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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.
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K has been a notorious tact, for a number of years past, that
negroes and fine horses are ﬁcqnenl'v missing from the farms

of planters and the citizens of the Mississippi valley, and nev-

& agatn-heard- of by the unfortnnate owners, - These occurs

tences in many parts of the Southern and Western countries,

are so freqguient, thdt i!l{_j iave become a matter of the great-
eSt-concern to persc

sS0HS \\il" e Kli‘]-i:LI 1S ||I"-C“\(‘l] in [J:f‘pﬂl ty Of

that kind, there b eIng N0 secir ty-of its salely, as they do not

iknow on what night their farms may-be robbed of a part of
their most valuakble horsesani HEgInes.

The num berof deteotinns- for ofiences of -this kind,
tszen inconsidera ble; when compared w
of outrages which have been committed by a mysterious ban-
ditti, whose deep- Jaid plans and well orsanize
2oy has herétofore evaded every.effort ufithe
vicious and destroying menihers to Justiee.> There have been
wany imaginary sup ;.o_m ns_concerning the means whick
were employed by ﬁna mysterious banditiiin effecting so much
destruetion and dntrua Ir) the community,

On the night of the 18th of January -A, D. 1834, Parson Jn.
Qenning and: his son, of Madison cotinty, in the Sinle of Ten-
fessee, ln:i tWo negro-men from their I3 rm ;
that Providences, i

haye
ith the great namber

d-system of yil-
law to blin;_: i3

and it appears
in-the wise dispensation of hr:, mereies to-the

slave liolding Srates. used theautrage, committed on the prop-
erty of Parson Her'mna, as a nh‘hm-' to the cmnmuml} , In dex
veloping an organized system of \Jilmm
cal clan, and dcteet; ng the Iu
¢ected its rmerat!rm

s and exposing a pirat-
ader and master spirit, who di-
against Sueiely.
tion of this felony, that John A, M
pirate. and s ¢lan were detecte
posed, and their more aw

It was in the Jilr.’csllga-
urel, the great western land
d, and their awfu] deeds ex-
ful plans and designs defeated,
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£ Johu A, Murel, the far famad perssnage w! ho, by reasen of his dis-
% B sipghished acis ui villainy has acc nrw}ft.;" title of the Western Land
q!
8 Pirate; was born in the State of Tepnessee, an | at a very tender age
R he ac t'n' -ed considerable fame for his gkill in the P"zm..im.\.z. of feat
[ o of villaluy,  His notoriety in bis native .county had become a matter
B of considerable incanvenience toshis designs, so he concluded ‘to hunt
S
it © 2 couairy better adapted te his profassian. He selected a homein the

i Ecoavestern district of Tennessee. in. Madison énanty; 1n this nesr -eoun-
try, where society-was not meh .i,mie{i, Mure] expected to enjoy the
B profits.of his skill and ingenoity in villainy -in an uninterrupted state;
6. western district of ‘T'énnessee,

L&

4

E i huta rich and ferule country like

r % held out too many-inducements to the industrious and eaterprisigg
®  world to remain lone in a state of rudeness, —Wealth and fashion have

: snperseded the rough-fore-runner of t.w country, and the western dis-

' B 4ot of Tennessee can now afford ampla materials for Mureland hix

mystic clan to work on, w hich are’negroes and ‘fine horses. The in-

h{ 5

b E famous character whie h followed inln from:-his native county, and his

- { ravages ini-the adjoining neighborhood, soon taught the citizens ot
£ that vicinity to ahhor and ch‘md him.: Fhefrequent thells which wers

l CUl’!‘lH‘ilUf-‘d in the adjoining counties and country, and the long trips

£ and absence of Murel from home, which po p-!iﬂc.} cculd account for,
convinced eommunity of his guilt; though by his unpa ralleled skili
and management, he still evaded the laws uf hiscol Intry, n:l 50 paved
: the way to his acts of vil [lainy, that the law would not affect him should
=y Le be detected.

The first erand detection of Mirel, that was satisfactory te commu-
pity in the vicinity of his new home, of 1 the baseness of his character,
was the case of a Mr, Liong, of ’t[nlwm county, State of Tennessea.
Xt appeared that Murcl had decoyed three of Mr. Lo :; 3 nm_;rn men
from his possession, and had harbored them in a rough woad near his
house for a considerable time, - -Mr. Long believed they had tunawiy
and were harbored by some negro in the neiohborhood 2 but at Ienrﬂh
the time was (lramntr near when Muvel intended to remove them, dm'l
e eonvert them to lils own use. - One of the negroes had left'sotne of hix
elothing at home which he wanted, so he cmurrrcd from his lurking

wood, thint Murel had placed hiw in, and ventured howe for his eloth-
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mg. The everseor happened to dircover kim, and took him; and ex-
torted {rom this fellow where his fellow servants were, and the designs
of Murel. = Mr. Long gathered a company and ‘went to the lurking
wood, and sursotaded his negroes, haviug the one he first took fors
pilot. The newroes told Mr. Long-the time when Murel wotld come
to feed them: - Mr. Loug insirveted hiz slaves 1o ask Murel certain
questinas concerning his moving them, and then disposed his compus
ny around the thick wood =0 as to hear Murel’s answersto the interro-
gativns of the negroes. At the lime the segroes had said, Murel ap-
peared with a hasket of provisions on his arm. © Mr, Long, after hear-
ing the questions answered by ‘Murel, which he had instructed his'elayes
to ask, pave the sigual for them to seize him, and hold him fast, which
they done. ~ When Mr. Long and his conipany advapeed forward, Mu-
rel, with much plagsibility, informed Mr. Long that be had found his
black boys, and had been feeding: them theré ‘so as. 1o detdin: them,
uniil hie'could give him word where they were ; but M. Liong had heard
iig sentiments before in their purity. Muorel wus lodged in prison ;
but his friends enabled him to give bail, and many persons thaught he
would rot appear on the day of trial, but Murck appeared; ~ Oh-an in-
veativation of the law againgt negro harboring, it-was found 10 be
finable offence, anid “nct, (28 _wias suppesed by muny persons) a peni-
fentis wne ;= and that it eould net-be bronght under the penal code:
Surel waghned several Hundred detlars; andiin case the amount could
tis-préperty, the decisian 6f the court was, that
A8 should becoma 1. Lofig’s élavé for fve years.

Bot-Ueimaos ol ol

Murel made An appéal tothe suprenie court, and took exceptions te
& coustitationality of theléw-agdinst negro harboring, Every percon
dppeared astonished that Murel had.eseaped the penitentiary : and on
Ao investigation of the law he was about te come clear, and overset the
law entirely aganst that offerice. Murel and his friends appeared
much elated and became quite insolent and during. During the trial
for the offence against Mr. Long’s praperty, -all good ‘men in
the  vicinity appeared to take somec interest in tlie muiter to get
rid of so_dangerous a ‘character.  All of these Burel singled out as
Yictims:of his vengeance, e was not in the habit of stealing 1o his
imi:ediate neighborhoad before.  He worked st a distance ;_but now
hig rtevengeful nature was excited against many persons in his immedi-
ate neighborhood ; among this number he had enrolled the good old
Parson John Henning and hisson, who on the night of the 18th of Juns
uary, AcD." 1834 “lost- two negro men from their farm in Madison
county, state of Tennessee. - Circumstances convineed them that their
negroes were stelen, so gson 23 they were missing, and the same na-
groes were known to be in the. habif of ¢oing to the house of Muss!
before they were missing. - The movements of Murel were watehed by
persons appointed for that purpoge. - Parson Tenning believed that if
Murel was the thief, thathe would be likely to goto where the'riegroes
§Yere, ¥o seoR =4 suspisione against hika had apparently subsided ; sesd
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fime Liad elapsed, andzll xeareh forthe neprees: hiad G(.,‘ﬂ'.‘-[f‘.u. - but there
vas stilbATstrict wateh over the movemeits of Murel, " Murel-beea
very !Il*{h!ltlll to. be off; - but-he was tea Lr'r;:, a:ad_ had too —uny
v w.;ds, not to discover that sugpicionresto d dnbim.  The Parson des
termined that if he went off, st hewould try to know where lie went
(6, if it was pozstble to follow his {rack, iia- iixuul-'llt that if he'could
pet come up  with lii :ur; ocs; that he  might geton the coursetthat
they wére f!.":{"l'l go that he might {ollow t'n.n.. The Parson’s watch
lesfned that Marel was ;_’ g 1o &t:.rt to. Randolph, a little town en the
I‘-hs:uf.:;r]:[n rivers Yr.li“' Henn] ig solicited a young friend of his, who
ras at his heuseon a visit; 1o #C empaily fils son-en the expedition ol
following Murel. }hc 1.:r on-knew him (e be of untiring persever:
ance, and-well schooled i {lie disposition of man ; and possessedofan
inordinate share-of public spirit. “FPhe Parson insisted on reinuperat
g him f;.-r hisfratible; hm he refused 1o be remunerated f e anfy ser-
vices that ho might render on that ocessitn; but parted withithe Parsan,
ander the promis:-to~de atl®in his power to reclaim his prop w-n.
This }'mmg. man-had-lived in the neighberhood twe: years ot far from
the Parsen’s, but had been gonedrom thestate nine months. - He liad
geen Murel gnee in bis 1ife to know him; Lt t. he was notclose to 1;'m

and’ could not “have a very correct 1dea ¢ features, = ‘I'he young
1 1 S '.'_ ] | o= - FUE Lla s N . | rl:

man staved atl niglit ata-frlend’ s 1wise;- et 1ar irom the Parsen s, the
P S = PR L Bl TR MThav 3 a0 i
piolit iefore he was o -\;".‘ withithe Parson's son. Ley *.d agreed

fo:meet - Benmark,alittle country hawmlet ‘fote niles from the P~

son sithe next marning. . “Tl e young mai vas prowpt in his'atte: ;{"’[“'E'
hut young Henning {uiled to stiend.—Hewaileddor him several hours,
and e still fuiled 10 come.” The voun _; nian-hecame impatient and
srartcd on; believing his i'ri(:.';f! hod takeo siclk-as Eé-wasconiplaining
when he parted with hime~ He“had c.rrm‘.h,l(.e-u o um*ert"kc the trip by
himselli: He leff- Denmaricabhout ten e'cloek;and proceeded: towards
Exanauly, a hittle Bamtet on Hatehee river; sevén milesfrom Delimark.
The -.r-""‘)-*a‘ was vety cold anth the road niich “cutup with carrages,

F"l] then hard I'r=.-‘, s rind covered with sleets  1U'was bad-travelling,

anthe 'soton-but slow.
'ii-:.zf-: man angd befist werc‘every whera henused, and netliiny sremed

e~ | B F el & : 8 By I"“ - ’, e o - i L

moving et Irmsai. is—medgitalions were not 'IiLC‘I"U"}rn'. on the
; T Ty R R

lonely reqd from Dénmurk to Esteuaulvy by the'@ppearance :_! a fiuman

belpr ] Pt e | F L N T e o f I WL G Iy

BN, e ok e-iBRt-rofsesron:a hlz.\z-,‘- gl -sTaai-cadiys Ly secal-

Harchees river.iaformed

tered alonoa little 1sland af high grouad 1
hin that Estanauly Swas ficuy at- hand.—Thers “was nething i this

scene to inspire or animate. - A'le suioke irom the cabins had settled
among-the hekvr timberofan extensive ‘..\f:.-;‘;c_-_‘.l in large black colings,
ch a scene wis
culated toaiipress the idea; that fatore was weeping over the'mise-
ries’of the ihabitints of so drwd’m'r a “ He arrivedat the ‘toll
house and called the Keeper-te (he door, and war 11»qu1rmg af himif
Muorel had passod, and>whether his-oulesicot f.,-. Ue paszed in the night

> -
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witheut his knowledges and while he was making his inguiries, the
kegper turncd round,and observed,* vonder comes Murel now 1% the
youngsnian turnedsgannd 3 but Murel ‘was tooitiear-for him to réply;
Murel rode up, paid ‘His toll, and pussed on without ¢eremony. ~ The
young man‘discovered (hat Murel did not know him.. “After Murel had
passed by, the younp man asked the Iu::-::-::r if he was certain thatit
Rlarel-tihal: passed T The “keeper asserted that it was; -that he

I started afler hin.

Wa&s
koew-biw well. The young man paid ‘”s toll and

2

CHAPTER 1L

3"'11'(-‘ had.not started at ‘the time the Parson had learned he would,
and the young man was-astorished to find Inmself abead of the inaa
whom-he thoy aht -he was followine, " He ‘had p‘iq:m‘ Murel: 0 Den-

ni rurel had siopped at the house of ‘one.of his:friands in that
vl b ge; ant was engaged jn-writing a letter ‘to young Henning., ~His
friends had eiven him intimation that-youns Hennine intended 1o fol-

low after-hin, - These friends were plenty, .!mi many-of thewn respect-
sbie,so Murelbad the advautage ;- but no person Knew: that this young
fiiend of l"e Pason’swas going, fanthe did not know it himself-until
Jate in tht evening, the day before he started. * Murel wrote to your
Henning that-hie Itad learred that tie charoed him with tukir'u' his ne-
groes, and i itvas lzur-, he could:whip-hipn from the pointof a dacger
te the anchorof a-ship, and made use of a variety of expressions !f'r,h
eharzed-with irony :m!I sareasm ;- and then cencluded by -saving-that
if-what he had l:e:!rfl was: false, that he wished him to receive his e~
pistleras a friendly Jeiter; and stated that be was going to- Randelph
on sume privatebusiness, and fesired young Henning to come and go
with Him, and-=atisfy I;!m:.r!{ that-he was not en any -dishouest busi-
ness, “T'his letter wus immediately sent to Henning; but Murel didnot
wilt to see whether 1}‘1 nning would acceptof his enmpany or not, but
pushed cny: infuct, hedid not wish his company i Bat this was. his ar
tifica to prevent s tellowing. == While thie ‘young man was in Den-
mark there wdas not- mach p:msin;_r. It was extremely cold, and all
was closely housed, and around the fires, so hepassed out of the placs
witiottseeing Murel ; and travelled just bufuz'ca him all the way from
Denmark to Estanaoly.

Afier Murel had passed {he young man at the tall house, there was
no difficulty in.getting on his truck. Phe young man iol[umr.. on be-
hiud \lnut a short distance’: bt it striek himn: that he would venture

‘a trick en hiw;and see if he could not impose himsel(asa horse hunt-

er, and travelin company with him—so he rode on, and overtook him.
He spoke very |mhu’w to-Muirel, and Murel returned the civility ia
equal address; but glanced a severe look of enquiry and scrutiny at

bita, as his head turned away. V/hen the following dialogue ensued :
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! Straager. - ¥Wea huve disngreeable travalling, sir,

5

S8 " Murel.. Extremely so, sir, -

Flrangers - The Il-l\'uflill o and my business correspond very mueh.

Muzel.o - Pray sir, what can be vour business, that you should comparasit te
Vtravelling-on suclh a road as Ihh

Stranger.  Horse honting, sir.

Murel. Yes, yes, disagiceable indeed; your comparison is not 2 bad ene.—
w’t"l‘“ dlu your i1r;|'..r-h stra ¥ e M1 R a

Stranger.- From Yallabusher Rivor, in the Chockiaw Phrchese.

% Murel. - Where:is he aiming-for, sip?

S Strange I damotknow ;I am told that-be was owned by o man in thiz
g oountry "umr".\‘lpie # b0t it Jsan uncerlain busi
val [ He had h+ en rwi‘luwtﬂv by u'friend -t

eerininipa F.8s he was ooing

s

883 and-a cross andipils
purchase to eoguire for =
[ Tennessee,; 8o hemide 1§ the description, ]
Murel: ~How far down will You g6 ?

a‘)f""a [ .do not know. 'T'he roads are xo very.bad, and

weather zg

; f‘-”E-:. that L am tired-of such ap_uncertiin bosmness. and 1 ain quite
it How tur down witl.yun o0 on Lhis road?
7y mijles, Lo the house o afriend ;L am anxious to oet

ht, but it “ul DE v ery I.Ll(., traveling mysuch n,uu, weathes, ~8ir} per-

Ps_vour . Rorseis stolen.

Stranger. ~No, | giess not ;- though I had nirchirather some good fallow had
stolen~him, than for ’.m: Lo bastraying. [:11 re- the yYouga strangern discove red
that M ttrel wis mueh pleated at the expression u.','..-_ hdiaed us ity annar-
qitlyinadyve ‘L tly from his lip ﬂ : :

Mieret ISRre you '!-wj:.-.!-.-'..-n.i i tl rt-of'the conntry?

Siranger, A slrahuer, sir, g

HMurel; - \Whece are yon from: sir?

Strun bori in the State of Georgia, and raised. thers -
moved citaw nadon' s and have beeg there about-uine or (on o

AMirel. W (!.u youw hike thiat conntry, sir?

\ranzer. -V ery-well; sir. :

Iscthere mueh sta aline going on in that country?

.‘.)’:cu:,r Nu, dol much consider AZLWe-ira prul" mch aay yazes and fore-
ru'm . iYou knbw-how all DWW eanntriss allvefisst s ".:-'-_l, Bir
.J:. ,[. Cartitaty sird ain well L‘J=i!.l'.l.l.1l_‘-j \\-'ii.;'t these things

& Here the youngstranzer discovered that Maorel boe ame, much mors

Lfree 'll'ii opetl in His ianno rs, aad that enquirtng look all disappeared ;

fot‘ he did not know but what he was some persan that wi uld be ac,-
au.imh'-! with his ehacaete r; butywhen hé learned that the stranger was
“from Georgra, and that he Ildc} heen in the Chacktaw nation c;ni\.’ nine
SF ten months, he knew he um.:i kiow noili iz ol hit or s ehar: icter;
nothing te do pow but to dissemble well 1o re-
: Imain o Muarel’s COMpPLY un’mul betng snspected, and Murel | having

said that Ile was going fo-the hoiise of a Inr.-d, maile the young sirang-

“er mich more ANXIOHS 1o mfm‘;ma with-hiin; for he was in hz[ 25 19
__g_me_a-‘ with the aood old Parson's ne groes atthis house

1 .
Miurel and the siranger travelled on, couve rsiugquite free, for seve-

Eralniiles, and - bad-oxehas wged ideas on several matte 's ; the suranger

earnahe bent of the wind and disposition of the mnas-
,,t.cr spirtt-that he had to deal with. - The conversation turned again on
_Stealno “whieh was Murel’s: Livorite sabi Ject s a topic: on which he

Joould-dwell with the utuiost pleasure and satisfaction, as in the follow-
g dulocue,
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o MWurel.  Thiscountiyis dhouito besomplately eveirun-by 2 éom.
nany of rogues; and they are so slmnr that thére ¢an be nothing done
with thetn, 'Fbey: steal from: whem they  please’; and if the person
they take from accuses them; they jump-on more of his property ; ‘and
they Had that the best plan is to be friendty with them, -There ‘are
two yeung men who moved down:fiom-middle Tennesseeto Madison
county, keen shrewd fellows.” "The eldest brother'is one ofithe d——-d.
est bestjudees of law: that thereis in the United States. =$e direct
Hie "1“ tations of the banditti; and ke sopaves the way to all hisoffeac.

, that the faw ganoat reachshin

f_«f,* anger.~ Well sir; ifthey have sense enough to evade thelaws sl
their'courtry, which are made-by the wisest men of thie nation, let
them do’it-ILis mo-barm. © kis just as honorablé for them to gain
property by their superior powers, asit is-fopa-long-faced hypoerite 1
take the advantuge of iy fellow-beings, - Weare placed heré; :md Wi
must@act for durselves, or we feel the cm]?mg blasts” of {:Jarm 8 cold
resion ;- and we feel worse than t}wr we feel the puv er-of c‘mulr”

i1, and thd sneer Im'unn"i how 5 and'sir. what is it that ceu

stitutes character, ;mpularlt}« and power; i the United Siates 1 sir, il
~-18 property’ stripananiof hisproperty in this.country, and he is 8 ru-
ired man indeed—you  see:his frienas forsake hityy and althou 1'1 he
may Have been: raised in the highest circles of seciety, yet lie isneglcet-
ed.and treated with “contempt.= 'Sir; ‘miy dectrine is, let the lume._\
fend-eff.

Weal

< Murdls Xeulaye expreseed my-ssptaents and feelings better than
] T T - -, - -
wiat 1could myself; and fam h‘. py-tofalidinawitir ecin \PAFY. pUSROSS-

ed of principles sa congenialweth mv awns- Bhave nodoubt but these
two brothers are as honorahle among toeirasdotiates and clan as-any
men-en earth, “but perfect devils to thieir enesmnies ;.they-are undaunt
w'sum garnd-can never be found wien they are not: armed ke men o
war. - -Lhe r‘mznm of Madizon“have once J.tlcm;._r;r:d to arrest the eld-
est brother for having thréeof @ certain Mr. Long's negroes in big p pos:
ession 5 gad they carried near a whole captaing’ ‘company for a guard
- :zrnl x[:!:m had mot teken a eowardly advantipge ofthim, he would have
hacked them all==thouch he cered llr}Ll}ill"’ for the u,hdrﬂc. te kner
that they ceuldl net hurt him; bat they mul\ him prisoner.:and carrie
“him befores d d -old jackass of o Squire, who'neither knew no
-eared for the Inw or his duty | and woultt have committed him againy
positive proof;=and there is no doubt but Liong perjured himself in en
d“avo*mw to‘convict hint. ~"I'ne: people 11‘10u:1nt he was good for the
penitentiary, but hie laughed at them, and told them they were.all fools;
that it'wasonly.a Fileable affence; to make the worst of it.~ He ha!
plenty of friends-to bail him. Un the day of therial the house wu
througed totliear the trinl. He had employed tlie most-eminent las
_yer st the bar, Andrew L. -Martin; and duri ing the “trial "he took hi
: lawvm te one'side and enrsed him, and told him that, d a him, b
paid him ki monrsy o wark for hiny, and that ke ansf aot pet Hiw o

worl
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Swvork the wayhe wanted him.  TTe showad Martin the faw, and got him
8n thic way; and he gave them hell. He is a flewery fellow ; but he
Mas not dived into the quirks’of thelaw, like his clieat. They mulct:
el him with a fino and the costs of suit, and in case his property would
siof make the amount, he was to become Long’s slave for five years.
When the verdict was read, be winked at Long, and called him mas-
ger Billy. He took an appeal to - the supreme court; and there is ne
doubt of his wetting rid of the whole scrape at the May term, 1n spite
®¢ all the prejudice that isagainst bim. —Though there has been pad
eonsequences attending the matter ; one of his strongest friends has
‘suffered, in consequence of suspicion of being his friend.” He was
the deputy sheriff, und as fine a fellow as ever lived. ~ After they found
‘that they could do nothing with him at law, they formed a company
which they called Captain Slick’s company, and advertised forall hon-
fest men to meet at a certain school house, in the neighberaood; en-a
certain day. They met and bound themselves in certain matters;; made
rules and laws for the government of the company: and in this con-
pany he had some of the strongest friends, who would inform him ef
“their.movements in the shortest tinve.  He got several guns, and made
‘an immense quantity of cartridges, and prepared his house and build-
ings with port-holes, ready for 2n engagement. On the day they pub-
Hished that they would be there to slick him, he had eighteen friends
*svho came to his assistance. He disposed of them in different build-
inas, so as to command a fair fire to rake the deor of his dwelling;- but
Fthey got a hint that it would be a dangerous undertaking, and they
gave it out asa bad job ; and a fine thing for them, for if they had gone
he would have been apt to have cut them all off, situated as he was—
and the law would have protected him in the cotrse he intended to
ursue. = :

But all who had any thing to do with it hare got d d sick of it,
and are trying to make fair weather with him.  Not that they love him,
but because they dread hiin as they do the very devil himself—and
“well they may, for he has sworn vengeance against some, and he will
comply. He is a fellow of such smooth and gentcel manners, that hie
is very imposing : and many of the more credulous part of the com-
munity, are induced to believe that he is persecuted by Long, when he
only intended friendship and kindness, in catching his negroes for him.

He well knows how te excite the sympathy of the human heart, and’
turn things to his advantage. He rarely fails to captivate the feelings
of those whom he undertakes: and what is more astonishing, he has
succeeded ip many instances where the strongest prejudice existed ;
and where his revenge has been cxcited, he never fails to effect either
the destruction of their property or character, and frequently both. He
has frequently been compelled to remove prejudices of fhe strongest
kind, for the purpese of getling a man in his power whetihie wishes
to destroy. In a matter of this kind, he has never-tiring perseverance;

« and many have become wise when it was too late, and sunk under the

rnflucnce of his great managing pewers;
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There is an old methedist prmrw: r and his gon who have had two
yery fine negro men stolen a short time baek; and this old Parson
Henning and. his son were officious in procuring counsel, and express-
1ng their sentiments about him and his brc ther, and saying what tha
country cught to Lla with them, and all such stufl as this: and [ have
no-doubt; but those two young mei have cot them.  They live within

about two miles of the old anu her,and he and his son are so feared
of those two young men, as if they were two ravenous beasts that were
turned loose in Hn- forest ; if they were sure of finding - theirnegroes by
following them off, they woul \! sooner lose their property than to falkin-
to the hands of th os" dreaded men.

In fact they have manag ed with such skill, that they haye become a
complete terror to the t‘mum v3 and when property i missing in that
coustry, an d Jnmc 1S any- sus ]"”!{..IH that those two young men are con-
cerned in-it, all is given up aslost; and itis considered time and inon-
ey spent in-yain to {oll
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be men of the first order of

talents and acquirements, or they could never ain themselves a-
mong ;1::0,‘:11:,;1E|-1 J'communit .', where there are such
agaipst them. - And that elder brother; swhom you speak of, must be
endewed with some subernatural power, or an ¢ xtia ordinary capaci
and practical experience ;- for the erasing pic judices; of a stubborn na-
ture, are counsidered (o lJ" the hardest  change to eflect 1 the hunian
mind. 1 would-warrant thew to be devoted friends, and noble spirits,
10 the sphere they move, and this old preacher you speak of is no mdfe,
even if he 1s what he pretends to berand that you k E."‘-‘f.', we can-doubt
as we please, or rather as it best suits our convenience. He was their
enemy, aud treated them as such; when ti

strono ‘I__\I._ udices

'.:f:i not been hostile

to him, and they are his enemies now, i—and 1 they are
vhat my Im"g'-tumon hag made them, he G4 o repentin
sackeloth and ashes for his sins. SiT, strine 5 let the hard-
est fend off.  'They are enemies, and let them lock herns, Whut age

15 that wonderous man you speak of?

Murels; - He 1s :1!1-»111 thirty I suppose,.-and bis: brother just grown
up, und as'smart a fellow as the clder b other ; but'not halfithe experi-
ence, ~ Lwill tell you of one of his routs on a spoculation; a faw months
past, and yob ean .} idge {or yotrs self, whi ther ne js possesaed of talents
or nuly e her 3 iepesroamanshyv the -pame of HSam, that had Heen

Il afetbe-neiohborliood ol thos W5 ) nen; 1041 withe
iame of ) |

ing ‘that-way, on one ol liis:scouts; and naj it A IR e
o W [ ¥ e B ; ‘ i S < . Tyl | :
of him hew: he liked his -new lome and master? ¢ ile is -bell 't said

o &\ 3 i b ] iy e =l e, : 1

Sam. Well,>said he, b-.d::, vou koow me; and youw 'know how to
1
1

leave the .le_,.rl, ron away and get-back into your old range, and ¢ 't

I . . 2 3
things are safe.” It was not long until Sam wasat Jll.;a house. - He har.

bored him until Eason advertised hiur as a ranaway, and offcred a re-
ward for him; that was whathe wanted to see. He proeured a copy
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of - the advertisement, and put it and the negro into the hands of his
brother, and-a felfow by the i.'".lii'.' of Forsyth, ;md told them to push
and malke hay while the sun nes:—they were gone about seven
weekaand his brother returne Ll W :} fourteen hum..fd dollars’in caskh,
seven hundred d rth of ready made clothin g, nnd a drait on
fudnul, of Aladison county, state of Mississip ,1, i‘nr seven hup-
red dollars. which is a5 good as gold dust; though he has to suefor
but the recovery ia sure—for-1hey y can nover oet Llu; negro,
ithout him they ean never prove that he was Eason’s negro, and
e will recover the ameunt of the draftin spiteof hell. “Hudnul became
suspicious that they got the negro again, and wrote on to the house
which the draft was drawn on, to protest it. They didnot act 1n that
matter as the 1']:1-'r brother, or the old l.'“u‘; would have done; though
for youno hands they made a fine e"";g. They did not go 1t nmedi: Ltcly
on and draw the cash, as one of them should ‘-'m: done; but delayed,
trying to :;',:;['.-_’. more sales, and rlv .1.:,L1 too long, before the draft was
presented. Thatis twenty eight hundred (a(l“di:a 1e sold Eason’s ne-
+ro for, and now has the negro in Texas, in the hands of a friead :—
they did not miake the (|i~['m11mn of Sam, which they generally do
with negroes on such oecasions ;—he 1s tood d fine a fellow ;—
and T think they will make more money on him when things get a-hit-

drs wao

o

tle still.  Sam is keen and artful, and he 1s up to any thing that was
ever 3 ned in that much negro hide, >

IfE had oot on his track and caught him he could have done
nothing with hiw,

Strenger. ¥ eannot sce how he would have evaded the law n that
inst 3

Murel. ~ It is.a plain case, sir, when the law is examined by a mian
who understands the crimir r.l lasv.  In the first place, the negro was
run away, and had escaped from’ Eason’s possession; and in the se-
cond piucc, Eason fiad offered a reward for his negro to any man who
would cateh him. This advertisement amounis to the same, in virtue, as
a power of attorney, to take his property, and act for him to @ cerfain
extent: so you see that the advertisement is a commission to take the
property in possessionr; now if the holder of the property chooses to

make a breach of the trust which the advertisement confides in him ;
and instead of earrying the negro to the owner, he converts him to his

own use—this is not stealing, and the owner can only have redress in

a civil action for the amount of his property :—and as fora civil ac tion
they care nothing for that, for the v Wi Il not keep ‘property. Their
fands are deposited in'a bank that belongs to their clan.’ -This is the
wav his ingenuity perplexes Lh._-m. He has sifted the eriminal laws
until they are no. more in bis hands than an old almanac, und“he
dreads them nomore.  But what is it that he eannot -do with as many
friends as he has, who are willing to be subject to him, and his views,
in all ti;i.- os: there lies’ his power: his great talent in-governing his
clan.” He is universally beloved by his followers,




Stranger.  Such aman as that, placed ina siiuation to mke a”dis-
plivof his talents; would soon render the naine and romembance ot an
Alexander, or a Jackson, little and inconsidetable, wlicn compured
with-him - he is ereat from the foree-of his own mental powers, aud
they are greal, from theirstation in the world, in winel fortune, more
than powsrs, have placed them.”

Here the yeung stranger, for the first time, discovered that his en-
comigms on the character of this inarvellous elder brother, had reachied

theanodesty of Murel ; or preduced any other effect on hini,-more than
to stimulate his natural vapity, which is very great, and mpeh like his
passions; ungovernabie; but when the \n..u; stranger had eclipsed so
11.:.. ant characters with hiin, hie could nofacquieseein the sentiinent

without a medest biush, ;:..ui falter in the voice, -wlhich- detected his
eelings, He seemed to full inte a reverie of thonght, and there wus a
silefice-between the two mysterions Imn ds for se w: al minutes; which

had oot been the case for some time before. A'he young :u’:;ng'r r-Lhad

discovered that his vanity was his accessible EHJ-_:J[T and e wished to
learn its bounds, when he made the comparizon of Alexander and

Jackson.

It began to grow Jate in the cvening, and the sun-shown dimly as it
was sizking below the western liorizon, and reflected a beautiful dim
light froin- the - sleet ~which " shielded the lofty. youn
Poplarcreek bottom'; as they entered the bottom, Muzel remarked this
is a-beavtiful scene,-and will conduct us thiongh the bottom; and there
18 me more bad road from-bereto my fr :
the tall young Poplars that bad grown up.in.an olfl hurricane of past

AN TR Dy ke
As ey passed.on :.,':"'-.-'-!iih-

years, the mi f"'m[ raysof lig 'm...ll.. darkuess thut veiled all nature, and
] .I;;"‘

ger and his mysterious friend, were hi
rious

enveloped the young-strang

caleulated t 1}'\0““ superstiliots notions ; aud 1 those myste

days which [mml-m such strange events to ! ass, . The young stranger
t!u" - fo-feel as tho ‘“H he was on.enchanted ground, and directed IPS'
BONLC SUH afior power in his ..llu.;‘ IS, ,;l|- ||;'.!1Li \\"'%Ji'l"lt witll
these str ange }:-.‘;'-'-‘v);i:.-: A i li-the old superstitious stories that he had

]:Hiﬁ. or reud in his whole life, appeared to crowd. themselyes on his

miid, while passing thi {uutm... The u’:i Yarson's negroes began to

oecupy his thoughts, an nl stimulates

A A = 1
‘J.Llfl._.l = rl-{i IiJU“ni_. ana more sti -iJ 1r-1' f \f[h the ““I‘U

with the hope of finding them at
the house of |

of capturing one of the basestof villians, he 1o le 'l day in the cold,
withour ever thinking of warming. . 'Fhey had passed.the bottom a few

ity =l Rt “1:y A 1
hundred vards w Ll""! they caumie tn an.old log which was burning by the

road auft—. and Murel proposed to stop and warm, - When the young

stringer attempted to wadk to the fire he found himsell too num i: to
“'?.lH\: without st ipporting himself against his beast; but the firerevived

1 ¢ .1y (Te) il T Baireily e e T hais . 1 1 ¥ T
him very nuehs: -As Murel dropped on his haunches before the !uf.“
he obderved ¢

¢« Pvelve milestamy old frien

VEIY cold indesd—=\ (e

33 and voromy young friend, are

e T T T et W il et (0
Ay YO e 4l isted b vou-cannet Stane it ke me

tiniber “of
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—-1 haver suffored enough to kill a horse. We will warm until the
queenof the ni"hr blesses us with hersilver-beams, which willl light us
to 4 aare hospitable lodging.. Did you ever travel much by moonlizht?

Siraneer. Not mueh, sir.

Magrel;  Then you have not the-same love for her silver beams as an
old veteran in mysteres.. 1 woald suppose that youare too young to be
ofmuch experience in tlm]sr*u-tn-::! part, liumﬂu you are well skilled in the
theory ; bt you will find many difficult ur:lu.m}.nntm!,m theexeccutionof
p!.lr s .-]ld’:l you havenever thought of ; yvou will learn o sufler priva=
tions of all kir ul-. to the greatest extent.  These privations and difficulties
when surmounted, are what constitutes the glory of an old veteran and
rominent actor.”

CHAPTEE

ilurel and the yer 1:‘0' stranger had  enjoyed the warmth of the fire at
the old log for-near half an llulu', in conversation, md \r'h ingme ideas
ind sentiments onthe ]l'niim"mn v of acts of vilia ny, ar I the ;ti‘u'n-:rrm-l.-e ol
1 course of that Kind.” When the moon began (o ma

5.0 [J':.-‘ sleet plisten on
e s 1n|1r.,:~""= trees, they mounied their horses ant I

L
1'.-
ing

.':-.‘\ ineg :'-

I"h"i'i'r'l“.' a:aam

1 .1{'- had neéver before folt. To refleet that Lhe was

W -ll' one of the most nrl-‘t-m'[ e'men mthe world, x
God nordevil, and knew nolaw bat his rapacious will
I

ured for neither
e reflections
s TR Gorkcand e bog ot and think
i oLe lnnagmation to work, and: he be ad €ct, and.tinnk
he danger there would be, in going with Murel to wiere the negroes

were, for they would know him: and Murel zrnh Lis friend would murder

‘|'- =€
8 b8

Ol

him belore he coudd get‘any u-=1«= ance, -He had one elesant pistol, a
he concluded to trust himself i the hands of Provide: ne “.il{'..t try iuJ'_
hiz way through. To have broke off then, under =o favorab

of victory, would’ have bee i cowardly and unworil
with the management of the day. The justice of
nerves, and before he had rode far he was recovered i

and ip a high chat with ‘r:-: apparent nnknown comp:

LY, W hey

rnined ot ‘.} ride:be

‘ounr straneer was'det ) 8088

1 rtunity ui ] !t\n[‘w" himy, when he could’ not know it, for he

could have .-.1 confidence in the smiles of so.d epraved a ereatiire: a:
el:—=o0 Lie rode iu‘l behind Lisn.

furel. (‘nr ie; 8ir; ride up, the nightis cold and we have farto oo, and

we hadas w ]' pass the time as lively 4s :mrn;'.‘a' n, and T wiil
tell von another feat of Lhis ider brother,awhom T i yorof,
Sstraneer. - Yes sir, with all my heart; 15 it isias g he last

Heo 1

is a4 d d like 1‘ h-‘iu\\ all ad
dresses rather ifvthe methodist ]i r, and when
directing his men how (o }'!ii‘.f'{'f‘:

selfhe alwayvs:has men
ments. and prea

somid splendid sernmions.

Xy 1=ty
YT e,

orti 1;1.1 d, and

“on his SCOULS

propert 1‘

fore he'eommenced, peintéd out some fine horse for his ¢ iend 1o
ntid wl i

e heé was preaching and praying for uiet
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the horse Ihl‘ him.  He always gives his residence some 0 {hercourge than
the eorrect d '1-:":\iT Inone of thos <e jatints hie'e atled atithe bouse of one
“on Eik river, in Middle rpannessee. “Nobs had heard
ar [~v!l re that 1n 1“-‘ neighib Nmm... and was much taken
i ‘ven his residénce in south 2
his necroes and farm and the per
sper that t.'n.-.i.'. do his duty, and-not abtse 1is
Sl ves, e 1 all such stufl as thi 4
| 2 ]Il‘.

o on. and he ¢at them a1l around the tabl fin-their feets |

”

himn 11:'c‘.:u":| a j.'t'
with him a8 a preat her,

eifmx .:li. ove

:=and Brotner 50l "“",ﬁ_:lfl‘. it atl-down ;

e:mmost solemn manner, 43 Lln:i."'n he was st going
laws ol 11:_':!'-.\-1!. and s s 11” I;tu'flt r
“and latest posterity.
I_:m when he came to the use of the
uent; tlie same service Was rend
"'.-. hen about to start, he wanted to Py
i hort to think th: ‘! he would SUppPose that he weuld ¢harge
brother Nobs, will yoube so g00 il as Llogive me.c 31.‘.“"!' for
I am out of change and 1 (ll-hu to offer & bill’of
anced where I stay all n1 1 (. for the world ‘.‘.']'.! CHY
il v o all night at a tavern
This i.*; the

. s
e me o Ve

wwotlier Nobs ;- but fu'u'*- r Nobs

'i!lll"ll'lfi..ill"l‘- mere :
\s neverto dishonor the cause ol the gospel, or degrade

the 1 :
Prother Nobs, anxious to render the preacher as he theusrht a very
rielr man, a favor, ansyeret [ him—**yes lum i with p He ran
«auntedont seven-
~when his clian ¢ give out: Brother Nobswas
ay. i little, 1 ‘.:[!1 1l ::"rrm hrother Piirl
Joaf }u.l please, and Lw ill stay with sister
Nobs wasnot hm“ cgone when he re-
ableto act ")l'li'nn ate hiis preac her
he arrival ofa rieh L\llh\l of goods.

~n
o
(o]

to :-'—+ wife and got the keys, - ook ot his

teen doll:

1 it | "1y
ch pride af b

1-

e ’ by o s i
g fine voung Jack—did vou

s fonled mine, and T have raised

: b;'m,-'.ars' Nobst
him for that-pur but I eannot zet

sffored. more than

ane hundred and filty dollars for um, and he is worth two hundred and

T 1

AT INODS, ]1- 15 {']'IP".".i-‘ at tnpt

with. me, 1 would ridyou of any furthe

14101 had the

(ER1
whim,. ad

1

Nob's. Toll brother;ivon can take him. . You say that-yon

eting.. Bring me the.money then—that s aggoon

il
. Well- brather Nobs, 1 will 1ake him—1I noed hig very

nuch: 1 am a domestic-fellow; f raise my own mules s {or my farm.

ALiEA o A
‘The trac ing completed, the nreacher got rea ly to start; all the
family gathered around ‘him to receive his 1:ulnr~'lnmwi's'r

Preacher.  Brother Nobs, may the Lord bless you, and save you in
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heavens farewell. Sister Nobs, may the grace of our Lord and Saye
iour, Jesus Christ, rest and remain upon you; farcwell.  May the Lord
bless your little children : farewell, my dear babies.

‘Phe preacher was soon gone from brother Nobs; but not to’ seuth
Aflabama ; but to the western district of Tennessee. . That day and

pight put the preachera long ways off; as slow as his jack travelled;
= g 0 = . - e 1
thotngh hie was an uncommon fine travelling jack, “The preacher sold

his ir!“" for four hundred dollars, and passed a twenty dellar cournter-

: 1;:‘0'.}'. r Nobs ean never hear of his rich
IS On - a voyagre of

feit bill enbréther Nobs, - Poo
young preacher smec '; h' tl
soul-savir neg; and will visit Lli'f.;t.;- N

Stranoer. 1t '.'.L:l':h

see, and become acquainted w

15 icasure to me, to
wondrous 1;1...:, my-fancy has

| . g | . > 3
made lma priacely rips: 1N been 160 exfravicant n
e1e1s0: ' r o 1 wr ha 2 P e 1 arirl “r
my conceplic ou fie must be a great man, and possessed
ol unrivalied mentalipowers.

surel, 'I'bat is his character,:sir.
;'i'f'.-‘;'zr-f;w‘r' I do not wonder at his being a ferror to his enemics

neither am [ astonished ‘that he sheuld be beloved by his ¢lun.  Such

Bl erchoil] bo beloved and adersd’ 1 e TRy
d —icader - DC vCd and-adorcd by nis party lents-ant
L::;il:!knll SHOH honored vilerever It lound

what L have Leard ot this mnan, alone, ol iscil, s ex HI_\ d 111~

ration ; but perhaps it is because we are of congenial
1Live in I".LJI. I will fight for the devil.
Murel. Y ” :-ié:‘._, we' are within three m lfr'x of my ald {Tic nels -

11

L1

ride up, soon be there.  Will you go as far dewn .m.mm.u.':]’
your horze may have gol down-1

trang is likely Lowill, sir; and if I was not rather scarce af
change, 1 w n..h. continue my journey overinto Arkansaw, as ...'.r
it is, as long as I am this near to iI I have-heard much of that coun-
try, and I think the land' and-people would suit n esignsand inclia-

tion very much. “The land east of the Mississippiis nearly all entered

- that regilon

e ki o
2LIaANTer. it 15 LK

a3

and isvery dear.”
Vs o . S o 1 = 5 7 . .
};::-_- the young ~~-'l.‘.!1[_1‘-:r] wWas S CCSIORS (H!(I nten-

d to learn \‘.’111;-‘.? ( 2d to go any furth-

iy {o his old J'm ndsornot ; and he '.'5:1.:4.-¢! to J-.::'.- ssion
on thie mind of Murel. that e was scarce of money, as | COn-
sideritble amount with him. He ited that if the Neoroes were
not at Murel's old “friend’s, that rel would continue bis jonraey -
but this was'a matter swhich he h arn without a direct ;','n: :atf-;z::
a5 Deing too mouisitive would b . ine] with so shirewd a fel.
low. e thought the beést plan was to sec n, as-though he seemed not

to seem:—and the stranger was anxious 1o know whethor the tithe was
af hand for him toficht or not.
Murel. I would be very olad if you would g0 over into Arkan-

saw-wilh te. T am ‘going over, and I will let you Bave money if vou

. 1Fc anal ri 11 @ rysts al 7 Sicr
getout; and I will show you tlie country as long as you wish

1 ¥ o
loil L0 Bid Ve
P
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1 have thousands of friends over {here—it will net cost us a cent; i
we stay six months ; and hy God, L will carry you wheré you can bring
ad & site better horse than the one you are hanting. D—-n the
horse, let him ge to hell—T will learn you a few tricks, if you will go
with me. — Aapan with as keen-an eye.as you, should never spend his

time hunting after a d——d horse.

Stranger, Sir, Lam much obliged to you for your compliment, and
more obliged to you for the kind proposition which you have made—
I will determine to-morrow.whether I will go or not; but I think ¥will
go. I haye no doubt but I should learn many things, under so able a
teacher, az 1 expect you are ; and I should be happy to accolnpany
jou.

Murel.  Here is my old friends’—l.am olad to see his cabin once
moic. Come, alight, every thing is shll—we will go into the house.”

The midnight visitors knocked for admittance. The old man was
not gone to bed ; but all wasas s(ill as death :—they entered the house,
and were received very friendly; but the young stranger’s eyes flew
reund to cateh a glimpse of the good old Parson’s negroes ; but he was
disappointed, for they were not there. The young stranger being very
much faticued, he got a bed so scon as he was wari, and went to rest ;
and left Murel and his old friend conversing. The young stranger’s
mind could not rest in his marvellous situation,. for he did not Know
but the negroes were in some other building on the place ; but at
length be dropped into an unsound slumber. Thus ended the young

stranger’s first day’s pilgrimage with the great western land pirate.

CHAPTER IV.

The young stranger was out of bed very early the next moruing,
and as soon as he could see, he was looking for the old Parson’s ne-
groes; but he could see nothing of them. Murel rose very early, and
had the horses caught and saddled, ready fora start by clear day-light.
"Phe young stranger was very particular in enquiring after a stray horse
of Murel’s old friend, while in the presence of Murel, They mount-
ed their horses and proceeded towards Wesley, a village in Haywood
county, state of Tennessce, six miles from their late landlords.  After
they started, and rode a short distance, Murel remarked to the stranger.

. Murel. «Well, my young friend, I believe | have not been o in-
quisitive as to learn your name as yei, we have been so ungugcd n
other conversation.

Stranger.. No, sir, we have been guite engaged since our short ac-
quaintance ; I seldom ever have a name though you can call me Adam
Hues at present.” :

‘The young stranger did-not give his real name, as he was fearful
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ghat his name #would remind Murel of him, should he hays ever notis-
ed him incompany at any place of public gathering :—this he did not
know; and he thonght the best plan was to be cautious; but this de-
ception subjected him to m: ny difficulties afterwards, as hc had to pass
some of hls acquaintances on the way.,

Murel.  « Well, Mr. Hues, what say you of the trip to Arkansaw
this morning ?

Hues. I have uot yet faitly determined on that matter; thongh I
think T will go.

Murel.  Go, yes, d—n it you must go, and I will mdkea man of you:

Hiues. - That is what T want, sir.

Murel. There is some of the handsomest girls over there you ever
saw. ‘L amn town when I am there:

Flues.  Nothing to object to, sir; I'am quite partial {o° handsome
fadies.

Murel. Oh! well, go with me to Arkansaw, and d—n me, if I do
mot put you right in town, and they are as piump asever came oyer, sir.

Hues. - 1 think I will go, sir ;- I will determine down about Wes!ey,
which your old friend says is five orsixz miles.

Murel, - d——d, if we cannot strike a breeze worll telling, over
there,

Hues. 1 do not doubt it, sir.

Murel. T will tell you a story abont another feat of this elder bro-
ther.  His younger brother was living in Tipton county, below here,
and he was down to see him—and while he was in the nrlrrhbnrhood
he deeoyed off a negro man from his master, and appointed a pl':ca
where to meet him, but instead of gning himself, he sent'a friend;
His friend conveyed him to the Mississippi river, “where there was a
skiff to.receive them ; his friend conducted the boy to Natchez in the
skiff, and lodged him in the care of a second friend.

He took a passage on a steamboat for Natchez, aiter he had lurked
behind “until he could ‘learn all their movements; after he reached
Natchez, he took his negro and went on another steamboat, dressed
like a lord; and had  as niuch the appearance of a gLnlIemm as'any
man aboard the boat. - Fle had taken a passage to New-Orleans: but
d—u it, misfortunes will happen ever on¢e and a while. * There was a
d=——d fellow aboard the hoat who knew him well ; and this d d
rascal went to the Captain and told him, that the negro which this fel-
low had, was stolen ; and that the fellow wasa notoricos negro thief—=
and that he had better take the black boy into cuatodv and carry him
back; and that he would be very apt to find hir owner’s advertisements
as-he wetit Back up the country. The Captain, a d d old villain,
in hopes of getting a ‘reward, and the services of the negro for some
tine, concluded to do so. The negro was not suffered to see his mas:
ter, but he -had been drilled to hls business before. So the fellow
waited until the boat reached New-Orleans ; and while the boat was
Iemding, be ads Lis escape on to the guards of another boat. He
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want in searehiof his friends, in: that part (of the  country, who were
plenty,and'made all ofhisarrangements; and senta friend to learn when
the captain would leave the port; so he goes tothe mayor of the city,
and gets a process amainst (e body of the captain, for unlawfully de-
taining his property from his possession. - T'he guard ook him, justas
he-was preparing to start his-beat, and him and the negro were both
taken before the Mayor,  -Hecharged the*captain with having detained
his property.from his possession by violence and force of arms; and
produced a bill of sale-for the negro, purporting to have heen given in
"Tipton county, state of Teanessee, and bronght in a witness, (ane of
his friends;) who swore that he was present when the negro was pur-
chased, and'saw: him delivered to the plairitiffi - The Mayor asked the
cantain the cause of his detaining the negro from his master.

Captain. ~Why, wity,—1, I, was told that this man was a negro
thief, sir.

Mayor. ~Have you any evidence!

Captain. - Why,—1 don’t know where the man is who told me.
He is gone, sir:

Mayor. - What was you going {0 do.with his negro

Caplain. - Why,—i, I; was going to keep him, sir.

Mayor. Keep him!

Captain. - Yes sir, I'd keep bim safe.

Mayor.  Yessir, Fwill keep you safe awhile.

The negro was deliv’red to the plaintiff, and the captain nicked with
a heavy fine, and imprisoned : and his d d pretty friend, who knew
so much, sogo had a nurse that attended to his case, day and mght,
until he found his way to the bottom-of the Mississippi river, and his
guts made into fish bait. - Thisayas the way he fixed these twod ——d
villains, for their smartness in matters that did not conicern them. He
waited untilthe eaptain was just ready to start; and by hig never com-
ing about, the-captain thouglit he had made his escape; and that he
was proud to get a chance to runj so he had no chance to make any
defence, and New Orleans is.a minute place.

He sold his negro in: New Orleans for eight hundred dollars ; and i
a few pizhts he stole him again, dnd gota friend “to conduct him up
the country, to a friend’s house in one of the upper parishes,  Here he
become a methodist preacher, and preached like hell for a_neighbor-
hood of methodists. — He had-got twod—d fine geldings near New Or-
Jeans; and his{ri nd rode one and his negro the other; and while he
was preaching and praying for the methodists, he told them that he
had been down to the lower. country, to sell slaves ; that he had  be-
come rather conscientions on the subject of slavery,-but that the boy
e had with him appeared to be so much opposed “to being sold, that
he had concluded to earryehim back home again; but the negro” was
up to this, and he pretended to love-one of Hiccombatan’s ‘negro wo-
men, and he began to begliis massa Hiccombatan te buy him,  Broth-
ot Hiveombatan purchased hig preacher’s nagro. and ' the preacher
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siaried home to Kentucky, an ‘a-kumm'] residence. - Brother Miceom-
batan gave him seven handred dollars for his boy.” Hehad a friend to
conyey the-boy across the Mississ ippi river, near the mouth of the Ar-
kansaw river, w .u-w- hie was to meet him at the house af another {'rlund.
Brother Hiccombatan is greatly distressed; his boy is gone; who ~wa
gold for lovipg his negro woman ; and his urr.uchu gone with his mon-
ey.  He stoyve aboutin every direction like a mad bull ; but allwas in
vain, his negro wag gone.- The preachgs was prompt {0 attend at the
house of bis ';:pr;ii':ii.:d friend where he met His companion with the
nearo. ke sold him- the third ‘time on ‘\1";:;1114'1'.\' river, for five hun-
dred dollars; .mtl then st :le him and delivered him 1nta the hands of
his friend; who conducted him toa ‘*‘\.!H;P, and veiled the (ragic scene
and got the last gleanings

s, and sacred pledge of secrecy, as'a game of
that kind will 11«;[ do unless it ends i a mysie I"s to all lJtIt the fraterni-
ty. ~He ‘sold that negro for two thot sand - dollars, and then put Bim
forever out of the reach of all pursuers ; and they can never graze him
unless they can find thie negro; and that tlmybumnm do, for bis car-
cass has fed many-a tortoise and cat fish before this tnu‘,,dml the frogs
haye sung this aiany a long day to the silent repese of his skeloton ;
and his remembrance recorded in the book of mysteries. Thus ended

the history of"the "Tipton boy, and brother Hiccombatan’s parson, wlo
vanished like a spirit, to the land of mysues.

IHues. - Wonderful and stranve man: who can tell the worthof such

a leader ? he is'great and wisé‘in all things,

Muzel, - That is his character; sir. ~Well, siv, we are within halfa
mile of Wesley, and we will have a warm when we get there.

Hues. Yes sir, we need it very much, and we wiii have some good
brandy and something' to eat at the tayvern.

Blurel, - We will huve the -brandy, bat I have Tots'of provision in
my-port-tnanteay.”

Here Hues began to plan how to pass through Wesley, without being
detected by Marel;- for he had three acquainiances in that place, whom
he knew would speak te him, at any distance they should see him ;
and that would {!1'.'11]_‘_“;’5_: iis proper name :—and. appear st is_ni::n.;us o
Murel, for Murel believed him,. in a country where he knew no per-
sons aud in all probability, oue of them would begin to enquire about
his friends in Madison cousty, who lived within five miles of Murel’s
house, which would have upset tlie whole matter in one moment, for it
would have explained-all things to the ready and quick understanding
of Murel.” "He laid his lmmnl. s follows.  He concluded to use his as-
sumed charucter of horse-hunter, i’ this difficulty, and endeavor to see
them while by himself, (from Murel,) if possible ; and appiize them oi'
his business ang plans;—so when they came in sight of the village,
Hues llullll! d Mure!l a’flask and told him that,as he was'acquainted in
the place that he must get the liquor; and that he would stop at some
store, and write a few adve H'mmcnh for his herse:—as ‘he had «

1
gluded to go 1o Arkansaw with him ~—and thet the horse m;;:it‘; i

-
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keard of by the time they returned.

Hues. *<Is that siga the tavern, sir?

Murel. Yes, sir, that is the Wesley inn.~ ‘We can warm there,and
I expect you cail do your wriling there. I will see the fire the first
thine I do. - Dy yaur writing quick, and come on (o the tavern,”

‘This suited Hizes very well, for two of his acquaintances were at the
tavern, and he stopped opposite the first store house they ¢ame to, and
while Mute! was at the tavern Hues went to the grocery 1o:seehis other
friend who kept the only lignor inthe place ;- but his friend wasnot at
homne i—so he apprehended no fears from him, nuless he should meet
him coming n, as they were leaving the place,  Hues fell back bes
hind some palings, and watched the door of the tavern, until he saw
Murel leave the tavern, and go to the grocery for the liquor, He then
walked on to the tavern; and took Col. Bailos iuto a back roons, and
apprized bim of his designs. The Col. passed him as a stranger while
it the presence of Murel; though while they were in the back room,
the Col. loaned Huesan elegant pistol, to defend himself againstany
violent attack from Murel and his clan, provided he should come up
with the Parson’s negroes. Murel came in with his liquor and gave
his friend:Hues a dram, and insisted on their starting. Hues was pre-
pared to be off; and they “mounted their horses, and directed  therr
cotirse for Randolph.  They had rodea mile from Wesley when Murél
observed to Hies.— Come Hues, we will ride out from the road, and
eat some cold vietuals: ‘and take & Tittle more of the God blessus.” Mu-
rel turned. from the read and Hues followed after him § after Hues had
gone after him fifty yards into the woods, heasked Murel why he was
going so far from the road.—Murel-replied, that the d d old meth-
odist. whom he had been teliing him of] knowing him to be a particu-
lar friend-of those two young men, and he should not be snrpriged, if
young Henuing was (o follow him ;—and if he did, that he would
much rather have Henmug before than behind him; if be wasd d
fool eriough to try it :—as he would know better hiow to manage him.
Mure! continued on about one hundred yards, and stopped by-the side
of an-old log, and hitched bis horse, and then-opened his “provisions
and spread them on the log; and set the flask by them :—nnd mivited
Hues to help himself-to what he could find on the rough table before
him. They both took another good korn from the flask, and commenced
hiding bread and bacon ham, 2

Murel. = Weil Hues, 1 will be d d, if I can’t put you in bets
ter business than trading with the Indians.

Hues. 1 have no doubt of that sir,

Murel. Did you-ever hear of those devils, Murel’s, up in Madison
gounty,in thigState? "

Hues. 1 am an entire stranger to them, sir.

Murel. 1 am that elder brother whom I have been telling you of,

Hues. Is it possible? [ have the pleasure of standing before the il-
lustrious parsenage, of whom L have heard so many neble feats, and
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whose dexterity snd skill in performance “are unrivalled by any the
world has ever prmim ed before hnu, is-ita dream, or1sit rmim I
scarce can beliéve that it is a man in real life who stands before-me !
My imagiation would fancy, and make you the genius of some mas-
ter spirit of ancient days, who is senit as a“guide; 1o protect and defend
me, before all which may oppose.. "Sir, tindér the protection of o able
a guide and preceptor, I'have nothing to féar ; but look Vack to the
huur of our meeting, as the fortunate era, when my importance and
victories were to commence.

Murel. - Sir, T-pledge you my head that T will give you all the in-
struction wlhicl my long experience will énable me to give vou; and
I flatter myself that Fsfiall never be ashamed of the pragress of so vory
intelligeut a pupil. - Sir, T am the leader of a noble band, of valiant
and-lordly bandits ; 1 will give you our pf:mﬁ f;f-rmtl'll-r, and wiH 1ntro-
duce you among my fellows ; and give you all theéir names and resi-
dence before we part; but we miist notbe parfedJonger than vou can
arrange your business; and I will nake youa ~pieudu] fellow, dud put
you on the hich road (o fortune.

You:shalt'be admitted into the frr m{i councils of our clan; for {
consider you a voupg man of sple m.ul abilities. - Sir, Li;-,-:-;e are nmy
feelings and sentiments (owards you,”

CHAPTER Vi

Hues and his experienced preceptor had no sooner fished thetr re-
past at the old log, than“they mounted their horses and set out o1 Lhe:r
jourhey for Arkansaw.” Murel now infirmed His friend H:- s, that
they would leave the public road, and travel a b ve-way which he was
well acquainted with ; and by that means, i the old l.u:nn should
have any person folfowing after him, they wouldloose his'track -—as®
he was going to where he had sent the Parson’s ne groes by a friend,

rdnd that he was ve ry anxious fo geat I“mc as the 5-”'_1 wis " st lw S V=

eral li:n« that he was to have met them 3 but ow 'n‘r to the sSusp icions
of the old parson, he had delayed tiine :—and thut hisfriend-would not
understand the matter and become alarmed ; and e insisted on travel-
ing all the ensuing night.

Murel now commgnees to tell how he had managedis prevent voung
Hmm:r'r fiom following him, and re !}"md aver the !r.-tt-:-r whiell he
had sent from L)vm:mk desiring Henning to accon pany hiny to-Ran-

_ dniph. Murel raised his h'md, atid swore that he could 1uke young Hen-
“ning with | .nm, and sell every neogro fie had, and that he mig! ht -[:*Ild
by his side all the time, and know nothing about it when he was doné
and reeeived his money ; ana said that !rv had never intended: to dis-
- turb his‘close neighbors umlf they commenced thewr shitrp shiooting at
“him:  “Bui pow d- n them, they-may look ouf for brc.tLr.n for I
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have c.g,npwn ed Iy operd ations on them, and when I quit them they
will not be quite sp-conse quential as they now are. Their long pray-
V| not .save them from my sworl vengeince,

ersand me ;thodist coats wi!
nearoes when the y once get info my @8 th

i

neither will they bring buck their neg
clutches.? - Hues sanc ~tioned all “that Muiel sard, and con tended, that ¥
he was justifi 1ble '- n.all the injur which he ml'ti do them. Hues

jal to ‘.llI! Is"disposition as be al

studied to ve pre sent himse Ifas nl!‘ ren
m!" r that \\ a3 ..:]\ AN Ce \1. |1‘-’ Ii'.nL

possibly could, in every
their future prospec ts of gain; and the

The C'Ji;\'."‘u:hult tnrned on _
proficiency of Murel in the execut,on of his plans; and Murel (o sat- til
isfy his young ;mlui that hewas not misrepresenting his powers in vil-
lainy, proposed to Hues that he would deeoy the first negro they met th
on1he way:—a nd muke himagree to leave hisimaster, and go with him. el
Hues anziousto see by what-mie ans hewas so suecessfulin his attempis, #8
desired him-to doso. T'hey fad not travelte l more than six :.nlt' from 158 €<

I'stonped Lo eat,” when they saw ao old negro to

the place where they ht
s 10 ;nn.' with @ sack of corn:

'\L 4 crib by the read side, 10
h t.r'.-;--_lw: had moved his buildings riear a half mite from the road, and
‘ lefi his erib standing at the old '*iL:.:.L'\'L'.UEi. The old negro was a- te
lul e, and Mure] thus-acceste d him:— ¥
Murel- «=Well; old mat, yousmust-have-a d——d hard master, or £ i€
be would not send vou to mill this cold day. 0N
Neoro. Yes, maser, all oyum h.m' in dis conntry. es
Murel.- Why do yoa stay with the d——d villaju"then? ~ when he
treats you likea d d-dog? w]
Neoro.  § can’t help noy, maser, oV
Murel. Would you hielpiit'iyou co uld? el
f-i ra.. O! :\'r__, Maser, dat I-would. ar
J-T."au [.F. \L"=I1li-‘"' "* ':'L'..'.' Rl 1 on
Nioro.” My J.u' "‘. si
Murel. ~Well, - Clitto be {ree and have plenty of S
#money to buy h.mi a-::-_i horses, and every:thing you want ! 3 3“
e

dat Clitto do so Want €t
you,.and carry you aff, and sell you four or B I
v, and then leave you in o fg T

Clitto. - O yes, MAaser
Murel. - 1 T will steal

five times; and give vou half of the mone

free State, will‘you go? 3
Widto. - Ol yes maser,. Clitto go quick. wl
Marel. Well, Clitto;don’t you want & dram 1 (taking out hisflask wl
of liqiior, and offering 1t 1o Chitto.) _ usi
a

Clitto. - 'Thaukey, maser, alter yotls
AMurel. = Ol no, Clitto, after you,  (Clitto drinks, and then Murel h
afkt-':!' hiin.) .TT
Murel. - Well, Olitto, have you no boys that you w ould like to see ;

0

M Ol yes maser, %
1 ; : 3 ; Aena

Murel.  Now, Chtto, if you was to hear.a pistol fire at the head o ,
the lane some night, do:vou think vou will be sure 0 cOme to Mmae, ant

it

e — e I s
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bling three or four Boys with yon?

Clitto, - OF yes, maser, Clitto come dis night,

Murel.- T-am n a hurry now, Clitto, and ‘eannot carry you off at
this-times but you have the boys ready; aud you shall not be wit 11
your d d old master much iul!"LF, to be cuffed about like a dog.
1ama great friend to black people. - I have earried off a great many,
and lhrw are doing well, all got homes of their m'.n, and making prop-
erty s you look out, d[hi when yot_hear the pistol fire, come with the
huv.s. and T will ln:\L horses ready to pash you. Good by, Clitto, un-
til I see you again.? :

Thus ended thedialogue between Murel and Clitto. - Hues enjoved
the scene ve Iy mue ]l and was mueh-astonished at the success of Mur-

“el, in his pe r«udurm’, and base address of villainy,

Hues app lauded the -'m-ru'.p suceess of his prec f""l'[l’)l’ and express-

ed the greatest astonishment at seeing himvictorious in so sbort a time:
to which Murel replied, that = fifteen minutes are all I want to decoy
the best of negroes, from the best of masters.”

Murel and Hues had exchanged ideas and sentiments on many mat-
ters; but Murel had yet to open the splendor - of his schemes to his
young compation ; and he appeared to have an itching to see what ef-
fect it would have, After they had spent the greater part of the sec-

tond day, Murel ecommenced the grand disclosuze of his plans, purpos-

es and designs, as follows:
Murel, iluw-:l will tell” you a secret that belongs to my elan,

" which isof more i nportance than stealing negroes, a shorter way to dn

OVergrown iurtm;(- and it is not far shead. ihn movements of my
clan have been as .JrN as I conld have expe cted, in that matter lhrnr__s
are moving on smooth and easy,  But this is @ matter that is known

only by a few of our leading characters. ‘Che clan is not all of the
same grit ; there are two classes, ~The first class keeps all their de-
sizns and the extent of their plans, to themselves, " For this reason :
all who would be willing to join us, are not capable of managing our
desions ; and there -would be danger of thetr makn 12 digelosures which

th
de

Swould lead to the destruction of our designs, before they. are perfeeted.

This class is what we call the arand coun ul

T'he second class are those whom we trust with nothing, only that
which they are imme liately concerned with,  We have them ‘to do
what we are not w illing to do ourselves. T hev always stand betwéen
us and daoger. For a few dollars we can get them to run a negro, or
a fine horse to some place where we ean go and take posse ssion of it
without any danger; and there is no (ldl]_{_{‘(‘l in this fellow then ; for

the has become the offender, and of. course, he is bound to secresy,
s § - ey Ty L s’
“T'his class is what we term the strikers. We have about four hundred

of the grand council, and near six hundred and fifty strikers. - ‘Ehisig

sour strength as near as 1 can guess, I will give you a list of their

names, as I promised vou, before we part.
Fw grand object ‘hat we have in contemplation, is to excite a re-
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bellion among tha negrocs throunghout the slave holding States;  Out
plaa 13 to manage, 0 83 10 have it to commence every where at the
same hour. - We have sct on ‘the 25th of December, 1835, for the
Ve to commence our operationss  We design having our companies
so stationad-oyver the country, in the vicinity of the banks and large
cities; that when (he negroes commernce their carnage and slaughter,
we will have detachments to fire the towns, and rob'the banks, while
all is confusion and dismay. — The rebellion taking place eyery where
at the same time, every part af the-country will be engaged in its own
defence : and onz part of the country can afford no relief to &rother,
uatil many places will be-entirely -overrun by the negroes, and oir
pockets replenished from the - banks and the desks of rich merchant’s
houses. It 1s true thatin many places, in the slave stateg, the negro
population is not strong, and wonld be easily overpowered ; but vack
them with a few resolute feadars from our cian, und they will murder
thousands.and hnddle the remainder.into large bodies, of stationary
defonce, for their own preservation, and then, in many other places,
the black population 1s much the strongest, and under a Jeader, would
overriin the country before any steps could be taken to suppress thein,
if it is managed by a proper leader,

Hues. Fcannot see how-the matter s Iat to the negroes, without
endangering the sclieme by 2 disclosure ; as all the negroes are not
disposed te see their owners murdered ?

Murel. “That is very easy donej we work on the proper materials,
we do not go toevery nédro we see and tell him that the negroes in
tand to rebel on the 25th of December 1835, We find uie  most vi+
cious, and wicked disposed ones, on-large farmeg, and poison (heir
rainds; by telling them-how they are mistreated 5 and that they are
entitled to their freedom, as” well as their masters, and thatall the

weilth of the country is the proceeds of the black people’s®iabor: we
remind them of the pomp and splendor of their masters, and then re-
for tham to their own dezraded situation ; and tell them' that it 18 pow=
er and tyrany which rivets their chains of hondage, and not hecause
they are an-inferior race of peaple Wa tall them that-all Enrope has
abandoned slavery, and that - the West Indies-are all free; and that
they sot ‘their freedom by rebelling a few times and slaughtering the
~whites, and convince them that if they will follow the example of the
West India negroes, that they will obtain their libertys and become as
much-respected as if they were white; and that they can-marry white
women when they are all put on a level:  In addition to this, get them
to believe; that the most of people are in favor of their being free; and
shat the free States, in the United States, would not interfere with the
nogroes, if they were to buleher every whiteman, in the slave holding
Biatesd,
Whan we are convinced that we have found a hlood  thirsty devil,
wae swear him losecresy, and disclose to him the secret; and convince
Bim that every other State and section of country where there are any

LS
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megroes, intend fo rebel and slay all the whités they ean, on the night
of the 25th of December, 1835; and asszure them that there are thou-
sands of white men engaged in trying to free them, who'will die by their
sides imbatile. - We have 2 !onu ceremony for the oath;, which is ads
ministered in the presence of a terrific picture; painted for that pur-
pose, rt’presualiug the moister who -is to deal with him sheuld he
prove unfaithful in the engagements he has entered- into.  This pic-
ture is highly cale trm‘wd to make a negro true to-his trust, forthey
are disposed to be snperstitions at best. - Afier we swear hlm, we then
imlrurt him how to proceed. ‘Which is as follows + he 18 to cenvince
his fellow slaves of the great injustice of their being held in bondage ;
and learn the feelings of all he can, on the subject of a rebellion, by tell-
ing them how siceessful the West India negroes have been, in gaining
their freedom by frequent rebellions,

The plan is, to have the feelings of the negroes harrewed up against
the whites,-and their minds alive to the idea of being free s and let
none but such as we can trust, know the intention and time of the re-
bellion, until the night it is  fo commenees When our black emissa-
riesare to have rrmhermtrs of their fellow slaves, and invite all in their
reach, to-attend, with the promise- of plenty to drink, which will al-
ways call negroes*together. ~ Our emissaries - will'be furnished with
money to procure spirits, to give them a fewdrams; when our emissa-
ries will ‘apen their secrets-as- follows. - “ Fellow slaves this is the
night that ‘we are to obtain our liberty.- All the negroes in America
rebel this mrrhl, and murder-the whites. We have beenlong subject
to the whips of our tsmn:s and many of us blacks wear the scars;
but the time has come when we can be revenged.

There are ‘many good white men who are lufpmfr us to gain our |ib-
erty. ~All-of yon ‘that refiise to fight will be put to death so come on
my brave fellows, we will be free or die:””  We will have our men,
whom we iatend for leaders, ready to-head those companies and en-
courage the negroes, should they appear backward. Thus you see,
that they will all be forced to engage, under the belief| that the ne.
groes have rebelled every where else, as in' their- own neighborhood,
and by these means évery gathering or-assemblage of négroes will be
pushed forward even contrary te their inclination. - Those strikers wiil
be of great use at the pinch of the game, as many of them will do to
head companies; anid there will he no daager in-them, when they are
to go immediately to work; and baving the'prospeet of gain before them
there are many of themwhowill ficht like Turks.

Our black emissaries have the promise of a share in the spoils we
may gainy and we promise to conduet-them to Texas should we be de-
feated, where they will:be free ; but we never talk of being defeated.
We always talk of victory and wealth to them. -There is ho danger in

any man, if you can ever get him oice implicated, or engagedin a
matter. - That is the way we employ eur :,H.Lvr* 10 all.things ; we
have them implicated befere we trust them from our sight,
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"T'his may seem tae beld to you, Hues; but that is what I glory 1.
All the erimes I have” ever comitted, have been of the most daring ;
and Lhave been sucoessful in all my attemps.as-yet; and Tam confident
that I will be victerious in this matter, as to the robbertes which 1 haye
in contemplation; and I will have the pleasure and honor of sceing'and
knowing, that my management has stutted the earth with-more human
gore, and destroyed more property, than any other robber ywho has ey-
er lived in America, or the known world. T look on the American
people as my common enemy. They have disgraced me, and they can
do no more; my life is’ nothing te me, and it shall be spent as their
devoted enemy. - My clan is strong, brave, and experienced; and:s
rapidly increasing in strengthevery day. I sheuld not be surprised, if
we were 40 be two thousand streng by the 25th of December, 1830
and in- addition to this, L have the advantage of any other leader of a
banditti that has ever preceded me, for there isat-least one half of my
orand couneil who are men of high standing ; and many- of them:in
Ronorable and luerative offices,  Should any thingleak out by chance,
these men would crush it at onee, by ridiculing theadea, and fears of
y would soon make it a

the people.  Th:
story : and all things accounted for; to the satisfact
in short order. - These follows malke strong pillarsin our mystic man-
sion. Huds, how de you suppose that I understood vour dispesition so
quick, and drew you out ou the subject of speculation, so that [ could
get-yoursentiments’ineo short a time,-after we got in company.

Fues. That is what T do not understand, and I can only aceountfor
it, as I 'would many other of your unrivalled performances, by attri-

|

buting it to your great knowledge aud experience of the world, and'of

i §r Pl s ¥ }
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tisfaction of community,

mankind.

Alurel. - T had not been in company with you more than two hours,
before T knew you as well as if I had made yous; and could have frusted
my life in your hands; for d- d'if I eould not see hell dance'in
your eyes. A little practice is all you want, and you can look into the
very heart and thoughts of a man.

The art of learning men, is nothing: when you onee see how it'is
managed. You must commence in this way. Begin to tell of some
acts of villainy, and netice the answers and countenance of the man
as you go on with the story; und ifyou discover him. to lean a little,

you advance 2 little ; ‘but if he recedes, you withdraw, and commence
some other subject; and il ou have carried the maiter a hittle too far
before you have learned him, by being toe anxious, make a jest of it,
and passitoffinthat way.

Fues. -1 cannot see'how you will provide the negroes with arms to
fight with.

Murel. - We have a considerable amount of money, in'the hands of

our treasurers, for the purpose ef purchasing arms and ammunition, 10

fit eut the companies that are fo attack the cities and banks and we
will manage to get possession of the different arsenals, and supply eur-
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selves from every source that may effer. We ean get, from svery
housc we enter, more or less supplies of this kind, ‘until we will ‘be
well supphied.~ The negroes that scour. the country seitlements will
not waat many arms, until they can get them from the houses they de-
stroy, as an ux, a \,En.) or Im-!c will do to murder.a family at a late
hour in'the night, when all are slec eping. There will be but little de.
fepece made the first m_g ht by the country people, as all will be confu-
sien and alarm, for the first dayor two, nntil the whites can embody,”

The weather wasg so very cold that Hues began to insist on stopping
until dav, as they had rode until a late‘hour in the night, and Hues felt
like freezing; but Murel never complained ihe first time of being cold.
They ~mppui at.a geod-lonking house, and so soonas they were warm
they were lit to their ledgings :—the place will never be forgotien by
Hues. It was a Jarpe apen room, and the bed-tick was btlIhL‘(l with
corn shucks, which made as much noise when they goton it, asriding

a new saddle. The covering cougisted-of a thin- cover lid,and a cot-
itm counterpane, Murel lay wnd cursed the:landlord all night, and
Hues lay and shivered like hie hiad a hard-ague uniil morning.. Next
morning Marel enquiried for the bill, T here wore twelve pence each
for. lodging.—* What !? ‘says Murel, % a ’leven-penny-bit for riding
such a eolt as we rede last night--he hag not been curried sinee the
day he was foaled ; d—d high for ledging on the shuck pen.  Here is
the money, sir. . Come; }lll[ s, we will be travelling, T am pot fond of
reughness, although it is winter.”

CHAPTER VL

Murel and Hues were on the road before sunrise the next morning,
nothiwithstanding the disagreeable pight they had spent at their late
landlord’s, Mure! expressed great anxiety to reach Arkansaw that
night before he slept.  Mux el having disclosed his plans to his
young friend and as he thought, comy ilu{.lx cultivated his feelin®s and
mey with the prespect of tm.\_lmus..lhlc. wealth, and viewed him as al-
ready entered into a participation, of his bloody designs, proposed to
give him a short history of his life, commencing at ten years old.

Marel, **1 was bern in middle qu.-r:::-.u. My parents had net
much property; butthey were iutelligent people ; and my father was
an honest man I expect,and tried to raise me honest; but I think none
the better of him for that.” My mother was of the pure grit; she
learnt me and all her children te steal so soon as we could walk, and
would bide vs whenever slie could.” At ten years old I was not a bad
hand, The first good han) I made was from a pruiu.J who ladged at
my. father’s house ene night. I had several trunk keys, and in the
pight I ualosked one of Lis trunke, amd toek & belt of linen and severul
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other things, and then loeked the trunk.  The pedlar went off before

le discovered the trcK, I thought that wasnota bad fizure I had made;
About this time there was sonie pains (aken with my education. - At
the age of sixteen played a irick on a merchant in-that country, I

. walked into hisstore ane day, and he gpoke o me very politely, and

called me by the naunie of a yeulig nian who had a tich father, and in-
vited me to trade with him. I thanked him,and requested him to pot
down a bolt of superfine cloth I took a suitand had 1t charged to the
fich man’s sof.

[ began tolook after larger spoils, and run several fine horses: “Bythe
timé T was twenty; I begante acquire considerable charactér,as a vil-
lain, and I concluded to ge off; and do my speculation where [ was
not known, and go on a larger scale; o I began to see the value of
haning friends io this business. Tinade several asseelates ; | had-been
acquainted with sonie old hands for a long time, who had given me the
names of some reyal {ctows between Nashville and ‘Puscaloosa; and
between Nashville and “Savannab,an the state of Georgia, and 1nany
other places. Myself and a fellow by the name of Crenshaw aathered
four good horses, and started for Georgia. - We got in company with a
young Sotth:Carelinian just before we got 10 Cumberland mountain,
and Crenshaw soon knew a1l about his business.. He had been to
Tannessee to buy a drove of hags, but when he got there pork was
dearer thaw he had caleulated, and he declined purchasing. . We con-
cluded he was a prize. Crenshaw winkedatme; [ uaderstood hisidea.
Crenshaw had travelled the road before ; but I never had ;—we had
travelled several miles en the mountain; when we passed near a.great
precipice ; just before we passed it Crenshaw asked me for my whip,
which had a pound of lead ju-the but, 1 handed it to him, and he rode
up by the side of the Qouth-Carolinian; and gave hima bow on the side
of the head, and tumbled bim “frem his horse: we lit from -our
Lerses and fingered his pockets; we gol vwelve hundred and sixty-two
dollars.  Crenshaw said he kuew of a place to hide him, and gatlierad
him under his arng, and me by his feet; and conveyed him.to a deep
crovice in the brow-of the precipice, and tumbled him into ity he went
out of sight; we then tumbled in his sadéle, and took his horse with
ns, which was worth two hundred dollars. .~ We turned our course for
South Alabama, and sold our horses far a good price.. - We frolicked
for a‘week or more, and was:the highest larks you ever. saw. We
commenced sporting and gambling, and lost every d d. cent: of
our 1oney.

We was forced to resort to our_profession for a second raise. - We
stole a-negro man and pushed for Mississippi. - We had promised him
that we would conduct him to a free state, if be-would let us gell him
oue time, a8 we went; on the way; we agreed to give himpart of the
money.  We sold hum for six hundied dollars; but when we weot (o
start, the pegro seemed. to be -very uneasy, and appeared to doubt
okr esming baek fr kim, as we had promized. We lay in a sieelk
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Bottom, not fardfrom the place where we had seld the negro, zll the
next day, and after dark wo went to the china tree in“the Jane, where
we were to meet Tom; he had ‘been ‘waiting for some time. - He
mouated his horse, and we pushed with him a second time. = We rode
twenty miles that might to the house of a friendly speculator<=L.had
geen him in Tennessee; and had give him several lifts. He gave me
fiis place of residence; so L might find-him when-T was passing: ~He
is quite rich,’and one of the best kind of fellows., Our horses were
fed what they would eat, and two of ‘them were foundered the next
morning, We were detained a few days, and during that time our
friend went to a little village in the neig rhhorunud, .:ml saw the negro
advertised; and & description of the two men, of whom he had been
puclneu , and giving his suspicions of the men. It was rather squally
times, but any -port in a stort 5 we. took the negro that night on the
b:mI\ of a-ereek which runs by the farm of our friend; and Crenshaw
ghot him through the head. We took -out his entrulss, and - sunk
hita in the creek ; our friend furnished us with one fine horse, and we
left him our foundéred horses. We made our way through the €hoc-
tuw and - Chickasaw nations, and then to Williamson county,-in ‘this

state.” We-had made a d d fine trip, if we had taken care of all
we' made.

I had become a considerable libertine, and when 1 returned home,
I'spent a few menths rioting in all the-luxuries of ferbidden’ pleasures
with the girls of my acquaintance.

My stock of cash was'soon gone, and I put to my shift for more. 1
commenced with horses, and ron Several from the tui_]fnlllmr counties’;
I had got associated with'a young man who had got fo be a eireuit
preacher among the Methodisis, and a sharper he was'; he was as shick
on the tongue as goose grease. - dtoolkmy first lessansin divinity from
this preacher, - He' was highly respecied by all that knew bim, and well
calculated to pledse, he fist put-me in-the notion ‘of preaching to aid
mein my speculitions.

[ got into difhculties about a mare that I had taken, and was 1mpris-
oned:for near three years. I'shifted it from court to court, but I was
at last found guilty, and whipped.  “Diiring my confinement I read the
scriptures, and become a good judge ol'rcri;mlr{‘ I'had'not neglected
the criminal laws for man 1y years belore that time. = When they “Lurded
me loose 1 was'prepared” for any thing; ['Wasted to kill “all but my
own grit, and one of them, 1 mll die by his side before I will desert
b

My mext speculation was in'the Choctaw nation. - Myself and bros
ther stole two fine horses, and niade our way into the Choctaw nation.
We got in with anold négro man and his wife and three sonsto go off
with us to 'T'exas, and plunmed tliem that if they would work: for us
one year after 'we got there, that we would let them go free’; and told
them many finc stoties.  We got 1nto the Mississippl sWwamp, and was
badly bothered to reach the-bark of the river. - We had - turned our
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e edge of the swamp, and let them go to hell. Af-
of the river we were mna bad condition, 4s Wwe
1e river, and our provision gave out;
as killing yarments and gating them.
ioh the bettoms; and we had
ank s we broke it

horzes ldose at th
ter e reached the bank
had no craft to conyey-us down ti
and our only means for support ¥
Tiventually we found an indian trail throt
the pleasure of finding a large canoe locked tothe b
Joose and rewed it into the pain river, and were soon descending the
river for New Orleans.

'Phe old negro man’ became suspicious that we we Were going to
sell them, and became quite contrary. We saw it would notdo to
have him with us; so we landed onc day by theside of an island, and
I requested him to go with me around the point of the island to huntag

after we. were obscured from our caim-
ad, and then ripped open his belly and
turned to my company and told

good-place to catch some fish
pany. 1 shot hin through the he

“nd tambled him info'the river!? Ire
them that-the old negro had fallen into the river, and that he never
came up after he went under. We landed fifty miles above New Or-
nd sold our negroes L0 & Frenchman

annbrr 9y
1LY, ail

and wentinto tne cou

leans
for-nineteen hundred dollars.
Wo went: from where we:sold the negroes, to New Orleans, and
dressed like young lords, 1 mixed with the loose characters at the
swamp every night, One night, as Lwas returning to the tavern where
T boarded, ) was stopped by two armed ‘men; who demanded my mo-
ney. 1handed them my pocket bools, and observed that 1 was Very
happy to meet with them, as we were all of the same profession. One
of them-observed, D 43¢ I ever-rob-a brother chip. We had our
eyes on you, and the man that has generally come with you, for sever-
al nights: and wo saw 50 much ‘rigeing and glittering jewelry, that
we concluded you must be some wealthy dandy, with a surplus of cash;
and had determined to rid you of the trouble of some of it; but it you
are 4 robber, here is your pocket hook, and you must-go with us to-
night, and we will give you. an introduction to seyeral fing fellows of
» do you understand this motion?? 1 answered it:

and turned with them. We
o real frolic with her girls.—
oreatnessin what the world
d ‘me, were named Haines

the blogk ; but stoj
and- thanked them for their kindness,
went -to old mother Surgick’s, and had
That night was the commencemett of my
calls villainy, The two fellows who robbe
and Phelps; they made me known to -all the -speculators that visited
New Orleans; and gave me the name of every fellow who would spec-
ulate, that lived on the Mississippi river, and many of its tributary
streams, from New Orieans.up to all the large western cities.
1 had become acquainted with a Kentuekian, who boarded at the
came tavern L did, and 1 suspected he had a large sum of money ; K
't for bim before 1 left the city, $0 [ made
. 1 my other new cowmrades;. apd con-
certed our plan, 1was toget him off to the swamp with me, en a
spree, and when we \vere returning to eur ledgings, my friends were

felt an inclination to count
my notions known 1o Phelps anc




N |

&
-

%0 meet us and rob us both. I had got very intimate with tlie Kena
tuckian, and he thoucht me ane of the best fellows in the werld.  He
was very: fond of wine; and I had him well l'u-w'fl with ‘good wine
before. I made the propesition for a frolic. hen 1 i invi ited him to
walle with me, he rn'ulih‘ :'r-crptmi the im-‘i‘u:'ro.' We cut a fewshines
with the eirls, and started to the tavern,  'We were met by a band of
robkers, and robbed ul all eur money. The Kentuckian was so mad,
that he cursed the whole city, :mtl wished that it would all be delaged

in a flood of water, so soon as he left the place. ~L'went to my friends
the next morning, ‘and got my share of ' the spoil money, and my pock-
et book that I'had been robbed of. We got seven I1=H=drtd and five

dollars from the bold Kentuckian, which was divided among thirteen
of us.

I'eammenced traveling and making all the acquaintances among the
speculators that [ eonld. I went from New Orleans to Cineinnati,
and from there 1 visited Lexington, in KE"J[h:«‘.. I found a specula-
tor ubout four ‘miles from New.pert, who furnished me with a fine
horse, the second night after Iarrived athjs house. I went {rom Lex-
ington to Rie hmnml in Virginia; from there [ 1'i-=ilr=d Charleston, in
the: State of South Calu!}n:t: and frem thence to M mT-rw.Jt.w by the
way ef Savannah and Augusta, in the State of Ge m__r__ln.. I made-my
vay lrom Milledgeville to Wilhamson i.w'.-:sm‘.'. theold :-‘LL‘It"'iilJ g ground.
In all the route I oply robbed eleven men ; butl preached some d—d
fine sermons, and ‘scattered some counterfeit L tnh,d States’ naper
among my brethren.’”’

The day passed off, and Murel was not. through the “history of his
life ; though he was hindered, in the latier part of the d: vy, by finding
his voad, or rather trail, impassable, from bigh waters. -He. was com-
pelled to go higher up the river for a crossing place;: He made sever-
al efforts to get on, but could not succeed.  They concluded to step
at a house,.on the river, until they had the light of another day. lnc
landlord where they staid was named John Champeon, acharacter who
deserves the confidence of his country far his conduct:in this matter.
Murel soon began to feel of LU:. Champeon on the subject of specula-

tion, as he chooses to call it, by lL]:lJJ;: the wonderful deeds of those

two young men of Madison (:f;:tmtj.'. Here Hues had- the pleasure of
rehearing pearly the same stories which had censtituted the introduc-
tion between” him and Murel; but Mr. - Champeen was not so well
prepared to receive them as what Hues was, The conversation —he-
tween Murel and Mr. Champeon, that night, enabled Hues to judge of
the character. of Mr-Champeon ; as he needed a 17 an, on that occasion
in whose ‘hands he could frust Liw—: care of his life; and he found the
very character He wanted.in M t'"h‘unrmou. Murel and Champeon
continued  their conversation until late bed time, on the subjcet of
speculation.

Murel made a great many enquiries about his clan, that lived aleng
on the river; a"nl wanted to know of Mr. Champeon how the Lovcl_,
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Barneys; and many. others stood, ‘as honofable men :—represénting
himseif.as an entire stranger to them and the country they lived in;
and Said that his basingss over among them was to collect some mouey
which was owing to-him.

After Muraland IHuoes were retired to their ‘bed ehamber, Murel

wanted to know of Hues, how he liked the way he had managed their
I, that none could have man-

landlord 2 to which ‘engairy Hues ropliet
asad hig better.  Marel then informed Hues that they would be com-
pelled to feave their horses with Mr. Champeon, and work their way
thronwh ‘the swampon-foot, until they could geta skilf" to convey them
to hiis friends, on the-other side of the river ; and said that they would
be dependent on Me. Champeon, and that he could see Mr. Chiampeon
was hell on the speculators:—and for that reason he had pretended to
know nothing about the people on (ha other gide of the river, us an
quaintance with them would be good grounds for him to suspeclt then
for woing after no goad. Murel changed his name to Mzrel, and’gave
his residence in Williamson, instead of Madison county, and assumed
the churacter of a neyro trader, while conversing with My Champeon.

The mest morning, after break fast at Mr. Champeon’s, Murel and
fliios started down the bank of the river on foot, to find some person
who-had a skiff to hires  After they had gone three hundred yards.er
more, Hues told durel -that he had left his‘gloves at the house, and
that it was so cold that he would be compelled to have them: so he
requested- Murel to- wait for him: until he went after them. Murel
seated himself on a log, and Hues went back to the heuse. - “Hues had
feft his gloves on purpose that he might have an excuse to return to the
house withont the company of Murel Fues wished tohave a private
coaversation with Mr. Champson, and he knew it would not do to let
Murel see hitn conversing privately withany person, As it might excite
worst: of difficalties, after he
in the wild morass where

10 -

his suspicion, and get himself into the
would be sarronnded by Murel's friends,
they were trying to go. Hues apprized: Mr. Champeon of his busi-
ness, and of his adventure, in as fow words as possible ; and gave fiim
his idea cencerning getting a knowledge where the Parson’s negroes
were, and-then gettang a gsnard and going and taking them and the
thieves, ifhe conld get off from Murel, after being conveyed to the ne-
grocs, of so hear them, that he could find the place after he had-got.a
uArd to assist-him, Huos wished to-learn the place where the ne-
<roes were, withoat sceing them, or rather being seen by them, as they
would krow him, and make his true name known to Murel and ‘his
friends 3 and he considered such a developement would be very dan-
rerpus i S0 unfriendly a place,. My, Champeon assured Hues, that
Ho should haye all the assistance which was in his power to'give; and
teld him that, he would collect fifty men, if“he: could make any dis-
soverics where the negroes were. M, Champeon cautioned Hues of
the great danger which” he was then going to encounter in his adven-
ture; and gave him an elegant pocket pistol.  Hues then had thres
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good piztels todefend Himsoif, pru.li.-:i he shisuld be carried io b
Parson’s pegfoes, and discavered hefore he could petioff=—his plan
was to ke the advanuoe and gat the frst shot; shoidd hetbetdiscovs
it way nmlu, Uis three pistols supply'the place
af men, siould he hnve an unegual number to eontend with, v.hu:h e
wiis compelled to look far. - Wien: Hues was discloging his adventurs
0 Moo Chiampeon, he t,".‘ui":m'. sliowed that heayas .1111’::11}:1 : and he
has since declarcdsghatr he felt more of the effects of fear, in Lhdt mats
ter, than he everchad fo al! bislife vglore: = It was the idea of placing
his life 1o the hands of a-mad wiioh he had never séen until:ithe night
before; thay eavsed his fears o for he well knew, that'il he was not‘an
honest man, or had the least friendship for villainy, he would apprize
thedrends of Morel of the character hé had ineompany, and give tiiem
a ehance to devise any means forthe destruction of both his life and
eharacter; asnone of his {riends kuewtiie course he was pursuing with
Murels but- lues was not mistaken i the notions he had formed "of
Mr. Chumpeons -~ Huoes gave -Mre. Chatppeon his real ‘nawme; and ve-
quested i not 1o et Mutel's borse go, if he ce.nt for hnm, until-he
first Kuew, thatthere wis ho dccident happened to him, from Murel
ant hisc l,,u and Hues furtlicr ingtracted Mr., Champeon, that, if Mu-
rel rétutied (or his horse, and be was not ‘with him, to take Murel 1m-
:11-:11: ately, asthat would be ¢vidence sufficient that be was murdered
ordetuined Uy the elan. . Mr, Champeon promised to attend: to all-of
his requests. Eii‘*- wiz-not willing for Murel te-escape- justice any.
fonger. ~Ha had heatd bun recouatit: the black decds of Eis life untl
his“blood had treqaeatly chilled, and:his heart- sickened fo -hear-his
deeds and purposes rel: ated —He was devotedly disposed to hazard his
own life 1o the @redfest dungersto accomplish the 1]]LU| ¢ of so obdu-
rate a villaig, winss ouly study, dnd purpose of Tife; was the destruciion
of human family, aod thew property.

eredAgaspy ;s and inth

t
:

Hués returned -to-Marel; where he was seated on'the log: at the
bank (i[’ the river, andi they proceeded  on theéir journey —after con-
siderable toil and difficuliy, they sticceedéd in crossing the sluss, ind
reached the houseof a Mr. frvin, three miles below Mr. Champeon’s,
but the skiff that Mr. Irvig had béen usihg was sent home, three miles
below e, Irvin's, and there was:a lake -bétween them ; so they were
compe Hed to stop for the want of a eraft.” They Lou(.il:'icu to wait'a
day or two, and see ifa trading boat wouldpass;t hat would conyey them
dowirtie river to where the skiff was: « Murel'and Hues were prevent-
ed from Conversme very muich at My, [evia’s, 3glie had no privave room.:

They remmined ut Mr. Irein’s until next evenifio: when a small trading

bant landed,oa which they gota passhge (own the river fo wlicre the
skif was. — Bufivg the time they were at: Mr.o Levin’s, Muarcl was foel-
ing Mr. Tevinton the subjectof speculation, in‘the same way‘asshe did
Me.-Champeony and represented himseli'ds a ‘uegro trader.. - Fe was
so-siwooth on the tengues that Mr. drvin believed eversmword -he said ;

and even propozed to purclmst. three negro men from Mr. Movel a8 hﬂ
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bed and sive him tswo liundre exv that they
wotld ‘-11‘"""7" o iy he i tenrded-to gt i it Jackson an
the night ll wae:‘-il. g niane, saitk fiom lie had
pi ttelied £ ' na e 1 second
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= cpot. wherey many”a noble plotfiias
b cving to come tothe hut wherne tha
5 W 1 . wild merass, and had muffied his
[irpdked if ; sl it avas to prevent
tl oas fenit- ket him e shonld esmeon thenw
: arcived ot [ hiohde.  and found-eleven of the'clan; who

dteotuiterfeit nioney: and to learn how each
md - whether any bro-
Fthe :v—-.—'i-:riw--..- of the clan, fo relieve
excliymember i de, ready forad-
mitiance, s eonsideryable dantp come over hitn, -as he entered
thie hovdl at the back of .'~‘H".--l. The elan-was Very anXious to know the
a<on why Murel had not attended at the mm.ul ‘hause at the time he
prom ;od his striker to meet l' m. - To-which: -Murelreplied, that-he
W-sispeeted forthe very thing that he had done, ln at'h.,

coheerns of the clan,

\':h Lo "tiln.l-.

ALt i “anid then that e whas déteiied by highavater: ey

’ { : had grrived-and ! v. were badly frost

' =0 Ll ! come uneasy-abont him, and thonght it best to

nushethem and mianke sales ag’sagn o ‘nosstblo: {'..:a-'-:'.}r'u.‘-: and gaes-

" heipoover: bethween Vareland ‘ 11 Ma l'ea l- d the attention of
' Jian-toek dlues by-the hand and prese nted him to: the
b e fultowine remarks s < Here' my brave coupsellor:

r!_‘-, owiim f;:n'i ['am not ashamed of the work-

8% Tt M. Hues bo examined by whoin he may’t “Fhey-all

shook hands s l|1 Hues and then :;zr:- him the two degrees in sigis;

which belones to dbe two clusses,  He first rece ived'the sign of 2 stri-

el .
kersartd - then of the grand” councillor: Tlie signs are a particular
wressnre-and filrt ofithe: hand.= Hues was 1m~:._. sed by:them until he

conldi give and recpive the s s1gns as well as any of thew.
5 was then requested to aive the lEs pmtuu LOI"CCTHH]" their

i
nesro war, and what  he conceiv d to- be' th '-i‘ faith: - The following is
an - extract from the add w i
\‘.'h';‘u in r.u ir.council leoi‘..‘-r"

“f An u;‘.{-'.-.'.':‘_,."}'-‘:m Ag es’ 'spe ek i Mystic Couneil.

i —fy. age and- inexperience
and experiznced congrega-
iespe 1n the mcasures and
timents ol others; than 10 ] iples of my own on this im-
ton. = It has been so regent that' 1 wus honored with the
s augist conspiracy; that T can atvance nothing origingl :
ideas have been roceived frony our Lo orable dictator; and [
should: deemewit presumption in .me - to o ficr any amendments to
tite present deep and woll arranged plans and purposes of his majesty.

Gontlemen of the Mystic
must pload my excuse bolor
tion. - -k am:mueh- better g
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By own opinion is, that your {ﬂ:ma are -entively practicable undepitie
guidance of om experienced feade

SAs towhat 1 considar 1o be the i't th and priceiples pf this noble an i
Jordly band, it isteasily related, and | expeet it 1s correet; as my sén-
timents arecmodelled: by his majesty,” and T consider “mysel{ nathing
siore than @ creature of his fordiation,: tu, this noble conspiricy. 1
considerithat the members of thisconspiraty are absalved froim every.
other power or obligatien to either God- or man ;. we founds onssel ves
placed in the world, surrounded-with every thing needful forouncom-
fortand enjovinents und shallwe stand-supine 1\ by, ind see others en=
.]‘n, and e 11-.-' no pm“hwu for-ourselves; because an establizhed re-
ligious and moral custony; wlich weneitlier helieve ‘or respect, forbids
us from choosing the'mode of providing.  We copsider all that are
under the r‘ur:lmi of ouripower as our -w!at; and more, Wwe _consider
man; eafthrand beast, d.i materials subject to the enterprise ofzonr
power. Turn yout attention to the ~anmmal world - ocoswe nets séa
the beast-of the field, the fowis of the air, and the fishanithe sea, ali
in-their-turns .-.lilm;.; avielim to eacli other;: and last of-all; turnoyour
attention o man, and do we ot see him fulling a victim 1o his fellow
mar 7 ves sirdqif there is any God; these are his faws: but my noble
LIS, We at,h!mwh“titfc no i'h'rmth or moral restrictions apart from the
fmtermty ¥Yes, my worthy sirs, we will live ihie iuma of Our oWwhH
m':s, rigting-in all the pompous Juzuries which the spoils efoueene-
mies and opposers will afford:

Weare told by listory; that Rome losthar hibeity by the'eonspiracy
of three Rowans, on an dsland of the river Punalios aand why notihe
conspiracy of four-hundred Awmericans in- thissmerasg ot the Mississip-
piriver, glean the southern and western banks, destroy their cities,
and ‘statighter our-eneniies ¥ Have we no Cassins to scatter the five
brandsiof rebellion, no Lepidusto open his cotfers of zold; andine Aus
gustus tolead us lo-battle? sueh a'conclusion would go to impeach
the.abilities of-our pallant chieftain.™

Murel having some business to-arrange with some_ of bis clan who'

were not at the council house; left the -company, and him and Hues
went to -G Barney's that evening. MH!U| made an-arrangement
with his friends concerning the negroes he-was to bring to Mr Trvias
Murelawas to bring the negroes and get his eight hundred dollars; and
the pext wight his friends. were to go over the river ina skifl to a cer-
tain_point, whére the negroes were to be placed readyy for the skifl to
convey-ihem from-the unfortuvate purchaser to some ather market, to
repeat-the fraud; -~ Huogs having discavered that the Parson’s ncgroes
were sent off,-and that there were no further discoveries to be miade
by his remaining among the robbers, without inguiring to what mar-
ket they  were sent, and that “he deemied Tmprudent in thatshorrid
place, as a very smalbamatrer nught lead to suspicion and examination,
which would have been certain destraciion, as Hues had many papers
with sive whish wotld have condemped him before 2 court ef piraies
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and murderecs{ 80 Hues bezan to plan to get an exguss'to retirn (o
Me: Tevin'ss g wait for Murel-until he was throngh with 35 business
of the frdteruity. Hucs mad
Murel, dd proposcd his wishes to him ;
higgoing untii be went himself, and urded
toshis svishes. - ‘The exchuse: (bt Hues maide for wislithg to return 1o
MEIrvin:'s, was to vet gequainted il a fudy who lived at Mr. Trvinds
hotse'which he urged asithe best of reasons: and the more- he thought
{

e choice of s extuse 1o uriesbielire

ot fMurel was onposed (o
LHRAnY reasons in oppostion

on the matter the more he was dsterminad 1o un'y for he eould seecno
Cause why heshould coutintie to hizard his life to so many:dangers,
when peither-his oldfriend nor his connfry were to'be benchited: by
so duing. = Murel urged, that he wanted to-see him have some sport
withathie Arkansaw girls before he returned, and that'there were sevs
eral'matters belore the conncil, which he wiched to hear bis opinion

on. - T'o these wishes of Murel's Hues replied, that as to the wirls: he
could dispense with thém for the present, underexisting circumstances ;
and as to his opinion: iy couaeit, he hoped-to be'excused forthe pres-
et us he was not prepared to oive any .1deas of his' own'; and assured
Muorel; thar fie bad'the utmost confidence in his opifionon any mafter
which'might be agitited before the house zand preferrediat to bis-own:
Muaorel’s vanity oeing flattered by the encomiums passcd on: hisopinions
consented (o the arranrements made by Hues, and saw himn'sale across:

theriver before they parted,

1
LY

Hues reiurped o-Mr. Trvif's and Murel fo _
fession.” Hues felt quite rélieved 1o find hitsalt once Mmofe among
honest people; after passing through' the hands af so wmany cut-threats,
wra-morass, which has associated with it all that the funcy. can select
from the “whole school of horrars: and T would say, from-the deserip-
tion given by Hues, an emblem ofthat awii] pliee atfotted to rebollioud
andiwicked spirits; in the warld of misery, and its ficndish courts:

Hues concerted a plan with Mr. Irvin, to_have a goard 4t his fiouse
at'the time Musel oas to brivg him the negroes, to-secure Marel and
the negroes he might bring with bim : and in that WAV capture the
mighty man of the west, as he did not know:thit his confessions would
be suflicient evidence araiust hnnsTand Hues was will dyvarethat if
the-cvidence depended entirely on-himself; thatit swould-be the greats
estinducement for So'extensive a banditt to unite and sexert all their
powerior his destruction, as they woull know that the fite of theirfas
vorite desigs aid daring leader wonld depend an their sueeess in that
matter = for this reason alone, Hues wis anxious that hie should be'1a-
Ken in the aet of deliveringihe negraes, which he had prouised to-de=
liver to Mi-Trvin in three weoks: but the marvellous wanmer in which
Hues became mster of Mirels socrots and:plans, were anotlierin-
ducement with b that other evidence shionld be had before Harel
wastarrested,  as'.that would remove ‘the burden of evidence from
bimself,

The mext evening. after Flues had returned to Mr. Trvin’s, Murel
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Ve Whaile [Twvas sittinon-acloz, Iooking  down

Qolgak Thad besome very-tired; and stopped at.n creek to: getisemse
’ tle !

water atid rest thle,
$ho road . theabay Fhad came; aindn Gine TN gight ridiag @ geod lgok-
tng lorse. ohhevEry moment I suw him b was'détermined to have-his

it e -wns in the gurbiofa ravollers--Hevade up, and I saw

adi

horse,
from hiseqifipage that he was a tpveller. T arese from! my scat, and
mt vifle pistol on him; andorder d Binvto digmonnt. He

drew an eleg:
by the bridle: und pointed dows e creek,

did so. and 1 took bis herse
Sol ordered him to walk before-me. - We went-a few- hundred yards

S
and stopped.
b -

[ hitehod his horse. then made him uridress himself, all to hissshist
and drawers, uad ordered-hin toturn hig back to me. He asked=me

n, 1 ordered hymethe ceconid-time o turn-his

il owas _'__': to shont ma
back toane. = e saidy $Cif you are determined:to kill iney Jet me have
tiine to pray before Fdied? I told hiur 1 hadnostime tohear him pray.

I and dropped on ‘his<knees, and I shot-him througn

the back of the bhead. T ripped open-his belly, took out his entrails,
and sunk him iu the creek. I theo scarched  his pockets, and-found
four hundyed and ene doilars atid-thicty seven cents 3 and a nirmber

of papers that [ odid not. take tipe to examing, . bsunk ihe paciet-
‘book aund papers, and: his-hat;cin the creek; Hisiboots were brand
Hew, and fit e very centettys and L pul them any and sunk wy-old
chaos in the crecks toatone for them: =1 rolled up higelothesand put
them ihito his porGiantenu; as they were braid new cloth;-of tlie best
guality. 1 mouyted as fne a horse-as ever b siraddled; and directed
iy course lor Natchez in much better style than 1 had been foisthe

Tast five dags. :
| reached Natchoz, and spent two days with-my friends at that
plage and the oirls uoder the hill, together. " Kthen left Natchez for

the Choataw nation, with the intention-of giving someof themrachance
for their proparty. - As k was riding along;-between Benton and Ran-
kif,:planning for my designs, ['was overtaken by a tall and geod ook
jne younz wan fiding ao elegant horse, which ~was splendidiy wigged

i

the richestiliat could
bis had -and his watch chifin and otber jewelry were of therichestand
bost, | wasanxions to know if he intendedto fravel through the Ghoe-
saw. nation, and seon managed lolearn: He said he had been to the

he yotng ;j,';am’.n:m:uf.-; apparel was of

lower country with a drove el negroes and was reldeaing -home 1o
Kenineky. . We rode en, and soon=golivery intimate for stgngers,
}

.
L
and pgreed to. be company tirough the Tadian aation: We werg'twwo

d———4 firte looking men, and Lo hear usitalic, e were. Very richs |
fult himnon the subject of specujation, bt d—m’it, how he.curssd the
gnccitnlors, and said thit ne -was in a‘bad condition ta-fallanto. the
i d villains, #s he had the cash with hiw that twen-

!i’.l'lii.':. (1 5!5"_'-[1 d
ty- negroes had-sokl 10r; i that He was very happy thatthe had hap-
pengd to gt in company with me through the natian. I concluded

o was a noble prize, 2ud longed to be counting his cash. At length
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we sama into one of those long stretches in the natien, where therd
Was no house-for twenty miles, oi the third day after we had been id
company with-each other. The ceuntry was high, hilly, and:broken,
and no swaters; just about the time I reached the place where I intend -
ed to.eount my companion’s ecash; Fbecame very thirsty, and insisted
on turnitie down a deep hollaw, or dale, that headed near the roadito
Bunt &omio water. We bad follewed down the dale for near four bun-
dred yards, when Ldrew my pistol and sbot him through. e fell
dead, | conmmenced hnnting for his cash, and opened-bis large pock-
et-hook, that was-stuffed very full, and when 1 began to open it, I
thonzht it a troasure indeed; but, Oh ! the centents of that boolk ; it
was richly fitled with the copies of love songs, the forms of love letters,
and some-of hiis ewir eowpesition—but no- eash. - I bezan to cut off
fiis elething with my knife, and examnine themHor his money. = I found
éour dellars and a haltin change, in bis pockets, and no more. And
is this the amount for whieh tiyenty negroes sold ! thought 1, I recol-
Jected his wateh and jewelry, and T gatheredthem ;- his chain was rich
and good, but ta it-was swang an old hrass wateh,  He was a puff for
true,-and I theueht «ll such-d - fopls eurht to die as soon as pos-
sibler 1 {ook bis horse, and swapped him to an Indian native for four
penies, and sold them on the way home. [ reached heme, and spent
a few weels among the girlsef my acquaintance, in all the enjoyments
that money ceuld afford.

My noxt {rip-ivas through Georgia, South-Carolina, North Carolina,
Virginia and Maryland, and then buack to South Carolina, and from
there round by Floritda and Alabama, I'besan to-eenduct the pro-

lish ‘Iny emissaries over the country
in every direction. ~ After I had turned: for home=from Alabama; T
vas passing by where ove of my friends lived, in company of three of
my associates, who were going home with me; we stopped to see how
outfriend was deings whileawe were séiting out in his portico, there
were-a large dreve of sheep caine up fo his blocks: - He went-out and
examined-them, and found them {ohe the flock of an old Baptist, who
lived about six miles'up the road from his bouse; and they had been
gone from their owner for theee months, and he could hear nothing of
them, —'I'he old Baptist bad aceused my friend ‘of having his' sheep
drove off tomarket, and abused him for stealing his'sheep very much.
My friend acquainted me with zll the circumstances, and I concluded
to’ play @ trick on the old jockey for hiysuspicions, so we gathered up

gress of my-operations, and estab
1
|

all the flock, and drove them on before us, and got to the old Baptist’s
‘ust after dark: we called the old man oat to the gate, and .wanted to
lodee with him all night;- but he refused to take us in; and urged as'a
reason, that his old woman was siek; and could not-accommaodate Us as
he would wish.~ To these objections I told him that we could waiton
onrselves—that 1 had three active veung men with me; who could doa
all'that was wanting to be done. I told him that ¥ had-moved down
below in the spring of the year, when my sheep wete scatiored, and I
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concluded fo leavie thenuntit fall ;- and that*E iad - been up to myiold
Jldceafter them, apd wasgoing home; and'complained of the: hard
dilve 1 had made-that day, 25 an excuse tosstop-with the old Baptists
1 then told him ' Ehad @ very fine wether that Tsvished to kill, as he'was
very untuly: and hard-1o drive, and what we did' nat-use that night he
was welceme to. -'I'he-old man shewed usa lot torpen-our sheep,nd
the corn-erib-and stables, and-told ‘us that if we would wait on our-
solves that we were welcome to stay. - We soon fed our-horses and had
thie mutton dressed, anda large pot full cooking: - T'he-old'man told us
where to find meal, milk ands butter ; and while my associates were
ceoking the sheep, L was'conversing with the old Baptist on'religion :
Litold iim:1 was.a Baptist prezcher. - When news came that theshéep
was done, Lwentinto the kitchen-and we: hud a real’feast ol 'mutton;
at.the expense of the old Baptist,

Aftér supper we went in where theiold lady was laying sick. « The
old man oot his bible and hymn boak, and” invited® me to go'to duty.
Y used the books, and then prayed like hell for the recovery:of the old
lady. ‘Fhe next morning we were up before -day-light; and had: the
shr:'i-.p all on the road. ~ We drove them about one mile, and scatiered
them:in the woods, and léft-them.. We: left the, head of the wether
that we-killed laying in the lot, where:tlre old man could see that it
was in his own mark.  larrived hone after @ trip of six menths,

I have been going éver since from one place to-anether; duécting
and: managing; but I have others now.as' good as myset“to manage.
This fellow Phelps, that T was telling you of before,-he.is & noble fel-
low among: the: negroes, and he wants: themrall frge’; and he knows
how to excite them as well as any person: but he will not do=for a
robber; as he cannot kill-a man unless lie-has received an-injury from
i first;-he is now 1n jail at Vicksburg, and I'fearwill'bang. - Ewent
to see him not long since: but he is so strictly watched, that nothing
can be done;. Hehas been in the habit of stopping men en the high-way
and robbing them and lettmg - them go on; but that will never do for
a robber; after I rob a man he will never give evidencesagainst-mes
and:there is but one safe plan in the busingss, and that'is to kill— 1
could net-afford: to  kill a mun-I would: yot rob. =1 have often told
Phelpes: that he would be caught beforehe knew it . Ieould raise men
enoagh-to go and tear- dewn the jail, and take Phelps by force; but
thatwanld endanger all of ourother plans,” Fhave frequently had mo-
ney enough to have setiled myself vich; but I have spent it as free as
water 1n-camrying on my designs. - The last five yearsiof my life bave
been spent intlie same way that I have been-telling you, Hues ;. I have
been: from home the best part of the time; and I bhave let but few
chances escape-me, when I could rob, that T did not do it. - It would
take a week yet; Hues, fo tell over all-.of my scrapes of that kind. "~ You
must come and stay at my houose the week before I start with them ne-
groes to Irvin, and:1 will have time to- tell over zll my ups-and downs
for the Jast five years. - Towaut you to go-that trip with me. = You'cin
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agrange vour busmess in the nation in two weeks, antl getto myv hohsg
in Madison County, You will make more that trip “than all your
concerng -are yworth in the nation; so you bad belter giveraway what
you have-there than be confihed to its™”

Night having come onyMutel “and /Huoesbegan to look out™for a
house af entertainment § so Mural left off telling the “horrid deeds of
his: past life. T'hey came to'a house awhile after night; where they
stopped until morrning.

The next morning “Murel and - Hues proceeded ‘on their jour-
ney; but the-time was drawing nedar when Murel was’™ to loose his
younhg asseciate; as they ‘only had ten miles to ride together; when they
would: reach Wesley, where they were to part. ~Hues was to go on to
the nation, as Murel thought,to-arfange his atfaits to jein him again 3
and Murel was to go on home to procure the negroes which hr had
promised to deliver to Mr. Irvin, and hiave them ready by the time Hues
wis to be at'his house; in-Mddison-cenaty. " The fotllowi ing-isthe last
conyversation” of those two myﬁ:tw friends, which”was® enjoy ved on” the
last teo miles.

m’md wi ' Well, Hiles, wo part to day, and Tam not-halfdone talk=
ings but Lwill quit telling what T have duue and tell what I am going
to o1 hars abont forty negrocs now engaged, that are waiting for
nie to- run them, and the bestof it is, they are the preperty of my ene-
mies, nearly entirely. I havea great many friends who have got in to
be‘overseers: - they are strong support to-ny plans: I hiave a friend by
the name of Nolin, my bether-in-law’s brother, who is-overseeing in
Alabama, fora man who is from hame, - Nolin h'v: decoved six likely
men for me, = 1 am to go within abeut ten mileswith a two horse car-
ryvally-and stop at an .mvmmtd place. - Nolinisto raise a'sham charge
against the !lr"‘lOCS,{l”[i they are-to run off and come to my wagon. i
will put them-into the wagon, and fasten dowm the curtains all round,
and then throw fedder over-thém ; and have a striker to drive-them to
the Mississippt swamp for-me, where.there will bé-no dangers= T will
ride a few miles behindj ‘but never seem to notice the wagon. - Noln
is to be driving the woods for the negrees; and reporting that he had
deen them l"\i.]'« day er two, until' { have time to cet clear outof the
country with them. - I have eight more engaged 1n A\l.abama. at one
Easons; the fellow whom 1 was -pt*u1unrr of bafore, The remainder of
the'forty I got inmy own county.  You recolléet the boat that 1 showed
you in the bayou,on the other side of the river? that boat [ intend te
filk with negroes for my own benefit.

Hues.” 'There is a fellow by the name of Bundels, er Buns, or some
such a name, a negro trader, who lives in some part of the new pargof
Tennessee, who, 1 think, is as hard to cheat as any man I have éver
seen in all my travels; ‘and if'all the Tennesseaus are as sharp as he is,
I do not want to deal with many of them.

Muzel.-- O! ¥ know whem you arethinking «f, his name is Byrn ;
he dogs pass down threugh your country sometimes; and a-hell of & fol-
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Yew heis; hecan cheat you to death,-and make you think all‘the tiine
he i8 putting you on the road to a fertune; but d=—m him, 1 handled
ithe cash that.oneof ifs negroes sold for. 7He snspeoted ne for run-
ning his negro, and-offered: me thechance of himfor three hundred
dollars ; but-Tthought it wis a d——d poor business fo give three hun=
dred doliars for a thtig L already pad: - Byra is-a hard-hand, and I had
as'soon Jall-into tiie hands of the Devil as his”

Hues speke in this uncertain manner of the name afiMr.-Byrn, to
Jedve tlieimpression on the-mind of Murelthat hie had jnst bayely scen
Mr, Byrn, and had only a feint conception of his name, witholit-any
acqua‘rhtuuce; yet:so deseriptive; asde make him understand whom ise
meant by his remarks.” “Hues knew that ‘Mr.. Byrn'had lost a negre;
and wished to know whether Murel had stolen him-or not ; and he tools
the aSove ingenious plan to get Murelen the subjeet, withouvexciting
his suspicion. :

Murel. = fcan tell you-another trick ave have, Hues, to get horges.
Our friends - examine the stray - books regular, and “wherever
there isa siray horse of any value (ound on: them, he goes-and ‘gets
a description of- the horse, and then writes for two of his friends; if
none do pass, who aressirangers in-the couniry he lives.in. -Ie gives
his friends ‘a minate deseription of -the liorse ;- and: on? will: go and
claim and the ether preve the property, - Lwas in Avkansaw this fald
and there was aman who found'a fine horse standing in theiedge ef the
Mississippi viver, which had by some means got off-ef some hoat and
swam Lo shore; but eould not-get-up-the bank:: he diig thebank, and

ot out the horse. - One of my friends heard ofit; and went and exam-
ined. the horse, se that-he conld tell me-allhis fesh marks. Lwentand
asked himif he had found-ahorse of such a‘description; deseribing the
horse in every particular. - He said he had. T looked at the-horse-and
glaimed him, I gave the fellow five dollars for his trouble, and teck
the horse ‘hotne, and have bim yet: -1 have swam-the Migsissippl
twice on that horse, '

Flues. - We. are not far from Wesley, whereawe will part; and-you
have not given me:a-list of the names of ouririends as yet. :

Murcl, Ol yes,yes.. Have you ‘any puaper with you? you must
have that before we part,”

Hues tosk.out the remainder-of his blank ‘beok and pencil, which
had-not been used for a private tecord.—When the follewing names
were given and recorded, as the friends and members of Murel’s clan:

CATALOGUE OF MUREL’S MYSTIC CLAN;

TENNISSEE.—~Two -Murcls’ .S, Spiers’ S, Wetliers, two. Byrd-
songs’ 1, Crenshaw, Col, Javot, M. Dickson, two Nolins’ V.:CGhisim,
Capt. Ruffiny I Dickson, Ja. Hossking, T.. Anderson, W. Crenshaw,
P, Johnson, J,-Goaldin, J. Nockels, R. Tims, L. Bateman; D. A-
hart, J. Faylor, two Busbeys’ L, Chandler, L. More, four-Maroneys’

& Bag, two Littlepages” W. Howel, J. Hardin, B. Sims, Estq. Wilbern,
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Z. Gorin, Y. Peareon, three Boaltons’ G, Wiers, G. Sparkes, five Latk-
oms’ S: Lant, A. Smith; R. 'I“’;.rr\'.', six Hueses’ 1K, Déran:

MISS l"ﬂ“-![’l [,—(., l‘ll. er, — Bleodwerth, 5.\ if!ﬁ.—:m:, J: Durham.
R. Horten, R. Forrow, C. I].:p:::‘e, S, Cooky W Presley, G Gumhnun
G. €oarkle;, — Stautton, B.-Johnson, — Claain, -D: Rooker, C: “ILIL'
man, L. Cooper, W. "Phomas, C. Barton, W m.Nawls; Iu.a, Willeys’
D Marlow, J. Dess, Capt. Medlord, twa Wilsons’ three. Hunters®
Capt: Moris, two Gilberts’ G, Tucker, A. Brewn, three Glenns’ foar
Yarbers' -ty o Harlins’.

ARKANSAW.—S. -Pucket, two Barnevs’ W, Ray, G.*Aker, J.
Simmons, four Tuckers' L. Good h'.u im:' B, Norton, three Skur-
locks®-J, Smith, three Joneses’ P. Billing, L. Martin, A, HBuooper, 3.
Coulter, O, Jimerson, N, Pelit;six ..,w_iui;’ . Henderson, three
Buanches’ two Nowlins™ four Darte ;" three Hertons?

KENTUCKY,—'T'hree Forrows' D. Mugit, tour Wards’ 1wo Patter-
sons’ Lo [i,‘n.x_\lfwr-. S. Goin; D. Clayton, Q. I; aptley, R Willianison,
L: Pors; H. -Haly, four Reeses: H. I'nuu, two Carters’,

MISS@URL—Teur Whites’ W. Aker, (wo  Hering’ two Garling’
six Mitlers, S Falean, G, Poap; H. ‘Warrin; R, Coward, two~Moase-
ways® B, Corkle, three Johnsous’ E. Boalin, Col. S.'W, Foreman,

AT *\I’\f‘:l.-\.——ii. Write. W. Hickel, J. Homes, B. Miles, G.

Sheridon; O, More, E. Nolin, B. Corhoon, three FParmers” 8. !i'{]m'
r ] = b ! : 4 o Bl et B |
two . GL uruc{u" four Sorils’ G. Hammons, three Martins® R. Cunagen,

M. Hancock; H. Ch “a(u(,ml Boin, D. Belfer, Esq. Malone.

GEORGIA.—H. Moris, two. Hefiils’, D, Haris; D, Coahnon, twoe
Rameys’ fonr Reves’ Four Cullins’ gix Rosses™ W.-Johnson; Captain
Ashley, S. Gambel, Denson Esq., two Cienshaws’ two Lenits* four
1 - fr‘H '1 -

SOUTH-CAROLINA.—Three  Foarts’ - W. Simgw‘n four. Wil-
liamses” . Owen, O. Russel, two Hookers” 8.°Pinkney, three Piles”six
Waads?, W, King, 1. Black, /N.' Parseus, G. Hul!:‘-r. . Watters) three
Frankling M.-Ware, G. Gravit, I'.'.u Robersons’ B Heniy

NORTI-OAROLINA.—A: Fentres; ‘three’ Hacks’ tivo Mickle-
jahns' J. S cel, ]). Harilsen, D, Barn; o, M. Coopwood, S, Bulkes; R.
Huisten, M. Jehnson, four Solomons’ B, Kelit, J. Hackney, Vo Miles;
B. Stogdon, J. Haris, three Perrys’ L. Smiih,-four Gilferds’ K: Farmer,
W. Pariners;

VIRGINIA =R, Garison, J. Ferines, A. Beloach; &. Derom, J.
Keérkmon; 8. Walker, Ihrw "I<‘1'§[-’ four- Mathises™ Y. Carnes; I
Wiseman, D: Hawks, S, Wasborn, Po - Hume, . Cockburn, I'. Hen-
d”'mn W. Milbern.

RYEAND.—W. Gwins, two TFishers’; H." Prown; M. Hains;
. .‘Slmi'u C. Paron; G. Ho'!enf G, McWatters, L. Strawn, A, (uia-
but, Ih:'uc Morgans® W. Leemon, D. Hays, S Winston four-Hebeses?,
D-Read. H MecGleton, _al O L.onmi, § McWitte, I' Goodind Walkins.

FLORIDA.—E. Carmeter, C. Winkle, W: Iidl;—'(:ru{, two MeGilits’
S. Whipel, E. Foskew, A. Sterling; J: Beark, B: Stafford, J. Preston,
L. McGuint, three Bngge{s G. Hush.
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LOUISIAN A.—C. - Bepont, J. Johnson,. J..Bevley, A Pelkin, .
Riione, D: Willis, B MeNut, P: Read, H. Pelton; 5. McCurty,“We
B‘r:,uutt, W. Moss, four Hunts, D. Coften, two  Baleys’ 1. Parker, -S.
Roberson, Lo-Duean; J. Sims, M. Bluren, G Murry, 8. Muret, R. Mil-
er; G. Paser:Cs Henderson, T Ray, two Déris,

FRANSIENTERS, WHO TRAVEL FROM PLACE TO:RLACE.

Two Hains® L.- Tailor, 'S. ‘Caper, two  Jonezes’ G Boalton, - H.
Sparkes, R. Haris, three Lovits’ P, Doddridge; G, Hanter; T Helley,
GPacker; €. Moris, S, Skerlock, thres Rinens! Soril Phelps: '

When the above calalogue was-finislied,” Murel observed, *“Fhere
is not-paper to make a proper list, but whep you come.up to my liouse
we will have time to make complete one, and this will do until then;as
you will not travel any, uatil yougo with me a few trips,and learn the
routes ; and there is not nearall'the. vames.on this tist s but there 18
w0 fitore: paper to write on. . Hues, Pwant you to be with ms at-New
Oideans; on_ thenight that the megroes commence their, ravages. i
intend’ to head the company that attacks that city myself. E-feel an
ambition to demolish: the city which was defended from the ravages of
the British army, by-the great General Jackson.” '

Mureland Hoesarrived at Wesley, whére they wereto part. - IHues
proinised Murel that e would be to see hinv by three weeks or sooner.
"Phey-took their leave of each-other and parted.

S saon‘as Murel was out of sichf; Hues turned round and eame
back ‘to-Westev, and remained there-until §luorel had time to be seve-
ral miles -ahead.~ -Hues then took anothier raute for Madison county,
and made it o -as to travel the lasi fen miles after.night, so he might
pass without the knowledge af any, anly such as'he was willing should
see im.  Hues arrived at My, Henning’s after midnizht, and acqhaint-
od-lsold fifend with his adventure, and Murel's eonfessions concern-
ing his negroes.* Mr. Henhing collected gome of the best citizens of
the county, to assist in arrestiig Murel; o man who had become apest
and terrnt to the country. :

The next night after Huesarrived at Mr. Henning’s, the guard-was
prepared; and tiiey went out after Murel with as much-iierest as1f
they were going 1o rid: the country of a thousand ‘hostile savages,—
Hites was ane of the guard, and he requested all the cuard to still call
him by his assumed name, Affer Murel was arrested, the efficer-asle-
s hiwho went with him to-Arkansaw ! Murel replied; *a young
“man by the name of Hoes” I'he officer then asked him:if he had
ever seen the young man, before be went to Arkaneaw ! Murel roplied,
thut he had never seen the young man hefore-hie saw him at the bridge
at Fstanauly, where he got in his company.. The’officer then called
‘FJues out from the company.into the presénce of Murel.. When Hues

prcs{':nl-‘-:l himself before him,; Murel. for the first time, as often as he
had been arrested, Jost his spirits-and fortitude. [e appeared as
‘though he would fuint, and they gave him wWater several times before
he recovered,

N S
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“ It'was the theugit of having told s6 many of the black deeds of his
life, and exposed 1iis clan to a man whem he then saw was his enemy,
and one of the'armed guarid to conduct him to justice, that griped the
soul“of Murel. - He'saw "himself captured and out-generaleds by the
youthwhom he, hut ene moment before, thoueht lost in' the splendor
ofthis borrid crimes, and won by the ghitterig trappings of infamons
gains” These were the thodehts which wrung the flinty-heart of M-
rel, and made his soul'sicken ut the prospect before him.

Hues was dnxious that Miarel shiould not be arrested; ontil he earried
the negroesto Mrs Trvin, and ‘take hiny in that act ;- but the eitizens
weie determined to-secure him, while they-could lay their hands on
him. - As the guard were taking Murel {o' the comuitting court,” he
enguired of one of tha suard who this man Fiies was, ant whetherhe
had “many " acquaintinees in the country or not? P'he suard being
anxious to hear Murel’s ideas, told “himn that Hiues was a stranger.—
“ Woll suid Marel, “he had:- better remained a steanger ; 1 have
friends. - 1 had ‘much rather be in my condition than in his*? FPhe
guard-arrived atJackson with Murel, and he was taken ints a tavern,
and guarded until a court could be formed.  While they were in ‘the
tayera, many persons came in to see Murel and |

g willing that Murel should then be

i

ives ; and Hues be:
undeceived 1o his mame; met
called bim by the name of Stewart,

his friends as they came in, who
his real name. Murel now seeing that he he

1d been deceived in the
naine as well as the character of Mr. Stewart; and he saw 'that Mr:
Stewartwas universally known by all who entered the room. His spir
its; which alittle revived at the 1déa of his man Hues being a strang-
£T, now begah to sink into a double deje-:tion. Murel, thiough a mys-
tic chief; was caught in a mystery he could not unfold.

Murel was eommitted to prisot in Februarv, 1834, and his tria] was
to'be m the July following.

CHAPTER VIL

The efforts of John A. Murel and his friends; for the destruction of
the'life and charaetér of Mr, Virgil A, Stewart.

After Murel was'seeure, Mr. Stewart and one of Mr. Henning’s
sons took atrip through the Yazoo countiy, in search of Mr, Henning’s
negroes, as Murel bad said, that they would go to that market, if they
could get through thie Choctaw pass or bayou. = Mr. Stowart. was in
hopes of interceptinig the boat on the river, before the robbers left it,
with tlie negraes; but on enquiring, boats could not go through the
bayou at that time; so they had gone to some other market. NMr. S.
was very desirous that the negrees should be found, as all the evidence
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depended on himself; and ha newlectcd his own business, which de-
m*mdr'd his presence, 1020 in search of the negrees,

Mr. Stewart had been tr: ading among the 1illhllla and new 'settlers
of the Cheetaw Purchase . for about nine months, and intended to set-
tle himself i that r‘u.l..lth and had civen his name to-somne of his
friendstas.a eandidate | or :mmh L,im[\, before e left there to visit his
friends in " Lennessee. The election came on white” My iStewart wis
enrm“-.'l in {rying to find the ncgroes which Murel had stole from My.
]-].,mnn._:\. ” |l1~~‘1l mm'!'h the L octaw i"nn RN \\'uiT ﬂlil[»lll"‘
his search for the negroes, .nnl his frends wanted him 10 m:p and-at=
tend to the t,':“""'m: s 45 1L Was W new country, and but few persongae-

quxmhd \‘,|Hl ¢ ndtljl :L'.'.‘.i'.h-_L..L-r: WEere IH‘lmf'l[ to 11X \'li-l Lh!‘

people for an aequ aiutance 3 but Mry Stewart. ke old his [rieuds, that if
he uu 5 tu m‘»ils et the U‘lh—tu"-‘e:a hie was theiton, 10 L‘lt.l,ilt]I]CLl, lih.L he
would not deserve un ofiice, or the confidence of cemnmunity.

.Llu'."‘i an Hnsic '.:'.".“;\Jlu 20 L']

Muiol's friends were exeriing themselves to screen their priece from
ated with the

M Stewnrt returned to 'ennessee.
the penite L3Iy ; and by this time they were all acqidl
fact-that- Muarel hadl oiyen a-list of their names (o M. Stewart, and
manv-of them had stood: fair in:society, and they were desperately pes-
toreds - Jasherttermsy: all the land «1:111 hoon-of Mysties were 1n.trou-
ble, a spy had yisited their camps, and had broke their goelden bowl,
and had carried off-ca) ntive their chief. 50 there wils weeping among
"Phere were but two alternatives ; they mus st

the professors ol “villainys
Ar, Stewart; or lie wotld destroy them.

either dr;s';m'; the charaeter of
Mr. Stewart’s life would: save  theix (:am‘l' frony’ the p('uii('::‘lurv' but
that would pot restore the lost-charncter of those whotn he had diselos-
ed on; it weuld only fix theirguilt, sealed with his blood, vnless-they
conld disgrace him, with dishonor, which-would diseredit-his word.

veral charges nn-l preferments, afloat against Mr,
L seon disproved themselves; or-were confuted b;

1hey seon had
Stewart ;- but they

him.
Mr. Slew u%‘L retur nrﬂl to the Choetaw Purchase, to preparesomie
hui]i“:nr‘r-:. to settle himselfin business. My, Stewart hadilelt several
ty with a man hy the name of Vess, to take care of while

trinks of property

he was gone & y Tennessee ;- but -he rematned 1o Tennessee rather

Jongerihan what lie had expec m._i aid* there beine several rumors in
1 ¢

en mwn:" throuch the -eountry, enquic-

=

the counley;, that ‘men were
ino-for M- Stewart, ‘bearing d..i‘.-, ancl \.Jlur“ stispiciots char: murs
Vess and his wile -began to be in hopes-that Mr. hmx art was actually
murdered, as be imt'* no relations in that couitry, and-h vl left several
hundred t:.-J‘i'r:U'. -worlh of propefty inthelrjoare, which they intended to
hold by frats Iz and:sheean {0 spe ak of adiministerine on My Stewarts’s
estate;and said tney I1L.Ll - copsl -Im able .lni:lllll_llw..‘h:-i. him.

lhr'u had become so certain of his death’ that they began to p.r,k
hisdaclks, to examiue the contents, which they considered as ready

won; and among tie rest, they examined a purse of silver that" they
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found 1o eneiof the chests thoy opened ; they found it eentaining Sy
dbllars, but leftit  with ouly forty-one: nine dollars sticking fast te
their fingers,

When Mr. Stewart came home, Vess and his wife were desperately
confusadiintlicy caleulated that My, Stewart svould hear of their gay-
ingthatthey lLield an aceount against bim, which they knew was false ;
aad theyknew that Mr, Stewart would miss hissilver out of his chest,
Wihen Ve, Stewart beganto unlock his ehests, Vess and his wife looked
very wild and confused's and wheo he missed his meney, he asked
them 1f they had opened his chest? 'They ‘both denied opening his
chesty butsaid that Mr.-Clanton had opeped it. - Mr. Stewart koew
that Mr. Clanton’s keys would unlock bis Jocks, and that Mr. Clanton
wasanhe liabiy of opening his chests and trunks, whenever he wanted
apgthing  that wias  in them, as they were very intimate, and- lived
nearly as one family; but My, Stewart did not believe that Mr. Clan-
ton had taken his money. - Mr. Stewart concluded te say nothing a-
beut his money, as-it would hupt the feelings of Mr.-Clanton, as he
was in the habit-of opening - his locks ;aud Mr. Stewart was-satisficd
bow his money went, but Mr. Stewart was determined to quit boarding
witii Vess,iso-soon-as he could get anather Liouse.

several weeks passedoff, and Mr, Stewart had still got no other place
to board: " "Wh
so thay put

ctip-of co

Lone evening, he staid out until after supper was over,
upper by for him-until he came in, afier he had drankone

e¢, he was taken violently sick -and eommenced vomiting.
M, Stewart- was'then suspicious that he had drank a dose of poisen.
M. Stewart rade out the next day tolook atatract of land :-and in'the
evening, as'he was returning home, he was evertaken by a-man sho
had'a holster of pistols before him.  Mr., Stewart was saturally on his
guard agaisst all strangers ; and his friends had cautioned him very
gauch to be on his watch,, and to go armed, as'they calculated, frem
the threats which bad been-made, that the friends of Mure] would en-
deavor to kitl-Mr. Stewart, to dispense with his evidenceagainst Mu-
vel; but Mr. Stewart was not armed onthatevening, which was a very
uncommon thing with him when he rode out. ~Fhe man who had o-
verteken him, enquired il he was acquainted in the country: about ‘Froy,
and bedan to make several enquiries about the people of thaticountry,
aod among others he enquied for-a family of the Glens, whom Mr.
Stewart Kiew to be of MurcPs clan. ~ The strangerasked Mr. Stewart
1f e was dcquainted with a nanu that country by the name of V. A.
Stewart. - When the [ollowing dialogue ensued :

“* Mp. Stewart.  Yes sir, just“as well as T would wish te be with
all such fellows. ,
Stranger,” - What, do.you not Iike him | sir?

Mr. Stewaré. - 1have seen people I liked as well.

oSiranger. Haye you any particular gbjection to thia f2llow:

M, Stewart. ~O:! yes, many.

Ftvangper. - 1 vou bave no gbiestion to telling vour objsctions to
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ihis Stewart, I should like to hear« them, as I dislike him very mueh
myself. .

My, Stevart-— O he istoo smart, “Interferes withithings which do
not concern hinr, - He-had no right to'take the advantage he did, of a
man by the name of Merel.

Strangeér.” Do you understand this? (ziving his hand a firt.—Mr.
Stewart answered the sign witha flirt of his hand,) ~Ohr!"yes, you are
up to it. 1 am glad to see you, sir, what is' your name 7 (shaking
hands.) |
~ Hr. Stewart. I bave several names ;. but whenever [ wish to be
very smart, or saccessful in speculation and trade, I oo by the name of
Tom Goodin. I discever thint you are a-master of mystic signs—what
15 your name; s !

Stranzer. - My name is George Aker, sir Iand am on a mission
from our council; to stop the wind ofthat d { Stewart. -~ Canyou
give mie any assistance in that matter !

Goodin. O yes,sir, T amthe very man to assist' you in that matter.
I did.not kuow that there had been a meeting on the subject; but so
doon as I heard of the nisfortune, and heard wihere Stewart lived, 1 was
soon-in  his neighborhood “waiting for a good opportunity. “1 -have
been very cautious and still, - T ave managed to get acquainted-with
Stewart, and have had some folerable good chances; but have becn
waiting for a better. =He thinks me avery. clever fellow, andT have
been waiting to get him off by ourselves.

Aker. - We collected and consalted on what plan {o pursue to de-
stroy that d d raseal, and restore the character of these “whom he
has- diselosed on. - We have got him-in ad d close boxi Heis
living with hisenemies, and the friends of some of the men wlhom he
has disclused on.  We-will give ‘him hell before we quit_him; our
plan is to get Murel out of prison, and let him go off until court; and
after he is gone from prison, pet a charge dgainst Stewart that will-de-
stroy his character before the world, andwhen court comes o, Murel
will appear fortrial, which will convince the world that he is-innocent
of the charge ; and’should Stewart evenappear, no person will believe
him, for we will prove him to- be one of the ‘d dest rascals that
Tives. ~ Murel will be acquitted, and the character of those who bave
been diselosed on will be restored ;- bntwe never intend for Stewart 1o
live until eontt,” we will kil him and disgrace -him toe. We have:it
all fixed—the fellow with whom he lives is.a good “fiiend to some.of
our'clan; and we have agreed to give himone tliousand dollars toraise
a charge aeainst Stewart; and he s a big fish—any thiog he says wiil
be believed; you knew we have some big Bugsiamong us. I am told
that beiza confidential friend of Stewart’s, and that they have frequent-
Iy done business for each other. You know that it will-becan easy
“matior for him to make a plausible accusation; but he awill not agree
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to-make the: ebarge against Stewart uptil after he ig kilied, as they
have always been very friendly, and he wants no investigation by the
young tartar. -~ We seut one fellow. before, who engaged with an old
man and his wife to. poison “himy; for oiie hundred doflarsi bat they
havemotdone it from some cause, and we are tired of waiting on them,
sosthey made up two hundred dollars for me; and sent me to déspatch
the d d traitor and if I can get no chance at him this time, before”
fleave the Purchase, wh intead to bring meu from Arkansaw with an
accusation. against him for passing counterfeit money 1o them: and in
this way get. 1he d——d traitor into our power, and when we get
him backs into the Mississippt morass we will sive him hell; we 'will
give il something to do besides acting the spy. ~ We will epeechify
him nexttime :—but I'am told that Stewart has mapaged to getacom-
pany to take up strangers who come into the neighberhood after his
scalp.

Goadin, - Yes, but liis eompany will not be in our wav, for T know
all-his customs; where he wallks, and whore hie dleeps, just as well as
he does;-—and Tam not the least suspected by any personz: soyou know
that { can fix him. i A

Aler, O! yos, Tcount iim mine now; and I will oive you ong
hundred dollars to help me get his scalp. I 'have no doubt, but tle
company . that went to get ont Murel, have got him otut more than a
week aga. - -YWhere do you live, Goodin?

Goodin. 1 am alittle 1ike a stray dog, sir, I have neither home nér
master, and stay longest where there are the best speculitions fo be
had'; though I stay mostly in the neighborhood of Commerce at pres-
ent, and sometimes work, to prevent-being suspected. I play off'occa-
sionally, 'The people think me- a good sort of a fellow, only a Tittle
wild. T have still been looking ont {or every chance that might offer
for this fellowStewart ; T have a choice scatter fan, and one fine pistol,
which T keep for the purpose of saving hisscalp; I want it very much.
—Have you ever been in this country before?

Aker. Olyes, frequently, thotgh 1 have not been much seen.—
I generally come into the neighborhood of an evenime, and leave it the
next morning before day light;owhich you kuow is the usualimode of
visiting -among mystics. L had a ¢hance’ to have seen that d d
curse some time back, at an election:at Troy ; but there was another
feliow had undertaken to despateh him then, so I'left the opportunity
pass without improving it.. ~Lhave never heard the Glens speak of you
in_this country ; did you not koow that they were speculators?

Goodin—O! yes, bt T never go among them.  You know that it
1s necessary to have seme respectable fellows 5 and you know that it
would not do for me to be among: them, as they are suspected, if I
wish to play the deep game; and to be more eertain of victory £ have
never made myself Knowa o any of the Glens, or any of the specula-
tors of this country. If you examine the list you will-find Imy name,
I"huve been looking out for Stewart. We have a5 mueh right to play
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frigke 2= they Lave, butl disltke lo a1y too great a risk for hid seals.:
Tawvonld like to have a good chance ; andyou kpow there 1s gettiog a-
way to be !}1[JI.J’;,;..{I}1.

Aler.— Dayou-think “that yeu can v 5l et toentehit, and mest
me to-morrow at-Glen’s, 1o !e L me 11".11 '.JL“ pews ¥oyou are acquainisd

1n thesettlement; and are not guspecied | i\u‘ I am- asteigor, and-1

bad rather not be seen by any. but my {riends, as this company might
calehne.

Goodin. I will meet you in tlie morning, on tie path whieh leads
from Glen's to {:?i‘:inuh-rt,t- ata }Jill_‘ of house i_a_‘a'“:, Glen ean i I yau
how to go; but: you must not let any person eome with you i the
mu!.}sur;} Or Say any thing {o Gleni'or “dny«person. ¢ 56 -about whatis
going on, We are enough to know it, as it 4 1 be awery daring acts
1 willzact for tho bost,

Ale. I will-be st the place soon in the morning. THere is one

hundred dollars.  That is not albyou will get, if vol are Sheees: st An

:!tuppi::g that d——d villains wind. You:say you have a oood seatler
gun. L you can getno otherchance, shoot bim as he sits by the fire 3

vuu can get.oif w ulm i-heing.seen, and we will - make our “escape 10
hh.mn.uv tosethier, -~ Wecan do nothing until he is killed, as we can
get no-clew at his character until:tiien, :

~ Ghoodin, —'T'hat will be o daring projects but T enter into it witha
determined mmrf, and-Fam of the epinion that yeu-had-bettér ot go
to Glen's to-night ;—hut go'with me to a respest: thle houge ofmy ae-
quiintance, where we will go to bed, and i the night | will cet my
gun and goto wliere o Stewart boards, and do what I can for himy and
return to bed before day, and Lliavé a friend whom I wishito'go with
us to-Arkansaw. Weecan then leave hishouse the next motaing, and
¥ and my fricndcan leave the neighborhood without being suspected
for the crime

Afcer. 1 lnro some p*u!mn!nr ‘mw‘t{‘u with Glen, relative tosom
tnstroctions, and they must be left with him, as he will have the b
opportnnity of i'm'-,-nml.i:: matters. - You go to your acqaintance’s
do-as you have said; but 1" had rather ot-be. seen by “any- but m_"
friends; as a stranger would be suspected miteh 'sooner thau you, !
will'go to Glen’s; but T will not miention your name to'a Im--*r soul,
as-you are 11.(a¢%,|-=‘ the same sort of a game on bita that “he p ]ul d on
us. We will'keep it all toourselves natil all'is.over; and that d——d
villain-is finished: as you have never made yourself i‘nm"u to-the other
speculators of this country. -~ Your plan is a goed one, and the best of
it 1s to-have him beat in bis own way.

[Akerand Gaodin having arrived at the plage of separation, Aker
remarked, - Well Goadin, [ wish you great suceess. We meet in
the morning at the appointed place.” The y-parted, dj’tp'lfﬂllll"n’ under
fetlow feeling and sentiments.””]

Mi. Stewart be oau to veflect on the dangerous condition e wasing
be saw himself surrounded Wy énemies who were plotting against his
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Bte. Ma was then satisfied that be had drank a dese-eof poizen the

night hefore, and ‘ad justparted withia murderous villain, who avas an

agetit'to destroy his 1He, © He refledted of the proshcct befare him in,
1 ) | ' i Ae 1520 (et i = S s

s (""I(::} meiincholy ., and {‘,a-'-"-‘_'_'fu of the'devoied iriend 1D WALCnD he ha d

borne to-Clanton,-and-his iidere st and thewsretiected an:the fell treat-

returned

ouse, for his supper, he

mentwhich he was receiving with the deepest reeret.
home, but iastead-of going’ o his }wir'iia'--'
Hied '."r toza M- SBanders’, an w[ l gentleinan of ap Aan vable dispos
after he had tak-

il

Nrs. Vess

with whom lie spent me

perwith=\r, San

i |

set supperfar him;, but-he refused io take
supped, she tnsisted very muéhion his dtink
refused,” [lc walk ed oul and gotunder a cart h:‘ff which was'leaning

any. teiling heg that he had
g Ia of caffee but-he

- 1 e
agamst the hovse, whera he conld wateh the maneuvres; and lsten to
the canversation.af Y ess and hisswiles Plie eolfee whichowasi intend-

ed for bim 1o drink; was carried te the daor ..1[.! thtowin oot when he
saw that, his blond began to-boil with reveneze.

Mr. Stewart was on flie road the next morning, by sunrise; with his

giin,; to meethis intended murderer; he reached the appainted pile of
loes, "but no Aker appeared. My, Stewart waited” for Aker anfiFten
‘clock, but hie never appeared : Mr. Stewarteonclude :i that Aker had,
weans, learned his mistake from his !‘1'%1.':u.~_~. aird J sappeared.

-otewart-hasrnever left any thing; from:which a t'_f('lllLH(:!UIL could
be n!r;".'.'r:. as to the mannper hejintended tortreat the infamons villain
whahad enghged him (o destroy his-ewn life, more than he went o
the J_{!;v'-t.:'- ed place of meetipg well“arined. Mr. Stewart certainly
saved his hie by the ingenious doee ption. he practised pu that yapacions
assassin, for had hetold his-real nus ne, he would have been shot in an
instant: for-he had® e _aims o meke-any doﬂ"rr"', while Aker was
well armed ; and there isng doubt betia sense of his perilotis -ltnmtmu
sharpeneil l1[3 wits, and prompted liim-to resort to the ingenioussirat-
agem he'practised, when, ifhe had been armed; he would bave pursued
a.different course ; Dut-the Kind protection of Providence 'was guard-
ing the safety of Mr, Stewart, and let man learn” fram the history of
this transgetion, the protection of Heaven.

Mr. Stewart retarned home in trouble and disquietinde ;" he had com-
menced building to s2ttle himself, and was apxious to commence bus-
iness; but he saw that it would not do-for bim to settle himself at that
place, whete he wassurrounded with-his enemies:.

He concluded to il.r! h the house which he had-commenced, and
then leave the country until after the trial of Joho A. Murvel, so as to
evade the operations ui' hisenemies. - He was troubled to think:that
Mr, Matthew: Clanton could behired to do him an injory, or-that hie
would: take sides with such infamous villains. ~He studied oniit for
several days, and sometimes lie would repreach himself for believing
that Clanton could be hired for so base a purpose ; apd thenhe would
soeglleet that Clanton would never join the company whick was form:
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ed-to-keep those snspicious characters ouf of the :teiglxl:anlund ~whieh
was very important to his safety. Mr. Stewart intended to move his
Boardine to-Mr. Baunders’, so soon as he conld-" e never would eat
ai' Vess’ any more, only wheb all “were eating together ; and he tried
them soveral nights, when supper wotld be prepared for just himsells
the coffee was always thrown outafter he walked out of the house.

A few days had passed off very dull with Mr. Stewart, “\hen one
morning 'he teceived ‘a letter rom-a friend “in Tennesses, swhich in-
formed Bim of John-A; Murcl’s escape from prison. . This fntelligence
vevived all that had passed with *him and George Alker,and seemed to
be a warning to leave the dangerous place which he then occupieds

Before M. Stewart had feft'the purchase, to visit his friends in
Pennesseo, at the time e was solicited to follow Jobn Ay Murzl, he
lad taken the edre of Matthew Clanton’s-business-{or abont six weeks,
intil-Clanton could o into Tennessee, after his family : as Clanton
had no-clerk; and wanted to go-after his family, Mr. Stewart consent-
ed 1o atfend to his business until he'returned’; although his owh busi-
ness cuffered for the'want of his attention during that time: Clanton
and M. Stewart had besn very friendly from their first acquaintance,
and- they pad’ been acguainted with each other in ‘Fennessce, before
they'moved into the Parehase and Mr. Stewart is one of those kind
of young rmeny who will geglect his‘own businessto befriend or eblige
a friend. ~He iz entirely devoted in matters of fricndship. ~Clanton’s
Business was a rough concern, with but little regularity.in” the way it
was managed ‘it consisted of remnints, and old goods; and such things
as eonld be sold to the Indians, and new settlers of that country.. “He
hail & day book in which'he'set dowi the runnifng accounts of those
wihant lie credited; and a-ledger in which they ‘weré posted, and@a
driweranthe writing desk; in-which he put all the-eash-that-was re-
ceived for poods, or any thing which wete sold 5-but no'cash bosk, and
wlien an article was sold for: cash, the money was deposited.an the
drawer, and no further notice was taken of it.

Mr. Stewart raised bat one new . ageount -on ~Clanton's books
swhile lie attended to his business; and that was against hiwself; for a
man by the name of Smith’s that is, the goods were for Smith; butMr.
Siewart assumed the payment of the debt, as he was owing Smith on
a runping account for corn.. The-two-accounts were open, and when-
ever Smith wanted an article from: the store it was charged, and when
Mr. Stewart wanted corn he oot it from Smith.  Mr. Stewart could
have paid Swmith the money for his cotn, just as easily as he could pay
Clanton for his goods ; ‘but he bartered with Smith to throw the-money
snto the hands of Glanteh, whom he believed' to be his (tiends~ So
when Mr. Stewart wanted any thing frot the store for himself; he paid
the money into- the drawer, as he hiad one running accounton the
books for Smiths  Paring the six weeks, Mr. Stewart had got five ov
gix dollars worth-of articles for himself, and teok in more than ninety
dollars from others, for spirits and different articles, ~This amount
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was thrown into the drawer inone common pile. as it was received by
Jittles 5 but when a regular customer paid his account on the book, the
receiptof the amount was entered under the account.

Clanton returued home and received his business from the hands of
Mr. Stewart, and was highly pleased with the way. Mr. Stewart had
managed his business during Lis absence,  Mr. Stewart seitled the
account be had raised for Smith, with Clanton, and paid over all the
woney which he had collecled, and what he had received for goods =old:
Clanton was so pleased with. the way Mr. Stewart had attended to his
business during his absence, that he complimented liim witha lot in‘a
Ittle place which he had laid off for a town ; but he had not-bosy ofier-
ed a large bribe at that time, to traduce the character of M. stewart,
or.perhaps. we  would liave heard a different siory from Mr. Clanton,
asto the honor of Mr. Stewart. Thotoh at that tivie Mr. Stewart had
uotinterfered with the proceedings of viliains : he thea had 1o legion
of devils to plot his destruction :—no mystic. lords had thep been ex-
posed by Mr. Stewart, whose-fate depended on-his destriction. Clan-
ton then had nosinducements tosact disfionests and e could then be.
licve Mr, Stewart an honorable young man. G :

M. Stewart havine acquitted himsolf of Clanton’s business, he left
the Parchase, for Tennessee, in January. 1834, on private bosiness,
where he was solicited by his friend, My, Henning, to follow John A.
Murel, and try to'regain his negroes which had been stolen from his
possession . '

Mr. Stewart quit Clanton’s business in January, 1834, and the May
following Clanton took exceptions to the way My Stewart had manared
his business, by charging him with dishoner, and said that ke had not
patd-for the goais which he had got for himself from the store, while
he bad attended to his businessi—This accusation was made by Claa-
ton, -about one wmonth after: Mx. Stewart had returned home fro Ten-
ne&see and the second day after-he had heard that John A. Marel had
made his escape from prison. . The only reason that Clanfon conld nd-
vance for his accusation against Mr. Stewart was, thathe had not made
an account of-the articles which he had got for himsslf, instead of pay-
ing for them :—recollect that Mr. Stewart had one Unning account an
theboaks for Smith 3 and he did not wish to have a complexed account;
for that reason lic paid for the articles which he got for hitnsell. - My,
Stewart 1s not acquaintéd with the rules and custoins of elerks, neither
did Ire consider himself Clanton’s clerk ;- he considered himself his -
gent, and attended to all his business as an agent.”  Mr, Stewart could
see no difference in paying for an article;, and using it himself, and
seling it to another min ; and there is no difference with an honest
mae. . Clanton could, with equal propriety, demand an accountof ey-
ery-article which was sald for cash by Mr. Stewart, which 1s contrary
to bis mode of doing business; for Clanton used tio cish bookin his
establishment, = If ‘Clanton was honest in his accusation: against Mr,
Stewart’s honor, why this delay of five months before he made his aca
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susation #—he had time’to examine his business before he received it
fram the hands of M. Stewart, and after Mr. Stewart was goneto Ten-
pessee, C I.m on'‘gpenéed s I!LIIIL*; and chests-whenever | he wanted any
of -his tools, insteaments, bogks, or any thing he had :—tbis was'a lib <
erty that f’ur. Stewart ¢ IEov ed hlm anl thm:rri.t it nothiny more than
a ﬂ arkiof conli !m o friens np' dll(l we sec Mr. btm&mtlu:;in:‘ nine
dellars from’ bis che wl, and saving pothing about'it, because Clanton
wis in the }mtm of ‘unlocking it s—this he dooe 10 save the feelin 1gs of
Clanton, because he belieyed ‘Clanton to be'an honest man; :U:d he bs-
lieyed that Vess and his wife had wken his money {rom the r-ui. and
would thep put.Clanton-under censure to sive 'cuf'-:':':..qu-:-:. Clinton
had every opj! ortunity to L"{“il‘ii.(.‘ the acticles which M. Stewart bad

£ Iy M € s
oot from-his store for fonr ionths = and if e believed that Mr. Stew=-
art 1u 1 HOL ; 1) W "1' W lJ'll-l E'.i' '.rult L E] j "L... .l\ ore i!!: i:.!.i-
closed tit? ynavhy G F~mn:: {L uw-'i his ‘accusation ’mu’ 50

nens; sl!.l! S0 So0n as this

ey i e
SAt1001S u!‘,._:Ll.li.."t

Was the case hi
he honor of N Stewart;

Wihen: Clinton-made his aecusation against Mr, Stewart, lie alfected
to be wery sorry, and whencver- he spoke of it hedissetibled regrst :
this was his stratagem to_give effoct to his base accusation, - Yes, he
could haye wept over M, | Stewart, and shed a flood of crocodile tears
for & few inore dollars, - Mr. Stewart was then couvinced thar Clanten
vas the man whom GeoreeAker had alluded to, for the matter had
then been fairly demonstrated by the charge made,  Mr. Stewart re-
turned Clanton the (cwa lot which he had been complimented with by
Clanfon; and told bhim that he would not receive any thing from the
hands of & man who would charge him with déaiw--mr. Mr. Stewart
was advised by a friend, (whose experience enabled him to hm,mc r
the base treatment he'was recelying.) to settle }:1: businessin the Pur-
chase,-and go out ol the influcnice and power of his enemies. ~ M,
Stewart, knowing that hislife was in danger so long as lie remamed
where he-was, concluded to go-to ‘Lexington Kentucky, and prepare
the Imh ieationof Johin:A, .rlun I's confessions and plans against com-
munity, together with their plans against his life and eharacter. . The
foraier he considered due 1o his country, and the latter due to himself
apdfdends. - He selecteil Lexington, because he had private business
at that lJldL-L, and he considered that Ih, would be secure from the op-
erations of his enemies in that eity, as apy other. Tu-afew davs Mr.
Stawart had 8is business so arrenced-that he eonld ledve it ; and when
he was prepared Lo start, he iold Clanton that whenever he waseonvine-
ed that he had acted dishoporubly towards him, to publish it to the
world; butgautioned hitm of the bad: consequences of being oo pre-
matare iu his.conclusions and engagements,

Mr. Stewatt left the Porchase for Lexington, Kentugky :—he pass~
-#d through hiz old neizliborhood in Tennsesee, sad speat @ fer dags
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with his friends, and the community for whom he had risked so must,
and enthrawled himself in so many-dangers and difficulties; and ins
corred the never dying hatred of a host of Spirits, who are more wicks
ed and revengeful than the Prince of Darkness; but Mr. Stewart looked
on his labors as lost, and himsell injured, for Murel had escaped from
prison, and left him nothing for his dangerous adventures only the. jns
formation which Murel had given,  Mr. Stewart was no company for
his friends, neither were there enjoyments in those objects around him
with which he was once delighted :—he is one of those noble spirited
youtns who regards his honor and character as being all that are worth
living for, and the least lnfringement on- either is caleulated to render
him wanbappy ; and he saw himself surrounded with a legion of devils
and slanderers, whose fate depended on his destruction i—their plan
of operation he had learned from one of their clan, and that they were
operating, he eould have no doubts ; under siich reflections as these,
there were nothing but the thunders of slander continually roaring in
his ears :—their designs against his life had become a small matter with
biin, when compared with their designs for the destruction of his char-
acter.

Ina short time after Mr. Stewart had left the Purchase, Clanton and
his ‘agents had it circulated over the country, that Mr. Stewart lad
stolen a quantity of goods from Clanton and run_away. Such reports
Were very mortilying to the feelings of Mr. Stewart ; and he started on
to Lexington to prepare the publication, which he bad designed for the
public, so soon as the trial of John A. Murel was.over; bui now that
Murel had made his escape from prison before his trial, Mr; Stewart
deemed it his duty to lay before the world all the confessions and plans
of John A. Murel and his clan against community :—and here we are
led to pay a tribute of respect to the nobleness of heart, ang magnan=
imous feelings of Mr. Stewart ; even 10 a man whown he knew to be of
the basest and most corrupt principles ; and agreeable to the confus.
ions of his awn tongue, his hands often dyved in the blood of his fellow-
beings. Yet we see Mr. Stewart withholding the horrid confessions,
designs, and life of Murel, as given by himseif, from even his best
friends ; and divulging nothing on Murel before his trial, only what
was connected in some way with the crime, for which he was then
prosecuted, that he might have a fair trial before the iegal representas
tives of his country, for the crime which he was then to answer for,
This Mr. Stewart done, that the people might not be prejudiced to une
reasonableness against Murel, until after his trial, that law and justice
might be administered.

A short time afier Mr. Stewart left his friends in Tennessee for Lex-
inglon, John A. Murel was retaken in Alabama, as wus supposed, di.
recting the operations of his plans; and as Mr. Stewart was the only
evidence on the part of the state, he was immediately followed by a
Young gentleman to inform him of the re-capture of John A. Murel.
M, Stewart returned to Madison county, and waited until Murel's iri-
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al, which took place in July, 1834, After Murel was re-taken, his
friends were the mere industrious in trying totraduce the character
of Mr. Stewart, as théy were disappointed in their favorite plan of gel-
ting Mr. Stewart into their pewer, by the filse accusationof his having
passed counterfeit money to them in Arkansaw, When Clanton first
made is accusation against Mr. Stewart, it was done to excite suspl-
cion in_the minds of Mr. Stewart’s’ friends in the Purchase, so as 10
enable his acéusers from Arkansaw to carry him off to Arkansaw, to
answer fo their accusdtions against him ¢ where they intended to tor-
tiire him to death.. Mr. Stewart has many warm friends in the Pur.
chase, whose confidence 1t was necessary to shake, before their de-
signs could have been effected, and that was their stratagem (o accom=
plishit:—and we have other corresponding evidence which agrees with
the assertions of George Aker in that matter:—which is the copy of a
Jetter that was found in the possession of John A, Murel, by the Shen T
of Madison county, some short time after he was re-taken.®  This let«
ter directed certain individuals of his clan how to proceed with ‘their
aceusation from Arkansaw, against Mr. Stewart ; but when they were
disappointed in their fiendish purposes, and Murel again in the iron
grasp of the faw, before their bloody designs against Mr. Stewart cordd
be accomplished, and the time of trial drawing near, their hopes were
all bung on the aceusation which Clanton bad made against Mr. Stew-
a4tfs Honor ‘—and Clanton and his agents began to discover, that all
who were well acquainted with Mr. Stewart, Jooked on his accusations
with contempt, so they saw the'necessity of supporting his charge with
more substantial reasons, and enlarging it." Mr. Stewart had been
keeping house for several years before he moved to the Choctaw Pur-
chase, and when he started to move he packd up all his china-ware,
and table furniture in a chest, and carried it with him, as he expected
to need it at some future day. Al these things Clanton accused Mr.
Btewart of zetiing from his store, notwithstanding they had been used
for several years. This'be done to nake his charge of asmuch conse-
guence as possible, by reporting that Mr, Stewart had fitted himself
out for hause-kéeping from his store, and had not'aceounted for it on
the books ; but as Providence would have it, Mr. Stewart was among
his old neighbors, “who knew that he had kept house, and some of
them had assisted him in packing up his furniture to move, so the en-
Jargement upon the accusation was equally disrespected with the first.
Mr. Stewart was very secluded after he returned to Madison county,
unbil after the trial of Jolin A. Murel was over, as his mind was alive
to all the marvellous and strange circumstances which had attended
him, in his adventure, from the commencement. He was led to be-

- % This letier was read in court as evidence against Murel, and is filed in the
¢lork’s.office in Malison connty.  This copy of the letter was retained by Murel
40 preserve uniformity in their conduct, I have no ecopy of the letier, or it
would hayve besn given in this phblication, ' ' St e
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fieve, that he was directed and pretected by a auperior:power, whess
guardian protection took up and unfolded every plan which was laid
for. lus destruction, and defeated his enemies in all their designs a-
gainst him.  Mr. Stewart was never heard to express a harsh genti-
ment against Clanton until he heard the enjargenient of his accusation,
as- be was not fuily satisfied on that subject until then, as he did not
know what management had been employed by Vess and his wife 1o
their designs with: Clanton, for be looked on those two people as he
would too fiends of hiell, who were prepared to commit the most Horrid
crimes thatdlie’ imagination is capable of conceiving although other

- ¥

circumstances were conclusive against Clanton, yet Mr. Stewart was
loath to relinquish him, and whenever he spoke of Clanlon, it was
with allowance ; and would observe, that he not only deserved Clan-
ton's confidence, but bis eternal respect :—but syhen Mr. Stewart
beard that Clanton had included all his furniture which he had. been
vsing for several years; his resentment was as obvious as Clanion’s
guilt was apparent, for that was a matter in which Claniton could-not
be:misled unless he wished to be.  Mr. Stewart is one of those young
men who is devoted mn his friendship, generous in iis sentiments, and
true 1o his country ; and where he has once felt a particular respact,
his friendship 1s almost implacable.  Mr. Stewart was too well known
for their base machinations to effect his testimony, and too wany had
proved.the honor of Mr. Stewart to believe that it was sworth no more
thanfive dollars. or that he would treat Clanton. with injustice.

The trial. of John A. Murel-came on, and the court house was
crowded to-overflowing, with the -deeply anxious speciators, who
erowded around to hear the mystic web of Murel’s daring feats of vil-
lainy unravelled before the jury that were to decide this imporfant
case, in which comnmunity were so deeply interested.—The witness,
Mr. Virgil A. Stewart, was called—he appeared. before the court and
waiting congregation, and was sworn ;:—he then commenced his evi
dence, by giving a narrative of his adventare, and developing all the
circlnstances and occurrences whieh led to the  intreduction snd. e«
quaintance with Murel and himself. Frequently giving the subject of
thieir conversation, and the language of the prispner, as he expressed
himself, when in the company of the witness, and all those feats of vil-
Isiny, denominated and distinguished by the prisoner, asthe feats of this
elder brother ; together with the manner in whicl the prisoner made
himself known to the witness, as being this elder brother himself. - He
gave the occurrences and subjeets of conversation. as connected with
the confessions of the prisoner, both before and after he made himself
known as the; elder brother; aud the wonderful ac tor of those feats
which he bad related.

The witness commenced his testimony in the afternoon, and was
stopped at dark, and the next-morning resumed his place before the
court, and finished his evidence : He was many hours engaged in ma-
king his disclosures; and was then cross-examined by the prisoner’s

A
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gounscl, on the evidence he had given in, on the preceding day. i
answers were clear and satisfactory to all but the prisoner and his
friends. 'The maaner of Murel’s detecti ion, having disclosed on his
friends, they were afraid to appear in court, for fear of being known,
and dealt with as such ; this misfortune of Murel’s had disarmed him ;
for had "it not been for that, he could bave proved any thing that he
wanted by his clan; but now that their names were on a list which
was given to the witness, by Murel himself they would not dare to
yenture into court to his assistance,

Murel and his clan, failing to destroy the evidence of Mr. Stewart,
they endeavored to prove llml he was interestied in the conviction of
Murel and that parson tienning had hired him todetect John A. Mur-
él; and got a man by the name of Rubin McVey, who was an enemy
to Mr. Str.\warl, to come intc court and swear, that Mr. Stewart had
told him the fict; but he, like all other liars; was caught in his own
net, not Mr. Humr',; his story had so many centradictions in it, that
it was 0o evidence.  Mr. Siewart was prepared to prove that McVey
had sworn toa lieg but the prosécuting counsel considered his evi-
dence had proven itself’ to be a lie. . So lar frem Mr. Stewart being
hired 1o undergo the danger which he has done, o this adventure, he
would not even receive a present of a handsome suit of clothes which
parson Henning wished to purchase for him, as he had spent more than
a month in riding after his negroés, Parson Henning was anxious to
make Mr. Stewart a handsome present, as a token of his gratitude, for
the kindness of Mr. Stewart; but he would not accept it.

A specimen of malignant hatred.  McVey ruins himself, by trying
to do Mr. Stewart an injury. Mr, Stewart never considered McVey a
man of honor, and for that reason he would noy associate with him,
wiich was the spleen,

Mr. Stewart’s evidence was supported by the first class of gentlemen
that the country afforded.

John A. Murel was found guilty of nezro stealing, and sentenced
to the penitentiary for ten years, at hard labor,

During the pleadings; a- Mr, Brown, ane of Murel’s lawyers, bore
on the feelings of Mr. Stewart in an unwarrantable and dishonorable
manaer, for which Mr. Stewart was deternined to give him a Stansber-
ry reproof, so soon as he could meet him on the street; but he was
pruwnwd by his friends, who were old men, and he felt IIlIu‘-L” bound
10 respeet their adyice und request,  Thus ended the trial and convies
tion, of the great Western Land Pirate, who has reduced villainy to a
system, and stecled his heart against all the human family, except those
who will consent to be as vile us himself

CHAPTER VIIL

Bome {ime aiter the trial of John A. Murel, Mr. Stewart left Madi:
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won county, for Lexington, Kentucky, with the intention of preparing
the publicatien of the Life. Confessions, and designs, of Murel and
his clan, apainst community, together with their base, and horrid ot
forts, and designs, which had been made and employed against his life
and eharacter ; which duty he considered due (o his country and him-
self’s and which he was determined to perform, wotwithstending the
dangcrous conseqnences attending it were fairly presented to him in
all the most hideous forms of dangerand horror which the imagination
18 capable of conceiving, by the private agerits of the clan, wlio came
in the garb of friends to Mr. Stewart. Al such stratageins as thesc
have been employed with Mr. Stewart, to déter hin: from publishing,
to the world, their black and horrid deeds; awful designs, and unnatu.-
ral purposes.  Yet we see Mr. Stewsrt moving on with a firm nerve,
to the performance of what he conceived to be his duty, undaunted by
all theé fictious of horror and death, whicli they were capable of present-
ing to his imagination. .

As Mr. Stewart was going on to Lexington, he furned off from"the
main road, and went into Perry county, to see a gentleman who had
written to him concerning purchasing a tract of land whichiMr."Stew.
art owned, n the state of Mississippt ; as it was not much out of his
way, and he had been advised by his {riends to go 4 circuitous rout, Lo
evade any efforts of bis enemies that might be attempted, by following
or intercepting him on the way. Mr. Stewartattended to his business
in Perty county, and then intended to cross Tennessee river above
Perryville, and go by the way of Columbia and Nashville, but the de-
termined perpetrators of erime and iniquity were too eager 1o glut
their never dying vengeance, by tnbruing their hands in the blood of
Mr. Stewart; (and they caleulated 1o gain the possesston of those hated
documents, which had caused them so much unhappiness and disqui-
etude, with their victory over Mr. Stewart, which would greatly enrich
their conquest, and double the value of their prize; as'it would not on-
ly destroy the repugnant cause, but it would erase the more Jreaded
and hated effect, by preventing a publication to which they felt such
an aversion,) to suffer him to leave the Country without their know!s
edge, notwithstanding his precaution in not letting the time be kiown
to even his best friends; until’ he was prepared to start,  Mr. Stewart
had got on one of those long-stretches, where there were no fouses for
several miles, on the road from Jackson o Patton's ferry on Tennessee
river, ih a broken hilly courtry ; as he wasdescending one of those
hills, he was suddenly stopped by three armed men, who had been
concealed behind trees, until he had arrived within a few rods of them.
The man ou his right ordered him to dismount from his horse ; but
Mr. Stewart refused, notwithstanding the superior number and arms
which he saw around him, whose hostile vengeance were depicted in
every countenance, as they stood with the instruments of death grasped
in the willing hand, and expected every moment to feel the fatal mes-
senger of death, with his chilling: power, cooling the warm fluids of
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Tifé which flowed in his heart.  He saw himself-in the very jaws of
death ; but the grim monster did nut unmanthe firm and re solute Stews
art: he was determined to sell his life as dear as-possible; and die de-
fending the sacred oift, which hie had received from hig eteator ; or at
Teast avoid the aw{ul and cruel death of torture, which he knew the
fiends, who had him in their power, would gladly mbiet,—and sport a-
round the hideous alter with gay derision, glorying in.the sacrifice

they. were offering to their Mystic Deity, Mr. Stewart was armed with
nothing but a small pistel, which he hatl no more than wn haurs be-
fore taken from his portmanteau, and p'mm-u in“his sid e poeket for
conveniences and a.good strang dagger whicl he carried in his bosoms
The assassifi on his right, who was within about two rods of Mr. Srew-
art; was afmed with a large fowling piece, and the mun on-his left was
armed with a good looking rifle, and the monster who stood by a tree;
which was nearest to the road, placing him nearlyin frony, but at sonie

* distanice before, was armed witlia horseman’s pistal, “Thus displayed,

forming atriangle, intowhich Mr. Stewart had eotere »d. T'he assessin
on his awlu appeared 1o be the commander, and after he had order :i
Mr. Stewart todismotint several times, and still advancing until he we
within eight or nine feet of him, he then halted, and asked Mr. ‘\t:‘w-
art if he mlcmlvci to dismonnt ["rnm s horse,—to wlhieh euqum’ he
cave d negative answer. The assassin commenced leveiling his picee
on-hiw, but Mr. Stewart being very cxpert in the use of a Ew-mt fired
at the assassin’s face ; the ball struck him on the cornerof his forehead ;
he fell back :1;1:}1lrt=nllf' I=1[ fess, and as he fell, his guo fired, but the
muzzle had dre appe ' neariy to tllr ground, dm# the countents struck the
earth, |d" after it passed under the belly of Mr. Stewart’s iorse,  ‘Fhe
assassin: who was pn‘trni on bis left, presented his rifle and fired, but
without e¢ffect.  The assassin v'nu was sltationed in front, wil h the
horsetnan’s pistol, seeing that Mr. Stewart had drawn no other pistol;
only the cue which he h yad iuf“.i,t'nn(.'.im!:'-tl that Mr. Stewart was then
unarmed, so-he, to make sure shot, adyinced within a few feet of Mr.
Stewart, and levelled the q:iuh}i at'his breast ;- but just as’he was bear-
ing on the trigger, ‘tIr Stewart threw his empty pistol, with- all his
power, al the face of the ass I‘-»Hltl, antl struck him over one eye, and a-
eross the nose—the assassin’s pistol s Wp ped, and fell from his hand.
He spurreid forward -his horse, and made several strokes at the assassin,
but he could not get near enough to him for the tull force of his strokes
to be received b'r' the assassin :—while. he was engaged in trying to
kill this fellow with his di aggor, the other assassin, who had the I'Iﬂ:.
gave him two blows with his heavy rifle—the last blow was rece m.-ﬂl
on the back part of the neck, just where the head. and neck joins,
which came very near uujnmlln: his neck, though it did not (II-«UII"WC
himh: from his horse..  He found that he was b.ull\' wounded, and lll_.
took himself to flight; and after he bad gone thirty or forty yards from
the scene of action, the horseman’s pl.:ml was fired at him ; one Q]iot
passed slightly through his left arm.  Mr. Stewart had get about thres
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miles from where he had received his wound, when he was compelled
to dismountdrom, his horse from execruciating pain. . He selected a
thick wond, in a dale, under the brow-of a steep. hill, fora stopping
place, ashe hoped that its {riendly protection would obscure him from
the view of the merciless assassins ; as he was then ton far exhausted
to eontend any longer for his life=>He remained in this wood until
the next day, being unable to leave it. ~ He had frequent fits of deliri-
um during the night, and the next morning he began to reflect on his
unhappy-conditiony and perhaps not in possession of his proper mind
from his resolutions. He reflected on the dangers which surrounded
bim, until he came to the conclusion that it was his duty to leave A-
merica.  His mind being fised on its purpose of departure, he directed
his course for Columbus, in the state of Mississippi.

His sufferings were great; but he still travelled until he reached
near the centre of the Chickasaw nation, where he was compelled to
stop travelling for several days.. He lay at the ‘hut of an old Indian
who treated him.with. great kindness.  He continued his journey to
Colambus g0 soon as he was able to ride, where he intended to take
water for Mobile, at which city he intended to leave his documents
and papers in the hands of a friend; to prepare for the press: but he
was disappointed in getling a bont for Mobile. Sy he concluded to
take water from some point on the Mississippi river; but he was ta-
ken down before his journey was completed, with a return of the in-
flammatory effects of the wound in his head. And his travelling =o
long before lie would give up, greatly augmented the severe pain which

he endured ; but he was compelled fo yield the giant reselutious of
the mind to the weakness of a wounded and fainting body, that ap-
peared to be relaxing in power for a dissolution ; his fits of delirium
became alarining, and he began to consider his recovery as very un-
certnin’; and made such arraigements as he wished, coneerning him-
sell-and hisaffuirs. By his request, ['had enwaged to perform his
wishes, and take charge of all his business and “papers.

Mr. Stewart is recovering his health and mind, both of which have
been greatly injurcd.




BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
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Mr. Virgil A. Stewart,
P

ITe was born in Jackson county, in the state of Georgia, of respedt-
table parentage, and was remarked for his steady habits while very
young—a young man who is governed by high and honorable motives
—of liberal and independent sentiments—honorable and correct in his
dealings—grateful to his frieads, and has many peculiar traits of char<
acter.  He is'hated and dreaded by all villains—respected, and es-
teemed, in every country where lie has lived, by its best citizens.

‘The following declarations of sentiments are given for the satisfacs
tion of those who are disposed to enquire into his merits.

“STATE OF GEORGIA, \
Jackson Counry. [

The undersigned, citizens of said state and county, do certify that
we have been acqu: inted with Mr. Virgil A, Stewart, formerly of this
county, now of Madison county, and state of lnnnocwee for a number
of ye .::- (and some of us from his infancy) and that he has clways
suppuu ted a respectable and ‘honorable character, and we take a plea-
sure in recommending him to the confidence oi the citizens-of what-
saever country he may visit, assuring them that we entertain no fears
of his ever.doing any act derogatory to lis character as an American
citizen, or in the least caleulated to forfeit the confidence, to which he
is herein recommended,

: Givep under our hands, 15th February, A, D. 1833.
William E. Jones, L. L. D John Appleby,
Giles Mitchel, L. L. D. Geo. F. Adans,
George R. Grant M. D James D). Smith,
David Witt, Lc:q. Floyd W. Shackleford,
Middieton qu, L. L. D. E. C. Shackelford,
H. Hemphill, Augustus J. Brown, Esq.
William Cowan, Esq, A. Ci Bacon,
Green R. Dulm Lewis Chandler,
LA, K. Lowry, Wm. Niblock,
Wm. E. Davis, G. M. Lester,




Fohn Muckleliansa, doha Parck, Mug

Johp Carmicheal, Wm. Park,

Wm. N. Wood, Samuel dener Cal.

Charles Bacon, J. W, Glen, Taq

John-Lindsey, John § ]IdC]x!LfUId

Samuel Watsony James Nabers,

W. H. Jones, dames Orr,

Wm. Morgan, George Shaw, Maj.

Jackson Bell, Wm. D. Martin, Ksq.

Jumes Cunningham, M. D. Charles Witt, ;
GEORGIA,

Jackson County. }

I Sylvanus Ripley, Clerk of the superior and inferior Courts of said
County, do-herehy certify, that. T am acguainted with Mr, Stewart, the
persen named in the above rccom mudalmn, and believe him to be
of good moral character, and also with the persons whose names are
signcd to the same. ~ As prolessionally connected who are entitled te
the same.

Given under my hand and secal of office, the 27th day of February,
4. D, 1833,

SYLVANUS RIPLEYX, Clerk.

GEORGIA,
Jackson CounTy. }

I, Edward Adams one of the Judges, and Chairman of the Inferior
Court for the county aforesaid, do herebv certify, that Sylvanus Ripley,
who-gave the abave ce tfificate is the. Clerk of said Courts, and that his
acts as such as are entitled 1o all due faith and credit; and I further
certify, that"1 am™ well sequainted “with Mr. Virgil A. Stewart, and
hedrnh accord with the sentiments expressed by the above respectab!c
eitizens of this eounty. _

Given under my hand and seal of office, the 27th- day of Fehruary,

s

A.D. 1833,
EDWARD ADAMS, 4, L C.

e m—

&TATE OF TENNESSEE, }

MapisoN County.

The undersigned, citizens of said State and eounty, do eertify that
we have been acqueinted with Mr. Virgil A. Stewart; ever since he -
omigrated Gom the Siate of Geoigia to this seunty, and that he wew
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supported a eharaster ot Airmnessand unsullied honor, ;
Given under our hands, the 15th day of Mareh, A. D. 1834,
John Henningy William Evans,
William Long, Mathias Boon,
Byrd Hilly John Givius,
Thomas Loftin, R, H. Byra.

——

The following is the declaration of sentiments exprossed by the cit-
izens of  Madison county, and community towards Virgil AL Stewart,
for his intrepidity. in ferreting out the conducet, and capturing John A,
Mutel, the great Western Land Pirate.

S STATE OF TENNESSEE, 4
Maprsony Counry. }

We, the undersigned citizens of said State and county, feeling sen-
sibly the obligation which we are under to Mr, Virgil A. Stewart, for
the many dangers which he has encountercd with courage and intre-
pridity, 1a ferreting out. the Land Pirate; John A. Murel, and bringing
him to justice, present the amonnt annexed to our names as a donation
and: token of our gratitude, for the important-and dangerons services
rendered by Mr. Stewart, in capturing said: Pirate. Believing, as we
do, that be is emtitled to i, for the loss of time, and expenses which
were necessarily incurred, by Mr. Stewart for the public good :—and
we mean further, by this subseription and declaration of sentiments, to
manifest to the world our approbation and applause, for the course
pursued by Mr, Stewart, and nft onily appreciate his courage, but dis-
countenance the odivin which has been attempted at his character, in
pursutng so.disagreeable a course for the good of commiunity :—and
we further consider, that he deserves to'be protected and upheld, by
all society, inthe course he has pursued.

William Armour,
Allen Deberry,

Jacob Hill,
William Taylor.

A. Patton, C. T, Harris,

B. W. Burrow, James Voss,

M. Chalmers, H. S. Ross,
Labon Dodson, Gabriel Anderson,

M. Deberry, Jahn Garison,

M. Cartmel, D. L. McDonald,

B. W. Perry,
Samuel Givens,
¥. C. Edwardas,
E. H. Childers,.
samuel Hays,
Jd. H. Rawlings,
Mills Durdia,

Alfred Sharp,
S. Sypret,
George Hicks,
John Harrison,
John Burrow,
F. McKenzie,
E. McKnighs,
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Thomas Campbell, A- Hutehens,

R. H. Lake; —G. Spider,

Hazael Hewett, John T. Porter,
H. R: Laey, Philip Worlick, .
John Sanford, Mathias Boon,
Ziebulon Jackson, Thotnas H. Shores.

G Slayion,

I, Mathias Deberry, do hereby cerlily that [ am, and have been, the
Sheriff of the county aforesaid, for a number of years, and that I am
personally acqnainted with all the persons whose names appear to the
above declaralion of sentiments, and take pleasure in testifying, to all
whoin it may councern, that they are of the most honorable and respect-
able class of eitizens of our State ; and that the above declaration of
sentiments, towards Mr. Stewart, has been subscribed to by all of the
like characters, who have had an opportunity presented, as far as I have
reason to believe ;—and that the above subscription was unsolicited on
the part of Mr. Stewart. : T

Given under my hand, at Jackson, the 20th day of September, A.
D, 1834, - - MATHIAS DEBERRY, Shenfl,”

—— ()

The following is the copy of a letter, written by Virgil A. Stewart,
to one of his friends, in-which we are enabled to discover many traits
of his character and disposition.

“ Mapison County, September 15, 1834.

Dear-Sir:—I received your kind letter of the 10th. I am’ truly
grateful for the manytokens.of friendship which you have manifested
towards me, and your kind advice, which your age and experience would
compel-me to respect, exclusiveof the.deep interest which, [ have every
reason-to believe, you -have long felt in my welfare and- happiness.
You manifested sowme fears that I would endeayor to avenge myself on
the person of Matthew Clanton 3 but be assured, sir, that 1 have no
such intentions; votwithstan®ing I ecasider he deserves my greatest
abliorrence, vet 1 had mucn rather he should live to enjoy the tortures
of a réproaching conscience, and the rich infamy for which he bartered
his principles, than to staip wy bands and character with _his blood.
Vengeance helougs to our Croator alone, ander whose guardian: pro.
tection L Inok for ample support in that matter. T will unfold Lis in-
famous conduet, und present things 1o the world as they are,
and. let an enlightened world judge between me and Matthew
Clanton.. *So long as I was doubtful on the point of his being
misled by-others, | frained as miny excuses for him as 1 could; and ex-
amined 4l my conduct. to see if it was calculated intheleast to'excite
suspicion. L was also cantious of speaking derogatory ‘of his charac-
ter; for 20 long as I could have had the least skadew ef belief thas
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Mntthew €lanton was honestiin his charge against me; and that any
rmpradent conduct in me had been caleulited 1o excite hissius icinn
af my honor, L would:sooner have sought refuse fton the unjust re-
proach of thesporldy among the savage haunts nf the for st, ‘where the
track of civilizt ' man bas-never yet baen madé, than to hive uttered
‘one wordsthat wonld have becn the least calculated to injure his char-
acter, - Xes, sir; F'had rathérspend my days amongsuvage haunts, where
there 18 ro sound ‘but that-of beusts of prey, and. savage yells to bhe
heard,” with.the peice of ‘consdience; thun- to enjoy all the plaudits
and honors of an admiring worid, with-the bitrer reflection, that my
enjoyment had cost the destruction of the happiness or character of.one
inaocent fellow-being. . Be assured; Sir, that I will never resort to Vi-
aolence and rashness, unless it is provoked, and 1 could resort 10 sueh
& course only while in the heuat of passion, whieh I shall never encour-
age. Lwill endeaver-to be govered-hy mere laudalle priuciples.
L'feel the truest pleasure in seeinyg and knowine that ny friends.and
commuunity, resent the dishonorable treatment | received from M.
Brown in his sophistical pleadings. . And I would here remark,. that
the assumed privilege  of abuse, calumny, and sarcasm on williesses
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(when unsupported in it by good evidence,) by the gentlemen of e
bar, s calculated, in the highest degree, to-retard. the operation of law
and justice,—and if all ‘men  were of my opinion on that subject, it
would be relinguished by them, only when supported by unquestiona-
vle evidence. :

~1wish to remind you of the unfuir-propositions, orrather syllogisma,
in the syllabus of his pleadings.

Lst. ‘He declared that 1"had acted  with deception, ‘and practised a
falsehiood “on. John Al Murel; in procuring his confidence, by repre-
senung myself -as & horse hunter, and a villain = and contended - thit
he, who will act a falsehoosd or practise a deception, witll, or thé next
step s to swear to it:—and therefore I deserved no credit—and should
not-be credited, or-respected-by a human being, &ec.

2ud. He represented ‘me as the friend of Johu A. Murel, and de-
clared, that'a man who'would  betray the: confidencessfhis confiding
fricnd .was-a villain, and that 1 had bessayed the confidénce »of thy
confitling friend i—therefore Twas a villain, &¢.

To the ahove dishonorable and unfuir mode of reasoning, (in @ court
of juitice at-loust,) T thus veply-to Mr-Brown. . When L went aftor
Joln" A, Murel, I was not after a fiientl; but.an enemy to me, and
all “honest - community, whose ~oulriges wore  insufferable , and
whose systematical plans evadediall attempts of the daw to brine him
10 justice. T'hastlay the insulted dignity of -our national mstitutions,
wiich were erected  and - establisiled for - the protection.of our
Jives, libarry an prapaity, trampled under the fhot of that daring in.
cenalary and his Piratical fegion; who gloried in the carpage they were
Bakior 10 oar proparty,-and the disquistide they produced in' the so-

il sands of wristy Raving B their enyd, the destroction of both the
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former and the latfer. In my opposition. to: this formidable. Bandiiti, [
honestly considered - that [ was authorized to imitate the acts of our
areat men of the nation;-as the biography of our great men are given
as a pattern and guide for the youth of the rising generations, and 16
which I amimidebied {or the most of my-little knowledge of mgn, and
the physiet! world :—and whose opifitons and acts, we are bound 1o
respect fn proportion to the renown of the actor. :

As'to the deceptions I practised on John A. Murel, in ohtaining his
confidcuee and disclosutes; I refer you to the following:in jusufication
ol'my acts.

Recolleet the deception’ practised by “General Washingfon (at the
time Major Andre, the British spy was eaptured,) 1n trying to, get
Arnold; the traitor, back into his possession ; and recollect, Washing-
ton’s reasonings on that subjeet. — Sir, they will sustain me, and cover
Mr. Brown with-shame and confusion.”  And again, I 'refer yon tothe
deception of Colonel Washington, practised at Clexmont, - See his
stratagen, in eausing the garrison to surreader, by a decenption he prac-
tised on them, in mounting the wrunk of a pine tree on wagon wheels,
so as (o resemble a field piece;which eaused them to surreénder; and
has ever been considered a gallant act-of Col, Washingtou. But be-
cause ['dissembled the character of a villain, for the purpose of leurn-
ing the eonduct of wany villains,-and ridding community.of a craft
that is'destructive “to the peace and happiness of all civil-and Lonest
society.. Mr. Brown-is not willing that 1 should ever wear any other
character, only the infamous one . which I represented. to Joha a Mu-
rel s and he professed to soe no virtuous motives in my conduct which
nropelled ‘me to action. No, - siv, as there was- no lurge fee; or other
selfish consideration to influence my actions, it was.a mysterious mat-
terwith him. beeavse his own narrow soul -is too smiall te render the
same. services :—and. for that very reason,-all such men as. Milton
Brown have no vight to express theircontracted views of e and my
conduck:—and-if expressed, entitled to.no credit, I consider him,
and all sich men, nothing more-than the organ through which the ven-
om of a detestable and piratical-clan of villaius’ were veuted towards
me, whose wachinatiens-and calumny. were ignobly piled on.any.char-
acier by, Mr. Brown, like another tanowinious bireliig jn iniqiity.

Would Mri Brown condemn the deoeptions .of eitther .of the Mr.
Washingtons’ as above - related 7 if be. would not, be must sustain
me, for their deteptions as above related, and e with Johiy A. Mu-
rel; are synonymous in-principle, both havieg the same objectiin yiew,
and would be thosame at the bar of moral rectitude 5 anly the acts.of
the former are the sets-of illustrious persons, and the latter the acis of
an obscure young: mxg.

[ entered into no oaths with John A. Murel-and his elan, neither
have 1 forfeited any promises. b complied with the ouly pramise
which I made ‘to John' A. Murel, which was to/visit-him withi: threa
weeks or soougr frem the time [ paveed with, hing-at. Weslev, which
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promise I complied with, or fulfilled; in 4 fow nights after we parted;
for I visited him in company with the guard on ‘the night he was ar-
rested, which visit saves my promise.  Neither did ] make any asser-
tions of deception for which I ever expect to receive the disapproba-
tion of my creator:—Yet Mr. Brown asserted that I had lied to serve
iy country, and “that the next step was fo swear (o a lie i—and will
he say that Gen. Washington lied to serve his country, and that the
uext step lie would have sworn to a'lie for the sake of getting the trai-
tor Arnold into his power, because he resorted to a stratagem, to restore
Justice to his injured country, . Sir, there is nothing more detesiable
to me than a vain sceptic.

As 1o betraying the confidence of a friend, I consider that T have at
least as much honor as Milton Brown, and I' hope more love for my
country, and less'vaaity for self-aggrandizement. I feel the greatest
contewnpt for Mr. Brown’s calumny, and no man who cherishes correct
principles could have so wantonly and so uncalled for, heaped abuses
on the character of a man ‘who had underwent the dangers and disa-
greeable trials which I was necessrily compelled to undergo, in ¢aptur-
ing John A. Murel :—and what makes his scepticism and abuse the
more .disgusting to good sense and feeling, 1t was unsupported with
even the shadow of evidence,; and must have Howed from a desire to
please a train of villains, and a piratical clan of robbers, together with
the hope of acquiring the character of a great eriminal lawyer, without
the least regard for trath, honor, justice or principle. It is the duty
of a lawyer to see that his client has beei legally d alt with, and that
if he is convicted, that he is convieted agreeable to law; but he has
no right to-abuse the character of a witness, when he has no proof to
sustain his abuse, merely because he s a witness. Sir; I do conterd,
that it was my duty 10 cane Mr. Browu, to teach him a lesson which
he had ought to learn ; although I was governed in that by the advice
of my best friends. My evidence was supported by the best o char-
acters, and there were no exeeptions taken to iy evidence on the cross
examination, and why that volley of abuse which | received from that
son of vanity T Mr. Brown resorteil 1o barcsficsd liging in his plead-
mgs. - Recollect that part of my evidence where Murel wraed off from
the road to eat; you know that [ stated to the jury, that Vasked Murel
his reasons for going so far from the road to eat? he replied, that he
svould:not be surorised 1f that d——1"old Mathodist,” whoin e had
baen felling ms of, was 10 have some person following him, koowing
hiin to be a-particular friend of those two younz men of Madison couns
ty s and that, if there was any parsan following him. diat he would
much rather have thein before i dhan bohind him; as he would
know better how to Mmanage them.  Therefore he went into the woods
10 cat, 50 as-not to be seen by passcngers who might pass while we
were ealing; but muirk the way that Mr. Brown “tried to tarn that
part of my evidence in liis pleadings,  He contended, that T said that
Mural told we to go on; that he had much rather have people wha




11

were following him, hefore than behind him. By this bare-faced per-
version of my e-mlrncv he tried to prove, that Murel knew that I was
the man who was Iollrmmg him 3 and as such, would not have made
so many disclosures to me. Look at abis shallow scheme 3 how could
Murel say to me, go on? when he was Lefore me, and me following
him; and when Mr. Brown was corrected by the Judge, be still con-
tended obstinately that he was correet.

Sir, please to mdulgﬂ a few syllogistos of mine, Any attorney wha
will v.‘mlunly lie, and misrcpresent evidence for the sake of getling
the opportunity 1o abuse a witness, to please a clan of villains, or beap
calumny and abuse on a witness when be is unsupported in it by any
evidence, for the sake of acquiring the character of a great criminal
lawyer, is a base, eorrupt and dishororal, le man; and should pot be
respected by a Imrlmn being.—Milton Brown has dosie all these things:
Therefore he isa base, corrupt, and dishororakle man, and should not
be respected by a human being ou earth, &e.

I amn determined never to let any thing that is said of me, by mean
men, render me the least uphappy. 1f I can escape wiolent hands,
that is as wuch as | cun reasonably look for; placed in my disagreea-
ble situation, 1 have eyvery reason to believe, that ths honest world are
all my friends; and | have every evidence of their respect, which I
sball forever endeuvor to deseryve. 1 expect to start to Lexington in
a few days.

With great and sincere esteem,
I am your wnost obedient friend and servant,

VIRGIL A. STEWART.”
The above letter is given, because it developes the views and sen-
timents of Mr. Stewart, relative-to his course of conduct with Murel
and his friends, much better than we are able to describe them,












