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Imperial Court Celebraates

The Imperial Court of Kentucky
kicked off the Holiday Season with a
BANG with Judy's Old Fashioned Holi-
day Show. What a delightful evening
full of Gay Cheer.

On December 2 we continue the
Holiday spirit of giving with the AVOL
Kids Christmas Show at Crossings.
Doors open at 8:30 with the show start-
ing at 9:30, $5 donation at the door or
bring a new kids toy. Come join in the
festivities and help us make several kid’s
Christmases Merry!

In addition to the show we will be
placing Christmas trees at The Bar Com-
plex, Crossings and Pulse Nightlife and
any other establishment that would be
interested in participating. Ask your
bartender how you can make a donation
to help AVOL Kid’s Christmas.

Then lets keep the season jolly by
crowning a Miss Mary Christmas on
December 16th at the Bar Complex.
Doors open at 8:30 with the pageant
starting promptly at 9:30, $5 donation
at the door. Applications are available at
Inspired Apparel, from Empress Nicole
Diamond or from Miss Mary Christmas
2008 Helena Handbasket. Come join in
the fun!

A big Congratulations goes out to
Jacqueline Storm, Miss Diva of Dark-
ness 2009. All the contestants did an
amazing job!

The Imperial Court of Kentucky
donated $8,000 to the Matthew Shepard
Foundation to be used for hate crime
awareness in Kentucky Schools from the
proceeds of the production of the Lara-

mie Project. Director cont. pg. 2
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AIDS Volunteers of Lexington
Candlelight Vigil

AVOL's Candlelight vigil is Tues-
day, December 1st, World AIDS
Day. You can bring a candle or pick
one up and start the walk at one of the
following locations: 1) Common
Ground, 2) Dunkin Doughnuts, 3)
Third Street Stuff, 4) Starbucks on
Main St., 5) Tin Roof.

The candle stations will be set up
by 5:30 (30 minutes prior) and the vigil
will start at 6Gpm. Participants will walk
through downtown, ending at the Cen-
tral Library where we will have a few
words and music. We will then proceed
inside where eight panels of the AIDS
quilt will be on display. Starbucks on
High will supply coffee and light

snacks.

Red Ribbon Ball

The Red Ribbon Ball will be Satur-
day, December 5th, in the round barn
at Red Mile. The event will start at
7pm with a live silent art auction, heavy
hor'deurves, and an open bar. At
10pm., the art portion ends and the
Dance of the Winter begins with D]

Xenergy. cont. pg. 2

Sponsor of The Month

KCHIP
Kids Healthcare
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Next meeting Dec. 10,
7pm at the Pride Center.

Imperial Court ...cont from pg. 1

Wesley Nelson and Cast did an amazing
job telling the story of Matthew Shepard
at Natsha's, EKU, UK and at The Bar
Complex performances. Thanks to our
corporate sponsors and everyone that at-

tended.

The Imperial Court of Kentucky will
be represented at the Imperial Court of
Boston and Imperial Court of Las Vegas
Coronations this month.

The Imperial Court of Kentucky helps
support Breast Cancer Research with the
Pink Ribbon Ball held at The Bar Com-
plex on November 18. Thanks to every-
one for helping us reach out in our com-
munity and support those special causes
near and dear to our heart!

AVOL ...cont from pg. 1

The cost of tickets are: Art/Dance- $60
per person or $100 per couple, Dance
only—$10 in advance or $15 at the door.
Tickets may be purchased in advance ei-
ther through our website www.avolky.org
or by calling Brian Slate at 859-225-3000
ext. 23. DPlease come out and support
our cause.

OPEN HOUSE
AVOL has moved to 225 Walton Ave-

nue, Suite 110. They invite everyone to a
celebratory Open House on Friday, Dec. 11
from 2pm Gpm. The new space offers easier
access, greater privacy, and more parking.
AVOL is now making appointments for
Rapid Result HIV testing at Central Chris-
tian Church on Tuesday evenings from 6:00
- 8:00 p.m. Call for more information and
appointment scheduling 859-225-3000.

Subscribe to the Newsletter by
going to www.glso.org or
calling 859-253-3233
Mon-Fri.10a.m-3p.m.
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Got Us All Tied Up”

The Kentucky Premiere of the docu-
mentary “Straightlaced: How Gender’s
Got Us All Tied Up” —will be on January
9, 2010. A reception begins at 10:15 am
and the film begins at 11 am inside the
KY Theater in the State Theatre, 214 E.
Main Street. Free parking is available in
the City Annex garage next to the Fayette
County Clerk's office.

In November of 2007, Groundspark
arrived at Dunbar High School’s Memo-
rial Garden to interview friends of Josh
Shipman for their film. Hannah Landers
candidly and emotionally spoke of her
love for Josh, the reason for the Memo-
rial Garden, and her dismay at the hard-
ships Josh endured as an openly gay and
flamboyant individual. Josh Shipman
took his own life on Oct. 5, 2006. He
was just shy of 16 years old.

In May of 2008, days before Hannah
and her mother were to travel to Califor-
nia to continue her participation in the
documentary, Hannah’s life was tragi-
cally cut short in an automobile acci-
dent. Hannah was 17 years old.

In an effort to continue Hannah’s
work and tell Josh’s story,
“Straightlaced” be shown with no admis-
sion charge. We hope to encourage open
discussion of gender bias and help others
toward a more inclusive, empowering
culture.

This film is brought to you by the
Jesse Higginbotham Technology Trust,
the family of Hannah Landers, and
Groundspark.org, a documentary film
company. Donations are requested to bene-
fit the Hannah Landers Scholarship Fund
and a contribution to suicide prevention
program to be made in Josh’s name.

Pride Center Sale

Books, T-Shirts, DVDs

Are you ready to get under a nice
warm blanket, with your favorite cup of
hot beverage to read a juicy novel or
watch a “family” DVD? Perhaps one
you might have bought at an expensive
bookstore? Or, are you looking for some
inexpensive presents for friends?

Well, do I have great news for you!
Here at your favorite place in town, the
GLSO Pride Center, at 389 Waller, Suite
100 we will be having a sale on the first
three Saturdays in December from 12-
3pm (Dec. 5th 10- 12pm), and if we
have volunteers help we will be open on
Sundays from 12 —2pm. (call ahead 859
253-3233).

We have acquired many duplicate
books, and videos from generous donors.
Come look over our $cheap$ books,
videos, and jewelry (some vintage). You
can get the same satisfaction as buying
from the big guys, only you will be sup-
porting your local Pride Center.

We will also have refillable Kroger
gift cards, t-shirts, and newsletter sub-
scriptions. We will have coffee a brew-
ing, and some pastries while they last.
You can sign up for a library card and
check out books from the Pride Library.
Bring your friends, meet some friendly
GLBT folks and see how you might get
involved your LGBT community.

SisterSound

This holiday, SisterSound will again
be singing for Amazon.com employees,
eight sessions in mid-December from
5:15 to 6:15pm. Training is provided,
and everyone has a great time. Contact
Sara at helregel@windstream.net.

Continued on next page
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SisterSound from page 3

SisterSound will present Puttin' on
the Ritz, on January, Saturday 23rd, at
St Michael's Episcopal Church. Look for
details in the Jan. issue.

SisterSound is a non-audition cho-
rus that welcomes new members. Re-
hearsals are at 6 pm every Sunday at the
Episcopal Church of the Resurrection,
3220 Lexington Rd, Nicholasville (on
Nicholasville Rd, 5 minutes from Fayette
Rd, on the left). For information, contact
Patti Owens at 859-806-0243.

White Christmas
Benefiting the Bluegrass Rape Crisis Center

On Thursday, December 3, join us at
the Kentucky Theater for a special show-
ing of Erving Berlin’s White Christmas.
There will be a Reception at 6:30pm and
the movie will start at 7pm.

Tickets are $10 and can be purchased
at the door, by calling 859.253.2615 or
online: www.bluegrassrapecrisis.org. En-
joy a classic movie and support the Blue-
grass Rape Crisis Center.

“Keep the love you find, _

',_,, Get the love you want!*

Jessica Bollinger LCSW

Imago Relationship Therapist
EMDR Trauma Work
Couples, Family, Individual
imagoconnection.com 552-6533

Getting the Love You Want
Jessica Bollinger offers individual,
couple, and family therapy. She will be
leading a workshop on the weekend of
Dec. 11 through 13. The workshops
include brief lectures, movie clips, and
opportunities for private reflection and
sharing privately with your partner.

KCHIP
Health Insurance for Kids

The Kentucky Children's Health
Insurance Program (KCHIP) is free or
low cost health insurance for children.
KCHIP is for children under the age of
19 who do not have health insurance
and whose family income is below 200
percent of the federal poverty level. For
example, a family of four can earn up to
$42,400 a year and still be eligible.

Children need health insurance.
There are many families that are having
difficulty providing for their children's
health needs. If you think your children
might qualify, call (877) KCHIP-18
(877-524-4718)

In Fayette County, outreach ser-
vices are offered at various Health De-
partment functions, community events,
school and Family Resources and, Youth
Services Centers events. Social workers
provide on-going long-term case man-
agement services to patients. Assess-
ment, counseling, referral and advocacy
services are provided through office vis-
its, home visits, and follow-up phone
calls. Services covered include medical,
dental, hospital, vision exams and hear-
ing services, mental health, prescrip-
tions, and other services.

Sometimes, there are co-payments
required. For example, pharmacy co-
payments range from $1 to $3 per pre-
scription, depending on the type of
medicine you receive.

Total costs to you will not be more
than $450 a year. This includes all co-
payments and premiums. Call the Pre-
mium Payment Center at (866) 9KY-
CHIP ((866) 959-2447) for more infor-
mation.

KCHIP Toll-Free Hotlines

(877) KCHIP-18 (877-524-4718)

(877) KCHIP-19 (877-524-4719)
for the deaf and hard of hearing

(800) 662-5397 if Spanish language
services are needed
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KIDS ARE FEARLESS |

GOOD THING WE’VE GOT THEM COVERED

Your child may qualify for free or low-cost health insurance through
the Kentucky Children’s Health Insurance Program (KCHIP). The |
program covers children from birth to 19 years old.

Children enrolled in KCHIP are covered for:
+ doctors’ visits |
+ hospital stays and emergency services
+ prescription drugs |
+ health screenings
+ dental, hearing and eye checkups

Applying is easy. A face-to-face interview is not required. You can |
request an application by phone, fill out a mail-in application online
or apply at your local Community Based Services office. |

Request an application by calling
877-KCHIP-18 (877-524-4718) |

Get information online at kidshealth.ky.gov |

877-KCHIP-18

Kentucky Children’s Health Insurance Program
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Pride Center

Hours 102.m. to 3pm M-F 389 Waller Ave., Ste. 100 phone 859-253-3233

TransKenitucky

TransKentucky is a support, so-
cial, and resource group serving Lex-
ington and Kentucky. The group pro-
vides a safe place for transgender indi-
viduals and people who feel they do
not fit into the standard gender norms
to express their true selves.

While the group is not therapeutic
in nature, we can provide information,
advise and resources from our unique
experiences. Family and friends are
invited and encouraged to attend
meetings to gain understanding and be
supportive of their loved ones. We also
welcome supportive community members
who have an interest in issues of gender
presentation, identity, and variance.

TransKentucky meets on the first
Saturday of each month at 7:30pm,
doors open at 7pm. We include cross
dressers, transsexuals, gender queers,
intersexuals, and others who do not fit
the standard gender norms or who are
questioning their gender. Meetings are
free and you may dress however you
feel comfortable. For information con-
tact TransKentucky@gmail.com or call
859-963-6606.

Lex. Lyons Levi & Leather (lub

Monda¥,, Dec. 14th at 7 pm
ride Center
389 Waller Ave., Ste.100

DISCUSSION GROUP
Every Wednesday at 7pm

Pride Center 389 Waller, Ste. 100
All Are Welcome

Insight Group

Friday, Dec 4 that 7 pm
Pot Luck and a Movie
Pride Center, 389 Waller Ave.

GLSO News OnLine

To receive the e-newsletter email:
glsonews@yahoogroups.com and type
“online Newsletter” in the Subject line.

Teen Gay Straight Alliance

The GLSO Community GSA meets
every Tuesday at the Pride Center from
7 until 9 pm. Teens ages 15 through 19
are welcome to attend. The Pride Cen-
ter is located at 389 Waller Ave. For
info contact Mary at 266-5904 or
email: marycrone@insightbb.com.

This fall, only three Lexington

high schools had active GSAs. With
the help of the GLSO GSA and mem-

bers of UK GSA all the schools will

have GSAs by January 2010.

Bluegrass Women’s Network

The Bluegrass Women's Network
is a social group for women who iden-
tify as lesbian. Membership is free and
there are no obligations. Members plan
a variety of activities such as potluck
dinners, plays, movies, parties, card
games and whatever else we manage to
dream up! Members choose those ac-
tivities that are appealing to them.

If interested in joining go
to groups.yahoo.com/group/
thebluegrasswomensnetwork/ and ap-
ply to join. Facilitators are Debby

Hemstock and Lynn Matlock.




Come celebrate the holidays with

the Imperial Coyy

....

Sy’ Doors@ 8:30pm Shows @ 9:30pm
33 Donation

New Year's Celebration!

Sun dﬁ\’ January 3"
’Pu[se Nightlife

Netproceedsto b 'tles of the Imperial Court of Kentucky
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Retiring as Editor
By mary crone

I have enjoyed working on this
newsletter for a dozen years. It is time
for me to turn it over to other people.
We have established a great team. Jackie
Cobern has been assisting with the news-
letter and is now assuming the major
responsibility for producing the GLSO
News.

This newsletter is one of the ways
that GLSO works to unite our diverse
community. We appreciate the contri-
butions from other organizations who
sponsor the newsletter, place ads, write
articles and in general help spread the
word in our community about all the
activities that are moving us forward.

I will still write occasional articles
and work with the newsletter team on a
limited basis. I particularly enjoy writing
about LGBT history, so you should see
those articles appear periodically.

I will also continue my work with
the Gay Straight Alliance for Youth.
This fall, T have visited a number of
high schools and encouraged students
to become more connected to our com-
munity GSA. Several teens are working
to re-start GSAs in their high schools.
It may be even be time to start working
with middle school personnel to make
their schools safer for GLBT teens. I am
excited about the possibilities!

There are many dedicated people
working behind the scenes who will
continue to do much of the detailed
work to get the newsletter to you.
Jackie is coordinating their work. If
you are interested in writing or helping
in some other way, contact Jackie at
lexingtonglso@yahoo.com.

I would particularly like to thank
our sponsors, advertisers, and the writ-
ers who send us articles to include. All
of you help make this newsletter a com-
munity creation.

Spotlight on the Beautiful People...
By Helena Handbasket

I want to thank everyone for their
support over the last year. This column
is so much fun to write and I appreciate
all of the feedback you have given me. I
will be stepping down as Miss Mary
Christmas 2008, at the Miss Mary Christ-
mas pageant at the bar complex on
Wednesday, December 16th I would love
for all of you to join us for a fun evening
and the crowning of the 2009 title win-
ner.

As my very special Christmas gift to
all of you, I am honored and humbled to
share this month’s spotlight with you. I
have been a fan of hers since the mid 80’s
(yes, I am that old) and she continues to
be one of my inspirations. Our Decem-
ber honor shines the spotlight on Jeanette
Wylde also called “Juice” by those who

know and love her.

Miss Wylde,
whose entertainment
career began in the
early to mid 60’s, was

born in Knox
County, IN. Juice
came to be when

Jeanette won a Hal-
loween “dress up”
contest as a prank in
Pal’s Steakhouse in Evansville, IN, a
restaurant by day and an establishment
where gay people gathered by night.
At that time there were only 6 openly
gay clubs in the country.

She was hired to be in the show and
became their MC, but only stayed for
about 6 months. The biggest club in
Louisville recruited her to work as MC
for them. She also worked at the Talk
of the Town in Newport where she
entertained such famous people as Phyllis
Diller, Toty Fields, and John Davidson.

They would often Goit onipageilo
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Helena ..cont. from pg. 8
and John Davidson. They would often be
performing at the Beverly Hills Supper
Club and would come to see her after
their shows.

She has made Lexington her home
since 1986 but lived in Louisville eight
years prior to that. She packed away her
heels and hung up her gowns in 1997,
while she was at her peak.

During her years of performing, she
won at least 13 major titles including
Miss World, Miss Kentucky, Miss Indi-
ana, and Miss Ohio, as well as many bar
titles and pageants. In fact, she was titled
so often that she really doesn’t remember
just how many she has won.

She tells this, not bragging, but as
fact and attributes her success to her out-
look on drag. She says that she always
looked at it as a job. She got paid well
and she wanted to give the people what
they paid for...a real show, not just a
drag-a-thon. She also tells me that she
never drank or did drugs. “The show is
a better show and is more fun for the
queens working as well as the audience if
you are clean and sober. Who needs it?”

I can still remember her version of
“Ain’t No Mountain High Enough”. She
could out-twirl any queen working, then
or now. As show director, she also staged
and choreographed many outrageous
production numbers. She says that her
favorite person to perform with was
Linda Martel from Louisville who was
always kind and considerate to everyone.

Her favorite song to perform to was
“Best Thing That Ever Happened”, to
Me by Gladys Knight, although I would
guess that the public favorite would still
be her interpretation of “Wet Pussy”.
Among her many talents, she also de-
signed and made her own clothes and
continues to sew for many of today’s
performers.

She tells me stories of many embar-
rassing moments on stage. During one
number she fell out a window onto Pre-

ston Street in Louisville, was hit in the
head by a ceiling beam which left her
unconscious and accidentally hung on a
hook which caused her to pass out from
lack of oxygen. She says that you learn
to turn them into great moments in-
stead of being embarrassed.

Her name, “Juice”, came from a
time at the Odyssey in Louisville when
she was performing “Angel of the
Morning”. Another performer, Kay
Fox, was standing at the back of the
room and, excited that it was a Juice
Newton song that Miss Wylde was do-
ing, yelled to the top of her lungs,
“JUICE”. The name stuck.

She is currently single but shares her
life and home with the loves of her life,
Drake BooBoo and Hershey BooBoo,
her dogs...uh... children. She still
loves to stay current with music, always
trying to find that new great drag song,
although she swears she is done with
the pumps and pads. Her favorite color
is green, favorite TV show is Jeopardy
(maybe because she was a Jr. High Prin-
cipal for 23 years), favorite movie is
Imitation of Life, favorite actor is For-
est Whitaker, favorite actress, Tyne
Daly, and dream vacation would be the
Vatican City. The three people she
would want to be stranded on a desert
island with are Robin Williams (he
would keep things alive and active and
provide entertainment), James Lipton
of the Actor’s Studio (for his intellect
and ability to help his maintain his san-
ity), and Will Rogers (for his ingenuity
and cleverness).

The world would be a better place
if... “Everybody would just be kinder
to each other.”

I strive to make the world a better
place by... “Telling the truth. If you
don’t want to know the truth, then
don’t ask me.”

The thing she would most want to
be remembered for would be “That I

did not try to kee
. Cont. on page 12
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Conversations that
Change Minds

by mary crone

The holidays are upon us! Many of
us feel joy at this time of year and look
forward to being with our families. Some
of us have biological relatives who will
never completely accept us for who we
are, so we form families of choice. And
in many families, we keep lines of com-
munication open even though we know
we will probably here comments based
on ignorance or homophobia.

There are many ways to deal with
family members that are “difficult”. I
personally like to imagine one of my
relatives as a barking dog as she expresses
her religious opinions. But I also keep
looking for alternatives.

The LARA Method of conversation
is designed to help people talk about
difficult issues. The goal is to have non-
confrontational dialogues in which you
seek to convey respect and/or under-
standing of their point of view and to
express your point of view in a way that
they will be able to hear.

Discussions can easily become de-
bates or arguments in which both people
are trying to “win”. In such a discussion,
you may make brilliant arguments for
your position but convince no one.

Creating a non-combative atmos-
phere invites people to consider your
point of view. After the conversation is
over, the individual you were speaking
with and the others who were listening
will be more likely to think about what
you said if they are not upset by the way
you handled the conversation.

The people listening may be more
open to change than the individual who
is speaking, so if confronted by someone
you consider a bigot, respond with the
audience in mind. You might also ask
them for an opinion after you have had
your say.

LARA: L= Listen A=Affirm
R=Respond A=Add information

Listen: Listen for the concern and
fears expressed as well as for the con-
tent. Listen to understand, not just for
points to refute.

Affirm: Lets them know you are
hearing their main concern by repeat-
ing a key phrase or idea. Look for
points of agreement you can express.

Respond: Make a statement that
expresses your point of view, concern,
belief, or personal experience.

Add: Add information that is rele-
vant to the topic. Including some per-
sonal experience is important because it
can not easily be challenged as untrue
and because it often reaches people in a
way that statistics or “facts” do not.

An example:

Aunt Jane: I hear you and Rob are
thinking of adopting a baby. With all
that you went through in school, I
would think that you would not want
to expose a child to that. You know
other kids will be mean to him.

You: (affirm) Thanks for your con-
cern. It can be difficult for kids.

(belief) Our society is becoming more
accepting, schools are changing. In fact,
young people are increasingly suppor-
tive of their GLBT friends.

(add information) We have been read-
ing about techniques parents can use to
help kids deal with hurtful comments.
There are some great children’s books
that give kids ideas about how to re-
spond to bullies and teaches them to
stick up for others.

If appropriate, involve others. Ask
other parents what they teach their
children about teasing. You could even
ask Aunt Jane for support.

“If our child lets you know they are
having a hard time, we hope that you

will give them a hug and let them know
they are loved.”

Page 11




Helena ..continued
had the inclination and desire to better

themselves to go on and conquer their
own worlds. I am more proud of what
the people I have helped and inspired
have accomplished than my own suc-
cesses.”

Does anybody besides me wonder
why she hasn’t been elected into the Hall
of Fame? Hmmm. Something to defi-
nitely think about.

Thank you so much Juice, for sharing
these memories with me as well as the
years of making me smile and laugh.

the years of making me smile and laugh.
May your life be filled with many new
life experiences from which to make
new memories I love ya, Darlin’.

I am currently taking nominations
for people that YOU think deserve to be
spotlighted. Just send your request to
AdvicefromHelena@aol.com. Let’s be
myspace friends. Look me up at http://
www.myspace.com/helenah.  Looking
forward to seeing all of you in 2010.

Remembrance furned Profesi—

Ttans Day of Remembrance 2009

By Matthew Christian
plofos by Vincen! Purcell

The University of Kentucky Gay-
Straight Alliance tabled outside the Stu-
dent Center on November 20th to
honor the lives of transgender and
transsexual individuals who have been
lost. Some of these individuals were
murdered, some tortured and murdered,
and others died because they did not
receive adequate medical care.

Black remembrance lapel pins were
handed out to inquiring students as well
as cards with the name, location, and
circumstance of various trans murders.

Around noon,
the pastor 'Brother | ks
Rick' set up near |
the tabling session §
with  guitar in
hand. At this }
point, members of
the OUTsource
and the Gay- @
Straight  Alliance §
felt the need to :
squash his hate speech —— and that is
exactly what they did.

For nearly three hours, a cycle of
10-15 students 'boxed in' the zealous
visitor and carried their voices beyond

the reach of his. "No hate" chants were
heard intermittently between the list of
trans related deaths read aloud by dif-

ferent protesters.

'‘Brother Rick' continually targets
members of the LGBTQQIA commu-
nity, women and feminists, and people
of color. The protestors made it a
point to have no interaction with the

wsow pastor.  (The protest
£ # was non-violent in the

: Amencan pac1ﬁst who
® taught Martin Luther
King, Jr how to imple-
ment Ghandian non-
violent protest. )

We hope that “brother
Rick” will not return
anytime soon. Perhaps his insensitive
remarks and prejudicial attitude will
become absent from campus once-and-

for-all.
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Who Loves Ya
by Karen Taylor

As I pondered where to start with these
series of articles, I decided there is probably
no better place than the story of Sodom
and Gomorrah, found in Genesis 19:1-29.
We have all heard the story and how it has
been related to the homosexual commu-
nity. Well let’s take a look at this together
as I share with you my understanding of
this scripture.

Verses 1-3 show us the hospitality
shown the angels, which was a huge thing
in that day. There were no restaurants,
hotels, coffee shops, etc. They depended on
each other for that. Verse 1 says that when
Lot saw the angels, he stood to meet them.
Welcoming them, he “bowed low to the
ground” because he recognized that they
were sent from God. He invited them in to
wash their feet and be his guest for the
night. First, being humble, I guess, they
said, ‘Oh no, we will just stay out in the city
square.” But Lot wouldn’t take no for an
answer and they entered his home as his
guests. After they had eaten and were
about to go to bed for the night, they heard
a commotion. All the men of the town
began to surround his house demanding
that Lot bring his guests out for them to
have sex with them. They did not realize
they were angels and thought that they
were intruders in their town. The aim was
to take control and inflict shame.

Then, in verse 6 Lot steps out of the
house, shuts the door, and begs them to not
do this wicked thing. The “wicked thing”
being rape of men by a group of men! So,
instead he offers his two virgin daughters! I
know! That sounds terrible, but Lot be-
lieved it would be better to give up his
daughters than sacrifice the angels.

Now, how can anyone look at that
scripture and focus only on the idea of men
having sext!! This has NOTHING to do
with a loving, committed relationship be-
tween two men-, or women, for that matter.
It was about lawlessness, depravity, and

evil. Lot was trying to protect the angels
he took under his roof.

In the next several verses, the crowd
tells Lot to stand back or they will do
worse to him then they plan to do to the
angels. As they start beating down the
door, the angels grab Lot, pull him back
into the house, and bolt the door. Then,
they blind the crowd so they can’t find the
door. Next they tell him to gather all his
relatives and leave the city, run to the
mountains because they plan on destroy-
ing the entire town.

Most of the family didn’t believe the
warning and stayed. The angels took Lot,
his wife, and two daughters and led them
out of the city, warning them to not stop
or look back. Lot begged to go instead to
a little village, as going to the mountain
would be a death sentence for him and his
family and the lord agreed. Then the Lord
rained down fire and burning sulfur that
destroyed the city.

As I see it this story in no way tells me
that a loving committed relationship with
the same sex is “evil”. It does tell me that
the people of that city had hate and wick-
edness in their heart and wanted to harm
the angels. God is all about love and hates
evil. He destroyed that city because it had
become evil and full of hate.

During Jesus’ final hours on earth,
He told His disciples, “So now I am giving
you a new commandment: Love each
other. Just as I have loved you, you should
love each other. Your love for one another
will prove to the world that you are my
disciples.” (John 13: 34-35) How did
Jesus show His love for us? He gave His
life for us, because, to quote a song, “He
would rather die than to live without us.”

My friends, we have no reason to run
from God, or think He hates us or can’t
look upon us. He loved us to the point of
giving His only Son for us. Don’t let the
“institutional church” tell you otherwise.

Till next month, let the love of Jesus
be your guide. God bless.
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California Court Upholds
Girl’s Expulsion

Two girls were expelled from Califor-
nia Lutheran High School, a private
school, in their junior year for
"conducting themselves in a manner
consistent with being lesbians". The girls
never disclosed their sexual orientation
but said they were "best friends" and de-
clined to discuss their sexual orientation.

The girls filled a claim of discrimina-
tion. A court of appeals panel found that
the school was not a business and there-
fore didn’t have to comply with a state
law barring discrimination based on sex-
ual orientation.

The dispute started when a student at
the school told a teacher in 2005 that
one of the girls had said she loved the
other. The student advised the teacher to
look at the girls' MySpace pages. One of
the girls was identified as bisexual on her
MySpace page, the other's page said she
was "not sure" of her sexual orientation.
The website also contained a photograph
of the girls hugging.

According to the principal, who
called each girl out of class separately,
both admitted they had hugged and
kissed each other and told other students
they were lesbians. The girls said they
told him that they loved each other as
friends. The principal "just looked at me
like I was a disease.” “Jane Doe” re-
ported.

In ruling in favor of the school, the
appeals court cited a 1998 California
Supreme Court decision that said the
Boy Scouts of America was a social or-
ganization, not a business establishment,
and therefore did not have to comply
with the Unruh Civil Rights Act. That
case also involved a discrimination com-
plaint based on sexual orientation.

"The school's religious message is
inextricably intertwined with its secular
functions," wrote Justice Betty A. Richli

for the appeals court. "The whole pur-
pose of sending one's child to a reli-
gious school is to ensure that he or she
learns even secular subjects within a
religious framework."

The school is affiliated with a reli-
gious organization that believes homo-
sexuality is a sin, the court said. The
school's "Christian conduct” code states
that students could be expelled for en-
gaging in immoral or scandalous con-
tact, on or off campus.

In addition to their discrimination
claim, the girls believed that the school
invaded their privacy and detained
them unlawfully. The girls reported
that the principal sat "very close" to
them and asked them if they were bisex-
ual, if they had kissed each other, and
whether they had done anything
"inappropriate.”

“Jane Doe” said, "He got very close
to me and said, 'Have you ever touched
“Mary Roe” in . . . any inappropriate
ways? And he looked me up and down
when he asked that." But the court said
there was no evidence that the principal
had a prurient interest in the girls.

The court also said the school did
not break the law when it disclosed the
girls' "suspected sexual orientation” to
their parents, the court said. The par-
ents, "in light of their right to control
their children's upbringing and educa-
tion,” had a right to know why they
were expelled.

Shannon Price Minter, legal director
of the National Center for Lesbian
Rights, said "Labeling a young person
or telling her she is 'sinful' can be psy-
chologically devastating," Minter said.
"Regardless of one's religious beliefs, all
adults have a responsibility to treat young
people with compassion and respect."

TimTracey, counsel for the Center
for Law & Religious Freedom, said the
ruling "preserves the right of Christian
schools in California to make admission
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S7. MYCHAL THE MARTYR PARISH
Sunday Worship 10:30

WE HAVE MOVED!

1033 Industry Rd.
(859) 338-1195

www.stmychalthemartyr.org

St. Mychal The Martyr

You are invited to our worship services
every Sunday at 10:30 with Rev Ken
Woaibel performing mass. We are at 1033
Industry Rd. Suite #5, off Winchester Rd.
We are a liturgical church, our worship
filled with ritual and our hearts filled with joy.

You can reach Rev. Ken at:
Kypadre@aol.com
phone: 859-389-9418

The Mission of St. Mychal is to pro-
vide a church that welcomes people in all
their uniqueness and giftedness. Our
Church performs blessings of gay unions,
welcomes divorced people, and ordains all
persons into the orders of Deacon, Priest
and Bishop. St. Mychals also has space
available for meetings and receptions.

St. Mychal is a member of the Ortho-
dox Catholic Church of America(OCCA), a
national church that is gay supportive. It is
one of many offshoots of the Roman
Catholic Church. You can read more at:
www.orthodoxcatholicchurch.org/
mission.html

On that OCCA web page, they state:
“In OCCA we seek to honor church
unity and diversity. Perhaps one reason
for the splintering in Christendom has
been a failure on the one hand to foster

diversity while on the other hand a fail-

ure to heal divisions.”

Cancer Research Focus

on LGBTQ Female

Ashley Mills, a Genetic Counseling stu-
dent at Mount Sinai in New York, is con-
ducting a research study survey which aims
to understand cancer beliefs and attitudes,
in addition to family history communica-
tion, in the female LGBTQ community. The
survey takes approximately 15-20 minutes
to complete and is completely anonymous.

The purpose of this study is to under-
stand and analyze views on cancer and fam-
ily communication in the female LGBTQ
communities and to see if these views differ
from those held by heterosexual females.
The goal is to give the information to health
care professionals who will then be able to
better serve and understand their patients.

Addressing risk assessment, cancer
worry and family history are key compo-
nents of cancer genetic co . This
research will also be useful for improving
education, communication and appropriate
clinical care.

We are looking for subjects. In order to
participate you must be female and over age
18. You can find the survey online at:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?
sm=CRt9E4jCxOD_2fKJgpSRnqrQ 3d_3
d

If you have any questions or want to dis-
cuss any study-related concerns, please con-
tact Ashley Mills at)212)241-9414 or ash-
ley.mills@mssm.edu
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Couples
Counseling

Rev. Kenneth Waibel

Professional Spiritual Direction

Ecumenical * Holistic * Inclusive

kypadre@aol.com
(859) 3381195

Union
Ceremonies

The Unitarian Universalist Church
3564 Clays Mill Rd.
" Public Support for GLBT Rights

The U.U. Church has worship ser-
vice at 11am each Sunday. We are a
welcoming congregation that celebrates
our GLBT members. We are located at
3564 Clays Mill Rd., just inside Man
O’ War. Please pay us a visit.

Ours is a liberal religious tradition
with room for many beliefs. Our con-
gregation includes people who identify
as Christian, Jewish, Buddhist, Pagan,
Muslim, Atheist, Agnostic, and Hu-
manist. We are united by seven princi-
ples that include:

1. The inherent worth and dignity of
every person;

2. Justice, equity and compassion in
human relations;

3. Acceptance of one another and en-
couragement to spiritual growth in our
congregations;

4. A free and responsible search for
truth and meaning;

5. The right of conscience and the use
of the democratic process within our
congregations and in society at large;
6. The goal of world community with
peace, liberty, and justice for all;

7. Respect for the interdependent web
of all existence of which we are a part.

Integrity

Integrity invites all LGBT people
and their friends to join us for a Holi-
day Gathering on December 12. Pat
Callahan and Anne Miller will host a
dinner potluck at their house on Rose-
mont Garden from 5 to 8pm.

Please plan to join us for a holiday
celebration and time with friends.
More information and directions will be
posted at LexIntegrity.org.

Ahava Center for Spiritual Living
A New Thought Community
www.Ahavacenter.com

859-797-7794

Ahava is the Hebrew name for
LOVE. The name Ahava is not associ-
ated with any one religion. We are an
open and affirming community which
accepts all religious paths. We are here
to embody and express the Divine Love
of God that is calling us to transform
our personal lives through the practice
of universal principles.

Whoever you are or wherever you
are on your personal journey of discov-
ery, you are welcome here. We are lo-
cated at 300 Sherman Ave., which is off
of Richmond Rd. at the corner of
Sherman and Menifee in Lexington.
Our services are Sundays at 9:45am.
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* Have emails or websites

GLSO Board:
GLSO Pride Center (Bill) ............ 859-253-3233
GLSO Board President........... Dennis Wheatley
Contact number................. 859-253-3233
Discussion Group (Bill) ...............859-253-3233
GLSO News (Mary).................... 859-266-5904
Subscriptions.................. 859-253-3233
GSA -Teens (Mary)................... 859-266-5904
Speakers’ Bureau (Mary)............. 859-266-5904
Student Groups:
Berea College ACE (Ryan)......... 859-985-3633

Centre College (BGLA (Mykol)
...869-238-5332
Morehead State Unlv (Ned) -606 783-2294
OUTsource (lUK)s ;i & 859-323-3312
UK Gay Stralght Alliance (Matt)
i ...859-559-7464

Anonymous HIV Testmg

Jessamine County .....................859-885-4149

Lex. Fayette County .................... 859-288-2437
Woodford County...................... 859-873-4541
U.K. Adolescent Medicine........... 859-323-5643
HIV/AIDS Info/Services:

AVOL .. : ...859-225-3000
Lexmgton Health Dept ............... 859 288-2437
HIV/AIDS Legal Project ........... 1-502-584-1254

Cumberland Region (SEKY-Pat)
........................................... 1-606-864-3776
............................................ 1-888-425-7282
Lex. S.T.O.P. Program (Jeff)
..................................... 859-254-3469 x 230
Louisville Region .................... 1-502-574-0161
Northern Kentucky Region .......... 859-341-4264
Moveable Feast Lex., (Terry)....... 859-252-2867

Community Groups:

AATI(Ron) 2 o s 859-967-9960
Al-Anon / Al-Teen (Office) ..........859-277-1877
Bluegrass C.O.L.T.S. (Morris)
............................................. 859-225-9169
Council for Peace & Justice ....... 859-255-6999
............. 1-502-893-0788
Social Services (formerly First Link)............ 211
Internat. Gay Bowling (Steve).........................

Lexington Fairness ................... 859-951-4450
Lex. Human Rights Comm. ........ 859-252-4931
Lex. Insight Group (Dana) ......... 859-230-2428
Lexington Pride Festival ............ 859-253-3233
Lexington Lyons (Mason).... .... 1-859-468-6371
MAGTE C i e o 859 358-8335

PFLAG Louisville . ............... 1-502-329-0229

Rainbow League..................... 859-420-6398
United Way (Ask Us).....211 or 859 313-5465
SisterSound (Patti).................... 859-806-0243
iransKentucloy:i il i s 859-963-6606
24 hr. Crisis Line ................ 1-800-928-8000

24 hr. Teen Crisis Line ......... 1-800-999-9999

Religious Groups:
Interweave (Unitarian-Mary)...... 859-266-5904

Integrity (Episcopal-David)........ 859-396-9691
Lexington Friends (Quakers).....859-254-3319
MCC Paducah (Rev. Lillian)...1-270-443-3339

Email & Website Addresses:
GLSO President Dennis Wheatley................
....................... dennisjwheatley@gmail.com
GLSO/Pride Center Website......www.glso.org
Pride Center............. lexingtonglso@yahoo.com
AVOIERS e 5 e et rr o www.avolky.org
Bluegrass Women’s Network.. Tt
thebluegrasswomensnetworkowner
@yahoogroups com
Imperial Court of Kentucky... :
L WWW. lmperlalCourtKentucky org
KY Pagan Forum ........ http://go.to/kypaganforum/
Lexington Fairness................. www.lexfair.org
Lexington Pride Festival...........www.lexpride.com
Email...........lexpride@gmail.com
Lyons Leather/Levi Club .....www.lexlyons.org
Moonshine Bears of KY (Jim)........................
.......................... www.moonshinebears.com
OUTsource .....susanmatsubara@yahoo.com
PFLAG Lou.... .....pflaglouisville@yahoo.com
Rainbow League...... morgan@morganfry.com
TransKentucky .........TransKentucky@gmail.com
UK Gay Straight Alliance............................
........................... matthew.hufford@uky.edu
United Sister Circle Alliance .

GLSO News Deadline
December 15

Send articles, ads, and pictures to

lexingtonglso@yahoo.com
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www.ImperialCourtKentucky,org

GLSO NEWS MONTHLY
SPONSORS

SisterSound 859-806-0243
Diverse music for all women

Richardson Vision Center 859-278-4201
1757 Alexandria Drive, Gardenside

Lexington Fairness 859-951-4450
www.lexfair.org

Windy Knoll Farm 859-299-7410
Riding Lessons, Trail Riding, Boarding

Debra Hensley Insurance 859-276-3244
1513 Nicholasville Rd.

Mohua “Mou” Das 859-554-5090
Financial Advisor

Lexington Lyons 1-859-468-6371
Levi and Leather Club

Moveable Feast 859 252-2867
1393 Trent Blvd.
20859 223-1448

3564 Clays Mill Rd.

877-524-4718
kidshealth.ky.gov




