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Study gets grant to research foal death

Researchers: Hairs of caterpillars key
to understanding string of horse deaths

By Katie Vass
THE KENTUCKY KERNEL

Scientists and horse
breeders were mystified in
spring 2001 when about 3,000
foals were miscarried on
horse farms throughout
Central Kentucky.

UK researchers who
recently received a com
bined $219,040 in grants
think they may know what
caused the deaths.

Coinciding with the lost
foals was a population explo-
sion of the Eastern Tent
Caterpillar.

Scientists are conducting
experiments to determine
what part of the caterpillar
is causing the onset of the
disease in the horses.

“We've got some evi
dence that says it’s the hair,”
said UK entomologist Bruce
Webb, who has been con

ducting experiments and re-
searching the connection be-
tween the Eastern Tent
Caterpillar and the deaths.

About 25 to 30 percent of
pregnant mares lost their
foals due to Mare Reproduc-
tive Loss Syndrome, a dis-
ease that causes early and
late term abortions.

This devastation, which
cost an economic loss in cen.
tral Kentucky of about $3
million, led UK researchers
and scientists to begin stud-
ies on the disease.

At fi anide used to
treat plants was cited as a
possible cause for the syn
drome, though re: h now
identifies the cause as the
caterpillar.

The belief is that when
mares ingest the caterpil-
lars, the hairs of the cater-
pillar’s body punch holes in

the mouth, throat and diges-
tive tract of the mares. The
holes, or sores, help bacteria
from the gut enter the blood
stream of the mare, which
eventually leads to the foal
and ultimately Kills it.

“The bacteria we
ting out of the fetus is the
normal gut bacteria out of
the horse,” said Walter Bar-
ney, a scientist in the ento-
mology department

Scientists are using chil-
dren’s rock tumblers to re-
move the hairs from the
caterpillars, by putting a
frozen caterpillar into the
tumbler with dry ice to keep
it frozen. The hairs are col-
lected from the tumbler and
saved to research.

The disease can be seen
with an ultrasound of an in-
fected mare. Between 35 to
100 days of the pregnancy,
the ultrasound will give an
indication of the disease
when the placental fluids of
the foal appear cloudy.

See Horses on page 2

“The bacteria
we're getting
out of the
fetus is the
normal gut
bacteria out
of the (mare)
horse.”

Walter Barney

entomology researcher

Above - Intensive care unit supervisor Lynne Hewlitt kept an eye on a sick foal at Hagyard-Davidson-McGee, an equine

hospital on Ironworks Pike, May 9, 2001 after an affliction caused a dramatic increase in sick and stillborn foals.
DAVID I

Left ~ Researchers believe the hair from Eastern Tent Caterpillars caused the foal deaths in 2001 They believe the
hairs punched holes in the mouth, throat and digestive tract of the mares when ingested. The holes, or sores, helped bac-
teria from the gut enter the bloodstream of the mare, which eventually lead to the foal — ultimately killing it. To get the
hair off the caterpillars, the researchers put frozen caterpillars in a child's rock tumbler with dry ice.
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The sky glowed shades of red and green Sunday night as the Northern Lights, also known as aurora borealis, became visible over Lexington. The best place
to see this astronomical occurrence is away from city lights, such as near the Lexington Cricket Club near Bluegrass Station, where this photo was taken.

No loyalty oath needed for Cats’ Casper

By Laura Nelligan
THE KENTUCKY KERNEL

Jenni Casper rarely roots
against Louisville.

But tonight will be one of
those occasions.

When Casper looks on the
other side of the volleyball
net, she will see the faces of
not only her friends but also
her favorite team the
Louisville Cardinals.

Casper, sophomore
libero for the Cats, graduated
from Mercy High School in
Louisville in 2003. She played
club volleyball at the Ken
tucky Indiana Volleyball
Academy, where she met Jen
nifer Craven and Candace Co-
gan, who both play for
Louisville

And Casper can't wait to
play against them

“It will be fun playing
them,” Casper said. “We used
to play against each other all

the time. Jennifer was one
year older and Candace was
two years older, so we would
scrimmage in KIVA. It will
bring back memories.”

Her friends on the other
side can't wait either

UK Iways been a big
rival, and even more with
Jenni on the team,” Craven
said. “Jenni is competitive,
and I am competitive, so it
will be a good game.”

But even though Casper
grew up a Cardinal fan, she
will have no problem with her
loyalties.

She is very much a Cat,
her team says.

In her second year with
UK, she has contributed
many things to the team.

As a libero, she serves as
the seventh starter and is a
defensive specialist permitted
to enter the court in more
than one position. However,
the libero is required to al
ways stay in the backcourt

Last season at this posi
tion, Casper was named the
first-ever Southeastern Con.
ference Defensive Player of
the Year and named to the All
SEC First Team and the All
SEC freshman team.

In addition to those hon
ors, she recorded 473 digs last
season, which is the third
highest single-season total in
UK history.

“She has a pure defensive
mindset,” said head coach
Jona Braden. “Her defensive
piece adds punch to the of-
fense. She has that inner
fight, determination to win,
and the spirit of going after
t

only does Casper

azing defensive skill

to the team, Braden said her

spirit fits the theme of this

year’'s volleyball team: Blue
Attitude.

What makes her special

See Casper on page 3

By the
Numbers

Jenni Casper
88 games
400 digs (team-high)
2 kills
32 sets

30 receptions

Home Finale

Louisville at UK
7 Tonight in
Memorial Coliseum
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Sky of Lights

The aurora borealis makes
an appearance over Lexington

By Dariush Shafa
THE KENTUCKY KERNEL

Skies over Lexington blazed with light Sunday
night during one of nature’s most vivid astronomical
displays, the Northern Lights.

Similar activity was predicted to happen last night
as we

Also known by the scientific name, aurora borealis,
this vivid display of red and green is caused by solar
particles, said astronomy professor Tom Troland

5 na:‘* wind” by the
electrically charged and are drawn to the
earth’s north and south magnetic poles, he said, mak
ing it rare that they come this far south.
I've been here 20 years, and I only know of two or
three times (they've been visible),” he said

Once the charged particles enter the atmosphere,
they release energy into the surrounding air mole
cules, charging the air with energy and causing the
oxygen and nitrogen to glow, Troland said.

A Web site dedicated to astronomy,
www.spaceweather.com, predicts that more auroras are
possible because of a surge in solar sun spot activity.

E-mail
dshafa@kykernel.com

UK sophomore
libero Jenni
Casper leads the
Cats with 400
digs this season.
Casper, who
grew up in
Louisville, will
face her home-
town team, the
No. 22 Louisville
Cardinals, at 7
p.m. at

Memorial Colise-
um. Students get
in free with valid
student
identification

JOMATHAN PALMER |
STAFF
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Horses
Continued from page 1

“We believe the disease
invades the placental fluid,”
Webb said. Normally, the
placental fluid would appear
black on an ultrasound.

Even though the disease
has not been a large prob-
lem for the past three years,
the loss in 2001 has motivat-
ed research to find a cause
and a solution

The few cases of the dis-
ease from 2002 to 2004 can be
attributed to the downward
cycle of the caterpillar pop-

ulation. Researchers believe
there is a disease within the
caterpillar population that
is causing the decline in
their population

UK is enlisting the help
of biology students at Lex-
ington’s Tates Creek High
School and Winburn Middle
School to educate them
about the disease and spark
their interest in science.

The students have been
counting the egg masses to
predict how big next year’s
population of the caterpillar
will be. The students will
compare their count to the
number of tents, the thread-
like shelter the caterpillars
make, in the spring.

“We went to the horse

park (the Kentucky Horse
Park on Iron Works Park
way in Lexington) to learn
about the disease,” said
Tates Creek sophomore
Sami Mansour, who is
volved in the projec
we looked at the eggs of the
caw[plllah by the cherry
trees.”
Currently the bald cater-
pillars are being fed to preg-
res to test whether
se will affect them.
Scientists hope to target the
cause of the disease to avoid
another outbreak like the
one in 2001

E-mail
news@kykernel.com

Marines move closer for assault on Fallujah

By Alissa J. Rubin, Patrick McDonnell
and John Hendren
105 ANGELES THES

BAGHDAD, Iraq Us.
warplanes pummeled suspect-
ed insurgent positions in Fal-
Iujah early yesterday as thou-
sands of American troops ad-
vanced to the edges of the
rebel-held city and prepared
to launch an all-out assault.

Iraqi commandos and U.S.
troops captured a hospital in
Fallujah late Sunday. The fa-
cility was seized “to ensure
that there was a medical treat
ment facility available to the
population as well as making
sure the insurgents could not
continue to exaggerate casual
ties,” a senior Pentagon offi-
cial said on condition of
anonymity.

US. forces halted traffic in
and out of Fallujah by night
fall, and roads in the sur-
rounding countryside were
blocked, presumably to stop
fighters from escaping and to
prevent reinforcements or
arms from entering.

As dawn broke and a
thunderstorm poured down
rain, hundreds of Marines
streamed out of bases near
Fallujah. Scores of tanks.
Humvees, amphibious assault
vehicles and tow trucks
moved in toward the city

Arriving at staging areas
about a mile outside of town,
the troops dug ditches and
built berms with shovels.

Flames and smoke rose from
the city as the United States
launched a heavy attack.

The military movements
in Fallujah came just hours
after the Iragi government de-
clared a state of emergency in
most of the country, anticipat-
ing that violence could esca
late nationwide once US.
forces stormed the city, about
35 miles west of Baghdad.

Although the looming
showdown in Fallujah is in
some ways a rem
April's abortive five-day
rine assault on the 3
battle could be much larger
and longer:

This time, the U.S. troops

taken longer to prepare

say they are determined
to go in with overwhelming
force and finish the fighting
instead of withdrawing
halfway through

In April, fewer than 3,000
troops were initially de-
ployed. This time, U.S. forces
are known to have trained
two regimental combat teams

which could total more
than 6,000 troops — to spear-
head the '\\mh with
Marines, sold ailors and
extensive Air Force support
In addition, thousands of
Army and other troops are in
volved in the effort

In another contrast with
\prn~ assault, Prime Minis
t ad Allawi has sent en-
voys to neighboring countries
to explain his approach, hop-

ing to avoid the kind of criti-
cism Arab countries leveled
at the United States over the
spring attack.

‘The rebels, too, appear to
be far more numerous, better
organized and well armed
than they were in April, ac-
cording to Falloujans.

US. intelligence estimates
that as many as 5,000 mili-
tants may be hunkered down
in the city. Most are believed
to be Iraqi, including many
former members of Saddam
Hussein's army.

Residents reported contin-
uous explosions Sunday.

“We are just a helpless
and feeble town, a town like
an old man! Still, the US. is
accumulating its armies and
troops against Fallujah ... as if
Fallujah is a superpower that
stands in the face of Ameri

," said Haji Mahmood
Allawi, a former colonel in
the Iragi army who has
stayed in Fallujah for the
fight. “If you look at what is
arrayed against Fallujah, you
would think World War III
was going to take place

Insurgents have thr
ened to launch attacks
throughout the country if
Marines storm Fallujah, and
in recent days, militants have
stepped up assaults on Iraqi
police and soldiers. A number
of insurgents are believed to
have left Fallujah in recent
days to conduct attacks in oth
er cities
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Bob Batch

A Kentucky native, Bob Batch is gladly returning for his
second season performing at the Cats Den. His charming
southern style of comedy is intertwined with a fast-
paced Boston delivery giving him an edge that makes
him a master of his craft.
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By Jeff Patterson
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Help wanted. Apply with-
n

The UK football
needs help.

And head coach Rich

Brooks is seeking every op-
tion.
With the latest rash of in-
juries plaguing the Cats,
Brooks is trying whatever he
can to fill his roster.

“Anybody interested in re-
turning punts can come out
to the practice field today,”
Brooks joked

Seventeen players who
were listed on the first or sec-
ond team at the start of the
season are currently out with
injuries.

The kick returners might
as well have had a bull's-eye
on their chest this year.

First, sophomore Keenan
Burton broke his wrist early
in the season.

Go to Plan B.

Freshman Dicky Lyons Jr.
broke his shoulder blade Oct.
30 at Mississippi State. He's
out for the season.

Last weekend in UK’s 62-
17 loss to Georgia, junior An-
drew Hopewell suffered a
thigh contusion on his first
return.

During Monday’s practice
Brooks tried using senior
quarterback Shane Boyd and
senior safety Russ Throck
morton

It's reached that level of
depleunn

“This is approaching
about as bad as it gets,”
Brooks said. “When you run
out of players at a few critical
positions, it gets unnerving.”

Cook xtra year of eli-
gains extra year

team

The NCAA granted a
sixth year of eligibility to se-
nior receiver Tommy Cook on
Monday. Cook tore the anteri-
or cruciate ligament in his
left knee during the Blue-
White game in April

Cook needed the NCAA to
grant him a second medical
redshirt in order for him to
ever play again. He redshirt
ed in 2000 after breaking his
hand.

“Obviously, this is a win-
win situation for Tommy
Cook,” Brooks said. “He’s an
outstanding young man. He

Casper

Continued from page 1

is that she’s the only player
from Kentucky,” Braden said

Free dinner ever

Refresh your

i Spirit

254-3726

Jeff Patterson

Assistant Sports Editor
Phone: 257915 | Emait sports@kykermelcom

FOOTBALL NOTEBOOK

Brooks lookmg for part-time workers

will be a big boost to the 2005
Kentucky football team.”

Williams will miss

Day activities
Senior  safety  Mike
Williams, who was suspended
for the remainder of the sea-
son for violating un: ified
ill

not participate in Saturda
Senior Day festivities, Brooks
said

The team learned of
Williams’ suspension Friday
night at the hotel.

But Williams has taken
the suspension well, accord
ing to his teammates.

“Mike's overcome much
more difficult things than
this,” said senior cornerback
Earven Flowers.

Lineup changes

With senior defensive
ends Ellery Moore and Vin-
cent “Sweet Pea” Burns out
with high ankle sprains, sev-
eral yers will take
their s eshman Jason
Leger, redshirt freshman
Ricky Abren and sophomore
Lamar Mills will start

Junior center Matt Mc.
Cutchan has also been out
with a minor neck injury.
Redshirt freshman center
~asey Shumate played about
0 snaps Saturday, and senior
guard Jason Rollins, who has
played center sparingly, may

“She has had a love for the
university since she was a lit-
tle girl. This is a ver

gious piece. It really

on the rest of the team.”

As for playing No. 22
Louisville tonight, both
Casper and Braden said it'll
be an difficult match

y Wednesday night
STUDENTS,

Please join us for a great meal
and a brief worship service
every Wednesday night

St. Augustine's Chapel
7 pm Meal
8 pm for Worship
472 Rose Street

lutheranepiscopalCM uk_lcc@qx.net

or 489-1222

start at center Saturday,
Brooks said.

Lyons loses his ride

It's been a difficult month
for Dicky Lyons Jr. First, he
broke his shoulder blade, end-
ing his season. And now his
scooter is in the shop for re-

ir.
Ever since he arrived on
campus in August, Lyons and
his scooter have been insepa-
rable. He has even given rides
to his teammates, most no-
tably 6-foot-6 freshman receiv-
er Lonnell Dewalt

Vandy's Cutler injured

Although he isn't facing

“Anytime there’s an in-
trastate rivalry, there’s an
emotion that's stirred,”
Braden said. “For this game,
we need to be in a defensive
mindset and put pressure on
our opponent’s tendencies.”

That's something Casper
will not forget tonight, even

Senior safety
Mike Williams
(1) sacks Ohio
senior quarter-
back Ryan
Hawk in Ohio's
28-16 over UK
Oct. 2. Williams
was tied for
third on the
team with 43
tackles before
his suspension.

JONATHAN PALMER
| sarr

the shortages UK is, Vander-
bilt head coach Bobby John-
son also faces a short-handed
roster. Junior quarterback
Jay Cutler missed practice
Sunday with an ankle injury.
Like many UK players, he
wears a protective boot

“He’s a tough guy and if
there’s any way to play, he'll
be ready,” Johnson said.

Jeff Patterson covers UK football
for The Kentucky Kernel. This article
contains his observations and oam-
ions. He can be heard Sundays at 9

p.m. on “The Big Blue ﬁwnew" on

WRFL, 88.1 FM.
mail
Jpatterson@kykernel.com

UK head coach
Rich Brooks
announced Mon-
day that senior
safety Mike
Williams (left) will
not participate in
Saturday's Senior

|| Day festivities. UK
hosts Vanderbilt
atlp.m.

CHRIS REYNOLDS |
STAFF

with facing her hometown
Cardinals.

“She takes the ‘Blue Atti-
tude’ defense to the court,”
Braden said. “It's in her
veins.”

E-mail
Inelligan@kykernel.com
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“UK Fellowship of Christian Atm-n- Mtg., 8:00pm, Upstairs of

the Commons Market, S

*Lutheran-Episcopal
7:00pm, St. Aus

MEETINGS
*MCL, French Division’s Table Francaise. Franch
Conversation Group, 3:00-4:30pm, Student
Genter, Room 2

ender Society Mtg., 7:00pm, Student Center,
Room 22

o For c Mtg., 7:00pm, Student Center,
Roos

pus Ministry's Worship and Dinner,
hapel on Rose S
g.. 8: ., mons Market, Room 308
2 Monologues informational ieeting,
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call 351-7311 for more int
«12
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*Doug Wamble, 8:00pm, Memorial Hall
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more info
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Cogliostro, 8:00pm, Student
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Council shakeup must bring real change

Last Tuesday Lexington voters over-
i ir di with

voiced their

the Lexington-Fayette

seats.

All of those members supported the
effort to condemn and seize control of has an

Kentucky American Water Company.

Last Tuesday morning, the urban county
council was lined up 9-6 in favor of condem-
nation. Tuesday night, the breakdown was
reversed, with nine council members oppos The court battles

ing the condemnation proct

One of the new urban county council’s
should be to end the

first orders of busine:
effort to seize this well run company.

The council has been obsessed with this
fight for the past year. Voters knew where

Urban County
Council. Incumbents Paul Brooks, Wanda ny issue. They roundl
Sipe Ellison and Gloria Martin all lost their

vote on the water compa-
rejected the council's
position.

Now, the new council
obligation to
respond to its con-
stituents and end this
reckless pursuit before it

ins more taxpayer dol-

ounding this fiasco
have cost us well over a
million dollars so far.
It’s time to fall on our swor
The council should &

their representative stood and understood
that their council vote would be a de facto

candidates opposed to the

should send condemnation

rds.
so make funding
for the police force and fire departments a

The election of several
urban county council

water company takeover

supporters a message.

A city growing a

Q&A win David Bettez

Director of Study Abroad program

Opinions editor Andrew Martin
sat down with Study Abroad Director
David Bettez to discuss options and
opportunities UK students who decid-
ed to study in other countries have.

(). why study abroad?

A. There are personal and
professional reasons to study abroad
Personal reasons to see a place that
you've always wanted to see, maybe a
heritage reason for going to study
abroad

Professionally, we live in a global
society so I think all students should
be aware of this. The best away to be-
come aware is to go abroad yourself.

Students who go abroad learn a
lot about countries they go to, they
learn a lot about their own country
because they are representatives of
the United States, whether they like
it or not sometimes. I think our stu
dents learn a lot about themselves
t00.

So I think these are
for going abroad

all reasons

(Q How many options do stu-
dents have to choose from?

{\ . Hundreds. There are
many options to UK, departments,
colleges, through our office.If those
options don’t work then we can help
students find programs from every
university that can suit their person
al, professional or educational needs.

()l What programs or majors
offer study abroad programs?

« Last semester, I think we
had over 50 different majors repre-
sented in the Study Abroad program.
I assert that any major can do a
study abroad.

Now it may be studying in the
major, for either major requirements
or electives, or it may be just study-
ing abroad outside the major for uni-
wversity requirements or electives.

With proper planning, early plan:
ning, students from any major.

Q. Isn’t studying abroad pro-
hibitively expensive?

A « It doesn’t have to be. This

is one of the myths of Study Abroad
It can be. Some programs are expen:
sive. But we focus here on primarily
cost-effective programs.

We have some summer programs
that are amongst the best bargains in
the United
credit

For a semester a year we focus on
exchange programs where students
can basically pay their UK tuition
and fees, sometimes room and board
and administrative fees and ex:
change places with students from all
over the world. And so that makes
the cost quite reasonable

You'll have to, of course, pay for
transportation abroad

Students often then save on car
expenses, for example. It can be but it
doesn’t have to be expensive and plan

nd take advantage of the best
programs

Q). s it too fate to study
abroad next semester?

It would be a little tough. I
won't say it's impossible

There are language programs, for
example, that sometimes require
only a month notice.

Most of our students coming in
now are starting to plan for the sum
mer or following year.

There’s still plenty of time for
summer programs.

¢ . Is it necessary for stu-
dents to know the language
in the country they study in?

» It's not. We do obviously
support the study of foreign lan
guages but it isn’t absolutely neces.
sary to know a language to be in the
country,

We have some examples here at
UK. We have a college of business
programs in France, Italy and Aus.
tria where students can go and take
upper-level business classes in Eng
is|

We've had chemical engineers in
Budapest, Hungary and a geology
student at the University of Iceland
who neither spoke Hungarian or Ice-
landic. It's not absolutely necessary.

That’s another one of those
myths of study abroad

tates for six hours of

CHRIS REYNOLDS | STAFF

W Is it difficult to get visas
and other travel documents?

It's becoming a little more
complicated for getting visas to some
countries because of what we are do-
ing with students from those coun
tries — making them all go to the em:
bassy to get personal interviews for
visas. But on the whole it’s not too
bad. Just another bureaucratic step,
and we help students hurdle that

/. Are there some countries
or regions that would be considered
for i

9

A The three of us who deal
with Study Abroad are on the State
Department e-mail list where we get
automatic notifications, updates of
safety conditions around the world

If Irecall correctly there are 26 or
27 countries on the e Department
warning list that we would not send
students to at this time.

). Any particular country or
jon?

L It ranges from some
places in the Middle East although
we had a couple of graduate stu
dents, one in Syria and one in Jor.
dan, this summer studying Arabic

We used to send some students to
Nepal but we're not doing that; that's
a rough place to be right now. And so
it's just whatever the State Depart
ment warns against

(") When students study
m what do they bring back with

\ « They do get a better ap
preciation for the world around us.
That the United States is not the only
place in the world

I think they get a better under-
standing of themselves and their
ability to adapt to new cultures and
new situations which can be impor-
{il'r(ll for the future when they leave

Students adapt to new cultures
when they leave here, business cul
tures or new educational cultures
and so forth. These are things I think
they get

top priority. Our officers are severely under
paid and have been fleeing the cit;
suit of better wages. The
first function of govern-
ment should be to protect
its citizens. The council
has seen fit to rank that
goal shamefully low on
the priority list for far too
long. It's time to put it a strong working relationship between UK
where it belongs.
All
should take a backseat to
the effort to retain the
best safety personnel and
pay them the most com-
petitive wages possible.
quickly as Lexington
can't afford to let its police officers and fire-

fighters bolt town because they can't meet
the cost of living.

After ending the water company
takeover and stemming our public

sis, the council should follow 3
Councilman Dick DeCamp’s lead and work
on ways to continue improving the relation
ship between UK and Lexington.

We are undeniably a “college town,” and

in pur-

and the urban county government will ben:
efit everyone. The Live Where You Work pro-
gram, which offers grants for UK and
Lexington government employees to buy
townhouses near campus, is a great start

Lexington voters plainly rejected our old
council’s actions. Our new council would do
well to heed the message or else the future
may hold another historic shakeup.

pursuits

President Bush deserves
support of his detractors

Oh, no! Only one week after Bush'’s re-election and a
whole new monster of myths is lurching up from the debris
of fallen pre-election distortions.

Yes, it's a recent hybrid, pieced togeth-
er from previous defunct bodies of lies,
such as “Bush stole the election” and
“Bush didn't win the popular vote, so he
has no mandate.” This new monster
groans, howls in rage, gnashes its teeth
and stomps into fake living rooms on
cable TV and the evening news shows,
very intent on having its way

And it speaks! It says: “Our country is
too divided! We've never been so polar-
ized as we are now! That disgusting Bush
promised to unite, not divide.”

Let’s take just a moment and blow this
new propaganda into submolecular-sized shards, shall we?
I won'’t even base the whole refutation on numbers
which are, let's remember, 51 percent to 48 percent in the

popular vote, and a margin of 34 electoral votes.

Instead, start with the sentiment’s first assumption,
which sounds simple, yet is worth questioning: the idea that
being “united” is good.

Turn this around. What if more than 50 percent of
Americans agreed with and voted for Bush’s re-election?
Instead, let’s say 75 percent of the country supports Bush, or
if that’s not united enough, how about 95 percent?

What then do we do with unhappy liberals? Why, send
them to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, of course.

Ergo, behold your united country, incoherent complain-
ers! A new nation in which there’s little to no public dissent
against a leader you don't like.

This utopian united country now seems undesirable, no?

Of course, some countries have been very united
Among those was Saddam Hussein, who presided over the
wonderfully united country of Irag, which during this
country’s old elections he would somehow get 99.9 percent
of the votes. The other .1 percent would get special baths.

Again, behold one of the world’s only united countries.
Some would call it a “dictatorship.”

Isn’t it good to have robust debate and a marketplace of
ideas? And if this country really is so “divided,” 4
good that so many people are against George W. Bush?

Oh, my mistake. The whiners aren’t annoyed that we
can't get along; they're only vexed that more than half the
voting country agrees with Bush and disagrees with them

Moving on to the exceptionally annoying habit many
commentators have of blathering inside a historical vacu
um: Has there ever been some golden age in American his:
tory during which we have been a united country?

18 century: War for Independence, opposed by an esti
mated one third of the colonists.

1800 - 1860's: constant division between new parties and
movements, a couple of wars and little revolts, and a not-so-
little problem of racial slavery that had to be dealt with dur-
ing the very literal nation-splitting Civil War

And, 20" century: domestic tumult over the Supreme
Court, cultural revolutions, the Great Society, the Cold War
and the decidedly un-uniting President Ronald Reagan.

Some would say the country was united during certain
historical events, like wars. Yes, in World War II, the nation
certainly came together in order to get Hitler, Mussolini
and their ilk vanquished

So why can't we be like that now? Can't we put aside our
differences and work together to solve world problems?

Well, one difficulty: America united under the lead
ership of Democrat President Franklin Roosevelt. The
paradox here is that President Bush is trying to fight this
whole war on terror thing, and he'd love to have more sup-
port, but the whining people are trying to stop him.

And now the losers in this election, who were so ready to
lead and show the rest of us the enlightened way, are sud
denly rushing to the back of the pack. “Here we go!” they
pout. “You get what you vote for! Now it's incumbent on
Bush! He promised to unite, not divide! He hasn't done it,
and he won't! Now he'd better be nice!”

Bush tried to reach out. He kept Democrat George Tenet
as the head of CIA and Norman Mineta as the head of
transportation, let Sen. Ted Kennedy co-write the education
bill, and spent like a fiscal liberal — just not enough for real
liberals.

1t doesn't work. Bush tried to get along, tried to extend
the olive branch of peace to his opponents. They accepted
that branch — and smacked him in the head with it

The “divided country:” yet another logically untenable,
mythical, self-contradictory talking point, currently
uttered from merely the mouths of losers at a media outlet
near you. Quite fun to watch.

Burnett

KERNEL COLUMNIST

Stephen Burnett is a journalism senior. E-mail opinions@®kykernel.com.
‘




FOR SALE

55 FURNITURE-CHEAP! Buy/Sell

ture w/ free pickup + delivery within Lex

-nml--mwnma

1989 TOVOI COROLLA. Good

Qs S0 st 33
sdres joyeTeyahoocon.

lmiﬂh( Chery Sieigh Bed Set. New i org-
0al boxes, sel S5TS. 855-494-4452

BURTON SNOWBOARD W Burton bindings. Size 150,
good condition. 150, Cal Heather. 915-824 01T

BURTON, 2001 W/ Moto snowboard boots. Sz 5, geat
condition. Cal Heather 919-824 7017

COMPUTER DESK, $30. 3 ft. fridge. $35. RCA ¥ideo 520
Rose colored carpet. $30. 255-4108.

. CLASSIFIEDS

Call 257-2871 to place ads!

Visa, Mastercard and American Express accepted! DEADLINE:

ummmmmmumw
$200. In plastic/warranty. 859-509-9684.

mmmumm Oak wood §T5
080. Call 859-630-3667.
mwﬂummhmmmm
Cah 855-630-3687.
FOR SALE! Used
<ond 5100 080 Cal
Mwnmvmammm
nm-m Adtomatic, /S, AC, 4 oy, runs.
good. $2000.Cal 9ood. $2000. Cal 254699 v
\ulmmmh‘wam)m

Recine, foret reen.ngood
m—

MEMORY FOAM § Swedish Mattress Set visco-slastic,
NEW in plastic! Retail $T700, must sell $400. 859-509-
%84

O DOWN PAYMENT necessary. Wak 2 blocks from this
4BR 2 04 rckwth e kg M cand
Qe e, S50 Mate Ltk 254220

QUEEN PILLOW oy
s Ry 4 55 85 5550
REFRIGERATOR FOR SALE 2&25131 516625, § $5W
44T, 2695235,

SLEEPER SOFA -m:m chai. Excelent condition,
white $300.Call 8533884333

SL[K-M m)m cherry, sol, uropened in box

D 2MBR 25

Hardwood, very prety. $650fmo. Aval. Jan. | 806-
e

28R, 177 MARKET ST Downtown, Grtz Park area. $550.
B S
28R AL dwn%mml«uu
$595/mo. Call

mnumu.zuuw Large back-
yard. new kitchen. me lﬂl‘&

SABBATICAL Lease. 02005 throuh 07

has an pening for e resient stafl P/l poston. | s
rhy Nesonsbiti

the day before publication

soktions EQUALS SH000:2000 i earnngs for your

housekeeping, laundry, Ceang, answering phones,
egutr Room, board

FOR
2005.4 BR home in Harrod's Hil, Lexington. Great loca-
ton, excellent school

roup. Call TODAY for
Your nom-sales fundraiser with CampusFundrarser 883
9233238 or visit www.campushudraiser com.

For more info please contact Laurie @ 254-8998 or
342 S, Limestone.

LEADERS WANTED: International Marketing group
i be Lecgon et et g

280 HGH ST: Stulo. Laundry, parking, $325 + £
M) o :
TBR(2KEYSAPTS) $300 ncodes i tiltes 272750
or 2951

xnzicomu Asand Park area. Comgletely
remodeled. $1050/mo.+ GHE 806:3454

3R 2 BA NEAR Rupp arena. Off-sree paring 265~
8T8 o 69.0913

3BR, 2 BA TOWN HOUSE. 2637 Hama PL behnd
Rehont R ove’s Lre 214 8 w vk o

ets, front_porch, French doors. WD option. $TS0-
,,7”"',,,,,7,, g
3BR 2 8A 320 £ MAXWELL AL, WD, O Parking.
MEBERCEIR
38R, 25 B DUPLEX:Vry ice,Ttes reek area. WD
hokups garage $900f 1m0 Fee w/ snedesed

$99.900.

FOR RENT

806-0351.

3 BR/2 BA HOUSE. 327 S. Limestone. W/D. $1000. 421
8957 o 2212750,

3 LARGE BR, 2 BA TOWNHOUSE. Qg Quiet street, 4 years
old, al eectric. O/W, WD, microwave, wak-n closet,
mw‘mmmmnuammﬂ
w upper $500

T QUTSTANDING VALUE, &-plex apts. Fully furnished
Private entrances, off-street parking. 1 block from
shapping center. 10 min. drive to campus. CALL 277-
902 fo year leases.

112 BLOCK FROM UK. Large Studo At Ofstreet
parking, microwave + more. 400 + elec. 494-4238

11 28R, 25 BA. Garage, 1, all apphances. 1700 5 ft.
859-200-3610, 857626560\
1 LARGE 2 BR VS!Hou‘:lex ﬁthlmmd Omn
from campus, Uities pd. $695/ma. 273
”X!GNW(.BOWS]BRZMN\MKM
W/D. Off-street parking. Convenient location. Nice, 855-
200-3610, 626-5681
Bim\)ﬁ&iﬁ‘ﬁoselmm Mwﬂ
Kitchens, lots of storage, clubhouses, pets weicome!
Come see WMM'(WCMM 2
Creekwood Dr. 859-268-
W1 ALL UTILITIES PAID 1 BR, $310/mo. 2 BR basement
apt. $330fmo. 2 B. $600/mo. 3 BR. $87S/mo. Walking
distance to campus. Call 3\2’5!2

18LOCK FROM CAMPUS: 15 2 B8R, AT, paring $395-wp.
2310989,

‘Mml{“lm#&!ﬁ ZZYHSOMIDG?SY
VWAPY’MQ“MW range, fridge, $310/mo.
‘285 Centre Parkway. 3 miles south of campus. 806-

1BRAP.innew cotagetripexon iy Ave. 650153, 1t
Al elec. vmmunwm«t poltery bam style. Off
street parking. STOOfmo. 8063454,

18R APT. LINDEN IAU\ Subrlease. $540/mo. Incudes
tilites. 502-609-

18R APT. WD 10 min. walk to campus. $625/m0
Janary Jly. 8599921549

1BRAPTS. Off Nchoasvile Rd $365385/mo. vnma
AC, WD, month to month. James 277-0294 or

0238,

wmmsnwuulm $300fmo. + utites. 855

vmmmmokv ur\rm 184, O/, I/nhoohos
$T00 + GHE. 225-5464 (The

2+ JBRAPT. Very ice. WD, n/w Great deal 983-0725
wwsills-brothers.com.

2 BR - REDUCED! 10 min. walk to campus! Starting at
$600 il utiites pd. New paint, pets, A, parking. 269
2541 or www touchstonerentals com

2BR $575 NO DEPOSIT. /D, . Hardwood floors,back
yard. Lafayette area. 5529911 or 3126964,

2 BR APL. 325 Linden Walk. S625imo_GBW pd. 3 BR
house. 394 Linden Walk. $900/mo. 4 BR, 319 Linden
Walk. $975/mo. 2811361
28R APT W/ WD at Stableview Apts. On Red Mie R4
$595/mo. Call 2525856,
2 BR AVAIL T16-04. Near UK. AN utiities pd. Parking.
$625/m. Cll 335000,

28R 1BAPT i hstor Ocham Ave.cotage riplx

SO s
38R DUPLEX (1008 Fontane ) very nice . priae.
Hardwood, W, arge. Offstreet parking, $795/mo +
. SR DR G
4APTS.FORRENT. 28R, 18AIing rom. Kichen, 48
05

Mumuinmmm
mmmmmmmmlu
surveys. Eam $25- 250 for focus groups.

W Cashdstudents.conViyuk.

WOV EXTRAS, cors, modes Wake $00-300y Mo e e 50000 Jo

LADIES, DO YOU have any funny, mmqumm

dating stories? Vist www.mydiaries.net. Ths

mmmmammmmmm

mﬁmcmam “Hairads
‘only S6. Highlight start at $35. MMMSISM

mm%ﬂ”‘}

S | 1EXINGWN4’ is:

Tuesday Nov. 9, 2004 | PAGE 5

FEMALE NEEDED to share 3 BR, 25 BA townhouse.
Rgnt oft Akmvs Or Own BR and ful BA w/ akarm sys-
tem $300/mo. + utities. Call 606-424-3068.

| FEMALE ROOMMATE wanted. Campus View Condos.
Avail.Dec. 15. $300/mo. + V3 utiities. 502-226-0440.

18R AL DEC 15 for sublease, Campus View Conos.
$300Mmo 53325268,

SERVICES

mtmmmmm
Compinsightot.com. 855-99+5347.

LOST &
FOUND

momnhnnw
dent center. 266

MEETINGS

LST YOUR EVENTS RERE! Cll Kerel Ciassieds af 257
26T We can help!

RIDES

DOES YOUR CAR SOUD less e a BMW and more ke 3
Pinto every day? Need a ride? Call Kermel Classifieds at
2512870 e canhel!

uwlum

lvmlv National Comparses.
mmm»wmnmmn
vice evakuations. PT/FL
NATIONAL mmmummm
M Call 273-3292.

mnmmhzmmmﬁmiz’

S(EWS(KSTUMA 4BR 2584 WD in uni,
fully equipped kitchen, deck, carpet fresh-
nmmmtm 628 Big Bear Ln $1000/mo

mmumwmm- mm prate
parking, hardwood
mmwmmwmm

38Rr ey et s o348
anytime. 509

HELP
WANTED

TBARTENDING! $250  Gay potential No experience

48R DUPLEX. Great house. 2 ful BA WD, DIV newly
Wﬁ%l-ﬂz& sills-brott

4BR HOUSEREDUCED! 10 min. wlkto

il utilities pd. 115 Hagerman Ct. New paint, pets, A/C.
269-2941 or www. (uxmumgs:m

4B, 2BA 319 . Limestone. WD, 1000, 2212750 or
428951

4 BR 25 BA 2200 sq. ft. Clays Mil extension
$1225/mo. +. 919-562-791.
435 5. OLOHAM. 4 BR + large bonus room. WD, of-
street parking. | bock from campus. $1000/m. + ti-
ties. Ava immediately or in lease now and hod for
next semester. 27285

OFF st MO mmww:ﬂcm:
nzmz:,g:m $300fmo. 855
505 816 BEAR 4 BR S99)Im :nsowm WD,
extra parking 614166
wz[wsrzuimul/numcmssss
+ GWE. 225'5464 (The Kingander Co.

604 COLUMBIA 3 BR, 2 BA. :mm + dtiites. 621
9849,

844 W_HIGH ST: Large 1 BR, off-street parking, WD
bookups. $375 + GNE. Oct. Rental. 2255464 (The
Kinglander Co.)

ARCADIA PARK, 41! near UK + Central Baptst Hosp.
Clean 3 BR. Ouiet street. $795/mo. + utiltes. Large:
Fenced Yard. 312-4510.

ARE YOU MOVING? Trust Man with Van. 244-3457.

ATTN. STUDENTS: Camus Townhomes. 3 B, 25 BA
$300mo. Call Messa 59-983-5026 or 8592601688
Positive Property.

CAMPUS DOWNS CONDO. Newy emodeled. 3 B8, 2B
Kitchen

o longer eases. SIOWM AT
COLLEGE LIVING a it's best. Tates Creek 4 BR, 25 BA.
2 car qarage, large deck. backs to trees. New carpet,
pant. 264-8161

CONDO, GREAT LOCATION, great securty. 2 BR. 15 BA
W walkn closets. $695/mo. Inchuding af utiites. Cal
9830434 o 293599

DON'T COMMUTE! § Min. walk to Med Center. 10 min. to
mancanpus. 152 BR Aps 23370,
QUPLEXTOR RENT 26,18 WD ok 5500
Pets OK 21934

EFFICIENCY FOR R(m 4000 2212833

rumwwuuumsmcm Scmtll[m
pets.Lease + dgasi. 2770455

muwmmzenmsmm Fenced back

necessary. 52

2 PT EDUCATION Majors needed for ater schootpr-
gram. Hours are 37pm M. Contact Matie Morton at
an8800

ACCOUNTING CLERX. Dutiesinchde receptioit +
Need someone Tes. + Thrs. $750M.

ARE YOU A DECEMBER Grad? Yes? Jump start your

caree with TruGreen-Chemiawn,te eade i the awn

care industry. We have positions opening up that ar
perfect for recent college grads,such as: Residential &
Neighborhood Sales Reps, Sales Asst.

NEED CASH? Earn wp $1000 or more monthiy!
eproftsource com.
NEED WORK? Research fim seeks evening inter-
Viewers (5:00-9:30pm). Mustbe able to work a east 3
weeknughts weekly No saes o telemarketng involved.
Requires professional communication skils 1 expen-
ence needed.tarts at S750/h. + bonuses. Can eam up
to $9/hr. We are located at 620 E. Euciid Ave. within
distance to campus! To schedie a0 nterview,
contact Shannon at 135-610.
NOW HIRING SERVERS, 0 Charleys on Harrodsburg Rd.
No phone calls. Wak-ns ony. 2099 arrodsurg Rd.
PAD INTERNSHIP: S and Marketing position avl
for the Off Campus meal plan. Submt resume to
HR@ocdn.com or call -866-512-DINE for more nfo 2-5
hrsiok

PHONE REPS:PT evening . Perect orcass sched-
. $250-350/wk. Call M. Brown after 2pm. 225-8900.

PTLEASING C0 mrmnmrmnamamum
15 looking for an energetic_ enthusiastic, seff-motivated
person with leasing or sale exp. to market and lease
Mw*l\mnusliﬂhehdlnmmﬁ
It ctg et and Scays
SM\. mdeth‘h Please apply in
appsataiihomes.com
Hnwmmlmlﬁ m KY 40517 No phone
calls please!
PT LEASING SPECIALIST. Needed for Ridgewood Apts.
Work iSun.Fax resume to 270-625-2020 o aply i
person at 2170 Ft. Harrods Dr. Drug Free workplace.
€€
P SECRET foraw office. 0 /. Cal
2966690 week days.
REAL ESTATE COMPANY needs P/T accountant & P/T

wnimmmmnwmw
2am. Call 853-272-3731. Great Discount!

BOOKKEEPER NEEDED PT. appron. 20 hs/wk. cose
s Dopresne # 25 arwe .S 30
cal 2545665

CAR WASH ATTENDANT needed T + P, it abo, Gays:
+weekends Sarting t $750.Cal 621591
CENTRAL BAP
oLk BMSmmmm Mool @ 86
Euchd
CHL ﬁmﬁ\bﬂ] . Fast paced K store
Agoyin person. Regency Ceter o e Hou
coumn W OEC6ER v»:m« Square. New
postions. Cal 655

112‘7m

101 N. Broadway. Now hiring
Duses oo rners . som otme v gy
24

EARN MONEY. Nmnlms«umvm

e blocks for
200 hs./w n  fastpaced actve, fun environment
Fax cover ltter & resume to 859-231-3726,

SERVERS NEEDED. Peae apply at Oasis Medterranean
Restaran 83 Chevy Chase Place

VOLUNTEERS PAID to participate in studies concerming
the effects of akcohol and other drugs on behavioral
and mental performance. Looking for male and female
socal drinkers 21-30 years of age. - - Cal 2575794
EOE WS/DB

WANTED: General Stffpostionsfo Ki's Pm mi
LAC membersiip.Fast pace  fun

aval. to work weehends + weekdays sw-
Responsie had worker a must. Reply fo 272:5433.

WE ARE CURRENTLY mmmwmmm
many dvision | and conference sites. We are
nterested in hiring 2 students looking for exp. w/
audiolvisual streaming and wed production
Responsiilties wil incd. Encoding and streamig ive
video from satelite. (Coaches snm press m«
ences, etc). Live video
post game press conferences lm Rupp Amu
Audo

2135 yearsof e, under
o g e s anthe e of sy
on behavior at UK. For more information on bth sh-
jes call 2573031

G(N[qusoﬂicbuw Wust have vad DL FT or
P1.&-5pm. Cal e

mmnu&«w answer text messages on your cel
phane! Get 13 messages per week. s free, s easy
Optin & www policast net.

GET PAD TO DRIV a brand new carl Now paying rivers
$800-3200/m. your free car hey todayl
wnnreecarkeycon

HOLIDAY HELP, great pay. We want to start 40 peogle
for the holdays. Customer sales/senvice. Wl tran, Al
.1 +. Conditons aply. 5430520

HOSPITAL HOSPHTALITY HOST, 2 nongrofiton UK campes

‘encoding of al UK Radio Network broadcasts, + others.

Publishing + monitoring of ve stas. These are PT posi-
working nights and weekends. If

interested, please call Kim Bufford @ iign, Inc. at

488 or email kimihighcom. Please inclodes a cur-

rent resume.

WING 20NE now hirng drvers. Paid. SI0-5/h. Flex.

Apply in person. 353 Waker Ave.

PERSONALS

THAIR ON UME: 505 Euchd_ Fall student specals:
Spray tan only $20 w/ pape. Highlights and cut $65.
Bl wares $30. 2527647,

$600 GROUP FUNDRAISER: Scheduing bonus. 4 s, of
Your roug'stime PLUS ou fee yes ree)fundraising

Visit www.KyKernel.com

Recycle

FREE PREGNANCY l 'ING
ABORTION & EMERGENCY CONTRACEPTION
Gynecological Services
All insurances accepted
Pregnancy Options

278-0214

(()\HDF TIAL
PREGNANCY ASSISTANCE

Birthright

2134 Nicholasville Rd. 277-2635

p 2
BIRTH CONTROL
SERVICES

Planned Parenthood
of the Bluegrass, Inc.
Reproducte Heatn Care for Wome:

Now accepting most private
insurance plans

(859) 252-8494

508 West Second St.

p Lexington, KY 40508 p

Bahamas Party

ruise  $299

Cancun  $469

Jamama $469

On Soreg e
"'.ipllng vanv vel.com

1-800-678-6386

PURPLE HAZE: 1236 Versalles R 59 2251 Body
mmmx:mmmmw

fickets for the Dec. 4 game. Wil pay more than face
Value. Please contact Alex. AohnsonS23&hotmai.com.

ROOMMATE
WANTED

TBR AV BR. 2 BA house. 3 blocks from Yourg
Uiary. $300/o. + utites. Female prferrd. 859
9135462

1 ROOMMATE WANTED, can move in immedately.
Camgus Downs,walk o cass Funished, WD, 325/
* ities 85319786

MALENEEDED o share 4 R, 2 B4 L. Commons At fr
Spring + summer. WD, cable internet. $380/mo.
Incdes uiities 5026453001

ROOMMATE NEEDED. 2 68, 2 BA town house. Tates
Ceeharea $280/ma et 594165

ROOMMATES NEEDED Females. 4 BRhouse. Waking dis
tance to UK Very nice. 983-0725

ROOMMATE NEEDED: Waing disance t campus. WD
$305/mo. + utiltes. 502-418-8470.

ROOMMATE T0 SHARE 2 beautiflhouse. 3 BR/ 2 BA.
WD Low tiities. $300. Cal ity Mary, 855-433 3683

ROOMMATE WANTED to shae 2 B, 2 BA. Of Red M
e $330fmo. 855 760-4384

SUBLEASER FOR SPRING Semeste. Near UK. Fende
preeed 300, 080,606 STH425

ROOMMATE WANTED, ery Nice. Share 3 8% town huse
w1 RM. Separate flors. Own offie or Den. + BA
Shared kitchen + WD. Satelite provided. $195/mo. +
elec. Near Hamburg, 469-4885.

FEMALE 1 BR. Shared BA 5 Min. from campus. WD
$295/mo. 6217912

NEED A RIE? Kemel Clssifds canhlp Cal 2572871

TRAVEL

¥ BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK Celebrity Crusel 5 days

Vinning

v SprigBreakravel com. 1800-678-6386

18 SPRING BREAK.Cancu, Acapko, Jamacat From
$459 + tax! Plorda S153! Our Cancun prices are $100
less than others! Book now! Includes Breakfasts.
Dimers, 30-50 + hours ree drinks! Etics Award w-
ing company’ View 500 Hotel reviews § videos at
W SpringBreak TraveL.om. 1800-678-6386

41 SPRING BREAK VACATIONS! Cancen, Jamaia,
Acapuco, Babamas, Forda + Costa Rica 10% based
prices! Book now and get free partes + meals! Growp
iscounts. Campus reps wanted! 100-234 7007, end-
lesssummertours com.

1 SPRING BREAK WEBSITE Lowet prces guaranteed.
Free meas + free drinks. Book 1 peopl, get 12th trip
freel  Growp dscomts for 6 o+
‘worw SpringBreakDiscounts.com or 800-838-8202.

SPRING BREAK 2005 Chalenge..find a better price!
Lowest prices, free meal, free drinks, Hottest parties!
Nov. 6th deadine! Hirng reps-ea free trips + cashy
wwsunspiashtours com. +800-426 TT0

SPRING BREAK 2005-ravel with STS, America’s &1
Student Tour Operator to Jamaica, Cancun, Acapukco,
Bahamas and Florida. Now hring on-campus egs. Cal
for roup discounts. Info-reservations 1800-648-4849
o wwwststravelcom.

WENEED CAMPUS Reps! Put up fivers around campus +
et afree trp! Work for the only Sprng Break Co. ever
recognized for outstanding ethics. Bahamas, Cancun,
Acapuico, Florida. www SpringBreakTravel com. 1-800-
6186386,

You only get SO many

brain cells.

Use them wisely.

The majority of UK students dont drink as much
as you think. In fact, 93% of UK students have
never vandalized property due to alcohol use.

+

party

NEWTOWN CROSSING

Nukery (Collegaete

Cowsing

« Efficiencies, 1,3 & 4 bedroom all with
private baths and 9’ ceilings

* Fully furnished

* Washer and dryer in each apartment

* Clubhouse with

* FREE fitness center

« FREE tanning beds

* Recreation room with FREE pool tables

* FREE Theatre

* FREE Parking

« FREE High-speed internet

+ PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE OVER
RAILROAD TRACKS!

* Diner and Grill on site

* Swimming pool with sun and party deck
* Basketball court

* Beach volleyball

« EASY WALK TO CAMPUS!

LEASING THAII.IER
59-226-5600

296 Scott St. « Lexington, KY 40508
) Edwards Communities
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Reality grounds Donaldson’s ‘visceral’ fantasy

By Joshua Kempton
THE KENTUCKY KERNEL

The Lord of the Rings lies finished.

The movies had their indomitable
run in theaters and now people
around the globe shiver and huddle,
awaiting their copy of the super-
mega-platinum-limited-double-extend-
ed-director’s-cut edition of The Return
of the King — you know, the one that
has 17 hours of bonus material.

But what to do until then? Perhaps
I might be of some assistance.

Stephen R. Donaldson completely
changed my perspective on fantasy lit-
erature and science fiction, but
that's another tale for another time.

Donaldson wove a bleak yet tran.
scendently beautiful tapestry in 1977
The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant
the Unbeliever: Lord Foul’s Bane began
what would (at least in my mind)
stand as one of the greatest works of
fiction ever. JR.R. Tolkien’s influence
on fantasy literature, both in how we
perceive it and how it's written, can't
be denied. There’s a significant shift
in fantasy literature between pre- and
post-Tolkien

Donaldson followed loosely in
Tolkien's footsteps: He crafted a lush
and mesmerizing world that was re
ferred to simply as “the Land” and
bordered a hellish blasted waste. He
developed varied cultures that seem
strikingly familiar and yet somehow
exotic — and there was a ring and a
monolithic evil

There the works begin to diverge.

Tolkien's most famous work was a
heroic fantasy of mythic proportions
Donaldson delved into the blacker hu
mors of the human soul and psyche
with the titular character’s own de:
rangement and absolute refusal to ac
knowledge the situation he faces
(hence his name, the Unbeliever)

After the first three books conclud
ed, Donaldson revisited “the Land” in
1980 with The Second Chronicles of
Thomas Covenant. In 1983 the third
and final book of the Second Chroni
cles was released

When I was 12, I read The Power
That Presert the third volume of
the original es. I reread the novel
yearl nd — for good or ill — it has

bly influenced my perception

on everything from writing and
movies to society and morality
Tolkien never affected my thought
processes like this, but I digress.

Last month I was once again treat
ed to a journey back to the harrowing
majesty of “the Land.” More than 20
years after the conclusion of the final
cycle, Donaldson has returned to his
seminal fantasy world and begun to
forge another agonizing and beautiful
psychological fantasy.

The Runes of the Earth takes place
roughly 10 years after the tragically
heroic events of The Second Chroni
cles of Thomas Covenant: White Gold
Wielder and focuses on what befalls
Linden Avery, Covenant's companion
during the second trilogy

Roger Covenant, Thomas
Covenant’s son, is now grown and
compelled to serve Lord Foul (a.k.a
the Grey Slayer, Corruption, Satan's
Heart and the Despiser) and bring his
father and mother’s rings to “the
Land” and give them over to The De
spiser so that he might free himself
from his Earthly prison. Roger’s
mother, Joan Thomas Covenant’s
estranged wife — resides in a mental
institution because of her experiences
in the Second Chronicles.

Linden, Roger and Joan are trans
ported, once again, to the Land, where
3,500 years have passed since Linden’s
last visit

The actions of a group of self-
styled saviors have caused the people
of “the Land” to teeter on the brink of
destruction, but few realize it — and
those who do see the danger have no
means to counter The Despiser’s
mounting power

The presence of a soulless Roger
and a mentally damaged Joan compli
cate matters further.

It falls to Linden to devise a way to
recover the Staff of Law (which basi
cally exists as the keystone that keeps
nature itself from collapsing), to cure
the ills that have been wrought
against the Land and its inhabitants,
and put down Lord Foul once again

Donaldson possesses a gift for
prose that rivals Poe. He crafts majes.
tic sentences that I would happily
compare to anything I've ever read
including Shakespeare, Hawthorne,
Melville, Dumas and Conrad
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Donaldson produces visceral reac-
tion with a deft, enviable skill. Words
twine their way page after
page, pulling the reader along on a
journey into some of the darkest re
cesses of the human psyche. Hatred
and despair are painted with broad
stroke: d then refined with needle-
like precision. Conversely, beauty and
hope unfold like spring, as fragrant
and warm as Sol above

As useless as those preceding lines
of prose may have been, that’s the
best I can do to describe the style of
his work.

Unfortunately, The Runes of the
Earth falls somewhat short of Donald-
son’s earlier work, but that is to be ex-
pected 20 years is a long time to
spend away from something. I have
faith that the next book, Fatal
Revenant, will be as strong as Lord
Foul's Bane.

So if you're looking for some as-
tounding fantasy fiction to explore,
pick up Donaldson’s work

Or if you thought The Lord of the
Rings was just too damn happy, pick
up Donaldson’s work

In fact, just pick up Donaldson’s
work — any of it

E-mail
features@kykernel.com
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Want to attend a Top 20
graduate program?

You are cordially invited to attend an

Open House

Hosted by the

Martin School of Public Policy
and Administration

(Degrees include Master’s of Health Administration, Public
Administration or Public Policy and Ph.D
in Public Administration)

Tuesday, November 9, 2004
4:00-6:00pm
18th Floor Patterson Office Tower

Martin School faculty, staff, and
students will be on hand to meet you

and answer your questions.

Refreshments will be served!

For more information please call 257-5741

itiesboard

studentact

campus life, cinema, concert,

contemporary affairs, hornecomingv
multi-cultural affairs, performing arts,

8 PM
WORSHAM THE

FREE

rasdall gallery, spotlight jazz

ATRE
257.8867 WWW.UKSAB.ORG

203 STUDENT CENTER

&y studentactivitiesboard
www.uksab.org




