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WASHINGTON, D, C Loan contracts to local housing authorities for c

-

tion of low-rent projects to rehouse low-income families from the Nation's slums
neared the $500,000,000 mark today when President Roogevelt, upon recom: nendation of
Nathan Straus, Admin rat of the ited States Housing Authority, approved loans
totaling $24,
> Authority so far has
authorities in 1ou communitic
build decent hon & families in the lowes st income, groups.
Besides the $493,949,000 ir an contracts, ther
of $177,731,000, making al of $671,680,000 in
slum clearance and 10
gh of $7,719,000 for constructi
1,345-unit development i BT 2 ) loan for a 146-unit in He

Connecticut, New Yo: asn of its $60,000,000 slum
clearance program when it received approval of a $6,631,000 loan contract today to
finance 90% of the $7,358,000 cost of a 1,326-dwelli low=rent p ect to be

erected i nattan,
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Today!s loan contracts are

Family
Dwell-

oty
Hartford, Conn,
x-*Jacksonville, Fla,
*Chicago, 111,
*New York City
*Cleveland, Ohio

o
De

as follows:

Average
Rstimated
Constiic—
tion

Cost of
Dwellings
Per

Total Estimated
Cost of Project
(including con-
struction cost
of dwellings,
land, nondwell~
ing facilities,
aréhitectural
and overhead
charges and cost
of slum build-
ings to be forn
down)

Federal
Loan

Not to
exceed 90%
of actual
cost;
term,

3,246
3,045

2,634

x Revised loan contract,.

Administrator Straus announced USHA approval for

project
commitments

those cities,

and one in Boston.

$636,000
3,247,000
8,577,000
2,306,000
7,368,000
5,981,000
2,111,000

$27,226,000

2,022,000
7,719,000

2,075,000

$24,499,000

loan contracts to launch

They do not involve additional USHA

construction of one additional

constructed under loan contracts previously & proved for
PP

The Wew York project will be a 1,188-unit slum clearance development erected

on Long Island at an estimated cost of $5,989,000.

, about 210 units will be added to the nSouth Boston! project at ah

(rore)




The revised Jacksonville contract provides for the eniargoment of the 230~
dwelling "Brentwood Park" project, already under construction, to a total of 598
units, snd covers 90% of the entire cost of the enlarged development. It will
supersede the prior cdntract.

The revised Charleston contract will supersede two prior loan contracts and

finance 90% of g 1tire cost of three previously approved projects,

£dditional construction involved in the loan contracts approved today and in

the New York and Boston amthorizations under previous contracts will provide ap-

proximately 5,621 dwelling units, In all, the USHA has now signed contrac%s for
the construction of about 107;582 family dwellings in 274 projects to rehouse
about 430,000 dwellers in the slums,

The contracts for loans provide that prevailing wages and fees in each local-
ity must be paid t5 all laborers, mechanics, draftsmen, technicians and others who
work on the job, and that the new dwellings be so constructed as to have a useful

of at least 60 years,

each instance, a voluminous and compfehensive report on the need for a
slum clearance and low-rent rehousing Project‘was filed with the USHA with the
application for a loan,

CNTAL

(Note: See

'Need for Public Housing and Slum Clearance! Coutainéd in ac-
companying data on each city.)

h loan contract, approved by the President today, is an
annual contributions contract in which the United States Housing Authority agrees

t0 make anmal contributions of not more than 3-3/4% of the total development

cost of local housing projects.

(more)




These annual contributions are to maintain low rentals by bridging the gap
between the economic rent necessary to maintain and opsrate the projects (includ-
ing interest and amortization of the loan) and the social rent which low—income

4

families of the slums can pay. The annual contributions made by the USHA to as-
sure low rents are to be supplemented by contributions from the local community
to bring rents still lower.

Commenting on the latest development in the slum cleurénce campaign, Mr.
Straus said:

"It is interesting to note that most of the s selected by the local
housing authorities for new projects are in bad slums ox ighted ! However,.
whether the site selected is in the slums or in a vatant area, a provi.'

United States H u;ing Acf requires that a number of slum shacks or{slum fenements,

equivalent to the number 6f new dwelling units constriucted, must be eliminated.

This requirement of the Act is met by an agreement, in every case, that such

'equivalent elimination' will be carried out and the asreement imposes this

gation not only on the local authority, but on the local municipal or c
government as well. Thus the United Statec Housing Authority program is in every
community a program of slum clearance.
"Re; in the new projects will be within the means of families now living
Before a loan contract is executed y Uni States
Housing Authority, detailed figures as to rents now paid in the slums and blighted
arcas of that same community must be filed with the United States Housing Author-
Before a contract is executed, there must be assurance that the new homes

erected will be within the means of the lowest income third of the popula-

hose who need rehousing most.




"The extraordinary degree of local interest and local financial participa-

tion in these projects is also interesting to note.

o

United States Housing Act requires that at least 10% of the original

every low=rent housing project must be met by the
o = S O

ality has met tlat standard, frequently in part by outright

ions, but more generally through agreements to sell local housing authority

bonds to local investers. In most cases, the interest rate will be as low as 3%.

proof

local participation in the original capital development
nimum condition that the localities must contribute
annual contributions provided to achieve low rentals.
of achieving very low rentals for very low-income groups, every
the localities will supply, over the whole life of the project, local an—'
ons in the form. of tax exemption far in excess of this 20% minimum.
These local contributions mean low rentals and a new concept of the relative

les of the Federal and local Governments in the development of public
loczlities without exception have locked upon this form of productive
clearance and low-rent housing as much less of a

taxpayer than the heavy costs of sickness, crime, delinquency, and

(Data on each city for which a loan contract was aporoved is attached.)




THE COMPLETE LIST OF COMMITMENTS BY THE

UNITED STATES HOUSING AUTHORITY (INCLUDING
BARMARKINGS OQUTSTANDING AND LOAN CONTRACTS
\PPROVED) FOR 161 LOCAL HOUSING AUTHORITIES

IN 29 STATES,

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBILA,

e
LhA

TERRITORY OF HAWAII, AND PUZERTO RICO, IS AS
FOLLOWS:

State and
City

ATABAMA
Anniston
Birmingham
Gadsden
Mobile
Phenix City

CALIFORNIA

"~ Tos Angeles ¢
Los Angeles
Oakland
Sand Francisco

Pueblo

CONNECTICUT

Bridegevort
Hartford
New Britain
New Haven
Norwall:
Waterbury

DELAWARE

Wilmington

DISTRICT OF CCLUMBIA
Washington

FLORIDA

" Daytona Beach
Fort Lauderdale
Jacksonville
Miami
Orlando
Pensacols
St. Petersburg
Sarasota
Tampa,
West Palm Beach
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Barmarkings

Dutstanding

Loan Contracts

Approved

Total Commitments
for the State

$900,000

22,507,000

2,409,000
3,628,000

9y

1,000,000

767,000
3,928,000
1,500,000
1,964,000

1,000,000

2,100,000

4,142,000

$550,000
9,705,000

1,649,000

702,000

2,493,000
5,682,000
2,591,000

11,372,000

3,132,000

5,733,000
572,000

3,536,000
578,000

10,858,000

1,055,000
959,000
183,000

3,916,000
731,000

'

$13,505,000

50,682,000

19,578,000

2,100,000

15,000,000

16,208,000

(more)




State and

Loan Contracts
Approved

lacon $108,000

547,000

1,500,000

1,000,000
1,500,000
1,787,600
Hammond 1,800,000
Kokomo
Marion
Muncie
New Albany
Richmond

Vincennes

753,000
102,000
159,000
5,000,000
750,000

1,409,000
1,000
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$625,000
15,011,000
2,357,000
3,439,000
1,642,000
829,000
3,791,000

2,853,000

16,393,000

4,227,000

141,000
317,000

947,000
348,000
191,000
446,000

906,000
311,000

478,000
,591,000
449,000

Total Commitments
for the State

427,822,000

34,400,000

22,120,000

12,049,000

25,51l 008

23,928,000




State and

_ Oity

wrence

Hew Bedford
%

S rville

Worcester

MICHIGAN
Dearborn
Detrolt

Flint

ttiesburyg
Laurel
MeComb

Meridian

ury Park
Atlantic City

*zabeth

rrison
Jersey City

g Branch
Newark
North Bergen
Perth Amboy
Plainfield
Summit
Trenton

Barmarkings
Outgtanding

Loan Contracts
Approved,

Total Commitments
for the Stste

2,685,000
1, 000, 000
159, 000
972,000
500, 000

000, 000
800, 000

500, 000
3,436, 000

6, 000

3,004, 000

$28, 445,000
1,815,000

2y 341,000
£28,000
619,000
013, 000

584, 000

D00
000
000
000
000

, Q00
000
000
000

000

$50, 732,000

35, 000, 000

36,491, 000

(more)




State and
City

NI YORK

Buf 'F”J.O

New York City

Schenectady

Syracuse

NORTH CARPOLINA
Charlotte
Raleigh
Wilmington

OHIO
Akron
Canton
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Columbus
Dayton
Portsmouth
Toledo
Warren
Youngstown
Zanesv il e

'3 uoant"

Allenftown
Bethlehen
Cleﬂ*v"

e

SRUNATZS

LGSUOLt

San Juan

SOUTH CAROLINA

Charleston
Columbia
Greenville
Spartanburg
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Barmerkings
Oubstanding

Loan Contracts

Approved

Toteal Comm
o1 tne

$5,7239,000
1,400,000

3,855,000
2,000,000
5,071,000
54265,000
1,098,000
2,890,000

1,000
2,458,000

438,000

1,475,000

1,000,000

11,886,000

1,000,000

7,000,000
P,N,Q,OOO

800,000
8004, 000

? 0
4

424.,0C
47,261 4000

3,930,000
© 900,000

1,145,000

8,429,00
12,735,000
5,402,000
3,110,000

999,000
2,942,000

990,000
4,397, QC\,
1,349,000

-
i 01

-

[2209)
= O (i !
o w w -
® O WO @D O

1,063,000
738,000

%5194,000
1,851,000

$70,68304000

5,895,000

64, 574,000

60,444,000

12,063,000

6,645,000

(more)




State and Earmarkings Loan Contracts Total Commitments
Cutstanding - Approved for the State

$155, 000 $3,945, 000
300, 000

245, 000

$18,728, 000

=

Brownsvi
Corpus C
Dallay 2,848,000
Tl Paso

Fort Worth

Houston 7,000,000

S

Vil 8
002,000
898, 000
5,612,000 , 588, 000
$0, 000 310,000 34,648,000

(N IR A G RRAG I X
. -

BR

Burlington 436, 000 4386, 000

644, 000
1,500,000 2,144,000

srleston 325,000 0]¢/0)
Huntington 2 LONIEG00
Martinsburg 344,000
Mt. Hope 263, 000
Morgantowm
Parkersburg

675, 000 675,060

$177, 731,000 3 j $671, 680,000




FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
UNITED STATES HOUSING AUTHORITY °
Washington

USHA PRESS SECTION To Accompany
: : Release No., 374
FOR RELEASE UPON RECEIPT

Data on

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT

Number of Family Dwelling Unitst Approx. 146 .

Average Estimated Construction Cost
of Dwellings per Family Unite

Total Estimated Cost of Project
(intluding construction cost of
dwellings, land, nondwelling
facilities, architectural and
overhead chargecs):

Federal Loan (Not to exceed 90% of
actuwal cost, term 60 years, in-

terest S%%): $572,000

Local Capi%al Participation: 10% of actual cost, most of which
will be raised through the sale
of bonds to private investors.

The rentals, while not yet
established, definitely will

be within the reach of families
of low income now living in
substandard houses.

74697 H




NEED FOR SLUM CLEARANCE AND PUBLIC HOUSING IN HARTFORD:
(As set out in the local Housing Authority's application)

Although noted as a city of beautiful homes, Hartford houses a large propor—
tion of its low=income families in substandard dwellings, according to figures®
set out in the local Vou ing Authority's appllcatlon.

Of the 44,983 dwelling units enumerated in a Real Property Survey this year,

13,431, or about 30%, were listed as substandard,'and of these, all but 309 were

occupied.,

. Hartford's largest area of substandard houses is a mile 1oné strip, with
other small slum areas scattered over a city otherwise characterized by fine
homes and by imposing structures which nouse the 35 or more great insurance com-—
panies that have their headquarters there.

Private enterprise in récént years has failed to such an extent to provide
decent homes for low—income families that today there are fewer dwelling units in
Hartford than there were in 1930,

During the nine years 1930-38, only 666 dwellings were constructed and these
at an average cost which plgced them far‘beyond the reach of families of small
means. At the same time 1,169 dwelling units were demolished, resulting in a net
loss of 483 dwellings during a period when the mumber of families increased from
the 1930 census figure of 40,646 to 44,571 as enumerated in the Real Property
Survey.

That Hartford, like all other cities, pays a heavy penalty for its areas of
bad housing was emphasized in a Slum Clearance Study Committee report, The come

nittee surveyed districts of substandard housing embracing 9.65% of the city's

74697 H




whoke area but containing 28.5% of its families and found that in a recent five
year period they had contributed 51% of all the tuberculosis cases reported in
the citys In this connection the committee noted: .

"Since medical treatment agpinst tuberculosis depends a great deal on the

"vital elements of ample light, air, sunshine and sanitation, it is no wonder

that the germ of this discase thrives in areas of dark, insanitary dwellings."

The Committee found that 58% of all the city's arrests for drunkenness and,
breach of peace, 75% of the arrests for assau g, 66.9% of the vice and immorality
charges, 72.5% of the arrests for burglary and theft, emd 58% of miscellansous
arrests came from these sections containing less than 10% of the city's arsa and
less than 29% of its families. Likewise, 57% of all juvenile delinquency com~
.mitments were from homes in the surveyed area.

The development planned under the USHA loan approved today will consist of
about 146 units, of which about 110 will be in 2-story row houses and the re-
mainder in B-story apartments, A1l units will contain fully equipped kitchens
and bathrooms and there will be surfaced play areas for the children. Ample
iﬁdoor community and recreational space will be provided for the tenant families.

The Housing Authority of the City of Hartford, with offices at 650 Main
Street, is headed by Chairman Stillman F. Westbrook, vice president of the Aetna
Lifé Insurance Company. The other members are William A. Scott, G. Burgess

Fisher, Rev. Willijam K. Hopes, and Bruce Caldwell.

74697 H




USHA PRESS SECTION : To Accompany
Release No., 374
FOR RELEASE UPON RECEIPT

Data on

*JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA

Number of Family Dwelling Units: Approx. 598

Average Estimated Constructio
of Dwellings per Family Uni

e Brojeet
construction cost of
dwellings, land, nondwelling
it il

overhead

Loan (Not to exceed 90% of

term 50 years, in-

Local Capital Participation:

y» while not yet

definitely will
he reach of

*¥Reviged contract, includes cost of

74698 H ~ (more)




NEED FOR SLUM CLEARANCE AND PUBLIC HOUSING 1IN JACKSONVILLE

(As cebt out im the iocal Housing fithority's application)

Jacksonville's losn contract today is to finance 90 per cent of the cost of
completing "Brentwood Park," a low-rent housing project already partially occupied.
Brentwood. “ark" now co neists of 220 dwelling units and is being developed
under a USHA loan contract for $1,027,000. When completed it will contain about
598 units. Under still another loan contract, for $2,510,000, the local Housing
Authority is proceeding with plans for & project to provide about 708 dwellingse

Thus with completion of its immediate USHA program, and including the 215 dwell-

ings in UDurkeeville," a PWA Housing Division project, Jacksonville will have about

ompletion wi f 1- and 2-story row houses of
the same archifectural type and constr i s the existing buildings.
Like many other Florida cities, Jacksonville has grown with unusual rapidity
in recent years. Its population in 1937 was estimated at 150,227, compared with
only 28,459 in 1900, /

During the eight years 1930-37 the number of families in Jacksonville is

estimated to have increased by 14,4982, but private industry in that time erected

only 3,802 dwelling units, few of which were available to low-income families. In

the same eight years 1,617 dwellings were démolished, and these were generally
structures which had provided homes for families of slender means-—a net gain of
only 2,185

A Real Property Inventory in 1934 showed that 6,480 of the 30,548 residential
structures in Jacksonville were either in need of major repairs or wholly unfit
for human habitation. These structures contained 36,798 dwelling units, of which

11,476 were without bathtub or shower; 7,230 without private indoor toilet; 11,463

had neither gas nor electricity for lighting; and 2,619 lacked even running waters

74598 H 2 (more)




The pcnalty that taxpayers must shoulder for maintenance of bad housing

areas
emphasi a survey in 1933 which disclosed that 32 per cent of the major

42 per cent of the social crimes committed in Jacksonville emanated
from a slum section which embraced less than 1,8 per cent of the city's area.
Likewise, it

se, developed that 14.5 per cent of the major crimes and 17.5 per cent of
j¢ I J L
the social crimes committed by juveniles originated in the same 1.8 per cent area,

arrests were made per square mile of slum area, as
against only 210 per square mile in the remainder of the community., Thus it cost
square mile to police Jacksonville's slum areas, as against only $7,000

per square mile elsewhere

Jacksonville!s taxpayers were found to have paid at the rate of $113,500 per

gsquare mile for fire and police protection in the glum collections
totaling about $58,300, In the areas of better housing, i st was only $16,000

collections of $131,000

?

Authority of the City Jacksonville, with offices in the
Barnett National Bank Building, is Chairman William A, Stanly.
other menmberg Simons, Jr., Fred B. Bradshaw and
James T,

Ray 0. Edwardss




FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
UNITED STATES HOUSING AUTHORITY
Washington

USHA PRESS SECTION To Accompany

Release No, 374
FOR RELEASE UPON RECEIPT

Data on
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Number of Family Dwelling Units: . Approx. 1,345

Average Estimated Construction Cost
of Dwellings per Family Unit:

Total Estimated Cost of Project
(including construction cost of
dwellings, lend, nondwelling
facilities, architectural and

overhead charges): $8,577,000

Federal Loan (Not to exceed 90% of
actual cgst, term 60 years, in~
terest 3z%): $7,712,000

Local Capital Participation: 10% of actual cost, most of which
will be raised through the sale
of bonds to private investors,

The rentals, vhile not yet
established, definitely will
be within the reach of
families of low income now
living in substandard houses.

74699 H (more)




I0USING AND SLUM CLEARANCE IN CHICAGO:

the local Housing Aunthority's application)

With construction under way on "Ida B. Wells Homes," the larsgest USHA-aided
project in the Middle West, Chicago today received approval of a loan contract for

a second great development in its program to relieve a condition which, according

S

to the local Housing Authority, finds "almost one-third of all tenant families

living in substandard accommodations."
1s Homes," on a site about four miles south of the Loop, will con-
sist of row houses, flats end apartments, and provide 1,662 decent homes for love—
from the city's slums. The project planned under the second loan
ist of about 1,345 dwelling units.
Chicagzo has three PWA Housing Division projects, all fﬁlly occupied and under
USHA lease to the local Housing Authority. They are "Jane Addams Houses," 1,027
dwelling units; "Julia Lathrop Homes," 925 units, and "Trumbull Park Homes," 462
units. Thus with completion of the two projects planned under the USHA program,

have about 5,421 units in public housing.
row houses, with an Administration and Service Building containing a
maintenance and repair space, and a meeting hall. Tenant fam-
ilies will have a to numerous nearby community facilities, and there will be
surfaced play areas within the project for the younger children. Laundries, dry-
‘tenant ¢ 3 will be provided.
Chicago Housing Authority in its application estimated from sample studies
and Census data that "there are at least 164,000 units in the city which are sub-

standard by virtue of either physical condition or occupancy conditions." Many of
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these dwellings, especially in the North Side, are frame tenements hagtily

in the reach of

having an income of $1,000 or less, the local Housing Authority

sumnary, it may be assumgd that almost one-third of all Chicago tenant

are living in substandard accommodations and/or cannot, v t sacrifice,

afford to rent st d housing."

ik

second largest city in the country, ir 30 h 8, popalation of

By 1938, the number of families vas esti—‘
pated to g the 1930-38 period, however, only 9,457
new dwelling units were built while demolition of existing units totaled 18,221.
The DT

low—incone f

1mi, K . rkls = B R
The sreat rity o he dwelling units demolisghed in

ng

were so old

for demolition.

Hence the

construct

taken place since

stated.

headed by Chairman Joseph W. MeCarthy, an architect.

Coleman Woodbury, Vice-Chairman; Edgar L. Schnadig, Hobert R

Sullivan. The executive secretary is Elizabeth Wood.

4699 H




FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY .
UNITED STATES HOUSING AUTHQRITY
Washington

USHA PRESS SECTION To Accompany
: ! Release No., 374
FOR RELEASE UPON RECEIPT

Data on
ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY

Number of Family Dwelling Units:

Average Estimated Construction Cost
of Dwellings per Family Unit:

Total Bstimated Cost of Project
(including construction cost of
dwellings, land, nondwelling
facilities, architectural and $2, 306,000
overhead charges):

Federal Loan (Not to exceed 90% of
actual cost, term 60 years, in-

terest 3i%): $2, 075,000

Local Capital Parti 10% of actual cost, most of which
will be raised through the sale
of bonds to private investors.

The rentals, while not yet
establighed, definitely will
be within the reach of
families of low income now
living in substandard houses.

74700 H




NEED FOR PUBLIC HOUSING AND SLUM CLia: ilGE (N ELIZABETH:
(As set out in the local Housing Auvhority's application)

Elizabeth, where one low-rent project already is under construction, today
received a loan contract for a second develepment toirélieve an acute shortége
of decent homes for low-income families of that city,

"Mravlag Manor", named for the late Df. Victor Mravlag, who served_as-mayor
of the city for many years, got under way on May 29 and will provide 423 dwelling

units in 3-story apartments. With completion of this project and of the develop-

ment approved in today's loan contract, Elizabeth will have about 828 units in

B

public housing,

The secoﬁd project will likewise consiét of firéproof S-story structures
with complete equipment in each of the kitchens and bathrooms, Excellent social
-and recreational facilities will be available to the tenant families in nearby
schools and parks, and there will be surfaced play areas within the project for
children of pre-school age. The.project will be heated by a 2-pipe steam vacuum
System from three oil burning plants,

Elizabeth, primarily an industrial city with several large and numerous small
industrial plants, is located in the Greater New York metropolitan area. It had
a population of 114,589 in 1930 and by 1938 had grown to an estimated 123,000,

In recent years, however, a lag in construction of low-rent dwellings coupled
with demolitions of struétures occupiea by low-income families has resulted in an
ever decreasing number of decent homes available to families of slender means, the

. application set out,
. During the &ears 1934-38, a period in which Elizabeth's population is esti-

mated to have increased by 1,000 families, 498 dwelling units were demolished and .

24700 H




onl,” 323 were constructed. While this resulted in a net loss of 175 dwellings,
s. ~rtege weighed more heavily upon low-income families than would appear on
y Since the demolitions usually were of units occupied by low-income

and the new construttion was far beyond the economic reach of such groups.

AL

A survey by the Real Estate Board and the Chamber of Commerce in May of this

year showed a city-wide vacancy ratio of only 2.1%, regardless of the condition
of the structure or its availability to low-income families., In the Elizabethport
vacancy ratio was only O.BZ%.

According to the New y State Housing Authority's real property inventor;
in 1934, 8,201 out of a total of 28,501 dwelling units in Elizabeth at that time
were in need of major repairs, while 1,538 had reached the stage where they were
entirely unfit for occupancy, Thus mors than 544 of all the dwellings in the city
were in these two categories.

The survey further disclosed 4,981 dwellings that did not have tub or shower,
4,317 that hed cold running water only, and 396 that were without indoor toilets.

The Elizabeth Heusing Authority, with offices at 1139 East Jersey Street, is
headed by Otto G. Altenburg, a merchant. The other members dre Mathilda Fly
J. Henry George, Joseph B, Patalski and George J. Reiss, John A, Kervick is

sacretary-tressurer.
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Data on
YORK CLETY
Number of

mber of Family 15 Unacs Approx. 1,326

Average Estimated Construction

O

of Dwellings per Family

$7, 363, 000

Local Cepital Partici

evious loan conbtraes

PRVISES




NEED FOR PUBLIC HOUSING AND SLUM CLEARANGE IN NEW YORK:
(As set out in the local Housing Authority's application)

With approval of another Unitéd States Housing Agthority loan contract, New
York City today entered upon the fourth phase of a $60,000,000 affensive azainst
the shame of its slums,

The loan contract approved today is to finance 90% of the $7,368,000 estimated

y .
cost of a low-rent project in Manhattan, to rehouse about 1,326 low-income families,

In addition to the loan contract, the New York Housing Authority received

USHA approval for constru&tiﬁn of another project for which no additional USHA
funds will be advanced, but will be constructed under previous USHA contracts to-
taling $40,630,000. This latter project, to be erected on Long Island at a total
estimated cost of $5,989,000, will provide about 1,188 decent dwellings for low-
income families now forced to live under slum conditions.

Under a $ZO,GO0,000 contract approved in April 1938, the great Queensbridge
prqject in Long Island City is nearing completion and the Red Hook project in
Soufh Brooklyn already is partially occupied, representing New York's opening at-
tack under the USHA program against the evils of its slums. Under an $3,390,000
loan approved on December 14, ground has been broken for Vladeck Houses, another
great development in the heart of a teeming Lower East Side slum area, while underw
a $2,240,060 contract approved Feﬁruary 27, still another projéct will be built in
South Jamaica, in the Borough of Queens, '

The mammoth Queensbridge development will provide 3,161 decent, safe and sani-
tary dwellings for low-income families who, because of the lack of such dwellings
at rents they can afford_to pay, now must live within the city's slums., The Red
Hook project will make 2,541 more dwellings available to such families, the lower
East Side project will add about 1,531, the South Jamaica project about 448, and
the two approved today will provide about 2,514 family units,
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When these six projects are completed, and including the 1,622 dwellings in
Williamsburg Houses and the 574 in Harlem River Houses —- Public Works Administra-
tion Housing Division projects under USHA lease to the New York Housing Authority --
New Yorlc will have a total of about 12,391 units in public housing for its low-
income families.

This does not represwat the ccaclusion of the current program, however, for
New York still has an outstanding earmarking for further public housing.

The two latest projects in the New York City program will consist of attrac-
tively arranged E-story fireproof apartment tuildings %ith automatic elevators.

The developments will be heated by two-pipe vacuunm stean gsystems, with oil-~fired
boiler plants.

Liberal space for education, recreation, etc., together with community laundry
facilities will be included in the basements of the buildings. There will be sur-
faced play areas equinped with settees, sand boxes, small slides and chair swings.
Each unit will be equipped with cooking range, refrigerator, medicine cabinet and
window shades,

During the nine years 1930~38, the local Housing Authority reported, only

159,618 dwelling units were constructed in the Greater City, and of these new

houses the application stated:
"The new construction has not been in the low-rent field and the scarqity of
1livable accommodations at low rentals has become acute."

FPurthermore, during the same nine~year period, 63,245 dwelling units, which
for the most part were of the type occupied by low-income families, were demolished.
Thus there was a net gain of but 96,373 dwelling units, few of vhich were available
for —ent to low—income families, during a period in vhich the population is esti-

mated to have increased by at least 165,000 families. According to a Department

of Health estimate, the city had a population of 7,491,790 in 1938,
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The Vacancy List{ng Bureau of the locai Housing Authority recently conducted
a survey of all apartmeats renting for less than 345 per month in Manhattan and
in the low-rent areas of the other boroughs with the exception of Richmond, which
disclosed o vacancy rate of only %.52% in the 765,415 dwellings surveyed. Only
0.6% of these 765,415 dwellings were listed as vacancies in satisfactory condition.
blication estimated that 516,360 dwellings, dr more than 28% of all

The ap

those in the city, are substandard. In this category were included all of the
: :

notorious old-law tenements. These, the local Housing Authority reported, "were
built before any regulatory laws were enacted to safeguard the life and health of
the tenants, By their very plan, the average old-law tenements in New York are
deficient in light, ventilation and opportunities for decent living. In addition,
the great majority lack such elementary facilities as a toilet for each apartment,
central heat, etc. The great bulk of these buildings are firetraps.!

A Real Property Inventory in 1934, covering 2,087,065 dwelling

five boroughs, disclosed 249,608 dwellings that did not have a private

toilet, 309,157 without bathtub or shower, and 322,065 lacking hot water facili-

ties, There were 11,339 that had neither gas nor electricity for illumination.

Of the 594,437 residential structures surveyed, only 277,347 were listed as
in good cogdition structurally, all of thg remainder needing either major or
minor reépairs or being entirely unfit for habitation. About 32% of the structures,
or 190,120, were 35 years old or older.

Characteristic of cities which have much bad housing, the tuberculosis death
rate in New York City is above the rate for the Nation as a whole, Last year,
4,798 persons died of the "White Plague! in the greater city -- a deafth rate of
65 per 100,000 of population, or nearly 23% greater than the rate of the entire

United States, which was 53 per 100,000 population.
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The New York City Housing Authority with offices at 10 East 40th Street, i

headed by Cheirman Alfred Rheinstein, Other members of the Authority aore:

K. Simhovitch, Rev, E. R, Moore end Mr, E., F, McGrady,
’
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FEDRERAL WOLKS AGENCY
UNITED STATES HOUSING AUTHORITY
Washington

USHA PRESS SECTION To Accompany
Release No, 374
FOR RELEASE UPON RECEIPT

Daba on
CLEVELAND, OHIO

Number of Family Dwelling Units:
Two Developments

imated Construction Cost
s per Family Unit:

Gost of Project
truction cost of
‘1and, nondwelling
> architectural and
overhead charges):

coIs

Federal Loan (Hot to exceed 90% of
actual cost, term 60 years, in-
% 1
terest

Local Caj

income now
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JBLIC HOUSING AND SLUM CLEARANCE IN LLEVELANU'
out in the local Hous ing Authority's application)

Cleveland, the nstion's sixth largest city, today received aporovsl of
loan contract to launch the second phase of its USHA-aided program to mrovicoe
decent hor 5 for its low-income families,

its first loan contract, Valleyview Homes, a 582-dwelling project,
and Woodhill Homes, 568 units, already are under construction and a 627
development has been suthorized,

These three projects, together with the two covered in the loan contract

nnroved oday, provide for a total of 2,492 dwelling units In addition,
Cleveland has three PWA Housing Division slum clesrance projects—-Ced
Apartments, Outhwaite Homes and Lakeview Terrace--which total 1,849 units,

The larger of the two projects covered in Cleveland!'s

about 491 dwelling units in 3-story apartments, 2-

and 3-story combination row houses and flats., The other project,

DO A

about 224 dwellings, will be made up of l-story duplex and 2-story row houses
A1l bathrooms and kitchens will be completely equipped, surfaced play

be provided for the children, and provisions made for indoor recreatior

comminity space, In the larger project the plans call for community laundries

in the bascments, while in the smaller development there will be laundry tra

1 2y

in each kitchen
L]

Demolition of structures housing low-income femilies, with practically all

new construction beyond the reach of such groups, has resulted in an actusl
decresse in recent years in the number of dwellings evailable to famil

slender means, the Cleveland Authority reported, adding:

"Private enterprise obviously has not been meeting the need for housi

low-income groups,"
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s of the city

tion

4 into multiple femily

Clevelend's blighted areas are mostly in the oldest

and usually consist of frame dwellings which at one tiue

Many of these structures have been converted

families,
and light,
dwelling units in Cleve-

same lot, shutting
The Real Property Inventory of 1934 listed 45,202
s or were in such an advanced state

7

dwellinzs and in scores of instances other buildings have been constructed on
air

out

23,030 dwellings with-

There were
toilet, while 28,190

land that were either in need of major repair
to be unfit for habitation,
no privete indoor

S

of dilapiaation e
out bathtub or shower snd 8,976 that had

facilities, Much overcréwding also was brought to. light

abled up others'in dwellings

families doub

Wit

were without hot water
by the survey, which listed 15,977
as the penelty for maintaining its

intended to house but a
The excessive price that a city pays
illustrated in a Cleveland survey by the. National
covered a slum district © verea o1

areas was

slum ¢

Housing Cor

of Clevelsnd's land area but which contained 2.4 per cent of its

0.73 per cel

alation,
ea it was found that public expenditures in a single year

56,998, "while tax collections totaled but $225,035, In addition,

‘elfare agencies spent $490, 836, making & total deficit of more
AT ER,

various private we
that had to be defrayed by the community at 1
total amount that Cleveland spent for fire protection, 14,4 per cent

than $1,622,000

this section containing less than 1 ver cent of its area., Likewise,

poured into S
6.5 per cent of its police department expenditures went for a little more than

2 per cent of its population,

74702 H




The investigstion also developed that 21 per cent of the city's murders and.
f- its deaths from tuberculosis during the preceding 12 years were
charged szzinst the surveyed area;

he Cleveland Metropolitan Housing Authority, with offices in The Housing
P g Yy

; :
Center, West M is headed by Marc, J., Grossman, & le

members : J M. S, Hayes, J

Director




