AN CLD BATTLE-FLAG.

idependence (Mo.) Sentinel,

At the late Confederate re-union,
iexington, Ky., there was on display a
ag soiled with smoke of battle, torn by
pells and pierced by many a musket
all. - The subjoined record, printed on
thite satin, was fastened on it :

SIXTH MISSOURI INFANTRY,
B C. 8. A,
¢ BueeNE ERWIN, Corn, COMMANDING.
'bis Regiment was the first to charge the in-
uer entrenchment at Corinth, Miss., and
| - twenty-six of its thirty commission-
\ ed officers, and twenty-two of its
twenty-e1ght non-commission-
ed officers were killed or
i wounded.
[( WILLIAM HUFF, Exsiox,
feceived nine wounds in defense of his flag
| before resigning it to the keeping of a
[ comrade, and of the three hundred
| men who went into the battle
J only thirty answered the

roll-czll afterwards. i
The Sentinel has no doubt but that
he sbave inscription will be perused
vith deep inierest by many of its read-|
rs. Tnere are within the scope of its,
sirculation still a few of those “‘thirty”|
who answered to* roll-call. Then there!
tre many who were made widows and |
rphans in that horrible carnage, and
'dill remaining a few of those who.were
vounded. -2 —i
- How well'will they remember the day.
An October sun is pouring its warm
tnd radiant light upon the séene. The
aze of an Indian summer lends a gen-
le softness to outline of hill and wood-
and. Afar off is heard'the gestless pop,
op, -of the skirmirhers as they advance |
0 develop the position of the opposing
army. Now and then the’boom of ar-
E_._lllery annousves desultory firing around |
torthie right where the first division has
driven in the enemy’s outposts. Sud-
denly, just in front of Hebar’s brigade a
eannon ghot is heard, followed by the
whizzing of a shell as it passes high over
head. Then' is heard the clatter of
wheels, the brief commands of the of-
ré as. Landis’ battery is brought

|

rapidly into position, fo engage & feuvia. =

artillery corps that hag just opened fire
in front of Krwin's regiment, The reg-
iment is now drawn up to support the
battery, or to lead an assault, as the ec-
-casion may require. Not Jong does the
artillery duel last. Within ten minutes
Landis’ gunpars made up of some of
Missouri’s bravest boys, has silenced the
opposing battery, and there is a momen-
- tary lull. There on his horse, in the
center of his regiment, sits the idolized
Erwin, anxious to ‘“‘go in,” for well he
- knows that every man in that little reg-
iment of three hundred will follow, no
matter where the lead. Hudspeth is

on the left and Vaughr on the right

center, awaiting for Edwin to move.
Now a courier rides up, bearing an o1-
der for Exrwin to advance.to the sitack

at once. ‘‘Attention, battallion; for-!
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ward double-quick, mareh !” is the short,
sharp command that sets the line in mo-
tion, and it is off like n tornado. Over
‘the ridge, out into the open field, down

| rthe slope, up the opposing hill crowned

with federal infantry, the little régiment
sweeps With irresistible torce. Now the
enemy open at point-blank range, and
the hurtling messagers of death begin
their awful work. Undaunted by the
withering five that is poured inte their
very faces, the attacking party return
shot for shot, ‘and in an instant the first
line of the eneray is hurled back upon
" ithe reserves. The regiment now stops
a moment to dress its line,  preparatory

to furthier advance. ~Butin that instant
thafblug line down thers huéalso Jeeuys.
ered, and now re-inforced by & vigade

of Ilinowang, it stubbornly refuses to be
g

driven. J 2L~ 2

The combat naw beeomes simply for-

rvific.. The two lines are not more than
twenty paces apart, and stand ag reso-
lute and firm a8 graniie walls. Erwin
ig struck down and born to the:rear.
Hudspeth is wounded and carried from

the field. Vaughn. is killled outright.

MeKinney is shot through the brain

L and dies without a groan. Taylor is

. already dead, having received his death
in the first fire of the enemy. Not a

2

- field officer is lefi to command and the
_ragl t s loft without a leader. Siill




