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THE HEN AND HER CHICKENS,

BY JULIA A. SHEARMAN,

Mother hen is gone to roost
In her snug, warm bed ;
But she twists her pretty head aside,
#nd keeps one eye still open wide,
Bo we must softly tread.

Mother hen, oh | tell me why
You 8o proud have grown.
Since those seven chicks were born,
‘Which was but last Wednesday morn,
You geem the roost to own.

Mother hen, I know they’re sweet
As chicks ne’er were before ;

Bnt still I cannot quite see why

You watch me with so fierce an eye
Whoen I step within the door.

Not a feather will I harm
Of your precious brood.

Can't I look awhile at you,

And just ask how your babies do,
And if they're growing good ?

Oh! how snug they all must be
Under your soft wings!

Not a single head is peeping ;

I suppose they all are sleeping,
Pretty little things.

In the morning mayn’t I come,
When you take them out?

I know they’ll look so very cunning

At your side when they are running
And pecking all about.

You will teach them how to scratch,
Won’t you, mother hen?

Oh! what fun you’ll have together,

This nice, warm, sunshiny weather,—
You'll grow young again.

You’ll have pleasant dreams tc-night,
Mother hen, I think.

Let me see you smooth your brow,

8ay “ good-night,”—I’m going now.

She only gave a wink. [Independent.
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THE LITTLE PEOPLE.

A dreary placé;would be this earth
Were there do little people in it;

The song oflife would lose its mirth
Were there no children to begin it.

Nolittle forms like buds to grow,

And make the admiring heart surrender;
No little hands or breast and brow

To keep the-thrilling love-cords tender.

No babé within our arms to leap,
No litila feet towards slamber tending ;
No little knee in prayer to bend,
Our lips to theirs the sweet words lending.

What would the ladies do for work

Were there no pants or jackels tearing ;
No tiny dresses to embroider ;

No cradle for their watchful caring;

No rosy boys at wintry morn,

With satchel to the school-house hasting;
No merry shouts as home they rush;

No precious morgel for their tasting ?

Tall, grave, grown people at the door ;
Tall, grave, grown people at the table;
The men on business all intent,
The dames lugubrious as they’re able.

Tho sterner souls would get more stern,
Unfeeling natures more inkuman;

And men to stoic coldnesa turn,
And women would be less than women.

Life’s song indeed would lose its charm
Were there no babies to begin it;

A doleful place this world would be
Were there nolittle peojle in if.
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FARMER AND HOUSEKEEPER..

"THE MOUNTAIN BROOK. = -
FROM THE GERMAN,

Thou little brook, so silver bright,
Thou wanderest onward day and night;

I think and think and fain would know
Whence comest thou? where dost thou go?

In th’ cold rock’s gloomy lap I lav.

But now 'mid flowers and moss I play; . [

Into my mirror, clear and mild,
The lovely facs of Heaven hath smiled.

And happy child-thoughts have I there,
As [ wander on I know not where;
- Who{rom the cold rocks set me fres,
He forever my guide will be. i :
Rural New Yorker.




EATING BREAD AND MILK.
DY FLEDA.

The daintiest, prettiest picture
'"I'was ever my lot to see

Was one ot four beautiful children,
On & door stone vis-a ms.;

With eyes us bright as diamonds,
And hair as soft as silk,

Out of an old-fushioned porringer,
Eating bread and milk, ‘

In the background, near the door,
8it the falher and the mother;

And when the lgugh goes 'round,
They glance a& one anather.

What need 1s thare for speech,
The eye 8o much hath said,

As they wateh che little children
Eating milk and bread.

The household pet, old Bouncs,
Is 8leeping in the clover,
And in his dreams again
The huut he’s living over;
When’er the epoons click on the dish
He lifts his shaggy head,
And seews to say, [ envy you
Your sweet new milk and bread.

Through the' trees, the low sun-shadows
Were shifting here and there, | ¥

Lighting up each winsome face :
With a beauty almost rare; .

While the tired birds came trooping

~ To theirleafcots over head, g

~ 8oftly twittering, good night,

To the girls with milk and bread,

What artist hand can catch :
The smile-light coming, goin g
Or tint the restless tresses
On the dimpled shoulders flowi g;
Or give the arching lip
Sofine a shade of red,
As it takes a sip of milk .
And then a bite of bread? '

Oh, happy little dreamers| 4
Upon that doorstone step,
No shade of care has crossed
Their sunny paths as yet.
Oh, would their lives might ever be
Bo free from care and dread
As now, while twilight gathers,
Eating milk and bread,
Lural New- Yorker.




THE FAMILY.

MY LITTLE LABORER.

A tiny man, with fingers soft and tender,
As any lady’s fair;

Swee’ eyes of blue, a form both frail and slender,

And curls of sunny hair.

A household toy, a fragile thing of beaul’.y,
Yet with each rising sun

Boagins his round of toil,—a solemn duty,
That must be daily done.

To-day be’s building castle, house and tower,
" With wondrous art and skill ;
_Or labors with his hammer by the hour,
- With strong, determined will.
Anon, with loaded little cart he’s plying
A brisk and driving trade;
Again, with thoughtful, earnest brow is trying
Bome book’s dark lore to read.

Now, laden like some little beast of burden,
He drage himeelf along,

And now his lordly little voice is heard in
Boisterous shout and song,—

Another hour is spent in busy toiling
With hoop and top and ball,—

And with a patience that is never failing,
He tries and conquers all.

But sleep at last o’ertakes my little rover,
And on his mother’s breast,

Joys thrown aside, the day’s hard labor over,
He sinks to quiet rest;

And as I fold him to my bosom, sleeping,
I think, ’mid gathering tears,

Of what the distant future may be keeping
As work for manhood’s years.

Must he with toil his daily bread be earning,
: In the world’s busy mart,
Life’s bitter lessons every day be learning,
With patient, struggling heart ?
Or shall my little architect be building
f Bome monument of fame,
On which, in letters bright with glory’s gilding,
The world may read his name?

Perhaps some humble, lowly occupation,
; . But shared with sweet content;

‘Perhaps a life in loftier, prouder station,

Lo In selfish pleasure spent ;

Perchance thess little fest may cro:s the portal
Of learning’s lofty fane,

His life work be to scatter truths immortal
Among the sons of men |

' N. Y. Evening Mail.

-0 —

fir
80
th
st
43

Vi

ge
he
th
b:
hi

el e e ]




ey
ol 10k

: //C’ \'(/-':) g ity
T I .
57 .z lgf/f{ A ?27 75[/ e,

Y
A

v / 2
¢ K’(/({ =5 ///)f.u;*c(/ lf\ S e f‘””“y
- : : : e { ? )
,‘70 Loy Z ./?u‘./7,4{&ff /S? C‘L?C/—f‘/{f”/"e ol
Ao Ll 1/0 (e J ;fﬂﬁ-f/ //% /([6 7

- s )

f,%OL'( éaa il Mo ,"f(/’ ((;Zn e Ao
)CL 17 Ct/ dﬁ{& A1 - A / L/:ri/ /f/f‘/?z’ 7 (C/&’/{»{/M&ﬁ/{&

t -« i
o /:E"iff’i/%’ffi/ 76 {(/»cw vie Jo Sex LA
7
amw,r(/ 0 4 fo(ﬁy( Jf(l*ﬁ AAA € & /QJ gl
A ] Gorck e"/ ;.-17é7/y.£.7'c {ﬂu»\cu/ |
cAln g {;6{[{‘/{14-(/[.{4&;5 ,.t'f,}/dﬁ/(&’ﬂ{[e//i/éf%
el [41”1/12"?( ,;fgﬂ('/{? -("/‘”'y ./J/«f/'f'/f” tl:-/

(] 7 4 S 7 = f
(Z/«({ /\ 3 j’x'ﬂ /E /yf :)f f o ,,.'7[///{1 7- -

P

Gt oAl ol BT
L|

b 1 /7
[?(‘11(& g S v ag/(‘,j (:razi j 44/‘61,1/17

/%0"( CTBh ot el Y /Z; 7[&& A (’{
11&2275«;&\ ( '/éx 2 &—C o~ .»-“[0‘11) ;./0‘1"\ a/e X -
vzl e / Lk /
1 A7 z ; A7 i
7 '(_/E ,,/i £ Z e N

o )

e 7 : : / ,
//L‘Lm*t 2/3;’1/' ‘:uj —7 (et //5(2.?27 ,,/6’




///ﬁ /& //oA (B & c//t;icf_//t'ﬂﬂ | ‘7/?01Uz 7717(7 /i/'/(/u‘ad

}'Au[}ll[// f/;( //0 /((u(/.-/td /JWI/E? J/« ﬂ4({ /170’///@/ /7
/Cl’((\// /%/}dfj 6701(/// 1“‘1"1:7? g ,/Jiz ,1,?‘1 414/11.7,7 f/s& AL aAd (,uf

//0 /;‘11 7 }\ AANA- N L?- Allil /f/ﬂ(f‘((‘ ,J/L //ﬂdﬂ!’il{m (’/fé/mﬁxxl& i
"
70 O W j (’{0 n(r/ A{LLLVL:7 | o/cj[&t1_ 7. '414[( v 0T %/&J/&

AAALS (4‘)({ -
701( ﬂ(aﬂ( //4{//11»7 76[ Mﬁ% oty Jzuc[u” 11t jvux Ao
: %\ / //
ey s e GG Al Wlie /””’“[7
; (‘/0 dzz['/ //li 1«110(4.'1. 7. AJ 0

”[(;“{ //ﬁt( vz 0T R j’fﬁ(lztﬂ,
i ) . .
(s 7’70{/ '/(*L/*l 1/72 %f/t’l 176/4414(

i reLers a0 e el /
setrrcd Lo oo y ;%/[(7/1”3‘“1, Al //ga11x Lol
///E diie, (o df/(/, el WALRES WA G arn s %/
i’f(/ /01(})/%(1 ek dfu <lﬁ,/,{o VA ﬁa[féu((
- 1 Q!

’%//((7( 2701 AL({ e
7" »f’a}&{j/{f«[( 7/111

e e %ﬂﬂf/ /50/ vl Tk
& 41*1/[/ C Z/{u(t /;t AL
Z 1 v Z ".'/W
,%(( 1 2({4/ 112 ///lid 44,L(4’*’t/((.‘

/r

/J" .%}101 (& ol /{ A0 le i

A awd%ﬁpd Ao o on |
wircl //( C  Sa ﬁt%(ﬂ(/ 'u;(/(,/-‘

%(%Lk/d,’zﬂ e /Ltl? vl

(# v 1
ok «{t,ﬂ %41{&?:
/ . £




\\—_wr"

C///ltfj C Z ¢ / ( L ;él 27 e
e

J / cfa&% //Q/l{ v 1/04/

//J ((/ ' //3/(“} 64




