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SCENE ON THE TENNESSEE RIVER AT NIGHT, KNOXVILLE, TENN.
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American E. F.

FRANCE
Z-0 1915
(QENERAL PERSHING has

asked us not to give up our

War Risk Insurance, at least until
we have returned to the U. S. and
had full opportunity of studying the
new form of Government contracts,
to which the present contracts may

be converted. I am going to do as

General Pershing has asked.

Signature
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CAMP MEADE MARYLAND.
Octel2th.1919.

Dear NMamie:

Sunday night and all alone in the Captains office so I think T
can write without the usual interuptions that I have when I try to write
a letter.0f course if the Captain comes in here then I must vacate but 1
think I am fairly safe from that as he very seldom comes here after sup-
per.And besides I heard him tell the lst.Sergt.this afternoon that he
was going to Balfimore to see his "FRIEND"so you see I am not afraid of
him tonight.Usually when I start a letter to you I must stop about a
million times and do this and that and then I am all out of sorts and T
have 2 hard time to collect my thoughts again.That has alwaygs been my hard
luck I think for when I start anything that I must keep my mind on,just
then someone wants“something that no one can give them but myself.just to.
Show you how well fthey keep track on me,I was just starting to write this
letter tonight when the Lt.came in and wanted me to go to the Personnel
office and get him some furlough blanks,like he could not have sent any
of the hundred men that are here doing nothing instead of picking on me.
Since I began this letter I find that my nerves are in an awful shape
end I cannot seem to quiet them any way.So if I start fussing at you,you
will know that I am not responsible for dt.I guess I must have those
awful blues that you spoke of when you weete to me and beleive me if T
only could,I would be many miles from her@ Wonight but you see I have
not gotten my divorce yet and so I must sticék to my "wifem.1'll tell
you when I hate to get the blues:when I am a8ll alone with nobody to tell
how bad feel or to talk to and try o forget them.If i can go some
where then I am alright but when I must stay here in this barracks and
* think and think,fthen is when it hurts.But there is one thing that : want
to assure you of and that is that the letter that you wrote tosme and
told me that you had the blues did not have the effeet that you think it
did.It is in no way the cause for-this spell that I have tonight.r think
they come on me periodically (Sp.?) and that it is just the time for me
to get them and no matter what I do I will have them the same.I try to
keep them away f£rom me for when I get them I usually have them for at
least a week but fhis time I was not sucessful in keeping the "Bugar-man"
from my door.l should Worry for I &m sure that I will not have them for
all the time and®when 1 get rid df them I can think how foolish I was
to let & 1ittle thing like that have the effect that it did.

Listen lMamie,I never intended that the letter with all those A'S
and B's should be a puzzle for you but I can readily see where it would
be possible for it fto be«I'1ltell you all sbout it: I made a mistake (I
do that often i.e. make mistakes) and got two sheets of paper when T in-
tended to get only one and I never noticed my misteke until I was through
with the page and then I did not take the time to change it for the
boys were fussing at me for keeping the lights burning so they could not
sleepe.Sorry I put you to¢ all the trouble in reading the letter but T
will try to remember it the next time.I did not send you that letter to
get revemge on you or anything like that but you know & guilty conciense
needs no accusing,not that you are guilty or anything like that,Np.cer-
tainly not but then I remembered that guotation you see and I had to




it in you see.

Speaking of that decorated lMajor that you saw reminds me of some
of the keroes(?7 that we have in this Camp.Ne reflections on the Major
for I guess he was a real hero,but some of these men come in here with
everything that they can buy,pinned on them and some of them are so rid-
iculous that I haye to laugh at them.I saw one today that had the Span-
ish-Americam campaign badge on and honest he was not & day over 18 years
0ld 8o I guess he had a father in the war.I was sé interested that L
stopped him and started to talk to him in a hero-worshiping menner and
soon won his confidence.He t0ld me that the badge was for the battle of
the Marne and I pretented that I had not gotten to go over amd so got
him started on some of his hair-raising tales of the resent war and you
can beleive me they were some corkers tooc.He told me that he had landed
in Tours and as that is about 100 kilometers from the coast,I presume he
made the trip im an areoplane.After | had listened fo him with all the
patience that | could manage,and I WAS real interesting for it was so.
unblievable that it was interesting to me,I let him go and left the Gor-
recting job for some one else %o do for I did not have the heart to tell
him his mistake.One came into the office of the Captain the other day
with about as many as he could have on his blouse and the Capt.asked him
how long he had been in the service and he told the Capt.that he had
been in since the first of larch,1919,so the Capt. asked him where he
got the authority to wear those badges and he said some one told him that
all men who were in this Vamp ready o go over-seas were entitled to tThem
and so he was not to be beaten out of anything that ne was entitled to.
The Captein only laughed at him and told him to take them off.I never
like t0 see any one with all those bars on that are not entitled to
theme It makes the real value of them decrease and those that are really
entitled to them hate to wear them just for that reason.I know how many
I am entitled to and I nmever wear any more than that and sometimes not
those+.I have the papers to wear these"war ribbons" of mine and T have
been asked to show them meny times but then they are not so strict here
in this camp as they are in some of them.In Nerritt they would stop you
in the 'bus when you were going to town and ask you if you had the auth-
ority to wear those badges and if you did not have thenm you wWere required
to pull the badges off and report,with the authority, o the A,Pp.m, the
next morning.0f course that was going to the exiremes but then there
Were so many'war Wewees''there that it -was bepining to become & joke to
Wwear enything and the ones that really had them coming were given no cred-
it for it.Sueh 1S war though I guess and there was never a war that
Some one did not get the credit that rightPully belonged to some one else
Yow you can take the celebrated lst.Viv.and it is beginning to be & joke
now when one of them comes down the street with all those decorations on
for they have been abused so much.The most of the men that deserve the
honor are over there pushing up daisies now and the ones that are here
are reaping the reward earned by someome  clse.It is not so bé&d now as
it was when the draffed men were in the lst.for they were all wearing
the ropes that you speak of and they were only fhere in France about
six months.The regiment was decorated sure but then that chly ijeluded
those men that were there in the regiment when the offengive was put on
and still all the men wear them.The people have given the lst.pive. so
much praise that they are real "stuck up" about ftheir regiment and while
the 1st.did do some real good work,they were by no means the best nor




were they the worsg hit.I speak like it made a bit of difference to me
but it does not eacepr for the fairness of the thing.You see I cannot
speak from jealougy for I was an "M,P." in the rear.

Now I have written and written and never have ftold you how T was
getting along with these pels of mine.Well here goes.Tam getting well
fast I think although I am not doing any work at present for various
reasons,the main one being that I am getting by with this es xcuse of mine
and I @o:not see that I should push forward and fry to dogd all the work
that is to be done.I still go fto the infirmary and that helps me get by
-you seesNo,all joking aside,l am getting along fine and I think that T
will soon be as sound as I ever was,including the"Ivory partmof me. T
have only about six fto keep me aeompany now and I think they will about
finish the series when they get well.,I hope they are the farewell ones
for I have had enough company I think for & while at least.I have
been very fortunate though while I had them for I have not had to work
very hard and all#the officers that have had anything to 8o with me -
have treafied me fine.The 0ld General was passing me the other day and T
gave him about & half a salute andihe stopped me and asked me how long
I had been in the army and I tol@ him.He asked me if the officers thak
I had had in the past did not teaeh me to salute better then that and 1
proceeded to roll up m¥ sleeve and show him the reason for the sloppy
salute that I had rendered.He asked me is T was doing duty with that
erm and I told him that I was prefending, fo.llell whenT got here to the
company there was an order from him to PUf e on light duty until fur-
ther orders and they have not come yet S am still on light duty
through the kindness of a General.Not maniPeodble can boast of that can
they?He will fool me some time and ask me how I am and then all
good times will vanish.

Now I think I have aboul written anough this time and § am going
to bed and ne*haps I will be able to write 8 better letter than this
one the next time.I hope i am anyway for this has been an awful attempt.
I do not write 2 letter when I feel like this usually but this time I
determined to finish the letfer with the results that are only too well
apparent.l tried to write with & pen and I could not do & thing.The pen
I fried to mse scratched like the devil and I tried another with the
same results so-l tried the fountain pen and that was worser so fthen as
a last resort I TFiee™the machine and it looks as if it has also made
2 mess out of the af 1a1r Cheer up though for I am sure this spell will
not lasy for long end when it gets off of me I will %ry %o make up for
this letter.,

How it is good nd@@ht and pleasant dreams to you.I will write
again very soon. T

With love,
2

@t e o
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