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Horry HucHes PERFORMS

The Next Stage is excited to
bring performance artist, Holly
Hughes, to the Worsham Theater
Saturday, Feb. 6 at 8:00 pm.
Tickets are $5 for students, $7
for faculty and staff and $10 for
the public. Purchase tickets at
the Student Activities Board
Ticket Window in the old Student
Center or call 257-TICS.

Hughes will present Clit
Notes: A Sapphic Sampler. This
witty, outlandish comedy offers
autobiographical sketches about
growing up gueer in America.

Hughes was one of four
artists (John Fleck, Karen Finley
and Tim Miller were the others)
who was targeted during the
1990 controversy about National
Endowment for the Arts grants.
Senator Jesse Helms (D) and the
Religious Right considered
Hughes’ work offensive, because
of its homosexual content.
Although the controversy has
passed, her performances still
provoke discomfort for conserva-
tives as well as liberals.

Hughes says she likes to
piay with language. “When | first
came up with the title [Clit
Notes], | thought people would
just think it was funny. And then
| thought the people that didn't

conlinued on page 2

Actor’s Guild

How I learned To Drive
Starting on January 14 and con-
tinuing until February 14, Actor's
Guild is producing How | learned to
Drive, by lesbian playwrite Paula
Vogel. Winner of the 1998 Pulitzer
Prize for Drama, four Obie Awards,
and many coveted Best Play Awards,
this play has been called the most
celebrated play of the ‘90s.

The story, told by the grown
woman Li'l Bit (Carla Nowlin) has
become, invites us to look back at
the relationship between Li'l Bit, a
lonely fatherless young girl and her
Uncle Peck (Keith D. Jones), who is
at times nurturing and at times sexu-
ally abusive. The incest is portrayed
with discretion, as the incidents of
abuse are staged in abstraction.

Uncle Peck tells Li'l Bit that he
wants to give her “a power that no
one can take away from you.” He
succeeds, ultimately, in giving her
the strength she needs to leave him
and transcend their relationship.

Playwright Paula Vogel says her
play is not solely about the damage
done by sexual abuse. It concerns
“the gifts we receive from people
who hurt us.” The play also explores
how an extremely good man can
have a terrible flaw that is beyond his
control and ultimately destroys him.
Learned To Drive: continued page 2

One Night Onlq

On Wednesday, January 20, the
Court is presenting three fabulous
female impersonators in One Nisht
Onty. Ashley Kruiz, Miss National
1988, Chelesea Pearl, a former Miss
USA At Large, and Cezanne, a for-
mer Miss Continental, will entrance
you with their style and beauty. They
are all previously from Lexington so
we expect a big crowd to welcome
them back.

The Royal Imperial Sovereign
Court invites everyone to this special
evening at The Bar Complex. Mika
Milano, Empress 17, and Cammie
Dietrich will be on hand to host this
show which will benefit the Lexington
Parkinson Chapter. We expect to get
started about 10 pm, drag time.

John Moses, Emperor 17, says
these are the best female imperson-
ators in the country, so don't even
think about missing this show!

~ Sponsor of the Month

Sills Inn
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Hughes continued from page 1
have that response would proba-
bly not know what a clit was and
think it was a typo.”

Hughes states that one rea-
son her work focuses on life as a
lesbian is there is no language
for lesbian desire.“l came out in
the ‘70s and it was something
lesbians didn’t talk about. Sex
was something that lesbians
used to do before they opened
food co-ops.”

“l want to take the audience
someplace they haven’t neces-
sarily been before, or look at
where they’re standing from a
slightly different angle.”

- -

How | learned to Drive cont.

The play is about family, forgive-
ness, coming of age, desire and reck-
oning — all things we find in our-
selves. “Empathy is the one emo-
tional muscle that every democracy
needs. It allows you to see yourself
in the other — to take the journey of
the other as yourself,” Vogel asserts.
‘| always feel that I'm writing the
script and my audience is writing the
play. There’s a lot of fluidity and flex-
ibility in how we take it in. The fact
that people can go in there and come
out to have arguments in the car and
lobby, and that everyone is always
right: that makes it an ideal platform
for democracy. Ultimately, the aris
form a communal identity that makes
us practice empathy instead of sym-
pathy.” She contends that “we're
hungry now in theatre for direct inti-
macy between the actors and the
audience and that we're tired of writ-
ing that doesn'’t get to the heart of the
matter.”

Actor’s Guild will host a post-play
panel discussion of How I Learned to

Drive on Sun., Feb. 7 following the
matinee performance (beginning
approximately at 3:45). With support
from Project Parent, a panel of schol-
ars, sociologists and psychologists
will discuss issues raised in the play
such as incest, transcendence of past
abuse, imbalances and shifts of
power in sexual relationships and cul-
tural constructions of gender. The
post-play panel will include: Dr. Joan
Callahan, Dr. Susan Bordo, Dr.
Geraldine Maschio, Marta Miranda,
LCSW, Trish Salerno, Melissa Kemp,
Dr. Robert Ferguson, and Dr. Colby
Cohen-Archer. Please call 233-0663
if you plan to attend the post-play
panel.

Rape Crisis Center

The Lexington Rape Crisis
Center of Central Kentucky NEEDS
VOLUNTEERS! The 1999 Winter
Training will be starting on Friday,
Jan. 29 from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm and
continuing the next day, Sat. Jan. 30
and the following two Saturdays, Feb.
6 and 13, from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.

Upon successful completion of
ALL training sessions, volunteers will:
answer the 24-hour Rape Crisis
Hotline, provide support and informa-
tion for victims and their loved ones,
meet victims at local hospitals and
police stations, and provide referrals
for follow-up services. Volunteers
answer the Hotline in their own
homes and shift choice is flexible. A
six month commitment is required
and volunteers must be at least 21.
The Training Program is free of
charge. To apply for training, call
Stephanie at 253-2615 by Jan. 22.

This is an excellent opportunity
to learn crisis counseling skills and to
be of service to people in need. The
Center thanks you for your help and
appreciates your continued support.




SisterSound

SisterSound thrilled its audience
with the winter portion of Leave No
Song Unsung, their theme for this
concert season. A spring concert is
planned for Aprii and will feature
guest artist Margie Adam. If you
would like to help with this concert,
consider joining the SisterSound
Auxiliary. Call Sabrena at 243-0243

If you would like to sing with
SisterSound, and with Margie,
rehearsals begin on Jan. 10. New
member will be accepted throughout
January; there are no auditions.
Rehearsals are held each Sunday
from 6 to 8 pm at Park Methodist
Church, at the corner of Clay Ave.
and High St. Call Lee for more infor-
mation 873-7791.

Discussion/Support Group

Do you ever feel like you are the
only gay person out there? Do you
enjoys sharing some of your life
experiences with other? If you are in
the process of coming out, or if you
would like to talk about some of the
pressure of "living out", we invite you
to the GLSO Support/Discussion
group on Wednesdays evenings,
January 20 and 27, at 7:30. We will
be meeting at the downtown Public
Library, 4th floor, conference room B.
Parking is available and free behind
the Library.

We will be discussing coming
out and living out at the first meeting
and will choose other topics for other
meetings. So if you are tired of the
bar scene and ready for some great
conversation, or if you are just com-
ing out and need to hear others who

share your views, we invite you to

come out and join us. If you would
like more information prior to the
meeting, you can contact Jeremy at
269-6658 or Ciscoboy@webtv.net
and Mary Crone at 266-5904 or
marycrone @aol.com. If you are a
lesbigaytransgen person with an
open mind we would love to see you

there.

PIDK PAGES

A GLSO Committee to publish
the 1999 edition of the Pink Pages
will hold its first meeting on Thursday,
Jan. 21, 7 pm at the Pride Center,
387 Waller Ave. This is a major fund
raiser for the Pride Center and we
are looking for new people to
become involved. We particularly
need graphic artists and people inter-
ested in marketing, but we can also
use anyone interested in putting
some energy into this community
effort. Doing volunteer work is a
great way to meet people!

Networking & Pride planing

The first Networking potluck and
meeting of the new year has been
set for Tues. Jan 19 at 6:30 at the
Pride Center, 387 Waller Ave. GLSO
will provide an entree, everyone else
is asked to bring a dish to share.

We plan to start discussing
Pride Month so we hope that each
community group will send a repre-
sentative. Individuals interested in
learning more about what is going on
in the community or wanting to
become involved are also encour-
aged to attend. Good food, great
company, give it a try!

Movable Feast

Movable Feast is a volunteer run
organization that delivers hot meals
to at least 40 people living with AIDS
on a daily basis. Michael Thompson
is the director of this successful
effort. They are located in the base-
ment of the St. Augustine Episcopal
Chapel at 472 Rose St. ( 252-2867)

Movable Feast needs your help.
Consider giving them a call to help
prepare or deliver food. If you are
reading this before the end of
December, they are particularly in
need of some extra help NOW.

Interweave
Join us Sunday, January 10 after
the Sunday Service for our next
monthly luncheon. For more infor-
mation call Davina (271-6174)

P-FLAG

Parents, Friends, and Family of
Lesbians and Gays (P-FLAG) will
meet the second Tuesday of each
month at 7:30 p.m. at Chapel Hill
Presbyterian Church (corner of
Armstrong Mill and Tates Creek
Roads). December 8th this month.

P-FLAG is open to anyone who
has need of support or is willing to
offer support to people, including
straight spouses, who have friends or
family members, who are lesbian,
gay, bisexual, or transgendered.

MCC Games Night

The Metropolitan Community
Church is planning Games Nights as
a non-alcoholic alternative on cold
Winter nights. This month, we will
meet on Friday, Jan. 29, from 7 to
11PM in the Pride Center. Bring you
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favonte snack item and game. This
will be a fun way to meet new people.
If you have questions you can call
Tomas Edison at 226-0978 or e-mail
me at (twedis1@pop.uky.edu).

WomMaAN's BASKETBALL

We are looking for women bas-
ketball players who would like to play
recreational basketball on a regular
basis. Currently, we are playing on
Wednesday nights at 7 pm in the
Seaton Center Gym. To get into the
gym, you must have a valid UK stu-
dent/faculty/staff ID or you must pur-
chase passes for $2 each. For more
information (or to suggest an alterna-
tive sitetime), please call 258-9332.

MLK March
On Monday Jan. 18 the Martin
Luther King Day March will be held.

Assemble at Lexington's Herltage
Hall (next to Rupp Arena, corner of
Broad & High Street) at 9:30 a.m.
March begins at 10 a.m.

A program in Heritage Hall will
follow the march. The featured
speaker will be Rev. James Lawson.
Rev Lawson was a colleague of Dr.
King, is a proponent of nonviolence,
is a retired United Methodist minister,
and currently is national chair of the
Fellowship of Reconciliation. To reg-
ister a group, call or write Dave
Stockham: UK Dean of Students;
513 Patterson Office Tower; 40536;
(606) 257-3654.

Survey of Lesbian Couples
Barbara Jordan-Knox, a PhD
candidate at the Institute for the
Advanced Study of Human Sexuality
in San Francisco is conducting

research with women who are or
have been in a same-sex relation-
ship for 10 or more years.
Participation requires the completion
of two questionnaires. For more
information visit the website at
http://www.gulfislands.com/jordan-
knox/.

Two Important Events
at

The Pride Center
387 Wadller Ave.
Network Potluck
And Pride Planning
Tues. Jan. 19, 6:30

and
Pink Pages Meeting
Thrus. Jan 21, 7:00

Scott Ackerman
Office: 606-269-7331
Yoice mail: 606-294-2055
Mobile: 606-338-8483

NTHUSIASM

E-Mail: SAcker4224@aol.com

Call me with all your Real Estate needs

Real Estate Service With

- REALTORS

Serving Lexington

& All of Central Kentucky

EQUAL_HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY REALTOR®
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An Everyday
Spiritual Experience
by Kelly O’Ferrell
“Opinion, n., a belief or judgement
based on grounds insufficient to pro -
duce complete certainty.

Experience, n., something personal -

ly lived through.

Self-righteous, adj., smugly moralis -

tic and intolerant [see Kelly].”
Webster’s Dictionary

It amazes me how quickly these
things happen. One minute I'm
standing in the kitchen enjoying the
moment and the next I'm hearing
Tammy, my partner, tell me some-
thing she’s just done and I'm feeling -
what?

I'd could say | felt angry, but
there's a good chance that, in this
case, the anger was just a by-product
of fear. Tam was making me look
bad.

| come from a long line of this
type of “out-of-body” experience. |
learned that if somebody was doing
something “unacceptable,” then
everybody was looking at me.

Tam had just gotten off the
phone and was telling me about her
conversation, and in a split second |
went from content to self-righteous. |
had to keep saying ‘“it's none of my
business” because | couldn’t talk
without telling her what to do.

“l guess what I'm wanting from
you,” she said as she came and
stood beside me, ‘“is to know if you've
ever had an experience like this or if
you've ever felt this way before?”

Ow! Good Lord it was a difficult
transition from that self-righteous
pedestal to a place of equality - a
place of compassion.

“Yes | have,” | told her even as
my feet were trying to find some
steady ground off that pedestal. “It’'s

something | used to do on a regular
basis so I'd look good. Now when |
do that, I'm very aware of it. So |
know how you're feeling.”

Just as suddenly as it had left, it
returned - | was content. And | knew
that whatever decision Tam made
about how to deal with her feelings
and the situation was up to her.

As you know, we started a tradi-
tion last year. Before we go to sleep,
we tell one another something we're
grateful for that the other said or did
that day. | told Tam | was grateful
that she asked if I'd had an experi-
ence like hers or felt that way instead
of asking for my opinion.

She’d given me the opportunity
to have a spiritual experience right
there in our kitchen. 1'd rather have a
spiritual experience over a spiritual
opinion any day. | had enough of
those as a fundamentalist.

LAl

New Year’'s Resolution

At UK Lambda's candlelight vigil in honor of
Matthew Shepard, the Reverend Rex Van Alstein
read an Act of Dedication with the gathered crowd.
We are publishing it now, slightly revised, in hopes
that it can be a powerful New Year's Resolution for
our community. We invite you to read it out loud,
put it on your refrigerator, rewrite it with your per-
sonal emphasis, or in any way you wish make it
part of 1999.

We will not be silenced by hatred and
fear. We will not go away because of intol-
erance and Injustice, Rather, we stand
today, united, strong, courageous, to com-
mit ourselves to creating a world that is
filled not with violence, but with peace, not
with hatred, but with love.

I will speak out for justice and freedom,
for my life and for the lives of others. I wili
I call upon my government to equally protect

each of its citizens. I will act when I see
injustice around me,

I will seek peace in my life and in all my
actions. I will value my own journey and
my uniqueness. I will value the journey and
lives of those who are different from me.

I will remember Matthew and all whom
we have lost to violence. I will live my life
with courage, with love and with hope as a
tribute to their lives.

I will stand and speak out with those
who express compassion and create justice
in the daily living of their lives. I will seek
ways to connect with individuals from
diverse backgrounds, to increase our mutu-
al understanding of difference and to
decrease fear. Together we will fransform
the world.

So May It Be,

Amen,
Shalom,
Go in Peace and Make Peace

GLSO Page 5




GLSO 1998 Financial Report

Once a year we publish an
overview of our financial situation to
let our sponsors, subscribers and
contributors know where their money
goes. GLSO actually has three
accounts that cover three different
aspects of our work: Pride Month,
The Pride Center, and the general
GLSO account.

The box covers our basic
monthly expenses. Many of our
costs have gone up, printing and
postal rates have risen and we have
already been informed of a higher
rate for our bulk mail permit next

year. We have also chosen to
increase the number of pages in the
newsletter, to print the cover in color
on a regular basis, and to have a
greater number printed each month.

Luckily, our income has also
increased, particularly due to spon-
sorships, consistent advertising and
profits from t-shirt sales. The one
area of income that has fallen is
memberships and subscriptions.
Although we have made up for this in
other ways, we are in great need of
having enough subscriptions within
fayette country to insure that we can

Average Monthly Expenses

Newsletter :
Printing (4 pages, color on front, 600 copies) $240.00
Envelopes (215 a mo @.04) $8.60
Bulk Mailing (rates going up in Jan.) $23.00
Annual Bulk Mail Fee ($80, will be $100 in ‘99) $6.70
Mailing Labels $5.00
Post Office Box Rental ($40 yr.) $3.00
Ink Cartridge, paper for printer, etc $2.00
Monthly Newsletter Total .$288.30
Other Monthly Expenses
Donation to MCC $25.00
Adpvertising in other community publications $30.00
Office supplies, copying, postage, etc $12.00
Donation to other progressive projects $15.00
Total Monthly Expenses $370
Average Monthly Income 98 99
Sponsorships $175 $200
Memberships $95 $140
Advertising $75 $80
Donations $55 $60
Fund Raisers, T-shirt sales, etc $50 $50
Total Monthly Income $450 $530 “

GLSO PAGE 6

use bulk mail rates. We often mail
sample copies to friends of whoever
is folding that month, hoping that
they will subscribe. If you have
received this without a subscription,
please consider sending in the form
on the next page. If $15 for a year is
more than you can afford, give Mary
a call about reduced rates.

We anticipate that our expenses
will continue to rise and we are par-
ticularly concerned about the cost of
running the Pride Center. The
Metropolitan Community Church has
been paying more than half the rent
for the building that houses both
MCC and the Pride Center. We will
be renegotiating the lease with them
early in 1999. We are now paying
about $5,000 a year in rent and utili-
ties. Although we still have a certifi-
cate of deposite for $7,000, the
Center account we pay our rent out
of is down to $1,865.

We are looking for ways to bring
financial benefit to the Pride Center.
The Pink Pages is the major fund
raiser coordinated by GLSO. Please
consider joining this effort by attend-
ing the meeting on Jan. 21 or by tak-
ing out an advertisement. GLSO
also produces community events
that profit the Center such as Act
Out’s plays (Elegies), Wishing Chair
concerts, and dances. If your orga-
nization could help us with a fund
raiser, it would be appreciated.

A number of community groups
have done fund raisers for us or use
the Pride Center on a regular basis
and donate money for its upkeep.
We thank The Lexington Men's
Chorus, Fairness, RSIC, AVOL,
Ebony Male, and individual benefac-
tors for their financial contributions.
Having a Pride Center is wonderful
for our community; we need every-
one’s support to keep it open.
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Do you belleve in the inherent

worth and dlgnlty 0f everv person"

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
3564 CLAYS MILL RbD.

SERVICES 10:45 SUNDAY

World News
Tutu: “Homophobia Unjust”

South  African  Archbishop
Desmond Tutu danced in the streets
of Denver last month. The ebullient
67-year-old Nobel laureate grinned
and swayed with nearly 300 high
school students at a street party that
was part of the PeaceJam Youth
Conference at Regis University. This
conference was to encourage youth
to dream of a world without war and
to make peace in their own commu-
nities. Archbishop Tutu spoke to the
youth saying "Your dreams are really

God's dreams. Do what you can
now,"

When a student asked Tutu
what injustice he would most want to
reverse, he gave a surprising
answer. "Will you give me two?" he
said with a grin. First, Tutu called on
world leaders to forgive the mounting
debts owed by developing nations.
Then he said the persecution of
homosexuals is as unjust as
apartheid. Sexual orientation is just
like race... People do not decide to
be gay any more than they decide to
be black or white, he said.

RO SE0 ie oL e
IF YOUR LABEL IS YELLOW--PLEASE PENEW WE NEED MORE LEX. SUBSCRIBERS NOW
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223-2448

IFGE CONFERENCE

The annual IFGE conference,
Standing United, will be held March
17 - 21 in Louisville, KY. The
Bluegrass Belles, Kentuckiana's
transgendered support and social
group, will host this event.
Registration for the full conference is
$180. Some scholarships and less-
er-priced options are available. For
registration information, contact
IFGE "Standing United" Convention
‘99; PO Box 61; Easton, PA 8044-
0061 or call (610)759-2347.

Name

Address

City, 8t, zip

$18 membership and newsletter
.. $20 couple membership and newsletter
I would like the newsletter at this reduced rate
I am donating $3 or more, please add my/our name(s) to the Out and Proud spon-
sorship page in October. Mail to GLSO News, PO Box 11471, Lex., Ky., 40578
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y g 1 FRID
ot E m@ﬂ 7:30 pm Gay//Lesbian AA

2 SATURDAY

9:00 am Frontrunners
(Arboretum)

7:30 pm Gay/Lesbian AA

10:45 am UU Church
11:30 am LMCC
6:00 pm Dignity

7:00 pm Women's
Basketball (Seaton Gym)
8:00 pm AA Step Study

= : :
7:30 pm PFLAG Chapel
(Hill Presbyterian Church)

(Woodland Park)

6:00 pm HIV/AIDS
Support Group

7:00 pm MCC Study

Group

o]

7:30 pm Gay//Lesbian AA
Chorus Rehearsal

7:30 pm UK Lambda
(Student Center)

)

9:00 am Frontrunners
(Arboretum)

7:30 pm Gay/Lesbian AA

10

10:45 am UU Church
11:30am LMCC
6:00 pm SisterSound

rsal

12:15 pm Interweave Lunch |

7:00 pm GLSO Board Mtg
(Pride Center)

7:00 pm Women's
Basketball (Seaton Gym)

800 pm AA Step Study

8:00 pm_Gay/Lesbian AA

6:00 pm_Frontrunners
(Woodland Park)

6:00 pm HIV/AIDS
Support Group

7:00 pm MCC Study
Group

7:30 pm Faimess
Lexington (Pride Center)

8:00 pm Gay/Lesbian AA

15

7:00 pm Men’s 7:30 pm Gay//Lesbian AA
Chorus Rehearsal

7:30 pm UK Lambda
(Student Center)

9:00 am Frontrunners
(Arboretum)
7:30 pm Gay/Lesbian AA

17
10:45 am UU Church
11:30 am LMCC

6:00 pm Dignity
6:00 pm_ SisterSound
rehearsal

13

7:00 pm Women’s
Basketball (Seaton Gym)

8:00 pm AA Step Study

1G

6:30 pm Networking
Potluck (Pride Center)

GLSO NEWS DEADLINE
SUBMIT ADDITIONS
AND/OR CORRECTIONS
FOR NEXT CALENDAR
273-9649

6:00 pm Frontrunners
(Woodland Park)

6:00 pm HIV/AIDS
Support Group

7:00 pm MCC Study
Group

7:30 pm Support Group
( Library Room B)

8:00 pm Gay/Lesbian AA
10:00 pm One Night Only
Drag Show (The Bar)

24

10:45 am UU Church

11:30 am LMCC

6:00 pm SisterSound
rehearsal

5

7:00 pm Women’s
Basketball (Seaton Gym)

8:00 pm AA Step Study

21 &2

7.00 pm Pink Pagesadhoc | 7:30 pm Gay/Lesbian AA
Committee Meeting (Pride

Center)

7:00 pm Men'’s
Chorus Rehearsal

7:30 pm UK Lambda
(Student Center)

23

9:00 am Frontrunners
(Arboretum)

7:30 pm Gay/Lesbian AA

6:00 pm Frontrunners
(Woodland Park)

6:00 pm HIV/AIDS
Support Group

7:00 pm MCC StudyGroup

7:30 pm Support Group
(Library Room B))

8:00 pm_Gay/Lesbian AA

29

7:00 pm LMCC Games
Night

7:30 pm Gay/Lesbian AA

7:00 pm Men’s
Chorus Rehearsal

7:30 pm UK Lambda
(Student Center)

30

9:00 am Frontrunners
(Arboretum )

7:30 pm Gay/Lesbian AA

3

10:45 am UU Church

11:30 am LMCC

6:00 pm SisterSound
rehearsal

JER)

ALFALFA

Restaurant
557 S. Limestone
Lexington, Ky.
253-0014

featuring the famous
Alfalfa Weekend Brunch
serving blueberry
buckwheat pancakes,
eggs benedict arnold,
spanish omelettes
gourmet desserts,
and much more

All of our breads and
desserts are baked daily
in our kitchen

Free Evening Parking
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First Day of School,
Wild Love
By Reinette F. Jones

First day of first grade, no one
told me that | would be staying at
school all day. | had never been to
school before and | thought | was
going to first grade for a short visit. |
followed my brother into the class-
room and when he turned to leave, |
followed him out the door. The
teacher caught me by the shoulders
and said that | would have to stay. |
stood in the doorway and cried as my
brother walked away. | begged him
to please come back and get me. He
said he would be back after school. |
had no idea if after school would be
in a little while or tomorrow or next
week.

| clung to the door frame and
screamed as the teacher tried to
steer me into the room. She got
winded and decided that it was OK
for me to stand in the doorway.
There was no one else in the room;
my brother had dropped me off early
because he had things to do. |
wished that | had never said that |
wanted to go to school. The teacher
was mean and she smelled funny.
Her teeth looked funny and her
brown Santa Clause cheeks made
her look like the devil when she
talked. She was not the person my
nine older siblings had described.
They told me that | would like the
teacher because she had taught all
colored children in the first grade
since the Negro school opened at the
turn of the century. Somebody had
lied because that woman was mean
and she was 2000 years old. | want-
ed to go home.

Before | could dash down the
hallway, the teacher caught her sec-

ond wind. She stepped in front of me
and told me that | had to be a big girl.
| was to stop crying and sit down in
my assigned seat. As the teacher
spoke she put her hands on her high-
pocket hips. She looked to be nine
feet tall. | knew | was outmatched, |
declined another round of wrestling
and took my seat.

The teacher told me to work on
my ABCs until the other children
arrived. Instead of writing, | stared at
the teacher’s teeth. Her teeth looked
just like the candy flavored paraffin
teeth that were sold at the neighbor-
hood grocery store. Her gums
looked like deep dark blood and the
whole contraption moved around in
her mouth when she talked. Her
breath smelled like Mercurochrome
and scrubbing powder. | sat at my
desk waiting for the teacher to eat
her candy paraffin teeth before they
went soft and crumbled in her mouth.
The teacher told me to quit staring at
her and write my ABCs. | didn’t know
how to write my ABCs so | kept star-
ing at her teeth.

Forty-five minutes later all the
other children had arrived. The class
had about 33 newcomers and 2 who
were repeating the first grade. Four
of the students were a little more
unique than the rest of us. There
was the potato-head boy who stut-
tered and kept asking to go to the
bathroom. He had been a first grad-
er the previous year. The teacher
said that he should know the rules,
but that didn’t keep him from asking
to go to the bathroom every ten min-
utes.

There was the other boy who
was wearing his daddy’s glasses.
His moma had had to carry him into
the classroom like a sack of potatoes
because he refused to walk and fell
out in the floor kicking and scream-

ing when the teacher got close to
him. His moma put him in the chair
where he was having a fit, snatching,
and jerking, and kicking, and crying
with snot running down his face.

There was the silent girl with the
big, big eyes. She peed in her chair,
but no one told the teacher. She
never talked, not even when the
teacher asked her what her name
was. Her friend, D.A., told the
teacher the girl's name and where
she lived.

D.A. was the most unique per-
son in the whole world, she was pret-
ty and wild. She kept pointing her
finger and making faces at those who
were crying. For no reason at all, she
would laugh out loud. The teacher
told D.A. to settle down, but D.A.
ignored the teacher and started bark-
ing like a dog. That mean teacher
shook D.A. and made her get quiet.

D.A. didn’t stay quiet for fong.
When the teacher went down the hall
D.A. jumped up on her desk and did
a belly dance. She pulled her dress
up over her head and did the Huck-a-
Buck dance too. The whole class
was squealing and laughing and
some covered their eyes. The
teacher ran back into the room and
asked D.A. what in God’s name was
she doing. D.A. jumped down from
the desk and got the holy spirit in her.
She kept flailing about in her chair
and speaking in tongues like the
women in church.

Before the teacher got half way
across the room, D.A. was out of her
chair and racing around making car
sounds with her mouth. | was in love.
| shouted with the rest of the class
for D.A. to run faster so that the
teacher couldn’t catch her. Some of
the boys started to race around the
room with D.A. and they were making
car sounds too. We were really hav
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ng fun! Then the teacher screamed
for everyone to get back in their
seats and get quiet. She was such a
mean teacher. | said damnit’ to
myself.

Everyone sat down, except D.A.
who made a sound like a motorcycle
peeling off, then she ran through the
doorway, down the haill, and out of
the school building. We all screamed
for D.A. to run, run fast. The princi-
pal came into the room to see what
was going on. He said that he would
go find D.A. and bring her back. But
| think D.A. was too fast for him
because we didn't see D.A. for the
rest of the day.

The teacher said that we should
all put our heads down and take a
break because she needed fo talk to
God. But God was a no show, the
teacher just sat at her desk with her
hands over her face. She was ignor-
ing the potato-head boy’s request to
go to the bathroom The big, big eyed
girl had peed in her chair again, but
we didn't tell the teacher.

Everybody raised their heads
when the potato-head boy shouted
“uh-oh,uh-oh!”” He was standing
beside his chair looking at the wet
spot that was growing down the front
of his pants into his socks and shoes,
and onto the floor.

The potato-head boy started to
cry. The boy with his daddy’s glass-
es started to cry out loud again. The
teacher said that she was going to
give them something to cry about.
But she didn’t get a chance to give
them anything because the boy with
the glasses jumped up out of his seat
and ran toward the door. He flung
the door open, ran down the haliway
and out of the school building.

The teacher slammed the door
shut and announced that no one else

was allowed to leave the room. |t
was time for us to learn how to spell
our names. She gave the two wet-
ters some paper towels to clean up
their messes while she got paper and
pencils from behind the white box. |
had heard stories about the huge
white box with the back cut out, that
was where the spankings took place.
The teacher would take a child
behind the box, pull your drawers
down, lay you across her lap, and
spank your naked butt. | didn't like
the looks of that white box and | did-
n't like the teacher being behind it.
That woman was a devil. When she
went behind the box | called her a
crazy-ass heffa’ in my head. | was
not supposed to cuss in schaol, so |
said it to myself.

| was scared the teacher would
come out from behind the box with
horns and fangs. Maybe | could
escape. Suddenly the classroom
door swung open and banged
against the wall. The boy wearing his
daddy’s glasses was back with his
moma. He was kicking and crying
and wiggling all over the place. He
almost got away when he slid down
his moma's legs, but his moma
caught him by his arms and lifted him
off the floor. His feet kept running in
place, but he never touched the floor.
His moma put him in his chair. The
teacher came from behind the white
box without horns and fangs. She
grabbed the boy’s arms and told the
boy’s moma to leave! His moma
looked at the teacher like she was
going to smack the cowboy shit out
of the teacher. In my head | told the
boy's moma to go ahead and do it.

The teacher changed her tune
and politely begged the boy’s mother
to leave. She even said ‘PLEASE’
and flashed her paraffin teeth. The

boy’s moma, who was even taller
than the teacher, took her time leav-
ing the room. She had never said a
word during the entire commotion.

When the boy’s moma was
gone, the teacher put her nose on
the boy’s snotty nose and told him if
he got out of his seat again it was
going to be the end of him. The boy
had another fit, jerking, and snatch-
ing, and kicking. He never got out of
his chair. And with that the class went
on learning to spell our names.

When the teacher got to me |
pronounced my entire name, spelled
my first name, made up the spelling
of my middle name, and misspelled
my last name. The teacher informed
me that | had spelled the whole thing
wrong. She changed the spelling of
my first name to R-a-y-n-e-t. She
correctly spelled my middle name.
And because she knew all about who
my daddy was, she gave me a new
last name.

My feelings were hurt and | was
embarrassed. | was only five, my
piss and vinegar attitude had not yet
fermented, so | said nothing. | sat
completely still as the teacher wrote
my new name on a slip of paper and
pinned it to the shoulder of my dress.
In my head | called her stinky do-do
as the tears ran down my face.

When everyone had their
assigned names, it was time for
lunch. The silent girl with the big big
eyes would not eat. After lunch we
went out to the playground behind
the school. The silent girl stood by
the fence crying with one finger in her
mouth and whispered her first words,
she wanted to go home. The teacher
told her to go sat down somewhere
and pull herself together. The silent
airl must have thought that the only
place for her to sat down and pull
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herself together was at home,
because she was no where to be
found when we got back to the
iclassroom.

The teacher sent a note to the
principal’s office about the silent gir’s
absence. Then the teacher posted
her chair in front of the classroom
door and told us that she was going
to read us stories while we napped at
our desks. She read a story about
Dick and Jane and a dog named
Spot. | asked the teacher where the
children in the story lived. She said
they didn’t
live anywhere, they were make-
believe. | knew she had been lying
all the time, wasn’t nobody in the
class with names like that. That's
why everybody started laughing
when she said that dirty word was
that boy's name. Who ever heard of

a boy named Dick!

| was tired of make-believe sto-
ries. | asked the teacher where was
D.A. She said that D.A. would be
back tomorrow and now Little Red
Riding Hood. She said it just like
D.A. and Red Riding Hood was the
same person. As the teacher read
the story, | envisioned D.A. dancing
and laughing her way through the
forest as the hunters chopped the
wolf into steaks and sausage so that
D.A. and her grandmother could live
happily ever after.

When the teacher finished read-
ing it was time for us to go home, and
| was glad. My older brothers and
sisters were waiting for me at the
door. | couldn’t wait to tell them
about my new girlfriend named D.A.
One of my brothers said that | had it
all wrong, boys have girlfriends and

girls have boyfriends and girls can be
girliriends, but they were really
friends. Boys could be friends, but
not boyfriends. And by the time he
finished explaining, | knew that he
was confused. So, | told all of them
again that D.A. was my girlfriend.
Another brother and sister tried to
explain the girlfriend and boyfriend
stuff, but they didn’t make any sense
either. | refused to repeat myself
again. They were just being stupid.
Tomorrow | would ask D.A. to
marry me and we would run away to
the forest so D.A. could dance. And
we wouldn’t have to see that stinky
teacher again. And we would live
with her grandmother and eat wolf
steaks and wolf sausage and live
happily ever after. Humph! | would
show them who could have a girl-
friend. Intercultural Lesbians!

Homophobia
and Sexual Abuse of Boys
by Mary Crone

Recently, it has been reported
that the sexual abuse of children
includes a greater number of male
children than was previously
believed, perhaps one out of five
boys are victimized. For years
research has shown that one out of
four girls experience some form of
sexual abuse, and some studies say
one out of three. Up to this time, the
most commonly repeated statistics
for boys was one out of eight.

The increase in the number of
boys believed affected does not sur-
prise many of us that have worked in
the field of child and or family abuse.
It seems that girls and women find it
easier to acknowledge to themselves
that they have been abused, more
frequently tell someone as a child,
~ and are more likely to seek help as
adults. Over the past two decades,

more and more women have talked
about sexual victimization and have
worked to heal themselves. There
are now several hundred books,
numerous research results, and
training for police, social workers,
and therapists in how to help women.

The research, literature, and
knowledge about what happens to
boys has been slower in coming to
the serface. There are a number of
reasons for this. In our culture, boys
and men learn that they are not “sup-
pose” to be victims, particularly sex-
ual victims. Homophobia is one rea-
son boys are reluctant to see them-
selves a victims--it might mean that
they are gay. Or, if they tell, other
people might think that they are gay.
The homophaobia in our culture thus
helps to keep boys in denial about
what has happened to them, and if
not in denial, it tells them to definite-
ly keep quiet about it.

Offenders have been known to

use this fear to help keep their vic-
tims quiet. This is one way in which
homophobia is harmful to straight as
well as gay people. A victim who is
not able to tell, enables an offender
to continue abusing, and keeps the
survivor from healing.

Sexual abuse of boys has there-
fore been an under reported crime
and male survivors of abuse often
bury their memories. Men who do
remember, do not seek help nearly
as frequently as women. The recov-
ery books for men are limited, and
professionals are not trained in spe-
cific issues to consider in diagnosing
or working with male survivors. As
men come forward and share their
experiences of abuse, these patterns
are changing. The change in statis-
tics of the number of boys believed
victimized is one of the changes.

Fear of being thought to be gay
can atso be a contributing factor in
turning victims into offenders. In the
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early teen years especially, young
men struggle to be accepted as “real
men”. For someone who has been
sexually victimized, becoming tough
or even abusive is a way to wipe out
any hint of victim status. “Real men”
can’t be victims in our culture, but
they can be violent, can pass their
hurt on to others.

Many psychologists believe that
offenders are often acting out of
abuse that happened to them as chil-
dren. This does not mean that all vic-
tims become perpetrators, or that
they become offenders for the same
reasons. It has been noted, however,
that it is often the survivors who can
not tell, or who do not receive psy-
chological help in healing that are
more likely to become offenders.

Some people still believe that
men who abuse boys must be homo-
sexual, or that abuse causes homo-
sexuality in young men. Studies of
survivors and of offenders do not
support this. Sexual abuse, similar
to rape, is a sexual offense that is not
motivated by sexual needs but by
needs to dominate, control or humili-
ate. Some offenders develop pseudo
intimate relationships with their vic-
tims and want to call this “love”.
These are not “loving” relationships
but abusive controlling relationships.

Homosexuality and Heterosex-
uality are about sexual attraction and
even more importantly are about an
individual’s orientation and ability to
love, cherish, and form emotionally
intimate relationships with other
adults. A person’s orientation is not
determined by who they hurt and
abuse. It is therefore incorrect and
misleading to call pedophiles homo-
sexuals because their victims are
boys or heterosexuals when they
abuse girls.

In our community we often see

these beliefs as harmful to gay peo-
ple but it is also harmful to society as
a whole. Believing that offenders are
likely to be gay, for example, pre-
vents adults form understanding how
to protect their children from abuse
and it misinforms children and teens.
Children need to know that they can
tell a trusted adult any time any adult
touches them in a way that makes
them feel uncomfortable.

Telling children to be careful of
that “funny” man down the street, or
that teacher that is thought to be gay,
does not protect them form an abu-
sive Uncle John or from their mascu-
line foothall coach. Parents should
teach their children that they have
the right to determine who expresses
physical affection to them This
means that parents may have to
intercede for their children who don’t
want hugs or kisses from a well
meaning Aunt Sarah.

Some offenders have tried to
excuse their behavior by saying they
are gay. Again, a person’s sexual
orientation is not determined by who
they - take advantage of, hurt or
abuse, it is about who they love,
cherish and form healthy adult rela-
tionships with. This does not mean
that gay or lesbian individuals do not
ever abuse children, but if they do, it
is not because they are gay. The
public is beginning to understand this
even though right wing groups con-
tinue to call us pedophiles. To make
our position clear, | believe that the
lesbigaytrans community needs to
reject groups like the “Man Boy Love
Society” that sometimes attempts to
be aligned with us.

One aspect of abuse of boys
that | do not believe has been studied
sufficiently is the question of who is
abused. Some offenders say that
they abuse any child they can get

their hands on. Others say they
specifically look for loners, children
that are more isolated and in need of
a “friend.” It seems to me that chil-
dren who are already different from
the norm would be particularly vul-
nerable. Some of us who grew up to
be gay fit into that group as children.

Which brings up the question-
do gay men as a group have a
greater than average amount of sex-
ual abuse in their childhoods? To my
knowledge, the few studies that have
been done on male survivors have
not addressed this question. It does
seem that gay men are in the fore-
front of men willing to tackle this
issue, to do the work necessary for
recovery. One reason for this leader-
ship by gay men could be because
they have recognized and recovered
form the homophobia that helped
keep sexual abuse a secret or made
it more difficult to talk about. |
believe that a decrease in homopho-
bia within our culture will help other
men and boy survivors find the heal-
ing they need.

——
Yiou!

THE ORIGINAL ONE DAY HI-TECH SIGN CO.

Howard Stovall
Owner/General Manager

332 Southland Drive
Lexington, KY 40503
(606) 260-1048
(606) 260-2071 Fax
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GLSO News is proud to present
our sponsors for 1998

Sills Inn, Bed and Breakfast Guest House.............................. (606) 873-4478
Voted: Best intheBluegrass’™: .. wnonii . 80 ...(800) 526-9801

Mr Goodcents Subs and Pastas............................n. 253-1552
1050 S. Broadway @ The Marketplace

Metropolitan Community Church................................... 271-1407

387 Waller Ave., Sunday Worship 11:30 AM
A Church for all God’s People

SisterSoinds 5 S e e s 873-7791
Diverse music for all women

WindvKnollEarm ... . . = 299-7410
Riding lessons, dressage and jumping, trail riding, boarding

Royal Sovereign Imperial Court of Kentucky......................... 294-0901

The By Complex -+ ' 02 T na mine. . LB i 255-1551
224 E. Main

Beverly K. Turner LCSW, Counselor/Therapist................................ 269-6497

Scott Ackerman, Paul Semonin Realty....................................... 269-7331
Call me with your real estate needs..................... (voice mail) 294-2055

Fevington MenlsGhorus = =1 ma e Ll aln 266-9175

Pegasus fravelie s e 253-1644

Donating 1% of your ticket cost to GLSO
Out and Proud Members of the LBGT Community

With this issue we introduce our Sponsors for 1999.
We thank them for their support of GLSO and encourage our
readers to patronize them. We still have a few months open

so if you would like to be a sponsor call John at 269-6969
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Siilelng
Bed and Breakfast Guest

House Collection

270 Montgomery Avenue
Versailles, Kentucky 40383

Local (606) 873-4478 = Toll Free (800) 586-9801

Voted
“Bestin the Bluegrass”

Romantic Getaways
Jacuzzi Suites

Full Gourmet Breakfast

Corporate Accommodations

Monthly/Weekly Rates
Furnished Apartments

Tony Sills & Glenn Blind — Innkeepers
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‘Dizectory

The GLSO

GLSO Board (Terry)

GLSO Discrimination Project (Jeff)

GLSO: News Calendar (Peter)
Advertisements (Terry)
Community News (Mary)

GLSO Speakers Bureau (Mary)

GLSO Support Group (Mary)

255-5469
296-4170
273-9649
255-5469
266-5904
266-5904
266-5904

STUDENT GROUPS
ACE League: Berea(Nelson) (606)986-9341
AGLF: NKU (Pat) 572-5604
B-GLAD: Centre College (Mykol) 238-5332
Pride Alliance EKU (Josh) (606)622-5297
(Jessica) (606)622-5321

Lex. Youth Support Group (Kenneth).....222-1919

Morehead State University (Angela) 783-2950
Transylvania University (Jessica) 272-8177
UK Lambda (Pager) 244-3344

ANONYMOUS AIDS TESTING
Jessamine County 885-4149
Lexington-Fayette County 288-2437
Madison County 723-7312
Woedlord Calinty.... ..~ .. .o = 873-4541

AIDS INFO / SERVICES

AIDS HOTLINE (800) 840-2865
AIDS Volunteers Inc 278-7494
AVOL Legal Advocacy Program 278-7494
Health Dept. HIV Support Programs

288-2377

288-2374
(502) 584-1254

HIV/AIDS Legal Project
HIV Education YOUTH GROURP............. 278-7494
HIV Support (Somerset)... 679-7578 or 678-5814

Kentucky AIDS HOTLINE (800) 840-2865
Thursday HIV+ / AIDS Support Group
Hospice of the Bluegrass 276-5344

IYG LESBIGAY YOUTH HOTLINE

800-347-TEEN 7pm-12pm Thurs.& Fri.

COMMUNITY
Ask Us, Inc
Bluegrass Belles (Marjorie)
(Dawn)..dwilsoo @ ukce.uky.edu(Ann)
Bluegrass COLTS (Mark)
DOJ Pride(Robin)
E-MALE (Bill)
Fairness of Lexington HOTLINE
Fairness of Louisville
Front Runners (Keith)
G/L AA (Charlie)
G/L Defense Fund
IGBO (Steve)
Ky. Legislator Message Line (800) 372-7181
Kismit 335-5477
Lake Cumberland Gay Alliance(Roger).. (606) 561-9898
roger @hyperaction.net
Lexington Men’s Chorus (Bill) 266-9175
Louisville Youth Group (502) 894-9787
Movable Feast 252-2867
Names Project, Lex. (Katie) 272-2588
Pride Center (voice mail) 255-4016
P-FLAG (Perry) (502) 226-5478
Pegasus Travel 253-1644
Rainbow Bowling League (Shawn) 255-7379
RSIC of KY. (John)
(Chance)
SisterSound (Lee)

RELIGIOUS GROUPS
Dignity [Catholic](Don)
Interweave [Unitarian](Davina)
MCC-Elizabethtown (Rev. Cathy)
MCC-Lexington (voice mail)

(Rev. Rex)
MCC-Louisville (Rev. Dee)
MCC-Paducah (Rev. Donna)
Path of the Personal Divine
[multi-traditional](Chris)

Pagan Forum (Rev. Pat)
RainbowWind [Pagan] (Sarah)

GLSO ONLINE
- Peter: peter@uky.campus.mci.net
Mary: Marycrone@aol.com
Terry: misterb@gte.net

255-2374
278-2608
(502)672-8673
233-7266
231-8526
2549812
275-7812
(502) 893-0788
254-6850
224-4067

(502) 589-2896
276-3058

269-9465
873-7791

299-4458
271-6174
(800)484-8498
255-4016 -
imccbrv@juno.com
(502)775-6636
(502)441-2307




