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To the Present and Former Pupils

THEIR PARENTS and HUSBANDS.
DEAR FRIENDS:

T is assumed that you all entertain sentiments of grateful

regard toward this institution, of which it would be as pleas-

'f\ ant as it might be useful, to make some substantial expres-
sion.

Doubtless you have all felt that the Seminary building,
which has been for many years such a pleasant and happy home,
has never been quite suitably finished. The necessary economy
of expenditure compelled the trustees to postpone the construc-
tion of a suitable front entrance; and the rough plank steps
have remained in all their unsightliness until now.

It is proposed that a sufficient sum be now raised to con-
struct a porch that will be convenient and comely, in keeping
with the architecture of the edifice. It is estimated that this
will cost about sixteen hundred dollars. A united effort on the

part of those who will receive this Circular will accomplish

“this. We believe that Now is the time. ~ e

While the undersigned were in consultation, and preparing
this Circular at the Seminary on this last day of 1870, the fol-
lowing note, with a five dollar coin, was brought to Miss Pea-
body from one who had no knowledge of our consultation or
proposal :

“ Will Miss Peabody find inclosed a piece of gold directly
from California, which is the first memorial offering to the West-
“ern Female Seminary. Hoping this sum may be increased ten

thousand fold, I am
A Frienp or W. F. SEMINARY.”

We gladly and reverently accept this as a token that God
smiles on our undertaking.

One mother, and her daughters who are successively passing

through this institution, have promised us one hundred dollars
toward this object, desiring it to be recognized as a contribution
to the Memorial Fund of the Presbyterian Church.: The com-
mittee of that Fund have heartily approved of this Seminary as
a recipient of such contributions, and every donor of not less
than five dollars will be entitled to a copy of their beautiful
Memorial Certificate.
— We presume-that-a-large part of those whom we now ad-
dress will be glad to connect their donations with that memora-
ble thank-offering of a reunited Church. If any do not desire
this, their contributions will be no less acceptable and valuable
to the Seminary, and we cordially welcome them to an equal
share in our Seminary Memorial of God’s goodness to us. Will
not every pupil, and every lady who has been a pupil, sead a New
Year’s gift to this beloved and consecrated institution? The
smallest contributions will be thankfully welcomed, while we
suggest that all who can, should send at least five dollars. Ave
there not also a large number of families which have been blessed
with its privileges, from which we may hope for donations of
One Hundred Dollars or of Fifty Dollars? Let the gifts be
sent by pupils returning from vacation, or by mail (in bank
drafts or post-office orfers), to Miss Peabody. If more should
be sent than is needed for the porch, it is to be used for the in-
crease of the library or the purchase of needed apparatus, at
the discretion of the Trustees.

Sisters and Friends, we cheerfully intrust this proposal to
you and to Him who has brought our beloved Seminary thus
far, and who, we hope, has gracious designs for its future.

HENRY A. NELSON, President Board of Trustees.
HELEN PEABODY, Principal W. F. Seminary.

Oxrorp, Dec. 31, 1870.




Western Female Seminary.
Ox¥orp 0., Oct. 5, 1871.

When Moses asked ““to see the
‘glory of God,” ¢ The Lord caused all
his goodness to pass before him,” and
Moses found in his subsequent life
that the ¢“pillar of cloud” was as full
of Jehovah’s presence as the ¢ pillar
of fire,” and both equally illustrated
the goodness of Him who went before
the pilgrims in the wilderness.

The mystery, the darkness, and the
smole that rose up from and hung
like a thick cloud over our “burnt
sacrifice” on April last, together form
a rich background to reflect the good-
ness which has been day by day
passing before us till now, in this
October month, the ripened fruit of
his love is dropping as thickly around
us as the leaves of autumn. When
we set the 18th of October as the
time to ltave the Seminary ready to
receive back our scattered household,
it is. not surprising that many felt
that it was contrary to reason that in
50 short a time so much could be
done ; and so it would have been
but for the over-ruling agency
of Him who once said of his own
body, “Destroy this temple, and in
three days I will build it up again.”
To him be all the glory, who has
through all the summer days been
making so many, many things work
together to produce thisresult, so that
now faith is fast turning into sight,
and we are able to say with confi-

L i o e i

dence that a continuance of the same '

good, providing hand upon us and
our efforts will enable us to reach the
goal on October 18th. We see noth-
ing now to prevent our being fully
ready, so that we now say positively,
that we shall expect to welcome to
this precious Home on the 18th of
Qctober,. all who have asked admis-
sion. More than half of the furni-
ture will be placed in the rooms to-
morrow and all of it, we expect, will
be in its place by the 14th of the
month. More than half of the rooms
have been cleaned and stand waiting
to receive it. As we pass from room
to room, and contrast their present
appearance with the desolation of last
April, we say, “How beautiful! how
beautiful! how good God has been
to us!” And the thought that it is
all for him- makes-all the toil sweet.
But some of you have anticipated
these sentiments—dear F. G., in wri-
ting to one of her fellow pupils of
last year now with us, says: “O! how
I should like to be with you now,
making carpets, canning fruit, and
helping to get the dear new Home
ready for its children. S., I never
can tell you how much I do love the
Seminary. I wish I could do somes
thing to help it along.* * * Q! How
I would love to go over the new build-
ing! How clean and pure and nice
‘every part must be! It makes me
think of a soul washed clean in the
blood of Christ and waiting to be
filled with his love, so that it may do

v

the work which he bids it do for his

glory; and like that soul it will not
have to stand waiting long. Just as
soon as the heart is made ready the
love comes in. And don’t you know
God does not wait until the soul is
all sanctified, but as soon as there is
the least place in the heart it is filled,
and I expect it will be just so with the
Seminary.” * * * We hope, dear F.,
this visible purity and beauty may
be but the emblem of an inward glory,
which, like the light of the sun, can
never be defiled by any contact with

. eurrupting influences. And one thing

- of old from “All that defileth or mak-

that you and all the others can do,
better than the most costly offering
that you might desire to bring, is to
ask him who has been so good to
our Seminary and to us, to guard it
as he did the door of the tabernacle

eth a lie.” \

The dedication will not take place
at the opening, but will be deferred
till the Tuesday preceding Thanks-
giving.

You will be glad to know that
since I wrote to you last week, our
Father in heaven has not ceased to
give expression to the assurance that
“He knoweth that ye have need of
these things,”” and because Jesus is
saying, “Suffer the little children to
come,’”’ we are especially interested
in the contribution of 20. cents from
a little brother down in Texas, who
earned that amount and sent it with
$10 from" his’ mother and sister.
Then $3 from one of the class of ’68
in Towa, $15 from a friend in Oxford,
and $28 from another, and two pretty
little pieces of furniture, which you
shall know more about some time,
from another, and then $500 from
Mr. P. S., one of our Trustees, and
seventy choice books for the library,
with four large wall maps, and the
bill of lading of move books from °
publishers at the Bast.

But l2st and best I must tell you
about my visit this week on Monday
to see for myself what I had before
heard, that Dr, Allen of the Surgical
Institnte, Indianapolis, is really get-
ting our dear Miss Jessup ready to
rise up and walk. Though she has
not yet taken her first steps, I found
her lying in bed, with her limbs en-
tirely straight without omne of those
many props and supports upon which
she has so long depended for rest
Her suffering had been very great in
reaching that point but the previous
night she had slept restfully and con-
tinously, and when I saw her she had
every appearance of a speedy conva-
lescence, with the assurance of her
physician that she might confidently
expect by the blessing of God soon
to be upon her feet. {

¢ Then shall the lame man leap as
an hart, and the tongue of the dumb
sing: for in the wilderness shall the
waters break out, and streams in the
desert.”’

HzrLexy PraBopy.




Dear Frieno: You are fully aware of the disaster

which lately befell the Western Female Seminary, and we
doubt not that you will be fully in sympathy with the
Board of Trustees in their desire to restore the institution
as speedﬂy as possible. To do this will require the careful
use of all the funds realized from the policies of insurance,
and a considerable additional amount to be-contributed for
the purpose. Considerable sums have already come, in
small confributions from various quarters, and we are en-
couraged to hope that this generosity will continue until
the necessary amount is realized. We now hope to be
ready to re-open the school not much later than the usual
time in the next Autumn. In order to do so successfﬁlly
we shall need the kind and generous co-operation of all our
patrons, and the Board have instructed us to address you
with reference to your claim upon the institution for the
money which you had paid for the tuition and hoard of
vour daughter during the remainder of the year, the benefit
of which the fire prevented her from receiving,
- The Board acknowledge their legal obligation to refund
the proportionate amount of such payments if  required,
but hope that the interest of all patrons in the institution
will dispose them to remit this claim upon the Treasury,
the enforcement of which would seriously embarrass us.
We are instructel by the Board to ask..of you the
generous relinquishment of your claim, as a contribution
in aid of their efforts to restore the institution and to open
it free from embarrassment.

If you feel unable to do this, will you consent to receive
what is thus due you in the form of a proportionate deduc-
tion from your daughter’s bill for the next year, instead of
demanding the return to you of the sum due in money?

We assure you that the most favorable answer which you
can give to their request will be thankfully received, and it
is important that we should receive it as early as possible .
The very great goodness of our Heavenly Father, in spar-
ing all the precious lives that were endangered, and the
thankful generosity already so generally manifested, en-
courage us to hope that every one of our patrons will feel
able and willing to make to the cause at least such a con-
tribution as we have now asked.

Those wishing to present such claims, will please address
the Treasurer by the first of July 1871.

HENRY A. NELSON, President of Board of Trus tees,
HELEN PEABODY, Principal of Seminary.
R. W. McFARLAND, Treasurer.

Oxrorp, OHro, May 4th, 1871,




