are no in-
dications that he had been spoiled ; he appears to have
been a ]"H]J!J:-':_. ]rm-]ll_r_w]si, and ambitions 1\.'111115[ of ;_’trl'lti_
habits.

As the interest of his countrymen in his biography is
due chiefly to his subsequent anti-slavery career, it is im-
portant to note the influences in which this had its origin.
The fonndations of his abolitionism were doubtless laid in
his early youth.

Though his grandfather Read and his father had be-
come slaveholders, they always professed a willingness to
emancipate, if Kentucky could be made a free State, In
1792 they had taken an active part in promoting the elec-
tion of the Rev. David Rice, a noted abolitionist, to the
Constitutional Convention, and in 1799 1:‘14'_'-.' voted for
delegates to a similar convention, who were pledged to
gupport a constitutional provision in favor of abolition.
The pious aunt who reared him had always refused, on
religions prineiples, to own slaves or to accept their per-

sonal services without compensation.
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The home influences were powerfully re-enforced and
directed I'.\' the Rev. David Rice. He was !I:Hlﬂl‘!:f the
Danville Presbyterian church for many years during the
youth of James (. Birney,and there being no Episcopa-
lian services in the town, the boy and his aunt generally
attended that church. Mr. Rice was a friend and a fre-
quent guest of the family, and paid much attention to the
son, who conceived an affection for him, and in after life
gratefully remembered and spoke of him. In the State
Constitutional Convention of 1792 Mr. Rice was the leader
of the members who favored immediate abolition. His
speech was clear and able, his conclusion being in the fol-
lowing words: “Therefore, I give it as my opinion that
the FirsT thing to be done is to resolve UNCONDITION-
ALLY to put an end to slavery in this State.”

The speech was reprinted many times. I have before
me i Copy of an edition !ﬂ!ij“i‘\']ll'l] in New York in 1812.
[t makes an octavo pamphlet, large size, twelve pages, in
small type, and double columns. Its reasoning through-
out classes Mr., Rice with the uncompromising immediate
abolitionists of his day, and refutes the charge of gradu-
alism bronght against him by Mr, Davidson, the historian
of Kentucky Presbyterianism. Mr. Rice was an earnest
man of definite conviections and an eloguent speaker, and
he frequently preached against the sin of slavery, thus
sowing the seed which was to yield a harvest many years
after.

The Rev. David Barrow, of Mount Sterling, preached
before 1808 several anti-siavery sermons at Danville, which
were always favorably remembered by my father. e was
the anthor of a widely distributed pamphlet, entitled * In-
voluntary, Unmerited, Perpetnal, Absolute, Hereditary
Slavery examined on the Prineciples of Nature, Reason,

Justice, Policy, and Secripture,” which advocated imme-

diate abolition ; and in 1808 he was generally regarded as




e e —

i
{'

18 JAMES G. BIRNEY AND II5 TIMES,

the most influential and able leader of the anti-slavery
Baptists in Kentucky.

The Baptist Church was the first one organized in the
State; it dates from 1781. From that year until the
War of 1812 it was the most numérous and powerful re-
lisious organization in |\'t-]ii11|-§§_ﬂ‘.l\ About 1787 Joshua
Carman, a Baptist elder from Virginia, began a movement
for the abolition of slavery, which for many years agitated
both the Church and State. It was doubtless the leading

cause of 1

he political excitements of 1792 and 1799.
In 1787 Elder Carman was organizing church socie-

ties in Kentucky, chiefly in IHardin, L.a Rue, and Nelson

(Counties. DBetween that year and 1801, when he emi-
grated to Ohio, he was pastor of several leading Baptist

churches. For fourteen years he preached immediate
abolition and no Christian fellowship with slave-holders.
[n 1789 his church sent up to Salem Association the
query : * Is it lawful i the sight of God for a member of
Christ’s Church to keep his fellow-creatures in perpetual
slavery?” In 1797 he was present at the General Con-
ference in Ohio, at which the Miami Association was or-
ganized, “with a view,” Dunlevy says in his history of that

association (page 133), * to prevent the newly organized

body from holding any correspondence with slave-hold-
ers 73 and he succeeded 1n his object.

Elder Carman was an able man and “an easy, fluent,
and pleasant speaker,” and he made numerous converts
to abolitionism amone the most zealous and eflicient
preachers of his denomination. The first was Josiah
Do

W i 4 ] I | 5 1 .
until, before 1808, the following leading

gey and the movement started ']‘.“' Carman -“!’!"--.'L-]

’.-;|!1Ei~[ pr achers
were among 1ts adherents: Carter Tarrant, John Sutton,
Donald Holmes, Jacob Gregg, George Smith, George
stokes Smith, Corneling Duese, John H. Owen, Thomas

Whitman, John Murphy, Elijah Davidson, William Buck-
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lev. David Barrow, William Hickman, James Garrard, and
Ambrose Dudley. All of these, except the last three,
maintained the high standard of immediatism during
their continuance in the '-'.1|[ii' Colling, in his * History

Kentucky ™ (page 419), states their ]HHI-H'II a8 TI-H-n‘n'
They “declared for the '.e'!'--l:‘:I--!:- of slavery, alleg that

hould ctonded 1 hold l:

no Iriencaznip SO W CALEI0LE L0 Sl VeE-Lloiuel's, ds Slidv-
L

2rv 11 every | ranchi of 1t, Dot 1IN principléc anda pracuee,

was a sinful and abominable system, franght with peculiar
evils and miseries, which every good man ought
don and bear lu'r[i]!mn_‘. :l...ll[w e

[t does not enter into the |l.i.".[1 of this work to describe
the schisms in the Baptist Church of Kentucky caunsed
].-_1 dissensions in regard to the course to be [.H_:-._“._..[ In
the treatment of slavery. This was acknowledged to be
sin, but the majority of church-members were unwilling
1. I;’: E!;l._:

evasive laneuage of a church body in 1789 : “The asszo-

to make it a cause of exelusion from the Chure

1 jad 1L 1Impropel } eénter 1nto S50 portant az ]
( ] mattes present.” The Bapfists 1 divided
ito “regulars” and eparatisi An “ Emaneipation
Association ™ was formed in Nelson County, and the
‘ Lickine Locust Association,” abolitionist, contained a
laree number of churches. For details the reader is re-

ferred to Spencer’s © History of the Kentucky Baptists,

to the histories of Kentucky by Colling and by Shaler, and

L) . i i ¥ L %
to Benedict’s “ History of the Baptists. “ Biographical
Sketches of the Kentueky Emancipationists ? were pub-
lished by the Rev. Carter Tarran ind 10TL ONEs TNay I

e . ' | - - st . 1
found 1n the works above referred to.

The popular sentiment at Danville Wad been decidedly
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brightest spirits of the time who were resident in and
about this little town. On its roll we find the names
of many of those who had already or were afterward to
lead the State in the paths of peace and war” (Shaler,
page 113). Among its members were William McDowell
(lawyer and afterward judge of the United States District
Court), Samuel MeDowell (who presided at eight State
constitutional conventions), IHenry Innes, Christopher
Greenup, Robert Craddock, Thomas Todd, George Mutor,
Peyton Short, James Speed, Abe Buford, Benjamin Se-
bastian, Willis Green, and William MeClung, whose names

are identified with the historv of Kentuecky. The record
of the elub shows that their debates were contined to

great questions of polity. They discussed the proposed
Constitution of the United States, article by article, and
voted to strike out the clause prohibiting Congress from
preventing the importation of slaves until 1808. It was
probably owing to the influencéwf, the members of this
club that the Rev. David Rice wisidlected delegate to the
Constitutional Convention of 1792.9The question whether
Kentucky should be a free State does not appear to have
’ 1

]".I'!J made a distinet 18sue i:t i]LL- l'll'c'lirarh ]"nl' rl".'l.'l';'.l

years the people had been greatly disturbed by questions

of ir_n-.'--||>-.1:_|||-r|1-¢-. -_'I‘nl‘-'n'il.-_" ont of the BErong n!-z;r'rti:lllll
made to their separation from Virginia. There were not
more than fifteen thousand slaves in Kentucky, and the
settlers did not appreciate the paramount importance of
the slavery question. George Nicholas, an able lawyer
and !-.t,[;|[.-[;,|, from ‘Lr:r":';.!li:a ;t‘.lli b .x']:L\'v—]ml-].l:!'_ WwWas 1.:'|1._'
controlling spirit of the convention and drafted the Con-
gtitution. This instrument forbade the importation of
slaves into the State for sale, or of any imported into
America since 1789, and empowered the Legislature to
enact laws permitting emancipation.

The Constitution of 1792 was not submitted to the
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people. It had hardly gone into operation when a strong

free-State sentiment declared itself. This was ;_-'rlln_-l‘u[
among the ]’v.‘l|>-’§~[-f. and also among the ['l‘l'h}l_‘.l-”]'i.".t:-'._, the
next sect in !iiI‘I'I‘“;-"Il- force and immfluence. It was ghared
by many of the leading men in and about Danville, Pat-

! [
rick Brown and his brother William, of Nelson County,

vorn penaoriall anrtiva 1 wetanidiniea 11 ’|. ( Y

were especially active in extending it. he Constitution
bsiil - 1idard +hat +the 1 il et ' — - 1
had provided that the people might vote for or against

a convention to revise that instrument. A first vote was
to be taken in May, 1797, and a second in May, 1798. If
both these should be in favor of a convention, the Legis-
lature meeting in the winter of 1798-"99 was to order an
election of delegates to be held in May, 1799; and the
convention was to meet within three months thereafter
(B2eo Article X1 of Constitution of 1792). 'The Constitu-
tion needed amendment in several particulars; but the
abolition of slavery was undoubtedly the dominant issue
at the polls in 1797 and 1798. 'The vote in the latter
year gtood 8.804 for the convention, 3.049 acainst. The
issue had been fairly made up; the State had been thor-
llil;f‘l.!?;_f canvassed : and the result showed that the free-
State party had a majority of nearly three to one. If the
convention could have been held in May, 1793, immedi-
ately after the election, Kentucky would have been made
H 1‘!‘:-|- State :j[]-[ Ii|-‘ CAansecs of [4 rl'-] war ‘1'_'51!'”}1'45 jll
the germ.

On the 25th of June. 1798, the Alien and Sedition Law
was passed by Congress. The wave of instantaneous re-
action against it became a tidal one in Kentucky. George
Nicholas and John Breckenridge, the defeated leaders of
the pro-slavery faction, promptly availed themselves of
he excitement to recover their control of affairs. Public
meetings were called to denounce the Federalists. At
these, Henry Clay, then a few months over twenty-one

years of age, was first revealed as a popular orator. In
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November, when the Legislature met, John Breckenridge
offered what history knows as *the Kentucky resoln-
tions of 1798.” They were passed by both Houses, ap-
proved cn the 16th of the month, and forwarded to Con-
Zress and the L _:Ii*i;llli]‘q_'ri of other States. A hot answer
was returned by Massachusetts. Before the election in
May, 1799, Kentucky was ablaze with political excitement
against the Alien and Sedition Law, and John Brecken-
ridge, Benjamin Logan, John Rowan, Felix Grundy, and
other pro-slavery men who were advocates of the Ken-

1 ‘i 1 Fi ] cooll . 1
in-*L_‘-.' resolutions, were elected delecates to the conven-

tion called to revise the Constitution. The all-important
measure of making Kentucky a free State had been blown

out of sight DY & gusty gide-wind.

Ag Henry Clay and his relation to slavery will neces-
sarily be adverted to more than once in subsequent pages,
It may be well to ascertain here the extent of his co-opera-
tion in the political movement beginning in 1796 to make
Kentucky a free State. Mr. Clay armved in Lexington in
November, 1797 (Colling’s * History "), about six months
alter the first ‘LEI'[II]'I'\' of the free-State party at the |"|~
e was admitted to the barin April, 1798, a few days after

he became of age. The second victory of the free-State

[
|'-;:Ec. Wias 11 the _H.'.'- [-lll“-‘.l!l:, I--'..'.l'-.‘| Lhe ll..||I 01 N8

:I;"‘.'ET::| and the vote -||?| ?'ll;t‘v.\ E‘,'.!-“-,. |

period of six months,

Mr, Clay had, from time to time, co-operated with the free-
State party by advocating its objects in a debating society
Rty Bty | 1 1 1 s L il 1
of which he was a member, and by writing some favorable
articles for a local newspaper. There is no proof that he

made any *stump speech

? on the -“”--l'i"" t, and it is 1m-
j-l'-n'-u!-':r- that he did so. In the early summer of 1798 he

Wis CONSPICUOUE a8 i .~|u';|l-.:'|‘ al .'|;._- [.ll"_'-' field meetings
held near Lexington to denounee the alien and sedition
ide b aiid b : e lra sl ot

|:"-l-"- '\'l'*lix”!'_ AL LY Sl '\-I.-|] -I"!I|l ]F|"‘.'|'-.1'|i1.|'!' = .L;”!],

(ieorge Nicholas, the leaders of the pro-slavery faction.

. . e St ¥ 2
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On one occasion of this kind, he and Nicholas “ were put
in a carriage and drawn by the people throngh the streets
of the town amid great shouting and huzzaing ” (Schurf,
‘ Life of Olay”). During the Legislative excitements of
the ensuing winter, and for many years thereafter, he con-

tinned to be identified with the Jefferson party. In April,

o | 1 ¢ 1 s | | 1 | " . 1+ 1 Py —
1799, he married Miss Hart, the daunghter of a wealthy
slave-holder, and became the owner of several slaves. ['he

leetion Tor delegates to the Constitutional Convention took
i '-|-".||||.-| | el Lk Ly Lil CHEESLELAL LECN] Rekd ULy LS Al o n

3-'..;-'-.' in the following ."'liu_k and there is no reason to doubt
that Mr. Clay voted the pro-slavery ficket headed by his
friend John Breckenridge, the pro-slavery leader, or that he
was from that time identified politically with the anti-free-

State men, and owed his rapid suecess to their friendship.

.
H« had become a slave-owner, and found an casy road to
egh the excitement caused by the passage of
the Alien and Sedition Law. In his famous Frankfort
speech in 1829, intended to open his campaign for the

presidency, Mr. Clay coneiliated Northern sentiment by an

apology for his course in 1799, which, with studied euphe-
1S, 1 1eSCr1Ded 88 EnDmiliteine wiin L O e dQecls-
3 £ 41 3 e . o 1 ] - B R -

ion of the majority. But if during the thirty years pre-

ceding this apology Mr. Clay did an aet evidencing his
] 1

desire for a practical effort to make Kentucky a free State,

no biographer has found it,

The free-State sentiment in Kentucky did not die out
after 1799. Agitation continued. In 1807, a Baptist as-
; =1

1N % 1
BT -_|||||I

neer, 186). Manumis-

1018 10 us 1 1 ecame frequent. In he dee-

e ending h 1810, as compared with the one preced-
ing 1t, the nerea n the number of freedmen in Ken-
tucky was one hundred and fifty per cent. In September,

1807, a State convention was held in Woodford County

to form the * Kentucky Abolition Society ”; a commitiee
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was appointed to draft a consfitution,® and the society
was formed and constitution adopted in a similar conven-
tion, held Hi-pfrr!ﬂnn-!' 2%, 1808, at the same lll;!"t'. The
members pledged themselves: “ First, to pursue such
measures as may tend to the abolition of slay ery in a way
which will consist with the Constitntion and laws of the
Commonwealth.”

This society existed many years, and may appear again
in this narrative.

The facts already given will suffice to show that the

bovhood of James G. Birnev was El;h-‘i-f'i under influences

which were distinctly anti-slavery. In his after life, he
was accustomed to say he could not remember a time

when he believed slavery to be right. It is not improb-
able that he had mever heard, before he went to Prince-
ton, such a belief expressed by any respectable person.
[{e may not have heard it at Princeton, for the time had
not then come when slavery was defended on its merits or

on Biblical ground.

* The entire constitution of the * Kentucky Abolition Bociety" was
r-‘ihli]lﬁ-']u:-i Oetober 9. tf‘.'_",f_, in the * Abolition I]i‘.r]ii::_{-']ll'l'l'," i r;Ju_r:_.'h]_';

paper, published at Shelbyville, Ky., by the Rev, John Finley Crowe,

under the auspices of the society.




INEY entered the .='I'-||1]l':-]]'.rnf'l‘l'!:L'J.\'. in the
College of New Jersey, in April, 1508, and was gradunated,
course, September 26, 1810. At the time of his
admission the class numbered eighteen; in the junior
vedr, "--".‘_ﬁ.': and at graduation, I'-'n-:'_i\'-.-li'--'-. meveral of
his elassmates became famous in after life as lawyers and
statesmen ; among them were Richard Stockton, of Mis-
gissippi, Oliver S. Ilalstead, of New Jersey, Kensey Johns,
of Delaware, A. De Witt Bruyn, of New York, Joseph
(Cabell Breckenridee, of Kentucky, and George M. Dalla

of Pennsylvania. His room-mate at Nassan Hall was
young Breckenridge, and the intimacy thus formed rip-
ened mto a hife-long fmendship. His pleasant relations
with Dallas led to his .~I’.'-:'_'.il;_-_" law in the oflice of Alex-

ander J. Dallas, the father, and to a corri *|:--!=_I!~-E"'I' vhich

e | | W
extended over many years. He was popular with his elass-
IMATeR AN _I i.l'E:ll".'.'—_-l 5'|"i|!.‘-. :\-“‘.II!:Il' 1|i- I"l|- 1"-_|!I'|'-~.1'.:l ]-fll i|L
Indignation when it was announced that the first honor

of the eclass had been eiven to another. but he calmed
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losophy, general literature, and the classics. e was espe-

cially proficient in Latin, and read it easily without a die-

tionary—a practice he kept up during life. Much of his

[
I
£
{ime in college was given to preparation for debates and
A

to his studies in logic and moral and political philosophy,
pursued under the direction and instruction of Samuel
.“\l:‘.!lJiriErl_' ."\Iujlh, Doctor of Laws, Doctor of lli'ajljil_‘-'. and
president of the college. Dr. Smith was a man of strong

character, extensive learning, and captivating eloquence ;

he was an expe lorician and a most plausible ecasuist.
His qualities gave him great influence over his pupil, an
i fluent i-‘.i?-!-- [or many years in the latter’s course
in 1 The doector was a Princeton eraduate : he had

E'!'--~§|i—':|! of a "'.'i!'-_"iluit'. .‘,.!::'.':-' fonr VIS, |'.:|-f re-
| ' it

to Princeton in 1779 as professor, and had been

been
turne:
made president in 1795. He took a deep interest in all
questions touching slavery and the African race. In 1787

he !.-t:"a;'3~i;:--| an elaborate work. “ An Esszav on the Causes

of the Variety of Complexion and Figure in the Human

Species,” ete. In 1810 he published, at New Brunswick,

a second and enlarged edition of this work, with an ap-

pendix. It is remarkable for the ingenuity and varied
learning displaved by the anthor in defense of his theors
of the unitv of the race : and it i= still an interestine book
for the general reader. Durine the stay of James G. Bir-

ney at the college, Dr. Smith was preparing for the press

the great work of his life, * Leetures on Moral and Polifical
Philosophy.” They were published in 1812, at Trenton,
in two volumes. Both the Essay * and the * Lectures ™
formed part of my father’s library in Alabama, being kept
on the same ghelf with “ An Essav on the Treatment and

Conversion of African Slaves in the British Sugar Colo-

|
ies,” by the Rev. James Ramsay, M. A. (London, 1784) ;
“ The 'H:Z.-i'-.".'u' of the Rise, Progress, and .-'ki'-'-u|l]'|i~]|r_'|| nt

of the Abolition of the African Slave Trade by the Brit-
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ish Parliament,” }'_"*' Thomas Clarkson, M. A. (2 vols,, first
American edition, Philadelphia, 1808). The ¢ Lectures ”

were mementos, and the other works relics of his college

1 1
Dr. Smith taught his pupils that men are of one blood,
=

and that slavery 1s mneg Mmorally i | an | politicall 3
bi 1.l L1 1101 ] remectyv ex Dt 111 vl 11 MMAanuImil=E-
1031 | 1 I |
1LV } '| L I I i 1 LLC L
1 . 1 .
AT 1011 11 W= AN Cal O i Caaly b 1l

11 1 P PR . e 1§ hat o P ety AV el [ |
['l'.."l 0 sacriiace 1 ; that PrOperty: rifriils 0 .l.'l KINGS

should be held sacred, ete. “ What free I'i'il‘ﬂ]'.'." he asks,
in his * Lectures,” “would allow their legislature to dispose

In the same manner of anv other portion of their pron-

erty : 115 '-'-[: IISLTY .'i|l|-:'f:.'~ 1O The mModern reincd
Ty | 114 alrl s lvad 3 1 J T . St I i i - '
wretchedly bald : but 1t had 1ts etlfect 1 18110, I.’:;.'_u.‘l-'
1 ¥ ] "' 1

A VOutn LT {iI W1L 11 Jl 1 LWO Vears 1l 1 iL D ol
venerated preceptor !

During his college life the discussion of slavery in the
' o S b S S T R | A +) 1y 1
counitrywent on without miermission. n 1sU4 the State

of New Jersey had passed a gradual emancipation act, fol-
lowing the example set by New York three years before
anil I & ':".'-'_"!'-:I! ia at all earlier date. In thosze "

States slavery was in process of extinetion under a settled
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":'.H‘\

spoken friend of abolition, and some of the leaders of the

free-soil movement in the State resided at Princeton.

Manv of the students were from the Southern States, and

1L may De 4.i'|'i"""'! that the slavery discussions were sSpI1Tr-
ited. What part was taken in them by James . Birney

is noi i'r-,-..'-_r“_ '|'5::|i E:|'-:.§=| oL :i.--ill'.';:' ~l::,'-r.-‘-'*. W |-.f:||'.'-.'

il

by his repeated statements in his manhood that he had

but as to the remedy for 1t, his judgment

never done go :

may have been '\'..'II'|“"-E and his generous ardor chilled l'_‘s'

1 1 w7 " 71 s Ty 1 \ L |
the plausiple fallacies of Fresident »miti.

In his collere career there was little to interest the
croneral reade i v breac] of « pline re not
. 1 1 1

Serlons, and ne wis 1 orpOd standlnge with the Tacu

Ll R, ¥ s ) L L r 1.1 . 1 1
With the Rev. Philip Lindsley. tutor in lancuages, he con-
tracted a friendship which confinned through life. Dy

Lindsley became afterward president of the University of

4} il ."\-;!.-:"=-.il|=-. :::-.-'i WHE r:.lx ‘.';::J.--;"r I‘_’:Hl'hl. Ol 8@V-

eral visits to Huntsville, Alabama.




1810-1514.

RerurNiNGg to Kentucky immediately after taking his
-Ei|-|n-.'rl.|. he ]':-l..‘".'L"] a few t!;'.j.'.é at home, and then .i'"i1'-""[

the party of Mr. Clay’s friends who were escorting him

il |!i!‘:'_' his canvass of the I J"II‘ i seal il: Congeroess,
On this « irsion. which lasted about a month, | ecan

Kentucky pe .. His heart was qr von by the
tact and kindness of Mr. Clay, and he remained for man
vears th r an admirer and - of that en !

- i P L | expe ) study law a
Danvil but had hardly read a chapter in Blackstone
fore his father made the necessary arrangements for him
to become a student in the office of Alexander J. Dallas,
then a celebrated lawver and the United States District
Attorney at Philadelphia. The next three vears and a
half were spent in that city, except the time taken for a

3 to Washington
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ing trials and hearings was required, with a full report on
the points involved. The office library was large and the
books well chosen. Mr. Birney made good use of his
opportunities, and was admitted to the Philadelphia bar,
passing a creditable examination.

The soeial advantaces he I.'!..::--"-'-'ni during his long resi-
dence in I'i.f[;:ni--:j-i;iai were veEry great His purse was

liberally supplied by a generous father, who imsisted that

he should live in all I’ a man of fashion. His
dress was costly, and he drove tandem a pair of blooded
bays it him from @ \\ N pastiil After tl
fashion h he wi high, r-topp tasseled
bo vh He had no [ dis-

pation, but he cultivated the tastes, and was -
omed to making libe: expenditures to gratify them
During life he was noted for his rich and tasteful garb,
: 2

love of fine furniture, beautiful table gervices, and good
horses. He frequented the society of people of culture,
finding them both among the Uli;l!wr'— and the fashiona-

]
i

Cs. ”l' I:_=i:,'|l‘ ILIICIOLSs .‘!l'li‘.l.'l]ll_f.‘l:'J o8 INoOong mei eill-
]

nent for talent. It was then his life-lone friendship with

Abraham [.. Pennock, the Quaker merchant, was formed,

ind that he made the a 'i::;._,'"_;l!.-"_' of Mr. Forten, the

ored I-1 For tl excellent man he coneeived

- e Bl 1 Ber R
i Dign regard, snowing it Dy ".'I.-.lr=l','_ on Nim 1n alvel l.",:]:—
whenever | '.i~ii 3! [’J!i:r;l-]-. !E-i.];l. Mr. Forten was :L[;;- 1=
lirent, thouehtful, and full of sympathy for his race, and
was just the man to diseuss slavery with his young Ken-
tueky friend We have no proof that he did so, or that

1 4 ¥ | 3 +13 #

18 Atteltlon was espel ||||- L LT "] Lo {]il"}' 161161001 Od
1 1 1
=LA Ye] then avine ol 111 NAL SLAL I‘| \i L |"‘\| |‘ ne
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1514—1815.

Hi did not have to wait long for business. The Dan-

ville Bank made him its regular attorney, and his popular
1

. i | = 1 - |-
manners, thorough preparation, carefulness in deta Is, dili-
| ' !
] :l.‘.ll H | '_"'-w-[ "I_'Et'!l[:l_'-'
e

cence, and enerey soon secured for h
He traveled the ecireuit, which included several counties,

ind practiced 1m both CIVIL and crim nal cases, gainl LEr 1)

valuable professional experience. The condition of affairs
In e Stati ||:. ver, |:||'! vented s court pnracti [ DM
being Incrative, ‘The war had uns lo.> THheanss
P [ 101 1L | |-.i- 'y M 'E_I' 1

River had been calamilious ; money wias scarce ; the |'..]':\:

judgments, were passed in aid of the debtor elass; and

they were in force from January, 1816, to February, 1818.

The young lawyer |?--;':"-.--|£ 1' ] -,.-r' 11 come from the
L11 I} ment of elaims

i tified himself with the eommunity in which
he lived. Soon after his return to Danville he was mad

monies of the initiation. At the fall elections in 1814 he
Wis 1-]!-I-I|-|] to the town .1 in l 18 4 member of that

body was active in founding the Danville Academy. He
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mixed freely in social life, attending balls and parties and
renewing the acquaintanceships of his youth.

Among the girls he had known from childhood was
Agatha, the fifth daughter of William MeDowell, United
States Distriet Judge, and niece of George Madison, Goy-
ernor of ]‘Li'!l[!!l']\}', and of Eii.nl:!.'jl Madison, of Virginia.
The admiration he had felt for the pretty and vivacious
school-girl was changed into love for the accomplished,
iilh-l]il'_ﬁ-'r_-;l?. and L']li:l'lth:_;' WOITi1. H[.—' 'ﬁ.'luljt‘.g Wis Blic-

cessful. Relatives and friends were all pleased. The

:'i'lu.-:n‘.-x |-ii1|]l'!' l,'.'.éi-c i'--!'_'_"--i that the lady .:,u-[u[]-._n-q] 0o a
family noted for its stanch Presbyterianism. The mar-
rizee took place on the lst of February, 1816, It proved

to be a ]t:ﬂ"!-‘_’-' one until the decease of the wife in 1838.
The husband was always loving, considerate, and respect-
ful; and the wife was happy in her husband, her children,
and her home, over which she presided with the love of a
mother, the grace of a tactful hostess, and the skill of a

model housewife. She elung to her husband with un-

wavering faith throngh his varying fortunes. In the last

vears of her life, while sufferine from infirm health, she

folt .I-.*---:':|_\' the alienation of her kindred and former

friends from her husband. The plan of this sketeh does

. 3 1 . " . . 1
not permit more than the above brief mention of the do-
111 | 'l|- 11ect

':I!-.!!:' _| WEere Eev I'::] '|:-."E:~'|':’!Il]-| --|:1'\.-'-'-..

i £ I | 1 £ -4 v 4
v his father and father-in-law. His ACCEPTANCE
them i3 lorieally inconsistent witl ho. andioslasorg
them 18 logically mconsistent with the anti-sliavery

principles and opinions attributed to him in the previous

"|‘.-=ili".’": of this narrative. It may be ||:'.]]i::.'-'--3. however,
by the fact '|.:!i in his dav such inconsistency was com-

mon, Patrick Henry said of slave-holders: * Every think-
ing honest man rejects it in specnlation, but how few in

practice from iw‘;-n'%--;l_-'.ln"--' Irglu‘:i'-.'r-p'[ ‘l,‘l'-..;'!]:] any one be-

lieve that I am master of slaves of my own purchase? I
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am drawn along by the general inconvenience of living
without them. I will not, can not, justify it.”

Washington did not free his slaves except by will ; and
the Rev. Stanhope Smith, logician, had persnaded himself

L
1 ']
rl

ugh slavery wag wrong in principle, it was right

i'.- i'.".'"'!._"'"‘. I. sl he ,'5':',"|i|'|'! |!.._!5 i.'l :] .T,‘,'[[|“*~ ir

J’.il'-l;r"- of 1816 there wig no outward imdication of the

L r 1} olitionist; but the prineiples wers
lnter nim, ai 1 wi to0 be made vizab in the fierce
political heats of the future. In the summer and autumn

of 1815 he took an active part in the political campaign,

making stump speeches in favor of Henry Clay for Con-
ITEEE, and of reorge Macison for (Governor. Both of
these candidates were elected.

In Ang

-

ust, 1816, at the first election after he became

nd thus eligible under the Con-

1 T T 4 %y 1 r F Fi i
twentyv-four vears of ace, fl

kR I'-II!I, !‘Il' Wils 1'|l'1'|r'li r1:|'_r;:|.*'}' |.*]. [EI-' [,ll'.'\l I' ,Ht'*ll_-'l' '.'3:

the General Assembly of Kentucky, virtually without op-

110} :'_|||_I !!: ':|||.-_:.|_ l|i_- '\'.'.'i\! 01 |i:|‘ .-'-'|'l||ili i:_'l'.. Ir:‘ fi|| I-Il[-
lowing December. There were one hundred and fifty-one
1 I ® - 1 - 1 |
tatutes passed at the Bession, and In shaping them ne
rendered valuable service. Standing committecs were not
+1 om | R AT, W "II £t 14 ll:-l'l":' s '|"'-.|"l_.|- ||I. ,'r“, Y RIR N '|,|'||'
LIOCTI KNNOWI1 111 e 1eZisinilve [ il Lil LI, §

he was appointed on several special committees to which

important bills were referred, and repeatedly on privileges
. ; antir | BT 1 +hs mac Ty # 1' ay 1. W i -
and elections. He proeured the enactment ol a law to 1m-
corporate the Danville Academy and to appropriate the
nroceeds of eertain lands for its endowment; and of an-

other to prohibit the ecireulation of private notes as eur-

l

irtin ). Hardin and John Adair

)\ I
3 S but Mr. Adair was defeated

1OT L | nted Stat i

-!-l\ 1illi!!! ] [':'E;:wll.:--!_ I:- Bl ||!:||"il|:l n II L I -'-|I:'.E"!‘.
“ecommemorating”? Jackson’s vietory at New Orleans;
and another relating to the free navigation of the river

f"-];--j--i:_-_.-u prote ling
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ang authorities of the “steamboat Enterprise,” under
“ the pretended anthority of a law eunacted by the Legis-
lature of the late Territory of New Orleans,” declaring
that Kentucky will maintain inyviolate, by all legitimate
means, the richt of her citizens to navigate said river and
its tributary streams, and requesting the co-operation of
I'l-!:!1.-_1.'|'-.'.'t!.'i:l, Il\1i1'l'_"flll';l, l_”lii-- lu‘la]i;i!l:l. and i,filii‘*éiih:l.

[t was at this session he gave the first sign, so far as
known, of his unwillingness to be used as a tool by the
slave-holding interest. The Senate had passed without
oppogition a joint resolution requesting the acting Gov-
ernor to H[h'ls il s'i-:‘!'-~§a-':r|||i-:|~'|~ with the Governors of
[ndiana and Ohio, respectively, with a view to procure in
each of those States the enactment of laws for the recap-
tion and delivery of fugitive slaves. In demanding this

1]

measure, the slave-holders stood upon their alleged legal
richts as embodied in the United States I'li;‘iii‘.'-' slave act
of 1793. When it came to the Honse ' Wias "u'l'l__"l'l"'-"“."'l.".-
opposed by James G. Birney, and defeated. * What!” he
asked, “shall the State of Kentucky do what no gentle-

uy

After the vote the

1.1 "
man wounld—turn slave-catcher?

.-:::*.--|'_'x men rallied, and, under the able ]"""i"l'-"l"jl' of

Judge Rowan, suceeeded in passing a substitute, which
omitted the most .rlu_i‘---lf--n:::-?_-- |.‘i1.:'_,"!I;:_;_.'-' and softened the
tone of the '-':':.:i:'l.'ll ‘.'-.‘:---I'l{jll_l_. H . |;!|'r|+-'-,' .;:.i not vote

for the substitute. About twenty years later, he said he did
believe his opposition fo the measnre wonld have cost
him a single vote in Mercer County, that cotton was not
|-.:!|_‘_" in 1517, and he was not aware that any unfavorable
comment on hig course had been made Fl_'-,' the press. In

tact, he attached no special importance to it at the times

-9
”l‘ Wils i

ready sighing ior a wider sphere for his am-

| :’I"EI. The !\-.l'.‘.';lif'!x_ W :-;lil_-r- L Illl_ll ]If-;;iil':'l ]l!::l'u- Were

already erowded by distinguished and able aspirants.  Clay.
- W l 4 .

Crittenden, Adair, Hardin, and others of the generation
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-

before him would be his competitors for many years to
come. with fearful odds in their favor. A Mr. Love, :

friend and fellow-member of the Legislature, was intend-

ing to go to Alabama after the adjournment of the ses-
sion, and pressed him to visit that Territory with him.
He did so, and was so much _i:l.--:z-u-ci with 1ts fertile soil
ind the ||..ij:i. al and |'!"'5I":":.'-'E!;l; prospects open to him in
the embryo State, that he decided to close up his aflairs in
|\--;’.‘ilu'i~._'~' and make his future home in Alabama. His
plan was to practice law in the Huntsville eircuit, and re-
side on a plantation near that growing town. Af that
day, in the far South every lawyer was a politician, and,
if he was rich enough, a planter. Clement C. Clay, Arthur
I. Hopkins, and Reuben Chapman, all of Huntsville, fol-
lowed the three occupations. James G. Birmey bought a

plantation in Madison County, near Triana and tl

nessee River, and within two honrs’ ride of Huntsville. To

this ] lace he removed with his ]Ls'l!lli:_'- in 1 nruary, 15135,




CHAPTER VIII.
LAWYER—PEANTER-POLITICIAN.
181S—-1823.

[x 1818 the roads between Danville and Huntsville
were such as are -“--l:llf:-rr:l_‘; found 1n new and El--:tﬂl_‘f
wooded countries. Railroads and even turnpikes were
then unknown in Kentucky and Tennessee. Rough pas-
sage-ways were chopped through the forests by the pioneers.
f|'|.l-' ~'~I.']:l|| trecs were cut :m'u_k': S[HI]I['-.H :r:|-| ];[!"_f-- trees
vere left, and about these the wagon-tracks wound in the
most convenient curves. There were no ditches, no grad-
ing the roads on higher levels; the drainage was as Na-
ture made 1it. I[.!ILL [I[l'Hll'ii" tool of the ]Iiln]:r't'!‘.-' was the
axe, not the spade. There were long stretches of flat lands,
where the water :"-1." a foot 11!'!'5? several months in the
_"."L!!'_ 'E'|||--~- were ||‘.'|!||' ]l.‘l.~~‘;|ir||* 511'\.' T2OrUuroy |';|‘;;~._"-,'-.';1:\'-,
constructed of small logs, cut into twelve-foot leneths
;|."_-i covered 1.'-i1i1 .JIil;r:] ]1!'.‘1?|I‘}|I'~', |r leaves m Onl.
Rude bridges of heavy timbers were thrown over narrow
|

hich were too deep to be forded. The broader

e
-

reams were crossed on flat-boats, !1-'|||'-|| over by means of

[ L 10 the

strong ropes which were stretched from one ban

other and fastened at each end. The i|';:||-!-..rl:|.'5--u of
coods was effected in covered wagcons, each drawn i-_x four
or six mules or horses. For mutual aid of drivers in case
of miring, these wagons were driven in frains. When they

met eacly other on & ciusewny, one H';!iil wag driven s .--]...;._-
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nracticable to the left side of the road and halted,

bR |

allowing scant room for the other to pass. When the driv-
ers met citizens in vehieles, they would often refuse to
aive room, compelline them to turn, drive back, some-
o |

times for miles, and leave thi il unt

III:.I.I. r|‘1"' IL Ly 1|ill'll 21l 1 Cl Ll | 1

i O1 L Gl Wiy "-'\.li 1 ¥ WillrOll- 1 1

e e ..! :' | & vl ! LrOTLed L) : }

N them | s 1rom |-\ 1 Ky

crowded with immigrants in Febrnary, 1818,

James G. Birney accomplished safely the removal of
his j’;l[ni}_‘.' and property, and at once threw himself with
energy into his new duties. The plantation was in good

ils i1|1t-r|1]1-i] for 1'1':!]1.-' l|;L-[ heen

order, and most of the fie

plowed ; but there were many cares to absorb his atten-

=i 4 T 2 iy 3y i .
didd not prevent him from culti-

vating social relations with the planters of the county,

the lawy it ITuntsy imd the leaders in State poli-
| - J'l-' |_c I'LEOT] ]r""-i,'. 1T 11 I=1s =] 1 | |
MOl s ] i oeEnate cons (] ol a 1 _'| Tl ,'-|:':--' V10

and i1t was hizs humor to go punciiliouzly throuch all the
forms of legislation, diseussing bills sent up from the
H-:-::.ﬂ-, ]J:ji!.ill_' them to vote, gieninge them as Speaker,
countersienine them as elerk, and forwarding them with
clu '."."?Ilill-li_"-' to the Governor. The |.|-.;_"-|=f.|l':|‘n~ mev ot
St. Stephens, a fown on the Tombighee River, about eighty

miles r"--.'il "l] ~:|i:' 2

Gonvarition “shio ElIE. anaHitE sl
was desienated in tl I ' A ¢ passed by ( ir]
In March, 1819, partly thro the intervi in of J:

(r. Birne with Jo I (pritt v ITnited 'S oan = 11
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of members of the Convention; the other of members of
the first General _'\d_ﬂ-rni|l1‘f. Clement C. Clay headed the
first; James G. Birney, the second.® The Convention was
in session from the 5th of July to the 2d of August, 1819,
during which time James . Birney was present almost
as regularly as if he had been a member. That he was a
valuable aid, both because of his literary training (which
was uncommon at that time in Alabama) and his sound

sense and knowledge of the law, is certain. 1Ilis liberality

and humanity, too, have left their traces in the sections of

the Constitution which relate to slaverv. In the Missis-
.‘:,i'|'J' Constitution of 1817 the model had been the one

[Tamed for Kentucky in 1799: but the sections relating

to slavery had been made more harsh. The Kentucky
]!11'1!{'] r'-n_il-"l'.'-'i‘z"'l ‘iil-.' |,l-_'_i-¢1:|[i||'|- (4] 1'|;E:l-'|:':1!I:|!l' _«i:uu---,

with or without consent of owners, on making previous

compensation, and secured an ir:;[s:,-rri;l] frial by E..-Li:.

jury to any slave charged with felony. The Mississippi
copy l[!JIi[H] the E-.'_i.'_'fr];ti]t'l' power of 1']|!.‘|:‘|-'i§.-:||5u:| with-
out consent of owners to cases in which the slaves had
rendered distingumished services to the State, in which cases
full compensation was to be made ; and it secured an im-

partial trial by petit jury to slaves in capitel cases only.
On the first point the Alabama Constitution, which in most
arts was copied from that of Mississippl, rejected the
arsh and narrow Mississippi provision, and empowered
the Lemslatnore to abolish .=5:;L".'I'|"_'1 on making compensa-
tion to owners, as in Kentucky ; and on the second it was

more liberal than either the Kentucky or Mississippi in-

' i g i 14 5 s ¥ I = " diea - 1
strument, as it secured to slaves the petit-jury trial in

|'|"”"""-'”j"“-‘“ for crimes above the ..-_'!'i!!lfa- of petty laree 1y.

It adopted from Kentucky the clause so ominons of future

emancipation: “ So long as any person of the same age or

g 1 " ! ' - 3 - o Fat 1 | -_— g
description shall be econtinued in slavery by the laws of

* See Pickett's * History of Alabama,”
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“Ji:w‘ Hl.‘l.[z-."' ,I\I'ui i'L :LIH-*IE E]'.l' f‘nH-r‘.'{i]l‘_:' :Jl'l‘iiullt "r‘-]l.EI'!L. 1t
is believed, was the first of the kind ever inserted in the
constitution of a slave State :

Secriox 8. Any person who shall maliciously dismember or
deprive a slave of life shall suffer such punishment as would
be inflicted in case the like offense had been committed on a
free white person, and on the like proof ; except in case of in-

[t 18 true that these words are found in the Georgia

Constitution of 1798 ; but they are rendered nugatory by
the addition of a second exception : * And unless guch death
ghould happen by accident in giving such slave moderate
correction.” Such deaths were not uncommon in Georgia;
but, as no master was ever tried, convicted, and hanged for
the murder of his slave, all the deaths, to use the consti-
tutional ]f!|;“:1~--, must haye !:;1|||||'|-,-.-li -"‘.1'_ aceldent.”

It may be well to note here that the General Assembly
of Alabama for mMany years exercised 1ts power to emin
i'il'ilf v slaves. The statute books of the State show the
number freed at each session for the first eleven years of

e been as follows:
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[n October, 1819, James (. !:f!'!u-}' took his seat as a
representative in the first General Assembly of Alabama,
and devoted several months to the task of legislation. Of
the large number of organic acts passed at this session, we
know that he aided in the preparation of the elaborate
“act to regulate the proceedings in courts of law and
equity ”; and that he was the author of the *“act con-
cerning the trial of slaves,” which allowed paid counsel to
all slaves tried by jury, and which execluded from the jury
both the master and the prosecuting witness and the rela-
tives of both. This law made effective the constitutional
provision on the subject ; it was the outcome of a sentiment
of justice and humanity toward a class that had few friends.

At this session eircumstances occurred which eclosed
the promising polifical career of James G. Birney.

The fall races took place in November on the Hunts-
ville course; and under the pretext of attending them
with several fine horses, General Andrew Jackson remained
wo or three weeks in the town, becoming meanwhile inti-
mate with many of the members of the Assembly. After

his victory at New Orleans he had been generally regarded

oy L

at the Southwest as a foture President. In November,
1815, Aaron Burr had sugeested him as an available can-
didate ; and in 1819 the idea had assumed a certain force
in polities.  In January and February of that year Gen-
eral Jackson had PAassi d several weelks at Washineton @ in
Febroary he had accepted public receptions at New York,
Philadelphia, and Baltimore ; and in March his journey

from Knoxville to Nashville, on his return home, was a

continuous and macenificent ovation, mihtary :'.I:'] Clvil.

= S b - « a4 os) . Ay 2]

E|.--|;_'_;?1 ne dented 1t on several oceasions, the préesidaentiad
I

bee was already buzzing in his bonnet.

In ,Hl'l;:hl:l Lhe .i':fi|!i~i.|~!ri i-'f['llilf'!\.-“fl Wis I-E'II!I:|1:I|_'C
reater than in any other State of the Union: he had

fought battles and won victories on its soil, he had protect-
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ed the men. women, and children of the State from massacre
by the Indians, and he was the hero of New Orleans! He

was almost a fellow-citizen, too, for he owned a farm near

Ty - .1 1 " -. 1 3 "l 1]
Mugeumbia, on the Alabama b nd of the enneszee River.

ltl the miist ol [].I' ""':':"'::I"'-II:"E-E"!‘.’..’I] |‘J-]'|"!:.."-Il!-_-‘~ V1=11
a Colonel Rose. of Auntauea County, 4 member of the As-
sembly, offered for adoption a joint resolution of the mos
. : , :
CoOmpllmentary conaractier to OENeril, il LCL 11 nim
i nol it the presideney. Mr. Birney had no per-
1 . {1 5 X . . 1 s
onal nostiity to the ,'_--‘-!':|. For a resolution OI11-

pliment 1 as a military chieftain he would prob-
ably have voted—he had done as muech in the Kentucky
Legislature—but his deepest convictions made it impos-
? : !

gible for him to pledee himszelf to Jackson’s pohitical for

ttunes. ']'-- !-;I-| l'llll‘ neral r:'-!_-u-::!'e--i a contemner of
I."I n hi | I Ko L Y1l 1 ian wh )y iI ii.':'!..i'-'; -

buthnot and shooting Ambrister, in April, 1818, had dis-
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rom the plants, no clumsiness in picking, no ignorance
ginning and baling. Kentucky farm-
» seen a cotton field could not at once
be made profitable operatives in one.

The idea of buying a few slaves thoronghly trained
in cotton culture, and using them to train those he had
bronght from Kentucky farms, does not appear to have
oceurred to him during the five years of his experience as
a planter. It may be stated here that, although James G.
Birney was a slave-holder for gixteen years in Alabama, he

never bonght a slave in the market., 'Those ta

on with
him from Kentucky had all been obtained from near rela-
tives of himself or wife—most of them bv gift. Before
15:

i
;

2 he had no thonght of interferine with slavery fur-
ther than to restrain importation of slaves into the State,

to make public slave-markets illegal, and to punish mas-

ters for cruelties inflicted. I'hese measures were the

1
LA

natural result of early impresgions, patriotism, train-

Ing lor puablie lLife, and generosity of temperament: and
1
]

in none of them did he go beyond what was approved by

+1

the leaders of public sentiment of that day in Alabama.
This is proved by the adoption of his measures by the

Constitutional Convention and the Legislature of the
State.  In 1822 his feelings in regard to F*I‘.I".‘I:'i_: glaves of
a professional slave-trader were such that if it had been
|r|'--|n._---~E to him he would have answered, * Is E!j_l servint

A 1 1 1 1 P I' 1 | L]
i doe, that he should do this thine ?

ay

His manner of living at this time was not economical.

He did not ||-.-.‘||1 himself the luxuries to which he had

been accustomed from his youth. A carriage, fine driv-
ing and saddle horses, expensive furniture, and a lavish
hospitality, he regarded as indispensable. In Kentucky

he had fallen into the fashion, universal in those days

among Southern gentlemen, of playing for stakes and lay-

i[i'_' Wiarers on ]Ill!"--'-!':||'-'-_-1_
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[{enry Clay and Daniel Webster were noted examples

of devotion to the gaming-table, and they did not differ

in this respect from other public men of their day, espe-

iallv of the South., who were not members of the Chureh.

This fashion is still prevalent in some parts of the South

L« Il 1 | v ol
Ammong ogl tlemen. That 1t 1s not yert looked on 1n Ar-
kansas as a vice ma) ‘erred from the testimony re-
cently volunteered by Attorney-General Garland, before a
CONIress10nal committee, that he had alwavs **lost at
poker.” For several years Mr. Birney had been so for-

tunate as neither to lose nor to win: but a man of his
generous disposition could not escape the common fate of
all who tempt chance. Several heayy losses in the period

. |
lures as a planter, com-

now under review, added to his fiu

pelled him to borrow money on mortgage security given
upon his plantation and slaves.

his wife's family ; and it would

have eut him to the heart to see them sold separately un-
cer the nammnier to suchh masters a8 chnance mient Provide.

which was sacredly kept; the other, to pay off the mort-
o [ ;.|| 1NN1= inlllill']|', v e more acLve !'!.!"I" - "l e
law. 'T'o carry out the latter, he determined to remove to

|;g‘.-'~j!!.-, ]:-.‘l".l.'|,;' 111 chnarge of an overseer until ?u-i[.-r
and slaves, with the exception of

1. "1
[ |

i
Michael, Michael’s wife, and three children, whom he

residence




CHAPTER IX.
LIFE AT HUNTSVILLE

15823=1826.

MapisoNy Couxsty., Alabama., bounded on the north

by Tennessee and on the south by the T'ennessee River, is

remarkable for the depth and fertility of its soil. Its eli-
1 -
e , e . . -
mate 1s genial and healthful, being redeemed from tl
sultriness and blazing heats of the * cotton belt” to the
gonthward., by heavily woolll gpurgd from the mountain-

Wi e 1 thickl opulated county 1n Alabama
Huntsville, the county-seat, was one of the prettiest
towng 11 , Southern countrv. Within two or three
) 1 1 ] ! S . Hml
miles to the south and east a monntainous range, darl
with ecedars, hickories, walnuts, oaks, and other forest
| o] - ! P Py R s R b
L ('} | 1I'e) L1 11 T 0.8 10 \ Dk, Wil 1 1'.|—
eantad vigttos ninthri o A L
sea-beaches, shells, and other siens of ancient deluee ; and
1 1 3 o s g A ] 3 § s ¥ ' '
| LRD 18'Nn eXtremioy, Nattiened 11t {l }'ll.:ll |'-".l'“|-
covered platean, which ended in an abrupt precipice sev-
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eral hundred feet in height. This plateaun, shady, cool,

and commandine a view of the distant hills of Tennessee,

was the summer retreat of the wealthy citizens of Hunts-

ville: it was called Montesano. The site chosen for
. =

Huntsville was on hieh and rolline eround, e:

isily drained.
[t was a high bluff, from the base of which burst one of
the wonderful :x'lua‘in-_-'c of the world. At its very source,

the volume of water was enough to float a vessel of four
el forty feet in width; it was

feet draught in a chann

transparent as crystal, eool, and pure. On rolling hills,
.

1

falling by gentle slopes to the fertile plains of the neigh-

borhood, the town was laid ont. ‘I'he streets were parallel
and cross; and the public square, for the court-house and
county offices, was in the center. The sides of the public
square were built up in stores and shops. The beauty and
healthfulness of Huntsville had attracted a number of
men of fortune and lewsare. General Walker lived m a
honse resembling the Parthenon; it looked down on the
town from a heizght on the east. Ex-Governor Bibb and
other planters oceupied costly mansions. In Janunary
1823, the population exceeded two thousand and was in-
creasing rapidly.

The gudden growth and many advantages of north
Alabama had attracted to Huntsville a large number of
lawyers, Among them were John McKinley, afterward
Representative in Congress, United States Senator, and
Justice of the -“W:'.|||]'|'|r|!- Court of the United States: Clem-

ent C. Clay, Sr., afterward United States Senator; Arth

I, H-:;-'-:”.:---. Willilam Kelly, Harry I. Thornton, James
1l ' and Caswell R. Clifton, all

of whom E'll'f."i'_-' I|:.iff‘.|'_"i|:.='i:--i' il-; |!'I'.-:ir' ].i|'|-_ The
was both brilliant and able. It gave a warm welcome to

James (. Birmey, who had already gained a high standing

dbs i I;!';"."_':-l' -!:'.,' _i|i~' |.1'|';;-;|_.§‘|:ii L&I:;l'i;_l'r_' 011 ':j':.- ||I|.
McKinley, a Virginian, who had practiced law at Louis-
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ville and known Mr. Birney at Frankfort, and the genial
Thornton, a Kentuckian, started a movement w
sulfed in the almost unanimous election of Mr. Bi _
the two Houses of the Alabama General ."&--.-‘4-!:5!-]_‘, HERIE
licitor for the Kifth Circmit. This embraced five of the
most populous counties in the State. The solicitor prose-
cuted all eriminal ecases, and aeted as attorney or counsel

for the State in all civil cases to which it was a party.
For each service rendered a fee was paid from the State

treasury. In the hands of an energetic lawyer the office

When it iz remembered that Mr. |;.r was then
known throuehont the State as an Anti-Jackson man, that
every member of the Assembly was a Jackson Democrat,
and that every member of the Huntsville bar, except one,
belonged to the same party, the l'f-:liJ-EiI:h'I.-‘- of Mr. Bir-
ney’s election will be appreciated. e aceepted the posi-
tion, and enfered at once upon the performance of its
duties.

At the end of the first year of his residence in IHunts-
ville Mr. ]:i:‘ru-_'\' coneluded not to continue his n'-'.'r.l-!'J._!E:
of a plantation which he had learned by experience he could
not in person conduct with profit.

As to --Ir*I:'Iu_'.ir:_'_f aoaln an overseer, 1| would not do
that, for during the year of his absence he had been un-
able to prevent the exercise of brutalities toward the slaves,
the overseer insisting that he conld not manage without
using the lash. The complaints of

when he visited the plantation and f

hese poor creatures
ieir appeals to him
affected him '!""1{‘-.:' Mentionine his difficulties to his
friend and neichbor, Mr. William Love, the Kentuekian
who had served with him in the Kentus Legislature and
migrated with him to Alabama, that gentleman offered to
\!’fil'-.' from him all the glaves, at a low t e, to be |‘J one

fourth in cash and the rest in installments at long date.
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Mr. Love was known as a kind-hearted man and humane
master who did hiz own management. ‘L'he slaves were
satisfied with the change, and rejoiced that they were not

to be separated. 'The arrangement was carried into effect

. 1 19
at once. the mortoacee fgccepting part 1n cash and Mr.
[Love's notes in satisfaction of the balance. A subsequent

Y a1 ; 11 \ = e p By
sale of the plantation enabled Mr, Birney to satisfy the
s 5 . 1
claim secured upos wnd 1 im fri rom debts and 1n
pasy circomstances. About the same time he bought a

valuable half-acre corner lot in Huntsville, two gquares

|
1. 1 Ly |
neac oL Lne

from the g Spring.

[n 1824 and 1825 Mr. Birney had become so prosper-
ous in worldly affuirs that he erected a large brick house
as a family residence. With successive additions and im-

wovements it became one of the handsomest and most

convenient dwellines in Huntsville. It was on the ecorner

I ordered with

¥ i 1 ey 11
ol two streets, \ broad. paved sidew:nlk,
Uhing trees, 1'_".'.I'!!'.-"| aloner the streel sides o1 Lhe |||'l:;1-

ertv, and a hiegh wall sheltered from view a beautiful gar-

] ' . 1 = 1 1 i

Cler [" . Vil """!| Orniamie Ll il '] I Ill].. and wias Kent

I lent order under the supervision of the mas 1l
n.ily 1 1 1 - | (g > -

mistress, both of whom had a decided taste for hort

culture.

[t was his custom to spend about half an hour after

tea on spring and summer evenines among the roses,
. 7 . = ' 5 ¥ TR |
vines, and vegetables, giving a touch here and there with

the hoe or pruning-knife, tying up vines, and trimming

l mia > i - . " 3 £1 I

tilé young irees. | Nnis was his favorite recreation, though
1 | WY 1 fah 1 1

LELCE B 41| ANRL ! Wil O B =08 1Y 11111 134F

o | £ = - - b E 1 L 1 § % = : 5 1
]"I';Illlll..- tIIIII!lI L .||II : 1 I: |'|:I= I.. ;- '”.l‘: I.I.IE:'.'..'I- i1l I;I
town and countrv. C(Calls were returned. and dinners and

: P
hle v ]

g riven. The laree double parlors of the house were

nartie
1  l

frequently filled with company. Members of the bar from

abroad were hospitably entertained. A\t the evening par-
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ties there were often musie and dancing

in those davs for verv nice |||-:3||]|-, EVEen -'|i'!"__"'-:]lu'l'_ 18]
drink in moderation ; at dinner parties cut-glass decanters
i

glittered on the sideboard, and wine-glasses of varied hue
and thickness were placed near the plate of each guest.
James (. Birney followed the fashion in this respect. He

1o |-|I1_:‘.-:' [.-r“u'-.‘.'t--_.; it In !l:ﬂ.]!;: 1';:1‘.!~I;|i;1:_-::_ ['lHi were

not to be geen in his house; and, as time rolled on, his
social circle gradually assumed a more erave and quiet

LONE,

” E-!'n?l--ﬂril-i.;:l !-";.-'Tf' !';.i:iu:!_'-. ;.H- |' He |'.:|el
the qualities which attract client He was always in con-
dition for business, and always prepared on his case. lle
was methodical. Letters received were promptly an-
swered, indorsed, and filed. Papers in the same case were
kept together in properly marked jackets; he neither losf
nor misglaid them. He knew how to use files, drawers, and

mirranniohnla aril . -'j | hie 1 nrd Tkl 1t hest Fatint
Moreon-NoLles, and Cconld Y L1ls  BEiidi WI1LNONUL nesitation

O any ||;H|:'!‘ in the olhice, Hj; 1I!.r'"l'.l-!'.‘lll-.:iLJ!Z-—l:-'-rll!x Wils
kept and consulted ; he forgot nothing. If he rejected

business, he did so plainly; if he accepted 1t, he attended

o ]i anil i"|urr'-'r=|;'i||_-'_ “!- studied each ease until he had
I ered both the and the law, and he neve: robia-
continued one because he was n read e was
courteon y 0 {torn and to witn he never
browbeat, but his cross-examinations brought out the
truth, or exposed the equivocations or perjury of the wit-
n He lled in the itement of his cage and in
il mel wldressed to the court. In addressing juries
he was unaffected and imple, rising to eloquence in none
but extraordinary cases. But no man at the bar won
cases more surely. This was partly because he never know-
ingly took an unjust one. A son who wished to sue

father for a board bill was ordered out of Mr. Birnev’s

§i=
£
;
-

office. Men went to hin
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that were marked with strong equities. He compromised
often. and 1t was _:'r"li'!‘:!?i'a' understood that a case could

ETE) ttled w | him n 1tg merits
De setiled W1t niim o1l LG il

As a publie prosecutor he was fearless, but he would not

knowingly conviet an mmnocent man. He would not saeri-
fice an accused party to professional vanity. IHe neither
overstated nor misrepresented the testimony. He repre-
mted lls!_f'-:_'-' . lee, and not il- [;fr-i'-!;-i. When the

E'|-|""'1- Wils :l.":”' i:.'j-.:: Lhe :.!""'El"."l Wil "||;-.-I1‘l- ||‘.' :'-'||-|'i_1'-' =
caped, for juries came to believe that James G. Birney
would not ask a conviction if it were not due.

In such cases his eloquence rose to the occasion, and
he was a match for the best counsel. It is probable, how-
ever, that his remarkable success at the bar was chiefly
dne to his well-established 1'--]-1I[:1iirrtl for moral conrage,
E:ll":’!‘ill‘.'\ Ii”klli-'."ﬂ .'L.h:i |'!:-I-E!'|'.'L'|'Lc-!- ol H;uil:!.i, L-.:;:'lf-||', and
perfect truthfolness. IHe became the most successful
!I:':u'iﬂ'.il-::-!' in North Alabama, with the ];r-";'- &1 E'_’"'il' H-
sional income. As early as 1825, his practice had become
so large that Arthur F. Hopkins, an able lawyer and elo-
quent speaker, and greatly respected in the State, returned

to Huntsville from Auntanea Connty to accept the position

of his junior partner. In 1826 he resigned the office of
solicitor for the purpose of devoting his attention exclu-
I|\ to eivil business.

In a book published long after Mr. Birney’s. death,
”I'I-_"_".' 3. Foote, ex-United States senator, who visited
Huntsville 1n 1825, testified as follows:

The famous James G. Birney was also, at the time mentioned
(1825), » member of the Huntsville Bar, where he was exceed-
ingly loved and respected, When he afterward became the zeal-
ous advoeate of African 5-:1|".!|=5.i‘::-.-',iz-!'.. thouerh his friends in
Alabama could not approve this part of his public career, he
still retained much of their respect and kindness, and his inteo-
rity as 4 man was never called in question by them ; nor were
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his learning and |!|n|l:;'1u'.' as a forensic advoecate, Mr. I'.i_'.']n-_\.‘

was a singularly fluent and polished speaker, and was known to
have given much more attention to the niceties of ort !:Hri:}' than
was then customary among the lawyers of this newly settled
region. (See ‘‘ Bench and Bar of the Southwest,” by H. 5. Foote,
of \Iix'.-:..v'.-[|nl!i. ]

His practice in the local and appellate courts of Ala-
bama and Tennessee continned to grow until the date in
1831, when he began to reduce it, with a view of remov-
g to Illinois. As his professional career 1z of minor in-
terest only in this biography, 1t may be dismissed with the
'tll'_ extract from pages { and 8 of the sketel f hi
life by the Rev. Beriah Green, and a fact stated by a towns-

IMMELTL 2

A single fact from the history of Mr. Birney's professional

career in Alabama, illustrating his infegrity, courage, magna-

nimity, and ‘_'."'.'!l':"m-ll‘ . may be as ;'.'.':'I-Fl.'::|-":' to our readers as il

refreshing to us. The following statement, from authority on

which the fullest reliance may be placed, we give in the lan

.-§;"||I|".' altered, of our informant. Jackson County ]";." in his

circuit. Three yvears’ ||1'2-l'1:.:': there as solicitor had made him
acquainted with nearly all the people of the county. Ie was

]"""""‘.".|1|_"-' ["'!'HI-:r' though as prosecutor he had acted rigorously.

The makine of counterfeit coin had become quite a business in
that county ¢ had 1 cned his « i licitor One
day a young man of very humble and rough appearance applied
to him at Huntsville, where his oflice was, to bringe a suit for

him acainst mme of the most e S ctable men in the ounty, for

having lynched him on suspicion of his having aided his father,

who was a notorious coiner, and who as such had also been
I_"-".!l' hi I Between i'_"]'.i and min hundred of the :Ii'!'|'|-' of the
county, embracing most of the influential men, had associated
tooether as n !_\!11-!| club: and such was their poOwer, that ‘-]ln-_'-.'
inflicted punishments openly—knowing that no verdiet could be
had agninst them in Jackson County, where they would be sure

to get some of their own friends upon the jury, if they failed to

intimidate those whom they had injured. It was hinted to him
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that unless his cause was just and himself free from the stains
of a bad character, it must be far from desirable to engace for
him in a struggle with such an influential corps. BSatisfied in this
hi
i1l

respect, Mr. Birney undertook for bim, and issued 3 Writs

st. the wealthiest and most responsible men in the band, all

It had been his eustom,

\ } court-hous 5 Wi

h il] where thi

court 18 held the S ! befon He had., of course i
travel alone. It was oiven out that he durst not o to the court-
house—that he would be lynched, and so on. He proce eded,

however, as if nothing unusual had happened. Within a few
miles of the village he met a man who was very anxious that he
should return and stay with him till Monday, when the judge
and the officers of the court would be in the village. TIHis ex-

posure, then, would be less fearful., He went on, however, and

put up at the tavern where he usually boarded. On the Sabbath
he was at church, and on ‘nux went about his business as
usual, saluted even those whom he had sued, quietly and in full
self Poss szion, as 1f nothing had '|||~.~' Each wondered

that all excepi him=elf did not insult him. But thev were confi-

-
¥

be tried in due season at Huntsville, the place of his residence.
J'.'.- Firy _.'I,-.' .l:; f_"l ,'I_-._-_.".- aepr. ,F' . "_.- wirrhi? _.-_-'I_-. Iy T ,_..- 1rits o 14 I o ,_.:"_ I
!"_,. lr-',!'l_‘; [} L Y, it / / s r.'-."l- i "f| fire SRS
.'ll 1L (i read { I8 i I I # TEREr TiT L molest
f i |Ill / NI 5 [ ;r? Hn Fhiael 1 A\ ND TH

ABROCIATION DISBOLVED.

Rev. William 'T. Allen, who was brougchi up at Hunts-
'u.“ el flon s .' éll?llll.'.if: r Tact 1n * DlAvVerv as 1t 18

(1838) : “ While T Tive

in the mountain near 1

\ white man, James Helton, huntine in the woods came
HPOIL i:i-‘:-.';. man and commanded him to il The
:«:';1'-.1- iu'|ll‘ 0711 I'ii!":EIi'_": i’ mn fired his !'311!', and the

negro was Killed ™ (page 46).
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Mr. Birney, then prosecuting attorney, drew up an in-

dictment and procured the finding of a true bill against
Helton. The murderer escaped and fled the State.

i Y<r . e i s Tl : iy Yy
|l1 the new LY ]Ic-]:-.l ated otate ol _-\\...lll'.tl:l;-. HE 10 Lie
young States of the West and Southwest, the moral and
1 1'E=

physical courage of every prominent man was put to

quent severe tests. Until communities became settled

ar, what 18 called in the Far West *sand " 18 2
prime ['|-||'.1i~:i‘u_- of character. On many occasions of dan-

and recn

gor oceuringe during the first six vears of his Alabama

residence he met every requirement in this respect. So
well was his reputation for coolness and nerve established
that the inhabitants of Huntsville, a year after he became
a resident of the town, elected him mayor for the purpose
of securing the suppression of the bloody brawls and af-
1'|':|I\'.-' which had become of almost ni;|i|".' ocenrrenee in the
streets and public square. Stabbing and shooting affairs
were making the name of Huntsville a by-word in the
South The officers of the law were helpless and discour-
u;_"--ui, The new mayor reorcanized the foree, headed it
when necessary, making some arrests of disorderly persons
with his own hands, and gucceeded in establishing the
sipremaiacy of the i:l'—ﬂ.'. J[u- ;:1-5--,.-] Lwo years as mayor,
he .'|!;a.i'l'. attached to the office

James (3. l;i|'||"l'. was not of a nature to allow his pro-
fessional pursuits to engross his attention to the injury of
h he lived, What
|'-.-I|-"e'l‘i!-.'-:. | _i-=:1!|;;'-'. concerned him. i"“:'f?:Jl the [E].’_l-.' ,II_I'

]

the interests of the community in whicl
began practice iIn Kentucky as a lawyer, he had shown
the liveliest sympathy with eduecational movements. Ile
had aided in founding and endowing the Danville Acad-
emy. e had become so identified with this kind of
public service that, in 1819, he had been appointed one
of the trnstees of Centre College, at Danville, the new

institution which was expected to grow into the leading
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lilli",'i'l'-i'-'._"»' of the West . and each year afterward he timed
his visits to Iif'n[in-fu_'-' sn a8 to attend the meetings of the
trustees. Soon after his removal to Alabama he had been
;l||'lr||i|;i1-rf trustee of Greene Academy, a classical school at

Huntsville, and he performed the duties of that position

throuch the entire period of his residence in the State.

In 1823, one of i!_;' first acts after }I'I::--‘.::!. [0 town
was to organize the Huntsville Library Company. In
Déecember. he procured a charter in which he was named

rator with Dr. Thomas Fearn, Samuel Hazard, John
Boardman, Miles 8. Watkins, and other leading citizens.

[Te joined cordially in movements for the improvement

of the city. Among these were throwing a strong dam

across the head of the Big Spring; creating a water-

. . . & . 11 y
power II|.'| eérecring works which forced the water '|'LI.|"-"E.'.'|1

a 1 1
L1 vl pipes 101 1 . |||||. ||| [ |"!! .!I' ||'_r A 1 Tl
it v i lc11y o | 11 LivTY i V11 [ i1 | 3
! 1 ) arinsing and 1L Conl LS ]ll PR i L 1=
q I f | e A s i 1 1
1r 4 canal Irom tiig Ihpo Nring daistance oL eleven
1
+1 f y o o
! y the Tennessee River, for the transpo n of
| 1
[ ] 1l other heay PO LN

tiez, and was eradually becoming diginelined to the amuge-
ments common in the South., IHis relinguishment of play

had separated him from many former companions. He

had never been a profane man or joined in drinking-
bouts. His views of life were becoming more serious,
more earnest. In 1825 his children were five in number.
Under the responsibilities of domestie, social, and profes-
:*'i"! al || ];!" i..:|'| oTown i:|i|| 1=||- C l|'---:'|"-.;“:i‘.l- !-‘: :-.‘.!I|
exemplary wl of a family., Iis wi s a faithful
ImMen f the P1 f n Church, and for thre 3
| 1id been her | he Sund i |

two oldest ehildren sat in the pew with their parent

They attended the Sundav-school, and the father sometimes

Went w :|.||. I,:'|"['-J.
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social ties had been formed with many church-members;
also, with the pastor, Dr. Allen, who was an able, learned
man, :l.r"l 1 _‘_"1'1:|']-'r1|:~.11 who 1‘1-4'1!?!1[!]1'1'3'1-.'-:L 1'r-!i_2'::1lli In f;j::
conduct, From his youth up, James (. Birney had rev-
erenced ]'u_*|i.'__‘iu.r1; he had mever been a .H]irjllil.'. and he
felt a profound respect for the Church and the duties of
its ministers. His deep and sincere nature and love of
truth predisposed him to the acceptance of religious prin-
1'iEr]L' H '.]I‘.‘ _u".li-]l' 1'1‘ 'r« |'I i'rE||| ].‘j.« I']l'il.[': il:l'1: ||L'i'?l WO
}:I':' the ||-':!ii1_‘\ of Jli-"la ils 1-'-Zl'|'§!!l]i[it"l in hig beloved wife.
[f she had been an Episcopalian, he might have been
better content; but it probably never occurred to him to
prefer the Church of his fathers to hers. Ilis nature was
too broad for sectarianism. For two or three years his
tendencies to a relicious life had been go marked that
when, in the spring of 1826, he made a public profession
and connected himself with Dr. Allen’s church his friends
and the publie were not surprised.

From that event dates his new and better life, his per-
formance of dnty as he saw it, his inereazingly intelligent
congcience. From that time he began that slow moral and

* i 1 L I, . 1 e P 1 . = 4
intelleetual growth which, in a few vears, brought him to

the full stature of a philanthropist and statesman. In
future chapters will be traced the almost imperceptible
deerees by which he rose from measures designed to

benefit his locality to those for the good of his State, the

mouth, and, finally, the Ouniry. His _:'!'~a'~".'i‘|l Wils 1-1".'_'leii.l'.
not spasmo lic. In all he did he was r'|l':'.."{l\.' the |II'H:]:i-'|.
of I‘ill- best -:'],-"I:‘,-":u‘-é of .‘“'t;i‘:'.:||'|,'| _—.li'[l‘{:\-_ .:Jl|rir hia IMoOvVEe-
ments in advance were on the prolongation of the lines
on which he started.
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OxE of the first effects of his conversion to the doe-
trine of doing as you would be done by was the revoeation
of his refusal, made in 1824, to act as attorney or legal
protector of the Cherokee nation, which occupied the
northeastern corner of the State. The position was not
desirable, popular prejudice running high against the
Indians and manifesting itself in frequent depredations,
outrages, and crimes against their property and persons.
Co protect them in their legal rights was not easy; and it
exposed thi il!'-r?--l".l'!' L0 [i|l‘ }l.'l.‘"‘.'-i 1:|' ]‘|I[]!-.'!I.-~'. Mr. !HI'-
ney had refused to act in this eapacity, but the reasons

he had offered did mot satisfy his sense of

luty, and he
notified the chiefs that he wounld accept, 1f they had made
no other arrangement. They closed joyfully with his
offer. The plan of this volume will not permit me to re-

count his acts in behalf of this harrassed and 0P] ressed

people in the six years beginning with 1826. He caunsed
missionaries to he sent and schools to be established
among them; he encouraged them to cenltivate farms,
build houses, and open roads; he aided an educated In-
dian, who had invented an alphabet for the language, to
start a Cherokee paper; he defended them in their prop-

erty rig

its, and brought to punishment some of the an-

thors of the outrages upon their persons; he counseled
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them to peace and good behavior; and, most surprising
of all, he succeeded in introducing, quietly and without
opposition, several Indian girls as pupils into the Hunts-
ville Female Seminary. It was said they were danghters
of chiefs. They attended the Presbyterian Chureh, and
were |'1']r!Ii!'=i to be wards of Mr. ]'ri!'rlt'_\: Two of them 1
remember as beautiful. The Indians visited Huntsville
from time to time for the sale of _}u'l[.ﬂ. nuts, h[-n‘-‘-g:]ﬂﬂ
bows and arrows, and game, and they never failed to pass
by my father’s house, and leave for him some token of
their gratitude.

]".:!!'l_\' In 1826 he beran to take an interest in the
American Colonization Society, which he regarded “as a
scheme of benevolence to the whole colored population,

and as a germ of effort capable of expansion adequate to

the largest necessities in the extermination of slavery.”

(See his letter on colonization, 1834.) e aided in get-
ting up a contribution to the funds of the society. This

18 the first indication in his eareer of sympathy with the

slaye, and a consciousness of his personal duty in regard

to the evil of slavery. Every year thereafter he and some
ol his neighbors united in makinge a similar confribution.

In December, 1826, when he went to the |_':!Iri'H]. of
Alabama to attend the session of the Supreme Court, he
took with him the rough dranght of a bill “to prohibit
the il'l:‘:l---'":il'j"li of slaves into this State for sale or hire.”
This was intended to give effect to a clause in the Consti-

¥

tution of 1819, which gave power to the General Assem-
bly “to prevent slaves from being brought into this State
as merchandise ”—a clanse which had remained a dead
letter. The bill was _:-;H--l':J_ with little --]lilur,n[:';u-[l_ Janu-
ary 12, 1827. The ]lE'II;:i::i'it-ll wad to take efleet on the
first day of the following Augnst. The penalty was—

To forfeit and pay the sum of one thousand dollars for each

negro 80 brought in—one half thereof to the person suing for the
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game; and the other half to the use of the State. . . . And,

moreover, any person thus offending shall be subject to indict-
ment, and, on convietion, shall be liable to be fined in a sum not
exceedine five hundred dollars for each offense, and shall be im

prisoned not exceeding three months, at-the discretion of the

jury trying said offense. (Alabama Statutes, 18206-"27.)
Th | not 1 I ] e 01 |_| ];;1 ||!;"' &

but it pleased those who desired to limit the infroduc
of slaves into the State, and those who *il-r}'iw'] slave-
traders. That this last class was numerous at the South
is testified to by Henry Clay in his compromise speech in
January, 1850, as follows: “ Sir, it is a great mistake at
the North, if they suppose that gentlemen living in the
slave States look upon one who is a regular trader in slaves
with any particular favor or kindness.”

[n February, 1827, Mr. Birney revisited Danville,
Ky., and spent two weeks with his father and friends,

He xl:?-'f-i-.-xi. l]:l.' I't -_-'I!‘i.‘JI‘ TI:-t-ZiII'_‘ of ]= .\[:‘."i]'.i" ]"!

Franklin, No. 28—and met the brethren in a social
eunion. We may fairly attribute to his efforts the re-

markable resolution and cireunlar adopted by that lodge,
and sent to the Masonic lodees in Ke ntucky. The reso-
gt

Fravgrin Longk, No. 28

e e =4
Daxvinee, March 3, 1827,

Whereas the commeree in slaves carried on by importation to

P Gy e 1 looa RAld: 4, A =1
nis tate om the other slave-holding States coniucits with
those feelineg of benevolenee and philanthropy which it is the

T ,
duty of every Mason to cherish and inculeate, and is also in di
rect violation of the laws of the Btate in which we live, wli
EYErY W -l!l':', Ma .-;|i bound to respect ;_!l|| --‘!|":

\ _ Lo Tes] \

Therefore, Resolved, as the opinion of this lodge, that said

COMMmenrce

ineonsistent with the principles of Free and :
cd Ancient

York M \SONTY and ourht to be discountenanced

every member of the fraternity.
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rili:-‘ circular Wias emperaite and ['..Ir.-}':,!l-, Ii 1':II_-ZI'L!

- 1 1
with these words:

We feel it to be the duty of the craft to warn its members
from. and to mark with pointed reprobation, all participation in
I ] I i

that commerce which, under the influence of a decraded cupid-

ity, imports from other States hundre ds of slaves every year to
be sold as merchandise in this couniry, in violation of an express
law of the land and the best feelings of our nature, and, as we
il-'J':r‘I'I-, .'.:_"!|:.1 =1 [||I_: !Ir'.'.'lllil.!l.f'll[ III[I-I'I-.-'I_ --1' aur 1_-1.'.'.1‘”'_!_'_
By order, respectfully and fraternally, your brother,
D. G. Cowax, Master

‘[-I.!:.‘- document is the compani M1-P1EC of the .\!.:I-:II:I:I
law ||_'|--a--l! II: ‘|f::' 'l:!'.-:-.uif_':'__f ,]:|'|‘i:"".‘ AT - | ".:,-:r-',.’]-,'
from the same hand. It was firsi |||:i||i_--!:.-.§_ and with

raise, in the * Western Luminary ” (Lexington, Ky.,) and
may be found in full in Lundv’s * Genius,” ete. (Balti-
more, Md.,), of November 24, 1827. For many vears

James (. Birney entertained the idea of gettine slavers

into a manageable condition in each State by stopping the
interstate slave trade. As in 1827 the slave population

was less than one hundred -‘|:-:-I'.~:.=‘.ui i11 ,'\i::]u:::un ;:r!-]

about one hundred and fiftv thousand in RKentucky, the

idea was not, at the first blush, a ehimerical one.

It wa 1 o Tl & LAry I i E\' R hat thi
{ L Dl LT1OTL 111 f James G. Birmnme 3 relatiy ar
conneections from him to '. |'t;:-"', H. wis now i!.:i!fl'.'

five years of age, and had enjoved their love and friend-

ship without interruption ; but in one or more of his con-

'w-'.'-':l-":lll.- on I nerhaps amoIg 1iur.' .'l'iil""'I:: he
||u'[ commented with | .'1:,..- '_’-'-i. on ‘I.]'.I' 011-

duect of a cousin by marriace, m Edwards, then Gov-

ernor of ['III':I-?.*. (4] .'!:'I"-.-'III'; him, muech to his dizsadvan-

. -4 m 1 el ]
are, with ex-Governor Uoles, of the game State. Kdwards
1 i 1 . .
vas | 1 In M land, but moved to Kentucky about
1709 hafrra . g he w 1 o and
f ¥a LOTE | 15 0 ora s \ =S 1 1d A | LEF AL

¥
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finally Chief Justice of the State, when, in 1309, he was
;|||E;.-'i|;'_-:--.f {(rovernor of I?il'- new r_|1t-'.']'iilrl"l\' of {Hil!l-i&'. ]11
1792 he had been a zealous advocate of a free constitution
for the State of Kentueky; and from 1809 to 1818, the
whole term of his service as Territorial Governor, he had
resisted the introduetion into Illineis of slaves as property,

and recommended a free constitution for the future State :

but when that constitution was adopted and he was made
United States Senator, he voted for the admission of Mis-
souri as a slave State, and the consequent extension of
slavery—being one of the renegades among Senators fron
the Northern States. In the strunggle in Illinois, between
1822 and 1824, to prevent the establishment of slavery in
that State, Senator Edwards had stood aloof, not appearing
to care whether freedom or slavery should triumph. And

when a majority of the population, being immigrants from

slave States, had voted that Illineis should remain a free

state, Edwards had maintained stlence and indifference.

On the other hand, Edward Coles, a Virginian, heir to

several hundred slaves, a man of e

] - 1 |
1T Y + 4
meation and tatent

who had been for six vears private secretarv to Presi-
. |

dent Madison, had taken his slaves from Virginia, where

he could not free them, to Illinois, given them deeds of

emancipation, bought lands and built cabins for them,
_!.":‘--‘H 151.'!|.- stock and farmi '_"-illu‘.*. and watched over
their ir!||l'|'|'-'-'_- until the freedmen were ;15':-|!- L0 ‘.;f}-;l' care
of themselves without aid. In each deed of emancipation

Mz, Coles ||;|,E H‘:I

(Deed of July 19, 1819.)

From that time Edward Coles® had thrown himself.

* 8ce B, B. Washburne’s “ Sketch of Governor Coles,” p. 202




60 JAMES G, BIRNEY AND HIS TIMES,

with all his weizht. into the work of defeatine the schemes
of certain Southern politicians to make [llinois a slave

State, and in Aueast, 1824, had won victory at the

Mr. Birney censured Ninian Edwards as a renega
to his own principles, and eulogized Edward Coles as a
patriot and statesman. His remarks gave great offense
to some of the connections common to him and Governor
1olly healed. The

incident 18 important in this biography, as, in the absence

Fdwards, and the rupture was never w

of contemporaneous proofs, it shows conelusively that his
sympathies had been with the free-soil men in the Mis-
sourl controversy

[1 1827, two of his Democeratic friends in Madison

County, Robert Chambers and Jeremiali Clemens, both
lawyers and planters and men of wealth, died, the former
leaving him co-gnardian of an only son and executor of
his estate. and the latter :-.-:'u‘.ilz_;f I:Iiill sole execcutor of his
estate and guardian of his two sons and daughter. These
sacred trusts were faithfully performed. Oneof the sons
of Mr. Clemens, Jeremiah, was elected United States Sen-
ator 1n 1849, He wrote several novels of some merit.

During his life he cherished a warm regard for his former

enardian. never failine all L et '
rnardinn, never raulmme o éall on nim wineén 1n the same
- - 1: . 1 1 7 1 Y FTY

city. He did what he eould to keep Alabama and Tennes-
gee from going out of the Union, but finally adhered to

the Confederate {rovernment

[n 1827 Mr. Birney joined, with his usual vigor, in the
project to establish in Huntsville a free school on the
Lancastrian plan, then in great vogue; but protested

acainst raising the necessary funds by lottery—a !-E;Lr; -

thorized by the Legislature in January, 1828.

[n the same yer he sold his handsome residence to A.
F. Hopkins, Esq., his partner, and bought, in the northeast
* See Brown’s ¥ ]':::i'i_\' Movements in 1llinois for the Leeralization of

claAvery.”
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part of the city, a handsome lot of more than two acres in
area, with good but not fine buildings. On the opposite

side of the street he bought a ten-acre grass lot. Here

1
|
|

]]i.-\ Lasoe for atlilliiJl_:'. l:u":1!11|:|'l‘.it1_:'. ;:]|_|| 1_’:[;'.!.-11{”1{ 1|;1-.'l j".l”

scope. He drained, leveled, graded, planted shade trees,
sowed grass seed, built additions, laid out walks, intro-
duced new varieties of grapes, plums, damsons, figs, pears,
peaches, melons, ete., made fences, both for fancy and
utility, painted and arranged, until the place was as beau-
tiful and attractive as good so1l, a genial climate, a south-
ern sun, ®sthetic taste, and hiberal expenditure of money
could make it. In the broad, smooth walks and vine-cov-

ered arbors of the garden, the yvoung people of Hunts-

ville found pleasant promenades in the long evenings of
BILIMIMEr.

At a later period he bought between three and four
hundred acres of fertile land on the Flint River, abont ten
miles east of Huntsyille. It was a romantic spot, on the
road to Bellefonte, and he had often passed it on his way
to court. A sugar-loaf mountain, with clear springs near
its base, the stream from which }‘:!|-!-;---f across the road,
and rich hottom-land stretching to the small forest-shaded
river half a mile away. Intending it for a stock-farm, he

built cabins near the springs, and placed on it a manager

and a few hired hands. To thig place it was his pleasure

to retire when he needed recuperation from professional
work. He would join in the labor of clearing up the new
fields, burning brush and logs, building fences, and put-
ting in IOpa. His muscular poOWer was greater than that
= | ki R
of ordinarvy men. and the exercise improved his health;
but I hichest eratification in farming was in bringing
order and beautv out of chaos and ugliness. e was an

artist in making homes.

'he manager of this

arm I'El:l'li".E i L!'-'i-x]. llll nndaer

the ;.:'.-i;i!-ii_iuu of the use of the lash on the servants. On
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one occasion he sent by the writer, who had been at the
farm hunting ducks and squirrels, which were numerous,
a note stating that Jack, a negro, must be whipped. Mj
father was much troubled by this note, but sent me back
to tell the manager that if Jack would not behave him-
self he should send him at once to hiz master. In speak-
ing with me about the matter, he said : * 1t 18 hard to tell
what one’s duty 18 toward these poor creatures; but I have
made up my mind to one thing—I will not allow them to
be treated brutally.”




CHAPTER XL

THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGN,

18285

-

FroM the date of his anti-Jackson speech in the
Alabama Legislature of 1819, Mr. Birney had been identi-
fied with the national party that favored a protective tariff,
internal improvements, and a liberal eonstruetion gener-
ally of the Constitution. Iis high reputation, socially
and professionally, gave him influenee and prominence in
conncils, and in 1828 he was nominated as one
of the electors on the Adams and Rush ticket for Ala-
nama. e EE:_II'_T"HJ'L'_!']_'- took the field, and .='4|-n}iv during

1

1 summer and antumn at numerous political meetings

173 »* 1 q & . . i el i At L g |
held in the chief towns of the State, enlogizing the Con-

atism of Adams and attacking the politics of Jackson
and Calhoun as fatally dangerous to the maintenance of

the Union.

To understand hig course and motives, the reader must

mprehend the then existing condition of Southern poli-

-4 ¥

tics and sentiment in relation to slavery and ifs extension

The truth on this subject has seldom, if at all, been fairly
and fully stated.

The friends of Crawford, Jackson, and Calhoun are

unwilling to admit inferences unfavorable to them in

resent stale ||:_1 :|;|!|.:i_.' J|=|iilii|'|l__' '-.|.|'i'l!-"~ \'\;_-]' !Il'll—.']l!"-'.'.r.l'\-

)
1 |
| I3
!

ere were Union men and

ymj atliies 7 i' ct the 1dea that th
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abolitionists at the South: and anti-slavery anthors, ¢spe-
cially most of the Massachusetts ones, concur in this rejec-

tion, their bias being to exaggerate the importance of the

Northern movement against slavery. The average helief
at the North, owing to these errors of superficial or biased
i

writers, is that. after the Missouri strugele of 1820-'21, the
nation went fast asleep on the slavery question ; that the
1

subject was not discussed at the South because of danger

to life, or at the North because of apathy; that the
Southern politicians who had achieved the admission of

;‘\l!-\_\ll'”_"i_ :,‘:E-.! a4t onoce :f.;_l;“_' fil!'_l"1 1|'I.'-!|' ."-"i-"'![l-""“' [0 exteln 'E

H ]

| ; * glaverv: in short. tl T lapade of voars

the area of =lavery: 1n shorg, that, Ior a decade ol Years,
X 5o on S

“ thick darkness and loporance :-.'!'| adcqulescence 1n

. 3 : R Yoo gy e

wrone enveloped the nation. This erroneous belief, which

has become general, has amazing vitality and persistency;

1 i

[ can hardly expect to shake it, but I must do =o or fail

to make intelligible the public career of James . Birney,

vhich began to move on well-defined lines in

12 ]'r.'lI].l':' '-'1'] ]I.-fl.]'_'r- T2,

Jackson n-;lItJJIEté;ftl in 1828. T
i

Southern politics and sentiment of that period.

1
|

herefore. in a statement of facts that reflects licht on the

i i

I'he * Solid South ? took i1ts definite form for the first

time in the Missouri struggle. As John Quney Adams
ws (diary, Mareh 3, 1820) : “ In this instance the slave
States have clung together in one unbroken phalanx, and
|I_'!"|" E|'='!! ‘.:."-"|'i"‘i"' 'I-\ I ':|:i"."]- :I"""-'::,:'..""':!_::'E:54"_'|-ifll.“:

!‘!'In!l] ‘ll v Till !'\ "E_. :-|""'|]"’!!_--

The admission of Missonri as a slave State was but a

1 P 1 . 1 1 i : L »
gmall part of the plan ol the slavery exiensionists, ol
i i g e i 1.1 TR =
whom Crawford was the most able and mmtrigune.
Another part was the restoration of slavery in Illinois,

Indiana, and Ohio. John . Adams (diary, March 3,

1820) says: “I have had information from the Governor

of the State of Indiana that there 18 in that State a party

countenanced and supported by Crawford, whose purpose
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it 18 to introduce slavery into that State; and there is

reason to believe that the same project exists in Ohio and
[llinois.” This project had been on foot for many years
in the three States above named.

The close of the Missouri controversy was the signal

for renewing with energy the struggle to establish slavery

in Ilhmnois. A large majority of the voters in the State

WEere ||!;ri|-|-j‘;‘,'::;[-'. from the .“'lli!i5;. and the :-!'--—~':.|'~r-;".
|

men expected an easy victory., T'he contest awakened a

1

national interest. .‘\]-.-1.--1'-.' was contributed =
Southern slave-holders to one party, and by Philadelphia
Quakers to the other. Pamphlets, some of which were
written in other States, were eirculated broadeast and
newspapers were established to discuss slavery, In his
interesting “ Sketeh of Governor Coles,” E. B. Washburne

has traced this battle from it open beginning to its close.

On page 191, he says: “1f was on the first Monday of

=
i

1824, that the election was to take place. The

ad continued eichteen months, and

]1;|:|-.|-‘:--—;_L: nil ~':'i|-_'_',!-'

1 "illlw'u i | | IR !lt_ 11 '! (0] { ;I 1HiPs= ]II |.I
PArtes we comed the arrival of the moment that was fi-
nally to end a strueele that had evoked so much feeling

and !'il-‘{'iﬂ- involved so much labor, and absorbed such
intense iI'L.'.-]'.-_\T,"
'he friends of slavery were defeated by a large majority.

T : 4 1 ¢ |
he vote was a deliberate verdict against the institution

by men who knew all about it. Even © !'j:_'-.'}li' LECTERY

cainst 1. This disaster :‘1‘*.-:”_.3_'-.' ‘!u".'|'|'-‘u d the leaders of
the ,..'||*-[ South, comine as it did in the midst of a
campaiegn for the presidency. The “Sonthron ™ and the

[elescope,” two South Carclina papers of the fire-eating

liate calling of a convention o

1 . .
class, advised the imme

the planting States, under pretext of opposition to the
5 1 i

. inn B | i s A | v Fhin 1
moderate tariff law, which had been passed on the pre

ceding 16th of April. But the wiser heads counseled
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delay and the election in November of a slave-holder to
the presidency.

The unexpected defeat of Jackson and election of John
Quincy Adams by the House of Representatives caused an
immediate change in slave-holding tactics.

Previous to that event, four favorite sons of the South,
Clay, Calhoun, Crawford, and Jackson, had disputed for
her favor, Clay was popular among Northern manufact-
urers and in Virginia and Kentucky; and, to capture
Southern support, he could refer to his early champion-
ship of the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions of 17983

.

to his advoecacy, in 1820, of settine aside

a e Florida
treaty and .'--'::}'.i.'ll_" Texas i'_'-' foree of arms; and to his sue-
cessful efforts to effect the admission of Missouri inte the
Union as a slave State.

Calhoun, by his free-trade, pro-slavery, and ultra
State-rights doctrines, had alienated the support of the
North for the presidency. His tendencies were generally
believed to be toward separation of the South from the
North. With professions of personal preference for the
l'ni--r-‘ ]1." £y !I"I':-'”.'- --1-:][r|1-'1 declarations of f|i=~' }||-!E|-§' !|.'::!

the Sounth would be foreced out of the Union and compelled
i

to form an alliance with Great Britain (Adams’s lif.‘:i'_".
February 24, 1820). Any refusal to let the South have
' Wi ;;. :.||I‘.'||i||-_g' Wils, i'| ||-5~ eves, L1 :!I|rff='._:?i'ui'| *'|I
force to that section. All his subtly conceived but illogi-

cal theories were hased npon the right of each State to

nullify the laws of the nation; but, with diplomatic cau-

tion, he expressed the hope that no occasion might be
presented for the exercise of this right. Ile was earnestly
in favor of the :tr'-!i!-'sﬂ-'.‘l-uli of Texas and the extension of
slavery westward, and is generally credited with being
the first to suggest the brilhant scheme afterward incor-

worated 1in the ereed of the “ Knichts of the Golden
| .

Cirele "—the ereation of a slave-holding empire, includ-




THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGN, 67

ing the Southern States, Texas, Mexico, and Central
America.
CUrawford had been for a long time Secretary of the

Treasury, and had great capacity for intrigue. He was a

strict constrnctionist, and could rely upon the support of
Virginia and Georgia, and of Jeflersonian Democrats
generally. IHis devotion to slavery extension was un-
doubted.

Jackson was not identified with any theory of politics;
he was a4 man of the |H-|-!'II-, and had received a !.",:ijnr'i[}'
of the popular vote at the election of 1824. Besides, he
was an illustrions general, and had gained the most brill-
iant victory in the annals of his country. While his de-
votion to the extension of slavery was undoubted and
unquestionable, he was opposed to nullification, believing
that the slave States should remain in the Union and
rile i't.

IIE.":EH'fEi;-_.'I'll'-' after the election of Adams a coalition

appears to have been formed by the Southern friends of

Crawford. Calhoun., and Jackson. The general. as the
MOsl :5'..|i|:|i|!,-.' t':lt:-.!i:i;lll-.. was to be ?_';:Lni-- !'_I's.---'i-i--:li ||

1828 : Calhoun was to be Viece-President: and Crawford,
who was in ill-health, was to bhe .--i:l'i:!.‘f-|l‘. provided for in
case of sucecess of the coalition. Adams AP PEears [ Ei] ],:_:-.\H
cen aware of this scheme soon after 1t was formed. Janu-
ary 27, 1825, he enters in his diary that Calhoun said * his

reonal wish was for my election. 'This contrasts gin-
arly with the conduct of all his electioneering parti-
ans.” And l".--'-."l.:.'!r'}' 11th. of the same year, he mentions
Calhoun’s plan * to bring in General Jackson as the next

On Clav’s confirmation as Seeretarv of State. fourteen

n

nel , 28 | 1 1 - e By fore o I
g, mogt of them Southern, including one from Vir-

":.':I:L:h :|!|Ii .':|| i'."c|||'t Nr-:':}l '.'-."c-'!i|_;| :;1'|i 1:.'|-‘_'L_-:-:j. 1\.rE-_Ij ih

+1 L 3% Sy P i - 1 i) 3 ¥ g |
e negative, which votes, Mr. Adams thoneht, =.-;I'.‘.I!.'..~II.
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“the rallying of the Southern interests and prejudices to
the men of the South.”

Another indication of the coalition 1s thus noted by
Mr. Adams: “ Thomas H. Benton, who, from being a furi-

ous personal and political enemy of General Jackson, be-

came, about the time of the recommendation, a furious
partisan in his favor ” (diary, March 5th).

It was in the same year (1825) that Mr. Calhoun said
to Nathan Sargent that it (the Adams administration)

“ must be defeated at all hazards, regardless of its meas-
ures.” (See Van Holst’s * Life of Calhoun.” page Go.)

£

'rom the election of Adams to that of his successor, in

1828, all means were employed “to fire the Southern
heart.” Public meetines were held in every part of the
§ | s i 1. gl - . b . | BE— S )
Carolinas and the Gulf States, and inflammatory harancues

were made, until the South was ablaze with exeitement.

The tarifl of 1824 was the pretext until the passage of the
Tariff Act of April, 1828; and this was denounced as an
agoravation of the evils of the first. It was assumed |'."'
the free-trade orators that I'I:HII!ili.‘i'il‘.l-ii!.';_' industries were
irlllrilr:~'mi'lr||' HAT the :""HHI]I., which could be :a!!|_\' ;1;'r'i--'-.|][t||'::::
that Europe was the only market for cotton ; and that the
tariff was a Northern measure, caleulated to impose npon
the cotton-planters the whole burden of the expenditures
of the National Government. The ecitizens of Columbia
and Richland. in a memorial to the South Carolina Legis-
lature, said, * The Northern and Middle States are to be
enriched by the plunder of the South.”

In an address to the people of South Carolina, the citi-

.. LR

zens of Colleton Distriet said of the tariff : ¢ It lifts them
(the North and West) ¢ to prosperity, while 1t sinks us into
\ l . AL

riin. We have done by words all that words can do. To

talk more must be a dastard’s refuge.”
Thev advised “an attitude of open resistance to the

laws of the Union.”




THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGN, §]

It was recommended in a South Carelina paper that
the Southern States should prohibit the introduction into
them from the Northern States of horses, mules, hogs,
beef, cattle, bacon, bagging, and other products; and
shonld j]:|]|||~'r':1 T:|1|]|i|-il|:|l tax, large t','mlr_:_"h to be pro-
hibitory, on all goods, wares, and merchandise, the produce

of those States.

1e words r|[1

A Georela paper addressed to the North t

Abraham to Lot: * Separate thyself, I pray thee, from

me,” ete.
A congress was sugeested to devise means of protec-
tion “from the operation of the tartf bill, and prevent
the introduction and use of the tariffed articles in their
1'-.-.-;_-:---‘5'a-.- States.” (See Yq-:llll;:*.n" American Statesman.™)
At a meeting in Columbia, 8. C., in 1827, Dr. Thomas
Cooper, president of the State college, made a speech
which contained the following passages: * A drilled and
managed majority has determined at all hazards to sup-
port the claims of the Northern manufacturers and to
ffer up the planting interest on the altar of monopoly.”
Protection—* 4 gystem !:_‘. which the earnines of the South
are to be transferred to the North. . . . We of the South
hold our plantations under this system as the serfs and
operatives of the North.” “Is it worth our while to con-
tinue this union of States, where the North demands to
be onr masters and we are required to be their tribu-

At a grand tariff bangnet in Richmond, Va., in 1827,

) B | . 1 ¥ "
]!. (rileg, o 1ree-trade |='.'-_||t-‘:’_ |||‘1n|!-'lr--.-='r A1 Lhi

rmests drank a toast ¢ to the Tariff Schemer! The South
will not long pavy tribute.” ( Hee |,H_'_"i'.2!‘f~ “ Great Con-
;-;li|';!n'_‘x'.“]

January 15, 1828. the Legislature of Alabama passed

“ A joint remonstrance to the Congress of the United

States against the power assumed to protect certamn
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branches of industry,” and denounced the proposed wool-

en bill *“as a species of aggression little less than legal-

1zed pillage on her property, to which she can never sub-

mit until the constitntional means of resistance shall be
exhausted.”

The enactment in April, 1828, of another tarifl, en-
abled the ]lillif:~':ll leaders at the South to ht-:lli fresh fuel

on the fire. Soon after this a public meeting, held at

Walterborough, S. C., 1ssued an ad;

ress calling upon the

people * to resist,” repeating in different paragraphs * We
e < T, . : :

. 33 1 ] 41 { o e e Ly
must resist,” and endinge with : es timidity ask when S
T . . sie- 173
Tl! ¢ Aanswer, now
.-".!'.::'1‘. theée s=ame time the anonvmous nulification

pamphlet of fifty-six pages, known in political history as
“MThe South Caroling i:_‘\!ul:-fﬂun_“ Wis ||1-'1::r-|l, Belore
the end of summer it was in the hands of all the promi-
nent pro-slavery politicians of the South. It was a man-
ual of the arguments for nullification, presented with all

the ability of its ant

. " ' a1l ¥ # . ¥ B 15
wor, John (. Calhonn : and its influ-

. ¥ o . | = N 153 ey = T - i r —eIT}
1aping pro-slavery policy was very great. This

candidate for the Viee-Presidency, on the Jackson ticket,
was actively and secretly engaged in undermining the
Union!

I'he I|il:'-'|'l'-. :|._f.li!|-:' the tartff had its minor key accom-
paniment in charges against President Adams of hostility
to the South. He was not a slave-holder, refused to em-
ploy slaves at the White House, had appointed abolition-
ists to office, had recommended sending delegates to the
Panama Congress, and was opposed to the acquisition of
Texas and to the extension of slavery.

H"IE!‘_\.' {'|:II1 liilJ ".\'!‘;lr ]:-.' +'H|'.|-:L Ly .'-.il:l_'.' :1]u]|l'|-'m'\,‘..~fu-!|~'
ol danger from Adams, and to dissuade the [miilie'nt South

from forming a pro-slavery party. In his speech at Lew-

E:éht]l'_:j. Va.. Aueust 30, 1826 (see page 380, volume of his

speeches, published in 1827), he said :
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There are persons who would hll]':-]‘l_'.-ih'. on the Southern States

the belief tha

{ Lhe_-:-.' have jl]r»l canse of :I[Il:].II]H‘!“iE”.I—I\- daneer to o
certain portion of their property from the present Administra-
101, [t is not difficult to :'Hrn[Jl'l:IIL'rlll the e-E.l_]-""T. and the motive
of these idle alarms, .‘"~:t|r‘|m.«|- an uk.juq-1 of these alarmists were
accomplished, and the slave-holding States were united in the
sentiment that the policy of this Government, in all time to
cOme, .H!'L1i|l}'1 be I'-'=.::'LE:|-‘--I| on the basis of the fact of w'i:'."M.'_‘.'.
vwould not union on the one side lead to anion on the other. TI
slave-holdinge States can not forget that ':[l".'_‘-' are now in a mi-
:,i:.!"i:_'-," which is 1n a constant relative :Eiti]i:!Hii"H. and should
certainly not be the first to put forth a principle of action ly which
would be the greatest losers.

There were not ‘.i':::l-'h'.'_f r":ILiJLI‘r:'l .'llwi able men at the

Qonth who advocated the tariff. Among these were James

Madison, of Vireinia. His two tanff letters to Joseph (.

(fabell, printed in 1828, still hold an honorable place in

1143 1 . T == 1 e 3 - F et i Bl
political literature. James (. Birney went further—he
not onlv advocated the tariff, but took issue with the
South Carolina nullifiers and the slavery extensionists.

[n numerous speeches delivered 1n different parts of the
. I

1 . .
resolutions ol

mLate, il#' exposed 5.|.-'-' !'il"'l'

of attemptine to control
f a single pecuniary inter-
3 not to invite a national
ine to extend 1t over new

, 3
he balanee of power be-
&

e appealed to them

the Missourt controversy ;

not to awaken the sleeping lion; and he developed and
1lustrated the sugrestions made by ]]"”"."" '['!n_*-' in his
Lewisburg speech, in 1826.
[f the reader believes in the |-1'1-‘~'::!I-!'|'; error. that, in
the deeade endine with 1830, any and every discussion

at the South of slavery or its extension, was promptly

unished with death at the hands of a mob, he will be
:
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ineredulous 1 regard to the character of Mr. Birney's

speeches in 1828, To remove skepticism on this subject,
[ propose to devote the twelfth chapter to stating a few
of the many facts tending fo prove that freedom of speech
was not unknowstyab the South during and before the
ju'Tirlnl In IJ':Er:-I]I-.'I. It is believed that careful historical

research will establish the truth of the following Proposi-

tions In recard to the mobbine of abolitionists in the
South :
1. In the border slave States, with the exception of

Missouri, during the agitations of 1820-"21, it had been

almost unknown before the election of General Jackson
to the i-}'u siclen A :J]‘.-._l i!| the Gu f States, jI .

1||'|';:.~i.|-!.:=.|. and rare before that event.

]

L=011 the [":"f':lEE"H |.-!.

2. After the election of Jac
slavery discussion was rapidly narrowed in its limits; and

the prejudice against Yankees

ed to an increase in the
number of cases of mob violence.
3 TE.‘I' ]'.'*!'1.'}‘!']"' I1 il'.r-lll'l'v“iz' 1] of ",Zi:_f 186, 18a1. ab

."';-tllu"'lr{rn]ni-'::!. Va.. cansed a i-:l.’iin' that resulted in mobs

and the expulsion from the South of a number of persons
.‘-II-!il'i‘!-"I[ of ::lliijl1'|'ifl'_: ‘;‘.-II:’l 5::|1' -4];r,\l = :lI:'i i.!l 'I|'|+' Zen-
eral ~:!'|-::_'::.--!'.':!;-_f of * th !:l{"l? .=.'-.“|-'[|:1" u:'l:".‘;lif;'.-.-'l L=
der law to keep the slaves 1n ' CcL1on

{. The defeat of the nullifiers, in the winter of 1832-"33,
turned all their activities into the agtation of slavery, for

the PuImose of ereatine a sectional I'H-';i!..'_' as a basis for a
fiture separation of the States, I]I-‘ to Northerners
was fomented, and vigilance committees were formed,
the chief -!H"_"' of which was “to hang abolitionists ” on
short shrift. In this work the Jackson and ll'E:I_'- men vied
with the nullifiers: and before the end of 1835 the South
was terrorized into silence, and thoroughly organmized to
support the elaims of the slave POWEL.

That this was the view taken by Thomas . Benton
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may be inferred from the following passage from the sec-
ond volume of his * Thirty Years in the Senate”
Mr. Calhoun, when he went home from Congress in the spring

of that year (1833), told his friends that ** The South could never

be united acainst the North on the tariff question—that the sugar
interests of Louisiana would f-.l'---!': her out, and that the basis of
the Southern union must be shifted to the slave question.” Then
all the El.ll.,ul'l"‘- in his inter St and |_"-|="I'-|.;!E_". the one at “-_‘!-ilfl:f__;-
ton, |_1'E|5i:'.:1I:"-| "*l'\.' Mr. Dufl Green, ~'i:"'§a'ln d taridf aritation and

commenced upon slavery, and in two years had the agitation ripe

‘or inancuration upon the slavery guestion,




'HERE were many portions of tl Wert
not under the control of any one of the three schools of
slavery extensionists t Tennes b e 1828, thi
gtream of ;|I|':i-=;.'L'.-,"l'. -|l|§_"illl. WS [l and strong [t
was formed of two confluents—the Presbvterian and the
Quaker—both from North Carolina.

The most prominent Presbyvterian abolitionist m thaf
I'( :'-!H!' between 1800 and 1830 was the |. Samnel |J--".].-..

D. D,
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CHAPTER XII

ABOLITION IN THE SOUTH

1] "-E‘!'Z".i"‘.'.. he built for himse

» ' | [P dn dirs -2 -
ber of the (ons '--1'1-"'::|| Clonve

lished

and was president of it from 179

He was born and brought uj

i;t’.~.;l:-_~ his rifle ;!'|-| |'-,':_'|i'-:_" his

¥

BEFORE 1828,

He fought the
--un'_“'l-_':L':iuI: !
1784

an academy which erew into Washington Col-

niion ‘f!r']u'-i i{I

5 to 1818. He

-'|!r-!|

I*"] ifl favor of III BOTIl, |]-I- [: '-,,.||||_.1,|_ M. [lhl:_-‘l\,_ |]. l'-,

established the * Tuasculum A

-..|.'|!i,-i|_. ;ll.-\.-:} -i|-'-||-lr||||--.| i‘.lf-: H

aency ||5I ‘-.1.§|i|‘j| ne wias sncceedoed If

ademy ” at Bethe

pre

w another son,
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Rev. Samuel W, Doak, D. ). During his whole eareer he

cht theology and prepared a large number of students

for the ministry. He died in 1850. (See Sprague’s “ An-
nals,” page 303.)
H Wias 1l !L.'.‘"_'_'u* ;:||li Lrone minn, :fl=;,|i]_;_\"_'!!_--.! both able
and willing to do a great amount of work. His striking
: characteristics were manly good sense, calm dignity, in-
dom L1l 1rma1 1l riul 1 | | 11l 111 l
influence over those brought in contact with him, espe-
cially the young, was very great. He was commonly

called the I'Z"-":’-'_'-‘-'I'E.::‘, ||-:.~-"!"}'- l']wll:"t! he had been for

many years opposed to slavery, he did not take the step of
emancipating his own slaves until about 1818. Eleven of
| their

hig freedmen removed to Brown County, Ohio, ant

descendants are there at present.ddFrom about that time
he inculeated upon all his students, theological BHD
ry, the prineiplez of immediate lition. It prab-
]
ain U to his wchil that |-!||- N0 Mim ||r1| Lomn
ong or 1 D vé NIg voue manv \ 5 1iatel i1l
! :
tl & 18- N ebrazka bill, and vetoed the Texas ordinanes
of s n ; and that his step-son, Robert MclEwen, kepf
the onal flag flying over his house at Nashville during
the whole course ebellion. It was through his in-
Huen 1n1eq ”.“ the P Ivt ! it ] own and ti
nelehborine county boneht promising voune men
color; John ‘Gloncester and George Krskine, -froed and
edneated m for the ministry of their Church, and th:
" the Union Presbytery of East Tennessee licensed and or-
Ii' ':"'! |:l 1 r|:| Tl A l!-l ent pri 6 | 1 'lll i
hi LI ]l LOT O ! i 1" OT1LEr T I 1131 |,\'| Fite ]
gnd Hrsltina 'hed! oharge Tor @ koo . -
L1011 [ e b 1,|| 1 T thh \ 1o I )
.
The presbytery i named v Il nn [ min
1sters whose ethics had been fashioned in their yvouth by
the strong hands of th le Dr. Doak, and it was
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T6
always distingnished by liberality on the slavery question.
Some of his graduates were members of the Abingdon
Preshytery. The famous abolitionist Rev. John Rankin

was his Iatl]ril for three years { 1813-1816). The Rev. Jesse

Lockhart, who from about 1820 preached immes 1ate
:i]'---i[-']'ldi., and lectured on it in southern Ohio, was [;Lli;__l'jll;
by him.

For half a centnry Dr. Doak was recognized as the
principal column on which rested the Presbyterian Church

&

of Bast Tennessee, and as his inflnence was always thrown

:|_-_r.-15n-r 51;:1‘.'1-|‘_'{. '_,"».‘.J!ii' n'lei.'.i-nn was liberal on that subjec

[t was principally under Quaker influence that the
Manumission Society of Tennessee was formed in 1814,
Membership was not limited, however, to that sect.
Charles Osborn., [,_Hi:||a'='!‘. sat 1n 1t side i-.il'-' side with John
Rankin and Jesse |.lli'|\'].';JI'l'._ }‘]':'.4]i_"-'Tt’E'i[i!"..':. The State
legislation urged for compulsory emancipation was that a
day should be fixed, on and after which every child born
in the State should be free. Most of the members be-

lieved in preparing the slaves for liberty; some, among

whom were Charles Osborn, John Rankin, and Jesse

: ; T = S S e
Lockhart, believed in immediate abolition. This society
held annunal conventions and issued annual addresses to
+1 | T oy . - | " . | — '| il oy -

Lile peopie Witll greal regularity 3 ana several tlmes betore
[x.'_",!- Wils represi ;;!.-.-i i_|: fi:l* _".||1|-|'i-';|.’| 1.'--5|'1|'!"|i-|l| L0 I'-r'u.-—

mote the Abolition of Slavery. The minutes of its eleventh
annual convention, held Angust 15, 1825 (see Lundy’s
"[-'-.':',élf__-“ |-II]":"':|':|i.c'|r":!)-':"|i::.||,'|| ‘.,|";!'!.__-|'g‘.|1‘~ ::]I_:lllt']lli;;fn'l'

of delegates from twelve auxiliary societies with a mem-

bership of five hundred and seventy persons, three of
which societies were county organizations, and that ten
auxiliaries were not represented. It was resolved by that

fl-ni_\.' to establish at Greenville a -'[II:=1'l'.'!"|_*.' paper to he en-
titled * The Manumission Journal.™

[n 1820, at Jonesborough, Tenn., Elihu Embree, a
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Friend, had established an octavo monthly paper called

“The Emancipator,” probably the first newspaper in the

l-l]ilt"] Ntates whose .'t‘uu‘.\'l|| "l'.i""'1' was the ;=,":-..|'[[Eu,‘| of

glavery, Mr. Embree was a manufacturer on a large
gcale, beloneed to a numereous family, and was a man of

mmfluence in his county. He died a few months after

+
—

eicht numbers of the * Genins of Universal 1".|n.-1.'|f'i5'-:|-

-‘||. I'élloyi 1 Lo ri‘i"['ll'."‘-.""II .'!.:'i'i \"'!':-i|:"|"|l. i“' !
tion, first at Jonesborough and afterward at Greenville, in
the adjomming county, until Oectober, 1824, when 1t was
issued at Baltimore. (Appendix B.) 4

A Greene County, Tenn., correspondent of the “ Gen-
s ” (No. 9, October 106, 1829) announces the re-elec-

tion 1n that county of John Maecaughy to the Assembly,

and adds: * Mr. Magaughy did more in the last Asgsembly
on the subject of glavery, in behalf of the Manumission No-

Vs ! r did at any previous session.
The fertile flaf |'I'-'!||!i_||.—' of ]1[!!!] in West "|'|;'![_--_-;4_--_-|-

were Tavorable to larce plantations and working numerous

s 0l glavez : but the American sentiment of malien-
v and equal rights found advocates there algo. In De-
cember, 1824, a number of persong convened at Columbia,

Maury County, and formed * The Moral, Religions Manu-
Ir;i.--‘-i--.'l -“"I--'llt'il'\ ||i' Il'llllr*-ii II‘-.’|||r--:|_" I']' !-l'l';l[“lll-- L0)

the constitution™ declares that slavery “ exeeceds anv other

crime im l|r::..'_‘i§|‘;|i|--": that instrument declares it “ the

oreatest act of practical infidelitv,” and that * the Gospel
of Christy 1if believed, wonld remove personal slavery at

once by destrovine the will in the tvrant to enslave.” an
prescribes as |'I
ART. 8. None ilI:II own or hold slaves can b admitted as

members of this society,
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That the movement in Tennessee was not an isolated
one will be demonstrated by a few facts taken almost at
random from those occurring in other slave States.®
The Manumission Society of North Carolina was

formed in 1816, 'T'en years later, the number of its

auxiliaries was forty-five, and its cause was advocated by
the  Patriot,” a newspaper edited with marked ability.
The most active men in the 1I1t'Jr1]1r'I‘:~i|i[' were If['fr|l.'Li']_'-.'

the Mendenhalls, the Coffins. and the Swains— William

and Moses. There were several auxiliary societies of la-

dies not counted in the number above siven.

In the proceedings of this State Society, there is one

document which establishes conclusively the existence In
1 w | 1 . H ' " .3 - | 1 - 32 -
North Carolina of many * immediate abolitionists In

1825. It is printed at length in the number of the * Gen-
ius ” for September, 1825. The heading is as follows:
v 1.L}’J+'[‘i|'.~' !ri‘n'[h-'i-"':l ]l_*.' the Board of Ji::rJ;|;_=--1'.-~ of the Manu-
mission Society of North Carolina, to be answered sepa-
rately by the branches, and forwarded to the next meeting
of the General Association.”

T'his *next meeting  was held September 9, 1825, It

18 presumed the answers were all in. A commitiee was

appointed to collate them and * prepare general answers.”
The fifth query was in these words:

bth. Is a majority of the citizens of North Carolina opposed
to slavery 1

k

bth. We suppose the popular sentiment of North Carolina
Mmay be estimated .;l'-'--l'lii:.'_" to the follow ir:-_-' view, viz., one tlir-
.?‘,r-,,-‘,".- :I.-.l" I 'I,- I...,.-r_-_.-". fird r ,, _.". » ;--._,”,...",- IRl ,'_.',,- - . Ionag
g » one twentieth are for eradual emancipation : one fifteenth

I --1!|=i:-n|'[|t|:' schemes of emigration and colonization : three

Ihe * Abolition Intellizencer " was published in 1822 and 1828 by

the Rev, John Finley Crowe, D.D., of Shelbyville, Kentucky,
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fifths are ready to support emancipation by paying their money
and otherwvise, E.r.-.-.i.l---l masters would cheerfully give up their

glaves and Government would undertake the work on a pl:m that

would operate with justice, and insure the safety of all parties ;

ong twentieth have never thought of the subject, and neither

know nor eare :::'._:-':..ill:__’ about 1t ; three twentieths are moder-

ately opposed to |!--|:|'||:I1i':':. T | because '|Inl'1 think it im-

1"
practicable : and one twentieth are bitterly oppesed to it in al-
most every shaj not b 15¢ they expect to sustain a material
loss in property b tion of slaves. but because they

1k that heaping senseless execrations
on manumission societies, ete., is an excellent way of flattering
the rich or avaricions. Accordine to this view, it appears that
three fifths of the people, or sixty in every hundred, are favor-

ably .|]hf1-~-.- d toward the l||'!-!l_|-;.l||,r- of « |1L.||||-]]r.t1]--|:, but are sit-

ting at ease, waiting for some exciting cause to shake off the pre

\ --.;_=i:1.-_: ::]I-".|'5|t."!-‘|rl orIVe i.'rlll‘-‘.|--' to that course of I !il'_'-. which
they know already is just and 1-»_[r--|!§|-!|.‘, We believe about

three twentieths, or fifteen in every hundred, are at this time

ACHIVE Supporters ;::-i.'--!'.—:aJ cImanc |-:'.!i-::; 11 s0me way or
Pl :
other
e & 3 x 1 . .
['his is the whole answer to the query. In its estimate
of the proportion of “1mmediate abolitionists » it must be

HEen o Do ]!|.|:'i!'2'.'||; for in the answer to the sixth query

! NS -;:' ;!llti i;l;_
eet formulated thus: 1. _‘\'--e'!—i]t_-|-=*."—
tation of glaves into the State; 2. Prohibition of all sales

of slaves; 3. Freedom of all born after a fixed date ; and 4.
Emigration and colonization of the blacks. The queries
and answers were signed by Richard Mendenhall, Presi-

.'['I'.l were liorwarded

opinions on slavery, taken in fortyv-five different loca
1In a State, made and published before 1828, and as it was

ganctioned by intellicent and conscientious men, citizens
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and knowing the facts, it may be safely taken as a sure
guide to public sentiment at its date, not only in North
Carolina, but in Tennessee and Virginia. The proportion
of abolitionists, immediate and gradual, in Maryland and
Kentucky was, for obvious reasons, much larger. With
the mention of the single fact that in the years 1824, 1825,
and 1826, about two thousand slaves were freed in North i
Carolina, and 726 in one body were removed from the
wiate as I‘!--'il-:]l'---i |-_‘-,' lu‘.-.', ]'-_’-. the T‘-i.n'fl_-i_‘_.' of f"l"u-'ns!_c1 we
will pass to the btate of ."'].'[E'l‘-.'J.fI:’I-'!,

At the time (October, 1824) Benjamin Lundy began

r y at ralta ‘ I .'
ll,' DUDLICALIONL, Ll |I‘L||||::\'lf\', Ol the fTonrih I.--_lIi_:‘||L‘ 01 |,_-

paper,® it was generally expected that Maryland would
00N take her place amonge the Iree otates, Unly Tour

YEars had -"f;:!h--"l since the [.ll'll,_-ll' of i-!'.l.'-'il_l.'ui" Balti-
more, at a |H.i'=-5.:;-' meeting, the mayor, Edward Johnson,
presiding, had denounced the admission of Missouri into
the Union as a slave State, and two thousand of her citi-
zens had signed a petition to Congress to the same effect ;
and only eight months since Elisha Tyson, the philanthro-
pist and emaneipator, had fallen at the ripe age of seventy-
five, after a life whose deeds of heroism entitle him to rank
among the great souls of our race™ He was born of a
family of Philadelphia Quakers, but removed to Harford
County, and afterward to Baltimore, in early manhood.
‘\ll-'i_-'_‘l |'|-' ".‘.'E-'Iu-ﬁ Trh :].ru- -,'-;;":'.-,‘i,'ij;'_; t' ':E!I' l':’l*i.‘!'-.*'l:l and per-
secuted Africans, his soul was seized with a mighty love
and pity for those wretched people, and he consecrated the
best energies of his life to their service. If any one was
EHI':.'{H}' held in .-'Ier'.--;'l'x', he hunted up the proofs and ap-

|H';r[l.'ll Lo ”I-' COUTLS. 'llu this elpss ].:-]..]:u_.'.-.| all those
|11‘H:|l'__-'],=. into the State. Some were freedmen who had
lost: their papers; others were descended from Indians or

other free persons; some had mothers who were freed-

5
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women. e was indefatigable in bringing these cases

before the judge of the county court, who, to his honor
be it said, enforced the law. From his biography, pub-

LE

lished by Lundy in 1825, and written by John 8. Tyson,

w, I extract the following passage :

The lubors of Mr. Tyson were not confined to a single dis-
trict, the) extended over the whole of .'"T.'.'-'I-!;:.IJ. There is not

county in it which has not felt his influence, or a court of jus-

tice whose records do not bear proud testimonials of his triumphs
over tyranny. Throwing out of ealeulation the many liberations

indirectly resulting from his efforts, we speak more than barely
within bounds when we say that he has been the means, under
Providence, of reseuing at least two thousand human beings from
this galling voke of a slavery which, but for him, would have

been perpetual.

[Te exerted himself to put down the traders in slaves
and turned the business into disgracs His bioerapher
ILVE

I'hi Hi !‘:"'}I, onace S0 COommaon, ma ( :.‘:"'Ii' I1| on 1.'_'\'
re looki FCEM ctable, came to be of v Iy I.ilili"' '|
extent, | t-_‘- the lowest and basest of mankind.
D ) { the reception of wes about to be exported
|]-‘.;.'| :| down to two or three. . . . All .‘. 'u," .’l"---!ll'i-".'l

the work of one man (p. 12)

He Procur 1 the pass of eral laws amelioratine
the lit101 the slaves and facilitatinge emancipation,
| 1ad many masters to Cf of manumission
i1 I I ! ] Ll eI ..’- ! N el Thool 1
B 1

ﬁ'[ | VSl L I || II |: Y&y I||II §L ] LML ! |

1, to be repent | ' ar | : , el 1l y Dy
ve-] | probable, howevi - n tl 8
question of general abolition by comyj 01 L€
"'i'.'_'.' S r to I_.lu.inu'. t144 I ! T il Statq y h
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had become free. 1t must be borne in mind that, in 1824,
New York was still a slave ?‘4-'_,':';1_', and there were slaves

held in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Illinois,

Another efficient anti-slavery worker in Maryland was
Daniel Raymond, a lawyer of high standing and a mem-
ber of the Baltimoere bar. Of liberal education, he had
devoted much time to the study of political economy. In

1ed the first, and in 1823 the second edition

1820 he publis :
of an elaborate work on that subject in two octavo vol-
umes containing eight hundred and fifty-six pages. All

the work are against systems of forced

the implications of

labor, and he devotes the thirteenth chapter of the second
volume to the discussion of * The Inflnence of Slavery
on National Wealth.” A few extracts will show its char-

acier .

The mass of human sufferine which has been .||:'r-::l]"~' eaused
by negro slavery, . . . The most ardent philanthropists and the
most splendid talents have, during the last thirty years, been
employed in portraying the horrors of slavery. . . . The man
who should now justify the slave-trade would be looked upon

a monster of human depravity. . . . It behooves a Christian
eople to use all diligence in purifying itself from this abomina

tion. . . . The current of popular opinion is agrainst slavery.

b ry, & hackneyed rn-out subject. . . . A very little reflec-
tion, however, will satisfy any man that the scheme [eolonization]
is utterly hopel: s0 far as it proposes to rid our country of the

black !l"lﬁ'.i"':'l;: or abolish slaverv. . . . If the Gordian knot of
slavery i1s not untied within a century from this day it will be
guly . Ty Yy are here, and have as much right to remain here
as the whites. . . . There are people enough who would sef

their slaves free provided the law allowed it,

about the neck of

Comparing slavery to a nooge
glave States, he s Vi R

The only way of eettine out of the noose is by forcinge the
slave-owners to let EO their hold upon the glaves and set them

t-"l'. > a8 _llf_lin:l-."‘-.-.“f' .f!llnll_'_',ll new sluve Btates] is about as effect-
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unal a remedy for slavery as it would be for the small-pox or the
plague. . . . By procrastinating the day of manumission we in-
crease the difficulty of manumitting, . . . All that is required
is a general permission in all the States for masters to manumit
their slaves whenever they see fit. BSuch a law would promote
manumission fast enough for the present . . . no great and sud-
den changes would be produced in society.

Mr. Raymond had been a colaborer with Elisha Tyson,
and he gave a cordial welecome to Benjamin Lundy. On

the formation of the Maryland Anti-Slavery Society, Au-

gust 25, 1825, he was elected its pregident. e was three

=

times the candidate nominated by that society on the
abolition platform for the House of Delegates of Mary-
land. In 1825 he received six hundred and twenty-four
votes. In 1826 he was again brought forward. On the
2l of 7‘;\"|11"[:'||-e'l‘ the officers of the State ."\‘.lli--f“'::l‘.'t'f'l'x' -
ciety published an address “to the independent voters of

. j 3 A G T e
the citv of Baltimore (see ¢ (Genius ” of that date) recom-

mending Daniel Raymond for their suffrages. 1t 1s four

columns in length. The gt of 1t 18 1n the 1'!-!i-l'~'~-!l:',f
extractis :

A

il

eriod must be fixed by law for the termination of slavery

Nothing will be adequately effectual [against kidnapping]
but the total abolition of slavery, nothing but the annihilation of

the market for slaves.

The following is valnable historically

In our sister State of North Carohina the advocates of ;fr':'.-‘.":ti_

emancipation are increasing with a rapidity unparalleled in the
annils of this nation. It 18 believed that ':*-':!':_'.' three thousand
citizens of that State have enrolled themselves as members of
anti |I|I socteties wichin a neriod of two vear

The Anti-Slavery Socicty of Marvland consists at this time of
four respectable branches with several hundred members, althou
T]Jlll"lr'l']! [illll”ii- 1'!':".'r- not vet :-I'5||-:-|f -é,‘[l'\" |',|||‘ J‘ il lJi'i'lF"‘:-I:E‘ll.l

was made for its organization,
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In the States of Virginia and Delaware, societies for the abo-
lition of slavery have also recently been formed, and many in
fluential individuals therein are actively engaged in promoting

the doetrines of universil emancipation,®

There were nine candidates. The result was as fol

lows :

PO B b 1T B e 3,808 | . fi'-‘l-*.f'.'e'f'u.u-f. = PPt SRR,
LABEEIRIERE: o ) o 2,007 | C. BR. Richardson.........
G H.Bteuart .....oo0e S4301 0, B, Walsh. . .. oo vns . D28
R. Purviance. ........ . 1,310 | M. A, I TBAYY. o s mpnen raine " GD
o Harper . ... .00 .. 101

The 1‘1'.'--_'_'--‘--'-i--rru-r] elected were on the National Re-
E”t‘i’i.i'.'”” or Adam: ]\_1 ri'iu- NeXt two were .|;!.'|;-._-'r.|r|
Democrats.

Among other comments the * Genins” savs:

Walsh, the most violent antagonist we had, was l"llllll]"l! 5
prostrated, receiving but about half the number of votes that he
did last FORE. .l . . It is admitted |1_‘-. many that Stricker
owes his election entirely to the favorable views he took of the
anti-slavery principle. And Tyson has always been known to be
zealously opposed to the system of slavery, though he has never
consented to pledee himself to advocate its abolition upon the
plan of the Anti-Slavery Society.1

The abolition party was go enconraced ||_'-. the resulf
of the election that. two davs afterward, October 4, 1826,

11 V11T |'-- ¥ ] : i 17161 11 l "'|'- T 1) o 1|..-.
It put haymond 1n nomination 1or thi 16X0 years elec-

: . 13 et e L i
tion, and issued an address to the voters of Baltimore.

But, alas, for human expectations ! Before the October

elections of 1827 the storm blew fiercely for General Jack-
gon, the military hero, who was secretly pledeed to the
* U Genius.” October 7, 1826.
¥ “Geniuz.” October 13, 1827, This gentleman wng the hioerapher
g &

of Elizha Tyson.
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extension :|r-.-! 'I..‘l‘nia"r:!;t! .':.'-f-.'l'll-i..'IT!-""\' of -'T;t\'v!‘_'-.'; and Mry.

1 =]
i B

Raymond was obliced to withdraw from the cany

Lundy wrote: “There are, it 18 true, a few advocates
of 1-1[1,;|.f;-e":]-:|l{t:‘: in the Jackson party ; but the number of
gubstantial, reflecting men among them is small, compared
with those favorable to the Administration.”

The Jackson party elected its candidates in Baltimore,
both city and county. Its vietory, however, was a mortal
hlow to thi .1'~|:r|'_'-. land ."-..!i-’:-.“-.i;i‘.--:"l1 Parcy which lanenished
from that time. It did not feel strong enongh to nomi-
nate a candidate in 1828, but it brought forward Mr.
Raymond again in 1829. He came im at the foot of the
poll, receiving only one hundred and eighty-six votes.
That was the last political effort of the abolition party in

lans I|—
{1 14

[reely to win the

Maryland. After the inauguration of Jackson, b
its, honors, and offices were used

me

State; and gradually a free press and anti-slavery men

A i e A L B T lisanmear # A ¥ altocethar
WEeTre MIT TNOET Lile Lill, disappearing alinost altogetnel
" 1 - - 1 1 1

alter the "‘\!si:1jl.;:|::|llll'.! Imsurrection, It has been argued
5 P - T e e ] : o] ]

T||"! ] the F-:I!: more .!!=!-.: 10111SES _;;l'| nominated and

voted for their ticket in 1827, they would have increases
their vote from year to year. DBut this arcument leaves
out of view the fact that the movement in ,“-i.:i'_\!:nzni WIS

thject to the same general causes which impeded and
‘.'I':il_". arrested "i|ifi::'.|" Movements i|| :||| :!l_-- more ;‘Illr‘llhl I'm

-

avery efforts in
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2. “The Abolition Intelligencer™ (Kentucky), 1822.
3. “The Genius of Universal Emancipation” (Ten-
nessee and Maryland), 1821.

4, “'The Liberalist ” (Louisiana), 1828.

The * Geniug,” Lundy’s paper, was the best of
four, and had the largest circulation. It was published
more than twelve years in the South.

> T

-




CHAPTER XIII.
LONG VISP 70 THE FLRELEK STATES.
1 8:3(0).

TuE manner of conduneting in the North the canvass
of the Adams party in 1828 had not met the approval
of Mr. Birney. During its progress, he had repeatedly

written to the leading men and managers, urging that

personalities against Jackson should be dropped and
h l on the platform, to the

nullification.” For

t prevail ; (1] e &

alool The contest

| 1ssues as the allered

\dam ¢ deoree of

il i 1§ g_:l «] |\_.|::'!‘

brister, Arbuthnot, and

all which the

A\t tln 1] M Birne § SUTPri _ | :
grieved. He had expected better thinegs from the North-
ern and Middle States. Havine done his political duty

Wikl energy 1n a state 1n which his party was in a hope-
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less minority, he wasted no time in idle regrets. Resum-

ing his practice in Alabama and Tennessee, he again
levoted himself to his professional duties.

One of the first effects in Alabama of Jackson’s elec-

tion was the repeal, January 22, 1829, of the law of 1827,

which prohibited the intreduction of slaves into the State
for sule or hire.

The inauguration was promptly followed by measures
caleulated to bring about the acquisition of Texas.

moon after the close of the war with Great DBritain
(1815), the emigration of slave-holders to Texas had

I."[l'ill,ill:'._".l'l‘l il",' ;""'llll:|.l I'll EI'I:i_:.iI'EH!:":., ‘.=.':i:| g | '\]‘."I.ﬁ' L0 !.;‘:"

In 1819, an armed in-

ultimate seizure of the country
vasion of Texas from the Southwest had been prevented

by the United States Government. DBetween 1825 and

1829, five msurrections had been attempted by eolonists,
who were acting, the Mexican Government believed, with
the connivance of Joel I: ]'Hi!wI tt, of -""l'*]iillf. fl:ll‘l.l!il..‘l, I,]H'
United States Minister to Mexico. After the accession of
Jackson, the demonstrations of Mr. Poingett became so
marked that in Augnst, Mexico demanded his recall be-
cause of his intermeddling with her internal affairs.
Durine the same E---':'in-ni. it became o nerally :[-‘-‘--]1‘.|-|I
by 1nti “i':i'l"i men in Tennesgee and North Alabama that
the well-known Sam llnli:-‘.lllu.'-i'--.;l_'-.~ a eonfidential friend

5

and }\--!i!f-".' ,i'-"r-.“’.-_-'.'-' of General Jackson’s, was actively
employved in plans for another insurrection in Texas,
1E|‘|:|'_.'I= OSLE] '!ll .:"-il r As &l "I"i;:!i'. "ili"'l.

In the summer of 1829 a series of able essavs, over the
signature “ Americanus,” urging the immediate purchase
of the province of Texas, were published in the * Rich-
mond Enquirer,” and copied into many of the other
Democratic papers of the South. The anthor was under-
stood to be Thomas H. Benton, who was then 1m the

Ll LTl

President’s secret councils. (Lundy’s “ Genius,” Septem-
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ber 25. 1829.) It was claimed by him that “five or siz
TRoreg s .':r."."r--,-"In'l.-'.l-".f.fl.r.'i:.l' J\.!.I.rrlrli 8 Ty .l'l.."l.' N ."..'i' I}F."F.I'J':Ii' " ."r-n' .lrl_"l.’ Ir.ﬂrll.-'J,l’l‘_'..
which would give the South *a preponderating influence

in the counecils of the mnation. 'he comment of the

¢ Enquirer” was; “ The statesmen who are at the head of

our affairs are not the men we take them to be if they
. i
nave not already pursucd 114 13 EHET S 4] ' ODLl 1
- | | 1 1
l|| [ =100 i | 8. BVl el i Ll | 11111 a7 i}
Americanus saw the light

Aungust 25, 1829, President Jackson, through the Sec-
retary of State, anthorized the United States Minister at

Mexico to offer four million. and, if necessary, five mill-

n, a
1on dollars for the purchase of Texas. One of the argu-
ments to be used for the sale was the insurgent dispo-
sition of “the present inhabitants of Texas (not Span-

1gh), which has.” savs Van Buren’s letter, *“in the sho
=] five vears, displaved itsel not less than four
3 3 ! Y

Oils, Oneg of them having iorl v (L |'| i 1€ 1N-
(1 C1L { I |:'| conniery 32

Iil: i 1 0O M ALY 11 Ii-__-']_|;“||i.'.l 1 { | !. 111 _".iln 1
| I Ui I'1 1 A | |;|| ".!.'_;'illl-l' Ol Drevel I 11'=
ther efforts by President Jackson to extend slave territory

hy dismemberine Mexico, a decree was published by Presi-

dent Gruerrero in the september following abolishimg slay-

ery 1n that couniry. 118 Wi 4 herole remedy 1or sliave-

1010INF encroachment. It had the effect of arresting for
2 -

i | i &£n 111 1S111 Ny J".l i L el i A1 114
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eager to exchange worn-out fields for fertile ones farther
west.

Mr. Birney regarded the political sitnation as growing
worse instead of better, and !'I‘t'q[#t']l”_ﬁ' made 1t the hl[rll{‘.
of conversation with hig visitors, especially with Nicholas
Davis and Arthur F. Hopking, who were Union men, and
had been his coadjutors in the campaign of the preceding
year.

In December, 1829, he received from Henry Clay a
letter introducing Josiah F. Polk, ¥sq., an agent of the
Clolonization ?4-.3-“5--1"~'. and inclogsing a copy of the very able
colonization speech recently made by Mr. Clay 1n Ken-
tucky.

Mr. Polk was a man of ability. He was Mr. Birney’s
guest for several days, and no doubt developed to him
fully, as he understood them, the views of Mr. Clay. Up
to this time Mr. Birney does not appear to have connected
himself with any colonization society, but, in Jannary,
he aided Mr. Polk to form one at Huntsville (Dr. Watkins,
president), and became a subsecriber to the “ African Re-
pository,” the monthly published by the national organi-
zation. Not long after he joined in the formation of the
Madison County Celonization Society, of which he acted
as treasurer for about two Vears.

In the same month, in the Senate of the United States,

¢ upon the New England States

oceurred the bitter attac
by Colonel Hayne, of South Carolina, and the masterly
ANSWErS ‘.,} Daniel Webster. These .-[u'm-]'n'-,-; brought out

strongly at the South the

lines of demarkation between
the Union and the secession elements. On which side the
sympathies of James G. Birney lay was shown in the fact
that he eaused one of his sons to memorize and declaim at
Greene Academy one of the finest passages in Webster's
speech. At no time in his life did he ever admit the

thought of disunion. In looking forward to the future he

&
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gaw no divided country. In hig patriotism he knew no
North. no South, no East, no West. For the first time in
the history of American oratory had the grand idea of
“the nation” been adequately expressed. He looked
upon Webster's speech as affording a basis for the organi-
zation of all good men, North and South, into a party for

the defense of the Union and the prevention of slavery

extension. He determined to visit the free States,

with leading Union men, and judee for himself
dition of &rl'.lif'*.:.-' tri-i}ai'ﬁl. It was r..'!i.l}. a few months be-
fore the opportunity to visit the North on a highly honor-
able misslon was extended to him. In 'lhs_' saummer of
1830 the board of trustees of the University of Alabama,

. 11 1 - + » {
Nnaving r:-.-.-|~,.-:| d IMore IliDeril r'!;l|u'.'.!1u-r'.;._ ‘.'q-.--ul',q--; Lo

add to the faculty of the istitution a president and four
professors. They unanimously requested Mr. Birney to
visit the Atlantic States on their behalf, make selections

of such persons as he should think suitable, and recom-

mend them for appointment. The r

cated by Governor Moore with a private letter ureine him

to accept. Such a tribute from ";..ii_."___-:l opponents was
orateful. Je i""""l':-'1|. As goon as this was known his
co-trustees of the Huntsville Female Seminary requested
him to select three teachers for it. In the performance of

he left home about the first of August

1.:H|I||1I|' tili:'{
and was ahsent nuntil the end of Oetober. visitinge Virgina,
Pennevlvania. New Jersev. New York. Connecticut, Mas-

ACNTIROTES ;-|_.E II:.:-|_ ]|,|- 1'..['-- !. ers O 1nrtrodaunction

from Governor Moore, (. (. ':|'§_".'. H"!il'_‘» '1:!}'. and

ne other men of note, and appears to have vl 1ted
[ | nnel educea s and statesmen 1 | [
lis dai Meno i m Auncuast 31 to O I
hia Deen mn Vi ]|| 3 e verv | .f'i Ve =

dently intended gimply to remind him of dates ol
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August 31st.—Went this morning and delivered a note writ-
ten by Mr. John Bergeant to his brother Thomas,

Delivered my letter from Governor Moore to the Hon. Mr.
Hemphill. He received me very kindly.

Delivered my letter to Dr. Chapman, It was from Mr. H.
Clay. Received very kindly. Soon felt as if I were conversing
with an old acquaintance or confidential friend; and yet there is
af first something very courtier-like in his address. ’

Delivered a letter of introduction from President Woods, of
Lexington, to the Rev. W. T. B. . . . He conversed with great
ease as a scholar of pood taste,

In the afternoon Mr. Dallas (Geo. M.) went with me to the
house of Joseph R. Ingersoll, . . . I felt much pleased at the

Dr. McAuley, who, all men with whom I have conversed who
know him S0Y, I8 -_.!.;:'fi-ll-| in & remarkable manner for such a
presidency, declines being considered as a candidate. He recom-
mends Dr. Wisner, of Boston, or Mr., Spencer, of North-

ampton,

[Ie went from Philadelphia to Princeton, and saw Drs,
Miller and Alexander; then to New Bruunswick, where he
called on his old college friend, George Wood, * the most

r'.;~-‘-|||',;"-‘.-|~|l"li || Ver ||1!' .‘"'-i:|i-'." ;|l!-“: mide Ifz!' i:""il.;lihl-

ance of the President and [H"lil-----l-!'r of i:-is‘:'-.'!'- Col g,

then to New York. where he saw Profs. Charles Anthon,

]i"ll"t- \":?!;.:I‘ Renwick, (Griscom, and "'-'.|.".'4: then to

New Havi n, where he saw President Dav, Drs. Tavlor
and al.. a;l\'.'_"' l]_i'__'__"-"[_ Mr. [!'.:'h"-'i'.-l-”\ :j‘;',li ":i]"'."".
'HI--!'--, and 1 thi ’!.-i_--_!"-u:";-u.:|, he made il:-- ;1_4-||',,;-,E_':.'_ i

Messrs. Andrews and Stoddart, afterward distin-

AT STAmIma:r.

.L'.'ll'.--ih'-'f as authors of a
I!l .‘fu' afte rIcaon, h-.".'l"i .‘-|I'. |'~..|-r|:‘| r].' l-:'..li-'i G. ), & {'rl:!'_'."l.-_z_"::-
tional preacher, a very superior man.
At Middletown he saw Wilbur Fisk, president of the
Methodist college. At Hartford he called on Henry

Hudson, whose wife—-
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a very sensible and polite woman, on my expressine a desire to
see Miss Beecher (Catherine), accompanied me to her home and
introduced me to her, Bhe is ',_'-"'”I-l“il}\l[:k_'_-' not handsome—
g;‘c-‘-e] firrure, I informed her of my wish to engaoe teachers for
a female academy at Huntsville. She recommended three young
ladies in her Ar'Jli-qr], and desired IIrlliL to-morrow to consult with
them in relation to the matter, Before I left her |-'|ti.--_-!r.:_'_- she
presented me with a copy of her work on education. Retired to

my roolmn and read it Hi]"i!-'-_'.:i'l before bedtime.

The result of several visits to Miss Beecher and the
three young ladies was the employment of the latter to
teach at IHuntsville. They were Misges Brown, South-
mayd, and Baldwin. They remained several years at
Huntsville, and were eminently successful. Mr. Birney

was 8o much pleased with Miss Emmons’s infant school,
a sort of * kindergarten ” affair, that he induced her to go
to Huntsville with the other ladies and establish her school
1

there, suaranieeins i Certalin PECUNIArY SUCCEesE,

school was a novelty in Alabama, and, under the able

management ol Miss Emmons, flourished for many years
Mr. Birney visited the famous Round Hill School, then
kept by Mr. Cogswell and (George Dancroft, now famous

as a historian : and he recorded his |-|-.-.|<'.'.:'v in the con-

\-.':'-f.:‘illlz of .“1.'. Bancroft, who, amaong other iflilt'.’~, Ve
me some history of the management of German nniversi-
'-'ilnl'-.'. ;!I r '@ YOIy eXCH Hent |||‘::!.

He reached Boston September 17th, the second cen-
tennial anniversary of that ecity. There he saw miny e1Inll-

Nent mern. HL [1O1E8 _".] I'. |';‘1;I|"|.-' 19 " one ol the most

nnostentations and gensible men I have met,” and Dr.

Wisner as “all he had been represented—Iiine appearance,
rand flowing in langunage,” ete

Went to deliver my letter from Dr. Chapman to Daniel Web-

ster. Received me in his office very courteously., He e neluded

r referring me to Mr, Ticknor, a learned professor of Harvard,
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whom he addressed a note, and sent a servant to show me

the house.

He dined with Dr. Wisner. Among the guests invited
to meet him was Dr. Bacon, of New Haven.

Sepi. 19th.—Heard Dr. Channing in the morning. He fell
below my expectations in everything but in the finish of his es- i
v, for it could scarcely be called a sermon. Heard Dr, Beecher
(Lyman) in the afternoon, His mannper not good, though some-
times impressive.
Sept. 20th.—Went to Cambridge this morning and delivered
my letter from Mr. Clay to President Quincy. . . . Went after
dinner ageain to ( Lharlestown to see Mr. Evereti [_lﬁi‘.'.:l'.'v:'l,-. |"--IirIL_i,
him a4 most polite and affable gentleman, ete.

2fst.—Went in company with Mr. Evarts, Dr, Beecher,

.L' ) I

ept.
and others to Andover, this being the * commencement.”

He revisited Middletown, Hartford, and New Haven,
and entered into negotiations at New York with Theodore
D). Woolse

After seeing hundreds of persons, including many pub-

vy, afterward professor and president at Yale.

lic men, and finding that most of those he would have
|'«I‘i'il1'i':'<.-*1 HE |=','-=]"!--_-1--I'm' Were i|i|;:'».;:i|:;"-l.l-. either because of
previous engagements or disinelination to make homes in
the South, ||:- returned home by way of Ohio and Ken-
tucky. One of the results of his Northern tour was the

. nmendations to the trustees of the Uniyer-
.~J'i.'.' of Alabama :

Rev. Alva Woods, 1), D.. President: Gordon Salston-
gtall and William W. Hudson, Professors of Mathematies,
Natural Philosophy, and Astronomy; John F. Wallis,
Professor of Chemistry, Hln “Ih:y.urulfhwﬁury: Henry
Tutwiler, of the University of Vireinia, Professor of An-
cient Languages; and Revy. H--r.... W. Hilliard, of English
Literature. All these entered upon the duties of their re-
spective posts in 1831. The trustees of the university
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unanimously voted a letier of thanks to Mr. Birney for
his services in the selection,

The most marked effect of his In'nnl-_' vigit to the North
was to freshen and strengthen his convictions of the su-
}..-y':..r'i‘-t',' of free over glave institutions. He started on his
return journey, thinking seriously of the problem of add-
ing Kentucky and Virginia to the list of free States, but
greatly disappointed at the apparent unconscionsness
among Northern public men of any imminent danger in
the political sitmation. Ie returned through Ohio, in
order to observe for himself the condition of a free State

1 the West.




CHAPTER XI1V.

ABANDONS PARTY POLITICS—INTENDED REMOVAL
10 ILLINOCIS=VISIT OF T. D, WELD.

15501842,

BerorE returnine to Alabama Mr. Birnev spent two
weeks in Kentucky., The speeial purpose of this delay

was to confer with Mr. Clay in relation to the movement
in behalf of gradual emancipation which had been fore-

shadowed and outlined in the latter’s speech of the pre-

vious December. Mr. ]?'j!h'-'l'\ went to ]Ji-‘-.i!y;','lll.':.;:!|i| mide

several visits to Ashland. What passed between him and
Mr. Clay was never stated i-_‘.' either of them. The result

however, was that the two never arain traveled on the

same political path. In October, 1830, James G. Birney’s

practical connection with the national Republican party
. | | | | = -5 e £ | fed

ceased. 16 TOOK IO ]I.".!. eltner 1n ;_!:- political prepara-

1

campaign; and he did not vote at the election in thaf
yeal t may be added that when the Whig party was
formed he did not -|I OT act, Or W vith s b |
cast a b | ! [ T contl has been often as-

gerted a3 to have Decome a "":!'-"!1|:;'-:_i.:lE gtatement i!]

sketches of his life written by Whi rg: the only foundation
for 1t being his -lniitj:';‘i friendship for Henry Clay up to

the month of October, 1830.

The personal friendship between them remained un-

broken. Mr. Birney maintained ever afterward a guarded

" _gima




reticence in reference to Mr l'-::ul"-." and the latter, it is

believed, never uttered an unkind or disrespectful word

1 - t . % b 1
about his former friend, even under the provocations andad
mortinecation of s deteat 1 544 L i ! I'1 )=
1 1 ' $- L | 2> +4
1 ] by many of his fi { I Wi, Dirney. In ] i,
i1 v \ ] ] i 1 11 1 Q9
L Ll kL L L} \ LI | = 11l i 11 [ { | ' 2
y :
ancl Tl i"'l. r TR T nilon W Il. v I}
LN | 1 ¥ 1| L 1 + 5 iy - L3S ¥ 4
Wi I Nnad repeatedly Eposen of nim as
maost ¢steemaed Iriends,”” 2himnk mto a few et = p -
il R e - r T A, S FA At U Fon 2
ikl DUSINEessE WIriitell @b 100 1NLETVals. Or several yeill

immediately |:!'-'i‘-"5;I;_;' these visits Mr. l':.l!'lit'_'{ had mnot
geen Mr. Clav, and his idea of the man had been formed
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fame as an orator and statesman. In these vears Mr. Bir-
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| t|| KILOW -
IRE \ W= L1
. ; 17 N T '
_.I' |: NGl ISP i l | - 1 ons 1n rew I'! I AN { av 3 -
1 1 I '8 ] ¥ 0 ,-,,| T 1 1 po) Bt i+
ol O U LLA I, 11 L« 1 ekl Ll |l|'|| Li -
! 1 a4 ' S y
[ ft Ashland deeply d ) nted, and, 1t may be added,
1 1® 1
I | and discouraged
[: 1) i . 180 the Times were nronlilol [OT 41 L
1
i » f . . Lt &

i NiOVEeIne LHBRNE e menaced nnexation orf 1exas
: . ; t. d { lave-hol
110l (1AL i| 1 ‘i,|-|“|_' 114211 CLOI1D 1011 (O] |I- =1V E=1T0ltL=

P . 1 1
re=t, ano 11 WWOT 01 A Teductlol n the number ol
1 . F 1. X
lave-holdinge States by « weipation in Kent ! L v Ir-
4 1 I 1 1 i1
1111 § ch an | ) lone. conld the { P i
] I | " . g
ari ) ol I Il ["l 10} Do ] N O] 1 -
1 1 i i 9
i LTI 1] 1M ) L Iational Sentimu \ |
il nii LN _"‘._|| 1 ] ~ 2] 0 i L. 1 w1 o1
5 Sl : 3
L R0 i 0 [al8 1y from | 1 n 1824, ;
&y % 3 ] ! f Y
ished it in New York in 1827. The N
1 ] 1 1 ¢ N [ 1 1 $
Nneve? t [} " ] Ll 1111 LY, 1 ;
1o - | . -y
1.! pendaed upon L OoWwWn i n to e Yontn
, . » . 3
"\ LD ':!" LWDO TIirn H| MO L e 1y 091 1 1111 1Ll i[=
i




48 JAMES G. BIRNEY AND IIS TIMES.

tion of the slave-holders themselves favored freedom. At
its first annonal meeting, held in 1830, the Kentucky Colo-
nization Society had adopted the following statement in
the manager’s I'eport : “The late nii.-;nv.-ii::n-!-. Lo 11-|:l!1i:!|'_~.'
emancipation is so increasing that no law is necessary to
free us from slavery, provided there was an asylum acces-
sible to all liberated. (See “ African Repository,” May,
1830.)

Such a movement was contemplated in 1821, under
the leadership of Rufus King; but it was defeated by the
non-concurrence of the friends of John Quiney Adams,
who hoped to be made President in 1824, with a Southern
man as Viece-President—General Jackson being the one
considered as availuble.

Everything pointed to Henry Clay as the leader of

such a movement in 1830. He was the favorite son of

Kentucky, a popular man in his native State of Virginia,
and the f'i|.‘l."uE-'lH[1 of the l.':'_':'li.'IllJ:.“'li': and manufacturers of
the Northern and Eastern States. For his disastrons er-

rors on Il]l" .\."j\.:ﬂ'.*’.'l'-' and Missouri questions he had ;[:l-lllu-

gized in declarations, often repeated, against the * curse
of sla Gry . and, in his December .~!-"|-i':.| in 15829, he had
sketched a programme of operations for the final extine-
ion of slavervy which authorized all thinkine men to be-
Y s 4 - - - +1
But Mr. Clay took a different view. For his expected
candidacy in 1832 he was trimming his sails to eatch the
winds from both North and South, hoping to win General
1

Jackson’s friends, and work his way to the presidential

l"||,,-|i[' by concessions to l-l-l-gggi--_-f_ '_'1-ii{|-"_lle'_5' but |--i!lf'nu-;1]

phrases, and waivers of his professed prineiples, which

uned for him repeated defeats and the nnenviable title
of ©the compromiger.” He not only refused to participate

personally 1n a oradual emancipation movement in Ken-
| |

friends not to do so:; and 1t was

tucky, but advised his
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chiefly through his influence that the efforts to set one on

foot were chilled.
]

Before calling on Mr. Clay Mr. Birney had talked over
the _'J[‘:i'i:'.lul -'lzl;i1".l.'i’!1;1':.i-:1'_ ;-:'u‘il---f with the Rev. John C.

ent of Centre College : with

Young, the eloquent Presi

Rev. J. D. Paxton, Judere John Green, Daniel Yeiser, P.
(1. Rice. Michael (. Yonece, and William Armstrone—all
of Danville: with his wife’s uncle James McDowell, and
his long-time friends Thomas T. Skillman, bookgeller and
publisher, and the Rev. Robert J. Breckenridge—all of
Lexington.

All these were ready to act, and thonght many others
would join them. The following paper was circulated for
signatures. Fourteen respectable citizens subscribed their
names. At this point effort ceased until, at the instance

of Mr. Birney, who wrote from Alabama, Mr. Skillman,

the proprietor of the * Western Luminary,” of Lexington,

published the paper in that journal.

GRADUAL AND SAFE EMANCIPATION.
We, the undersigned, slave-holders, under a full eonvietion
that there are insurmountable obstacles to the general emancipa-
tion of the present peneration of slaves, but equally convineed

of the Ilt'f'ﬂ'uii!_ﬁ and F'I':Il'fil"li'.-“!_'.' of eman i]-':1.].'.:' their future

offspring, have determined to form ourselves into a society for

the |||II'[H-~: of i-f'_-‘.l--]':'_-_:li:r!'-.'__-' :'.!'n] i!;:;-l'u --il:_'_-_' ‘.':;f,- 1 [|'|'.1|';_x' 'i]---!i

the publiec mind, as well by example as by precept ; by adopting

amonge ourselves such a gsystem for the gradual emancipation of

our slaves as we would recommend to our fellow-citizens for their
adoption as the law of the land ; and by dispersing such writings
{18 ity bi li.!'.' :\'. to contribute to so ood an |."||_ -|'|||- aoeciot

will not be ealled together until fifty subseribers are obtained

Wm. I&. Hines, Bardstown: SBamuel K. Snead, Jefferson Co. -
J. M. C. Irvin, R, J. Breckenridge, of Fayette Co.; A. J. Alex
ander, Charles Alexander, J. R. Alexander, Woodford Co. ; James
McCall, Rockeastle Co.: John Wallace, Fayette Co.: Norman

Porter, Thomas T. Skillm in, Lexineton : Georre f“_'::lé,' |':’._'-'-
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ette Co.: James Blythe, Lexington ; George W. Anderson, Fay-
ette Co.; James G. McKinney, Lexington; James H. Allen,
Jumes MeDowell, Fayette Co.

These gentlemen were among the most respected eciti-
zens of Kentucky. 'Within a few weeks thirty-four more
glave-holders sent in their names as members, and, as re-
ceived, they were published in the * Luminary.” They
were as follows:

Fayette Co.: J. 8. Berryman, Rowland Chambers, Geo. M.
Chambers, John C. Richardson, Hugh Foster, J. €. Harrison,
Rev. Robert Stuart, James C. Todd, and John H. Bell ; Mercer
(0. : Thomas Cleland, Michael G. Yonce, P. G. Rice, President
John C. Young, William Armstrong, Rev. John D, Paxton, and
Daniel Yeiser : Lincoln Co,: Judge John Green, John L. Yantis,
and Samuel Warren : Woeodford Co. : William E. Ashmore, Samuel
Wingfield, SBamnel V. Marshall, Robert Moffett, Dr. Louis Mar-
shall, Colonel John Steele, and Dr. C. Wallace : Franklin Co.:
(!. P. Bacon and Rev. J. T. Edear : Hardin Co. ; David Weller :
and Jefferson Co. : Warrick Miller.

.-"Hll'.' native Kentuckian familiar with the old families

of !|u- state will recognize the above list as remarkable

for the intelligenece, wealth, and influence of the persons
- * i 3 i P 1 e ¥ ] i " . |
named in i1t. Most of them were Presbyterians, and at

i 39 i | . TP 18 | Mgl Y ] | S 3
r":i'- sl O Lhemnm wereg [ resoylerian ireachers, three of
PO LDy Lilld

[:"i"'-l l||J|-'-,‘.'I'|'!,-1_-'- ].'ll‘!u':" ] i'nl"---_'!-lr:!l-g.il'__"--‘.T--:|f| ['_ \.II.H!l'__'_

and John 1), Paxton—beinge men of national reputation.
Mr. Birney, not being a resident of the State did not sign
the paper ; but he was alluded to as follows by his friend

{
My, Skillman, of the * Luminary™:

In reply to a correspondent in Illinois, who wishes to know
what F’l'l'.‘iir“-'|1"'-l~'.~' ire doinge in this eause, we remark that the
first projector of this emancipation scheme, as published in sev-
eral of our last numbers, is a Presbyterian ; and that, so far as
we are informed, Presbyterians generally have taken a prominent

‘

im_‘f_ 1n pr ymoting these benevolent schemes, whose u!-_'g- ct 18 the

amelioration of the condition of our colored L 'jlli"::.! ion.

o
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But this well-considered scheme came to n:m;_r]rr‘ for
want of a leader in I‘;PIIH:'&'I\‘\. Among its friends, this
role TJI]_‘_‘:]IE have been taken '!ﬁ_‘.' -ll:-i',"r'- (ireen, Bk “!'i'-“li—
enridge, or John C. Young; but the Judge was absorbed
in business, Mr. Breckenridge about that time quit law
I'-:‘.‘ .'.l_n ;L.'!'| had 'I'= i.‘:l%!-‘]*’ l'.. -Hi. CONLIrove I=I £'.|'i-5

Mr. Young was the president of a colleze. Mr. Clay’s

1 ; 1
ST aTs worag hooorino " 9 A1 G101 11 aftor
14Ls WEl peoorino L postponNemaoent, 1Tntil Altel LAt

next presidential election, of a movement likely to com-
promise him either with the South or the North; and
they were full of promises. The opportune moment was
lost, and the Gradual Emancipation Society was not organ-
1zed when it might have :ii'l"lHr!]l]i-—]u'i] .-'nme-:lai:'._-_r. it was
postponed fo a more convenient season.

Mr. Birney had mow experienced three disappoint-
ments: The trade in =laves between Alabama and the
.-|.;1.-'-!-I"----:}Il_-;' States of H-':J!Iln':x_-.' and Virginia had been
ain lecalized ; he had been foreed to dismiss e nry (la
out of his life and hopes; and his native State appeare
o be on the downward road to the abyss. His letters to
his father in 1831 were decide '] l’l.."_ir-;iﬁ'il' a0 far as the
South was concerned, and that, with his estrangement

caused his father much concern. 'The writer

was under his grandfather’s care at the time, heard these
letters read as they were received, and has never forgotten
the impression made by them. The worst elements of
Southern society seemed to Mr. Birney to be rapidly gain-
ing the mastery; and neither the Church nor the state

indicated any power of resistance. What distressed him

more than anvthinge else was that circumstances were
reine him to bringe up his children amid the corm - r
Influences of slavery. He was apparently tied down to
Alabama by hia established |.|‘..i'----!|-;'=~ his friends, his

home, his church, his large property, and his usefulness

¥

in the educational interests of the State. From all these
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he began to think of separating himself, in order to flee
from the Sodom of slavery with his large family. It was
not possible, without heavy pecuniary sacrifices. He had
under advisement the project of closing up his business,
gelling ount his property, and finding a home for his family
in a free State, when the startling news of the Southamp-
ton, Va., insurrection, in Aungust, 1831, burst upon the
South, with its train of bloody horrors. It may have been
this that turned the trembling balance in favor of removal.
In the months of October and November following Mr.
Birney visited Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, with a view to

the selection of a place in which to rear and educate his

1 9 e R, SE el . s i1
children, After seeing the principal cities and towns in
i1 T B 1 ot ¢t -Tanl 3 i
thoge States, he made choice of Jacksonville, 111, \S1e

from its beautiful site and the fertility of the adjacent
country, the chief attraction was the intelligence of the
population and the imminent establishment of a college,
of which the Rev. Edward Beecher was to be the PFVrL
dent. When he retnrned to Huntsville, it was with the
definite intention to wind up his law business, sell his
landed property, and make all other necessary adjustments
of his affairs, so that he might remove his family, includ-
ing his servants, to Jacksonville. This, he thought, wonld
require from eighteen months to two years. e began af
once, by ﬁ~~ihehq: new law bnsiness and |.!Lz}:; sale of
half his largest Eﬁvl“'rﬁllkﬁﬂ estate 1n Huntsville.

On his journey homeward through Tennessee an inci-
dent occurred which illustrates his benevolence. After
51W:yuf,1-nr-w\11;ﬂ.j,?av was sitting on the front ]n'ﬁ'h of
the tavern at which he was -Iﬂgﬁ‘h.;'iuﬁ'liw'l.ﬂ'hf when
he was startled by piercing ghrieks and the sound of blows
of a whip from an outhouse. The voice was that of a
woman. oSuch sounds were not nncommon in the Senth,
but Mr. Birney could not bear them ; he interfered. The

person wielding the cowhide was a large and powerful white

",

a‘u




INTENDED REMOVAL TO ILLINOIS, 103

woman ; the vietim was a negro woman about twenty-five

years old, who was tied by her wrists to a joist of the up-

per floor in such a manner that she stood on tiptoe. Her

clothing was stripped from her shoulders to the waist,
] ]

and her bared back was interlaced with 'rlllii_-i,- welts, old

and new. A mulatto girl child of about five years old

cowered 1N & cOorndér oI e room, terrined and siient. 1 he
. } A : - .

'l ) | 1 1ISNIMeNTt Was expliined at ont the Elf -

Wil | Vil & MmMIsire== 01 1l LAAVETT enel e Ll

was theirs ; and the wronged wife was wreaking her venge-
ance npon her rival. The voice of sympathy was to the
poor slave as the voice of an angel of God. She watched
her opportunity, found Mr. Birney alone, and implored
him to save her and her ¢hiald from the hell on earth in
which they had lived for five years. 1In short, Mr. Birney
yought the woman and ehild from his host, who, to do
himn justice, was glad to send them out of reach of his

c¢h, and took them with

nim to ”':l ESvV1lie. 'he writer well remembers e
1 i 1 1
YIreten [.||-_',] i the woman and ] | \ Il 111 II'=

&l il 1186 (] ] i ( WO | Wil i { 11 I
1 1
T 01 1" !||| bii nervous, T It -.! ok ol iy .|

At the time of this purchase, Mr. Birney was not an

;[||1|§]1;r-[';i-'r: 1o -.':-,\:'- a8 10 [ig-- [-:'.-.;;_",.:"l of ]- .'l-"‘l-'-.

|"'!'|'1I' 3 'l hm I" leed, afts he became one, he 13 0ol
1
. 1 4] ; oo
(! e H & =11 i1 ] W |||||.I|| WNHICH revel
1 1
il n b L1 'O CONErLnn o i 1111 L0 |I'|;1 GlLd
; E
1 lom | erick Donolas hecause. Torsooth. thi par-
] . 1
114 ould be g Togabhi 1 O] hi ht of the n |
. 1
|| |I l iy 111 | el | s | Wi I I'I I !
1 | ' | | S
rnsom LK 1 I L1 vho @ | O1l
fLholition Mr. Birn 1§ 1 hed that sublima: Omn
see "“The Si { 1k o i1, 138 ) and 814
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wway from the sl

of his goul

O 1 i | -!;! 1 i
gurrection in Jamaica, involvine the burnine of many

sugar ]llil!lf.‘lf;.‘r!::' and the loss of I11EL11 Y lives, reached Tus-
caloosa, where the Alabama General Assembly was in ses-

8101 From i]:.}' Lo !1;1_\ the wildest rumors spread throueh

the State of arson and massacre ; 1t was said that all the
glaves of that island had revolted, and were devastating the
COmmnt: .-|| I "*.":"ri!‘ e women a | : dren E'
Iruth was th AT | I'e I dering tl bl ks, |

1 11 Tanm I LI 01 N1=01 1 il' :I'I“
were making feeble defense and rep

. I .
in Virginia, the event ed a general panic through th
glave-holding States. At Tuscaloosa, the effect was a
strong reaction in favor of re-enacting the law of 1827,
which had been repealed in 1829 Mr. Birney was
Tusealoosa in attendance on the courts: He and others
!'!"!'.'t:'--] an elaborate bill in more than twenty section:

enfitled * An Aect to prevent the introduction of slaves

111 1 1491 o i . 22 n | Fp- -
imto Alabama, and for other purposes”; and thig, with a
1 1 Ty ¥ Y | | 1 | |
Li LI el v |I =500 i L} ea b v l=
l
, ;
0] i 1Gth of Januna §a s : ne ¢ ng
i = i R
tNron O |, i i 1 Mt 11 L1 1M 1O L [ -
1 ]
| 1 i | 1 I OW 1 T Ll 11101 | | 1l 111]=
1
I 11 I OnNns i 11 | 10 e 1 |\. tne g

ately after the beginning of the session. It 18 believed
- 1 ] 1

|'|;.-|; IIH.=!'i]-I--'f|'I-'I."- ellort was F;!.‘:-]:-:' Lo ¢hecik the 11mpor -

1o £ alaves int L. Qo Cotton wne lHne. and raled

1 I O Sigvies HNuD e | il 1 OUTON Was King, and rolead

S e £ oy Ry | I o harnid F wirayye

el 168 crowil was torn ol by the blood Nand oL Will.

Before Mr. Birney left Tucaloosa, he had mmformed Mr.

Clav’s friends of his intention to take no part in the

mnge ['-"'-rl.lh-rllk;ll campalign ; and during the year 1892 he

o

*;._
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was not present at any meeting held for political purposes,
nor did he contribute to any party fund. He simply held
, :

himself aloof, and devoted his energies to closing up his

business and making sale of his real estate, preparatory to

removing to Illinois, This intention, however, was not
yet publicly declared.

aine '“" 1'.'1!':_1- |!.::||!"""!. ..'li'- HEH".'H:E'IH i.ri I’ '_':'!"] (W& ]
alay had been generally recognized ; but during the
five years preceding 1832 he had become widely known in

Kentucky, Tennessee, and Alabama, as a friend of gradual
emancipation. Among the Presbyterians his reputation
in this respect was well established. His wife and older
children were well aware of his intention to take his slaves
to Illinois and free them there; and his sons had been
carefully taught habits of self-reliance, and forbidden to
availl themselves of the services of the slaves.

It i8 not stranece, therefore, that when the famous plat-
form orator, Theodore D). Weld, was making his arrange-

ments in Ohio, in the spring of 1832, for a lecturing tour

on temperance and manunal-labor education through Ken-

tucky, Tennessee, and Alabama, he heard of James (3. Bir-

ney as a4 Union man and emancipationist, and obtained
3 of introdunection to him. The commendations be-
stowed on him by the writers of these letters inspired
Mr. Weld with a strong dezire to make his acquaintance.
How he did so is best told by himself. In 1882 the author
wrote Mr, Weld for the details of his conversation with
Mr. Birnev. Under date of September 10th of that vear

151 ] b { 1 year,
Mr. Wel

Your honored !".-:I I's E'I"!'i'l::’ .!r:ll -j-i::|| in []l:l.-'-'-l!:'.-_"'--'!-

tions so strongly moved me that now that T write that aspeet of
serene richt-mindedness is all undimmed, alt h I look at it
through the 1 a of If acentury, It seems just fresh and
vivid when, in 1532, it first nmy love and rence at Hunts-
ville, whither I wen th a let I 1t ct to him [rom
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Prof. Larrabee, of Jackson Collere, Tennessee, afterward for
some twenty-five years president of Middlebury College, Ver-
id : +Mr.
h a slave-

mont. As Prof. Larrabee handed me the letter, he sa
Birney is one of the noblest men I've ever met. Thoug
holder, he fas nothing -_-." the .1-"-n,._-!.-r'-"-rlr'.--la,i "".-""l""'.'i'“ How true to
the letter I found that testimony during the close intimacy of
vears that followed. When I called at his house to deliver the
letter, he was away on his judicial cireuit, and not to be at home

for a week,®

Mr. Weld became the guest of Dr. Allen, the Preshy-
terian preacher. He says:

I :lllI]!;I] the doctor the I:I'I-lll' r Hll‘ WD !‘.-_[::;ll'_l'ﬂ; ||{n glave 3, filteen

in number—the oldest ones the marriage portion of his wife, the

younger their children. He sald that one of his slaves was a

1
Baptist elder, and generally preached on Bunday to the slaves on
the Elf'i‘_'tl.:—'-":';.!l_'_" ]:i.'.:'.'. itions, The doctor was lil:iil.,' free to talk

of slavery.

Nothine could have suited Mr. Weld better. He had

been an immediate abolitionist from early bovhood, was

versed in the philosophy of human rights, familhiar with

all the aspects of slavery, was full of fire and eloguence,
and a mateh for the doctor in areument, although the
latter was distinemished for his ability. At that time the
padlock had not become the normal tachment to the
]'['“ of men 1 @ pouth Mr. Weld say

In previous vemr hile ni eens, and just out of them

v from eighteen to twenty-one, I had often talked with slave-
holders about the yvstem—when glavery was not a eontraband
ly in Maryland, Dela-

ware, Vireinia, North Carolina, and District of Columbia. and

topie, My travels and sojourn were ma

those with whom my introductions broucht me in contact. and
who often made me their guest, talked about slavery with entire

freedom, not |'|!1[_'. tolerating Iy disgent, but even encouracing it

Thiz fact fixes the date of this vizit In June, During May the ses-

ion of the court was in Huntsvyille.
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by never showing irritation or impatience ; and always (indeed,

[ can recall no exception) condemning it as a system, but gener-

ally were hopeless of deliverance ; and here and there I found a

:-E:l\'r.'—h-:-]-.]-'l' .-:|r1.'iT':_'_'_'. 41 arree with "-.'I-‘.].“ .'!1:'1 one who FI"“";'I-

poohed at the propheey that if the slaves were emancipated they
N

would cut their masters’ throats. Lt Nonsense | 1]..-_\ might do it

to get their liberty, but never because they had it.,” But though

I had thus much talk with slave-holders previously, Dr. Allen

was the only one with whom I had in such length and minute

detail discussed the gquestion.

The disenssion between Mr. Weld and Dr. Allen lasted
a week, much of it Ili."!|it._‘_:‘ on the nature of the mght
under which one man could claim another as a slave.
When Mr. Birney returned, Dr. Allen invited him to meet
Mr. Weld at dinner, advisine him of the discussion on
glavery, and informing him that he should now turn Mr.
Weld over to him. Mr. Birney called in acknowledgment
of the invitation. The impression he made is thus de-

.'-"'I'-illl‘\i. '- "'ll I. W 1'| E:

At this first sight of him, that blended dignity, courtesy, and
amenity, so characteristic of his uniform bearing, was its own
interpretation.

The same day, when the three withdrew to the parlor after
dinner, your father said in substance : ** Gentlemen, I learn you
have been having a week’s discussion on slav LY, and that I, be-
:l:l:_" a sla '\"-]I'.I!Ii"[', Am expect d to take up the -'i_iii'_-'|'|. upon the
"':-:L "1‘ ""-l.'l“"[-_'n.” I]' .]|'| Z"Ii'i l|.::-'. !'('].'ir" :|'\-'|'i':’.':|i:_' !li" ."I="|"'. !!|'
“must know how III-'Il'Il |1r ,~|'||II| IZ:| E!.:-' !'I;-:II---it-.‘l |1||'.E~ |.iif' * RO

[ must depend upon you to tell me what points have been made,

hierw supported, how refuted—in & word. the process you havi
gone throueh together and brourht the guestion up to its present
BLALT
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aken byv wvour

the aft rnoon was to !'_~-]-', i 'l'!||'r!.-['-. of III:""!.-‘-IIl'-h'

touching different points made in the discussion. The manner

and :~]|!|'I[ in which these I.il}l'--]]ll.‘iu wersg ].'_'_.’ rreatly attracted

Ime, '|'|||-_‘.' ]!:'-]alt|-’.i,' the utmost candor. a *-.:'I.‘I|'|l'. earnest 1ntent
in pursuit of truth, a quick conscience, perfect fairr i

traits of n mind that could not he

partisan., Indeed, during
the whole afternoon, as I went on in the rehearsal from one point '
to another, I felt assured that he was with me, head and heart,

in the positions which I had taken throughout.,

riven eloquent ex-
|

Mr. Weld judged rightly. Ie had

i-l'-.'-w_.- n 1o tie rE:-:ll;'-.' |--.._’|'-.E-:"é||i:-- ui. ,l|| |'|-_-;|'g'|_-i'_" I:I,l
Mr. Birney id nothing th Veninge He excused him-

Id o dine

with him next 'f::l‘., At that time he i'I-::l'-. indorsed all
Mr. Weld had said, and declared that the legal "i_'_hl 0l

|:--.=i-'l' Was 4 ** monstrous moral wrong.

In a conversation with Mr. Weld a few dayvs later he

,‘;!:.:: “| .~'|:;:|| not live a JI-:'::] ,.I,;--,.--];..i.]. I' any

longer than till I ean devige the wisest and safest wayv of

L %
‘-.!;Il L

|:.I|"|il:_'_' my glaves 1n leeal F--.------E_--rs

making such provision for them in liberty 1ce and
@ Tequiri

15 18 the testimony of the onl Fivin vitness to
LA CONVErsations [aken in com 101 W the Iacts
here narrated it throws a flood « ohit 1 1 the
Mo which had influenced M Birnev for several
Ve One other fact if 1t had been known to Mr. Weld ¥
at the time would have aceounted for Mr. Birnev’s guarded
language as to the time he would take to emancipate hi

glaves. Michael, the hushband and father of the family
v

:.||_‘-' owned by Mr. Birnev and who had beem

up with him from boyhood, had been unabl

e TO conaquel
hi appetite for strong lilj-inl':i. and needed the con i1
watchful care of his master and friend. IFor some years

T,
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the ].r!.l-,—ﬂl.i}hu' was

i”l!'H!l".r drunkard and '!.--':.'.,j:H‘ |l ,EIEHJ,:”\"..

were nearlv erown, |

years Michael had w
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hat if free he wounld become a con-

The children

ut had hittle mental capacity. For
:;<i-;'-'.||1ui that his fre :iur,‘ll ';'.'ul._.'li 1:lr'

1 =0T L} E||r | = =ML S r = L) ill L1 !I‘l""l Ei;.‘- ;l'J.I-!' 'ltl
lent spiri Mv father’s imtention, well nnderstood by
his family 18 to take Michael and his children to Illinois;
||=| | | Iy ] l 1 i 110l 1000 i.- 1T i ! L Bl1EH L
those n to a strange:
lentry Wilson, in his “ Rise and Fall of the Slave

Power in America,
:-;,l.'-! of .!;i§j||-_- (1. |1ir'
13 ié::h_‘-' contradicted
and 18 inconsistent

['he error, however, |

by many as the truth.

gsions by Mr. Weld w:

? attributes to Mr. Weld the “ conver-

ney to anti-slavery prineiples.” This
by Mr. Weld in a letter to the anthor,
with the facts of Mr. Birney’s life.
18 been repeated until it is accepted
['he effect of the profound discus-

4 T . I s — 1 s
1 to give Mr. Birnev a deeper in-

terest in the subject of slavery and a conviction in regard
to its removal. If he had not seen Mr. Weld, he would
probably have removed to Illinois before the end of the
vear 1832. Havinr n him, he w ! state of mind
[ ora o the a niance | e I on offered him in
July—to « perate agil Iy imd which will be the
subject of our next chaptes Mr. Weld’s visit was 1m-
portant in its collateral results, and as laying the nda-
tion of a life-lone friendship, but it * converted ¥ Mi

His anti-slavery principles were the

Or'fral growth of a lifetime, not a sndden revelation.
I\l._ secondad ted theorvy o this \-:|:;||||\.-||_| *oonver-

1 1 " ¥ . - .
101 Il J | 11k "i'Jli".'I change of heart belng as-
imed l T | Mr. Birney happi 0
I y 1 | ] | 17 ¥
| i 1 { l H l naL 1 Ll

-Ill went E j 1"1" 1 1 } 1 i

9 { 11 Sl AT =Y L 7 = 1 A T1IAaTIE i1
Li wihetner, 1 | % s BLRAE 111

Js:!!_-'-., aAny aSuusion wias made by
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either party to Mr. Garrison's paper. The following pas-
sage in Mr. Weld’s letter quoted from above 1s, I presume,
his answer to the inquiry: “ The news of Mr. Garrison’s
“ Liberator,” though started some months before, had nof
vet reached Alabama. Indeed [ did nof myself hear of it
until my retwrn to New York some months later.”*

While it is certain that Mr. Birney had never seen the
little Boston paper, it is not at all improbable that he had
seen the “ Emancipator,” published in 1820, at Jonesbor-
ough, Tenn., by Elihu Embree ; the * Geniug of Universal
Emancipation,” published from 1821 to 1824, at Green-
ville, Tenn., by Benjamin Lundy; and the * Abolition
Intelligencer,” published in 1822 and 1823. DBut his very
dccurane k]:;--'-.'n']--:lj_-- of -1i;|*.4-!'_1 wasg the fruoit of [H-!'.m!;:ll
4||J.-'I'I".-':l|i"{I :lll'] n-'-;[!u-!‘in-ru-!-; ;,“,] his repugnance Lo i['
grew out of an enlightened conscience, early impressions,
education in free States, a strong sentiment of justice,
and his conviction that it was undermining the free in-
stitntions of the country and endangering the Union of
the States.

* Beventeen months ; the first number was issued January 1, 1831,
Mr. Weld did not bear of the * Liberator " until it was nearly two years

old.

>
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SOCIETY,

e iy
183215383,

[r any reader has taken up this memoir with the ide:

i

that Mr. Birney's i[l"‘i?i]'ii'{i“!l to work :l_:EI;.fI.-C[ slavi 'y wa
instantaneous or even hurried, that he had the divine
afflatus of one of the Hebrew prophets, or even imagined

himself :*‘!”'i'i:uii-j-' commissioned of God for any purpose,

o P | £ . 1114 1 w | P e
14T :~':|||'|i\"5 O N18 1L UB1011E by thig nar-

|1:- has |.|-,-.!:;:_ I'

ritive. Mr. |=i!'2‘|!'_'. was 4 man of his time and piace ; 10
superor to the limitations that restrain men gcsenerally,
susceptible to social influences, bound to the South by

the ties of birth and kindred, and devoted to his native

and adopted States. In his early liberalism on the subject

of slaverv he did not differ from very many of the lead-

ing men of Kentucky or from many of the most intelli-

rent x IS --i' A ;L||.'L:| H [ll'in!' 74 '.|-_|- r'r:.;_r| of .];L:-'r;_-uu,
rl.ii:»'. ] . Wily 3 1]"| ! %'."JIE.‘-II |I of .--'.;l'H.'J'_'. |r'ln-|!—
I]:!: I'., L1 i did s ] i | ]"‘:"| Bs 01 | OWINn T 11110711 .

-
[

It would be mmterestinge to know

bamians who shared his anti-slavery view
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are inaccessible. Mr. Birney was a very practical man as

well as a sincere Christian, He was prudent as well as

bold, having regard to [-lw-iill“i.;---i as well as to []'_-'H!'iw',

and never forgetting common sense in favor of radical
abstractions. At the time we have reached his abhorrence
of slavery was banishing him from his native South, but
he shuddered at the thoueht of the horrors he thought
would follow the ,L_'.'f'!ll'l‘::] immediate abolition of slawve I'y.
To him, as to most Southerners, it appeared to involve
gocial convulsions, the overthrow of ecivilization in the
South, and the substitution of immorality and barbarism.
His sentiment on these subjects is the key to his eourse
in 1332.

His ill"'ii;n'.‘tll.u!i-' for removal to Illinoig had oececasioned
very vigorous protests from his friends at Huntsville,

which. however, did not cause him to hesitate. 1':.‘1['_3}.' in

July he was greafly surprised at receiving an appointment
as an agent of the Colonization Society. Iis distriet was

to include Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana,
and Arkansas. Iis acceptance was urged in a highly

complimentary letter from Rev. R. 1

. Gurley, who, among

19

A
|l “][l'l.'it |:=II' mMaost

other kind expressions, had termed him

disti |_-_'_‘:|i.~'].'_---| |'|'-‘.'_'~'1'1'~' in the Sonth.,” Mr. !'nit'hw_u' answered

it in a long letter,* dated Huntsville, Ala., July 12, 1832.
i 1

" R —— - o i e e
Dom exiracts will mterest the reacer .

The eall siven by vour society, to all appearance providential,
added to the earnest resistance of my most esteemed religious
friends to my project of removing from among them, has really

staprered me not a little,

The above passage contains !.ﬁ-*l']_:]lm the ..r;|_=_- ndica-
tion of a belief on Mr. Birney’s part in the doctrine of
gpecial providences. Such an offer, coming unsolicited

" The originals of this, and several other letters from J. G, Birmey to

the Rev. Dr. Gurley, have been kindly placed in my hands,

ogr
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and unexpected at the only time in his life when he would
have considered it, would have shaken the unbehief of the

most ineredulons. He had delayed his answer several

davs. for two reasons: I'!f"]. D Teceive a [-‘H]TJ!I'EI-'f which

Mr. Gurley had ]ll"'fFJj.-n'l| to send

the last annual report of the society, after the perusal of which I

would be better informed as to its true condition and the pos-

sibility of my being able to render essential service as an agent.
He tells Mr. Gurley he has not yet decided to aceept,
:t'|'] 'l:'l:l’- !|]t'l'-' ~ O1e Il.i.'~'l=‘|,"|l‘ to his |::-ui|=_:' S—

which I fear will be almost insurmountable, I mean the ne-
cessity which will be imposed upon me as agent to be absent
from home, and, of course, prevented from giving any attention

to the education of my children for such long periods. I appre-

hend that if I neglect tha L|.'.'._‘. of educating my children, .

s I must ||--"-'---:::"-|_'1 do :--_\ annuil absences from home of five or

=
“1 I Il CIHLLV I | !- |" tal LT -Ii' n I ell 1 Ci i1} 1
lered mild y lon 8] cut

H 1 | 1] ¥ Ivert = riv £

Li L 1) V1 Al Y EL LS Li ||"l"' y LL) Lilly
e ‘.01 1 A i1
"WIGH a | rminacion to leave tne oSiate, ana rives tne
I'éason FOLLOTY

I had become so fully convineed of the corrupting influences

of slavery on the character of the young among us, especially

those of our sex (and six of my seven children are 1-“!_'-' 1), that al-
thoueh borm in [-'.r'::'l‘:--'--i_'-.' and |".:|_‘\ L r!ll:u::.‘u”‘s_‘." the r='|"-‘5~'" |
of sla I had » ed Illinois and ded to rem here.

Of th lary offered him, he sa

]l- commnensntion '|'--'|-|-"-.r_ '|:', |'|:"_.!I very far i'|‘:.!"-:|"|" 0 MY

wofessional gains, is liberal. No one who would in the present

circumstances of the ' 12k more would be mon ' quilified
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him and his family, he wishes to have a elear understand-
i!‘.".'

asks full answers to ten questions, Most of these are not

of all that will be expected of him ; and he, therefore,

now of interest. The first is as follows :

1. Say, I spend each year from three to four months continu-
ously in the Southern and Southwestern portious of the distriet,
attending Legislatures, conferences, synods, ete., of ecclesiastical
bodies, the rest of the year in the northern part of the State and
ili the ']'1'!I'_l1'~-l & "]I,'I.Elﬂ'_';'_ J-'".'Jrr_f" ! F.-Jrr'.-.'.‘l.' i -u',f, iy ¥ done & !lf!ll .lil
the Btate of Tennessee, say within one hundred miles of this
place, the exeursions to be for ten, fifteen, and twenty days, with
opportunities for frequently being at home for short periods—
would this be a c'-:‘-lljl]i lnce, ete., with the .!-lr'il,-t:\.'.-- rules 1'|--Jh--!'r-

11 its noents 1

5. How will the soci .'_'\ .\_|_1.-.r its arents 1o travel ? I'.I the
cheapest practicable manner, or by the ordinary modes of con
veyance, such as *Et':tl.‘li-‘h‘:*-i. staces, elc. ‘l]\ OwWn ll|z-iI|i-l:| s
that in the South he must travel as any gentleman in good cir-
cumstances would do not employed on an agency. He must not
be placed 1 the attitude of one rendering thanks for what the
community may do favorable to the society, but rather to receive
thanks from the community.

He asks to have sent to him all the annual réports, the

proposed history of the society, the names of 1ts members,

the opimions of distinguished men about it, gome missing

numbers of his set of the * African Depository,” and other
documents. He wants time at the next two or three terms
of eourt to wind up such law business as he could not

transfer; and fime to study his subject fully. lle wishes
to make complete preparation, believing that an agent
“should be possessed of all the material facts in relation
to the whole scheme of colonization, and have them so
authenticated as to place their genuineness beyond all man-

ner of doubt in the minds of those upon whom he i8 to act.”

oF
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He is t'-‘.'i.lll'!lll._k' inclined to .'ii'l'hpr_ but wizghes to !HI'-'r'.
all the light possible on the subject; and he reserves his
decision. Toward the close he mentions diffieulties, but
adds, in hig great-hearted sanguineness : “ And yet I can
not but believe that, with prudence and diligence, the
!J|]~EE-' mind in the South may be awakened to some
]Ili‘_',ii{l".' effort.”

He touches again upon the bright outlook 1n a part of

the district

In the Valley of the Tennessee [he says] there is, among any
III".-:'i_-w,ll'r- of ||J"|~a[i.;i.||i:_'-.'. no small feeling as to their |J|,l|_‘. Lo put
their slaves in a way of final emancipation, with a view of send-
ing them to Liberia. Their consciences are too much awakened

again to sleep without some action,

On the 26th of July Mr. Gurley wrote to Mr. Birney
an answer to his inquiries of the 12th, and inclosing a
commission to him as agent of the American Colonization
Society for the Southwestern Distriect. This letter was
held under advisement until the 23d of Angust, Mr. Bir-
ney wishing to consider * the matter calmly, dispassion-
ately, and in all its aspects,” before making a decision
which would il.".--i‘- ¢ B0 great a chanee to himself and his

i.ll'_',_"- :f';lrniij.'. He [|'.-!'-H :1-.'.'1-;=I|-i[, He '.‘1']‘111‘:-':

[ am now engaged in preparing myself for active operations
by a careful study of the whole subject. . . . Facts are the strong
Weldpons, iI‘.'.-'| I" ¥ lH ‘] ]If'il]if'['l} [l]'l'*l'?]'.“i* command success, . ..
Fine speeches, embracing generalitics only, may do well enough
I

Or an anmversury meeting, to attroct admiration o the SpenKel

in my hhumble _iI-l|"T-|e-?:r, there must be facts. the whole In
the cause. aunthenticated beyvond all controversy, and exhibited
In such a manner as to show the entire ]:!':I-'Iif':-.-i-i:i-"-. of thi
scheme and its good effects upon all parties concerned, before
men will be moved i:l_-..-..'...,\-1_.]|5|.-|:]:_‘-35[;|!5;]|.. ]'.;-'_.|;'i'_|l'_- action

in its favor,

The first step that should be taken in this district, where
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jealousy of the society exists, from an apprehension that its ob-
:ll"'l is an interference with the I'i:‘il‘.:é of E'II"'I.'l'l.'[:\, is to :_',':ll!l the
good-will, at least, of the Legislatures, This being done, the
a8 ““raw head and

rent will not be looked npon in the country

I

will be removed.

loady bones,” and all undue fear of his influence upon the slaves
: l

Lt must be borne in mind that, although the Coloniza-
tion Soeciety had been welcomed by many of the leading

men in the border slave States, it wag viewed with sus-

g.f.-}uu and alarm ' the ;-'.1|:E:-1'.-‘ in the * cotton belt,

Lol ] 1 e R et i : :
and had gained no substantial foothold in the States o

the * far South.” The letter continues:
I have sketched out for myself the following plan: Attend
the meeting: of the Legislature of Missis f!e|-]_ at Jackson, e ']_'.'

in November: thence to New Orleans, for the PUrpose of address-
ing the Legslature of Lounisiana, . . , to sup« rintend there the
¢ l-'|?|-!'|:|=!;-.‘:~'!l -".|:--+]-I‘;-!--!| to Liberia ; thence to Tuscaloosa, to
Ill'-l'l'.l:'l', r| Ell'---i'!-!!. L pon lip' i.c-::E-]--.!'!r'-- of |I| .‘;-‘:!‘.l'.

I deem it altogether important that the subject be first fully
discussed before these bodies before it is introduced elsewhere
among the people, unless very peculiar and favorable circum-
stances should eall for a different course. To make a favorable
impression upon the Legislature of Louisiana and upon the popu-

lation of New Orleans, in which I include the planters upon the

: Importance.

The chief points in the lower part of this State are Tuseca-
loosa, Montgomery, Claiborne, and Mobile. The BState ----t";{'1"\',
established in 1829-"80 by Mr. Polk, has gone entirely to decay
but I doubt not it can be revived. In the other places mentioned
[ shall endeavor to establish soecieties on my first isit., It is my
il

itention, at present, to return to Huntsville, after visiting these

everal points in this State, and wvisit all the P ints on and near
the Mississippi River, in January, Febmary, and March. I will
leave for summer operations East Tennessee and that portion of
West Tennessee which ean not be ----:|'\.--_5'..-||:|_-, !-||:|-I|':|r|'ti il_\

steambouats. . . . The soc :|!'I‘\' in this i-'r;;r-:-. considered FI:\.' me one
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of the most important in the whole region, has been recently in

rather a lancuid condition. , . . Ireceived all the pamphlets you

1|.|':i 1 i L) 1 . t !|||: 1 s | O e Il-l'l 1=
nished Catholics who are friendly to the '
will 1 find Lppro resolu n { t] af stant 1
il |_| i lui l 1 n |I 11 1 | '| il O |
W i i 1 1 .:n 1 i 1 e nd v A5 O] 'l L
la aul e anfarmatinmn. ol t orvinion in Charlestor
{ A5KE 10T 1NIormaction LbollL ':'-!=-"|! Lil LT LA Lon

for the latest publications on the subjeect, and for facts
with which to answer u|lli---.'IE-|Z'.=' I"'HL!H-’!H]‘"{ made in the
south.

The letter next in order of time which has been pre-
served bears date October 13, 1832. Mr. Birney had vis-
ited Tennessee and lectured in three different towns. Th

chief object of the letter appears to have been to ask an

;
* 1 . 1 1
by the soci he had just recei g | the number
] &1 ]
colon nt to Liberia as two thousand, and the mana-
[ In a recent address to th |-:II ol the | | 0
|
- -
had ited 1t at a much larg | I'd L

Statements on important points varvine so essentially and

made in publications favorable to the society, produce much em-
barrassment in the mind of one desirous to impart precise infor-
matio In the estimat hich \ ' ne addresss
neh I ] lv del 1 r basis & doi
11l ] ment 1 e o hole number I the O 151 |
CLUSTV ho G1 L D 1 Wt those restared to A CA
by Ll La I th mtnaral 1ncre nd thosi 1 ]
th ped . e ] o i o 't thre .
Is th 11 unds of the truth § not, Id to
correct it, | tl . WIS e | ru ) .
jured just in proportion h itements made i 1ts favor are

unsupported by Lacts,
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He remits moneys collected, states that the Coloniza-
tion Society of Huntsville had appointed a committee to
draught a memorial to our Legislature on the subject of

the emancipation laws of the State, and adds:

The weight of responsibility which the society at Washing-
ton, by leaving almost everything to my own discretion, has
thrown upon me, I feel to be very great. . . . I will within this
month visit the principal places in the Tennessee Valley.

The reader will have noticed that between the dates of
his letters of August and October Mr, Birney has modi-
fied his plan of operations. He had intended to go south-
ward in the first place, reserving Tennessee for his work
during the next snmmer; but, on more full information,
he has already lectured in several towns in Tennessee, and
now proposes to visit the valley before any other part of
his district. In the States north of Alabama a good re-
ception had been generally given to the advocates of col-
onization; but sixteen years of effort had failed to remove
the coldness or allay the irritable jealousy toward them in
the States of the * Cotton Belt.” To employ a native of
the South, a man of good reputation and social standing
to present the cause was the last, the only resort. If that
failed the canse was desperate. T'o influence the South it
was important to ship many emigrants from New Orleans
in the spring expedition. Mr. Birney thought he eould
secnre them 1 Tennesse

The letters written by him from Tennessee on his
visit to that State in the antumn of 1832 have not been
preserved. That he was successful in securing a num-
ber of emigrants for the intended expedition from New
Orleans in April will appear hereafter. From Tennessee
he returned to Huntsvillee Thenee he went to Tuseca-
loosa and Montgomery. His letters from those places

are missing, but from a statement in one of December

o
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from Mobile, we learn that at each of the three

1
|

LA™

places he answered objections made to the society, particu-
larly |'|J-* ."-'-J-'r'f.*r'ff‘,-.f -ail_i'l-:'l‘;n‘..-u that !.'.'|-- ,'".r!ll'!'il':i!l { —.'!1-!::5-
zation Soeiety 18 a Northern institution, set on foot by

fanatics, ete.; that the subjeet ought not to be discussed
in the slave States; and that it has a tendency to produce
, restless and agitated state of feeling wng the glay
- But tl pot 18 one the discussion of whi
was not favored by the public. He writes that at his firsi

meetine, Mobile, December 18th: “ Quite a small andi-
ence collected at the appointed time in one of the
c¢hurches.”

He was heard respectfully. At the close of the lecture
some infelligent persons expressed their * great satisfac-
tion at my manner of il‘w.‘tli]z;' the r‘llf'llil--‘[." The ~'l:]'_]-' i
itself. however., seemed to have no friends. A second
Hl:'n'iil'f_".;Il=§""lfl‘.l' | at the same I'1|-LI‘I' for the next evening,
was afttended by so very few that he did not speak. A
third meetine was also a failure, and he abandoned his

intention to take up a collection and form an anxiliary to

the State _-:.u-i- ‘__-_ [ ] letter |;.- a ':r 1ts that "'.t_l-]-:-.‘:l'—
ances here and all throurh the gsonthern ["'I'liﬂ’::- of this

State are gloomy,”

r ,-II.':H || AN & ‘;h;,- '||| e Td |i -_.t,' {in !'I-’.I' return 1o rll'-!-d':lllnl =il ::.’.'1
Huntsville. 1 searcely know what opinion I could give on the

--Ilh_.-—-'.l il Keeping up an agency in Liise dastrict, or ol makKing

Jor the present any additional effort. Should Virginia act with
efficiency at the session of her Legislature now holding, it would
be a fuct strongly tending to execite this State to some similar
course. There is, however, a deadness to the subject of Afriean
colonization in this |u-5"-i n of Alabama which is altogrether dis-
cou in [ think ieth beneficial 1 be done in Ten-
UTLEETEY In counti here slave labor 1] quires
DENH 'l.clll':'ll'l i) ] D up our i i { |- tinn Dend [ I 111
gtock of which iz exceedin: mall all throueh this region It
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s this winter, but T am now doubtful whether

such a visit would be useful,

nary,
24 1833.7 Ile details the st L= he has taken to have em-

iorants for Liberia aided to reach New Orleans in time

for the _\I;ril |_~-L||._-|]i.‘i+-:| «* and continues :

I have read with much satisfaction the article written by Mr.
Harrison on the slavery question in Virginia. (See 8 Afric. Repos.,1
193.) It will, 1 "[_.:l1|'|-|||-:|.|_ have a strong l|-|1|]1'1|1'_‘. to counteract
the one-sided statements and the very unfair arguments of Mr.
Dew. T am F.iz-,.-u.i to see the whele ,!:l._-aliu':r! concerning the
black ]u.'.3|:|'-il'|-|t! ol our country excitine so stronge an interest
and provoking such learned discussion., It will eventuate, I
trust, in somethine favorable to the eause of humanity, and, of
course, to the true honor and streneth of our country.

[Te announces his intention to leave next week for New
Orleans. taking steamboat at Florenee, and ',-'-rir:_-_{' v the
Tennessee, Ohio, and Mississippi Rivers. Ile expresses a
wizsh to visit St. Loms, and Jacksonville. Illinois, stating
that },;- .]-I;,'r- not abandoned his 11 fu-.r:‘;iuw “to remove to
[llinoiz, that 1 _Ir,_!_-1!:: r'icl izllhr--il' and my l|i|~‘;; !_!!Ii of the

curse ol slavery.

creatur in servitude [ ean not, nor do I believe any honest
i, n reconcile tl I Cept Love thy neigl thvself »
Before he left for New Orleans, he did propose to his slaves to

the expedition = but they all refused absolutely, .L.-'.L_-;,‘,

"||] |I"E_'iif. oD it
} An able defense of the Colonization Society, delivered at Lynch-

bure, July, 1827 One paszace 12 noteworthy ¢

mingled or eonfoundeil with the broad, sweeping views of a few fanaties
in America who would urge us on to the su d total abol L of
flavery.,”  This arrow is aimed at Osborn, Lundy, Duncan, Rankin,

Bourne, ef al

vy

1
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vith the purchase of the body of that neighbor and consigning
i ] X

him and his unoffending posterity to slavery, a perpetual hond-
age, -|--_"."|-|.5I-'_" and Ii":'l"-;lj_f him in this \'.-':'5'1'. and almost ex-

1 - — + & + - -1 | 3 + g %] 1 11
{'|-I~!i||; hin (8] I,]';:il whalcn 15 To come, :"‘]!”'.:!:I

I remove

Liberia,

L;u o weeds to SNoops] :il'-' discus ;..:-_ of the “'1]II'.‘.' of

bodies of Kentucky and Tennessee. Ile says:

Could the Christian l"l'll‘:!.!:llll][:_'-.', O éven a ]'.»1[::4-1--,}111- ll::!‘? of
it, be aroused to what, 1 tlf'!.[l"n'l‘—-ljli}'t to what I Enow—to be
their duty in this matter, one might almost say of this great

T 11

work of humanity, **f 18 fintaned.

He adds:

If I do [visit Illinois this spring] my object will be to make
ll,"l"t]!ll'il[il.l!‘.‘-; for a removal— P 1']l;lil.-, within a year. . . . |
am anxious to have an opportunity of diseussing it [colonization]
before the Legislature [of Louisianal,

His next letter 1s from New Orleans, under date of

h 18,1833, His proposition to call a public meeting

was dizscouraced as mindicious by the 5-1'n-«illl'!|I of the

State Colonization So who repr sented the state of
"'L gsentiment as unfavorable. The .~'=-L‘§r_'il’\' had held
no meeting sinee its first organization, had appointed no
gxecutive committee, and collected no funds. He suc-
ceeded at leneth in holding a meeting, ﬁll}lni.‘l_\' 1'\I'Iii]'.:'. n
M L. Li- f "!-:"-']:. \ .!.'Il"_f‘-' -'".I!'_L’_"I"_"i'.-':nlll :i.=.~'e']lt:f'!-":L...'il:I|
listened in a respectful and attentive manner.

The blacks, both free and slave, were permitted to be present,

3ut I could not rouse the society into action. ::'.E!:--!u-_':*'. there

Bremed to be, '-.'_,||||.:j| excention, nderoidy ! ;|.||.|._-;|1,|;||!..:| il '..'-.||;L1

had been said, . . . The president of the society was present
at neither of the addresses. . . . I am much afraid that our
cause will lancuish unto death here. 1 know not what to do to
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reviveit. . . . They are most deplorably inert, . . . 1
shall leave to-morrow for Natchez, where also, I fear, things are
in a ‘.:1:'_.:'tli~hir_l_'3 state, as I have been informed an unsuccessful
attempt has been made to secure [a hiall I':-:'I the rerular annual

II'|I_'!,‘li]]:_'; of the =-lt']l'i} at that [Iii:l't'.

Of the prospect at New Orleans, he says: “It is
gloomy enough, yet not so much so as to nnnerve us alto-
gether.”

Under date of ©“ New Orleans, April 8, 1833,” he gives
an account of his trip to Natchez and i'url (Gibson, and of

his lectures at those places. The Natchez society was 1n
] )

] ] 3 | | | B 1 4s 1 L alloss
000 hands :i_'i=l prosperous: 1t had sixtéen nundred doliars

in its treasury. He spoke twice on sSundav—in the after-

and in the evening, in the Methodist church, to a very
laree one. The result was collections amopuntine to four-
teen hundred dollars. The meeting at Port Gibson was
not large, owing to heavy rains. The '-4-11---'ii.-l.|~.'-.'.:.---".|.-'|--.I

to about *EZ\IE\‘.'IE'-H:I!W. He then hastene ) New Orl

met there one hundred and forty .--_-_-_-';;._ emicrants f... 'f..-]

to Liberia, and chartered a vessel for their transportation.
|

attention to the sailing of this expedition ; but the apathy

“ « &k - . . ' x i : Ix 13
& Writes : l AN Making ereat exertions to avtract pubilc
“ \ i

here npon the subjeet of colonization 1s almost discourae-

: . TR :
and business detatls, he wri

I have determined on returnine to Huntsville immediately

after di spat tehinge the ;n-;pli,r:lu_ |'~._!..-'F';[i|||]‘ and on I.|||. hing in

our ‘“*Gazeite,” in wi ' numbers of a column or two thirds of
| l"Jlll[IIH l'I‘."l|| !";l* | wa ] !.. ve o !,e-|',,i_|". .|:".--~.| .'.'..-.1: '1;, 11 I.';E .
addresses. T trust that arraneements ean be made for their
publication throughout all my distri

These essays he expects to issue in pamphlet form fos

circulation among members of the different State Legis-

w
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e

latures, “ bodies from which alone in the Souwtlh any effect-

5 Py
.l'.'..'_l'l |".'.'."r AL ."II.'r' P |'Jl -"!'I.

[t is evident he has already given up all hope of sne-
cess from the action of societies formed at the South.

Under date of April 15, 1833, he expresses the opinion—

that the remarks contained in the latter part of Mr. Finley's

vl it the last anniy LT 11l <o 1 t it cause at the
South. . . . To call the slave-holders—even cla ol them
who are willine to perpetuate the odious relation which my soul

ntes—indeed, to call any deseription of persons who may be
opposed to us enemies, to treat them as such by hard names, to
push them into the ranks of an unrelenting opposition, is not, in
my judgment, caleulated to promote our success.  IRather let us,
as those are wont to do who are conscious of having a good cause,
|l'l‘.' Lo .-r.1|'.":1_|_-1-|~ |.:5|i1r.4| s |* fl.‘J']!I,'LII':!!'_l'{' :|r|-.1 ]~.[!_-EI!| =5 :|.‘|'.1 .-clir!.'t'
areument that they are wrong, and thus persuade them to be

1

Ccome Our Iru nds and co-operators

April 20th.—The brig Ajax, with one hundred and

fifty emigrants, dropped down the river. She sailed April

all thie Necessary arrangements, gaming the promise ol

HeT : A T : S R S

three dis =!:',_Iil-|:l'll antiemen to !*}”.I]-.,:l'-.'-i'||i-!:"_' L1
+ 33

lu.‘.:-:-.w!'-:u' and in the Nnewspapers, “failed utti !Ila'.' “The

- 1. oy 1 4 S 4 T | > 1 o el 3 1 % &%
gentleman who was 1o submilt the nOrst resolution Wils

absent.  “ The other two who were to introduce the see-
ond and third resolutions declined going on with the ad-
dresses.” He thinks that  but little mnst be asked in the

v of personal effort” from professed colonizationists at
New Orlem | i no pop lax to be « Inedc !'_'-
Openly espolsin he eanse of colonization But n thi
older Pt f M .jlll. there 18 a | FR) 11I'1T 1
benevolent thi han in this 1 m.”

[“'.-' |']!||]:-:';; Illl Ot On

] P . " Fiy Pk 1
1IJlr:-._ ]|;|--;;'__'| GOy ElLd mouth o1 the !':.f.'.."."". ks El:l,‘ -lrl::i:
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Reach-

f |

ho 5ays, “ was like a +:e-.~§:ﬂi:t| for cholera 1-::‘.'
ing Huntsville early in May, he began the preparation of
i|ii EEEAYVE 0N -'l-||-.'|i_-.:|5;.n.-r|. il!'u-:'=nf~.-'| for ]'L-!-IIIHI_'IH'.'L[ih:l i.tl
the Southern newspapers. This work was interrupted by
a trip to Kentucky between the 5th and 26th of June,
it!1-.'1|rfi-il to establish “ antilre l'li—lrE.‘l'['.'I”-..'ll“ between the
Kentucky Colonization Society and those of his district.
All public meetings in that State were prevented by the
gudden prevalence of cholera. Returning through Nash-

he took steps there to secure the ecireulation by all

111 |
YiLg, 1

the colonization societies in Tennessee of petitions to the

LTy il]l“' I"\_Ill"r'll\l'-i

In o letter of June 29. 1833. he makes a :»:'-,-"_;----':E--!- for
the consideration of the board of manacers. 'he follow-

inge extracts will show its character :

o ip . . ry s x , ,'
)“.'- wagition = Our oreal Alrrent 1q to ecall into eff el the painers ol

the nation. How can thizs most surely be done? We have been try-

ine it since the first institution of the Colonization Boeie

ol [ pp Wl | o0 Longl
lwavs m W h delent ini W ] Vi 1y - | i
prejudice. S o on in the same ¥

The chief ecan f the defeat. he thi s that thi
method p 15 ‘ jealo nd susj of a
settled inten 1 to Torce Uongress L | 1slate npon a & h-
ject which the South has declared must remain untouched
by national legislation.” He advises ceasing the direct

application to Congress :

of any visit to Henry C

wy
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ety

We may then press upon the individual States to make appro-
!'J'i:ll‘i':ll--, We mav, when we have their full e nfidenc . egxcite

them to exertion ~]i;-'_i_'. » and havine their good will, if their o

resources should be insufficient, we the vervy ororans of
CAITVING thelr and 1 shi 'll‘l’.i'-’"""'I Ly
upon 1t for assistance to accomph ] Iv believi
this 15 th peedles ' [ safull inl
the best for lod I B L i count wh fed no
1 el f I mistake 1 bv thi creflor ind r i
M nern il g nd thi I l f 5 '8.
[ hay 11 I il | LY'S | ol pplica LB
(! ot | I o tisfied 1 | IO ) b thi Ui
precis ¢ . If it be destroved the world iy mouarn, for its
l1b 'L} i8 lost,
(n 1 hth ll.I l'k"_'_"l | | Vv I'l s to Mr. Gurley .
Yet sometimes I fear that the South will do nothing until it
is too late, as it will be in ten years from this.
L D0 i e date he { n the publication 1 th
“ Hun Democrat ” of a series of newspaper a
on colonizatio I ditor of that sheet said in
ducing : i\ pls to f OMIMuni '
Our 1 } 1 &kl | I.I‘ll I':. ] =] A 1l
orredl i 1T | I PO Wi h it becomes
very man to form an opinion, and the materials for
'iili!__ 1 COYrTect 1 in nowl ] b |'|| '||.|_ 111 4 MOr
Iregd I orm ]. i \ l I ¢ 1D a=sum 1 'II
short { of Mzr. B i
['he gen Irft 58 P8 s apparent 1n the fol-
lowing extrae
] thelrr count ufferine under an evil b ed by in-
disputable te comine from all parts of it to be .
Uh 1 weially th poT 1 KNow 15 th H hold r
alates, 1 nder a **ereat and erowing moral and po-
litical disea

To the objection that the plan originated in the free
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Shall prejudice so narrow as this persuade us to lay aside
scheme salutary and profitable in itself because its inventors have,
by the providence of God, their places of residence in the North
or East § Heretofore we have acted a wiser part ; we did not
say to Whitney, the ingenions inventor of the cotton-rin, * You

are from the land of steady habits.

He admits that the abolitionists are * found almost
AT =

e free States.” but claims that the lead

rnlas ot o -
t'.’-."|I1-L‘-'-|' I 1 1ng

ones are hostile to colonization. In !'-]'L-r-f he cites the

chareces made by Mr. Garrison arainst the society in his

e I mirhto (" 1 R e I 1 R B rreravea F s O DT

NOUuerEnets on OLONLZEALLOTL, AN qUuotes rom vie review

* 4 i 1 3 1 % 57 W 1 - 1 LT | LA P

01 [hil |-:|r!!:.~=:|: L 1n Ll .|'a|',u- numoer, 1oos, 0l the () LLELY -
terly “* Chnrstian o) )

In his fourth number he refers to “a more recent

]|| i il', ‘|‘| ""“':|:-|"_'-'|||r' 1 af -'I'_" 1|I.|'-:|I,"'!'|!.ll_"‘: of \ll

Garrison.” ete.. and makes a gnotation from 1£.*

1

3 i) -
rowner, 1n tne cood Conl-

If. on the other hand, to furm

duet of the --l,..l', EVEervy motive 1o |'-:':'i I.'I':_I'R"I.!'!L:E‘. I-"-'.:I:"]. .!Jiu'.l.

In the number for January, 18 of the “ African Repository,”
vhich pa Mr. Bin ead, Rev. Mr. Gurle plis i1l & e in the
Lib W ke nf
He™ (Mr. Garrison) * st n.J n Philadelpl ]
mt a co fl hough into my hand, and that view ol
ther 10 rinmphant, destru review '—and
After six months, behold the result !? Tt is true that Mr. Garrison very
obhgingly | 1 n h his book; but in regard to the other part
of the statement, I apprehend he bas been indebted (as I fear he is in
me other ea his imagination for his fact. . . . Mr. Garrisor }
nounces the charg t he vilifies the South totally false”? M
wE: Y Having selected certain passages from the writings of such men
18 Mesars, Clay, Harper, Mereer, Harrison, of Virginia, 1 De. Cald
\"'!l. of North Carolina | T I excloim “Yi LLLY latorg!
Yo hard-hearted, incorvi i1 ! X Iy and ntl rob-
bers! Ye contemners of justice and merey! Ye trembling, pi pal
faced usurpers, my goul spurns you with unspeakable dis ”

(* Thoughts,” p. 107.)
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to treat him kindly, and at last to let him go free, bestowing
upon him a share of that “wherewith the Lord his God has
blessed ? the master—if, 1 say, this be to favor emancipation, the
gociety can offer no E-lq':l but that of ** guilty ” to the charge. 5o
1'|;|]_'~' do I trust to the I:I]il"!l'_‘-.' of this process in the States of

Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee that all that is

wanting, in my judgment, to disburden them of slavery in a
ret onable l:_:ilr'. ' means to .';__.1'|-;,:_ |’|;|' CcOsl of o r"-!|1[rli‘t.:i'|::-

conveyance to a safe and pleasant home of all slaves who may be
offered by their owners for removal. , . . 1 would not venture
the opinion that there would, in this way, be any sudden extin-
.::'llllﬂtl.'n- nt of slavery in thozse States, but it would not he hazard-
ing my reputation for forecast to say that it would be continually

8

approaching 1ts te rmination,

He proceeds to combat the idea of trying the experi-
ment of abolition before |-'.'1'|'_\' |.1E[|-[' i'n".i.-i:’rh‘ }l|:';!| i* l]'il."];
and he lays down a general proposition, * that there is in
jociety an inherent power for self-preservation, which it 1s
aunthorized to |r the removal .rr eril that m 1ts na-
ture tends to produee social dissolution, although 1t may
be unavoidable that another evil be introduced, instead of
';I.' o1e !"'fil:'"-"'i.. E'“"'-i'l'"i || I'-‘l “ll ;I"-"": ].|':|'_':|'.E‘-|.||,II'.=!I

'[ },I wWis £ ','-.1.'|r—-.'<E'_"-.-|1I r'\\'t‘f'li. and " Tave orent IIELIZ"'!I.,-.'._-.
as asserfing the legislative right to remove slavery.

In his seventh number he assents to the proposition
that “the evil of a settled, self-perpetuating system, by
which a large and increasing number of our race are,

throuch all ages, to be debarred of rights declared to be

indestroetible 1s ereater than anv evil affectine the gen-

eral welfare to be produced by their liberation among ns
thinks the South is in a situation * which it is8 desirable

e s and I."'ti_'].!'_:.'ll"- '] !|i|:.1‘-['1 a --]:11.'-.--!'|f-3-[-‘1' i..!:!‘.'s.ﬂ_'-.'

under the operation of conscientious scruples and desirou

| 8
of releasing himself from the relation of master.” He re-
ers to slavery as *that hydra ich, with bloody crest,

has been well-nigh erushing to death, in its horrid folds,
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the ripening manhood of our eountry ”; and expresses the
opinion that * benevolence and wisdom, if properly led on,
1

ble every part of this enlightened land

will, at length, enal
to see that to her greatest strength and highest happiness
slavery must, in the nature of things, be ever opposed—
and to throw off the foul clog by which she has been en-
cumbered as the leader of the nations in their march to
freedom.™

It may be easily imagined what a stir and excitement

these articles caused among Sonthern politicians. They

were wit precedent in the annals of the press of the
Gulf States. Thoueh opposed to 1nstantaneous, they
i .

trongly  ady d eradual abolition. And they were
s | 13 ]
written by a native o I'l ! A man of standing!
m i) -_ ] an e . 1 £ +1 I § 211
['he first two or three were copied from the Huntsville

» 4 P LB 3 F i hind ]
‘““ Democrat ” by a great many slave-State papers; but, as

the series went on, the number of copying papers fell off ;

at the seventh number there were none ; and the * Demo-

crat ? itself refused the eichth, for [ul‘!:-lu‘-ii:.:'.l reasons!!
The Alabama press was closed to Mr. Birney. The Gulf
States had refused to hear his appeal. He was forced to
the conclusion that if he wished to pry up slavery from

its deep foundationg, he must seek farther north for a

How pgreatly shall T be pleased to see you personally, that

I might communicate to YOu more |I|I!.i' than I ean in a letter the
results of mv ohservations in the Bouth. The #ruth iz appalling

Uniom, . . . Yet 1 fear I should have noth-

to every friend of

ing to communicate that would encourage t friends of ecoloni-

zation and humanity. I have been greatly disappointed in the

insensibility of the religious community on the subject of slavery.
S0 far from sending their glaves to Liberia, the greater part are

not slow to justify slavery in our circumstances. . . . I musf

in the

rive vou myv opinion candidly as to our prospects
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South. 1 fear nothing effectual will be done here for getting rid
of slavery until the evil shall cure itself. The only effectual way

. ST ; ’ Ly . g 5
that seems open to my view 18 the iritledrecieiel of |“..:.I_.|,_. id (or
I

¥ 1 I j f . =

Maryland or Kentucky) rrom 1
' ' Should this be done, the whole

some scheme of emancipation i
systemm of slavery in the United States would, from the wvery
Pressure of pu "|, be b ht—and th in a few vears

in shivers to the ground. In proportion as the slave-holding
1 0 Vi 1 1 1In politl | intluence, it will be wenkened
in the n f withs dine tl rce of public sent il

the last State in which slavery shall exist—althoueh its slaves, as

may be hedged around by laws and constitutions, and

property,

absolutely intango

irible—yet will it be perfectly odious. . . . 1
Assure you, gir., I have no |l"'i“-' for the South. . . . There is no
escape but in doing that which I am almost certain will not be

.
aone,
io nit] g

What 1 would now suggest would be, prress with every
and eolenization, I one of those Btates be not detached from
the number of slave-holding States, the slave question must inevi-

-:-|.|I||. |:|-1'--|. I am by no mean cert |i:: but that Lower .'"[::~

Ippl i d the countrs ]rl."'i: '!-f"_' on the Gulf of Mexico will

||| I”ill' =Lme ]"Il.i":' ]:I' 'I_':_'.'t"- l'.llii-"'f' 5]':.": 1kl‘.' "‘:hi:":..'ll coOn-
nection between him and the Colonization Society will
i i hi 1 11 i |.| I's lo 1 \. ) |I|]|l]

Many me | i Ul 1slatn then in 07 .
eni Thi [1ar ] | 1 the Repn 1 1 Hal i
Wil 0o o led that 1 v who ( e 1 | 1 ree unbile t
into the room. I spoke bout an hour and a half, and, going
Tk 1l hat T had don could I tv do south o
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Tennessee, 1 assumed the position that slavery must not be re-

garded as a permanent condition among us ; and | Elllr'rlll'ltt-l| to

show that there are causes now in very active operation to bring

it to a termination. \T_'\' !If'l]llrlwi[illj]-

than []||-_-." had ever been: elsewhere that 1 was

wiere so much bolder

prepii i'rl] 1O exnect

gsome complaint from the timid and indolent lovers of slavery.

But there was none at all,

|

He spoke also to erowded honses at

and Elkton. He writes:

It is my sincere belief that the South,

Grallatin, Franklin,

at least that part of it
the last year become
i on the subject of

blind to the natural

1|\"lf | i J | =S 'l;;l 1l 'I'l ] motion 'f']- peti-

i L
trong from all parts ol his district to the State Legislatures
] e f.!',.-:'-:', I|.1 (R ] [| (-||:|-| :-'r'ii-.:'-:l _"‘:ln 160V, !|:- { ”: ,|l

relations to 1t eame to an end. [n a
this time to Mr. Gurle ¥ he

[ am [:I1 to see all ..-.-I-.-'u_.-.-w at work

slavery from our land.

altorether unchristinn, and that therefore

About the 15th of November, 183

Alabama to his native county in Ke
| 1 his home a mili
chased farm of one hundred and thirt

adjoining his father’

for the exi

[ believe the eond

fl_:-lf:.‘-‘f- 137 afr
ition of .-I'L‘CI'I"_'\ to be

its tendency is to our

1 1 o
«y A0 TCIMOYVCEA 170
1

| :!il":-_-': a11d1 r-.1;r!|_

and a half from Danvyille, on a pur-

acres, immediately

A

-

- A
|
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CHAPTER XVI.

FROM COLONIZATION, THROUGH GRADUAL EMANCI-

PATION, TO IMMEDIATE ABOLITION.

[ 15 reasons for removing to Kentucky are best given
in the '{.all..v.i_n-; extract from a letter, dated November 27,

1833, to a friend, Gerrit Smith, of New York :

Two years and a half ago, while residing in the State of Ala-
bama, my mind became greatly aroused to the sin of slave-hold-
ing. This, aided by the malignant influence that I saw slavery

exertine upon my children, determined me to wvisit Illinois for
| ]

the purpose of removing thither, of there pursuing my profession,
and of liberatinge the few slaves that I had. T authorized a friend
of mine to purchase property for me in Jacksonville, The owner

of it refused to sell. Mrs, Birng Y, whose health has ::|\k;|}« been
delicate, was somewhat averse, after residing so long at the
South, to try so hich a latitude and to fall in with habits and
modes of life so different from those to which she had been ac-
customed. My father, who 5 4'<-||.-.:|]=-E;+,i-i.lx' advanced in ave and
a cripple, too, was anxious for me, his only son, to return to
Kentucky and reside in this neighborhood near him, To all
the considerations, which I will not & Ly Wi uld have been insufli-

cient in themselves, another was added of commanding impor-

|
taAnC | ked ug the f & : ala ¢ try for
: .
L f Lif [ L f
“.- .15'.'| his family were lr--,'..l--] withh open arms Dy

their numerous relatives and connections and the peoplie
of Mercer County., If he had desired preferment in the

kur|ii-:-:';-.I \'-'-4!"£|E, he was at that time in a position to ob-
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[;l]n i‘. 1":l.=”l'n'. H1' Was iH _:_-':--r:| 1'i1'i'llTrlr'izlllr.'l‘.-%. fan uuf‘x*
BOTL, ;||:_|[ :l:.- Iq!'ra.-||e'~,‘1['.|' ]Ll_'it' to ]HII[‘ of H 11!!';‘(‘ estate ]'J‘I.wt
experience in public business and legal practice had been
varied ; he was always a good speaker, often an eloquent
O1e | he was 1"_',":-“3“””}‘ I-trplllrtl': he ]-*l'i.-'fll'_"t'-:l to an fla-
ential family which ramified into all parts of Kentucky;
and no act of public notoriety had as yet separated him
from the dominant party in the State. IMis entry into
polities would have much gratified his father.

) Before he left Alabama he had written to the slave-
holders in Hr'!lllh']xl‘.'._ who 1n 1830-"81 had EI]--l[.'_"'.'-l them-
selves to gradual emancipation, nrging them to issue a call
for a convention at Lexington to form a State society.
The call was issned. The time named was the Gth of De-
cember. Hardly had he reached his new home when he
saw in person or wrote to every Kentucky slave-holder
likely to join in the movement. At that time he was san-
_1:'I!jlll' of encecexe, The whole number of &laves of all ares
in the State did not exceed one hundred and sixty-eight
thousand, Under the unceasing agitation of abolition,
gince the formation, about 1807, of the }{n,-hilh-]{_\.' Aboli-
tion Society by Presbyterian and Bapftist preachers—by

James Duncan, John Rankin, John Finley Crowe, R. J.

Breckenridge,and others; by the “ Abolition Intelligencer,”
the * Western Luminary,” and “ Hussellville Messenger "
and by the advocates of the eonvention to change the Con-

stitution, the per ecent of inerease of slaves, whieh had been
09 between 1800 and 1810 and 5% 1n the next decade, had

been lowered to 204 in the decade ending with 1830 ; and
forty-cight slave-holders of influence and standing had in

1831 publicly declared their intention to accomplish grad-
nal I'H|.j||'.."-i='|;g'--!:-|': in the State. 'The hour to strike the
final blow at the decaving institution of slavery seemed to
Mr. Birney to have arrived.

1 By g T 1 (oo et e S S
['hat the blow had been too lone deferred soon became
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evident to him. The answers '11_1..' the reformers of 1831 to
his letter were generally unsatisfactory. Some of these
gentlemen avowed a change of opinion, and others de-

eht the convention

clined to attend or had doubts or thon
i1l timed. A few were willing to attend, but hoped the
proceedings would be marked with great pm
nine persons, all slave-holders, were present at the conven-

tion. - A Il-.""'.".'l'_"'-: disenssion elicited manv facts whieh

were new to Mr. Birney. It appeared that, within the

':'-‘!'i.'!_'_’ _‘.L;.'."~!_ il 1'.’:I:!I-- I |.i' BeCTel ,..,-i.-|;'. =, COI1=-
posed of members of both political parties, had been
formed in different parts of the State for the ostensible
object of protecting the constitutional rights of the slave
States from the encroachments of the North ; that, in the
11t ".'o.'.hsa:i]'::l':'.* ;1:|;1 i[| i1|~|-:llt'=' ;|.:||| }Illlil:l"ll] :~'||1--:--'|.i.'.~:. !|1" cx-
istence in the national Constitution of guarantees for

. — . s 1 e o 5 5 ¥ 1 3 3 £ |
slavery was widelv asserted : "!.::‘-t i jealons _x|-|'|u|T.|| L] -

Ing was in process of formation; that many PErsong were

- A =3 e 1 1 ¥ 11 - 1343 1
jastifvine slavery from the Bible as well as on political

crounds : that the acqguisition of Texas, * peaceably 1if we
can, foreibly if we must,” was gaining friends; and that,
becaus=e of the |-|-.~--r' -I!-_-:lfll.':tif.-afl :.::I| AooTesslve position
of the laree slave-holders, freedom of discussion and action
17 . . ol 4 1 - v oatlo TR 1w " sqr
in regard to slavery was creatly narrowed down every-

where in the State and that emancipationists were sub-

|

. i 1] ra or less 8 P The resnlt
ted T0o Bocial ostracismnm more or 1ess sgvere.q ne Tesnil

f the deliberations was the formation of a .~H:'i11_‘{ Lpon

the principle of emancipating the future offspring of

slaves at the age of twenty-one. This fell very far short
of Mr. Birnev's expectations; but he succeeded 1in obtain-
INg ul .|'!--i- 1} 0 L L1120 dmithing B | 1 b 2hi1t OT-
sla 10]d vho would pledge themsely promotfi

were publie, and were continued through two days with-
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Kentucky., After its adjournment Mr. Birney devoted

himself for a short time to obtaining members and organ-
izing auxiliaries. Lectures, private correspondence, essays
for several ]il__'rl1i2t'|-;}.' Nnewspapers whose columns were
open to him, and reading the abundant literature of the
subject, absorbed his attention and energies.
From the time of his removal from Alabama he en- 3

|.-_r'l--! H'lm:! ]lg:' mMost ”lII]‘II'ui'_fh ru'[ill]_‘-.' of f][[_f jl'ls!u]:\' of
slavery, of the institution as 1t existed in the West Indies
and the United States, and of all the efforts to ameliorate
or abolish it. For this purpose he obtained a large num-

her of PBritish, .'\am-li-*:-n:. and French books and pam-

1 | 1 | : ] -| ] g " ] N .- sy
|||,[|'I-i on the subject, both i’.|'.'.-.'|i.'.".'-. and pPro-siavery.
i : i 3

!:..?;-; for ;;1!:1 "l'_".li?l“": :_".".'I!Il.i:lli-'-!!;, |[-- DAV SpPed '|;|| atten-

B I

tion to the results of British leeislation for the _l'n-.-_;'|;|;|1i-|g|

of slavery in the West India izslands, reading carefully not

only Ih-‘ ]';il'l.iillll'.'l:ii:'_'.' |.|1_'|J.'1I-.'.=' :II.-.! ]'I']Hll'ir‘- !'-!'.Hif.'.." to

them, but the essays, freatises, and books of travels by
private persons who had visited the islands, and several
volumes of the .'\!iii—.‘\f;l‘.'-"l‘_'-.' Monthly |1'-'iHll'l|-r'." which

he sent for to London. Among the works kept on his
table were * Four Essays on Colonial Slavery.” by John
Jeremy, FEsq.; “An Outline for Immediate Emanecipa-
tion,” by Charles Stuart ; Clarkson’s “ Thonghts ;3 George
Thompson’s “Three Lectures on Colonial Slavery *

‘ Facts proving the Good Conduet and ]'I"|~:|n'!'i|‘_1' of
FEmancipated Negroes ™ ; *“The Abolitionist’s Catechism,”

abridged, published at Bristol, England, in 1830. Wilber- ¥
|

OCNErs

15tory.,’”” and several

“ Appeal,” Clarkson’

had heen .I _flll" l. FAry many I'\"ZI":. l:-\I‘"" ."n],II': r-‘f}i'*_' \I}

fil|'_ll|i_;il he | 1 be 11 Prepossesst (] l'.lf'. ‘,.li-- e |'?|;1EI.-I||”:'.-I
of Garrigon ” against Northern abolitionism as unfair in
argument and malevolent in feeling, he was too liberal
and just not to hear that side. He ac ordingly snbseribed
for the * New York Evangelist,” a Presbyterian or Con-
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5;1*1-;';1.*5_.u.;lli~1 ‘-.‘I.'i_':']-_l\‘\'\ and, beine !.I.-,-h.--.l with 1ts tone,
temper, and ul-iii]_‘-.'. he added to i1t the * |'l!r,:l!||'ij1:111r!"’
(New York), the organ of the American Anfi-Slavery
Society. It was not long before he subseribed to the dif-
ferent publications of that society, and learned to appre-

it 14 lovatim v 1 At hricting " 11 w1114
ciate the moderation, candor, Uhristian spirit, E:li-‘?ll|i:'~.

gl e P . { trutl 4 vhinl t1 e
nrmness, and aevotion o truih witnl wialichh tihey were
vondduoeted e p ived and read the ot Whittier’s
tI'!:ll‘-. Ll | . % O LY CA |-.|:I PR ! L! E"'-' IBE QRN -
admirable tract entitled Justice and Expediency; or

Slavery considered with a View to its Rightful and Effect-
il |i"i!'l~'|_’-. Abohition 7 Elizar H'}'i'_|.‘.'.=' “Sin of Slav-

ery and it Hemedyv”: Beriah Green’s * Four Sermons,

preached at Western Reserve College in 1832 ; and sundry
other anti ~};!'-.|-|'j.' tracts of the I].::..', Of American anti-

slavery books, he ||r'-n"-1:‘---l those of Bourne (1816), Ken-

rick (1816), Torrey (15817), Dunean (15824), Rankin (1S24),
Stroud (1827), and Phelps (1833). For Whittier, as a
man and reasoner, he conceived a high esteem, which
ripened into friendship during their infimaey in later
vears ; of Rankin, he always spoke with respect; and fo
the Rev. A. A. Phelps, pastor of the Pine Street Church,
edy,” he gave the praise of having produced the most full
and satisfactory argument contained in American works
on the ,4:::|f--l'5. A paper that had oredl ‘1."-1'i___'i'ii with him

was the one siened .i'-L 1833 ]-_'.' one hundred and twenty-

lour clerevmen of different denominations, stating reasons
1 T ¥ i
i [ 1L 1ELd COl101 ) m, i L 1INAOTrsll M e
14 o ] My (RS 1
| 110 1 > 1 11 (1l 1|,;. 1 I 'i!l =
: ; .
| = { + ) AN | AT -.l { i i !. |: il -
¥ '
n A 1 | y' = ed Stal H 1 ! 1Lt i
L | P ] ! i1 i (1 (¥l | -
1
d Iramecd | m | ' { - L1 1, and
1 | 1
alaver il
: .
In Kebruoary, 15834 famons d I Senil-
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nary on glavery began, having been suggested and pro-
moted by Arthur Tappan, who was the most generons
benefactor of the seminary, and who, in the preceding
I'l'i'l'l!:l.n'l'_. Jl;lll !ll"-".llllt' ['|'I'.‘5|:'il'|l': of the !Lt".\']l't' Oroial i.".lli
A merican .\!Lli—?“4|:l'~'1-l'_'a .‘""r-"ft-.'_\ 1.'\}'|H'I-!=;'~\ U). It was
continued through eighteen sittings, held at intervals, and

closing in April. 1t was the most able and thorough dis-

&

cussion of the subject ever held in this country. The
participants were eighty students of theology. In age

they ranged from twenty-one to thirty-five. Some of

: : : s = -
Liem l'_:*.'! ]i-ll n lecturers ifor ‘;":'JI'-:.".'-'L'.'“' and openevolent so-
clelles. A fTew were noted az platform-speiakers. L0
i1 e ¥ ¥ % 5 - - £ +] 1 . r 1

L1ese, !]"il."'- [?. alanton was one ol the best. J.'I" I'::'|":'..

however, was Theodore D). Weld. e had already gained
a reputation throughout the West and Southwest for ef-

lective oratory. As a ~'|l".':!{"_" 01 '.1'.fll|ll'l'!'.2 ce and edoeca-

12 had no I|I!.'.-1. Profoundly !'L'|i'__"i||!i-1 In !1're|I:-u-r‘:|—
ment, sympathetic with all human emotion, nobly simple

in manner, free from thoueht of self. he touched the
sprines of the human heart with a sure hand. No revival-

: § i 1 11 1
wt even Finnev or Moody—ecould bear his hearers

siieh heights of passion or through such a wide range of

ling. The y wept or langhed with him, and did not sus-
pect that they had listened to one of Nature’s ereatest ora-
tors until they remembered that no one had ever before so
ImMoved 1 | I 1 Col 11 I | o on & hicher
plane than b they had heard him. His diction was
copious, and his langnage so apt that every thonght found #T
natural expression. Poetry, pathos, and humor gave va-
riety to his eloquence, and purity and love were its atmos-
phere. He catered to no prurient taste: nttered no mal-
iarpened no phrase so that its venomed point might
nkle in anot] brea He was incapable of hat
I | wa | of mpassion for the oppresso
v i1 A 201 4 W banion "| 1'15 IRLEYR! ]'IlLLi'
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pronounced him the foremost orator of his time; they
micht have added, “and one of the greatest men.” He

had none of the vanity of leadership, no egotism, no pre-

tentiousness. He had been an abolitionist from boyhood,

| 1 15 ws " i1 A i — . | & e, 1
had traveled through the South, and was well informed

in regard to the nature and effects of slavery., His knowl-
edge and pervasive influence inforn Lane Ser y
debate, lifting it to the height of its subject. As it pro-
gressed, its results were published in the *Journal,” a

Cincinnati relicious weeklv, to which Mr. Birnev was a

ien in May the Lane Seminary students,

iisiasm and well equipped with argu-

ments, set ont to abolitionize the Northwest, thev carried

with them the sympathies of the leading emancipationist
in Kentucky.

[t is impossible to trace with accuracy each step of the
glow advance of My, I'ai:':l-'_'-. to 1immediatism. All the
‘.'!'r'i'ili-'-'- of his vouth and early manhood, gained in
New Jersey and Pennsylvania, were in favor of gradnal
emancipation, if effected by compulsory legislation. That
method of ‘."';|".i|i.'|;_' ultimate abolition had bheen suceessfu
in the Middle and Eastern States, and had seemed to him
the most expedient one for the border glave States. Such
a measure could be made effective by State legislation
only; and he appears to have regarded it as a political
result to be accomplished under a changed state of public
opinion. After a public advoeacy of gradualism extending

1 Y - ¥
weeks only, he became convineced that the

political classes were deaf to all appeals on the subject,
and that | ctive men of both national parties were fo
the first time united in opposition to any discussion of it.
Nor could he make any impression on slave-holders

arguments addressed to the selfish principle. In a letter
of this date to Gerrit Smith, then a gradualist and coloni-

¥
e e ey R
ZALIONISE, NG BiAVS
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We may take the Kentucky slave-holder, having, say, fifty
glaves ; show him from the undisputed statistics of our country
the ndvantages enjoyed by Ohio over his own Btate ; prove to
him that it is owing to firee laber and nothing else ; yvou may
further, by comparing /Ais number of slaves with their aggregate
in the whole State, demonstrate to him what 18 his #ndividual
loss ; and it will, I apprehend, all amount to nothing, He will
admit all your faets, that your calculations are correct and your

tanswers” undeniable, Yet he will reply to von, ““Sir. I am

willing, for the sake of my ease and the indulgence of those
|1:|ili|’- i1'. -'-I--.}IilIEI.' | have |'1"-'2: e‘EI!I'.l‘ui'*i, Lo in".". the snm that YOl

have so satisfactorily shown I shall lose by remainine a slave-

holder.” With such a man, using such a weapon, you cin not
proceed a step further ; he fails you completely.
1 i I 1 1 = 1

!l_‘! IO thoronon .-\.-::l!-.- O the subect. e b came
convinced that a gradnal emancipation law in Kentucky
wotld result not m the imerease of the number of freed-
men, but in the sales to the cotton-raigine States of nearly
all . e TR TS I A
id | | LY Loy W ¥ LL & ekl | JdOOLITELOT

would be less dangerous to society and the labor supply

in the Gulf States than freeing the slaves in classes, say,
of ten thousand each, and attempting to maintain the
! nd slave labor systems side by side; and, in short,
wdual |-=rs'ii:.'i;-.‘-l--‘l wonld not work in !r:";;='li='|- ns
well as immediate abolition. To do justice was the high-
i [ & { ' |
\s h . h re generally made i Presbyvterian
church were natnrally addressed rather to relisious
than pi 0Ll

ic audiences beecame more and

esg of slavery. He was too

clear a reasoner not to be conscious of the discrepancy
Forpm | ani conclusion that 3-5152!".*'.’"‘-'
might be continned. The more he thought and spoke on
radualism, the more sensible he became of his entangle-
ment 1 what was not only bad logie, but false theology

T
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His ]u-‘.".'vl'i':l] :|[ri1l*:1|.~: led several slave-holders to _'_fi\'r- deeds
of manumission to their sglaves, and each act of this kind
tended to convince him of the hollowness of :_"I':|=lii;|].i--1."..

and to encourage him to have th 1 the might of

the truth. In a letter to Gerri
]

he had embraced immediatism, he says:

“ '\'.'!'ZH"H _‘||-'.:~: arver

The only men i succeedinge at all is to apply th / ith
t the oD ] | | be done. if i1l b meflicient as
¥ l"l I |' ITH ning- I ¢ ina '} "J.' A Wl T LW AT i

y 4 principle false or unsound in any ol

» O unsound part slave-holders as well
If gradual emancipation be in-

its parts ; under

as sinners will tal
gisted on. the eonseience of the slave holder is left undisturbed,

and you gain nothing

.

\bout the first of June, having complied with the
Kentucky law reguiring a bond with sureties, to indem-
nify the "" 1| l 111 bad conduct or | lper-
‘;'-?’l' )] I 1 Ol ™ i I Iun !_ 18 FAave o deed of
| L1 | il 1 i} l | ]',u | F:,!||| VIS
| ' two o )1 ind delivered 1n tl
preser of the assembled family

L3 eed people were st nely attached to him.
'hey remained with him he left Kentucky.
1 v werg a [.:iiii;]lh 3 his »I son, and
two daughters. Also a of six years of age.

The son he apprenticed to an Ohio blacksmith, and for
one of the daunghters he obtained the place of honsemaid
ily. The little mulatto girl was ap-
prenticed to him until her majority. He took her, in 1835,
with the family to Cineinnati, gave her a good common-

1 i i ¥

school education, and had her taught to be a seamstress.

11 .. 1.1 P m
All of them became respectable working people. ['o
L 1 1
\Michael he ga for hi fe work as a slave tl Wil 01

1
& free laborer, with immterest on the amon for each vear.

With Michael’s congent, this snm was invested for him in
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stocking a livery stable at Louisville. 1In this new busi-
ness Michael was skillful, kept his temperance 1-]-.'-.|_:'=* faith-
fully, and prospered.

Two years after this act of justice he was cruelly slan-
dered ||_~,' W. L. Stone, Esq., editor of a New York paper.
Mr. Stone had been, up to 1828, a prominent member of

the Biennial Conventions to Promote the Abolition of

|

Slavery. On the election of General Jackson, he aban-

doned that organization, and distinguished himself by his

hostility to his former associates and their coadjutors. So
long as he confined himself to general invective he was

not noticed, but when he made a specific charee Mr. Bir-
ney wrote him a letter. Mr. Stone refused to publish it,
11 Emanecipator.” 1t 1s ‘.‘4'!'I'5.'i's-'l|
here as th v authentic statement of the matter in ques-
I I L | E_' ]

At the [ his removal from Alabama he had lost
all faith in colonization as a means for the extinction of
.\-'l;:'n-."_-.. I lid not attend the ;II'.]iE'-'c"ri;I‘-'_'. lllrr'lilll'-_" of
the National Colonization Society or the annual meeting,
in January, of the Kentucky auxiliary. In his absence he
was elected one of the vice-presidents of the latter, an
honor of which he was not officially notified. As he did
not hesitate in his public addresses to allude to the ineffi-
cacy of colonizationism to meet the xirencies then Press-

. ¥ {1 § | . 1 1 . . p
INg Npon Ll otate and country, the change 1m his opin-

lons became noised abroad, and §!|~!ri:"lli no little anxiety
among the friends of that cause. One of these, Mr. f"f.'-r-t':-'. 2
tormerly president of Transylvania University, published
early in 1834 a prospectus for a colonization paper to be
issued at Lexington. Taving relied in some degree on
Mr. Birney’s influence to support it, he was disturbed by
the reports of his change of opinion, and went to Danville

for the purpose of ascertaining the truth in a personal con-

ference. ke was treated with frankness and, being at
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heart opposed to slavery, was so shaken by Mr. Birney’s

| A |

arcuments that on returning home he reca

vl

1 g e . rpv , ' N
Bpectus and abandoned his [project. 'he reasong for his

g
ledd his pro-

course becoming known, some of the Kentucky papers

mentioned the fact that Mr. Birney was one of the vice-

presidents of the Kentucky Colonization Society. To re-
lleve himself from this false position, he wrote out, early 1n
May. his' resignation, As fAret writtén, it was. expressed
im about twenty lines. He had not mailed 1t when he
received a letter from a friend at Pans, l\ sugrest-

1 ] N 1 % e
ime that a full statement of his reasons was due to his

former associates. This was followed by a paragraph in

the “ Luminary,” expressing the desire of many Presby-
terians to know his objections to colonization; and this
J
¥

was copied and approved by several religious journals in

he North. Yielding to these requests, he threw aside his

fir r and wrote a second and longer one ['his, too,
Was 1 ine but a resienation of ofh vith reasong as-

1 1
rnecl ] 1] nort 1L 3 3.y ¥ nil e | 1tO

-

- a: hasket. As he wrote, the fire withi !
| | 'R ; T T 1 1irre T i |
) ] LICh { Wik 1 11 I LI 1 WIOI 23 =
1 s 4 s ] = Tl 13 . | 3
known pamphlet which, under the unpretending title ol
H's i4 - - 1] ey b + 4 ey 5 e T
2lter on Uolonizarlion, I2 & TINOS tonicivang, CcOomeniily

reasoned, and powerful appeal to the American people for

suffering millions and an imperiled Republic. It first ap-

peared in the * Western Luminary,” was copied into a
laree number of Northern journals, ineluding all the larg-
er anti-glavery papers proper, and was immediately repub-

lished in a laree edition in {-:a:nlul:? 't form by the Amern-
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country had been drawn to the slavery question by the
Lane Seminary debafe and the sil}l.¢='§[1ll'rJL lectures in the
Western” States by more than fifty of the students; by the

imminence of the emancipation ol aUu,UUL claves in the

West Indies (it was fixed by law for the 1st of Angust);

by the riotous proceedings, July 4th, to prevent David

Paul Brown from delivering an abolition gpeech in New )
York city; and by the Chatham Street riots, the sacking
of Lewis Tappan’s house, and the mobs against the col-
ored people, all of which had kept New York City in tor-
moil from the 4th to the 12th of July. These mobs were
fomented :.-“.' gn-lii.‘:e'i::.lzu and led ].-_'-.' slave-holders, and ':i]--l'f

h'l!i .~'!i|'J‘-'Il Lhe EL:;‘:in:!'-. to 1ts depths. 'he -!':'-]'i':t!!; 11l

their co-laborers at New York were in danger of their

lives. T'hey issued, July 17th, a ecireular, correcting the
common misrepresentation of their principles; but their

] 4 | ] { o 1 '
houses and persons were still under guard when the Liet-

ter on Colonization * was republished in the Eastern cities,

ineluding New York., Its effect on publie opinion was al-
most marvelons. To the Tappans, the ecalm, fearless
voice from Kentucky was as welcome as the sound of the

. 1
1 ! YATT1

O _| g 0 a1l i"E ‘:i:'\' A1Stance wis to Ll .l:'!l'*':__:”.i:'lle'!] rirri

on of Loncknow. It was an a peal by a Christian states-
man ; it was the first of the kind by a native Southerner !
The ent .II |'--"il|-|| r-:;al'-_ b :!!,.:_;,'EI when a I'éV=-

end di ) i 1% Samuel H. of Brooklym

nent by putting L hi ot; ai is fame will be e
: . ’ .
" i hefon LI Inen ari B ER ARy || i [l_-'l;" LT I I'=
1 1 ' 1

e 1] | i} l, II eJ 111 ) {l. ]"'I V 11aa a4 natona
i 1 ]

] ) L I | LT | | b !: 8 i1l I|'I|
7 ¥ | y \ 1 i
Ll l L Lhi !
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AT the time of writing the * Letter,” Mr. Birney was
not a member of any anti-slayery soeiety or in correspond-
ence with Northern abolitionists. It was not long, how-
ever, before they sought him out. The first to visit him
was Henry B. Stanton, of Ohio. Then came Prof.

Mahan firom the same State: and, after him., Charles

|"i~ Ny r!‘i'*"."". .‘I.[lli':_':.:., 11'-]'-5!i"?r'. ::!'|| | fs W II:E'I I'= |I:. |;;!

P [ B Ry
Lanc Seminary leeturers, encouraged them in then WOTK,

: = . 4 - : - '
and exchanced views with them. aome o them nreed

him to take the platform in Ohio; but he dechned,

thinking his proper field of action was in Kentucky.

One of the ohjects of his visit was to renew his J"'l'*'-‘-'.:ii

friendship with Theodore 1. Weld, whom he had learned

were united in an infimate friendship

[i6 Zollowing axiiets fsom! Hif Tettats:to My, Well
W le 1 | ¢ : ¢ ol 11Ts I 110 |

While I was in Cincinnati an attempt was made in our
lyccum to have the % immediate abolition of slavery * discussed.

[t was voted out on the ground, as 1 understood, that it was im
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proper to discuss it here. The evening before last I presided in
the lyceum, when, altogether without my knowledge beforehand,
the utility of colonization was ||‘.'I:-|:.lli--|'l] for the rll]ljl'{'!' of dis

cussion at our next meetinge,

With a view to his permanent appointment as Profess-
or of Ancient Languages, the trustees of Centre College
had engaged him to fill the place of Prof. Breckenridge
during a short absence. All [l.‘:]"li-'r' were satisfied with his
manner of filling the chair. The result, however, ig thus

noticed by him :

To make a shor story of it, I"'.'I'."‘,I-'Ir"-i“'-:. ¢lse was :i"""'E"':'*;"‘!"' Lo
the trustees save my abolition wviews. On this ground alone, as 1
was informed by President Young, they passed me by. . . . The
result of this has added greatly to the pressure upon me at
home ; my nearest friends, though hating slavery in the abstract,
and wishine there was none.of it, think it very silly in me to run

[ VIl f . -

acainst the world in a matier that can not in any way do me any

good, . . . I do not believe 1 can remain in Kentucky. . . . 1

shall (probably) be compelled to become a citizen of Illinois,
gcuffle along in my profession, and do what good I can, as ocea-
gions may arise. . . . I discover that my father would be much
opposed to my removal ; but how can I stay here at the cost of
having fetters put upon every attempt that I make? . . . My
nearest friends here are of the sort that are always erying out
Take care of yourself—don't meddle with other people’s afTairs

do mnothing, say nothing, get along quietly, make money.

. » | .'_1]:Lli-'n d over a '|"|.:.-||!.|I entitled: ** Hints on Coloniza-
tion and Abolition,” asen the Rev. R. J. Breckenricdge. It

18 & |':|1'|'.|54-| of ;_:li'-'z::i'="'-" » thinks :--|::‘~r:-!'_'-' i --irl. bt 'L\'h-.-r:

it should cease is ll'-Ei"': J We want a paper in the West to
dissect and hold up for 5..||1!'|._- condemnation all such wretched
conditions. . .

[July 26, 1834.] What effect upon our cause will be pro-

duced fl_‘x' the New York riots § Good, 1 trust, 'i'tl.-.-_'\,' will not

deter a single friend worth having ; and, if T mistake not, they
".‘-.iI:I :g|'t'!'rll [|||- |'.|.'|~.'_.4!r-:",|;‘.-- "-\'ll-l }L.-.‘.l' aln]! ]II £n our I-!'.El'::l]*x. '-.'-'f'.t'!'l

they are thus brought to see in what danger the very irl‘im-i[rlm
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of our Government stand, when brought into opposition with the

principle of slavery, even at its present growth.

He discourages the discussion of the social equality of
blacks and whites as 1ll timed, and expresses the opinion
that the first thing to be looked to 1s the freedom of the
slaves. Adverting to a suggestion in a former letter of his

removal to Illinois, he

[ might possibly do more good by remaining here some time,
provided the state of public sentiment should justify it. This, I
trust, 1 shall ascertain in a short time, Should a good effect he

produced by my publication and any friends appear to be rising

up, I have thought it would be well for me to visit all those who
would be willing to come out openly, and such others of the same
temper a8 I might hear of in my trip, and try to effect an em-
bodying of ourselves for joint action. ., . . To remove now would

look like surrendering the eause in Kentucky without having

made any efl for success and l'll--.i.‘!'_f refuee, ns it were, AImonys
strangers, 1 could see many of our friends before the meeting of
the i\:l'i:I!i-":x:x Bynod in October. 1 am now preparing an address
to the ministers and elders in this synod on the subject of sliav-
ery. . . . I desire to publish this before I go out to sce such
g 1 ur fri Slavery, emancipation, et

more and n talked of here, and I am looked upon by many
prett much as a disturber of tl eac All beo ) Ol Il n

Aungust 19, 1834, He writes that he has finished his

address to the “elders and ministers,” and will publish it

the next week in the Lexington “ Luminary.” He con-

L1 Lately all v d I Il o out 11 ] e of abolitiom
imong the Pi ) Hins, 1o ra for the meetin of tlu L1(
on the 2nd Wed: 1y in October An onset must be mad
it that time vith hatevi numbein { Or mian can |
bronght up to the right point. I have no small hope in the
course that will be taken by the remote and younger members of
the ".""-"'l- « « =« [About August ¥.] There was a discussion of

]
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abolition before the societies in the college. President Young
and I were thi |-’|'i'|]|'i]i-'1| 1i|'|."|[l"|'.'-. .‘\.1 []'I" COT i'l'i"“ "1. ”I'.' iur-
gument. . . . the vote was fwendy for and fwenty-tiwo against
abolition. . . . I am much vilified and abused about Danwville,
[ hear none of it }||r'-.'---!l'. . + . Notwithstanding, I begin to think
it not at all IJIIJ:.|-',r'E"1' that I can sustain I VS If in K Iii:i-"r-.:. and
even }r|j|:uii_«]; a paper here if the effort in the *.\"’"":‘ prove at all
successful. . . . On my trip South, I found two abolitionists

Iul'l-:u'.‘-'.'.':'~ in our Church—one at 1-1-1:!~-_j->'."-. the other at Greens-
burg, both highly respectable in every way. [They had been

- = il T
converted by his 1 ABCLET. |

A diary kept by Mr. Birney between September 1 and

October 23, 1834, has been preserved, From it we glean
a few facts and make a few extracts.

Sept, Ist.—A clercyman, from Talladega County, Alabamn,

: e s 1 ki i i | | 1 i ]
owninge four slaves, and ereatly troubled about his duty to

them, came to ask my :|li'-':.l'l, and decided to set them free,

imn’s wife is OpPpPoOst d to slavi ry, yel she wishes—as 1

» case with nearly all wives who are i'|-].5l-‘-i'||.' to 1t—

0 escape from it '!P.'\ migratine to a free State.

Sept, 1st.—1 started on tour amongr the Presbyterian eleroy-

T} Y A" g
homes, 1 he frst was —

men. visitinge them
IJ-'i'lH!' of li_i'. il | H | -E'.-il.lili'. MR, if he werd 1!'r.,"_=E o1 Ti!t' (jues-

tion of slavery, to introduece it in th He eclaimed to have

1
bt had 1 1m 1 | 1 j However. 1t had 0
turned out that h then owned two wi nen a al :!:."-'r- children,
H.- ..i.:---r"-.i | £ _'g...i- .-:- |1|' i¥ -.f--'.:'_ i .-_i'l_ "|:.._-.g':||.. :.Ll_c It

were rili-"i_.' ! i memioers ol |‘EI' ( '|i|"'i| "-‘-lll"-" |'i|]-i'l!',|f- were
not members and wh would still retain slaves: many persons

who held them as guardians for minors, ete, : and that, as there

could not be 2 uniform operatior f 0 rale ngainst slavery, it
would, on the whole, be well enough to do nothine about
it

[ H 1 - ol 1 1

I'hese obijections were repeated by several other clergy-

men who were visited.
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Sept. 15th.—Received a letter from Mr. Weld, accepting my
invitation to meet me near Georgetown, E{l. and informine
me that the ‘ Address to the Kentucky Ministers and Elders”
vill be published entire in the Cincinnati ** Journal."

.“-'-;'-'-'. f[-f-"-;f-' Conversed with Rev. Mr. 'i.-:_'-'iﬂ Ir. He has one

gslave accordinge to law, thourh he has never so recarded her

|.',-,l,r;J.-.-'_ She came to him ||_'-.' his wife, and he agreed to receive
her on condition that she should consider herself free. He has
been in the habit of rewarding her for her services. Talked
also with Rev. John Blackburn.®* He did not eiwer slaves; he
hiredd them. Thourht immediate emancipation of all slaves

worse than a continuance of slavery. I had several conversa-
tions with Rev. Robert Davidson, of Lexington [afterward the
historian of the Presbyterizn Church in Kentucky], and found
him greatly prejudiced against the Eastern abolitionists, and
this, in no small degree, from the fact that they are the very new-

est of the ‘“‘new school-men.” (Meaning the Tappans, Beriah

Green, Joshua Leavitt, ete.) THe has never owned a slave, in-
tends never to own one, thourh he has one Aired. He has also
two girls who are free, hired as servants. He will vote in the
Synod [ think, for a declaration that slavery i "I

Here 1 also saw Henry Thompson, lately a student of Lane
Seminary, who turned abolitionist and manumitted his two
BlAVES HEI'H'.- ‘-'.i!-l--" hire f!r wis edu :':11I!'I'..: himself, I« ]I.'."' been

greatly tormented and persecuted in Jessamine County, where

From this time until his removal from Kentucky Mr.
Birney had Mr. Thompson as an inmate of his family,

while the latter pursued his studies under Dr, Y oung, of

tre Colls ho ha sl %71 nd penite TR { |
1 fred r 0 hiz slaves and vin 11 hi Lo tained [

trustees to be ey ém lent purpos 1 Il bl L

Davidson's “ History of | byvier ! | Kentai N
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gsubject of slavery, ete. He did not come home until near sun-
set—too late for me to see him this evening © but he sent me o
note inviting me to breakfast with him to-morrow morning,
Sept. 16th.—DBreakfasted this morning with Mr. and Mrs,
Clay and one of their sons, Afterward Mr. Clay invited me into
the parlor, where we conversed, he being the chief speaker, for
about an hour, He seems never to have fone ':'l'l'.-l.'l-.l' the outer
bark of the subject ; his views ** vulgar,"” not ‘“deep.” He said

that slavery in Kentucky was in go mitigated a form as not to de-

serve the consideration of a very great evil ; that men’s interest
in preperty had been found an insurmeuntable barrier to gradual
emancij I [ i09) 1+ that now they were more formida-
| Thi i hope | ny direct eflort nd was to b
left t 1e Influence of hiberal 1 hould pervade
our land. He Mr, R iridge having put
'!|:::!-r-f~.‘ lown in |-.:}: _.fuii--‘; l'.' hi h '»EI.:-' .:ll"-n":i-"i
emancipation, and » and Mr. John Green—two gentlemen
of preat worth —had disqualified themselves for political useful-
ness by the part i‘f--'_'\ had taken in reference to slavi I'y. [T

related to me two facts, that I have recorded élsewhere, to show
that the opinion expressed in his speech before the Kentucky

. . . . . . . ' . -
{-I;IP]_“:.{:LE[II” =society 1 18249, that the .\"""II‘J{ ':I_"Illl'.Zi]ill TRde -

tecined her stoek of slaves from their natural dnerease was incorreet,
He had become satisfied of hiserror. The impression made upon
me by this-interview was £t Mr. Olay had no dmscienas sbont

this matter, and therefore that he would swim with the popular

As this was the last I.:--'_.n:;;;i interview that ever took

place between Mr. Birney and Mr. Clay, the former’s
memorandum of the conversation, made on the same day,
s given above ve ot Tii It will be remem-

Clay to m him to |-':|c' | LB b 1t wead of a na-
il free-s | en 0l 11 nel nd had

1611, 11 m 161 i i il ween them, lost
confider L Mr. Clay as a political leads From Sep-

tember 16, 1834, Mr. Birney knew that Mr. Clay would
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antagonize his movements in Kentucky., From that date,

thouch their personal relations remained on a friendly

footing. they were foemen in political measures. Neither
misunderstood the other on this point
4
The entry for September 16th 1n the diary continue
After this interview [ :-1_'|.|---r-|i:-l to the Ir.!:--r-_ rwenty miles
wrth of Georoetown, where 1 was to meet my dear friend Weld.

ted 8 o'clock p. M., and were not more than fiv

\ quiet house of private entertainment was near at hand.
Here we remained until four o'cloek in the afternoon of the next
day, talkinge over the whole matter, what course it would be best
to pursue, ete. We parted, greatly refreshed, as I trust, on both
sides. 1 have seen in no man such a rare combination of great
intellectual powers with Christian simplicity. He must make

a powerful impression on the public mind of this eountry if he

e b
Sept, 1Tth,—Saw the Rev. Simeon Salisbury, of Georgetown.
He has never hired nor owned a slav & ereatly in favor of the
] 1T Uil i Cono NNAt1on O Is %
B & 1% John T. Johr n {Camupl i) I ril

not think the approaching winter would pass over without his

wing set his slaves, some elght or nine as I understood hiom,
ept, 19th.—Dined at Lexington. In the evening called upon
the Rev. Wm. W. Hall, who, I had understood, was very favor-
ably disposed to the slaves of that eity, teaching a negro Sunday-

chool and leeturinge the blacks on relizious truth., . . . Never

have I seen one who seemed more willingly to open his heart to
the truth. Mr. Hall took me to see Mr. James Weir, a Preshy-

terian, who had recently inherited eighty slaves. Mr. Weir had

thoueht much about his relirious duty to them. He =ai1d this
In 1832 in the winter. ."E".. Weld had been swont awn in the icy
current of Alum River in an attempt to eross. aod had been taken out

apparently drowned and frozen. His voice was never so stroner after-

ward, and he could not nse it frecly for public speaking after 1836,
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mueh: if he were satisfied it would benefit his slaves to manumit
them he would not hesitate a moment to do so. I think he was
gincere, Mrs, Weir is willing to give up slavery on condition
of removing to a free State.

Sept, 21st.—Baw again the Rev. Mr, Taylor, who requested
me to write for him a deed of manumission for his negro woman
Pleasants, as he wished to be able unhesitatingly to say he was

not a slave-holder.
Of another he writes :

The doctor proposes to send by the next Western expedition

to Liberia a negro woman with five small ehildren and having no

husband. He thinks she can support them all there.

Sept. 25th.—Greatly to my mortification, my father, after hav-
ing appeared enlightened on the Christian duty of emaneipation,
has promised to give a negro woman (Maria) and her four chil-
dren (zirls) to Mrs. Polk in Danville. 1 lament much that he

has thought proper to leave such a memorial behind him.

oept, Wth.—I this s[:.}.' wroteé to my father [he had oone 1o re

gitle with his dauchter, the wife of -['.'ni'_-c' Marshall, at Louisy '|]I
requesting the privilege of paying out of my own means what he
would say ought to satisfy Mrs, Polk instead of the negroes he
promised to give her. . . . About the close of last session there
were said to be in Centre College about fourteen young men who
were firm abolitionists, Dr. Luke Munsell is so '|~|'i15:ti|_‘\.
He is superintendent of the Deaf and Dumb Asylum.

[ have heard that old Mr., Humphrey Marshall is an abo-
litionist and that he has liberated all his slaves, ||-I|'i:':.'!' thelr serv-

1

ler at Lexington, is said to

ices. Abram T, Skillman, bookse

be an abolitionist.
Of the members of the synod he savs:

The Rev. Messrs, Calvert, of Bowline Green, Woorls, of Glas-
oW, .“~'-||'|-|-1.11.'_';_ of Georeretown, Sawtell, of Louisville, and Cole,
of Augusta, are all that I know who are favorable to immediate

nd total I'I‘.!Hlll";!i.lii‘-l':. . « « There may be others of whom 1
am uninformed. And thisis the whole number . . . to do this

mighty work in which we have to meet the strongest interests

-
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Oct. 1st—A very prominent and wealthy citizen, a
widower. called on Mr. Birnev, told him his sait to a Phila-
]

li|'|?-i|i.i ladvy had been "- :i1 and, as he understood, be-

.y x la s P e | L e 1 am gl 1 . i -
use of his being a slave-holder, and requested Mr., Dirney

I 1 L 4 1 1 : 1 + v ] 1%+
o write the lady and inform her she might manumit his

Oct. 6th.—Had an interview with Dr. Munszell and diselosed

to him my plan of operations prior to commencing a paper.

| |
Much approved by him,

Oct. Tth.—Attended as a spectator the Presbytery now sitting
in Danville; Baw Professor Buchanan, who told me that the
Rev, Mr. Shannon, of Shelbyville, had read my letter to the
ministers and elders of the Presbyterian Church of Kentucky,
and had determined to come up to the synod after having disen-

tangled himself from slavery.

O ~Synod of Kentucky ormanized, I conversed with
several members on the subject of slavery,
A 1 1 [ - I il ii‘”'."' il g Srell !|| ) Wils
;l': | I | LY :"l: | | 111 | '! LY i.. : i -I I'l i
1 nres for volunt radual en .‘:-i}-;ui.;- | I'he v
0t Yeas, H6: n 8: non-liguet, 7. The year be-

fore a weaker resolution, substitnting *“ moral evil ™ for

% 2in.” had been postponed indefinitely by a vote of veas,
41: navs, 36: mon-liguet, 1. The evident advance 1n
opinion was verv encouraging to Mr. Birney, who on the

By ||i'|-_-' of '-]H' 1 |II ad ,-':~|'|| 2!:-_' !1!]1|I|il'. ifll':.'.1~]i.’l_'_;' Ly
members of the synod, 