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General Introduction

80 like a romarce, and have been handed down as such an abiding and

fruitful source of inspiration to their students and suceessors that, ever
sinee the writer entered the profession, nearly half a eenturyv ago, it has been the
constant wish and hope of all of us. expressed by frequent resolutions of the
State Society and similar organizations, that to some especially qualifed mem-
ber of the faculty be delegated the important and pleasant duty of writing **The
History of Medicine in Kentucky.’”' Dr. David W. Yandell, doubly fitted for the
tusk on aceount of his recognized ability as a writer, an- by the fortuitous cireum-.
stance that he and his honored father represented in their own persons direct
connecting links betweent the pioneers and the older members of the nresent day
profession, often half promised to undertake the work, hut death ealled him be-
fore it was begun. Then for vears, Dr. Lewis 8 MeMurtry, because of bis facile
und puissant pen. his familiarity with the literature of the suhject, and his knowl-
edge of the personnel of nearly all exeept the first generaticn of our forbears, be.
eame the unanimous choice of his colleacues for this serviee, but the exactions of
o large surgical praetice and his teaching work and other duties made such de-
mands upon his time as to make him unwilling to aceept the assignment.

q HE remarkable achieverhents of the pioneer medieal men of Kentueky read

The failure of these efforts, and the knowledge that many of the only too seant
#ase reports and other writings of this period of our medical history. some more
cr less erude and fragmentary. but often of great value, were published in jour-
nals long out of print, some gone hovelessly and many of them diffieult to trace
or ohtain, and that muech valuable unwritten information would he forever lost
with the passing away of men already of advaneed age, indueed the writer to un-
dertake, not the preparation of a medieal history, hut, recognizing that history,
after all. is little more than a suceession and taetful ecomhination of selected
hiographies. the far more modest task of collecting and preserving in a somewhat
permanent form such still available data of that time as might in abler and more
fitting hands. he useful as the foundation of sueh a history of that day as would
be worthy of the actors whose momenions Aeeds it recorded.

On account of the very nature of the work. as well as of the unavoidahle delay
in taking it up, while possibly other scarcelyv less important facts might have heen
aceessible, which would have included other worthy men in its scope, and also to
the limits of the space which ean be devoted to even such a snbjert as this in an
issue of the Jourrxan, the compilation is recognized as so incomplete as compare:l
with what it should be, that the writer earnestly expresses the hope that some one
of his more gifted colleagues may he stimulated not only to add biographies of




others of this early period rightfully entiti>d to honored places therein, but that
the scope of it may be so extended as to include those of the later generations who
actively and worthily spent and ended their days in Kentucky, often under-esti-
mated it is feared, hecause of our intimate and short range association with them -
and also seores of native born or adopted vons of the Commonwealth who were
cducated or first won their spurs here, and then added luster and renown to our
profession and to the State in distant fields of labor. Many familiar and honored
names and faces in both of these classes, who well earned such a distinetion, and
who would reflect honor upon the profession by being included in such a future
volume, will readily occur to all of the older members.

This is not the time or place, even if one were competent for the task. to weizgh
the individual merits of these pioneers, much less the comparative merits of the
construetive life-work of master minds like MeDowell, Dudley and Bradford in
surgery and Drake, the senior Yandell and others in medicine and public affairs,
in contrast with those of almost equal requtations who were followers rather than
leaders, and some of whose reputations are based mainly upon one or more bril-
liant and successful operation or exploit, but in considering their accomplish-
wents singly or as a whole a proper perspective upon the part of the reader is of
tiie ntmost importanece.

The environments by which thev were surrounded, ineluding the lack
of hospitals, trained nurses, anestheties, modern surgical appliances, knowl-
edge of asepsis and the other inherent and almost inconceivable diffienlties un-
der which their work was done, explains the ineredulity of their contemporaries.
and make their achievements seem almost miraculous. For it must be remember-
ed that the subjects of all of the biographies, and most of the authors of these bi-
ographies and other papers, were not only the more or less self-educated pro-
duets of country villages or districts, but were covntry practitioners when they
performed the operations or made the seientifie discoveries or advances which
gave their names enduring places in medical history and in the annals of the
State and Nation: and the most illustrious of them remained in the localifies
where they had won renown to the end of their days, and now lie in honored
graves in the little communities which were still more highly honored by their
lives and achievements.

In order to emphasize these surroundings and difficulties, and the claims of
these forbears of onrs to etermal renown. it should be borne in  mind that
Isardstown. although situated in a rich agrienltural seetion, the seat of
the Dincese or See of the Catholie ehnreh for all the country west of the
Alleghanies, with the most illustrious eourts and bar in the west, and recognized
as a centre of learning and culture, had but 820 inhabitants when Brashear per-
formed the first suceessful hip-joint amputation ever done in the world in 1806.
Danville, the first Capitol of Kentucky, with the home of MeDowell almost under
the shadow of the State Buildings when he was doing his early surgery, had only
432 inhabitants when he operated npon Mrs. Crawford in 1809, and but 804 at




the time of his death. Mayslick, in Mason Clounty, where Drake was reared and
first practiced, had 130 inhabitants then and but 309 now, and Cincinnati, where
he next located, had less population and cemmercial importance than Lexington,
to which place his restless spirit soon took him. Augusia had less than 600 in-
habitants when Bradford began his surgical career, and only 960 at the time of
his death. Lexington, a remarkable town in a wonderful country, then as now,
had but 1795 inhabitants when the Medical School of Transylvania University,
ihe second in the United States and the first west of the Alleghanies, was estab-
lished there in 1799, and only 6,997 when Dudley was in the zenith of his surgical
work. Louisville, now a great metropolis. and for more than a generation one
of the recognized centres of medical ~dueation of this country, had but 359 in-
habitants when this Medical School was opened at Lexington in 1779, less thar
19,000 when it was moved from Lexington to Louisville in 1837-8, and but 43,194
in 1850,

For the convenience of readers, as well as because it scemed a more natural ar-
rangement, chronological order and logical sequence were ignored, and all of the
sketehes and papers in the volume placed under the following heads:

1. The MeDowell Group.

2. The Transylvania University Group.
3. The University of Louisville Group.
4. The General Kentucky Group.

This involved recognized inconsistencieg and defeets, to the extent even of plac.
ing a few writers in more than one group, but equal or greater difficulties seemed
unavoidable under any other plan which suggested itself.

Grateful acknowledgements are here made to Dr. MeMurtry for invaluable
adviee and assistance in making this compilation ; to the Filscn Club for the use
of both subject matter and its plates in preparing the Transylvania Group, and
to all others who have aided in the work.

Confident of the intrinsic value of the facts contained in it, in spite of the de-
fects mentioned, and of the cordial reception it will meet at the hands of the pro-
fession, arrangements have heen made ‘o put this volume in handsome binding,
for presentation to such public libraries as the Association may select, and for the
use of all members who may desire to ineur the small personal expense necessary
in enable them to possess and transmit it in this permanent form as a heritage.
It is also expeeted that the Association at its next meeting will ereate a committee
to present copies of this bound volume, the original McDowell letter, and all of the
pictures contained in this publication, properly grouped and handsomely framed,
to the Kentucky State Historical Soeiety, at Frankfort. in the hope that they may
form the nucleus of an honored and honoring collection of ‘‘ The Medieal Men of
Kentucky,’’ in the halls of the Capitnl, which it iz hoped will grow by decades or

periods through all the ages. J. N. McCormack.




Foreword To The McDowell Group

the credit of rescuing from ohseurity the name and fame of Dr, Ephraim

MeDowell, and of establishing permanently his place in historv as the first
ovariotomist and the founder of ahdominal surgery. Professor Gross was for
number of yvears Professor of Surgery in the Univesity of Louisville, going later
to Philadelphia where he ecompleted his long and hrilliant eareer as Professor of
Surgery in Jeflerson Medieal College, While residing in Louisville Professor
(iross met many of the contemporaries of Dr. MeDowell, and thereby learne:l
muech of the personality and professional work of that pioneer of American surg-
cry. Professor (iross resurrected Dr. McDowell’s report of his cases of ovari-
otomy from the files of ““The Eclectic Repertory and Analytical Revicw’ pub-
Ii<hed in Philadelphia, and in his Report on Kentucky Surgery to the Kentueky
State Medical Society in 1852 set forth in a thorough and masterful paper JMe-
Dowell’s priority as the first surgeon in the world to successfully invade the
peritonenm and remove an ovarian tumor. This paper was subsequently inecor-
porated in Professor Gross’ American Medieal Biography, published by Lindsay
and Blakiston of Philadelphia in 1861.

In 1873 the late Dr. John D. Jackson, of Danville, Ky., wrote and published
a “*Biographical Sketeh of Ephraim MeDowell,”” which added materially to ex-
isting knowledge of MeDowell’s character and surgical achievements. In this
admirahble sketeh Dr, Jackson portrayed the claims of McDowell to the gratitude
of the women of the world and also the honor due to his memory from the medieal
profession. Dr. Jackson urged that Dr. MeDowell’s remnaing should be rémoved
rrom the neglected family burying-ground at ‘*‘Traveler’s Rest,”” the former
country home of Governor Shelby, and suggested that the women of the world
who have been rescued from lingering death by the operation he devised should
crect a monument over his grave. Dr. Jackson was so deeply imhued with this
idea that his enthusiastic appeal in the press, in the medical societies and 1n pri-
vale correspondence won the approving interest of Professor Gross, Dr. J. Marion
Sims and other prominent Ameriean surgzeons.

@O the late Professor Samuel T, Gross, M, D,LL. D, D. C. L. Oxon, is due

In 1875 Dr. Jackson presented his appeal to honor MeDowell’s memory to the
Ameriean Medical Association, and a Committee, of which Dr., J. Marion Sims
was Chairman, reported a recommendation that a fund to be known as the Me-
Dowell Memorial Prize Essay Fund be established to perpetuate MeDowell’s




memory, and that ‘‘to the profession of the State of Kentucky be left the privi-
loge of suitably marking his resting place.”” Under the conditions of the or-
ganization of the American Medical Association at that time such disposition of
the subject was equivalent to its burial, although Dr. Sims did not so intend. At
that time all executive business was transacted in the general session, and the
personnel of the convention changed from year to vear with the place of meeting.

In December of 1875 Dr. Jackson died, and his pupil and devoted friend, Dr.
Lewis 8. MeMurtry, then of Danville, now of Louisville, a recent graduate in
medicine, assumed the continuance of Dr. Jackson’s cherished plan to place a
suitable local memorial to MeDowell. Dr. MeMurtry brought the subject before
the Kentucky State Medical Society, at Hopkinsville,"in the following vear, and a
Committee, with Dr. MeMurtry as Chairman, was appointed to erect a monument
to Dr. McDowell in Danville. Dr. MeMurtry undertook this difficult task with a
very limited aequaintance with the medical profession of the State, and earried
it to a successful eonclusion despite many ohstacles and much discouragement.
e raised the money from subscriptions of members of the profession to provide
the granite shaft which now marks McDowell’s grave in MeDowell Square in
Danville. In addition he secured for this purpose the heautiful square near the
center of Danville, and removed thereto the remains of Dr. MeDowell and his
wife. In response to his appeal the citizens of Danville eontributed a fund to
grade, enclose and beautify the square. Professor Gross. Dr. E. R. Peaslee, and
other distinguished American surgeons encouraged Dr. MeMurtry’s efforts by
sending contributions to the MeDowell Memorial Fund.

This was Dr. MeMurtry’s first important publie servire rendered in hehalf of
the medical profession of his native State, and won for him the gratitude and
esteem with which the profession has since honored him.

. In 1879 the Kentucky State Medical Society convened in Danville, and this was
the most brilliant occasion in its history. Professor (iross came to personally
tledicate the McDowell monument, and in the presence of a large concourse of
Kentucky physicians, with many distinguished surgeons from other states, among
them Dr, Lewis A. Sayre, President of the American Medical Association, and
Dir. Gilman Kimball, of Lowell, Mass., a famons ovariotomist of that day, many
prominent laymen, ineluding the Governor of the Commonwealth, delivered the
eloquent address which will be found with the other proecedings of that ocecasion
in this number of the JourNAL.

Thus was fixed in history for all time the fame of Kentueky's greatest pioneer
surgeon. J. N. McCormack.
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From a painting. supposed to have been made about time his first ovariotomy was performed.,



I. THE McDOWELL GROUP

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF DR. EPH-
RAIM MeDOWELL.*

By Jouwn D. Jackson, M. D., Danville,

Dr. Ephraim MeDowell was born in Roel
bridge county, Va., on the 11th day of Ne-
vember, 1771, His ancestors belonged to the
elan of the Duke of Argyle, in Seotland, but,
naving embraced the covenant, were so perse
euted during the reign of Charles I., that they
100K retuge in the counties of Antrim ana
l.ondondery, in the north of Ireland. In
1747 they removed to the Valley of Virginia,
and settled upon an immense tract of land in
Rockbridge county, granted by James II. to
Benjamin Borden, who. in partnership with
the MceDowells, furnished the emigrants re
squired to make the grant effective.

His father, Samuel MeDowell, (his mother’s
maiden name was Sarah MeClung,) was for
many vzars engaged in political life as a mem-
ber of the Legislature of Virginia, but in 1752
he was appointed hy the Virzinia Assembly a
Land Commissioner for Kentucky, then a coun-
ty cr appanage of Virginia, and in the follow-
ing yvear remeved with his family to Danville,
Ky.. where he received the appointment of
Judge of the District Court of Kentucky,
which held its first sitting, and all those of its
early years, in the town of Danville.

Young Ephraim MeDowell reeeived his
early education at the classical semimary of
Mesars. Worley and James, who taught at
Georgetown, and afterwards at Bardstown.
He then went to Virginia, and entered the of-
fice of Dr. Humphreys, of Staunton, as a
medical student, where he remained for two
or three years. Of Dr. Humphreyvs we know
hut little. save the fact that he was a gradu-
ate of the University of Edinburgh, and that
in his day he enjoved a considerable local
reputation, and an extensive practice in
Staunton and its wvieinity. That he was a
good instruetor, also, is highly probable; at
least we know the fact that another of his pu-
pils, Dr, Samuel Brown, one of the founders,
and one of the first corps of lecturers of the
Medieal Department of Transylvania Uni-

*Reprinted from the Richmond and Loulsville Medical
Journal, 1873,

versity at lexington, arose to high distine-
tion.

In 1793-4 MeDowell attended lectures at
the University of Edinburgh contemporaneous-
Iy with his countrymen, Dr. Samuel Brown,
above alluded to, and Drs, Hosack and Da-
vidge, of New York, and Brockenborough, of
Virginia, all of whom subsequently gaine:d!
cminence in the profession. While in attend-
ance on the course at the University he also
took a private course under John Bell, who
at that time did not belong to the Faculty,
and it seems that the hrilliant predilections
ol this most able and eloquent of the Scotch
surgeons of his day impressed him very pro-
foundly. That portion of his course I whieh
he lectured upon the diseases of the ovarivs,
dwelling upon the hopeless death to which
their vietims were inevitably fated, and mere-
ly suggesting the possibility of success follow-
ing so shockingly severe an operation as any
attempt at their extraction would prove, was
never forgotten hy his auditor, for undoubted-
ly it ‘was the prineiples and suggestions at
this time enuneiated by the master which, six-
teen years after, determined the pupil to at-
tempt his first ovarotomy. He did not re-
iain long in Edinburgh after finishing his
course, but retorned to Danville at the ex-
piration of two years, preceding his return
hume by an extended tour afoot through Scot-
land, in company with two of his American
compatriots, Drs. Brown and Speed. As far
as we know, the degree of M. D). was not
actually eonferred upon him until 1823, when,
entirely unsolicited on his part, the Univers-
ity of Maryland honored itself by conferring
upon him the honorary degree of M. ID. The
Medical Society of Philadelphia, at the time
the oldest and most distinguished of the kind
in this country, had sent him its diploma in
1807,

Upon his return to Danville in 1795, Dr.
MeDowell at once entered upon the practice
of his profession and. commeneing as he did,
with the eclat of an attendanee upon the then
imost famous medieal school of the world—
for Edinburgh at that time held the position
since occupied by Paris, and now held hy
Vienna, as the centre of medical science—he
soon assumed the first professional position
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in his locality, and speedily advaneing the
extent of his reputation within a very few
years, hecame known throughout all the
Western and Southerm States as the first
surgeon west of Philadelphia. For a quarter
of a eentury indeed, or until Dr. Benjamin
W. Dudley of Lexington, came upon the field,
and as a lecturer upon surgery yearly eame
hefore large elasses of young men assemblea
at the Medical Department of Transylvania
University from all portions of the Ohio and
Mississippi Valleys, had an opportunity for
extending a reputation such as no man in
the West ever had before him, we may say
that Dr. MeDowell stood without one to dis-
pute his position as facile princeps in surgery
west of the Alleghanies.

During this time his practice extended in
every direction, persons coming to him for
treatment from all the neighboring states, and
he frequently taking horseback journmeys for
ltundreds of miles, generally the only mode of
travel for long distances at that day, when
neither turnpikes mnor railways existed. to
operate upon persons whose diffienlties were
of such a nature as to prevent their visiting
him at Danville. As far as is known, he was
in the habit of performing every surgical op-
eration then taught in the seience. In lith-
otomy he was extremely suecessful; up to
1528 he was known to have operated twenty-
two times without a single death. For stran-
gulated hernia he also operated im a large
number of cases, and we have good reasons
for believing that he successfully extirpated
the parotid gland long before MeClellan or
uny other Ameriean surgeon had attempted
it. Indeed. there was scarcely anything from
a simple amputation to tracheotomy which
was to he done but that, if Dr, MeDowell was
accessible, he was sent for to perform it.

It was in the winter of 1809, when he had
been praeticing his profession for fourteen
vears, that he was sent for to see Mrs, Craw-
ford, residing in Green county, Kentucky,
some sixty miles from Danville, who was
thought by her dactors to have gone long be-
yvond her time in pregnancy, or to be the sub-
jeet  of extra-uterine foetation. MceDowel!
found her trouble really to he an ovarian tu-
mor. rapidly hastening to a fatal termination.
T gquote the graphic deseription of Dr. Gross:
-+ After a most thorough and eritical examin-
ation. Dr. MeDowell informed his patient, a
woman of unusual eourage and strength of
m.ind, that the only chance for relief was the
excision of the diseased mass. He explained
to her, with great clearness and fidelity, the
nature and hazard of the operation: he told
her that he had never performed it, but that
he was ready, if she were willing, to under-
take it, and risk his reputation upon the issue,
adding that it was an experiment, but an ex-
periment well worthy of trial. Mrs. Craw-

ford listened to the surgeon with great pa-
tience and coolness, and, at the close
of the interview, promptly assured bhim
that she was not only willing, but ready to
submit to his decision; asserting that any
mode of death, suicide exeepbed was prefer-
able to the ceaseless agony which she was en-
during, and that she would hazard anything
that held out even the most remote prospect
of relief. The result has been long before
the profession. Mrs. Crawford submitted to
the operation, and thus became the first sub-
jeet of ovariotomy of whom we have any
knowledge.’’

Mrs. Crawford was forty-seven at the time
of the operation, and died on the 30th of
March, in 1841, aged seventy-eight.

Although the success in Mrs. Crawford’s
cas had been everyvthing which could be de-
sired, it was not until seven years afterward,
and when he had twice repeated the opera-
tioa, that he published any account of it. In
1516 he prepared a brief account of his first
three cases. a copy of which he forwarded to
his old preceptor, John Bell, who was then
traveling on the Continent fﬁr his health, an:l
had left his patients and professional eorre-
spondence in the charge of Mr. John Lizars.
Though Mr. Bell lived until 1820, he never
retirned to Edinburgh, and for some reason
the communication of his old pupil failed to
reach him. Another copy of the report, how-
ever, was sent to Philadelphia for publica-
tion, and appeared in the Eclectic Repertory
und Analytical Review, for October, 1816.
and will follow this paper.

The brevity and the rather loose manner in
which his first cases were recorded. exposed
Dr. MeDowell to eriticism, and Dr. Hender-
son and Dr. Michener, of Philadelphia. each,
in articles in the Repertory, reviewed him
rather sarcastically and doubtingly, while Dr.
Jaines Johnson, the caustic editor of the Lon-
don Medico-Chirurgical Kcview, did not hesi-
tate to take advantage of the opportunity, and
deciared outright his total disbelief of Dr.
MeDowell’s statements. A few years there-
after, when the aecuracy of the report had
heen fully eonfirmed. he, however, frankly ac-
knowledged his previous error, saying: ‘““A
hack settlement of America, Kentucky, has
Iheaten the mother country, nay Eunrope it-
self with all the boasted surgeons thereof, in
the fearful and formidable operation of gas-
trotomy with extraction of diseased ovaries.
® ® * There were circumstances in the nar-
rative of the first three cases that raised mis-
givings in our minds, for which uncharitable-
ness we ask pardon of God and of Dr. Me-
Dowell, of Danville.”’

In the Reperlory for October, 1819, he re-
ported two more cases, and, in connectmu with
them. ineidentally alluded to his erities and
their eriticisms to this effect:
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““I thoughi my statement sufficiently ex-
plieit to warrant any surgeon performing
the operation, when necessary, without haz-
arding the odium of making an experiment,
and I think my deseription of the mode of op
eration, and of the anatomy of the parts con.
cerned, elear enough to enable any good anat-
omist possessing the judgment requisite for
a surgeon, to operate with safety. I hope no
operator of any other deseription may ever
attempt it. It is my most ardent wish that
this operation may remain to the mechanieal
surgeon ever incomprehensible. Such have
heen the bane of the science, intruding them-
sulves into the ranks of the profession, with
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destruetive to their patients, and disgraceful
to the science. It is by such the noble seience
has heen degraded, in the minds of many, to
the rank of an art.”

In the summer of 1822 he made a long
horseback jovrneyv of some hundreds of miles
inta Middle Tennessee and back, and perform-
edl ovariotomy with a sucecessful result upon
Mrs, Overton, who resided near the Hermi-
tage, the residence of the late President Jaek-
soil. Mrs. Overton was enormously obese, and
e had to eut through four inches of fat
upon the abdomen. The only assistants he
had in the operation, as we have heen inform-
ed, were General Jackson and a Mrs. Priest-

TRAVELERS' REST

Near Danville, the home of Isaac Shelby, first and sixth Governor of Kentucky. Here Dr, McDawell was mar -
ried to Sarah Shelby, daughter of the Governor, in 1802, and here they both lay burled until their bodles were

removed to Monument Square. Danville, In 1879,

no other yunalification, but in boldness in un-
dertaking, ignorance of their responsibility
and indifference to the lives of their patients;
J'roceeding according to the special dictate of
some author as mechanical as themselves, they
cut and tear with fearless indifference. in-
capahle of exercising any judgment of their
own in cases of emergeney; and sometimes
without posscssing the slightest knowledge of
the anatomy of the parts concerned.

‘“The preposterous and impious attempts
of such pretenders can seldom fail to prove

ley. General Jackson seems to have been
greatly pleased with the Doctor and had him
to go to his house and remove a large tumor
growing from the neek and shoulder of une
of his negro men. Dr. MeDowell’s charge for
his operation upon MNrs. Overton was five
hundred dollars, but the husband, with »
commendable generosity, gave a check upon
one of the Nashville hanks for fifteen hun
dred dollars, which upon the Doctor's pre-
senting for payment, and disecovering the pre
sunied error for the first time, sent a messen-
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ger back to Mr. Overton to have it correeted,
vut that gentlemran replied that, far from be-
ing a mistake, he felt that he had not even
then made a full compensation for the great
serviee which Dr. McDowell had rendered.

How many times during his career he had
oceasion to perform ovariotomy is not now
certainly known. He seems to have been
fonder of the sealpel than the pen; indeed, tn
lave been of that class of mankind, of which
we have all seen specimens, even among the
ablest and ieost cultivated, who have a nat-
ural autipathy *o writing. He is said to have
kept no notes of his cuases, and with the ex.
cepiton of the two communications above
gquoted, and in 1526, when many tried to
wrest his honors from him, a card to the pro-
fussion, and addressed especially to the
**Medical Faeulty and Class at Lexington,’’
which he was induced to publish, defending
his veracity and claims to having been the
first to perform and establish the feasibility
of the removal of diseased ovaries, is about
all he wrote for publication regarding his
operations. However, his nephew, Dr. Wm.
. MeDowell, who was for five years his pu-
pil. and two years his partner, tells us that up
to 1820 his uncle had done seven cases, six of
which he witnessed, and that six of the seven
were suceessiul. After the removal of this
nephew from Kentucky to Fincastle, Vir-
ginia, Dr. Alban G. Smith succceded to his
position as partner to Dr. Ephraim MeDow-
vll. and while with him Dr. Smith himself
twice performed ovariotomy, The younger
MeDowell stated that he had reliable testi-
mony of his unecle having during his life op-
erated at least thirteen times, exelusive of the
two cases Dr. Smith operated upon, when
they were in partnership, and that of the
cases operated npon by his unecle subsequent
to his retiring from partnership, he had per-
sonal knowledge of the recovery of two. This
would make a total of thirteen cases, with
vight recoveries.

IJr. MeDowell seems to have been very
careless of either his present or posthumous
fame, and to have originally drawn up the
repert of his cases at the repeated solicitation
of his nephew, Dr. James MeDowell, who, up
to the time of his premature death, had been
the partner of his unele, as his cousin Will-
iam, to whom we have alluded, afterwards
wis, The idea that his success wounld be pleas
ing to hi= former preceptor, John Bell, to
whem he felt he owed his determination to
perform the operation, aceording to his
nephew, seemed more than all else to have in-
duced him to pnt his cases hefore the profes-
sional world.

TLong after all dispute of the authenticity
of Dr. MecDowell’s cazes had eeased, the med-
ical literature of the past was ransacked to
find some one who had preceded him in the
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operation. Indeed, until the critical investiga-
tions of Dr. (Gross, it was generally believed
that L’Aumonier, Dzondi, and Galenzowski
had all preceded him, by having each done at
least a single ovariotomy. Going to the orig-
inal records of these gentlemen, however, it
was found that the first had only punctured an
abscess of the ovary, that Dzondi’s was sgim-
ply a case of gastrotomy upon a boy for a
pelvie tumor, and Galenzowski’s case while
really an imperfect ovariotomy, was not done
until 1827, eighteen years after the first case
of MecDowell. When Dr. Ephraim MecDowell
performed his first operation, as he said in
the publication of it, he had never ‘‘heard of
an attempt or success attending any opera-
tion such as this required.”’ At present we
ure not aware that even the most persevering
antiquarian research has been able to find av
undoubted ovariotomy before the time of Me-
Dowell; for although we observe that Mr.
Spencer Wells, in his recently published his-
tory of the origin and progress of ovariotomy,
says, on the authority of Dr. Washington L.
Atlee. that Dr. Robert Houston operated near
GGlasgow in 1701, and that ‘‘from this case it
will appear that ovariotomy originated with
Iiritish surgery, on British ground.’”” yet a
reference to the original record shows very
plainly that Dr. Houston was never really an
ovariotomist, in the sense of his having re-
moved an ovary, his operation, like L’ Aumon-
icr’s, consisting of laying open the diseased
ovary and evacuating a large quantity of gel-
atinous fluid, when, as he says, ‘‘I squeezed
out all 1 could and stitched up the wound in
three places almost equidistant.”” We ob-
serve that Dr. Atlee, in his volume on ‘‘ Ovar-
ian Tumors,”’ dedicates the book to his
brother, Dr. John L. Atlee, and to the mem-
ory of “*Dr. Ephraim MeDowell, the Father
of Ovariotomy.”” Even had the operation
been done many times before, forgotten or un-
notieed, as the case lay among the dead ree-
ords of the past, it should nst ana would no*
derogate at all from the glory of Dr. Me-
Dowell, who had never heard even of any at-
tempt to perform it, and who, after his per-
formance of it, first succeeded in establish-
ing it as a legitimate operation in the medical
world. When we think of one living on the
horder of Western civilization. in a little town
of between four and five hundred inhabitants,
far removed from the opportunity of consulta-
tion with any one whose opinion might be of
any value to him in such a case, and near a
thonsand miles away from the nearest hos-
pital or colloge dissecting-room at which he
might have had opportunity of studying and
practicing upon some bodyv who had perished
cof the diseass hefore performing a new un-
tried operation of such fearful magnitude up-
on the living, and learn of his having ponder-
¢d and contemplated all the difficulties, and
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with a full sense of the dangers liable to envi-
ron him in the attempt, and them, without
¢ther or chloroform, and by the aid of prob-
ably only one fully skilled assistant and two
or three medical students, see him attempt
and sueeessfully perform the first ovariotomy,
our admiratien for Dr. Ephraim MeDowell's
courage an:l skill rises to its full height, and
we feel that he is justly entitled to have ap-
plied to him Horace's words, deseribing the
stoutness of heart of the first mariners who
had the holdness to 2o down into the sea in
ships:

111 robur of aze triplex,

Cirea peetus erat, qui fragilem fruce
Cammizit nelago ralem

I'rimus.

Tre. MeDowell. in person, was nearly six
fect in height, nf eommanding earriage, of a
rather florid complexion, with black eyes and
dark hair, and deemed in youth a quite hand-
spime man. He was always remarkable for
his strength and agility, and while at Edin-
hurgh was pronounced the swiftest foot-racer
a! the whole U'niversity. He was one of the
kindest-hearted and most amiable men, over-
flowing with cheerfulness and good humor,
and readilvy spproachable by the world. He
scemed to he totallv devoid of all reserve and
austerity, a tinge of which is generally char-
aeteristic of the sehnlar and professional man,
and never appeared to assume that there was
any difference hetween the plane of his voea-
tion and that of the humblest unlettered
artisan. This seemed instinetively to strike
all who eame in contact with him, and an
casiners amormting almost to familiarity ex-
isterd between him and his fellow-citizens.
So true was this. that with the masses, proh-
ablv hecanse of this verv fact. he was not gen-
erally appreciated for his true worth. A
man in manner arrogating to himself nothing
ahove the populace. as may readily be heliev-
ed. would not. save hy those gifted with some.
thine ahove common penetration he acknowl-
cdged tn bhe superior to their sphere. Never,
however. was any of this air of familiarity in
the slightest degree tinetured with profes-
sional demaeoguery. His hitterest enemies
did not onee acense him of this, Bv a gentle
man of keen pereeption, vet living, whos~
father’s family physician he was, T am told
that never was there a man whose life was
freer from the acts of the charlatan, or more
entirelv deveid of all the petty ‘““tricks of
trade.”” which too frequently (disgrace the
medieal profession. While in the sick room.
thongh he wos fond of possiping ahout loea!
matters and the events of the dav, he habitn.
ally refrained from discussing things medieal,
oi any of the affairs of his rivals. with some
of whom he was publicly known to he on
anything but good terms. While in daily
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competition with certain members of the pre-
fession, whose echief strength was in the ap-
jrlication of such arts. they and their artifices
were held in supreme eontempt by him. From
what we can learn, one of the constant en-
teavors of these gentlemen, who knew that
they mever could approach MeDowell by fair
eompetition, was to try to train the com-
murnity to believe that there was a sort of
esszntial ineompatibility between surgery and
medicine, and that because he was infinitely
their superior in surgical knowledge and
manual dexterity, just by so much was he
their inferior in all the intricacies of the prae.
tice of medicine, whose arcana were not so
appreciably evident to the publie as the more
temonstrable work of the surgeon. Or, as
they were in the habit of putting it, that while
he was a bhold surgeon, he was but a poor
““Fever doctor.”” So far from this heing the
case, however, he kept himself fully abreast
with the progress of medicine by reading all
that was new on the subject. and was prob-
ably really as far in advance of his competit-
ors in physic as in surgery. Certainly we now
know that in the treatment of fever, he was in
some respects ahead of his time, though at
variance with the generally accepted doe-
trines of his day and the prevailing custom of
the physicians of his seetion. At that period
it was eustomary to give more or less mercury
in the progress of every fever amd, after a
dose of calomel or hluc-mass, to allow the pa-
tient eold water was thought to he recklessly
dangerous. The standard treatment of the
country was, to lei the patient have no drink
but what was warmed. and this usually con
sisted of water in which a piece of burnt
bread-erust or warm toast had heen soakeel.
On the contrary, Dr. MceDowell used to tell
his patients that there was no danger in cold
witer while the skin was hot and. while sueh
was the ease, he allowed them to use it ad Iih-
i‘um. T have heard an old gentleman who
lived in an adjoining eounty tell how. when
he was a hoy, and one of his hrothers lay very
ill of a fever. Dr. MeDowell was sent for. ane
of the anxious fears of the family, while
cheving the directions of the Doetor. who harl
the patient laid naked upon the floor, and
Imeketful after hucketful of cold water pour-
ed over him, to his great relief and ultimate
recovery. In medirine he looked upon Syden-
ham and Cullen as the master minds and set
their works ahove all others on practice.

To the svstem of over-drueggineg, then so
eommon. he was an enemy, helieving that as
then given hy the mass of the profession,
without diserimination. drugs were produe-
ing. in the aggregate. more harm than good,
Though praeticing medicine with more than
ordinary ahilitv. wvet his ineclinations wern
alwnys especially toward surgery, and it was
his custom. when praeticable, to throw as far
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as posgible the medical practice into the hands
nf his partner.

lle was a most acecomplished anatomist,
and used every winter, in conjunction with
his office students, of whom he generally had
at least two or ‘hree, to dissect in the upper
story of an old ahandoned building which
had formerly been the county jail; and his
office, in the course of time, had quite a num-
her of anatomieal preparations, the work of
his own hand. When having determined upon
the performance of any eapital operation, his
ecustom was to drill heforehand his students
who were to assist him thorouchly, until each
was perfeet in the part he was to perform:
not only this, but he compelled each to give a
suecinet history of the nature of the difficulty
requiring the operation, the anatomy of the
parts involved. 1he tissues to he divided, and
then to rehearse the different steps of the op-
eration itself. As an operator, it was the ir-
variable opinion of all competent judges that,
for conlness and dexterity, they had never
seen his equal. From the moment he took the
knife in his hand, preparatory to onerating,
he seemed to hecome enthused, and to the by
standers lonked like quite a different man.

He possessed an exeellent medieal library
for his dav and loeality. and was in the hahit
of purchasing most of the prineipal new
works on their issme. While having a fair
knowledze of the classies, vet most of his pro-
fessional leisure he gave to history and helle-
lettres. BBurns was an especial favorite with
him. and from his familiarity with the Seot-
tish dialect, acquired while in Edinburgh, his
readings and euotations were given with the
ilionn as perfeet as if he had heen a native of
** Auld Reelkie.”?

As a citizen, he was charitable and publie
spirited. favering and contributing. by his
means, to most of the enterprises which prom-
ised] @oodd to the community in which he resid-
od. He was an =sperial friend to Centre Col.
lege, cooperating largely hyv his influence and
monev toward its foundation, and was indee
one of its original eorporators and eunrators.
This. too. although ite zovernment was the
Preshvterian Chureh, while he himself was.
in religion. an Episcopalian. The site of the
present Episcopal edifice. Trinity Church,
was a eontribmtion from Dr. MeDowell.

In 1802 he married Sarah. a daughter of
(iovernor Teaae Shelhy. swith whom he lived
happilv. and raised a family of two sons and
four danghters. onlv three of whom survived
him. Mrs. MeDowell was his survivor hy ten
Years,

While in the full vigor of life, and in the
midst of his professional work. he contracted
an ““inflammatory fever ’* and. after an ill-
ness of a fortnizht., died in Danville on the
20th day of JJune. 1830, and was buried at
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Travelers’ Rest, one of the estates of the Shel-
by family, some six miles south of the town.

When we coosider the results to mankind
of the labors of Dr. McDowell, we do not hesi-
tate to rank him with the great benefactors
of the race. TBefore the 19th century, of the
thousands of women afflicted with ovarian
dropsy, to nct one could the most astute or
boldest of the healing profession promise
anything hopeful. The promise of the doctor,
when ealled to such a case, was that of the
priest. and not mueh more; for he could only
say: ‘““two years of life, filled with gradually
inereasing misery, is the full compass of the
days allotted to a woman who may find that
shie has an ovarian tumor, and unless God
works a miracle in your ecase, such is your in-
evitahle fate.”” But now, since the estahlish-
ment of ovariotomy by MeDowell, the matter
stands quite differently, for the physician of
onur era to-dayv, ean sav; ‘‘it is true that with-
ont an speration you are inevitably doomed to
death after some two vears of miserable suf-
fering; but by ovariotomyv von have seventy
chanees or more ont of a hundred, much bet-
ter than one nndergoing an amputation of the
thigh, not only of recovery, hut a full restor-
ation to health."

I’r. Peaslec has made a ealeulation, hased
on this known law of the lencth of life of 2
woman whe had an ovarian tumor uninter-
fered with. and the average age of all the
recorded eases of ovariotomy up to 1870, and
the prohabilities of longevity of healthy wo-
men of that age. according to the most ap-
proved tables of life insuranee, and has shown
that, ‘‘“in the United States and Great Brit-
ain alone, ovariotomy has, within the last
thirty wvears, direetly contributed more than
thirty thousand vears of active life to woman:
all of which would have bheen lost had ovari-
otomy never heen performed’’; to say nothing
of saving her more than a thousand vears of
uniold suffering. With these facts hefore
them. most devoutly indeed shonld all wo-
mankind hless the name of MeDowell.

To one living in Athens in the davs of the
glory of ancient Greece, and eonferring such
a hoon on the human race as ovariotomy. rank
among the demigods with a temple and an
altar. wonld have heen aceorded him by acela-
mation of the peonle. Had he lived in the
palmv davs of the Roman Republie, the high-
est eivie honors, a medal and a statue. if not
a shrine in the temple. would have heen his
bv a decree of the Senate: and had Ephraim
MeDowell heen horn and flonrished in any
one of the prineipalities of Europe, instead
of the Tnited States. long since would the
Government, prond of such a son. have econ-
forred titles of distinetion npon him and his
children while living, and erected a fittine
monument to his memorv when dead. But it
seems that to us of the hoasted Great Repub-
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lic of the Western World, the proverbial
charge regarding the ingratitude of Republies
is literally applicable in the case of the sub-
jeet of our sketech. Such were the thoughts
which erowded upon us recently, when we
made a pilgrimage to the burial-ground of
the Shelby family at Travelers’ Rest, and af-
ter climbing the stone-wall enclosure, finally
succeeded in struggling our way through the
brambles, hriars, tall weeds, and rank grass,
to the mneglected, lichen-covered sandstone
sinb, with simply the name of Ephriam Me-
Dowell npon it, which lies superimposed above
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erect the tallest shaft in all the land to mark
his resting-place, she would but justly confer
the worthiest of honor on one of her children;
vet does his fame not rest with us alone, nor
is the beneficience of ovariotomy confined
ulone to our part of the globe.

Like Jenner, MeDowell has been a bene.
factor for the generations of all times. aned
all countries, and as a few yvears ago the world
at large contributed to the statue of Jenner,
now erccted in Hyde Park, London, so do
we think it most fitting that all nations be al-
lowed to contribute to a suitable statue to Me-

THE GRAVES OF DR. AND MRS, McDOWELL AT TRAVELERS' REST

the remains of one to whom the whole world
should feel deeply grateful, and of whom
Kentucky and the American Republic may
always be justly proud.

While Kentueky, and nearly every state of
1he Repnblic, have at different times voted
monuments, statues or paintings. to one and
another political favorite or military idol of
the day, the worthiness of the commemoration
of none of whom is to he compared to that of
MeDowell, and while if our State should

Dowell, to be erected in Danville, the scene of
the first ovariotomy. But since Dr. MeDowell
has been woman’s special henefactor, we think
it would be especially appropriate that the
gratitude of the women of all nations should
be allowed to display itself in the erection of
a fitting memorial to their friend. Indeed,
that a hronze statue of life size should be
erected solely from the voluntary eontribu-
tions throughout the world of those who may
owe their lives to the operation of ovariotomy.
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THREE CASES OF EXTIRPATION OF
DISEASED OVARIES.*

By Epurary McDowern, M. D.

“Case I. Tn December, 1809, T was called
to see a Mrs, Crawford, who had for several
months thought herself pregnant. She was
affocted with pain similar to labor pains, for
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was to one side, admitting of an easy remov-
al to the other. Upon examination, per
vaginam, [ fonnd nothing in the uterus, which
induced the conclusion that it must be an an-
larged ovarium. Having never seen so large
a substance extracted, nmor heard of an at-
tempt or suceess attending any operation sach
asg this required. I gave to the unhappy wo-
man information of her dangerous siutation.

o

THE FIRST OVARIOTOMY

Copy of an idealized picture, said to have been painted from a sketch and description by Dr. Albin Geldsmith,
a puartper of Dr. MeDowell, and an assistant at this and other of hia operations.

By the courtesy of Dr. Fayette Dunlap, Danville

which she conld find no relief. So strong was
the presumption of her being in the last stage
of pregnanev. that two physicians who were
consilted in her ease requested my aid in de-
livering her. The abdomen was considerably
enlarged. and had the appearance of preg-
naney, though the inelination of the tumor

*A reprint from the Electric Repertory and Anpalyiical
Review, of Philadelphla, October. 1816, then the only medical
journal published in this country.

She appeared willing to undergo an experi-
mnent, which T promised to perform, if she
weuld come to Danville, the town where I
live, a distance of sixty miles from her place
of residenee. This appeared almost imprae-
ticable by any though the most favorable con-
veyance, though she performed the journey
in a few davs on horseback. With the assist-
anee of my nephew and colleague, James Mec-
Dowell, M. D., I commenced the operation,
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which was concluded as follows: Having
placed her on a table of the ordinary height.
on her hark, and removed all her dressing
which might in any way impede the opera-
tion, I made an ineision about three inches
fune, from the museulus rectus abdominis, on
the left side, continuing the same nine inches
in length, parallel with the fibres of the above-
nained muscle, extending into the eavity of
the abdomen, the parietes of which were a
good deal econtused, which we aseribed to the
resting of the tumor on the horn of the saddle
during the journey. The tumor then appear-
e full in view. but was so large that we could
not take it away entire. We put a strong liga-
ture around *he Fallopian tube near to the
uterus; we then cut open the tumor, whieh
wis the ovarinm, and the fimbriated part of
the Fallopian tube very much enlarged We
took out fifteen pounds of a dirty, gelatinous-
Inoking substance ; after which we cut through
-the Fallopian and extracted the sac, which
weighed seven pounds and a half. As soon as
the external opening was made, the intestines
rushed out upon the table, and so completely
was the abhdomen filled by tumor, that thev
eould not he replaced during the operation,
which was terminated in about twenty-five
minutes. We then turned her upon her left
side, so as to permit the hlood to eseape, af
ter which we closed the external opening with
the interrupted suture, leaving out at the
lower end of the incision the ligature which
surrounded the Fallopian tube. Between
every two stitches we put a strip of adhesive
plaster, which, by keeping ‘the parts in con-
taci. hastened the healing of the incision. We
then applied the usual dressing, put her to
hed. and preseribed a striet observance of
the antiphlogistic regimen. In five days, 1
visited her, and much to my astonishmen!
found her engaged in making up her bed. 1
gave her particular caution for the future
and in twenty-five days she returned home. as
she came. in good health, which she continues
to enjoyv.'’

““Case II. Since the ahove case, I was call-
¢l to a negro woman who had a hard and
very painful tumor in the ahdomen. I gave
her mereury for three or four months, with
some abatement of pain, but she was still un-.
abl: to perform her usual duties. As the
tumor was fixed and immovable, I did nol
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advise an operation, though, from the earnest
solicitation of her master and her own dis-
tressful condition, T agreed to the experiment,
I had her placed upen a table, laid her side
open, as in the above ease, put my hand in,
found the ovarium very much enlarged, pain-
ful to the tourh, and firmly adhering to the
vesica-urinaria and fundus uteri. To -ex-
tract. [ thought would “e instantly fatal; but
hy way of experiment, I plunged the sealpel
inta the «isease:d part. Mueh gelatinous sub-
stance, as in the above case, with a profus-
ion of blood, rushed to the external opening,
amdd I eonveved it off hy placing my hamd un
der the tumoir and suffering the discharge to
take place over it. Notwithstanding my great
cara, a quart or more of blood escaped into the
abdomen. After the hemorrhage had ceased.
[ tzok out as cleanly as possible the blood, in
which the howels were completely envelopel.
Though I considered the case as nearly hope
less, T advised the same dressings and the
sioae regimen as in the above case. She has
entirely recovered from all pain, and pursues
her ordinary oecupation.’

“Case 1I. Tn May. 1816, 2 negro woman
was brought to me from a distanes, 1 foumn:!
the ovarium mueh enlarged, and as it could
he casily moved from side to side [ advised
the extraction of it.  As it adhered to the left
side, I ehanged my plan of opening to the
linea alba. T began the incision, in company
with my partner and ecolleague, Dr. Wm.
Coffer, an inch helow the umbiliens. and ex-
tended it to within an inch of the os pubis.
I then put a ligature around the Fallopian
tnhe, and endeavored to turn out the tumor,
but could not. [ then cut to the right of the
umbilicus and above it two inches, turned out
a seirrhous ovarium, weighing six pounds.
and cut it off elose to the ligature put around
the Fallopian tube. T then closed the external
opening as in former cases. and she complain-
ing of cold and chilliness, | put her to hed
prior to dressing her; then gave her a wine-
glassful of cherry-bounce and thirty drops of
laudanum, which soon restoring her warmth,
when she was dressed as usual. She was well
in two weeks, at the end of which time the
cord was taken away. and she now, without
complaint, officiates in the laborious oecupa-
tion of cook to a large family.’’

Danville, Kentucky.
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FACSIMILE OF A LETTER FROM DR. McDOWELL.*
WRITTEN THF YEAR BEFORE HIS DEATH.

Jiit g
b it G0tk 2. &
83T ol Bz wide &
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*This letter. detailing the circumstances leading upto and attending the first ovariotomy. was written to Dr. Robert J.
Thompson. then a medical student in Philadelphia. but always a citizen. and antil his death In 1887, a highly respected phy-
sieian. of Woodford county. Kentucky. where three of his children, ioclading Dr. R, J. Thompson. jonior, still reside. It Is
expected that the orfninal letter. handsomely framed. will be given an honored place on the walls of the State Historical
sSociety. in the Capital Building at Frankfort.  As will be seen. this letter was written before the days of stamps and en-

velopes.
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JOHN DAVIES JACKSON. M. D,
By Lewis 8. McMoerTry, M. D, L.L. D,

John Davies Jackson was born in Danville
on December 12, 1824 and died in that place
on Deeember 8, 1875. not completing the
forty-first vear of his life. He was the eldest
child of John and Margaret Jackson. hoth
natives of Kentueky. He recived his edueu-
tion at Centre College in Danville, from which
institution he received the degree of A. B, in
15854, He was an excellent student, and early
gave evidenee of the power of close applica-

ing disposition, public recognition of his abil-
ity and qualifieations came very slowly; but
he was never idle. He gave himself with en-
thusiasm and close applieation to the study of
medieal literature. He also began the study
of the Freneh language, in which he became
(uite profizient and thereby familiarized him-
self with the hest medieal literature of Eu-
rope. The unremitting labhor of these early
years of practice laid the foundation of bhroad
seientific  culture whieh distinguished his
later career.

Dr. Jackson had hecome fairly established

DOCTOR JOHN D. JACKSON

1834--1875

tion. Immediately after his graduation he
entered upon the study of medicine, and in
the autumn of 1854 matriculated in th- Med-
ical Department of the University of Louis-
ville. After one course in the University, he
went to Philadelphia and entersd the Medieal
Department of the University of Pennsyl-
vania, from which he graduated with the de-
eree of M. 1), 1857,

He returned immediately to his native town
of Danville and entered the practice of med
icine, He never ceased to be a student. Be-
ing naturally of modest demeanor and r=tir-

in practice when the war between the states
broke upon the conntry. He entered the Con-
federate Army with the rank of Surgeon, and
was engaged in  aetive service in  the field
throughout the great confliet. He received
Lis parole at Appomattox, and returned to his
home at Danville immediately. At this time
he found himself without means, but with
abundant courage and faith in the future he
opened his office and resumed his professional
lahors. He seemed to bring to his work re-
newed energy and determination, and soon his
time was fully oecupied with private prac-
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tice. He gave himself wholly to his profes-
sional work. e resumed the studv of the
FFreneh language and began to collect a li-
brary which in time hecame one of the finest
private medical libraries to he found in this
country. His collection was very rich in old
copies of the medieal classies, and his table
was always filled with the wery best current
literature of the day. :

Dr. Jackson at this time realized the great
importance of advanced elinieal study and, in
order that he might repair the deficiencies of
his early training, he went to New York and
devoted himself to private eourses upon
special branches in medicine. He was espeei-

ally interested in surgery. and applied him-

slf with enthusiasm to the most recent ad-
vances in surgical pathology and practice.
Almost every year from 1969 until his death
he spent some months in New York in this
way. In 1869 he contributed an article to
the American Journal of Medical Sciences
upon “‘'I'richiniasis’’ which is one of his most
vitluable publieations. This essay shows thor-
ough familiarity with the literature upon this
stthjeet in all languages. Very soon after his
rciurn from the army he established a private
dissecting-room and began to take pupils for
instruetion in the elementary branches of
medicine. He gave thorough eourses in prae-
tical anatomy and in surgieal operations upon
the eadaver. He made numerous contribu-
tions to the medical literature, all of which
were of praetical eharacter, and hased upon
thorough knnwledge of the suhject. He at-
tended the annual meetings of the American
Medieal Association and at the time of his
death was the first vice-president of that body.
Ile founded the Boyvle County Medienl Bo.
ciety, which hecame one of the most efficient
organizations in the State, and was a regu-
lar attendant and contributor to the annual
meetings of the Kentucky State Medical Seo-
ciety, it
In arder to perfect his professional Anowl-
edge, Dr. Jackson went to Europe in 15872, He
attended the meeting of the British Medical
Association a8 a delegate from the Ameriean
Medlieal Association, and spent muoch time in
London. Edinburgh, Paris. and other Enro-
pean centers. In Paris he spent several
months in pursuit of speeial studies. He
made numerous acquaintances among. prom-
inent teachers of Europe, and by eorrespond-
ence kept in touch with members of the pro-
fession there during the remainder of his life.
T'pon his return home after his visit to Eu-
rope, his lahors hecame more extensive. His
practice extended throughout central Ken-
tucky, and his services were commanded as
a consultant verv extensivelv. His growing
practice, however, did not prevent his de-
votion to the study of medical seience, which
he cultivated with the wutmost devotion
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throughout his career. In 15873 he translated
Faraheuf’s ** Manual on the Ligation of Ar-
teries,”” which was published by .J. P. Lip-
pincott & C'o.,, of Philadelphia. About the
same time he wrote a hiographical sketeh of
iir. Epbraim MeDowel! (see page 11) which
attracted renewed attention to the achieve-
ments of this great pioneer surgeon. The idea
of erecting a monument to the memmory of
MeDowell originated with Dr. Jackson, and
he pressed the subject upon the attention of
the profession until it received consideration
hy the Kentucky State Medieal Soeiety andl
the Ameriean Medical Assoeciation. In the
spring of 1873, while engaged in an autopsy
Dr. Jaekson infected one of his fingers. and
suffered with a severe systemic infection, Iis
illness taxed severely his strength, and he
never fully recovered. During his convales-
ence he developed pulmonary tuberculosis,
and after a long illness suecumbed to this dis-
case. As previously stated his death oceurred
in December. 1875, before the completion of
his forty-first year.

Dr. Jackson possessed superior talents, high
scholarship, untiring industry. and a mind
of singular alertness and vigor., He loved
scienee for its own sake, and looked upon his
profession as a great privilege of serviee and
duty. His ideals were high, and he lived up
to them with ineorruptible honor and integ-
rity of eharacter. He performed many of the
most important operations in surgery, and
his contributions to surgieal literature show
a profound knowledge of the subjeets treated
therein. As a writer he was clear and con-
¢ise, and his language gave evidence of schol-
arly attainments. During the last year of his
activities, he was intensely interested in the
researches of Lister, which were attracting
great attention at that time, and had he lived
ire would have been one of the first to grasp
and apply in sargical practice the great prin-
ciples of the antiseptic system. He was a
model preceptor, and inspired his pupils with
ambition and a thorough appreciation of the
high aims and purposes of the profession. He
was a delightful ecompanion, and was devotesl-
Iy loved by his personal friends and those to
whom he administerad as a physician and sur-
geon, He was one ol the most sineere and
steadfast friends.

In personal appearanee he was above the
medium height, verv ereet and rather sien-
der. He had fine hluish-gray eyes, a firm ex-
pression about the mouth and a forehead indi-
cutive of intellect. In his habits he was sys-
tematie, and in all his engagements he was
promptness itself,

Dr, Jackson was unmarried, his social visits
were few, and his entire life was devoted to
his profession,
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DEDICATORY ADDRESS.

By Pror. Savmeen D Gross, M, D, LL D
D. (¢, L. Oxon,

Gentlemen of the Kentucky State Medical So-
ciety, Ladies and Gentlemen :

Nearly fifty years ago the citizens of Dan-
ville, then a small, obscure village. earried to
its last resting plaee all that was mortal of
the man whose monument will henceforth
mark an era in the history of the medieal pro-
fession, and of the people of Kentucky. The
announcement of his death, after a brief ill-
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0)f those who were present on that melan-
choly occasion, one after another has disap-
peared. New generations have sprung up.
and a scene that wrapped a whole community
in sorrow and caused general regret in the
American medical profession is, with the most
of the people of this section of Kentucky, a
mere tradition. The marble slab erected by
the hand of affection over the mortal remains
bears the simple bhut significant inseription,
Fieuramm MeDoweLL.

Who was this man, this Ephraim MecDowell,
in honor of whose memory we have assembled
here this evening? Was he a hero whose body

ness, in the fifty-ninth year of his age, on the

THE MONUMENT

Ziith of June, 1830, caused deep and wide-
spread grief in the community in which he
had so long lived. and of which he had heen
so conspicnous, honored. and heloved a mem-
ber. By none was his loss more profoundly
deplored than by the poor of Danville and its
neighborhood, who had been so  frequently
henefited by his skill and so frequently the
reeipient of his hounty. Many a tear was
shed as the hody was tenderly laid in the
carth, and many a sigh was heaved as the re-
flection came that the mantle of such a man
would he long in finding worthy shoulders.

wuy searred as he was leading his armies in
the defense of his country? Was he a great
magistrate. meeting out justice to his fellow
citizens, protecting their rights, and wisely
interpreting their laws? Was he a legislator,
devising means for the development of the re-
sources of hig state, and the promotion of the
happiness of gociety* Was he a great senator,
like Clay or Crittenden or Webster, expound-
ing the constitution and convulsing the
Ameriean people by the power and majesty of
his eloquence? Ephraim MeDowell was not
any of these, and vet he was none the less a
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good and a wise man, nor is he any the Jess
entitled to the world’s gratitude. Following
the noble voeation of a praectitioner of the
healing art, liberally dispensing alike to poor
amd rich the blessings of his knowledge and
of his skill, he silently pursued the even tenor
of his way, a faithful servant of his profession,
with no ambition for meretricious distinetion.
It was here.-on this very spot, that he achieved
that renown whieh so justly entitles him to be
ranked among the benefactors of his race. It
was here, while engaged in the daily routine
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Ephraim McDowell will be regarded in all
time to come as the ‘‘Father of Ovariotomy,’’
and as one of the master spirits of his profes-
sion. We are here this eyening to place upon
his tomh a wreath of immortelles, expressive
of our admiration and respect, and of the
gratitude of more than two thousand women
reseued from an untimely grave by his opera-
tion. That his claims to this distinction are
well founded the history of this operation
abundantly attests. For a long time it was
thought that other surgeons had anticipated

DOCTOR SAMUEL D. GROSS
1805 - - 1584

of his calling, that he performed an exploit
which no one had ever achieved hefore, and
which. although for a long time denounced
and condemned by many otherwise enlighten-
el surgeons and practitioners as an outrage-
ous, if not murderous innovation, is now uni-
versally admitted as one of the estahlished
procedures in surgery ; an operation which, in
its aggregate results in the hands of different
surgeons, has already added upwards of for-
ty thousand years to woman’s life, and which
i$ destined aa time rolls on, to rescue thou-
gands upon thousands of human heings from
premature destruction,

him in this undertaking, but all the douht
that had hung over the subject was at length
completely dispelled in 1852 in an address
whieh I had the honor to read before the Ken-
tucky State Medical Society at its annual
meeting at Louisville, entitled ** A Report on
Kentucky Surgery.’”' In the prosecution of
my inquiries I became deeply interested in
the subjeet of ovariotomy, and especially in
the claims of MeDowell as its originator.
With this end in view I engaged in a long
and laborious correspondence, in which I was
kindly assisted by Professor Daniel Drake,
D'r. William Galt, and Dr. William A. Me-
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Dowel, a nephew and at one time a partner of
the great surgeon. Letters were addressed to
physicians in different parts of the State, and
#lso to the surviving members of Dr. MeDow-
ell’s family, asking for information respeet-
ing the number and results of his cases, as
well as the names and residences of his pa
tients, and any other intelligence caleculated
to throw light upon hiz life and character;
matters eoneerning which, up to that period,
hardly anything definite was known. These
documents are still in my possession, and will
probably at no distant day be given to the
publie.

When this investigation was begun the
origin of this operation was generally aserib-
ed to a French surgeon, Li’Aumonier, of Rou-
en, who, it was contended. had performed it
in 1776, when MeDowell was hardly five years
old. More reeently the honor has heen claim-
ed by our British brethren for Dr. Robt. Hous-
ton, of (ilasgow, whose name appears in con-
nection with an operation upon the ovary as
carly as 1771. The operation, however, has
heen found upon a eareful examinaticn of the
history of the e¢ase to be entirely different
from that of the Kenlueky surgeon. The ease
was simply one of ovarian tumor, the con.
tents of which were partially evaenated by
an ineision made through the abdomen, the
eyst itself being left hehind.

These and other pretensions that have been
set up by different nationalities are whelly
unsupported by faets; for a ecareful study of
the cases which have heen reported by their
respertive operators will serve to convinee
any unprejudiced mind that, so far from he-
ing examples of ovariotomy, they were sim-
ply instancez of eyvstie tumors. similar to
those already mentioned in connection with
the names of L’Aumonier and Houston. In-
deed a considerable number of such opera-
tions were performed Jduring the last century,
chiefly hy Freneh, German and English sur-
reons, or, 48 thevy wonld now call themselves,
if living. gyneenlogists.

The first actual case of ovariotomy of
whi~h there is any authentic account oeeur-
red in this town in December, 1809, in the
hands of Ephraim MeDowell, and to him and
to him alone is due the eredit of having de-
vised and first suecessfully exeented the opera-
tion. All honor, then. we say, to the man who
thus paved the way to a new path of humanr-
itv, sinee so nobly trodden by his suceessors'
All hanor to the man who had the courage and
skill to (o that which no man had ever dared
to do hefore!  All honor. too, to the heroic wo-
man who, with death literally staring her in
the face, was the first to submit calmly and
resignedly to what certainly was at the time
a snrgical experiment. To her, too. let a
monument he erected, not hy the Kentucky

State Medieal Soeiety or hy the ecitizens of .
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Kentueky, but by suffering women who, with
her example before them, have been the re-
cipients of the inestimable boon of ovarivtomy,
with a new lease of their lives and with im-
munity from subsequent discomfort and dis-
tress. ] know of no greater example in all
history of heroisin than that displayed by this
noble woman in submitting to an untried
operation. MeDowell himself must have been
startled, if not absolutely abashed, when he
found how willing she was, after he had de-
picted to her, in the most glowing colors and
m: the strongest and plainest language, the
risks of the operation. When a surgeon, how-
ever experienced or skillful, meets with a des-
perate ease, and finds that, after having in-
iormed his patient that if an operation be
jresformed it witl he likely to destroy him, he
i3 willing and ready to incuar the risk, his
heart often fails him and he deeply regrets
that the poor sufferer ever fell into his hands.
So no doubt MeDowell felt upon this occasion.
*“Having never,”” he said, ‘‘seen so large a
substance extracted nor heard of an attempt
or success attending any operation such as
this required, I gave the unhappy woman in-
formation of her dangerous situation. She
scemed willing to undergo an  experiment,
which I promised to perform if she would
eome to Danville. the town where 1 live, a dis-
tanee of sixty miles.”. She did eome, and the
experiment, as MeDowell very properly calls
it, was, as already stated, performed. A
rapid recovery ensted, and the patient, Mrs.
Urawford, a Kentucky lady, survived the op-
eration thirty-two yvears, enjoving for the most
part excellent health, and dying at length in
the seveny-ninth vear of her age. Thus, it
wil! be seen, this heroic and courageous wo-
man owed nearly two-fifthe of her Iife to the
skill and eare of her surgeon. Our admira-
tion of this noble woman is greatly enhanced
when we refleet that the operation was per-
formed without the aid of anestheties, which
were not introdueed into praectice nntil a third
of a eentury afterward, as is our admiration
of the surgeon when we recall the faet that he
had no trained assistants to aid him in his
work. executed despite the most strenuous and
persistent efforts to persuade him from under-
taking it.

It is not a little remarkable that no ac-
count of this operation was published until
cight yvears after it was performed. Whether
this was (ue to inherent modesty on the part
of MeDowell, to indifference to fame, to sheer
apathy, to an aversion to writing, or to fear
of ~riticism. 1o which such an undertaking,
without a precedent in the annals of surgery,
would necessarily expose him, it would he
ildle to eonjecture, Tt is sufficient for my pur-
pose to know that the first notice of it appear-
ed in 1817, in the Philadelphia Eclectic Re-
pertory and Analytical Review. The com-
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munication. which eovered not quite three oc
tavo pages of printed matter, was entitled
““Three Cases of Extirpation of Diseased
Ovaria,”” and was drawn up so loosely and
varelessly as to be well calculated to elicit ad-
verse eriticism, as indeed it speedily did both
at home and abroad in a way not at all caleu-
lated to reflect eredit upon the author as a lit-
erary and scientific man. The details of the
cases were gingularly meagre ; there was noth-
ing said respecting their origin, progress, or
diagnosis, and even the operations themselves
were very imperfeetly deseribed. If such
operations had been performed in our day the
most minute circumstances would have speed-
ily found their way into print. The fact is
MeDewell possessed no faeility as a writer,
and he lacked that grace of diction and power
of expression so well adapted to impart inter-
est even to the driest details. and which ean
he aciuired only by long practece. In a word,
he was g stranger to the pen and had no faney
fer itg uye.  Writing was a great bore to him.
a compulsory necessity. The report of his
ecases soon after its publication was severely
criticised. and an attempt was made to throw
diseredit upon his statements, or, in other
terms, to impugn his veracity. Had MeDow-
ell lived in our day, when intelligence flashes
with lightning speed. not only from one sec-
tion of the eountry to another but from con-
tinent to continent. such an oeeurrenee would
not have been possible,

Dr. James Johnson, the very able and learn-
od editor of the London Medico-Chirurgical
Feview, a jonrnal widely eireunlated both in
Great Britain and in the United States, was
especially savage and satirieal. He could not
imagine it to he possible that an American
surgeon, living in a small, obscure village in
the wilds of Kentucky, or in the backwoods of
America, as he expressed it, could perform
such an operation, or become a pioneer in a
new branch of surgery. In eommenting up-
on MeDowell’s first case, especially upen the
wonderfully ‘rapid recovery of the patient, he
exclaims, apparently in holy horror and with
uplifted hands, ““C'redot Judoeus, non ego.”’
In a subsequent article, published in 1827,
Johnson again calls attention to MeDowell's
cases, adding that of five cases reported four
had recoversd and only one had died.
‘““There were ecireumstances,’”’ remarks this
(‘erberus. “‘in the narratives of some of the
first eases that raised misgivings in our minds,
for whiech uncharitableness we ask pardon of
God, and of Dr. Ephraim MeDowell, of Dan-
ville.”” It is presumable that this frank and
manly recamntation on the part of a man who
oreupied so elevated and influential a posi-
tion as the editorship of the most widely read
medical journal in the world had some effect
in eontrolling professional sentiment and in-
spiring confidence in the declarations of a

surgeon whom he had only a few vears before
denounced as a hackwoods operator unworthy
of eredence. Nevertheless Dr. MceDowell had
for a long time no imitators. Among those
who, on this side of the Atlantie, had the cour-
age to follow in his footsteps, were Nathan
Smith, of New Haven, in 1821, Alban G.
Smith, a partner of MeDowell, in 1823, and
Dr. David L. Rogers, of New York, in 1529,
All of the eases terminated favorably. Me-
Dowell himself, as clearly as 1 could determ-
ine in preparing my report on Kentucky
Surgery, operated altogether thirteen times,
with the result of eight cures, four deaths, and
one failure, due to an inability to complete the
operation on account of extensive adhesions of
the tumor; a degree of success which, consid-
ering the faet that he had no precepts except
his own experience to guide him, was emin-
cntly creditable to his judgment, eare, and
skill, and which, although exceeded in recent
times, was for a third of a ecentury pretty
much the average in the hands of his follow-
ers, both in Ameriea and in Europe. If we
go to the other side of the Atlantic we shall
find that the first attempt at ovariotomy in
Great Britain oecurred in the praetice of Mr.
Jokn Lizars, of Edinburgh. This gentleman
in 1825 published a beautiful monograph
upon the subjeet, in which he gave a detailed
aceount of four ecases, with twe recoveries,
one death, and one an utter and disgraceful
failure, due {0 an erroneous diagnosis both
ovaries heing perfectly sound. Mr. Lizars,
who was a surgeon of considerahle note in his
day, was led to turn his attention to this sub-
Jeet from having read an account of MeDow-
ell's operations, which had accidentally fallen
into his hands dnring the absence of Mr, John
Bell. MeDowell’s olid  preceptor. upon the
continent, from whirh he never returned. The
brochure here referred to was, there is reason
to believe, of great service in calling to the
suhject the attention of Kuropean surgeons
generally, the more especially as it embraced
a full report of the Kentucky ecases, which,
up to that period, had lain, as it were, in a
state of dormaney. Nothing, however. of anv
moment was done anywhere, either at home or
ahroad, until 1842, when ovariotomy received
a new impulse at  the hands of Dr. Charles
Clay, of Manchester, England. followed short-
ly after hy Dr. Frederick Bird, of London,
and the two hrothers Altee. John and Wash-
ington, of Pennsylvania, the first case of the
former having occurred in 1843 and that of
the latter in 1844, To these gentlemen is un-
guestionably due the great merit of reviving
the operation and of placing it upon a firm
and immutable hasis as one of the established
proecedures in surgery. Their attempts to gen-
eralize the operation met every where with
great opposition and even oblogquy. Dr. Clay,
who introduced it into England, in referring
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to the subjeect states that he had to wade
through much vexatious opposition, great mis-
apprehensions. and gross misunderstandings;
and the experience of Dr. Washington L. At-
lee was still more trying and annoying. In an
address which he delivered in 1572 before the
I’hiladelphia County Medical Society, enti-
tled ** A Retrospect of the Struggles and Tri-
umphs of Ovariotomy in Philadelphia,’’ he
depicts in glowing language the ohstacles
whieh this operation had to encounter in this
country and in his own e¢ity. ‘‘Ovariotomy."’
he exclaims, ‘*was every where derided. It
was denounced hy the general profession. in
the medieal societies, in all the medical ecol-
leges, and even by the majority of my own col-
leagues. 1 was misrepresented before the
medieal publie, and was pointed at as a dan.
gerous man, and even as a murderer. The op-
position went so far that a celebrated pro-
Jessor, a popular teacher and eaptivating
writer, in his publie lectures, invoked the law
to arrest me in the performance of this opera-
tion.”” This rancorous opposition, however,
founded as it was upon ignorance and preju-
dive, gradually wore away, and the men who
were most ¢lamorous in keeping it up either
disappeared from the active scenes of life, or
vielded graecefully to the light of reason an<
experience, Dr. Clay, writing in 1874, states
that he had cperated upon two hundred and
seventy-six cases, while these of Dr. Atlee, at
the time of his death. less than a year ago,
amounted to three hundred and eighty-seven.
Mr. T. Spencer Wells, of London, whose bril-
liant earecr as a ovariotomist began 1n 1858,
wrote to me on the 2%9th of April, 1879, that
he had just had his nine hundred and thirty-
vighth case. Mr. Thomas Keith, of Edin-
burgh, whose eareer in this field of surgery is
alse wondertfully brilliant, informs me, in a
letter written a short time previously to that
of his English eonfrere. that he had operated,
up to that date, two hundred and eighty-four
times. D, John L. Atlee has operated fifty-
seven times: Dr. Alexander Dunlap, of Ohio,
one hundred and forty-three times; Edmund
K. Peaslee. seventyv-seven times: Professor T.
fiaillard Thomas., one hundred and twenty-
=ix thoes, and Dr. Gilman Kimball, the oldest
aned most renowned  American  ovariotomist
since the death of Dr. Washington L. Atlee,
two hundred and  forty times. Professor
Iiriggs. of Nashville. who has operated up-
ward of fifty times, recently had three cases
of ovariotomy on the same day. the patients
living within a short distance of each other.
It is #n interesting fact with regard to the
history of ovariotomy in this conntry that Dr,
John L. Atlee’s first operation, performed in
1543, was also the first operation in which
hoth ovaries were removed. In the report of
this remarkahle ease. an unusunally elaborate
one, in the American Journal of the Medical

Scienre, for Jannary, 1844, after instituting
a comparison hetween this and other capital
operations, Dr. Atlee makes a strong appeal
in favor of ovariotomy. ‘‘Let this opera-
tion,”” he says, ‘‘but be placed upon its legiti-
mate basis, and let it receive that attention
from the profession which has been devoted
o other departments of surgery. and we shall
soon arrive at such a knowledge of the proper
time and manner of operating, and hefore
those eomplications exist which render it im-
practicable, as will he the means of saving
many unfortunate and hopeless vietims.*’
When this operation was performed Dr. Atlee
was not aware of the cases that had occurred
in England in the practice of Dr. Clay and
Mr. Walne, and he informs me that he would
never have performed it if he had not studied
with great care the report of MecDowell’s
ei:ses.  The sneeess of his operation, one of the
twost brilliant on reeord, induced him and his
hrother to repeat it on the first favorable op-
portunity, despite the opposition and clamor
of their professional brethren. Up to 1850
only eighteen Amezrican surgeons, including
the originator, had performed this opera-
tion. In 1855 it reeeived a new impulse from
the publieation of Dr. Washington L. Atlee’s
firat thirty-five cases, and in the following
vear appeared the admirable prize essay of
Dr. Genrge H. Lyman, of Boston, entitled
“*The History and Statisties of Ovariotomy.”’
emhracing a summary of three hundred cases,
being all that there were then known as hav-
ing oceurred in different parts of the world.
(in the continent of Europe ovariotomy made,
until recently, very slow progress, although
('hrysmar, of Germany. had performed it
three times hefore the elose of 1820, and con-
sequently several vears hefore it was attempt-
el hy Lizars, of Edinbargh. Tn France it was
performed for the first time in 1847, In these
countries, as in the United States and Great
Britain, it was long denonnced as an unsafe
and improper operation, and that this should
have heen the ease is not surprising when we
consider the enormous mortality which at-
tended it, even in the hands of many of the
most accomplished surgeons. The results of
late vears. however, have heen more encourasg-
ing. and have been particularly flattering in
ithe hands of Koeberle. of Strasbourg. Shroe-
der, of Berhin, and Skoeldberg, of Sweden,
not to mention others. (variotomy is no lon-
ger on trial: it has suecessfully passed that
ordeal. and is now performed in every coun-
try of the earth where civilization has earried
the blessings of scientific medieine.

The frequeney of ovarian diseases iz appall-
ing: far greater, indeed than it is generally
supposed to he. One surgeon alone, Dr.
('lay. of England. declares that he had exam-
inedd within a single decade eight hundred
and fifty cases! Who, in view of these oecur-
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rences, will deny the blessings of ovariotomy,
especially when we take into consideration the
faet that few women laboring under maladies
nf this kind live longer than about four years,
unless relieved by surgical interference?

The mortality of this operation is worthy
of brief notice in econnection with Dr, Me-
Dowell’s name and fame. His own cases—-
thirteen in number, with eight cures, four
deaths, and one failure to complete the opera-
tion on aceount of extensive adhesions. show
an astonishing degree of sneeess when we ree-
ollect all the eircumstanees attending them,
especially the operator’s own inexperience,
an<d the ahsence of any rules to guide him ir
his undertakings, For a number of vears af-
ter McDowell’s death the mortality in the
hands of different surgeons exhibited but lit-
tle improvement upon that in his ewn prae.
tice. Thus, of one thousand four hundred
and eight cases collected by me in 1871. from
various sources, native and foreign, four hun-
dred and fifteen died, affording a mortality of
twentv-four per cent.. or one death in every
three and two fifth ecases. That the results of
the operation are materially influeneed hy the
manner in which it is performed, and hyv the
previous and suhsequent treatment, is a fact
long sinee fully established. Thus, if we take
the statisties of one hundred cases in the hands
of sn many different surgeons, men who have
no experience in such cases and who follow
the nrdinary method of operating, the mortal-
ity will he found 10 he enormous, just as it
would he likely to he under similar eircum-
stanees in anv other grave operation, as litho-
tomy. the larger amputations, trephining of
the skull. and the lieation of the larger ar-
teries. No one will denv that experience is a
most important factor in saving or destrov-
ing life in all the more serious. severe, or cap-
ital operations. The results of ovariotomy in
the hands of professed or skilled ovari-
otomists. men who make a speeialty of abdom-
inal surgery. are among the greatest triumnhs
of our art. entitling them to he ranked among
the noblest henefartors of the present day, or
indeed of anv day. The cases of Washington
T. Atlee. Charles Clay, T. Spencer Wells,
Thomas Keith. Gilman Kimhall, Alexander
Dunlap. T. Gaillard Thomas. and others. are
eounted, not bv tens or twenties or thirties,
hnt hv hondreds. Tt is this enormous multi-
plieation of eases that makes these men such
evperts and that gives them such superiority
over those whose practice is comparatively
limited. One of the most eratifvine circum-
stances connected with this operation is the
gradually deereasing mortality. even in the
hands of the most suecessful surgeons. This
is strikinglv shown. to go no farther, by the
statisties of Dr. Clay, of Manchester, who, as
previonsly stated. introduced ovariotomy in
Fngland, On the first twenty cases the death-
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rate was one in two and one half: of the see-
on¢ twenty, one in three and one-third; and
of the last thirtyv-one. one in four. In Mr.
Wells’s cases the same gratifying results are
apparent, and so also is those of Mr. Keith, of
Felinburgh. Who will dare to assert that
these triumphs are not due to superior skill in
operating, and to inereased care and experi-
ence, and not to the selection of the cases, al-
though this will doubtless, now that the diae-
nosis hetawween innocent amd henign ovarian
diseases is so well established. have its in-
fluence ?

The attention hestowed upon the after-
treatment imust necessarily exert a powerfu!
infinenee upon the patient’s fate. All the pro.
fessed ovariotomists employ trained and ex
perienced nurses and personally superintend
their eases from first to last. Mr. Keith, in
referring to this subject, says. **No one knows
the anxiety that ovariotomny has given me,
nor the time and thought and ecare T have be-
stowed on the patients.”” There ecan he no
doubt that the chances of recovery after the
operation are greater when the patient i
treated in a private hospital. situated upon
airv ground, and provided with all the mean=
and appliances whiech sueh an institution
ought to pnsse=ss. This fact has hesn strikine-
Iy exemplified in the practice of Mr. Keith
and also in that of Mr, Wells while he was in
charge of the Samaritan Hospital. London.

Leaving out of the question the results of less
experienced ovariotomists, what ean be more
wonderful than the results of Mr. Keith's
cases, two hundred and eightyv-four, with a
mortality of only thirty-five. or one death in
ahout eight operations. OFf the last 158 cases
only twelve succumbed. of the lust seventy-
seven only thirteen, and of the last forty-nine
bot one, thus verifving his assertion that
“‘this long-despised operation is now the saf-
est of all the great surgical operations. at least
judging from these results.”” The statisties
of the operations of Mr. Wells  are equally
astonishing. Both these surgeens are now
making constant use of antisepties. notwith-
standing thev ohtained mest hrilliant results
from the ordinary treatment. conducted with
that care which their increasing experience
hnd tanght them to emplov. Mr. Keith does
nol hesitate to aserihe mueh of his wonderful
sneeess in his late cases to the effieacy of anti-
septics.  Mr. Wells. in the letter previonsly
referred to. savs: “‘T hegan the vear 1878 with
the eight hundred and eightv-eichth ea<e, hv
adopting the antiseptic svstem of Lister. and
have kept it up ever sinee, the resnlt of forty.
five cases heing forty recoveries and five
deaths. The recoveries have taken place. as a
rile, without fever.”” “‘I helieve.”’ he adds.
“*that the antiseptic syvstem will certainly re-
duce mortality and expedite convalescence,'
Of the thirty-eight cases of the ninth hundred.
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the numbher operated upon by Mr. Wells up
to April 29, five, he informs me, have died,
and thirty-three are well or eonvalescing. Of
Mr. (lay’s two hundred and seventyv-six cases
two hundred recovered and seventy-six died.
Koeherle, during the last four years, operated
one hundred times with eleven deaths.

The mortality in Dr. Washington L. Atlee’s
three hundred and eighty-seven cases was, as
I am informed hy his son-in-law, Dr, Thomas
M. Drysdale, about thirty per cent., which,
congiddering that he did not select his eases,
and frequently had no opportunity of super-
intending the after-treatment, always a mat-
ter of great moment in every severs operation,
may he regarded as a fair average. Dr. John
L. Atlee’s fifty-seven cases show forty recov-
eries and twelve deaths, with five failures to
complete the operation on account of extens-
ivi: adhesions. Of Dr. Dunlap’s one hun-
dred and forty-three patients one hundred and
twelve recovered and thirtyv-one died. Of
Dr. Peaslee’s seventyv-seven operations the re-
sults of twenty-eight only are positively
known, and of these nineteen rerovered and
nine perished. .I. Taylor Bradford had thirty
cases with three deaths. Professor T. Gail-
lard Thomas’s one hundred and twentv-nine
show ninetv-six reeoveries and thirty-three
deaths. The mortality of Dr. Kimball’s
cases is in the ratio of one to four: of his last
twenty-four eases twentv-one have recovered
and three have died.

It would he foreign to my purpose, in an
address like this, and especially hefore sueh
an andience, to speak of the eauses which
mainly influence the results of this operation ;
but there is one cirenmstance to which I ean
not forhear alluding. 1 refer to the import-
ance of establishing in every case, hefore an
operation is attempted, a eorrect diagnosis.
Fortunately this can now be done, with proper
care, almost in every instanece, and with the
aid of the mieroscope. Dr. Thomas M. Drys-
dale, availing himself of the great opportun-
ities afforded by Mr. Atlee’s operations, has,
after numerous examinations, satisfied him-
self of the existenee, in all innoeent forms of
evarian e¢ysts, of what he calls the *“‘ovarian
grannle eells.’” These cells, which are very
small and of a rounded or oval shape, are
largely supplied with nuelei and nueleoli,
and, as thev are not present in any other af-
feetions or in dropsical fluids, they may be
regarded as characteristie. More recently Dr.
Foulis, of Edinburgh, and Dr. Knowsley
Thoernton, of London, have aseertained that
malignant ovarian tumors can he distingnish-
ed from henign ovarian growths by the pres-
ence of groups of large, pear-shaped. round,
or oval eells, occupied by granular material
with nuclei, nueleoli, vacuoles. or transparent
globules. The value of these researches, in
which Dr. Drysdale has taken the lead, ean
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not, in a diagnostic point of view, be over-
cstimated, for they clearly indicate the neces-
sity, in every case of doubt, of making a thor-
olugh examination of the econtents of these
classes of tumors hefore finally deciding up-
cn the propriety of using the knife,

The bhrilliant success which has attended
cvariotomy hoth in America and in Europe
has led to an extension of the whole domain of
shdominal surgery, and has emboldened op-
erators to invade other regions of the body un-
til recently regarded as too sacred to be med-
dled with. Indeed, there would seem to be
hardly any longer any forhidden territory.
The uterus, the spleen, and the kidnevs have
of late vears heen the coveted ohjects nf the
surgeon’s cupidity. Very lately the gall-
bladder has not only been aspirated for the
purpose of relieving it of distending fluids,
but actually, in several instances, extirpated.
Many years ago. during my residence in Ken-
tueky, [ received a telegram from a distin-
guished surgeon of Columbus, Ohio, saying he
had just excised the liver, and that as his
patient was progressing favorably he indulg-
el great hope of her recovery. The woman,
however, died the next morning, when it was
discovered that, instead of the liver, only an
ovary had been removed, thus depriving my
friend of the glory of bheing a pioneer in
hepatie surgery! Within the last ten years
a mumber of cases of excision of the larynx
have been reported, including, in some in-
stances, portions of the tongue and of the
esophagus, and vet despite the mutilation
some of the survivors, with the aid of an
artifieial snbstitute, artieulate nearly as well,
it would seem. as hefore the operation. The
entire tongue, too, has on a number of oec-
casions, perhaps in not less than forty or
fifty eases. heen extirpated with, as is alleged,
very little impairment of the patient’s voier
or power of speech. With such inroads, such
innovations. on the part of surgery, we need
not he surprised if, on waking some morning,
we shonld find the papers filled with aceounts
of the suecessful amputation of the head with-
out anv serions detriment to the patient’s
mental faculties, despite the assertion of
Mons. Blandin, a French surgeon, that this
portion of the bhody, which he invariably
tlesignates as the eneephalie extremity, ““ean
not he removed during life without stopping
respiration and ecausing other inconveniences
which. nnhappily. render the operation inad-
missible!”” This language, however, it must
not he forgotten, was uttered fiftv vears ago,
when surgery was in a comparatively crude
condition, and is therefore hardly applicable
at the presenl day. But pleasantry aside. as
nerhapa unhecoming the oecasion, while T
have always been a friend to progress it is
evident that there must be limits to the use of
the knife. What the fate of some of these
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operations may be, whether any or all of them
will be ultimately admitted into the domain of
legitimate surgery, must for the present re-
main an open question. We are no more jus-
tified now in condemning what may seem to us
to be an improper operation than physicians
were in the days of MceDowell in econdemning
ovariotomy. Experience alone can-determine
how far the knife shall go or shall not go.

What has bheen ecalled, perhaps oddly
enough, normal ovariotomy, an operation
first performed hy Dr. Robert Battey, of
(ieorgia, may bhe regarded as a natural out-
growth of MeDowell’s operation, or ordinary
vvariotomy, rendered necessary, as is alleged,
on account of organie or funetional disorder
of the ovaries, ineurable by ordinary treat-
men, The results obtained thus far are not very
satisfactory, and it is evident that further
light is required hefore we ean determine its
real merits. Different methods of reaching
the faulty structures have been suggested. but
there is not one that is wholly free from dan-
ger, while that originally practiced by the
courageous and ingenious inventor does not
always afford sufficient space for the purpose,

The statisties of this operation published in
1878 by Dr. (ieorge J. Englemann, of St.
Louis, embracing forty-three cases, show that
the risk is verv considerably greater than in
ordinary ovariotomy, fourteen of the cases
terminating fatally, while of the twenty-nine
surviving patienta nine onlv, or thirtyv-one
per cent, were cured, and eleven were more or
less improved. Many of the operations were
not completed on aecount of the impossibility
of extracting the entire ovary.

Dr. Battey, as he informed me only a fewv
days agn. has performed this operation fifteen
times with two deaths and thirteen recoveries,
OFf these thirteen cases four were promptly
and entirely zured, nine were benefitted, and
of those not completely relieved every one had
made notable progress during the last twelve
months.

In delineating the character of McDowell
the question naturally arises, how was he led
te performn, for the first time in the history of
surgery, so dangerous an operation? Was it
his snperior knowledge of abdominal and
pelvie diseases, or had he made a special
study of them, and thus qualified himself
ahove all other men to become a pioneer in a
hranch of surgerv whose territory had never
hefore heen invaded hy the knife? Or was it
his superior sagaeity or his more profound
penetration whieh led him to undertake it?
Finally, had the lessons whieh as a student he
imhibed in the lecture-rcom during his so-
journ at Edinburgh any ageney in the matter?
It mmst not he forgotten, in discussing this
suhjeet, that long bhefore McDowell launched
intn this then unexpiored field of surgerv a
number of distinguished physicians, in view
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of the hopeless eharacter of ovarian diseases,
suggested their removal through an opening
in the wall of the abdomen. Among others
who seriously thought of the matter may bha
mentioned more especially the names of
Scehlenker, Willius, Preger, Chamben, and the
celebrated William Hunter, the foremost ob-
steirician of his day in Great Britain. None
of these men, however, had the courage to un-
dertake such an operation. Prior to Me-
Dowell no surgeon had been so bold as to do
more than to open oceasionally an ovarian evst
and to let out its contents. No one dared to
remove an ovarian tumor of any kind bodily.

In reflecting upon this subjeet I have alwavs
thought that the instruction which McDowell
had recesived while attending the lectures of
the celebrated Mr. John Bell, of Edinburgh,
had mainly paved the way to this undertak.
ing, It is a well-known faet that the young
Kentuckian was greatly impressed by the lee.
tures of this great surgeon, who was a man
of splendid genius, of high intellectual en-
dowments, an eloquent teacher, and a bold,
dashing operator, then in the zenith of his re-
nown, We mav well imagine with what
pathos such a man, a man of the most ardent
temperament and a most accomplished scholar,
would describe ahdoininal surgery, and with
what force and emphasis he would dwell upon
the hopeless character of ovarian tumors. No
man perhaps ever taught surgery to more ad-
miring pupils, or more completely fascinated
them by the power of his eloquence. There
was, moreover,from all aecounts a wonderful
magnetism about John Bell, which drew to
him, as with an irresistible charm, every one
who eame within his presence. Listening to
the lectures of such an enthusiast. a kind of
Tom Marshall in his way, it is not probable
that the young American sat listlessly with
closed eyes and ears upon the hard bench of
the amphitheater. On the contrary his atten.
tion was all agog. We can see him even now,
as it were, with open mouth and protruding
head. with his chin resting upon his hands,
eazerly drinking in everv word as it fell from
the lips of this divine son of Aesculapius.
The sparks of genius which such a teacher
emits kindle a flame in the minds of his pu-
pils which the waters of all the rivers and seas
of the earth cannot extinguish. That the pre-
dilections of this wonderful man exerted a
powerful influence in moulding the character
of McDowell and in inspiring him with hold-
ness and confidence as an operator is unques-
tionahle. How far they affected his career as
an ovariotomist is of course a mere matter of
conjeciure, The knowledge which he hrought
home with him, and his warm sympathy for
su:fering woman, no doubt exercised a power-
ful effect upon his future life. Besides. he
was not unaware of the fact that suecess had
often attended the Cesarean section, and that
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persons not unfrequently recovered after se
vere wonnds and other injuries of the abdomi-
nal and pelvic viscera. Moreover, it is not
improbable that, in reflecting upon the sub-
ject, he came to the eonclusion, long since uni-
versally recognized, that the peritonenm, when
chronically diseased, is generally compara-
tively tolerant of the rudest manipulation,
whereas the slightest exposure of. or interfer-
enee with. the healthy membrane is sure to bhe
promptly resented, almost invariably, indeed,
at the expense of the patient’s life. Finally,
it must not be forgotten that MeDowell was
a hold surgeon, and a man of a broad, elevat-
ed mind, eapable of taking a eomprehensive
view of anything that was presented to him.
With a heart as tender and gentle as that of
a woman, he was not afraid of the sight of
blood. For many vears he had had the field
of surgery in Kentucky almost wholly in his
own hands. He had not been home long from
his foreign residence hefore patients began to
flock to him from all parts of the Southwest,
and he found himself immersed in a large
surgieal praetice demanding the performance
not only of the more eommon but also of manv
of the more difficult and severe operations.
His first case of ovariotomy occurred when he
had hardly been twelve yvears engaged in the
practice of his profession. He was about the
same age as Valentine Mott when he perform-
el his great feat of tying for the first time the
innominate artery ; an operation whiceh in eom-
parison with that of MeDowell is of utter in-
sumificance. for of the nineteen or twenty cases
in which it has heen done only one life has
heen saved. whereas the other has already re-
«tored to health and ecomfort upwards of twe
thonsand women.

The career of MeDowell is so intimately
hound up in the great operation already so
frequently mentioned that one might suppose
nothing of interest remained to he considered.
This. however, is far from heing the ease. In
many respeets. indeed, it is replete with inci-
dents. Born in Roekbridge County, Virginia,
in 1771, he was hrought. when hardly two
vears old, hy his parents to Danville, at a time
when Kentueky was literally a wilderness, re-
sounding with the howl of the panther and of
the savage. and reeking with blood of its early
settlers. The terrible hattle fought near Blue
Lick Springs, in which Daniel Boone played
s0 conspicuous a part and lost a son. and
which proved to he so disastrous to his follow-
ers and companions in arms, took place only a
short time after this advent, and filled the
eonntry with pain and sorrow. The frequent
wars of which it was the theater gave it a pe
culiar claim to the title of the ‘‘Dark and
Blondy Ground.”’ from which it derived ite
name. At the period in question Kentucky
was #tili a territary, and it was not until after

repeated conventions, the last of which was
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held in this eity, that it was finally, in June,
1792, admitted as a state into the Union.

MeDowell was of Seoteh-Irish  parentage,
und the ninth of twelve children. His great-
grandfather, after whom he was named, was
Ephraim MecDowell, a brave and courageous
man. who, after having done some fighting in
the ¢ivil wars of Ireland, in the canse of the
Covenanters, emigrated, after he was past
middle jife, to Pennsylvania, which he left in
1737 for Augusta County, Virginia, where he
died at a very advanced age shortly before the
revolutionary war. From an elaborate genea-
ological artiele in the Cincinnati Commereial.
January 14. 1879, under the nom Je plume of
Keith, it appears that the descendants of the
Seoteh-Trish emigrant have hecome almost as
mimerous as the sands of the sea-shore, and
that thev represent hy their interinarriages
many of the most respecetable and influential
families in  Maryvland, Virginia, Kentucky.
Ohio, Tllinois, Indiana, Missouri, and indeed
almost in the entire Southwest. 1f ealled to-
gether they would form, at least numerically.,
a powerful elan. Besides the great surgeon.
who has immortalized the family, many of
these people have held important positions, as
covernors of different states, conuressmen,
lawyers, judges, divines. physicians, politici-
ans. and army officers, Joseph Nzsh MeDow-
¢ll. wha died onlvy a few vears ago. was a
nephew of Ephraim, a great teacher of anato-
my and surgery, and the founder of a medical
school at St. Louis. Another nephew, the late
Nr. William A. MeDowell, of Louisville, oecu.
pitdl a high position as a sagaeious and sue-
cessful physician, The name of Gen. Trvine
MeDowell, United States Army. is familiar to
every Ameriean eitizen. The father of Eph-
raim was Samuel MeDowell, an aceomplished
gentleman, 8 memhber of the Legislature of
Virginia, and. after his removal to Danville, a
judge of the distriet #ourt. a position whieh he
held until within a short tine of his death.
On the mother’s side he was descended from
the MeC'lungs. a distinguished family of Vir-
einia. The son's early sducation was ohtained
at a classical seminary at Georgetown, in his
adopterd state. under the supervision of
Messrs. Worlev and James, two acromplished
teachers. How lonz  he remained here, or
what progress he inade in his studies, T am
unable to sav. hut it is safe to affirm that, al-
thongh he was fond in  after life of literary
reading. his primary eduneation was sadly nee-
leeted, and that he never snrmounted his early
deficiencies. He wrote, as has alreadv heen
stated, with great diffienlty,* and his only lit.
crary contribntions are two short articles eon-
tained in the Philadelphia Medical Reperfoury

*The facsimile letter of McDowell published herewith
largely for this purpose. and the history of his eduecation.
his life and what he accomplished. all show that his lack of
literary attainments have been greatly exagrerated.]
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and Analytical Review for 1817 and 1819,
His medical eduecation was commenced in the
office of an eminent physician, Dr. Humph-
reys, of Staunton, Virginia, a graduate of the
University of Edinburgh. It was doubtless
through the influence of his preceptor that tha
youth determined to go at once to the foun.
tain-head of medical education and learning,
as the Seotech metropolis was then very justly
regarded. At all events there is no proof to
show that he ever attended any leetures in
Philadelphia, at that time the only place of
resart for the medical student in this country.
The University of Edinburgh, of which he
was a memher in 1793-4, enjoved a world-wid«
reputation at this period on aceount of the
learning and ability of its professors. amony
whom may he mentioned as especially worthy
of notice the names of Cullen and Black, two
great luminaries, whose fame added luster to
the school and attracted pupils from all parts
of the civilized world. Not waiting to take a
degree, he immediately, upomn his return tn
America. settled at Danville, where, having
brought with him the prestige of foreign
study, he soon aeqnired the confiillence of the
publie and rapidly rose to distinetion as #
surgeon and as an expert operator, a posi‘tiuu
of whieh he retained undisputed possession
uniil the organization. in 1819, of the medical
school at Lexington, when he was gradually
velipsed by his  young rival, Dr. Benjamin
Winslow Dudley, a gentleman of highly fas.
cinating manners, a popular teacher, and, as
ali the world knows, a great surgeon.

It is not the design of this address to enter
into minute details respecting Dr. MeDowell’s
more ordinary surgical achievements. Tt will
subserve my purpose to state that he was an
excellent lithatomist, and that he repeatedly
performed many of the great operations of
surgery. The subject of one of these opera
tions was James K. Polk, afterward President
of the Tnited States, at the time a thin, emaei-
ated stripling, fourteen vears of age. worn out
hy disease, unedueated, and without apparent
promise of fature nsefulness or distinetion.
**As an operator.”” as Dr. Alhan G. Smith.
who late in life changed his name to Dr. Golil-
smith, and who knew him well, having at one
time been his partner. told me, ‘‘as an opera-
tor he was the best | ever saw in all cases in
which he had a rule to guide him:"" no slight
praise from a man who was himself an expert
operator; and vet Dr. Goldsmith seemed to
forget that this man did eertainly onee operate
in a ease in which he had no rule to guide him.
a case whirh was destined to confer immortal-
ity upon his name.

MeDowell was not onlv a good operator hut
hee possessed all  the hivher  attributes which
make un the eharacter of a great surgeon. in
tense eonseiousness and a  serupulous regard
for the welfare of his patients. He never op-
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criled merely for the sake of operating. He
had always an eye to consequences. For the
mere mechanical surgeon he had an unmiti.
gated contempt., In speaking of ovariotomy,
in answer to some strictures pronounced upon
his first three cases, he expressed the hope
that no such surgeon will ever attempt it.
Tt is,”” he adds, “*my most ardent wish that
this operation may remain to the mechanieal
surgeon for ever incomprehensible.””  He con-
sidered the profession of medicine as a high
and holy office, and physicians as ministering
anzels, whosa duty it is to relieve human suf-
fering and to glorify God. He had a warm
and loving heart. in full sympathy with the
world aronnd him. To the poor sick he was
partienlarly kind. I1e was a loyal and devot-
ed hushand. a tender and loving father, an
honest, high-tonad citizen. In all the relations
of life he wa< a model. Naturallv of a lively.
social disposition. he enjoved a good joke or a
spicy aneedote, and was the delieht of every
social entertainment which he honored with
his presence, Late in life he devoted much of
his leisure to reading and meditation, Iis fa-
vorite medieal authors were Syndenham and
C'ullen; his favorite literarv authors, Burns
and Seott. Thirine his sojourn in Seotland he
passed several months of his vacation in ramh-
ling over the country tryving to make himself
familiar with the nature and habits of the
peasantry.  In these perambulations he hal
the society of twn of his Kentuekyv friends,
Drs. Brown and Spead, the former of whoin
heeame afterward Professor of Medicine in
Transylvania University. When the trie
reached home someone asked Brown, ** What
do you think of MeDowell 27’ ““Think of him?®
Why he went abroad as a go<ling and has
come hack a goose,”” Tt would he well if our
country had more of such hirds! TTe had lit-
tle eonfidenee in the efficacy of medicine, and
constantly easutioned his stndents aeninst the
toc free use of drngs, saving that they were
more of a curse than a blessing. e consider-
ed sureery as the most certain hiranch of heal.
ing art. and spared no means to extend his
knowledge of it. He was an excellent anatom
ist. and it is said that he never performed anv
serious operations without previously recall.
ing to his mind the struetures involved in if.
In 1807 the Medieal Soeiety of Philadelphia
sent him its diplowma of membership. and in
1823 the Mniversity of Marviand conferred or,
hirn the degree of Doctor of Medivine, At the
sue of thirtv-one he married Sallie, donghter
of Oovernor Tsaae Shelby, of Kentucky, hy
whom he had six ehildren. two sons and four
daughters, two of the latter of whom, Mrs
Dendrick. of Tennessee. and Mrs. Anderson,
of Paris. Missonri, are still  living  at an ad.
vanced age, lhe parents of large omd highly
respeetable families. He was nearly six fee:
in height, with a florid complexion, hlack rves,
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a commanding presence and remarkable mus-
cilar powers. As an illustration of his great
physieal strength, he used to tell with peculiar
glee an anecdote of a cirenmstance which oe-
enrred while he attended medical leetures at
Idinburgh. ne day, as the story goes, a
celehrated Irish footracer. a kind of Mike
Fink, arrived, hoasting that he eould outrun,
outhep, and eutjump any man in the city, and
bantered the whole medical elass. MeDowell
was sclected as their champion, the distance
heing sixtyv feet, the stake ten guineas, The
hackwoodsman purposely allowed himself to
be heaten. A second raee for one hundred
guineas, at an inereased distance, came off
soon afterward, and this time the Irishman,
aftar much bullying, was hadly worsted, much
to his own ehagrin and the delight of the stu-
dents,

Although MeDowell’s means were not large
hc was liberal in the hestowal of his charities,
and generous to a fault in his dealings with
his patients. Tn 1828 only two years hefore
his death, he united himself with the Episco-
pal Church, of which he remained a zealous
and consistent member, A vein of piety ran
through his whole life. As a proof of this faet
it may he stated that he always preferred to
perform any areat operation that he might
have on hand on the Sabbath, knowineg, as he
affirmed. that he would then have the prayers
of the Chureh with him. Trinity Chureh of
Danville was the special ohject of his care;
and as an evidenee of the interest he felt in it
I ina¥ mentinn. what does not seem to be gen-
erallv known even among your own citizens,
that he zave it the lot upon which the present
Imilding is sitnated. Indeed MeDowell, to use
the lanenage of one of vour most noble and
accomplished women, was the head and front
of its van-guard. which embhraced many dis
tinemished names in the past historv of this
portion of Kentueky. Of Center College he
was one of the founders and original trustees.

Snch. fellow-eitizens of Kentueky., was the
character of Ephraim MeDowell - kind-heart.
#1, henevolent, and just in all his dealings,
an exeellent eitizen, an original thinker, a
bald, fearless. hut most judicions surgeon, and
ahove all. a Christian gentleman. Sueh, eiti-
zons of Danville, was yvour former townsman,
whaose rareer ha< shed so mueh luster nupon his
age and countryv. and who, if he could he in
our midst this day. might Jjustly echo the
words of the Roman poet, ““ Eregi monument-
wm asre perennins.’’

The latter vears of this good man’s life
were clouded hv an attempt made, strange as
it mav appear. hv one of his own nephews and
private pupils. te deprive him of his elaims as
the originator of the operation so frequently
mentioned. This eireumstance indueced him,
in 1826. only a few vears hefore his death. to
address a printed circular to the physicians

and surgeons of the West in vindication of hia
rights. Without entering into any particu-
lars respecting this matter, I am satisfied,
from a eareful examination of all the facts
connected with it, that the pretensions set up
by this gentleman, were, like the ‘‘baseless
fabrie of a vision,"” without the slightest foun-
dation in truth.

It was not given to MeDowell to see the
fruit of his labors beyond the limits of his own
country ; the seed which he sowed fell upon
meagre soil, and was slow in germinating.
Now and then, it is true, a blossom shot forth
anil shed its fragrance upcn the air, but fully
a quarter of a eentury elapsed before it ripen-
ed into vigorous fruit. No single age has ever
witnessed the birth and the maturity of any
branch e¢f human knowledge. MeDowell lived
in advanee of his time and of his profession;
his boldness, as his eontemporaries were in-
clined to view his conduet, took them by sur-
prise, and shocked their sensibilities; hence,
instead of investigating the merits of his op-
eration, as reasonable men should and would
have done, they rejected it as the deviee of a
erack-brained man, who deserved to he prose-
cuted for violation of the sixth eommandment,
1t was unfortunate for MecDowell that he
lived at a time when there were no societies
for the diffusion of knowledge, and when the
means of communizating intelligence were so
seantv as they were in the early part of the
present eentury. News at that period of our
historv, locksl up as it always was in tha
mailbags of the cumhersome four-wheeled
stage-coach, was often stale hefore it reached
ils destination. In those days, as well as for
a long time afterward, there were no rail-
roads. no steamships. no telegraphs. The
world moved at a snail-like pace, or, as it
were upon the hack of a tortoise, at the rate
of six or eight miles an hour. To publish re-
ports of medical eases or of surgical operations
was then. as it is now. unprofessional. Be.
sides, even if such a course had heen permis-
sible they would have found their way very
tardily to the publie. Journalism was at a
low ebh: there were comparatively few news.
papers. and newspaper reporters had no ex-
istence. Medical news traveled still more
siowly than miscellaneous. Tn 1817, when
McDowell’s first thres cases were reported in
the Philadelphia Medical Repertory and
Awdlytical Review, there was 1f T mistake
not, onlv one other medieal periodical in the
Tnited States. Had MeDowell’s operation
heen performed in our day the news would
have spread far and wide within the first
twenty-four honrs, and in an almost incredi-
Wy short time would have heen earried to the
utmost limits of civilization. As it was, it
was locked up first for eight years in the brain
of its originator, and then in an ohscure med-
ical journal, and when at length it reached the
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olher side of the Atlantie
ridicule and ineredulity,

An account of McDowell’s first three cases
was, it seems, sent to Dr. Physick, of Phila-
delphia, but from some cause or other it fail.
ed to interest him or to attract his attention.
He probably knew little or nothing of the
backwoods surgeon, and therefore, it may be,
looked upon him as an adventurer unworthy
of notice. However this may be, it fared
much hetter in the hands of Dr. James. the
amiabhle Professor of Midwifery in the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. This gentleman,
deeply impressed with the novelty and im-
portance of the subject. and thoroughly ac-
quainted with the hopeless character of the
ordinary treatment of ovarian diseases, read
an account of the cases before his class, and
caused it shortly after to be published in the
journal, already several times referred to, and
of which. in faet. he was one of the editors.
He, however, failed to make any editorial com
ments upon the subjeet, or to defend the op-
eration when assailed by ignorant erities. Me.
Dewell also sent an abstraet of his cases to his
old master, Mr. John Bell, but as this gentle.
man had been for some time absent on the
Continent, and not long afterward died at
Rome, it never reached him. The paper. how-
ever, fell into the hands of one of his pupils,
Mr. John Lizars, of Edinburgh. hy whom it
was published in the Edinburgh Medical and
Surgical Journal for 1824. Mr. Lizars, as be-
fore stated. was the first to perform MeDow-
ell’s operation in Great Britain.

In no pursuit of life does history repeat it-
self more frequently than in affairs relating
to human progress, innovation, and discovery.
From this oceurrence our profession is not
exempt. The history of the discovery of the
cireulation of the blood, one of the most bril-
liant achievements of the human intelleet in
the seventeenth century, is a striking instance
in point. Of Harvey’s contemporaries not
one, it is said. over forty yvears of age accept-
ed his teachings. Many years elapsed hefore
the value of vaecination was fullv recognized,
and even now an operation which has saved
millions of lives has its opponents not alone
among the vulgar. but among otherwise high-
1¥ enlightened people. The use of the stetho-
scope as a means of diagnosis was long reject-
ed by medical men, and the speculum. an in-
strument as old as Herenlaneum, reintrodue-
e tn the natice of the profession less than fifty
vears ago by Recamier of Paris, met with no
better fate. Evervhodvy knows with what
suspicion many physicians regarded the em.
plovment of anestheties, and it is fair to say
that much prejudice in rezard to the use of
this elass of remedies still lingers in the pub.
lic mind. Tgnorance, superstition, and preju.
dice have ever heen giants in the path of pro-

gress.

it met only with

The idea of erecting a monument to the
memory of Dr. MeDowell originated with one
of the citizens of Danville, the late lamented
Dr. John D. Jackson, a gentleman whose
death, a few years ago, in the prime of life,
threw a whole eommnunity into mourning, and
whose memory will long be cherished on ac-
eount of his varied acecomplishments as a phy-
sician, his lovable character as a man. and the
many amiable impulses of his great heart.
This idea was in due time communicated to
the Kentucky State Medieal Society, of which
Dr. Jackson was a prominent member, and
acted upon through a committee whose duty
it became to collect the necessary funds for
carrying out the noble design. This eommit-
tee made known its wishes not only to the pro-
fession of this countrv. but to our hrethren
in Europe, and also, if I mistake not, to the
women who had been the fortunate recipients
of the fruits of Dr. MeDowell’s operation.
I'inally in 1875, a stirring appeal was made
to the American Medical Association at its
annual meeting at Louisville in May of that
year. From no one of these sources, however,
was any substantial aid derived, and it de-
volved at last upon the society in whirh the de-
sign originated to furnish nearly the entire
sum necessary to carrv it into execution.*

While, therefore. the granite shaft which
graces vonder cemeterv is a just tribute to
the memory of a great and good man. whose
title to immortality is well founded. let us not
forget the part horne in its erection hy the
Kentucky Medical Societv, which had the
sagacity to perceive, and the liberality to exe-
cute. a design which reflects so mueh credit
npon the medieal profession and the State of
Kentueky., T feel a just pride when T recall
the fact that T was one of the founders of a
SQociety which now ineludes among its mem-
hers nearly all the medieal talent, eulture,
and refinement of the State. and which has
estahlished a repntation for ahility, learnine.
and enterprise not exceeded hy any similar
assoeiation in the TUnited States. Dr. Me-
Dowell is not the only physician of whom
Kentueky has reason to he proud. She furn-
ished the first case of hip-loint amnutation on
this continent in the hands of Dr. Walter
Birashear, of Bardstown. of lithetrity in the
practice of Dr. Alhan (. Smith. of Danville.
and the most flattering results in ovariotomy

*All. In fact. that the American Medleal Assoclation did
was to pass an empty resolution. leaving, as the (lustrioos
chalrman. Dr. J. Marlon Sims. expressed it “to Kentucky
the grateful privilege of providing a loral monument o the
memory of Dr. McDowell,” and requesting the Association
to contribute through its Individual members the sum of
ten thousand dollars as a fund. to bhe called the "MeTowell
Memorial Fand.” to be devoted to the payment of prizes for
the hest essays relating to the diseaszes and surgery of the
ovaries. This fund is still unhorn. and It Is not probahle
that it will receive any further attention from the Acwecln-
tion.



R KENTUCKY MEDICAL JOURNAL.

in the hands of Dr. .J. Taylor Bradford. of
Augusia. The triumphs of Dr. Benjamin 'W.
Dudley in lithotomy established for him an
unrivaled repntation in his day as a great op-
erator in ealenlus affections. Her medieal
teachers were for a long time, as they still are,
among the foremost in the land, and it is but
Jnst to say that her practitioners have no
where any superiors. Kentucky was the first
Siate west of the Alleghany Mountains to
estahlish a medieal school and to send forth
its first inedical gradnate in the West. If in
statesmanship she may boast of a Clav and of
a ‘silver-tongued’™ Crittenden, whose elo.
quence enchanted admiring audiences. and
elicited the applause of the senate chamber;
if her har was long known as one of the most
elegant, austere, and learned in the land: if
her pulpit was dignified by the piety, erndi
tion. and oratory of her Campbells and her
Rreckinridges, and is still adorned by her
ITumphrevs, her Robinsons, and other great
divines, she has their counterparts in her
Caldwell. her Drake, her Dudlsv, her Miller,
her Rogers. her Yandell. her Bush. and other
great physicians whose names stand high up-
on the rol! of fame. and who, if thev had di-
reeted their attention to other pursnits. would
have heen equally distinguished. These men
need no monuments to perpetuate their vir-
ines or their services: their names live in the
esteem and affection of their fellow-ritizens,
eneraved in eood acts, desiened to relieve hu-
man suffering. and to exalt the dignity of
human nature,

T stop here for a moment to ask. what is the
ohieet of a monument? Ts it to glorify the
dead or to enecurage the living? The hoy,
as he passes along Charles Street. Baltimore,
under the shadew of the Washington Monu-
nment, panses to read the inseription upon its
entablature: “‘Ererted by the State of Mary-
land in erateful recognition of the virtues and
services of the ‘Father of his Countrv’.”” Ha
egazes at the anznst fizure at the top, and dis.
eerns in it all the attributes of a great man:
hi goes home and enriosity impels him to in-
quire into hiz character: perhaps he eonsulta
his childish history. and there finds that
Washington. the grandest suhjeet of all his
torv, was the saviour of his country : like him-
self. at one time. an ohsenre vouth. but now,
long after his death. the idol of the American
pople. He has learned an important lesson:
his ambition is ronsed : his efnergics have re-
reived a new impulse: in a word. new life has
heen infused into liis soul, and that hov is al-
readv the coming man. The granite shaft
whirh we have this dav dedicated to the mem-
oryv of McDowell is a living hiography. design-
ed not merelv to commemorate the virtues and
serviees of a great and good man. hat te ex
¢ite the emulation of Kentucky’s vouths. and
tn nres them on to deeds of valor and of hu-

manity. A country without monuments is a
country without civilization.

1 can not forhear introducing here the ap.
propriate and beautiful remarks of an old
and distinguished pupil, Dr. David W. Yan-
dell, made npon a recent festive oecasion,
when coutrasting the fame of the statesman,
the orators, and the military men of Ken-
tueky with that of MeDowell. *‘Chief among
all of these,”” says my eloquent friend, ‘‘is he
who bears the mark of our guild, Ephraim
MeDowell ; for the labors of the statesman will
give way to the pitiless logic of events, the
voice of the orator grow fainter in the com-
ing ages. and the deeds of the soldier eventiu-
ally find place only in the library of the stu-
dent of military eampaigns, while the achieve-
ments of the village surgeon, like the widen-
ing waves of the inviolate sea, shall reach the
uttermost shores of time, hailed by all eivili-
zation as having lessened the suffering and
lengthened the span of human life.’’

In selecting Danville for the site of the
“* MeDowell Monument,’’ the Kentuecky State
Medical Society made a happy choiece, for it
was here that the Father of Ovariotomy en-
conntered and vanqmished his early profes
sional struggles; here that he performed his
great achievements; here that zt the close of
a well-spent life he was laid quietly in the
grave. When MeDowell, after his return
from Europe. began the practice of medicine
here, Danville contained a mere handful of
inhahitants: but he soon identified himself
with its prosperity. watching its progress
with a jealous eve. and contributing largely
hv his means and his good sense to make it
what it now emphatically is, the Athens of the
West, a distinetion at one time so justlv con-
ceded to her neighhor, Lexington. Tts insti-
tutions of learning have hecome the foremost
in the State. Center College has edueater
many of Kentuckv’s greatest citizens. Tts
theologieal sehool has widely disseminated the
lessons of Christianitv. Tts female seminaries
have planted the seeds of wvirtne, piety, and
learning in the hearts and minds of her voung
women. The institution for the edueation of
deaf-mutes was the first of the kind estahlish-
ed in the West. Founded in 1823, shortly af.
ter those of Hartford. Philadelphia, and New
York. it gradually, despite great ohstacles. at.
tained under the wise management and fos-
tering care nf the late Mr. John A. .Jacobs.
extending over a period of forty-four yvears, a
degree of reputation not less ereditable to the
comntry at laree than to his adopted State,
His death in 1869 was a publie loss. widely
deplored,

Nearly forty vears have elapsed since T was
ealled ta the chair of surgery in the Tnivers.
ity of Lonisville. and responded, along with
Professor Drake, at the request of my col.
leagues. to an invifation issued by the late Dr.
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William L. Sutton, of Georgetown, to assist in
forming a State medical society. The first
attempt proved abortive, but another, made
under more favorable auspices several years
later, was suecessful, and the soeciety soon as-
suited important proportions. Of the origin.
al wemhers, of whom Dr. Sutton was one of
the most zealous and influential, few survive;
imi it is gratifving to know that the work
which they inaugurated has been so nobly
jrushed forward by their suceessors, not a few
of whom have achieved a wide and endearing
reputation as medieal philosophers, clear
thinkers, accurate observers, and accomplish-
ed and sagacious practitioners. If any evi-
denee were needed of their zeal to advance
the interests of medical seience and of suffer-
ing humanity, it would be found. not in idle
talk or vapid hoasting, but in hard work and
steady and persistent effort, us shown in the
transactions of their society and in our peri-
ovilical literature, Progress of the most laud-
able eharacter is evervwhere visible in its
ranks. Sinee the period adverted to, most of
my carlier Kentueky friends in and out of the
professinon have passed away, while of my
earlier rolleagues in the UUniversity of Louis.
ville not one remains. Drake and Caldwell
and Short and Cobb and Miller and the Elder
Yandell have gone to their last home, to that
sleep which knows no waking. Palmer and
Rogers, who ontered the school at a later day,
have also heen gathered to their fathers; the
one a brilliant anatomieal teacher and a genial
and intelligent companion: the other for up-
ward of a third of a century Louisville’s hon-
ored, beloved. and favorite physician, with a
heart gentle a8 a2 woman’s and a countenance
henignant as an angel’s. Kentucky has a
lonz list of eceased physicians, who have
left hehind them a rich legacy and an exam.
ple worthy of the emulation of their success
ors. whose duty it should be to cherish their
memories and to transmit to their descendants
the history of their lives.

Tt wonld he unjust alike to the occasion as
it wonld he to mv own feelings if T failed to
eonnect with each other and with the great
ovarintomist. s with an adamantine chain,
the names of thore of our surgeons, already
several times mentioned, who have been in-
strumental in reviving this operation in this
couniry, and thus giving it a new impulse.
The names which stand most conspicuously
upon this honored list are those of the two
hrothers Atlee, John and Washington, .J. Tay-
lor Bradford, Edmund Randolph Peaslee, Gil-
man Kimball. and Alexander Dunlap. Of
these six pioncers in this field of surgery,
three have passed away, while the other three,
John L. Atlee, Gilman Kimball and Alexan-
der Durlap, are still spared to us, in a ripe
but vigorous old age, to battle with diseasec
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and death and to earn additional laurels for
themselves and their country.

Of the early life of Dr. J. Taylor Bradford,
who died a number of years ago in the prime
and vigor of life, I know nothing, although
our acquaintance extended over a period of
twenty vears. He received his medical degree
from the !'niversity of Louisville during the
varly part of my connection with that insti-
tution. and, settling at Augusta immediately
afterward, scon acquired a large and com
manding practice, performing many import-
ant surgical operations, and earning an envi-
able reputaticn as a most successful ovarioto-
mist. Had he reached the age usually allotted
to man his coses would probably have been
vomnted by the hundred.

Dr. Washington L. Atlee, who died at his
home in Philadelphia in September, 1878,
was, as is his brother John, a native of Lan.
caster, Pennsylvania, where he was born in
FFebruary, 1808. After having received an
acardlemic education he graduated at the Jef-
ferson Medieal College in 1829. Having been
fellow-students in the office of Professor
George McClellan, the eminent surgeon, and
having met with him very frequently after
my removal to Philadelphia in 1856, I had
excellent oppertunities of forming a correet es-
timate of his character, which no one perhaps
appreciates more fully than myself. If his
character was not perfect in the true sense of
that {erm it was a model worthy of universal
imiiation. He had many striking traits of
cvharacter, with a strong, vigorous mind in-
cased in a strong hody, and accomplished a
vast deal of work. He performed a much
greater number of professional journeys than
ever fell to the lot of any American phvsician.
His visits extended into almost every State of
the TTnion and even into & number of our Ter-
ritories. His power of endurance was gi-
gantie. He often traveled thousands of miles
without taking anyv rest exeept such as he
found upon the swiftly flving railway train.
Not unfrenquently he performed two ovariot-
omy operations on the same day. Such labor
could not fail to make serious inroads upon
the stoutest frame, and, although the day of
reckoning was long put off, it was sure to
come at length.

The early professional life of Atlee was
spent in earnest practice, enlivened by the
study of hotany and other branches of nat-
nral seisnce, for which he had a great fond-
ness,  Mueh of his leisure during the first few
vears was spent among the flowers and grasses
of his native county. After his removal. in
1844, tn Philadelphia he oceupied for eight
vears the ehair of shemistry in what was then
known as the TPennsylvania Medieal College.
His career as an ovariotomist hegan. as al-
ready stated. in 1844 and terminated only
with his life. His first ease proved fatal. As
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an operator in his specialty he had no su-
perior on this continent, if indeed anywhere.
Despising display, always so weli calculated
to entrap the vulgar, he employed the fewest
possible instruments and went about his work
calmly and deliberately, with the greatest
care for the welfare of his patient, which, it is
sate to say, no man had ever more at heart.
There was no hurry, no parade, no ostenta-
tion. 1 witnessed a number of his operations
and was strongly impressed by the sumplicity
of his movements and the coolness of his man-
ner. Such, in a few words was his character
us an operator. But it must not be inferred
that Dr. Atlee was a mere specialist. For
many yvears he enjoyved a large and luerative
general practice, although during the last
quarter of a eentury of his life his business
was mainly in the direction of abdominal
surgery, in which he achieved an enduring
reputation. He wrote largely for the medical
press, and late in life published an able and
elaborate treatise on the ‘‘Diagnosis of Ovar.
ian Tumors,”” a subject which he invested
with new light. His operation for the remov-
al of the fihroid growths of the uterus consti-
tules a new era in surgery, precious alike to
science and to humanity. Like MeDowell’s
operation, Atlee’s was received with distrust,
and remained unappreciated for upward of a
yuarter of a century. Time, however, which
gencrally measures things aceording to their
real value, has made a strong verdiet in its
favor, and it is therefore not surprising that
the gynecologists of America and Furope
should unite in proclaiming it as one of the
greatest achievements of modern surgery.
Atlee’s own successes should have been quite
sufficient to convince any unprejudiced mind
of its great value.

Atlee had a strong but tender, sympathiz-
ing heart, a well-regulated temper, a high
sense of honor, and a elear and well-eultivat-
ed mind. Tall and erect in person, he had a
commanding presence, blended with the air
and graces of the well-bred gentleman. In
the sick-room he was cheerful and winning in
his manners, with a heart full of kindly feel-
ing for the sufferer. He was the idol of his
family, a warm friend, a loyal citizen, a con-
sistent Christian. His last illness, extending
over a period of three months, was eruellyv ge-
vere, but he bore his suffering, which was
daily making sad inreads upon his previous-
Iv robust frame. without a murmur of com-
rlaint or impatience. The gradual decay of
his body did not impair his intellectual pow-
ers, and his mind remained clear to the last.
No man, perhaps, ever set his house more per-
fectly in order than he did; not even the most
minute etails were overlooked. Impartial his-
tory will assign to Washington L. Atlee a

high rank in the temple of fame as an original

thinker, an accomplished surgeon and phy-
sician, and a benefactor of his race.

Dr. Edmund Kandolph Peaslee, whose
name, as has been stated, 1s, like that of Atlee,
s0 honorably associated with the progress ot
ovariotomy in this country, died in January,
1578, only about eight months before his dis-
tinguished Philadelphia confrere. Born in
New Hampshire in 1514, he was emphatically
a many-sided man, of high culture, great re-
finement, vast industry, and extraordinary
professional resources in cases of emergency.
With the exception of Nathan Smith, of New
Ilaven, a contemporary of McDowell, 1 have
ro recollection of any man who in recent
times lectured on so many branches of med-
ical science or filled chairs in so many medical
schools. Anatomy and physiology, general
pathology, surgery, obstetries, and gynecol-
ogy were the diversified themes which from
time to time engaged his facile brain as a pub-
lic teacher. He was also an expert and cau-
tious operator and a most accomplished phy-
sician, especially distingnished for his skill
as a diagnostician, Besides numerous papers
coniributed to the periodieal press, he was the
author of several books: among others an ex-
haustive treatise on ‘‘Ovarian Tumors,”’ pub-
lished in 1872, a production which, while it
greatly enhanced his reputation at home,
made his name widely known abroad. Of his
operations I have already spoken. The pri-
vate character of Dr. Peaslee may be best
summed up in the beautiful words of his bi-
ographer, the Rev. Dr. Bartlett, President of
Dartmouth College, who, having known him
long and well, thus speaks of him: ‘‘His
day,”’” says this accomplished scholar, “‘is
done; his sun is set. But from the scene of its
setting there streams up a trailing brightness,
as of some perpetunal zodiacal light—the shin-
ing example of one who, while profound in
science, wise in counsel, and exeellent in skill,
was alsp sincere in piety, blameless in man-
hood, true in friendship, genial in inter-
course, and whose presence enters the sick-
chamber like a sunbeam from heaven stream-
ing into a darkened room. Its mild radiance
lingers in hundreds of homes and thousands
of hearts. It is a life profitable for voung
men to eontemplate.”’

Young men of the Kentucky State Medical
Society, listen to the wvoice of one who has
grown old in his profession, and who will
probably never address you again, as he ut-
ters a parting word of advice. The grear
guestion of the day is. not this operation or
that, not ovariotomy or lithotomy, or a hip-
joint amputation. which have reflected so
much glory on Kentucky medicine, but is
preventive medicine, the hygiene of our per-
sons, our dwellings, our streets; in a word,
cur surroundings, whatever and wherever
they may be, whether in eity, town, hamlet,
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or country, and the establishment of efficient
town and state boards of health, through
whose agency we shall be the better able to
prevent the origin and fatal effects of whar
are known as the zymotie diseases, whieh earry
s0 much woe and sorrow into our families
and which often sweep, like a hurricane, over
the earth, destroying millions of human lives
in an inereuibly short time. The day has
arrived wnen thie people must be rouseu to a
deeper and more earnest sense of the people’s
weltare, and wnen sultable measures must be
adupted for their protection as well as for the
setter development of their physieal, moral,
and intelleciual powers. "This is the great
problem of the day, the question which you,
as representatives of the rising generation of
physicians, should urge, in season and out ot
seasun, on the attention of your fellow-citi-
z¢ns; the question which, above all and
beyond all others, should engage ycur mos:
serious thoughts and elieit your most earnest
cooperation, When this great, this mighty ob-
Jject shall be attained ; when man shall be able
1o prevent disease and to reach with little or
g suffering his three-score years and ten, so
graphically deseribed by the Psalmist, then,
but not till then, will the world be a paradise,
with God, Almighty, All-wise, and All-merei-
ful, in its midst, reflecting the glory of His
majesty and power, and holding sweet con-
verse in a thousand tongues with the human
family.

PRESENTATION ADDRESS.

REMARKS MADE BY PROFES20R RICHARD O. COW-
LING, B, D., OF I.OUISVILLE, IN PRESENT-
ING THE DWR-KNOCKER OF DR, MC-
DOWELIL TO DR. GROSS,

Dr. Gross, the Kentucky State Medical So-
ciety thanks you for the beautiful oration you
have just delivered on Ephraim MeDowell.
Surely hereafter, when history shall recall his
deeds and dwell upon his memory, it will re-
late how, when he was fifty years at rest, the
greatest of living surgeons in America came
upon a pilgrimage of a thousand miles to pro-
nounce at his shrine the noble words you have
spoken.

The Society does not wish that you should
return to your home without some memento
of the oceasion which brought vou here, and
which shall tell you also of the admiration,
the respect, and the affection it ever bears for
you,

1 have been appointed to deliver to you
this simple gift, with the trust and the belie?
that it will always pleasantly recall this time,
and be a token of our feelings toward you.
We wished to give yvou something direetly
connected with MeDowell and it oceurred to
us that this memento of the dead surgeon
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would be most appropriate. It is only the
knocker whieh hung upon ms door, but it ear-
ries wueh weanng wiel it.

Lue sweeweslt lewonies of  our hives are
WOovell apoul OUr uvaiesuld Suleleuls, L e
liwariswoe alowild Wowed We lave Baulelol,
LU Clall® Ll Wil Ul luvdd vues dy ¢ pdlyy Luc
tl.lp Ll jl.l.llﬂ Have .Ii.l.ﬂ-ﬁﬂu, e fue il Ualluws
lave swepu—whal jJowewd Call  IUpiacd okl
Valuc i L0 You  Iewewnbel oue ctucoaduoielll
Lude D)uplas oollyad Wove abuul i UDaupig i
H10W do g Ccurmieainyd O B Tl LUey gave il
Blvdr gillsd UL uladiuUiles Juu pt’.a.l.'i.ﬂ alidod Labiotl ,
At Warckl e LALry EouoiUliol Celauts, ol ULy
CAPECLLEU LUAL SUE Wullld SULIEpSE LUEUL ald Wil
Lue laginiieeiice O Ler dowey, UUW Sog H,_d-\'t:
1L Shiupay 3 Lae-pegi luey wouuueleu Wilad
goou could cowe oI tnat. ‘Llue boy grew to be
@ oamal. Lo Wid Pursals IS Fleats woit Wist-
ed, abd at last ue came Nome agd DUl s
hat upon thut peg. And while (e SOUULal '
bat was haugiug there peace ana prency and
order and amecllon SpPrang up 1 s Noue,
aund the hat-peg was mdeed the talisman of
his life,

T would that the magician’s wand were
granted me a while to wedve a fitting legena
around this door-knocker, wiich cowes Iroun
MeDowell to you, Dr. Gross. There 1s much
in the emblem. No one kuows better than
you how good and how great was the man of
whom it speaks. It will tell of many sum-
mons upon merey’s mission which did not
sound in vain. Ofttimes has it roused to action
oue whose deeds have filled the world with
fame. A sentinel, it stood at the doorway of a
happy and an honorable hone, whose master,
as he had bravely answered its signals to duty
here below, so when the greater swunmons
came, as trustfully answered that, and laid
town a stainless life.

It belongs by right to you, Dr. Gross. This
household genius passes most fittingly from
the dearest of Kentucky’s dead surgeons to
the most beloved of her living sons in medie-
ine. She will ever claim you as her son, and
will look with jealous eye upon those who
would wean you from her dear affection.

And as this emblem which now is given to
vou hangs no longer in a Kentueky doorway,
by this token you shall know that all Ken.
tucky doorways are open at your approach.
BBy the relief your skill has wrought; by
the griefs your great heart has healed; by
the sunshine wvou have thrown across her
thresholds; by the honor wour fame has
hrought her; by the fountains of your wisdom
at which vour loving children within her bor-
ders have drunk, the people of Kentucky shall
ever open to your their hearts and homes.

DR GROSS’S REPLY.

I am much avercome, gentlemen of the
Kentueky State Medical Society, by this mark
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of your approbation. T am not the great man
yvonr speaker has declared e to be, but 1
gratefully appreciate the feelings that have
prompted his words. T e¢laim to he hut an
carnest follower of surgery, who during a
periorl whieh has now extended heyond a
half a century, has striven to the hest of his
ahility to grasp its truths and to extend the
henefieence of  its  offices. I am not to he
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and much of the fruition of its hopes. To the
warm hearts of the many friends it was my
good fortune to secure within these horders
do I owe it that those struggles were cheered
and regards hevond my deserts were secured.

I take this emblem now offered me as the
most valued gift of my life. Tt shall be re-
ceived into my home as a household god, en-
vironed by all the memeries of goodness anc

DOCTOR RICHARD O, COWLING
1839--1881

placed by the side of MeDowell, for what 1
imay have done in our art: but if this reward
he a measure of the appreciation I hold of the

wood-will of the people in this Commonwealth,
I may elaim it for that.

The vears of my life which I passed in Ken-
tucky represent the most important era in my
earcer. They witnessed many of its struggles

greatness to which your speaker has referred.
and above all reealling this scene. Dying I
shall bequeath it, among my most important
possessions, to the family that I may leave, or
in failure of that, to be presented to the arch-
ives of some society.

I thank you again, gentlemen, and I wish
I were able to tell you better how much T
thank you,
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ADDRESS OF PROFESSOR LEWIS A,
SAYRE, M. D.

PRESIDENT OF TIHE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIA-
TIOXN WHEN TIHE MONTUMENT WAS
DEDICATED.

No word from me can add a single laurel
to the erown of the immortal MeDowell, whose
history and services to mankind have been so
beautifully and truthfully portrayed hy the
distinguished orator of the evening, the Nestor
of American surgery, Prof. Gross, In fact,
any remarks from me in my individual ea-
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tion to the memory of Eohraisn MeDeowell,
who has contributed more to the‘alleviation of
human suffering and the prolongation of hu
man life than any other member of the med-
ical profession in the nineteenth century, We
ean searcely eomprehend the greatness of this
man’s mind, and the truly wonderful genius
of MeDowell, until we stop to eonsider who he
was, what he did. and when and where he did
it. A village doctor in the backwoods frontier,
surrounded by Indians and the buffalo, al-
most beyond the hounds of ecivilization, with
nuo books to refer to. with no preecedent to
guide, with no one to consult but his own un-

DOCTOR LEWIS A, SAYRE
19201900

pacity would seem almost inappropriate, but
in my official capacity as President of the
American Medical Association it is my duty
as well as my pleasure to bring to the nonu-
nmental shrine the pvations of the entire med.
ical profession of these United States. And,
Sir. I venture here the prediction that-in all
times to come the intelligent surgeons, either
in person or in thought, from every part of
the civilized globe. will wander here to Dan.
ville to pay their respects and sense of obliga

aided judgment, with no one to share the re
sponsibility if wunsuoecessful. unaided and
alone assumes the responsibility of removing
a disease which up te that time had been con.
sirdiered absolutely ineurable. Think for a mo-

ment what would have been the result of fail-

wre—a coroner’s jury, and a verdict of will-
ful murder, which at that time would have
heen pronounced correet by the entire medieal
profession throughout the civilized globe,
All this he dared and did assume, hecause his
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cleag .nfgliect, hod . reasoned out his plan of
Procedurs; acd. bl eareful oisseclions had
pointed out 1o bum the paul to victory. .And
HOW every Inlellgent sulgeon ! tue world 13
Periorming 1€ Operallon g8 gueasion reguires,
ULCl Al lue preseul 1une, ag Ur, 1howag Das
Slawed, lorey nousidnd Yeurs have aiready
bren added 10 the swn Lowl of human Lle by
LIS Gle uiscovery of hpurann Melowell,

Apother tact sirikes wme very foreibly, Mr,
Presiaent, and toat 1s toe leroie enaracier ot
the woman wno permitled this experunental
operation 10 be periorwed upon her. ‘I'ne wo-
men of Kentucky in that period of her early
husiory were lherole and CoOurdgeous, acells
tomed to brave the dangers of the tomahawk
and Scalping-Enite, and bad more seir-reli-
unce and true herowsin than 1s generally tound
iu the mmore refined society oI ciy lire; and
hence the courage of Mrs. Crawford, who, con-
sclous tnat deatn was inevitavle from tne dis-
ense with which she suffered, so soon as this
village doctor explained to her s plan ot
afforuing her relief, and convineed her judg-
ment that it was feasible, immediately replied,
*Doctor, 1 am ready for the operation ; please
proceed at once ang perform it.’’

All honor to Mrs. Crawford! Let her name
and that of Ephraim MeDowell pass down in
history together as the founders of ovariot-
oiny.,

iventucky has many things to boast of in
elimate, seil, and magnificent forests of oak
carpeted with her native bluegrass, far sur-
passing in beauty and grandeur the most ele.
gantly cultivated parks of England. She is
famed for her beautiful and accomplished wo-
men; she is renowned for her statesmen, her
crators, and her jurists: her Clays, her John-
sons, her Wickliffes. her Crittendens, her
Marshalls, her Shelbys, her Prestons, her
Breckinridges, and a host of others; but no
name will add more to the luster of her fame
than the one whose name we this day ecom-
memorate by erecting this monument to Eph-
raim MeDowell, the ovarictomist.

CORRESPONDENCE.
LETTERS OF REGRET FROM DISTINGUISHED MEM-

BERS OOF THE PROFESSION WHO COULD NOT
ATTEND THE DEDICATION.

L. S MeMurtry, M. D., Chairman McDowell
Maowwwent Commnittee:

Dear Sir:—I thank you very much for your
invitation to attend the meeting connected
with the MeDowell monument, and 1 decply
regret that I am unable to leave I.ondon at
prresent,

It would give me extireme pleasure to be
present at so interesting a ceremony, to make
the acquaintance of so many of my Ameriecan
professional brethren, and to show my respect

to the memory of ‘‘the Father of Ovariot-
omy, "’

+ suall hope in some future year to visit
your greal counlry agau, aud W0 see The won-
Winely yOU HAVC ralScd Ovel TUE grave ul aic-
Lroweldl. Yery siucevely,

I'. SPENCEE WELLS,
o Upper Grosvenor Street, Louuon w., April

24, 1879,

L. 8. Mcstwrtry, Grue man deDowell Monu-
ment Gommiiieg:

Dear sir:—i1 regret that it is not in my
Pover 10 retew Lue pleasure of a Iormer visit
W heniucky and Lake parl 10 Lhe exercises dl
e dewlcalion of THe MmelUoWell moauinedt, al
least 50 I4r 48 10 be 4 Bywpaillele Lswler 1o
“ll the eloyuence wWhich Lie Octasion Wil eall
forth.

1 reel a personal interest in the surgical
conquest Which 18 10 be comunelnorated lu ad-
dinen to that whach all the world recognlzes.
Among the birins of the ceniury tous 18 &
twin with myselr. Ur, MeclDowell 8 first opera.
tion dates from the pame year as that 1n
which 1 first inhaled the slow pulson tuat en-
velops our planet, tne etfects or wiuch 1 have
80 loug survived, 1 thank God that ihe otner
twin wil long outlive me and my memory;
carrying the ught of life into the shauows ot
immpenaing dooi, the message ot hope 10to the
dark realm of despair; opening the prison to
them that are bound and giving them beauty
for ashes, the beauty of a new-vorn existence
even, it may be, as 1 have but recently seen it,
of youthful and happy matermity in place ot
the ashes for which tne inevitable urn seemed
already waiting.

I am glad that this great achievement is to
be thus publicly elaimed for American sur-
gery. Our trans-Atlantic counsins have a
niicrophone which enables them to hear the
lightest footsteps of their own discoverers and
inventors, but they need a telephene with an
eart-trumpet at their end of it to make them
hear anything of that sort from our side of
the water. There is another kind of trumpet
they do not always find themselves unprovid-
ed with, as those who remember Sir James
Simpson’s astonishing artiele, ** Chloroforim,’”
in the cighth edition of the Eneyclopedia
BBritannica, decently omiitted and ignored in
the ninth edition of the same work, do not
need to be reminded.

If there was one who eould dispute Dr. Me.
Dowell’s elaim to be ecalled ‘‘the Father of
Ovariotomy’’ it would have been our own Dr.
Nathan Smith, our own and your own too, for
he also was horn and lived and died on the
sunset side of the Atlantie, and within the
starry circle which holds us all. Dr. Smith
performed the operation of ovariotomy with
success early in the century, but unfortunate-
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ly there is no record, so far as I know, of the
exact date. | allude to this fact not to invali-
date Dr. MeDowell’s claim, for an undatea
case can not do it, but to couple with his name
as at least next in priority that of another
uative American practitioner worthy of com-
panionship with the greatest and best.

A single thought occurs to me which may
lLielp to give this oceasion something more than
professional significance. Although our po-
litieal independence of the mother country has
been long achieved, our seientific and literary
independence has been of much slower
growth.

And as we read the inseription on this
monument, let us gratefully remember that
every bold, forward stride like this grand
triumph of American science, skill, and moral
courage, tends to bring us out of the present
period of tutelage and imitation into that
brotherhood and self-reliance which should
belong to a people no longer a colony or a
provinee, but a mighty nation.

I am, dear sir,

Yours very truly,
Oviver WenpeLL HovLmEs.
Boston, May 9, 1879.

L. 8. McMurtry, Chairman McDowell Monu-
ment Commiltee:

My Dear Sir:—It is with extreme regret
that I find myself prevented from accepting
your kind invitation to take part in the dedi-
cation of the monument to the *‘Father of
Ovariotomy.”” Although absent in body let
me assure you that I shall be present in spirit,

Kentucky cherishes the memory of many
noble sons, but nowhere in her annals can she
point to a name more deserving of her pride
than that which adorns the monument erect.
ed to commemorate MeDowell’s glory.

Others have given her the proud records of
the warrior, the statesman, the philosopher,
and the philanthropist. McDowell, favored
by God above other men, has already bestow.
ed upon humanity more than forty thousand
years of active life, and insured for the future
results which will surely dwarf those of the

ast.
P The noble tribute which you erect in his
honor will last long, but it will erumble into
dust and be scattered abroad by the winds,
while his memory will continue to live green
and vigorous in the hearts of a gratcful pos.
terity.

With sentiments of sincere regard, I am
dear sir, Yours very truly,

T. GaeLarp THOMAS,

294 Fifth Ave, New York. May 1, 1879,

1. 8 M:Murtry, Chairman MeDowell Monu-
ment Commitfee:
Dear Doector --—I have much pleasure in ae-
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knowledging receipt of the invitation to at-
tend the memorial oveasion in honor of *'the
IFather of Ovarotomy.”” Unfortunately for
me some professional duties here, wnich ean
not in any ‘way be postpoued, will compel my
return home from Atlanta inunediately after
the adjournment of the Aineriean Medical As-
sociation.

1t is well in the name of American surgery,
and in the name of a common philantnropy,
that this honor, though tardy, should be paid
to the memory and fame of kphraim JMe-
Dowell.

I cannot but think of the faect that the
erection of the monument is largely due to the
original suggestion and active etforts of one
who recently passed away from earth before
he had reached the noon of his power and
reputation, one who was esteemed and adinr-
ed by every physician North, South, East and
West. The monument will tell not only of
‘‘the Father of Ovariotomy,”’ but also of John
D. Jackson.

I am, dear sir, yours very truly,Y
TrEOPHILUS PaRVIN,
Indianapolis, Ind., May 1, 1879.

I, 8. McMurtry M. D., and Others of the Me.
Dowell Monument Committee:

Gentlemen :—Your kind invitation to at-
tend the dedication of the MeDowell monu.
ent is just received, for which I beg leave to
return my thanks, and the assurance of my
sincere regret that I shall be prevented from
taking part in the interesting ceremonies.

The ocecasion is one of extraordinary im-
port, in that it is the first and only instance in
the history of the ['nited States that such
honors have been paid to the memory of a
physician; and secondly, that the virtues
which it is proposed to perpetuate in the
monument were consecrated to the saving of
human life and the mitigation of human suffer-
ing. Of the man Ephraim MeDowell we know
comparatively little, but of the great orig-
inal ovariotomist no one at all concerned in
the progress of surgery can be ignorant. As
a Kentuckian no less than as a surgeon I have
always felt the deepest interest in his history,
und have sought in his life and surroundings
to penetrate to the origin of the great thought,
and still greater courage, that gave expression
to the thought which, without the sanction of
precedent, and unaided by the advice or sym-
pathy of others, culminated in the institution
of an operation by which thousands of women
heretofore doomed to early death now live to
hiess his name.

But who can discover and open the secret
door which hides from profane view the
saered laboratorv of genins? Or who ecan
trace the footsteps of the inspired discoverer
as he works his narrow way out to the con.
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fines of human experience, amd with purged
eve looks into the mysteries which lie bevond ¥
All that we ean do is to cheer on with our
words of encouragement, and, when the work
is done, with willing hands distribute its bene-
fits to those who are in need, never forgetting
to pronounce a blessing upon the author. In
this spirit of humble reverence I how my
bared head hefore him whom vou this day ex-
alt in the sight of the whole world as une of
its greatest henefactors, and proelaim hy yvour
act that the hizhest and noblest ambition of
the physician should be the saving of human
life. Whe is there sinee the days of Jenner, who
can in this respeet compare with the ‘“baek-
woods surgeon of Kentucky?”” I would not
tlerogate in the slightest degree from the de-
served honor whieh belongs to many who have
followed their profession with equal zeal and
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EPHRAIM MeDOWELL.*

By Lewis S. McMerrey, M. D, L.L. D,
Louisville.

Tt is imost oppropriate that in this one hun-
dreth yvear sinee MeDowell’s  epoch-makine
work this society, fonnded by his followers in
Ameriea, should eelebrate his achievement
anid thereby keep afresh in the professional
inind the source and origin of a great depart-
ment of surgery.

No conception of Ephraim MeDowell’s
character and personality could be more re-
mote from the truth than that he was a rude.
but courageous, backwoodsman, who by acci-
dent or mishap nundertook an untried feat in
surgery and gucceeded in spite of a disregard
of all surgical rmles and established prineiples,

CAMBUS KENNETH

earnestness, and who have added largely to
the resources of the healing art, but in the in-
serutable wisdom of the Creator of all things
it has not heen given to any other single la-
borer in the tield of medieine and surgery up-
on this western hemisphere to confer so great
# hlessing upon the human race.

All honor to the memory of Ephriam Me-
IYowell, the man of genius, the wise and herole
surgeon, the henefactor o!f his kind. When
the cranite shaft which vou have erected fo
siznalize what he was, and what he did shall
have fallen into deeay, his name will still be
perpetuated by the many lives saved through
his instrumentality,

I am. genilemen. with great esteem, yvour
obwedient servant,

T. G. RiciarpsoN,

New Orleans, May 9, 1879,

THE HOME OF DR. McDOWELL, NEAR DANVILLE

Let us for a moment consider his origin and
preparation. He was born in  Rockbridge
county, Virginia. on the eleventh day of
Mareh, 1771, when the American colonies were
in the agitation preceding the revolution, His
father, Samnel MecDowell, was a prominent
man in Virginia and a member of the Assem-
hly of that State. In 1792, he was sent by the
liegislature as a land commissioner to Ken.
iueky, which was then a county or appanage
of Virginia. A year later he was appointed
judeze of the Distriet Court of Kentueky and
removed his family to the town of Danville
where the sittings of the court were held ana®
where he resided permanently thereafter.

*An address delivered hefore the American Gynecological
Soclety at the Centennial Celebration of McDowell's first
Ovariotamy.
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Ephraim McDowell’s mother was Sarah Me-
Clung, a member of a distinguished Virginia
family. MeDowell was a product of that
eivilization which was planted on the Virginia
coast, and from which came Washington, Jef-
ferson, Richard Henry Lee, Patrick Henry,
DBenjamin - Harrison, Edmund Pendleton,
George Mason and other soldiers, statesmen,
and patriots who founded this great republic.
His early education was attained at the class-
ical seminary at Georgetown, Kentucky, the
best school accessible at that time. After com-
pleting his studies at the seminary, he weni
to Staunton, Virginia, and following the cus
tom of that period entered upon the study of
medicine in the office of Dr. Humphreys, a
graduate of the University of Edinburgh and
a practitioner of high reputation. In 1793-94
he attended the University of Edinburgh,
then universally regarded the most famous
centre of medieal education in the world. As
fellow students, MeDowell was associated
there with Dr. Samuel Brown, afterward one
of the founders and teachers of Transylvania
University at Lexington, Kentucky, and Dr,
Hosack and Dr. Davidge, of New York, all
of whom subsequently attained eminence in
the profession. As far as we know, the de.
gree of M. D. was not conferred upon him un-
til 1823, when, entirely unsolicited on his part,
the TUniversity of Marvland econferred upon
him the honorary degree of M. I). The Med-
ical Society of Philadelphia, at the time the
most distinguished of its kind in this country,
sent him its diploma in 1807, two years before
he performed his first ovariotomy. Thus it
will be seen that MeDowell had attained na
tional distinetion as a surgeon before he un-
dertook the work svhich has made him famous,
While at the University of Edinurgh Me.
Dowell attended the private instructions of
John Bell, the most able and eloquent of the
Scottish surgeons of his day. That portion
of his lectures describing tumors of the ovaries
and the power and elogquence with which he
depicted the hopeless fate to which their vie-
tims were condemned. made a powerful im-
pression upon his anditor. Indeed, McDowell
afterwards stated that the principles and sug-
pestions at this time enunciated by his master
impelled him sixteen vears afterward to at-
tempt what was considered an impossihility.
In 1795 MeDowell returned to his home at
Danville and entered upon the practice of his
profession. Being a man of classical eduea-
tion, coming from the most famous medical
school of the world. he soon easilv assumed
the first professional position in his loealitv,
and within a few vears was known through-
out the Western and Southern States as the
first surgeon of his entire section of eountrv.
Indeed. nntil Dr. Benjamin W. Dudley. of Lex-
ington, Kentuekv. came into the field Dr. Me
Dowell was undisputedly the most eminent
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surgeon west of the Alleghanies. During this
time his practice extended in every direction,
persons coming to him from all the neighbor-
ing States, and he frequently making long
journeys on horseback to operate unon per-
sons whose condition would not permit them
to visit at his home. As far as is known, he
was in the habit of performing every surgical
operation then practiced. In lithotomy he
was especially sneeessful. and was known to
have operated, up to 1828, twenty-two times
without a death. Ie operated many times
for strangulated hernia, and did suceessfullw
various amputations and other operations, in-
cluding tracheotomy. We must remember
that anesthesia was unknown in his day.

In 1809, fourteen years after he began the

LA

practice of his profession, McDowell’s oppor-
tunity was presented. He was called to see a
Mrs. Crawford, living sixty miles distant
from Danville, who was supposed by herself
and her physicians to be pregnant aud be-
vond her term, with most serious complica-
tions. After eareful examination he pro-
nounced the ease to he one of ovarian tumor;
explained the hopeless character of the dis-
vase; expressed his conviction that if was feas-
ible to undertake its removal; Ffrankly an-
pounced that it wonld he in the nature of an
experiment, hut an experiment that was prom-.
ising, Tn a word, he had faith in himself and
his resources. which inspired confidence and
hope in the patient. Mrs. Crawfard aceepted
the proffered aid ar once. and in a few davs
went to Danville, sixty miles distant. on horse.
back, where the operation was successfully
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performed and followed by prompt and per-
feet recovery.

It is known that MecDowell had an excellent
medieal library for that time, and that he de-
voted much of his leisure time to his books,
but he possessed an aversion to writing. Like
many able men in our profession of the pres-
ent day, he was absorbed in practice, and lit-
erary work of every kind was burdensome to
him. Moreover, we must remember that he
did not have the stimulus of the daily mail
and numerous medical journals; also that no
medical society was in existenee in his section
of the country. Seven years elapsed after
the operation before he made a report for
publieation, during whieh time he had operat-
ed in two additional eases, both followed by
recovery. The title of his paper is ‘“Three
('ases of Extirpation of Diseased Ovaries,”
and his deseription of the symptoms and op-
eration is eoncise and clear. describing most
essential points, but without any minute ac-
eount of the pathologv and daily progress af-
ter operation. That he was inspired by the
teachings of Mr. John Bell, of Edinburgh, to
undertake the operation is apparent from the
faet that his report of his cases was forward-
ed to his revered master. The report failed
10 reach Mr. Bell, who was ahsent on aecount
of ill health, and MeDowell prepared another
copy and forwarded it to the E'clectic Reper-
tary and Amnaly!wal Review, published in
Philadelphia. where it appeared in the issue of
Oectober, 1816, The hrevity and disregard of
many essential details whieh echaracterized
the report. exposed MeDowell to eritieism,
and articles sareastie and ineredulous appear-
ed in the Renertory, while Dr. .James John.
son. the learned editor of the Londan Medico.
Chiruraical Review, expressed ontright his
dishelief of MeDowell’s statements. A few
vears afterward when the aceuracy of the re-
ports had heen verified and eonfirmed hy the
report of additional cases. Dr. Johnson edi-
torially  acknowledged his error, savine.
“Thore were cirenmstances in the narrative
of the first three cases that raised misgivinga
in mv mind. for which uncharitahleness we
a«k pardon of God and Dr. MeDowell, of Dan-
ville.”?

Tn Oretober, 1819, three vears suhsequent o
his first publication. he puhlished in the same
jonrnal twa additional eases. Tn this report.
he allndes to the several eriticisms which had
appeared reearding his first paper in these
words- ““T thonght mv statement sofficiently
explicit to warrant anv sureeon’s performine
the operation when neressarv without hazard-
ine the odlinm of making an experiment. and
T think mv deseription of the mode of oper-
ating, and of the anatomy of the parts con-
cerned. elear enough to enable anv gond anat-
omist. possessing the jndegment requisite for a
surgeon, to operate with safetv. T hope no

operator of any other deseription may ever
attempt it. Tt is my most ardent wish that
this operation may remain te the mechanieal
surgeon forever inecmprehensible.”’ If we
had no other knnwledge of McDowell’s mental
cast and surgical ideals, these words would
stamp him as a surgeon of broad and elevated
view, with lofty conception of the science and
art of surgery, and keen appreciation of the
advanced ground on which he trod. The total
number of ovariotomies he performed is
not certainly known. Dr. William A. Me-
Dowell, his nephew and pupil, afterwards
his partner, stated that the total number of
ovariotomies done by Ephraim MeDowell was
thirteen, with eight recoveries and five deaths,

The essential points of MeDowell’s opera-
tive technique are: (1) The parietal incision
was made external to the border of the rectus
muscle; (2) the pedicle was ligated before
opening and evacuating the evst: (3) care
was observed to cleanse the vperitoneum of
fluids; (4} drainage was provided by bring-
ing the ligatnre out through the lower angle
of the ineision and the ligature eliminated in
that wayv: () the operation oceupied only
twenty-five minutes. expedition resulting more
fromn the ahsence of an anesthetic, doubtless,
than otherwise. In the report of the second
cas~, he says, ‘1 laid her side open.”” In the
third ecase, he adopted the median incision,
whirh he indieates thus: ‘T changed my place
of opening to the linea alba.”’ Tn all his cases
he ligatured the pedicle hefore separating ad-
hesions or tapping the tumor. In the third
rase¢ he mentions that the ligatures were not
released for five weeks. at the end of which
time the ecord was taken away.

In the brief report of his first ease. Dr. Me-
Dowell failed to record such details of env.
ironment, preparation, and after treatment as
so important an operation should have receiv.
ed. He even failed to record the room or
honse in which the operation was performed.
Fither tradition or imagination has depicted
the operator fearlessly doing his work while
a mob gathered ahout his hounse threatening
his life on account of the fancied reckless
hazard of life in attempting an untried ex-
periment. Having hbeen horn and reared near
Danville. and edncated there, and having
known some of MeDowell’s contemporaries. T

am <nre this story is pure fietion, withont anv
semhlance of facts for its hasis. MeDowell
was perhaps the most prominent and popular
¢itizen of the community, commanding the
respect and confidence of all classes, and
known far and near as a great surgeon. The
house in which Mrs. Crawford underwent op-
eraiion and remained while under treatment is
not known. Tt is not probable that such an
operation was done in the doctor’s office: but
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more probably in some bedroom prepared for
ker care and nursing after operation.

In a most aceurate and painstaking sketch
of McDowell by the late Dr, John D. Jackson,
of Danville, he states that in 1822 McDowelt
made a journey of several hundred miles on
horseback to the Hermitage, the residence of
President Andrew Jackson, near Nashville,
Tennessee, to do an ovariotomy in the ease of
a Mrs. Overton. He was assisted in the oper-
ation by General Jackson and a Mrs. Priest-
Iy. Alrs. Overton recovered. MeDowell was
the guest of General Jackson during his stay
in the neighhorhood. Another one of his pa
tients in Tennessee was James K. Polk, after-
ward President of the United States, upon
whom he did lithotomy when the patient was
fourteen vears of age.

In 1802, Dr, McDowell married Sarah, a
daughter of Isaac Shelby, Kentucky’s first
anid greatest governor, a soldier and states-
man, with whom he lived most happilvy and
raised a family of two sons and four daugh
ters, only three of whom survived him. Mrs.
MeDowell survived her husband by ten years.
Dr. MeDowell was nearly six feet in heigth,
with dark hair and eyes, and possessed of ex-
veptional strength and endurance. He was
dignified in bearing and possessed a command-
ing presence, but quite free from austerity.

He is deseribed as an amiable and approach-

ahle man, with ahundant cheerfulness and
good humor. As a citizen he took an active
part in all movements for the welfare of the
community. He was especially interested in
education. and contributed liberally of his
time and means to provide educational facil-
ities so much needed at that time. He was a
meimnbers of the first Board of Trustees of Cen.
tre College of Kentucky, now Central Uni-
versity of Kentucky. He contributed person-
ally the lot upon which Trinity Episcopal
Church in Danville now stands. In his fifty-
ninth vear while in the full vigor of life, he
wasg seized with an aeute fever and died on
the twentieth day of June, 1830, after a brief
illness.

In 1852, twenty-two years after the death
of Ephraim McDowell, Professor Samuel D.
Ciross, then a resident of Louisville. presented
to the Kentucky State Medical Society a
sketeh of the life and original surgiecal work
of the first ovariotomist. Professor Gross
brought to his task his characteristic aceuracy
and thoroughness of investigation. He engag.
erl in a laborionus correspondence with the fam-
ilv, relatives and contemporaries of MeDow-
ell, and collected all available knowledge bear-
ing upon his life and ocharacter. This sketch
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was subsequently incorporated in Gross’
American Medical Biography, published hy
Lindsay & Blakiston, of Philadelphia, in 1861,
The eritical investigations by Professor Gross
of the original reports of various operators,
together with the incontrovertible testimony
presented as to MeDowell’s priority, placed
MecDowell’s claims bevond all dispute and es-
tablished firmly his position as the originator,
by successful accomplishment, of the radieal
cure of ovarian tumors by ahdominal section,

In 1879, the Kentucky State Medical So-
ciety erected over the grave of MeDowell, at
Danville. a monument to perpetua‘e his name
and fame. The dedieation of this monument,
on the fourteenth day of May, 1879. was the
most imposing event in the annals of the med-
ical profession of Kentucky. The address of
the oceasion was delivered by Professor Gross
before a large audience composed of members
of the State Medical Society, officials of the
State. and a large concourse of prominent
citizens. TTpon the speaker’s stand were seat:
el the Governor of the Commonwealth, the
Secretary of State, and other officials: the
president of the Ameriean Medieal Associa.
tion, Dr. Lewis A Savre; the venerable Dr.
Ciilman Kimball. of Lowell, Mass., who had
performed ovariotomy nearly three hundred
times ; and numerous other eminent American
surgeons. Among the tributes to MeDowell
presentad on this oceasion were letters from
Sir Spencer Wells, Oliver Wendell Holmes, T.
(;aillard Thomas, Edmund Randelph Peaslee
Theophilus Parvin. and others. The oration
of Professor Gross is a master-piece of hio
graphical literature. quite worthy of the oe
casion and its distincuished author. The oe-
casion is memorable for the achievement it
eclebrated. and memorable for the poet who
put it in verse. Achilles can never he forgot-
ten hecause Homer fixed his fame.

Other and more eloqnuent speakers will tell
vou of the struegles of MeDowell’s followers
it Ameriea, in Great Britain, in Franee, and
in Germany. The work was in the hands of
few eourageous spirits. who fought on in the
face of opposition and even persecution un-
til the dawn of the Listerian era lighted the
way to the present proud position of abdomi-
nal surgery. Pelvie and abdominal surgerv
began with ovariotomy: ovariotomy began
with MeDowell.



II. THE TRANSYLVANIA UNIVERSITY GROUP

FOREWARD
THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSYLVANIA UNIVERSITY*

By Roeerr Perer, A. M., M. P.. Lexington.

The history of medicine and of the earliest
meeddical men in Kentucky clusters around the
name of Transvlvania University.

The State of Virginia, in
“Han-tuck-ee’”  or

1780—when
““Ken-tuekee.’" as this

ary of learming.”” that ‘““might at a fu-
ture day ke a valuable fund for the mainte.
nanee and education of youth; it being the
interest of this Commonwealth always to pro
mote and eneonrage every design which might
tend to the improvement of the mind and the
diffusion of knowledge, cven amongst the most
reinote eitizens, whose situation a bharbarous
neighhorhond and a savage inter~ourse

might otherwise render unfriendly to sei-
cnee.’?
Three vears thereafter, 1783, when Ken-

TRANSYLVANIA UNIVERSITY MEDICAL HALL

Erected in 1839.

Burned in 1883. Provision seems to have been made for

the medical elasses in the first University building. but from the time this was
destroyed im 1829 until the construction of Medical Hall, above shown, in 1839,
these classes appear to have been more or less migratory bodies, lectures and
demonstrations being given in the officesof individual professors, or in a room
provided by them independently, as is shown in the context and in the picture

of Fairlawn.

country was then called, was only a little-ex-
plored portion of that State—placed eight
thousanil aeres of escheated lands within that
eoanty into the hands of thirteen trustees
* for the pnrposes of a public school or semin-

*The medical profession of Kentueky is Indebted to the
Filson Clah for the use of many of the sketches and pictures
In this group.

tucky had hecome a distriet of Virginia, the
(ieneral Assembly, hy a new amendatory Act,
re-cndowed this “‘publie sehool” with twelve
thousand acres more of escheated lands and
gave it all the privileges, powers. snd immun-
itiee of ‘‘any college or university in the
Srate,”” under the name of ‘‘Transylvania
Seniinary.”’
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In the wild and sparsely settled country
this seminary began a feeble existence under
the special fostering care and patronage of
the Presbyterians, who were then a leading
religious hody, sided by individual subserip-
tions and by additional State endowments.

The Reverend James Mitchell, a Presby.
terian minister, was its first ‘“*Grammar Mas-
ter,”” in 1785, In 1789 it was placed under the
charge of Mr. Isaac Wilson and located in
Lexington, with no more than thirteen pupils
all told. The Reverend James Moore, edueat-
ed for the Preshyterian ministry but subse-
quently an Episcopalian, and first Rector of
Christ Church, Lexington, was appointed
““Director,”” or the first acting President of
the Transylvania Seminary. in 1791. He
taught in his own house for want of a proper
seminary bhuilding, with the aid of a small li-
brary and collection of philosophical appar-
atus,. This library and apparatus had heen
donated by the Reverend .John Todd, of Vir-
ginia, who, with other influential Preshyteri-
uns, had been mainly instrumental in procur-
g the charters and endowments from the
Genneral Assembly of Virginia.

The offer of a lot of ground in the town of
Lexington to the trustees of Transylvania
S¢minary, by a company of gentlemen calling
themselves the ‘‘Transylvania Land Com-
pauy,”’ induced the trustees to permanently
locate the seminary in that place in 1793. On
that lot, the first school and eollege building
were placed. and on it was afterward erected
the more commodius University edifice in
which tanght the learned and celebrated
President, Doetor Horace Holley. This first
University building was destroyed by fire
May 9. 1829. Tn later vears, 1879, this old
““College lot’’ was beautified and improved by
tree-planting and otherwise by liberal citizens
of Lexington, moved by the efforts of Mr. H.
H. Gratz. and designated first ‘‘Centennial
Park,”” and afterward ‘‘Gratz Park,” in
honor of Benjamin Gratz, being not now util-
ized for speeial edueational purposes.

With limited success the first ‘‘Director of
Transyvlvania Seminary’’ taught in Lexine-
tion until 1794, when he was superseded by
the election hv the Board of Trustees of Mr.
Harry Toulmin as first President of the Semi-
nary.

_ This gentleman, a learned Unitarian min.
ister of the school of Doetor Priestley, and «
native of England, resigned the Presidency in

1796, and was Secretarv of State of Kentucky
under Governor Garrard.

Intense feeling at the election of Mr, Toul-
min on the part of the leading Preshvterians,
who claimed the Seminary as their own pe-
culiar institution, eaused them to obtain in
1796 a charter from the Legislature of Ken-

tucky, now a State, for a new institution of
leaining which they could more exclusively
control. This was the “‘Kentucky Academy,”’
of which the Reverend James Blythe, of their
communion, was made President,

On the establishment of the Kentucky
Academy by the dissatisfied Presbyterians in
1796, an aective rivalry between that school
and Transylvania Seminary operated to the
injury of both institutions as well as to the
eause of educatinn in general. Therefore, af-
ter two vears of separate existence these two
institutions, with the consent of the trustees
of both, were united in 1798 hy an Aect of the
General Assembly of Kentucky into one, *‘ for
the promotion of publie good and learning,’’
under the title of Transylvania TUniversity,
The consolidation was made undsr the orig-
inal laws which governed the Transylvania
Seminary, as enacted by the General Assem-
bly of Virginia.

1"nder the act of consolidation of Decemhber
22 1798, this University was oreanized hy
the appointment of Reverend James Moore,
of the Episcopal Church, as first acting Presi-
dent, with a corps of professors. And now, for
the first time in the Mississipi Valley, was the
effort made to establish a medical college.

Early in 1799, at the first meeting of the
trustees of the new Transvlvania University,
thev instituted ‘“The Medical Department’’
or Unllege of Transylvania. which suhsequent-
1v became so prosperous and so celebrated. hy
the appointment of Doctor Samuel Brown as
Professor of Chemistry. Anatomy, and Sur-
gery, and Doctor Frederick Ridgelv as Pro-
fessnr of Materia Medica, Midwiferv, and
Practice of Physic. Dr. Brown qualified as
Professor October 26. 1799, and Doctor Ridge-
13 the following November.

Dr. Brown was authorized by the Board to
import hooks and other means of instruetion
for the nse of the medieal professors to the
amount of five hundred dollars, a considerable
sum in those davs, and he and his rolleagues
woere made salaried officers of the University.

A Law Colleze was alsc organized at this
timne in the TIniversity hy the appointment of
Colonel George Nicholas, a soldier of the
Revolution and memher of the Virginia Con-
vention, as Professor of Law and Polities,

The annals of the earlier efforts to estah-
lish medical edneation and a medical eollege
in econnection with Transylvania University,
the first in the whole West and the second in
the TInited States. are meager and unsatis-
factory.

As already stated. the first Medical Pro-
fessors in this University, Doetors Samuel
Brown and Frederick Ridgely, 1799, no doubt
taught and leetured oeccasionally to such stu-
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dents as were present. The files of the old
Keuturly Gazelle show that Doctor James
}ishhack, who was unanimously appointed to
the Chair of Theory and Practice of Medicine
in Transvivania in 1805. advertised to leeture,
and did probably leeture on these subjects.
But he resigned in 1806. Doctor James Over-
ton, who had been appointed to the chair of
Maieria Medira and Botany in 1809, said in
his letter of aceeptance, on the oceasion of his
reappointment in the reorganization of the
Medical Faenlty in 1817, that he ‘““had en
gaged for some time in giving lectures on
Theory and Praectice in this town,”’” ete.

According to the hest recollection of the late
Doctor Coleman Rogers, for a long time befere
his death a regident of Louiaville, the Medical
College of Transylvania University was reor-
ganized in 1815 by the appointment of the
following Faenlty :

Doctor Benjamin W. Dudley, Professor of
Anatomy and Surgery.

Doctor Coleman Rogers,
chair.

Dr. William H, Richardson, Obstetrics, ete,

Daetor Thomas Cooper, Judge Cooper. of
Pennsvlvania to the chair of Chemistry, Min-
cralogy, ete.

Doctor James Blythe, then acting Presi-
dent of the [Tniversity. was to give chemieal
instruction. Doctors Cooper and Rogers did
not aceept this appointment. Aeccording to
Doctor Rogers’ recollection a regular course
of lectures was not delivered by this Faculty.
although Doetors Dudley and Overton proh-
ablv hoth lectured or taught ‘‘as they previ-
cusly had done.”’

Dr. C. C. Graham says: ‘““ What few private
students there were in Lexington went from
shop to shop, at that day doctors” officers were
so called. and got three only, Dudley, Rich-
ardson, and the eccentrie Overton, to give us
a talk.”

Dr. Dudley’s own recolleetion, as detailed
to the present writer, was also that he and
Doctor Overton, as well as Doetor Blvthe, lee.
tured in 1815-16 to about twenty students, of
whom the late Doetor Avres and the vet sur
viving Nestor of Transyvlvania graduates,
TDoctor Christopher C. Graham. of Louisville,
now almost a eentenarian, were in attendance
as pnpils. Very little can now be ascertain-
ed, from existing records, of the character of
Professor James Overton. Toctor Christo-
pher C. Graham, in a recent letter to the
writer, gives some reminiscences of him in the
following langunage: ‘Doetor Overton was a
small, black-eved man, very hypochondriacel
and sarcastie. notoriously so. and vet quite
chatty, humorous. and agreeable: telling his
elass many funny things. He was well edn-
cated for his day and plumed himself especi-
ally on his Greek.”’ Doctor Overton removed

adjunet to this

fl;m;l Lexington to Nashville, Tennessee, in
1818,

The late Doctor Ayres, of Danville, and lat-
terly of Lexiongton, informed the writer that,
in 1815, Docior Dudley. having recently re-
turned from Europe, was invited by himself
and other medieal students to demonstrate to
themn in anatomy and surgery. Learning that
he wonld leeture to them if a class were form.
ed, they made up one of from twenty to twen-
iy-five. and Doetor Dudley leetured to them
on anatomy and surgery in ‘‘Trotter’s Ware-
Liouse,”” a house situated on the southeast cor-
ger of Main and Mill streets. opposite the
site of the old original Lexington block-house.
In the next winter. he recounts, he lectured to
abont fifty or sixty students, some of whom
wrere from Ohio. Doctors Overton and Bly-
the, one or both, also lectured in both winters.

This may be said to be the real beginning of
the sneecessful eareer of the Medieal Depart-
ment of Transylvania University, and of that
of Doector Dndley as a medical professor.

The Kentucky Gazette of Marech 10, 1817,
contains a card published by a committee of
the medical students of Transylvania, signed
David J. Avres. Thomas J. Garden, and
(‘harles H Warfield, committee of the medieal
class. headed a ‘‘Tribute of Gratitude,’’ in
which thev retnrn grateful thanks te their
professors, DNoctors B. W. Dudley, James
Overton, and the Reverend Doctor Blythe, for
the ahility. fidelity, and perseverence with
which they had taught them, a further proof
that a medical session was held in the Transyl-
vania School in 1816-17.

Many circumstances in these early times fa-
vored the establishment of a medical college
in Lexington. Not only had that city been
reeognized for many years as a great center
of publie eduecation for the whole State, made
so by the lneation in it of the State’s Univers
ity, ‘‘Transyvlvania.”’ but it was also at tha:
time the great metropolis of the West. The
countryv around it, though fast becoming set-
tled and improved by enterprising pioneers,
had not as vet heen provided with roads or
good means of communication with older set-
tlements. To ascend the Ohio River and cross
the Alleghany Mountains to Philadelphia,
where the only other medical school in this
country then existed, was a tedious and la-
borions undertaking, and not devoid of dan-
ger.

On March 2, 1916. one thousand dollars
were appropriated by the Trustees of Tran-
sylvania and placed in the hands of Doctor
Blythe and Fohn D. Clifford for the immedi-
ate purchase of chemical apparatus. Doctor
Blvthe. who had been aeting President of the
University up to this time, resigned and ac-
cepted the position of Professor of Chemistry
in the Medical Department.

In 1817, the Medical Faculty was further
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reorganized by the appointment of the cele-
brated, talented IDoctor Daniel Drake to the
chair of Materia Mediea and Medical Botany.
The organization was then as follows:

Doector Benjamin W. Dudley, mee&‘;ur of
Anatomy and Surgery.

Doctor James Overton, Professor of Theory
and Practice.

Doctor Daniel Drake, Professor of Materia
Medica and Medical Botany.

Doctor William H. Richardson, Professor
of Obstetrics, ete.

Doctor James Blythe. Professor of Chemis-
try, ete.

Daoctor Drake has stated that twenty pupi's
attended this course of lectures. and the de-

and returned to Clincinnati at the end of this
session, returning subsequently in 1823 to oe-
cupy the same chair, to resign it again in
1427. Professor Richardson did not lecture
this session. He, not having yet received the
degree of M. D., was allowed to be absent.

DOCTOR SAMUEL BROWN.
By Roserr Peree, A. M., M. D, Lexington.

The first Medical Professor of Transylvania
['niversity and of the great Western country,
was born in Augusta, Rockbridge County,
Virginia, January 30, 1769, and died near
Huntsville, Alabama Janua.ry 12, 1830. He
was the son of the Reverend John Brown, a

DOCTOR SAMUEL BROWN

1769--1830

gree of M. 1., was, for the first time in Lexing-
ton, conferred on John Lawson MeCullough,
of that eity.

Fach professor lectured three times a week,
and his ticket was fifteen dollars. During this
sessinn ill feelings arose between Doectors
Dudley and Drake, leading to the duel be.
tween Doetors Dudley and Richardson al-
ready deseribed.

Daoctor Drake resigned his professorshin

Preshyterian minister of great learning and
piety, and Margaret Preston, a woman of re.
markable energy of character and vigor of
mind, sreond daunghter of John Preston and
Slizabeth Patton. He was the third of four
distinguished hrothers, Honorable John
Rrown, Honorable James Brown. Doctor Sam-
uel Brown, and Doctor Preston Brown.

After graduating at Carlisle College, Penn-
svivania, where he had been sent by his elder
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brother, he studied medicine for two years in
¥dinburgh, Seotland. Doector Hosack, of
New York, and Doctor Ephraim MeDowell,
of Nanville, Kentucky, were of the same class,
Re*urning to the United States. he commene-
ed practice in Bladensburg, but soon removed
tn Lexington, Kenturky, where he was made
Professor of Chemistry, Anatomy, and Sur-
gery in Transylvania University in 1799, as
above stated. In 1806, he removed to Fort
Adams, Mississippi, where he married Misa
Ferey, of Alabama. Afterwards, returning
tn Lexington, he was re-appointed in 1819 to
a chair in the Medical Department of Transyl-
vania. that of Theorv and Practice. Here
he was a distinguished colleague of Professors
E. W. Dudlev. Charles Caldwell, Daniel
Drake, William Richardson, and James
Blythe until 1825, when he finally left Ken-
fueky.

Dr. Brown was a man of fine personal ap-
pearance and manness; an aeccomplished
schalar, gifted with a natural eloguence and
humor that made him one of the most fasein-
ating lecturers of his day. Learned in many
hranches, he was an enthusiast in his own pro-
fession, serupnlous in regard to etiquette, and
exceedingly henevolent and liberal of his time
and serviees ta the poor.

Although aetive in scientific pursuits he
left no extensive work. and but a few detach-
rd writings, to perpetuate his fame. His
name appears amon £ those of the contributors
to the American Philosophieal Transactions,
and to the medical and scientific periodieals of
the Jdav. hath in this eountry and in FEurope.
In those Transactions and in Bruce’s Jonr.
nal of Mineralogv, he described a remark-bly
large nitre eavern on Crooked Creek. in Mad:-
igon County. now Rockeastle County, Ken-

q:)lrl-w Tn this and in a subseqnent eommuni-
eation in Volume 1 of Silliman’s Journal he
deserihed the proeess of nitre manufaeture in
caves, and gave the hest theory of its forma.
tion. according to the science of the day. In
various other journals he deseribed several
interesting eases which oceurred in his own
praetice. and in the renowned Medical Logic,
by the distinguished Gilbert Blane, of Lon.
don. Doeter Samuel Brown, of Lexington. is
quoted as authority for a certain seientifie
faet. ‘“To him we are indebted for the first
introdnetion in the West of the Prophylactic
use of the cow-pox.  As early as 1802 he had
vaesinated npwards of five hundred persons,
when in New York and Philadelphia physiei-
ans were only just making their first experi-
mental attempts. The virus he wused was
taken from its origrinal source, the teats of the
eow, and need in Lexington even before Jen.
ner renld gain the econfidence of the people of
his own eruntry.”

A ecurions aneedots, illustrating progress,

was told of Doctor Samuel Brown by his

nephew, the late Orlandoe Brown, Esquire, of
Frankfort, in a letter to the present writer:

*I remember once when talking of calomel,
lic said he never would forget the first dose
of it he gave a patient. It was looked upon
as ‘the Herenles,” and he used it accordingly,
The case was desperate and he resolved to
venture upon calomel and give a strong dose.
He aceordingly weighed ont with serupulous.
acenracy four grains, gave it to his patient,
and sat np all night to watch its effects. The
man got well and the Doctor afterwards used
calomel more freely.”’

What wonld he have thought of the heap-
ing tahlespoonful doses, quickly repeated pro
re nata, or the pound of calomel taken in a
day, and survived, which characterized the
cholera treatment of one of the later Pro-
fessors of the Transylvania School?

DR. FREDERICK RIDGELY.*
1756—1824.

By Roerrkt PETER, A. M., M. D., Texington.

Of a well-known family in Marvland, and
one of the most celebrated of the early phy-
gicians of the West. stndied mediecine in Dela-
ware. and altended medieal lectures in Phila-
delphia.

He was appointed Surgeon to a rifle corps
in Virginia when only nineteen vears of age,
served in different pesitions as Surgeon-Gen-
eral in General Wavne’s army in 1794, and
after that decis‘ve campaien was ended re-
turned to Kentucky in 1799, and was made
Professor of Materia Medica, Midwifery, and
the Praetice of Physie in the same year ir
the Medieal Department of Transylvania Uni-
versity, at the first organization of this de-
partment.

Widely known as a successful practitioner
and a gentleman of great benevolence, disin-
ter=stedness, and affability, he was also one
of the medieal precepiors of Kentuckv’s dis-
tinguished snrgeon, Benjamin W Dudley,
#ndd for many - ears gave active support to
Tranavlvania University as a member of the
Toard of Trustees. In 1799-1800, he deliver-
eil io the small rlass of medical students then
ir. attendanee a course of public instruction
which did him mueh eredit. a fact of peculiar
interest, ‘‘as it proves him to have heen,”’
with his ahle ecolleazue, Doctor Samnel
Tirown, *““the first who taught medicine by lee-
inre in Western America.”” He died at the
are of sixtv-eight at Dayton, Ohio, December
21, 1824,

These first rnedieal professors in Transyl-
vania TTniversity were no dounbt the first in

sAfter the moat patient Inquire no portrait of this ahle
man. nr additional facts in regard to his life and work, could
be obtained.
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the promotion of medical education in the
West. Medieal and Law societies were goon
cstablished and were in active operation, as
we learn from the columns of the Kentucky
Guzette, published at the time. How many
pupils they attracted and taught we can not
now definitely ascertain.

In 1801, the meager existing records of the
University show a reorganization, in whiech
the Reverend James Moore, who had been re-
placed in 1799 by a Presbyterian clergvman,
the Reverend James Welsh, was restored to
the Presidency. ‘‘Doetor Frederick Ridgely
was made Professor of Medicine, and Doctor
Walter Warfield was made Professor of Mid-
wilery, in addition to Doctor Samuel Brown.’’
Doctor Warfield, a physician of Lexington,
did not long occupy this chair, and appears
not to have leetured in it.

In 1804, the Reverend James Blythe, D. D.,
of the Presbyterian ehurch, who had been
President of Kentucky Academy, was made
acting President of Transylvania University,
which position he held until 1816. He was
subsequently, in 1817, under Doctor Holley's
administration, appointed Professor of Chem-
istry, etc., in the Medical Department. This
pusition he retained until, in 1831, he aceept.
ed the Presidency of Hanover College, In.
diana.

Doctor Blythe died in 1842, aged seventy.
seven, having devoted his life mainly to relig-
ivn: having been one of the pioneers of the
Preshyterian church, in Kentucky, He made
no distingnished reputation as a chemical pro-
fessor in the Medical School, for chemistry
in those days had few advocates, but he did
good serviee in the University as a teacher of
what was called ‘‘Natural Philosophy’ in
eirly times,

The Medical College of Transylvania Uni-
versity seems not to have attracted many stu-
dents in this early period of its history, nor
were its means of instruction or its organiza.
tion complete,

In 1805, Doctor James Fishback, D. D., was
made President of the Theory and Praectice of
Physic in this department."~He was charae-
terized as an eloquent, learned, though erratic
divine; an able writer; a physician in goo!
practice; an influential lawyer, and an up-
right man. He was the gon of Jacob Fish-
;_j?*gg’ who came to Kentucky from Virginia in

i .

He resigned this chair in 1806, having
given lectures to such small medical classes as
were present, In 1808, he was elected Repre-
sentative to the General Assembly of Kentucky,
In 1813, he published ‘“ The Philosophy of the
AMlind ir Respeet to Religion,”’ and, in 1834,
*-Kusays and Dialogues on the Powers and
Susceptibilities of the Human Mind to Re-
figion.”” He was also preceptor in medicine,
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and for a time partner in the practice. of the
celebrated surgecn, Benjamin W. Dudley.
He died at an advanced age in 1854,

An effort was again made to organize a full
I"aculty and establish a medieal school in
Transylvanin University in the year 1809,
when Doetor Benjamin W, Dudley was ap-
pointed to the chair of Anatomy and Physi-
ology, Doctor Elisha Warfield to Surgery and
Obstetries, Joseph Buchanan, A. M, to the
Iustitutes of Medicine, and Doctor James
Overton to Materia Medica and Botany. But
Deetor Warfield resigned in the same yéar,
and Doctor Buchanan in 1810. The late
Lewis Rogers, M. D., of Louisvile, thus men-
tioned Doctor Buchanan in his inaugural ad-
dress as President of the Kentucky State
Medieal Society in 1873: ““‘He died in Louis-
ville in 1829 : and T call up from the memorics
of mny boyhoed with great distinctness his
slender form, massive head. and thoughtful,
intelligent face. He was a man of great and
varied powers of mind. He was a mechanieal,
medieal, and political philosopher. His
‘‘spiral’’ steam hoiler, the prototype of the ex-
ploding and exploded tubular boiler, and his
steam land-carriage were among the wonders
of the day. As a physician his papers attract-
el distinguished notice from the medieal
savants of Philadelphia, then a center of med-
ical science.’’

As a political writer he ably discussed the
most weighty problems of the times, he being
editor of the Lowisville Focus. Want of con-
centration of his wonderful mind prevented
him from becoming eminent in medicine as in
other pursuits which divided his mental pow-
ers.

No systematiec medical instruction seems to
have resulted from this imperfect organiza-
tion of the Medical School in 1809, although
oceasional lectures may have been delivered
and private insiruction given.

Doector Dudley, after having graduated in
medicine in the University of Pennsylvania,
visited Europe in 1810, spending four years
in Paris and Tiondon in the arduous pursuit
of medical and surgieal information and ex.
perience under the celebrated teachers of that
day. Returning then to Lexington he began
a career as a practical surgeon and teacher, in
which his name hecame distinguished through-
out the civilized world.
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A MEMOIR OF THE LIFE AND WRIT-
INGS OF DR. BENJAMIN W,
DUDLEY.*

By L. P. Yaxperr, M. D., Lonisville,

The announcement of the death of Dr. B.
W. Dudley, though from his great age and in-
ereasing infirmities an event not unexpeeted,
wili be read with feelings of sadness hy every
American physician: and edueated surgeons
in every country will feel, when they read it,
that a great light of the profession has gone
oui. The oldest hy many vears of all the emi-
inent medieal men of the West and South, for
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our surgeons has oceupied a larger space in
the public eye. He achieved indeed a great
reputation. He was equally distingunished as
a surgeon and as a teacher of surgery. His
life and character were in many respects re-
markable. and furnish materials for a memoir
of extraordinary interest. It would be a
pleasure to write a history of his professional
career; and cne, no donbt, will be written in
thie time worthy of his fame and services. In
the limited space that can be afforded by a
journal like this, nothing more can be at.
temmpted than a brief notice of the more prom-
inent events and labors of his life.

DOCTOR BENJAMIN W. DUDLEY

1785--1870

a long time the unrivaled surgeon of the Mis-
sissippi Valley, one of the founders of the
carliest of all our western schools of medicine,
he was the last remaining link between the
present generation of physicians and that
which has passed away with him. If he leaves
hi:hind him any superior in the profession of
our country, it is eertain that no one of all

*Head at 2 mecting of the State Medical Soclsty at Bowling
Gareen, April, 1570,

Dr. Benjamin Winslow Dudley was born of
respoctable and pions parents in Spottsyl-
vam.a county, Virginia, on the 12th of April.
17385. His father, the Rev. Ambrose Dudley,
long known as a leading Baptist minister in
Kentucky, and whose memory is still affect-
ionately cherished in the churches where he
labored, removed from Virginia to the neigh-
Lborhood of Lexington. into what was then
ealled the ecounty of Kentucky, when this
gifted son was a year old. In that neighbor-
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hood his long life was passed. He grew up
with the beautiful city whieh was his pride,
and of which he was always a favorite son.
The opportunities for acquiring an education
in Kentucky when he was growing up were
limited, and it is not known that he enjoyed
uny which his own immediate neighborhood
could not furnish. 1f he studied any language
hut his own at school, it must have been sn.
perficialiy, for he made no pretensions to any
knowledge of either Greek, or Latin; and the
perfect command of the French which he is
known to have possessed he acquired later in
life, and prinzipally when he was abroad. He
was probably not a student, and it may be
that his turn of mind was not literary in early
life. But certainly his education was not
negleeted, and the training which he received
was in studies which fitted him well for a life
of action, No doubt in subsequent life he of-
icn felt painfully the want of those classical
attainments which in the public mind are al-
ways associated with a professional educa-
tion. But if he missed the grace of a thor-
ough edueation, he was saved from the temp-
tation to which scholars are exposed, of wast-
ing upon vain studies those powers to which
he devoted with so much success to matters of
practice. He had not to regret at the end of
his life, with the learned Grotius, that he had
consumed it in levities and strenuous inan-
ities,

Medicine heing the profession to which his’

taste inelined him, he was placed by his
father, when very young, under the tuition
of Dr. Frederick Ridgely, an eminent phy-
sician at that time and for many years after
ir. a large practice in Lexington. In the of-
fice of this exeellent instructor he was not
only taught the elements of medicine, but had
constant oppertunities of becoming acquainted
with disease at the bedside. Dr, Dudley al-
ways spoke with warmth and esteem of his
scholarly and urhane preeceptor, as a physici-
an whose high culture of mind and elevated
mworal tone reflected dignity upon his pro-
fession,

In the fall of 1804 he sent to Philadelphia
to attend medical leetures. He met in the Uni.
versity of Pennsylvania, among the students
of that winter, John Eston Cooke, Daniel
Tirake and William H. Richardson, names des-
tined afterward to be associated so often amil
so closely with his own. The coincidence is
interesting. Two nf these students, like ' “m-
gelf. were from the backwoods and felt as he
did the disadvantages of a deficient education,
Itichardson had heen reared in his own im.
medinte neighborhood, and had not made
himself even an English scholar. Drake by
great assiduity had already supplied many of
the deficiencies of his early tuition, but knew
no language exeept his own mother-tongue.
All hecame distinguished, and two of the

three who were with him in that class rose to
an e¢minence hardly exceeded by his own. At
different times all subsequently were associ-
ated with him as colleagues, and two sustained
to him, at a later period, the relation of stren-
uous competitors in rival medical schools. But
whether working harmoniously together in
{he same institution, or striving to build up
rival schools, all were engaged in shaping the
profession of medicine in the fronticr states,
aud will always hold a place among the mos:
useful and honored of its pioneers.

In the interval between the lectures, from
April to Oectober, Dr. Dudley engaged ir
practice with Dr. Fishback, a distinguishec
physician of Lexington. At the close of his
second course in the University of Pennsyl-
vania he took the degree of M. D., near the
end of Mareh, 1806, just two weeks before he
was twenty-one years old. Then returning to
Lexington, which had now become a tuown of
unote, and was indeed the literary and com.
wiercinl emporinum of the West, he became
agrain a candidate for practice. DBut he seems
not to have entered heartily inte the business.
He was not satisfied with his professional at-
tainments. His ambition was fired by his as-
sociations in Philadelphia. I{e was resolved
to qualify himself for the highest position in
his profession. And this, he thought, eould
ouly be done by studying in the hospitals ana
under the great teachers of Europe. His en-
ergies were all directed to the accomplishmem
of this end. and with the view of aequiring
the requisite means he added some commereial
business to the practice of physic. On some
adventure connected with trade he went to
New Orleans in a flatboat about the year 1810.
There he honght a cargo of flonr with which
some time in that vear he sailed to Gibraltar,
Disposing of his eargo advantageously at that
point and at Lishon, he made his way through
Spain to Paris.

He remained nearly four yvears in Europe,
an:a the larger portion of that time was spent
in the French capital. Its vast hospitals and
disseeting- rooms afforded the facilities he was
it quest of. Hiz mind eraved a knowledge of
facts; and though the fame of the great sur-
geons of London and Paris had inflamed his
ambition. it was thines he had gone abroad to
gee and learn. Diseases in their varied phe-
nomena and aspects, operations on the living
sithject. the minute structure of the humar
body, these were the objects of his study.
Paris furnished them in amplest measure,
and on the most liberal terms; and it was in
Paris undoubtedly that he gained that perfect
knowledge of anatomy and that familiarity
with surgical operations which laid the foun-
dation of his success as a surgeon. But
thongh aequiring most of the knowledge which
availed hin in future vears through the in-
stitntions of Paris, it was for the surgeons of
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London that he habitually expressed the high-
est admiration, Baron Larrey perhaps except-
ed. They certainly of all his teachers had the
largest share in shaping his opinions and
molding his professional character. In man-
ners he came home a Frenchman, but in med-
ieal doctrine and practice he was thoroughly
English. It was impossible that he should not
admire the great military surgeon of France,

and be eaptivated by the recital of his won-

derful experience. The memoirs of this ex-
traordinary man furnished him indeed with
numberless incidents which he afterward add-
e in the dramatie interest of his own surgicel
lectures. But it was Abernathy who impress
e him as the leading surgeon of Europe. Sir
Astley Cooper was his beau ideal of an opera-
tor, but Abernathy he always quoted as the
highest authority on all points relating to
surgary, as at onece the observant student of
nature, the profound thinker, and the sound
medieal philosopher.

The years embraced in Dr. Dudley’s stay in
Ilurope helong to one of the most eventful
periods in the history of France, a period as
favorable as could be for the study of that
branch of his profession to which he was speci-
ally devoting himself. How wisely he improv-
vd those fine oportunities is best attested by
the perfect mastery of his profession which
he afterward exhibited in all the emergenecies
of praetice.

It was while pursuing his studies in Paris
that Napoleon set on foot his gigantie Russian
cinpaign. Having made the acquaintanece of
Caulaincourt, the Emperor’s trusted minister,
ke was admitted to the chamber of deputies
on the occasion of Napoleon’s appearing be-
fore that body at the elose of his disastrous ex-
predition. The writer has often heard him de-
scrihe the scene as the most impressive that he
had ever witnessed. The Emperor’s address
was brief—'‘The Grand Army of the Empire
is Annihilated.”” These were the terrible
words with which he commeneced it.

In the summer of 1814 he returned to his
old home at Lexington. He returned with
high aspirations, and with a consciousness of
superiority given by his advantages. There was
now no longer any hesitation in his move-
ments or diversion of his mind from medicine
L.y foreign pursuits. His profession had be-
eome the engrossing object of his thoughts,
and from that time on until age made it neces-
sary for him to relax his labors, he applied
himself to it with undeviating fidelity. I am
sure I have never known a physician who
made himself more a slave to his profession.
He had no holidays. He sought no recrea-
tion : no sports interested him. If his friends
prevailed on him to quit the city on a trip of
pleasure, he returned to his business rather
wearied than refreshed by the excursion. His

thonghts, he has been heard to say, were al-
ways on the cases he had left behind, and not
on the objects or the amusements around him,

Such devotion had not long to wait for its
reward. Dut, apart from this faithful appli-
cation to business, there were other cirecums-
stances which rendered the time of his return
peenliarly aunspicious to his success. Great as
were the western states at that dav, and grow-
g, as they were, daily greater, they were
still without a surgeon of note, and without
a medieal school. Students of medicine had
then to eross the mountains, or practice with
out a diploma on the knowledge derived from
attendance on lectures. Dr. Dudley soon gave
assarance of his ahility to meet both of these
public wants. With his eonsummate knowl-
edge of anatomy, and the skill he had attain-
ed in the use of the knife, he was not long in
acquiring national reputation as a surgeon:
and when, a short time after his return, the
project of reviving a school of medicine began
to be agitated, public opinion pointed at once
to him as its head. Added to these influences,
which gave him early distinetion, another eir-
cumstance favored his immediate introdue-
tion into practice. He found a disease pre-
senting some strange features prevailing in
the country when he reached home. Traces
of the typhoid pneumonia which had just
swept across the continent were to be seen
everywhere in Kentucky. The fatal epidemie
had given place to a hilious fever, charaecter-
ized, like the plague, by a tendency to local
affeetions. Abseess formed among the mus-
¢les of the body. legs, and arms, and were so
intractable that limbs were sometimes ampu-
tat~d to get rid of the evil. Arriving in the
midst of so alarming an epidemie, Dr. Dudley
was not long without ealls. His attention
while abroad had been speecially directed to
the handage as an agent, among other things,
for controlling uleers of the extremities. Tt
at onee occurred to him that this appliance
was adapted to the treatment of the burrow-
ing abscesses with which he was continually
meeting. The efficiency of the bandage, now
recognized hyv every surgeon, was at that time
not fully understood. Dr. Dudley’s success
with it in these cases was striking, and from
its novelty, ar well as its efficacy, his practice
drew upon him general attention.

In 1817, three years after his return to Lex-
ington. the Board of Trustees of Transylvania
University determined to re-organize the med-
ical department of that institution, then the
leading college in the West. Dr. Dudley was
made professor of anatomy and surgery, and
two of his fellow students of 1805 were asso-
ciated with him, Dr. Drake in the chair of ma-
teria medica, and Dr. Richardson in that of
obstetrics. Dr. James Overton was elected

professor of theory and practice of medicine,
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and to the Rev. James Blythe, D. D., was as-
signed the chair of chemistry. A small class
of medieal students encouraged the enter-
prise, and at the close of the session one of
the number, W. L. Sutton, of Georgetown, af-
terward a distinguished physician of Ken-
tucky, was admitted to the doctorate. The he-
ginning was regarded as favorable, but before
the winter was over misunderstandings oe-
curred among the members of the faeulty,
aml the feuds resulted in its disruption.
Drake went back to Cineinnati to inaugurate
measures for establishing a medical school in
that rising eity, and Overton, disgusted with
medieal politics. removed to Nashville. Bit-
ier animosities, some sharp pamphleteering,
and a duel between Dr, Dudley and Dr. Rich-
ardson cnsued, in which the latter received a
pistol shot in the thigh. No attempt was
made that vear to carry on the department,
but the year following a new faculty was or-
ganized, with Dr. Dudley in his former chair,
and Dr. Richardson and Dr. Blythe again aa
two of his eclleagues. To these were added
Dr. Charles Caldwell and Dr. Samuel Brown,
the former in the institutes of medicine, the
latter in theory and practice, and both wide-
v known to the profession.

It should be remarked, as a fact creditable
to Dr. Dudlcy, that in the reconstruction of
thie Faculty he made no objections to serving
with a gentleman with whom a little while be-
fore he had had a hostile meeting ; and that a
few vears later he united with his colleagues
in an invitation to Dr. Drake to return to the
school, though that gentleman in a public
controversy with him had written much that
it was not easv to forgive. The fact shows
thal he was both magnanimous and wise. He
was able to rise superior to the prejudices
which personal bickerings engender, and gave
his voice for the men who had the greatest
titness for the places, regardless of their social
relations to him,

Dr. Dudley had in the faculty as now con-
stituted some eolleagues who were worthy of
him. Caldwell and Brown, gifted and learn-
ed, ripe in their powers, both of the most im-
posing presence and already known to fame.
were just the men to cooperate with him in his
enterprise. Caldwell especially had the qual-
ities of mind and temper to render the infant
school the mnst important services. To his
varied learning and uncommon eloquence he
added boldness and energy, and a devotion
which never waned or wavered. All his time,
all his gifts as a writer and a speaker, were
fully and enthusiastically devoted to the in-
stitution.

The Transylvania Medical School under
this organization grew apace. In the number
of its pupils, it hegan in a few years to vie
with the older schools on our Atlantic border.
The ability of its faculty could not be ques-

tioned. Its alumni showed themselves to be
equal in attainments and professional skill to
the graduates of the oldest instituuious. It
took rank in a little while with the schools of
Baltimore, New York and Philadelphia; and
the reputation of Dr. Dudley rose with it.
His admiring pupils bore to every part of the
country reports of his surgieal skill and of his
powers as a teacher. Unguestionably from
the beginning he was in their estimation the
foremost man in the faculty. Drake entered
it in the fifth year of the school, when its suc-
cess had become assured, and he brought to it
a brilliant reputation. But Dudley’s preem-
inence continued undisturbed. Students
doubtless there were not a few who would
have declared for other professors, who took
more interest in other lectures than his, but
the great body of the class he had always with
him. To him they always hurried, however
listlessly they may have repaired to other
teachers; and whatever other rooms were. de-
serted his amphitheater was always full.

Why, it is natural to ask, was this ascend-
ency? What was the source of that superior
influence which he so long exerted? It will
not be claimed, I think, by his most ardent
admirers that he was intellectually superior
to all his colleagues. Nay, he was the readi.
est himself to admit, as I myself know, that in
point of mental endowments several of his as-
sociates had the advantage of him. There
were with him in the faculty at all times men
who surpassed him in all the qualities that go
to form the popular lecturer. Caldwell was
far more brilliant and eloquent, besides being
a profound scholar. Brown was superior to
lim in voice and person, in versatility of
mind, and in depth and variety of learming.
Drake exceeded him in elocution, in earnest-
ness, in the extent of his attainments, and in
grasp of mind. He laid no claims indeed to
oratorical powers or to professional erudition.
ITe was not a logician, he was not brilliant,
and he had neither humor nor wit. And yet
in ability to cnchain the attention of students,
to iinpress them with the value of his instruet-
ion and his greatness as a teacher, he bore off
the palm from all the gifted men who at va-
rious periods tanght by his side. By common
consent he stood as an instructor among the
foremost of them facile princeps.

This was partly due undoubtedly to the de-
partment of medicine taught by him. There
is, as all medieal teachers well know, an in-
herent charm about surgery for mediecal stu-
dents, a dramatic interest in the cases of the
surgeon, an eclat about his operations which
is found in no other branch of art. Some-
thing is also to he set down to his holding two
professorships. This had its effect upon the
imagination of students. DBut all this is far
from aecounting for the superiority which he
maintained so long in the midst of such eom-



60 KENTUCKY MEDICAL JOURNAL.

petition. The true explanation of the fact
is to be found, I think, in the perfect devotion
of his life to one pursuit. Choosing this wise
lv with reference both to his own aptitudes
and its dignity, he eoncentrated upon it all
the powers of his mind and made himself a
master in it. All other studies he neglected.
To all pleasure that would draw him away
from it he turned a deaf ear. Cool, quick,
calin, decisive, with a sound judgment and a
steadvy hand, he had all the attributes of a
great surgeor, and he improved them by se-
vere application. In point of skill he rose te
an eminence which no one around him ap-
proached. Patients eame to him from afar

oracular, conveying the idea always that the
mind of the speaker was troubled with no
doubts. His deportment before his classes
wis such as further to enhance his standing.
Ile was always in the presence of his students
not the model teacher only, but the dignified
urbane gentleman; conciliating regard by his
gentleness, but repelling any approach to fa-
miliarity ; and never, for the sake of raising a
langh, or eliciting a little momentary ap-
planse, deseending to coarseness in expression
or ihought. That is, to his pupils he was al-
wavs and everywhere great.

The medieal school at Lexington, owing to
the influence of his great name more than to

“"FAIRLAWN", THE HOME OF DR. DUDLEY, NEAR LEXINGTON.

The outhullding marked with a cross Is the one in which he taught. gave demonstrations and made dissec-
tions. when the University Fuildings were not avallable. In renovating this building recently Dr. Barkley in-
forms me that four skeletons, evidently left over from cadavers, were found in a hasement, probably unused
since Dudley gave up teaching more than half & century ago.

heeanse it was  believed that he did what
others conld do better than any one else, and
that he did much no one else in reach eould
do. Stndents looked up to him as an opera-
tor who had ilistaneed competition, and a
teacher who gave them not what was in the
linoks, but much that the writers of books had
never understood. Like John Hunter, he
rather prided himself on his independence of
authorities. and this increased the admiration
of his pupils. Theyv listened to his words as
those of a master who drew econtinually upon
the stores of his own ample experience, and
not npon the teachings of others. They were
persnaded that there was muech they must
learn from his lips or learn not at all.

His manner as a lecturer was singularly
imposing and impressive. It was magisterial,

any other ecause, flourished for more than
twenty years, DBut he was painfully aware
that it was heset by difficulties which mus!
ultimately canse its decline. He often allud-
¢d mournfully to these eircumstances in con-
versation with his eolleagnes; and when the
effort was made, in 1837, to transfer the school
to Louisville, it was expeeted that he would
favor the measure. But he decided otherwise,
His attachment to Lexington. where he had
heen brought up and was surrounded by such
troops of friends, overbore all considerations
of poliey, and he remained with the school,
ou the spot where they had risen together.
Hisqlast course of lectures was delivered in
1549,

Tn some respeets Dr. Dudley, as a practi-
tiorer, was in advance of his age. He con-
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demned blood-letting, and used to say that a
man’s life was shortened a year for every
bleeding, (n this point he was up with those
of our day who are the most ultra. His use
of the trepine in epilepsy and his treatment
of fungus cerebri were original. The band-
age in his hands assumed an importance not
dreamed of in our eountry before his time.
His views on many surgical subjects were pe-
culiar, and he adopted novel methods in the
cure of other affections which have sinee been
sanctioned by general experience. But at his
practice in another and a large class of af-
feetions the physician of modern times stands
aghast. To ‘‘puke and purge, purge and
puke,’”” as he advised, day after day, for
weeks and months together, in tubercular dis-
eases, affections of the hip-joint, spine, ete.,
all the while restricting patients to a diet of
skimmed milk and stale bread, or a few half
pinis of water gruel, would he, as we regard
it, to conspire with the disease against the life
of the patient. And yet if Dr, Dudley was
not a successful practitioner he was greatly
deceived, and the puhblic was sadly deceived
with him. Unquestionably he had the reputa-
tion of suecess, and he was himself fully per-
suaded that he was making cures all his life,
by his energetic practice, of diseases which
are esteemed the most unmanageable.

Dr. Dudley’s reputation as a surgeon rests
chiefly upon his operations for stone in the
bladder, in which he succeeded better than
all other surgeons of the world, either of our
own or of former times. He performed lith-
otomy in the course of his life two hundred
and twenty-five times, and it was not until af-
ter about his hundredth case that he lost his
first patient as a result of the operation. This
success, it is believed, is unparalleled. He
never adopted lithotrity, but performed the
lateral operation, and to the last adhered to
the gorget fcr making the ineision into the
bladder, and preferred an instrument rather
under than aver size, regarding the danger
from contusion of the parts in extracting a
large calculus as less than thet of hemorrhage
from a free incision. He was an expert opera-
tor but rather cautious than bold, and con-
servative rather then adventurous; not inelin-
ing at all to operate in doubtful cases. His
confidence was great in the constitutional
treatment of patients about to be submitted
to the knife, and his remarkable success he al-
ways attributed more to the care with which
he prepared his subjects for operations than
to his superior skill in operating,.

It was not until Dr. Dudley had been many
vears a leading teacher that he hecame known
as a writer. It is doubtful in fact whether he
would ever have written at all but for the ap-
pearance of a journal of medicine under the
auspices of Transylvania University. He had
no taste for writing, and but little leisure for it.
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Tie Transylvamia Journal of Medicine was
issued on the lst of February, 1828, edited by
Protfessors Cooke and Short, and through
their influence Dr. Dudley was induced to
prepare a paper on injuries of the head. This
remarkable paper forms the first article in the
tirst number of ihat journal. Seldom has’an
article appeared in modern times setting forth
more original views. By a pumber of cases he
showed that epilepsy is frequently caused by
pressure on the brain, resulting from frae.
turces of the eranium, and is eurable by tre-
phining. Five epileptics were operated upon,
and three out of the tive were relieved, and the
other two were much benefited by the opera-
tion. Spicula of bone in some instances were
found growing from the seat of the fracture
and penetrating far into the brain. The sense
of relief expcrienced by some of the patients
was immediate and in some of them there was
no recurrence of the convulsions after the
bone was removed. Dr. Dudley always and
Justly referred to his operation of trephining
for cpilepsy as constituting a new era in
surgery.

But another lesson of the greatest value was
communicated in this paper, in illustration
of which other striking cases are reported.
They relate to the treatment of fungus
cerefiri. In one of his cases a brick-mason had
his head extensively fractured by a piece ot
falling timber. The depression was so great
that the surgeon thought he might have
buried his forearm in the ecranium. At the
conclusion of the third week a fungus of
frightful magnitude was detected growing up
from the brain. For this formidable growth
Dr. Dudley adopted graduated pressure.
Dry sponge was placed on the fungus, and
bound as close as the feelings of the patient
would permit. By imbibing moisture the
sponge exerted a gradually increased press-
ure, On removing the dressings he had satis-
faciory evidence of the efficacy of the remedy,
but it was discovered that the fungus had shot
branches into the sponge. To prevent this
subsequently a piece of thin muslin was inter-
posed, and the patient recovered fully. And,
what was remarkable, he showed on recovery
a deeided increase of intelleet, which continu-
ed, however, for only a few years. In the end
he beeame epileptic, and thirteen years after
receiving the injury was nearly fatuous. Dr.
Dudlew, in connection with this case, remarks
that he had eured furgus cerebri by the use of
dry sponge in five days.

His second paper appeared in the following
number of the same journal. The subject is
hydrocele, in which he proposed a new opera-
tion: a free inecision into the tunica vaginalis,
the introduction of a tent, and execision of
the preternatural sae, if one is found to exist.
In the fourth number he commenced an elab-
orate article on the bandage, which is continu-
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ed throngh three suecessive numbers. In the
fifth volume he reports another case of ep1-
lepsy sueceessfully treated by the trephine.
His next paper appeared in the ninth volume,
and treats of fractures, in the management of
which he shows the great utility of the band-
age. His last paper was on the nature and
treatment of caleulous diseases, and was pub-
lished in the same volume of that journal. It
ig rich in details most interesting to the sur-
geon. In his first case he found it necessary
to apply a lizature to the transverse perineal

was executed before anyone else present had
remarked the difficulty.

This is the sum of Dr. Dudley’s contribu-
tions to medical literature. He meditated
other papers, hut never found time to prepare
them. It was onece said of him by a colleague,
who greatly admired him both as a surgeon
and as a teacher, that ‘‘his Hippocrene soon
ran drv.”” From the turn of his mind and the
nature of his studies this was necessarily so.
1ir wrote only on subjects purely practical:
aud where his experience ceased, there he stop-

;_.

THE DUDLEY GRAVES.

artery, on ac~ount of its unusual size, Of one
hundred and forty-five patients who, up to the
time at which he wrote, had applied to him. he
operated upon all but ten. In one case, when
liis patient was on the table before his class
ani some of his eolleagues, he discovered that
his accustomed operation was impracticable
from deformity of the pelvis, and while his as-
sistrnts were taking their positions resolved to
make the external incision transverse, which

ped. But if the stream which flowed from his
pen was not an ahounding river, it was a Vau-
¢lusa fountain which has arrested the attention
of surgeons evervwhere, and by the banks of
which students of surgery still love to linger.

Dr. Dudley was married on the 9th of June,
1821, to Miss Anna Marie Short, daughter of
Major Peyton Short, and sister of the late
IProf, Charles W. Short. This estimable lady
died young, leaving him two sons and a
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daughter: the present Dr. Wilking Dudley,
W. A. Dudley. Esq., and Mrs. Anna Tilford.
He never married a second time. In the sum-
mer of 1848 he removed to Fairlawn, his
beautiful country residence near Lexington,
and gradually withdrew from the practice of
his profession. He delivered his last lecture
in Februaryv, 1850, and the last entry on his
books hears date April 28, 1853. He was con-
sulted often afterward by his professional
brethren. but from that time forward he never
treated any patient of his own. His death
took place on Thursday, the 20th day of Janu-
ary, 1870, in the eighty-fifth year of his age.

The life of this distinguished and useful
man was extended far beyond the term allot-
ted to those who commenced life with him and
were his closest friends. Of the surgeons wha
competed with him in early manhood, and of
all those who were associated with him as
teachers in the earlier organizations to which
he bhelonged. not one now remains. He was
permitted to linger on amid the scenes which
had witnessed his triumphs for eighteen yvears
after the last one of those who had officiated
with him in the first medical faculty of which
he was a member had passed away, and for a
quarter of a century after most of his old as
sociates were gone. His beneficient life had
snrrounded him by hosts of friends. In his
prime he had wisely provided for an old age
of infirmity, and his declining years were
snlared hy all the eamforts that wealth and af
fection ean supply.

DR, DANIEL DRAKE,
By Hexey A. CorTELL, A M. MDD, Louisville

One of the foremost among the worthies
sketched in these biographies is Dr. Daniel
Drake, scholar, orator, writer, politician, and
promoter; a genius in the initiative, a master
in the exeentive, and ‘‘a problem in physiecal
and mental dvnamies '’ Dr. Samuel D. Gross
who knew him well as friend and colleague
thus pictures him: ‘‘No one could approach
him or he in his presence without feeling that
he wasg in eontast with a man of superior in-
telleet and sequirments. His features, re.
markably regular, were indicative of manly
heautv, and were lighted up by blue eves of
vonderfnl nower and penetration. His fore-
head was hizh. well fashioned, and stronely
denotive of intellect, The nose was promin-
ent. hnt not too large. His voice was remark-
ablv clear and distinet.

“iThe life of Dr. Tirake was eminently
eventful. No man that onr profession has yet
produced has led 3o diversified a career. He
was. probahly. connerted with more medieal
schoolg than anv individual that ever lived.
Tt is rare that physicians inferest themselves
in so many public and professional enter-

_which so pre-eminently  distingnished

prisvs as he did. His mind was of unlimited
application. His own profession, which he
served so well and so faithfully, was incap-
able of restraining it; every now and then it
overlapped these boundaries, and wandered
off into other spheres. His career, in this re-
spect, affords a remarkable contrast with that
of medical men generally, whose pursuits
furnish few incidents of public interest or im.
portance, His mission to his profession and
to his age was a bright and happy one., No
American physician has performed his part
bettor, or left a richer savor along his life-
track.

““But his life was not only eventful; it was
also eminently laborious. No medical man ever
worked harder, or more diligently and faith-
fully ; his industry was untiring, his persever-
ance unceasing. It was to this element of his
character, blended with the intensity we have
described, that he was indebted for the suceess
him
froin his professional contemporaries. He had
genius, it is true. and zenius of a high order,
but without industry and perseverence it
wonld have availed him little in the aceomp-
lishment of the great aims and objects of his
life. He scemed to he earlv impressed with
the truth of the remark of Seneca: ‘Non est
ad astra wmollis a terris via.’ He felt that he
did not belone {o that fortunate class of be-
inzs whose preuliar privilege it is to perform
great enterprises without labor, and to
achieve great ends without means. His hab-
its of industry, formed in early bovhood, be-
fore. perhaps. he ever dreamed of the destinv
that was awaitine him, forsook him only with
his cxistence. The great defeet in his charae.
fer was restlessness erowing apparently, out
of his ardent and impulsive temperatment,
which never permitted him to pursue anv sub-
jeet very long without beeaming tived of it. or
panting for chanee. His mind required di-
versity of food. Henee. while enzaged in the
eomnosition of his ereat work. he eould net
resiat the frequent temptations that presented
themselves to divert him from his labors. His
delicht was to appear hefore the public, to de-
liver a temperance address, to preside at a
puliliec merting. or to make a speech on the
snhjeet of internal imnrovement. or the Bible
or missionary eanse. For a similiar reason he
stepped ont of his wav to write his letters on
slaverv, and his disconrses hefore the Cinein-
nati Medieal Tibrary Assoeciation. No man in
onr land eonld have done these things hetter,
fewr, indeed, en well: hut, nseful as thev are.
it is to he regretted that he undertook them
heranse thev aeennied mueh of his time that
mieht, and, in th~ »opinion of his friends.
oneht to have heen Adevated to the eomposi-
tinn and eomplatinn af hig ereat waork, the nl.
timate aim and anjeet of his amhition. Like
Adam Clarke, he seemed to think that a man
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could not have too many irons in the fire, and
consequence was that he generally had the
tongs, shovel, and poker all in at the same
time.

‘‘It was the same restless feeling that caus-
ed his frequent resignations from medieal in-
stitntions. Flad his disposition been more
ealm and patient, he would have been satis
fied to identifv himself with one medical
school, and to lahor zealously for its perman-
ency and renown. In moving about so fre-
¢uently, he induced people to bhelieve that he
was a quarrelsome man, who eosuld not agree
with his colleagnes, and whose ruling passion
was to he a kind of autocrat in every medical

Prineipal Diseases of the Interior Valley of
North Ameriea,”” a work which, eomprehens-
ive in scope, philosophie in spirit, and abound-
ing in graphic pictures of disease, will remain
a storehouse of knowledge and a monument
to the riginality of its gifted and versatile
auuthor. He =aid tn the speaker when he was
abeut to enter on the practice of his profes-
sion: ‘I have never seen a great and perman-
ent practice the foundations of which were
not laid in the hearts of the poor. Therefore,
culiivate the poor. If vou need another
though a sordid reason, the poor of to-day are
the rich of to-morrow in this country. The

DOCTOR DANIEL DRAKE
1785--1852

faculty with which he was connected. But,
while his own eonduct gave color to such an
idea, nothing could have been more untrue.’*

Dr. D. W. Yandell, who sat at his feet in
student days, speaks of him thus: ‘‘As a lee-
turer Dr. Drake had few equals. He was
never dall. His was an alert and masculine
mind, His words were full of vitalitv. His
manner was carnest and impressive. His elo-
quence was fervid. While connected with the
University he composed his work upon *‘The

poor will be the mest grateful of all your pa-
tients. I.end an ear to all their calls’.”

Dr. Drake was the son of Isaae Drake and
Elizaheth Shotwell, and was born in Essex
County, New Jersey, Oectober 30th, 1785.
When Daniel was two and one-half years old
his father moved his family to Mayslick, Ma.
son County. Kentucky. Here a log cabin was
built after the manner of pioneers. In this
rde hut and another of similar architecture
on the Lexington road. the boy lived until he
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was 15 years of age, when he went to Cincin.
nati, then helding only a thousand souls, and
hegan the stndyv of medicine under Dr. Will-
iam Goforth. Here he read Quincy’s Dispen.
satory, and ground quick-silver for mercurial
ointment. Years afterward he facetiously
said that ““the latter was much the easier task
of the two.”” After studying and working for
a term of five years, he was given an autograph
diploma by his preceptor. As there was in
that day no medieal school West of the Alle-
ghanies, and »s Ohio was not then a state, this
act was doubtless legal and authoritative. On

this diploma he practiced for eleven years -

when, at a Commencement held for the pur-
pose, by the University of Pennsylvania,
Drake was honored by having the Doctorate
degree of that school conferred upon him. Of
this action, Dr. Joseph Ranshoff says, *‘ It was
a function thereunto without precedent, and
to my knowledge never repeated, but the ex.
cellence of his thesis, together with the con-
trirutions he had already made to science,
justified the faculty in this signal distine-
tion."”” What a compliment to & young back-
woodsman of 31 years.

His first visit to Philadelphia was in 1805.
He spent the year 1806 in Kentucky. In 1807,
at the age of twenty-two, he married Harriet
Sisson, age twentv years, of New Haven. Con-
necticut, with whom he lived happily till her
death a quarter of a century later. Of this,
years after. he wrote: ‘“We began the world
in love, and hope and poverty.”’ His children
numbered five. and his domestic life, save in
the death of two infants, was unclouded.
From the hiograpnhical sketch published by his
son, Chas. D. Drake, in 1860, we quote the
following beautiful tribute to his wife. Tt 18
not only a testimonial to his domestic felicity;
hot will give the reader a fine example of
Drake’s literarv force and style.

““We lived together, not merely at home,
and in the houses and societv of our friends,
but frequently, as far as possible, in econjune-
tion. all places of rational curiosity, of im-
provement, and of innocent and attractive
amusement. On sach occasions, her observa-
tions were always just, instructive, and piq-
nant. I relied upon her taste and judgment;
T adopted her approval : I submitted mv own
impressions to her decision; I was g:_‘atlﬁed in
proportion as she approved and enjoyed. A
more devoted mother never lived. The love of
her offspring was at once a passion and a prin-
ciple. After her husband, all her solicitude,
her ambition, and her vanity were for her
children. She loved them tenderly, she‘lnveﬂ
them practically, but she loved them without
diseretion, and was jealous of whatever could
impair their qualities, manners, or ph;rsmal
constitution. Her tenderness was without
folly, her care without sickliness. Her af.

PIONEERS

OF KENTUCKY, 65

fection begat vigilance, and modified the in-
dulgence which maternal love too often sanc.
tions, to the ruin of its object. She loved her
children, but she also respected virtue, intel-
ligenee, modesty, industry,*accomplishments
and honest distinction. She loved them as
candidates for execllence. Hence her affect-
ions were chastened with severity, and the
greater her attachment the more intense her
desire to reserve the subject of it from folly,
vulgarity, and vice. Her care rose with her
love, and her corrections multiplied with her
admiration.”’

In 1817 he was ealled to the chair of Materia
Mediea in Transvlvania- University, Lexineg-
ton, Kentucky. He tanght for one session only
here: then went to Cincinnati where he made
plans for a literary and scientific college, a
medical school and a hospital, and obtained
from the Legislature. a charter for each of
these institutions. Thus was established be-
side the first- named, the Medical College of
Ohio, and the Commercial Hospital, in which
Drake took the initiative. The College has
been for more than 90 vears one of the great
medical schonlg of the West, while the hospital
was destined to become one of the first marine
hospitals of the United States. In 1823 he
returned to Transvlvania and resumed his
work as professor of Materia Medica, being
later transferred to the chair of practice,
which he held till 1827. Jefferson Medieal
College Philadelnhia, called him to the chair
of Practice in 1830. Spending one vear only
in Philadelphia. he returned to Cincinnati
and fonnded a Medical Department to Miami
1Tniversity, which, before the opening of the
first session, united with the Medical College
of Ohio. Being dissatisfied with the subor-
dinate position there given him. he retired to
private life. His restless ambition could not
lonz brook the ohsecuritv of retirement, and
we find him in 1835 establishing the Medica!
Department of the Cincinnati College. As-
suming the deanship he called to his aid an
ahle facultv. of which the great Sammel D.
(3roes, destined to heenme his life long friend.
became A member. This school was short
lived. and Drake. taking Gross with him went
to Louisville. the former heine assigned to the
chair of Clinical Medicine and Patholorical
Anatomy. and the latter to the chair of Sur.
gerv, in the T'niversity of Louisville. In 1844,
he was transferred to the chair of Practice of
Medieine which he held till 1849, when he :e-
sined and returned to Cincinnati: havine
heen reappointed to the chair of Practice in
the Medical College of Ohio. In 1850. in con-
sequence of a college broil. he resigned his pro-
fessorship. He wes reealled to Louisville, and
resnmed the ~hair of Practice in the Univers
itv. in the vear 1851-52. The Medical Colleze
of Ohio being reorganized, Drake went back
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to Cinecinnati to occupy the chair he had va-
eatrd two years before. But the hand of
death was upon him, and after seeing the
opening of the session he paid the mortal debt
or. November 5th, 1852. He was literally
worn out by prodigious labor; says Prof. Ran-
sohoff: ““It would be beyond reason on an ac-
casion like this to touch upon every activity of
so versatile a man as Drake, and one can only
touch upon the chief of the many radiating
ways travelled by the influence of this master
mind. And of them, next to that of his writ-
ten work, was that of the lecture room. Drake
loved to teach, and becanse he loved it, did it
well. During thirty-five years, he held nine
professorships, in five different schools. A
restlessness innate in his make-up and an ha-
hitual discontent with his professional env-
ironment made him an itinerant in medicine,
The Ilongest continuous professorship, ten
vears, he held at Lounisville.””

Besides this he was constantly promoting
secular and eivil schemes, establishing non-
medical institutions for the upbuilding of his
chosen city. Cincinnati owing more to him
than to any dozen others of her pioneers, pro-
jecting schemes for a great railroad, the Cin-
cinnati Sounthern, promoting and establishing
philanthropiz and religious institntions, edit-
ing journals, scientific and medical, and writ-
ing a library of books dealing with every
phase of thonght and enterprise, besides lee-
tures, pamphlets. maps and brdthures. His
one great work, the huge volume on ‘‘The
Prineipal Diseases of the Interior Valley of
North America,’”’ rivals Gibbon’s Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire, in the schol-
arship, study, and research demanded of its
aathor, to say nothing of the mechanical la-
hor of writing it down. Such a record spells
genins, and enough of his work lives after
him to secure immortality to his name. He
had his faults. doubtless. but he was without
a viee. chaste, virtuous and elean in body, soul
and mind. A character 80 noble outshines the
luster of his genins and will stand forever the
highest testimonial to culture, and to the
glory of medicine,

JOHN ESTIN COOKE.
By Hexry A. CorreLy, M. D., Louisville.

““The heloved physician.”” waa the decora-
tion worn by St. Luke in the Apostolic Col-
lege. and countless thousands of doctors since
his day have won the title through devotion to
the well heing of their fellows, in the tender
ministrations of their calling, and worn it
gracefully, and modestly. But among the em-
inent teachers of Transylvania and the Uni-
versity of Louisville there waa none to whom
the decoration conld he more appropriately
applied than John Estin Cooke. Of him Dr.

Lunsford P. Yandell, Sr., wrote, ‘*‘Dr. Coocke
was one of the few men who might have been
safely trusted to write his autobiography. He
would have reviewed his carer with a truth-

- fulness, a modesty, a candor that would have

exalted his character in the eves of men. His
works will be read bv the curious for a long
time to come, and will alwayvs be read with
advantage by the earnest student.’’

John Estin Cnoke, son of Stephen Cooke, a
Virginia physician who had served as surgeon
in the war of the Revolution, was born in
Boston, Mass,, March 2, 1783. His parents
were on a visit to that town at that time. He
studied medicine with his father, and aequir-
ed the doctorate at the University of Pennsyl.-
vania in 1805. He began practice in Warren.
ton, Fauquier County, Virginia, and after a
sojonrn in that place of about six years moved
to Winchester, While in this place, his ambi-
tion showed itself in an effort, with a Dr. Me-
Guire, to organize a medical school. In 1827
he was called to the chair of theory and prae-
tice of medicine in Transylvania University,
sncceeding Dr. Daniel Drake, who strongly
opposed his doetrines. He wrote an article on
Autumnal Fever, published in the Medical
Record in 1824, This sttracted public atten-
tion, and led to his call to Transvlvania.
‘‘Treatise of Pathology and Therapeutics,’’
published in two octavo volumes of 540 pages
each, was the first systematic work issued by a
professor of Transyvlvania. A third volume
was promised. Tt never appeared; but essays
subsequently Fuhlished amounted practically
to another volume. Tn the first vear of his
professorship he was made co-editor, with
Chas. Wilkins Short, of the Transylvania Jour-
nal of Medicine and the Allied Sciences, a
jonrnal issued by ‘he medieal faculty of
Transylvania Tniversity. Through this
medinm, Cocke and Charles ("aldwell were the
advocates and defenders of the false doctrines
and theories then in vogue, and inventing not
a few others, which powerfully influenced
medical thought not only throughout the
Sonthwest, but almost the ecivilized world
over.

In 1837 Cooke was ealled to Louisville and
was given the chair of Theorv and Practice of
Medicine in the Medical Institute there ont of
which eame the University of Lonmisville.
(Cooke was by this art one of the fonnders of
that great sachool. The theory which made
him famous was elahorated dwring his long
rides as a conntry doetor in Virginia. 1t is
thus suecinetly stated by his colleagnes of old
Transvivania. Tir. Robort Peter, ‘““His fame
was mainly huilt on his celebrated theory of
the-universal origin of rlisease. which was,
that disease was caused hy cold or malaria.
That esnecially it ecommenced in weakened
netion of the heart. resulting in coneestion of
the vena cava, its branches and capillary dis-
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tribution, and that fever was but the reaction
of the vital foree to overcome this condition,
which unrelieved would result in death. Ac-
cording to him, all autumnal and malarial fe-
vers were but variations of one diseased condi-
tion; and even those fearful scourges the
plague, cholera, yellow fever, dysentery. ete.,
were simply varied forms and conditions of
congestion of the vena cava.”’

To destroy this many-headed hydra. whil:
he would use enld wuter to reduce too great
febhrile excitement and even sometimes give
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repeated pro re wala; actually giving one
pound in one day to a young patient, without
fatal result.”” 0O femnoral O mores! '
Two survivals of Cooke’s theory and prac-
tice are in the wmind of the writer: when he
was a student in the University of Louisville
Dr. Lunsford P. Yandell, Jr, (1870-7T1.72)
then professor of Materia Medica, Therapeut-
ies, and Dermatology, evolved a theory of the
malarial origin of all diseases except svphilis
and tuberculosis. e excused the vena eava
and brought into play more eorrectly and sei-

DOCTOR JOHN ESTEN COOKE
1783--1853

antimonial wine, his main reliance was on
blood-letting and cholagogue purgatives; as
he believed it was by increasing the secretion
of the liver and causing it to pour out con-
stant ‘‘black bile’’ that the venous congestion
was to be relieved and the patient cured.
Among al! these remedies ealomel was his
clief reliance. and was given by him in doses
not measured hy the balance but by the effect
they produced; so that in the latter days of
his practice, notably during the epidemic ot
cholera in Lexington in 1833, he absolutely re-
sorted to tablespnonful doses of thir mercurial.

entifically the portal eirculation, and, work-
ing out the pathological features of the theory
to his own salisfaction, preseribed quinine for
every disease, except tuberculosis and syphi-
lis, that he was called upon to treat. The
writer recalls a case of acute diffused acne,
involving almost the entire cutaneous surface
of the patient’s body. Yandell looked the pa.
tient over carefnlly and said: ‘*this looks like
syphilitic aecne, but T FPelieve it is malarial.
give her quinine in ten grain doses three times
u day.”” I complied. and had the pleasure o*



G KENTUCKY MEDICAL JOURNAL.

seeing the patient cured in less than two
weeks’ time.

The instance of the survival of Cooke’s
practice, was exhibited by a young doctor who
sonme- fifteen vears ago, came to Louisville
from the heart of the Blue Grass, and was the
conservater of Transylvania tradition so far
that he horrificd his medical friends and fel-
lows of our local medical societies by advo-
cating teaspoonful doses of calomel in the
treatment of bilious and other fevers.

But the glorr and fame of Cooke is a
strangely negative one. Of this Dr. David W.
Yandell in his Semi-Centennial Doctorate ad-
dress at the University of Louisville, tells the
story. ‘‘Dr. Cooke, reading from his desk in
Louisville, saw in hile, yellow bile, and black
bile, the hands on the dial.plate of disease
which pointed unerringly to the one and only
treatment. The three biles constituted his
medical triniiy, and appealing to this he com-
preased his means of cure into one dyug, and
that,drug was calomel. This he gave in huge
doses, by day and by night, in seasoy and out
of season, first, last, and all the time.'’

But a pathology so narrow could not long
survive, and a practice which trusted the aw-
ful issnes of life and death to a single agent
failed to satisfv the growing intelligence of
the people. Physicians at large assailed the
pathologv. The public rejected the practice.
And, as extremes do so often meet, there grew
up with this such strong opposition, that, out
of it came a sect which condemned as poisons
all medicines derived from the mineral world,
and found in the vegetable kingdom alone
their remedial agents. This sect called itsell
Erlectic. Tt was founded by Samiel Thomp.
son, a man of much mother-wit, great shrewd.
ness, and but little knowledge, and for a time
it held large sway throughout the country.
The sovereign metal of Dr. Cooke was driven
from the field by steam, lobelia and number
six. But if it were permitted this ingenous,
original man, to look down upon the practice
of to-day, he would have the satisfaction of
seeing the reme:dy on which he rested all his
hopes eome ont hravely from the eclipse which
temnorarily obseiired it. His pathology, es-
sentiallv had. naturally perished. The rem.
edy he advoeated. essentially good, as natur.
ally survived and, under wiser restrictions, »
tzome  eorreel  pathology, and enlightened
interpretation of its action, is at present in
more general use than at any previous time in
the history of the world. Eeleeticism, too, has
perished - another proof that ‘“‘what is useful
will last, what is useless will sink."’

In testimomy of the above who has not heard
and is not to-day hearing people talk of
(‘noke’y pills? The formula of that famous
ereation is for each pill. calomel gr. 1-2, aloes
an:l rhnbarb aa gr. j. soap gr. 1-2. What a
letting down from the dosage prescribed by

the master in his prime. To reach anything
like Cooke’s original dosage of calomel.
through these pills. the patient would be com.
pelled to take not less than a peck of them.

The winning features of Cooke'’s character
were, earnestness, sincerity, devotion, love,
charity, and piety.

Collins, the historian, tells this story illus-
trating the depth of his convictions. ‘‘One
Sunday morning, waiting on some of his fam-
ily to get ready for church, the Methodist
church, of which he and they were members,
he picked up a discourse by the Reverend Doe-
tor Chapman, then an Episcopal clergyman
of Lexington. The argument for the Old
Chnreh of England attracted his -attention.
He perused and stndied it fully, sent for all
the available authorities on the subject; stud-
ied them with such effect that at once he
changed his communion to the Episcopal
Church and was ever after a rigid and zealous
pillar to that church, and an industrious stu-
dent of the writings of the theological
fathers.”” The dogma that drove him into
this church was the apostolic succession.

Cooke was not a pleasing speaker. Accord-
ing to the elder Yandell, he lacked dramatic
talent and thought: alwavs earnest, and en.
thusiastie at times, he had no tarm for wit or
ridizule. He was near-sighted, wore glasses,
and delivered his lectures with a feeble voice,
lahored artienlation, and awkward gestures.
His doetrine though erroneous was easy to un-
derstand, sparing the student time, and the
trouble of stndying the many pathalogical
and therapeutic features not involved in it
Moreover, it was promulgated with such logic,
earnestness and sincerity that it was readily
accepted. helieved. and practiced by the ma-
jority of them. As a statement of his doc-
trine, and a sample of his diction, style, and
logie I gquote the following from his Essay No,
1 on Autumnal Epidemics. ‘‘We have abund-
ant reason to believe that these wasting pesti-
lenees are the effects of a dense gas, the pro-
duet of the decomposition of vegetable matter.
The agent in question, commonly distinguish-
ed by the name of miasmata, causes the blood
of those who are exposed to its influence to be
of a darker colour than common. Goodwin’s
experiments on the connexion of life with res-
piration show, that when the blood is dark-
colonred, it does not stimulate the heart to as
vigornus action as when it is of the usual col-
our:; and therefore that under the influence of
this dark-coloured blood, the action of the
heart is weakenrd. Weakened action of the
heart is actuslly ohserved always to occur in
the commencement of autumnal diseases.
This state of the heart necessarily. and inevit.
ably produers accumulation of hlood in the
vena eava and its great branches [Internal
congestion or accumulation is also observed
actually to occur in these digeases.. Accumula.
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tion of blood in the vena cava cannot exist
witlhout extending into the large veins of the
head, the liver, the stomach and bowels, and
the kidneys: and consequently affecting all
these parts. [niversal experience shows that
they are all affected in the diseases in question.
From aceumulation of blood in the interior
and its cons:quent absence from the exterior,
mnst also result paleness, shrinking and
diminution of the temperature of the external
surface; while the sudden presentation of an
increased aetion, if it be capable of it at the
time. These effects are also observed to occur
il connection with the others, above stated, in
the diseases produced by the agent in ques-
tion. It appears therefore that this ageni,
minsmata, by rendering the blood dark-col-
oured, weakens the action of the heart; the
vongequence of which are weakness of the
pulse, diminution of the bulk of the external
paris of the body, shrinking of the features
aml of the skin, paleness and coldness of the
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surface; together with accumulation of blood

in the vena cava and its branches whence
arises pain in the head, comatose affections,
vouvnlsions, delirium, disordered secretion of
the liver, nausea and vomiting, want of appe-
tite, disordercd bowels and kidneys, the con-
vulsive agitation of ague, and increased action
of the heart, which produces increased colour,
temperature, and bulk of the external parts.
These symptoms. with some others arising
from the same cause, constitute the paroxysm,
viz.: the cold and the hot stages of a fever:
they are mrorcover the leading features, pres-
ent in all autumnal diseases.”’

Such reasoning is strong, simple, and was -

convineing in his day, the only fault being
that it was not true. It prevailed for nearly a

half a century, hut a reaction had long been’

brewing, and the opposition to his doctrine be-
came formidable. In fact, his influence had
so visibly deelined from the day he entered
Louisville, “‘that in 1843 he was, on petition
of his students, »etired on a three years pen-
sion of two thousand dollars per annum.’’
During the ten vears following his downfall
he lived in seclusion upon a small farm east ot
Louisville, where. according to Dr. L. P. Yan-
dell, Sr., he died a martyr to his own theory
and practice, Sayvs Dr. Yandell: ‘‘his praec.
tice on himself was of the same heroic charac-
ter that he pursucd with his patients. He
Lled himself at once copiously, and repeated
the operation again and again as symptoms
appeared to him to demand it, at the same
time keeping up purgation with calomel. Ex-
pos~d as he was on his farm, these attacks hes
came frequent, and his eonstitution, naturally
enfeehled hy increasing vears, at length gave
way under them.”” Thus closed the career of
a great, and influential physician, and a gen-
{le, nohle and sincere soul.

In these days full etiological light, scien-

.téachings as & professor with interest and
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tifically exact surgery, and medicine rapidly
approaching that goal, the voung physician is
prone to undervalue, if he does not despise,
the work of the ante-hacteriological masters in
medieine. But it must not be forgotten that
they blazed their way through a primeval for.
est. and out of dense darkness brought mueh
truth to lizht. WExact science was not theirs,
and their only line of procedure was through
logie, philosophy and metaphysies. All honor
to them. they did all that the knowledge ot
their time permitted them to do. They were
students, scholars, thinkers, and logicians.
Not a few of them were graceful, facile and
polished writers, and it is to be deeply regret-
ted that their talents were not devoted to liv-
ing themes, instead of topics which made them
the unintentional products of an ohsolete lit-
erature, voluminous and vast.

PROFESSOR WILLIAM HALL
ARDSON.

By Romerr PETER, A. M., M. D., Lexington.

Taught in the Medical Department of Tran.
sylvania until the time of his death in 1844,
and was highly respected hy his pupis as a
practical teacher in his especial chair, not.
withstanding the fact that he had not had the
advantage of a college education, He was a
man of great. energy and of many admirable
traits of character. His pupil, the late Dr
Lewis Rogers, in his address as President of
the Kentuckv State Medical Society in 1873
thus spoke of his old preceptor and friend:

“*Few men ever had nobler traits of char-
acter. He was warm-hearted, brave, and a
gincere friend. I knew him from my earliest
hovhood, and have passed away many happy
and instructive hours at his magnificent home
in Tavette County. His hospitality was pro
fuse and elegant. T listened to his public
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care, hecanse I knew he taught the truth as
far as he possessed it. He was not scholarty
or graceful and fluent as a lecturer. hut he
was ardent and impressive, sufficiently learn.
ed in his special branch, and had at his com-
mand a large stock of ripe experience. 1
honor his memory hevond most men I have
known.”

In 1819, a new and brilliant era for the
TUniversity, and for the Medical Department
of Transylvania. was inangurated by the ap-
pointment of Reverend Horance Hollev, Ll
.. to the Presidency of the University, Doc-
tor Samuel Brown was reealled to the chair of
the Theary and Practice of Medieine, which
he retained until 1825, Doctor Charles Cald-
well was induced to remove from Phila-
delphia, where he had an official connection
with the University of Pennsylvania, and ac-
cept the chair of the Institutes of Medici:z
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and Materia Mediea here, thus completing the
organization with the existing professors,
Benjamin W, Dudley, and William H. Rich-
ardson, and the eleetion of Reverend James
Blythe to the chair of Chemistry. The cele-
hrated naturalist and author of the first “‘ His.
tery of Kentucky.”” (. 8. Rafinesque, was also
seleeted to lecture on Botanv  and Natural
History in this and the following year.

MEDICAL JOURNAL.

One of his greatest pleasures was in his ex-
tensive herbarinm with the native plants of
Kentneky eollected by himself, as well as those
fro:n other regions obtained by the exchange
of specimens with the various botanists of the
world, with whom he eorresponded individual-
Iy and extensively. He, in conjunction with
Professors H. H. Eaton, H. A. Griswold, and
Rohert Peter, contributed to the Transylvania

DOCIOR WILLIAM H. RICHARDSON
Died In 1844

DOCTOR CHARLES WILKINS SHORT.
Bv Ronerr Perer. A. M., M. D., Lexington.

Dy, Charles Wilkins Short was horn at
“peenficlds.”” Woodford County, Kentuekv,
October 6, 1794, He connected himself with
the Medieal Department of Transylvania Uni-
versity in 1825, He had been ecalled hy the
Trustees in a previous year to the chair of Ma.
teria Mediea and Medieal Botany, hut did not
at onee accept,

Iy, Short was a mnost upright, conscientions,
mndlest, undemonstrative gent'einan of great
delieaey of feeling, He was a most zealous
und industrious hotanist, and was possessed
of artistie tastes and ability.

Jowrnal of Medicine several papers on the
plants of Kentucky, and wrote for that peri-
odical several papers on this subject and on
medical topies, as well as numerous obituary
notices of medical men. He was not the au.
thor of any large treatise.

In 1845, he wrote ‘‘Ohservations of the
HBotany of Tllineis.”” published in the Westfern
Jawrnal of Medicine and Surgery.

In the early volumes of the Transylvania
Janrnal also appeared his notices of two re-
imarkable cases which oceurred in Lexington.
One. of supposed spontaneous combustion of
the human body, and the other of paralysis ot
the kidneys.

At his death his vast collection of botanical
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specimens, in the formation of which he took
sueh delight, and to which he had devoted so
great a portion of his life, was bequeathed to
the Smithsonian Institute at Washington, hut
there was no appropriate place there in which
to display so large a collection, and it is now
in possession of the Aeademy of Natural Sei-
ences at Philadelphia. During his life no less
than five of the distinguished botanists of the
sge honored his name by attaching it to six
new genera and species of plants,

His lectures to the medical students on Ma-
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Doctor Short severed his conneetion with
the Transyvlvania Medical School in 1838 to he
allied with Dactors Caldwell, (‘ooke, and Yan.
dell in the Medical Institute of Louisville, in
which he remained until 1849, when his col-
leagues eleeted him  FEmeritus  Professor of
Materia Medica and Botany. He died at his
heautiful eountry residence, ** Hayfield,”” near
Louisville. on Mareh 7, 1863, aged sixty-nine
VOHPS,

Doctor Short’s father was Peyton Short,
who came to Kentueky from Surry County,

DOCTOR CHARLES WILKINS SHORT
1T4--1843

teria Medica and Medical Botany he alwavs
read from his manuseript, which detracted
somewhat from his impressiveness. He was
too modest to trust himself to oral discourses.
Yet his pupils were always closely attentive
and respectful, holding him and his teachinga
in high esteem.

He was Dean of the Medieal Faculty of
Transylvania for ahout ten years.

For some vears he was co-editor of the
Transylvanig dowrnal of Medirine with Doe.
tor Cooke. This quarterly they founded in
Lexington in 1828,

Virginia. and whose mother was Elizabeth,
daughter of Sir William Skipwith, Baronet.
IHis mother was JAary, daughter of John
Cleves Symmes, formerly of Long Island, who
filled various offices of honor and trust in Cin-
cinnati, His sister was the wife of Doctor
Benjamin Winslow Dudley. His hrother was
the late Judge John Cleves Short, of North
Bend, Ohio. He married Mary Henry
Churchill. Of his six children, one son and
five daughters. all were prosperous in life.
The early edueation of Doctor Short was in
the sehool of the celebrated Joshua Fry, and.
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in 15100, he graduated with honor in the
Academical Departinent of Transylvania Uni.
versity, begierning soon afterward the stndy
of medicine with his unele, Professor Fred-
erick Ridgelv. He repaired to Philadelphia
in 1813 and heeame a private pupil of Doctor
Casper Wistar, Professor of Anatomy in the
University of Pennsylvania, in which univers-
ity Doctar Short received the degree of Doctor
of Medicine in the spring of 1815, returning
shortly after to Kentucky., Th. Short was a
consistent member of the Presbyterian chureh.
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versity of Pennsylvania, from which he took
the Doctorate degree in due time.

In 1793 vellow fever desolated the old town
of Philadelphia, and decimated its inhahi-
tants; but here the voung physician, like Sav-
anorola in plague stricken Florence, stood firm
amd faithful to duty, and to secience, distin
guishing himself alike as a practitioner and
philanthropist. Not long after this he ap-
pears as a T'nited States Surgeon, and gained
fawe by his treatment of the wounded in the
“*Whiskey Insurrection’’ of Western Pennsy!-

DOCTOR CHARLES CALDWELL
1772--1853

DRDOCTOR CHARLES ('ALDWELL.
By Tlexky A, Corrert, A, M.D., Louisville

Pir. Charles (‘aldwell. the son of an Irish
ofticer, and emigrant to America, was born
in Caswell County, North Carolina, May 14th.
1772, He died in Lomisville, Ky., July 9th,
1553, at the age of R1 He must have heen
a precocions ¢hild, for at 14 he waus a scholar
in the elassics. For the three vears following
he tanght suceessively in two  grammar
schools. At the elose of this work or soon af-
ter. he entered the Medical School of the Uni-

vania. His eareer as a surgeon must have been
short, sinee his voluminous writings contain
little or nothing relative to that great branch
of the healing art.

Iis inelination certainly was toward the
more scientifie and theoretic features of his
calling Yor in 1795 he translated from the
Latin, Bluembach’s Elements of Physiology.
In 1814 he assumed the editorship of the Port
Falio at Philadelphia, and at this time hecame
Professor of Natural History in the Univers-
ity of Pennsylvania. While in this Chair he
edited C'ullen’s Practice of Physic. He was a
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pioneer in the teaching of Clinical Medicine in
Ainerica and perhaps the Creator of that
branch of pedagogy, for in the above named
year we find him delivering a course of clinie-
al lectures in the Philadelphia Alms House
afterwards and now known as Blockley Ios-
pital. This was donbtless the Alms House in
which the yvellow fever of 1793 made such
fearful havoe, and which heecame historical
in the classic leetures of Prof T. S. Bell.

In 1819 Dr. Caldwell proved himself a his-
torian by writing the ‘‘Life and Campaigns
of Gen, Green’’; the most wvaluable of his
works in biography. A man so learned, versa-
tile, and brilliant, attracted the attention of
eldlucators the country over, and a call from
the West brought him to Lexington, Ken-
tncky, where he was given the Chair of Med-
ieine and Clinical Practiee in the famous old
Transylvania Medical School. This was also
in the vear 1819. He made a tour of Europe
in {he interest of that School in 1820. His so-
journ in Lexington was for 18 years, and
there he hecame famous amongst other ac-
complishments, as an advoeate, student,
writer, and teacher of the long ago exploded
fad of phrenologv. Here he was the friend
and physician of Henry Clay who, in his great
speech in the United States Senate upon the
Poindexter Resolution, thus humorously re.
fers to his  friend and physieian. ‘A new
philosophy has sprung up within a few years
pastt, ealled phrenology. There is, 1 believe,
sornething in it, but not quite as much as its
ardent followers proclaim, Aceording to its
doetrines, the leading passions propensities
nind charaeteristies of every man are develop-
el in his physical eonformation, chiefly in the
strneture of his head. Gall and Spurzheim,

its founders, or most eminent propagators, he-

ing dead, T regret that neither of them can ex-
amine the head of our illustrious Chief Magis.
trate (Andrew Jackson). But. if it could he
surveved by Dr. Caldwell, of Transylvania
University, I am persuaded that he would
find the organ of destruetiveness prominently
developed. Execept an enormous fabric of ex-
ecutive power for himself, the President has
built up nothing, construeted nothing. and
will leave no enduring monument of his ad.
ministration.””

In 1837 Dr. Caldwell came to Louisville,
This was herause of a break in the medical
faeulty of Transylvania, Dr. Caldwell coming
with Dre. Conke and Yandell to take chairs in
the Louisville Medieal Institute, Out of this
schonl grew the Medical Department of the
['niversity of Louisville, in the foundation of
which Dr. Caldwell was the leading spirt. Ta
him was allotted the same chair he had held in
Transvivania, »nd he continued teaching
Medicine and (linical Practice there for a
term of twelve vears. Through a misnnder-
standing with the Trustees he was, in 1849,
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deprived of his profesorship; but made Louis-
ville his home until his death, July 9th, 1853.
These four years he spent in study and work
with the pen, contributing profusely to medic-
al journals and periodieals, and in writing his
Autobiography. He was a deep student, an
amnnivorous reader, and untiring writer. [His
works are almost as voluminrous as those of
Daniel Drake, and number in the aggregate
more than 10,000 pages. The reader will see
in seleetions which I quote from Caldwell’s
Autobiography the lueidity of his diction, the
felieity of his style, the depth of his thought,
and the facility with which he drew upon his
store of learning for strengthening and orna-
menting his thought. Charles Dickens could
not have excelled the first, nor Ralph Waldo

‘merson the second. The first two para-
graphs relate to two preachers. ‘*The appear-
anee of the speaker, unpromising as it was,
and nature, in her most frolicsome mood,
could hardly have rendered it more so, was ex-
ceeded, if possible, by the failure of his per-
forinance. His oratory, instead of being, as
I had anticipated. the most highly finished
and delightful 1 had ever listened to, was
much nearer being the most defective and mis-

erable. Not only was it tasteless and unat-
tractive, it was a rare and high-fin-
ished specimen of unsophisticated unpalat-

ableness. From the beginning to the emd of
his sermon, the gentleman so courtesied, hob-
bed, and tip-loed from side to side of the pul-
pit, and so finieally gesticulated with his
hands and arms. as actually to resemble a
coneeited daneing-master moving in a minuet,
And his utterance was precisely the counter
part of his action. Nor was the substanee of
his diseourse muech more commendable’’

So much for preacher No. 1; now for No. 2.
‘*No sooner had he formally assumed his at-
titude as an orator, thrown toward the several
divisions of the house a corresponding num.-
her of devout and solemn easts of his eves, and
commeneed his discourse, than [ felt an im-
pul<e of disappointment, mingled with feelings
dissatisfaction and Jdisgust, that was actual-
ly painful to me. Could I have made my way
to the door, without heing noticed, [ should
have promptly left the house and returned to
my Indgings. DBat that was impossible. T was
therefore eompelled to brace myself to the
ITereulean task of sitting a full hour under the
influener of a diseourse, marked in its delivery,
by a degree of drawling sing-song. and snuf.
fling nasal twang, that would have hetter suit-
ed the time of Oliver C'romwell, than to the
elowe of the eigtheenth century: and that
woutld have fallen more aptly from the tongue
of a ‘' Praise God-Bare-Bones’ of the former
periodd. than from that of a mueh lauded or-
ator of the latter.”’

The next *wo paragraphs discuss a theme
of universal application. **What is ealled a
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‘universal genius,’ is a ereation as fabulous as
the phoenix or the griffin. It exists only in
fiction, not in reality. No man has ever vet
possessed it eonsistine, as the cxpression rep-
resents it to do. in a fitness for the pursuit and
attaimment of eminence in every sort of knowl-
edge.  Whoever has, therefore, expended hia
ecnergy in an attempt to distingnish himself
in a hranch of science, for the study of which
he was not well qualified, has, by the measure,
tletracted more or less from the distinetion he
might have acquired in some other branch to
which his gqualifications were hetter suited.’”

**To this rule the history of our race does
not present us with a single exception. It is
as trne of the most highly as of the moder.
ately and lowly zifted. of Soerates and Plato,
Cicero and the admirable C'riechton, as of any
other individuals. Had the great Roman
orator wasted less of his mental energy in
paving court to the Muses. he would have be-
yueathed to us a reputation marked hy one
vanity. and one  intelleetnal  weakness, the
fewer. The same may be said of Paracelsus,
Vanholmont, ("ardan, and others; had they
thoueht and written less ahout oceult seienece,
its souree and influenee : of C'uvier, had he
consnmed less of  his time in the considera-
tion and pursnit of affairs of state: and of
Laplace. had he devoied himself more ex-
clusively to mathematies and astronomy, and
left to eccelesiastics and easuists the mysteries
of theology. Each of those personages. hy
aitninge at too many attainments and perform-
ances. expended a portion  of  his vital
strength. as well of his time, in an unprofit-
able if nol an injurious manner."’

Of his personnel we have a glimpse. He is
thus sketehed and eharacterized by Dr, David
W. Yanrlell in his Doctorate Address, on the
oceasion of the Semi-Centennial Anniversary
of the Medieal Department of the University
of Tousville, 1887,

**The central figure of that group of noted
tesichers who fonunded  the  University was
Charles Caldwell, e was a massive man in
hody and in mind. He was hoth tall and
broad. His earriage was e-ect.  His head was
simply grand. his mouth was large. his eyes
were bluish gray. He had studied eloeution.
His gestures and his speech were studied also.
IHis manners. usually cold. were always state-
lv. e spoke in long. well-rounded periods.
and in a ereat sonorous voice. He was learned
in the languages. fond of study, and of abh-
stemions habits, Besides all this he was a man
of affairs. and delighted in rontroversy. He
taurht the physiology of his Jday., which was
then lareely the physiology of the aneients,
but he tanght it in  so0 1mpressive a manner
that his classes reecived it as gospel and voted
him its greatest exponnder.”™
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DOCTOR LUNSFORD . YANDELL, S5r.
I3y Roperr Perer, A M., M. D., Lexington,

Dr. Yandell was ealled to the chair of
(‘hemistry and Pharmacy in the Medical De-
partment of Transylvania University, March
16. 1831. He had attended the course of Lee-
tures in that school in 1822-23, having previ-
ously acquired a good general and classical
education in the Bradley Aecademy, Murfrees-
horo, Tennessee, and having studied medicine
some time with his father, Dr. Wilson Yan-
dell, a physieian of high standing.

While attending the lectures in the Tran-
sylvania Medieal School he hecame favorably
known as a voung man of industry, good at-
tainments and ahility, and of popular man-
ners. Especially was he a favorite pupil of
Professor Charles Caldwell, who beeame his
ardent friend, and through whose active in-
fluence, mainly, he was ecalled in 1831, after
he had received the degree of M. D. from the
I niversity of Marvland, to oceupy the chair
of ("hemistry in the Transylvania School.

Although he had heen an apt scholar in his
preliminary edueation. he had never devoted
esperial attention to chemistry, which at that.
time, notwithstanding the negleet or opposi-
tion of the older medical teachers, notably the
ridicule of Professor Taldwell and others, was
heginning to he recognized as an essential ele-
ment of a gnod mediecal edueation.

This want of special training and experi-
ence in this hranch of science on his part nat-
urally eaused opposition to his appointment to
this ehair. which was allayed by making the
late Hezekialh Hulbert Eaton, A. M., an ad-
junct to the Chemieal chair. and giving him
one-third of the tuition fees.

Prafessor Faton was a voung man of fine
attainments and thorough practical training
in chemistry and natural science generallv: a
gradnate of Rensselaer Tnstitute of Mroy,
Mew Yerk. under the administration of his
father, the eclerated Amos Eaton.

Professor Eaton died of eonsumption at the
age of twenty-three, before the end of the first
vear: hut during the short term of his service
he had, by his industry and practieal knowl-
edze, greatly improved the means of instruct-
ion in the Chemieal Department by a complete
reorganization of the laboratory and the pro-
curement of much new apnaratus.

After the death of Professor Eaton. Augusi
16. 1832 the present writer, then residing in
Pittshure. Pennsylvania. who had also heen a
stinlent in the Rensselaer Institute and conse-
quently known to Professor Eaton. was per-
snaded by the late Reverend Benjamin Orm
Peers to visit Texineton, Kentucky, to deliver
a course of chemiecal leetures in the Eclertic
Tnstitute. of which Mr. Peers was principal,
and of which voung Professor Eaton had heen
a professor. During this course, in 1832, the
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writer was induced by Professor Yandell by
private arrangement, to assist him in his next
course of lectures to the regular students of
Transylvania and to commence the regular
study of medicine with a view to graduation.
Under this arrangement, which continued
until the disruption of the Medical Faculty in
1837, TNoctor Yandell, in his usual able and
Leilliant manner, delivered the chemieal lee-
tures to the ctudents, while to the writer was
committed the preparation and performance
of the demonstrative experimental parts.
On the removal to Louisville in 1837, to join
in the establishment of the rival school, the
Louisville Medical Ingtitute, Doctor Yandell
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I'rustees of the school, having eome to the con.
clusion that Professor Caldwell had become
superannuated, placed Doetor Yandell in the
chair of Physiology, for which subject he had
a decided taste. This change procured him
the animosity of his whilom friend, Doctor
C'aldwell, who, in his rather unfortunate
Autobiographky, written in  his last declining
vears, indulged in much bitter denunciation
of his late colleague, It is much to the eredit
of Doctor Yandell that, although when this
angry publication was fresh from the press he
retaliated by showing in ample quotations
from the autobingraphy some of the weak
points in Doctor Caldwell’s character, he was

DOCTOR LUNSFORD P. YANDELL, Sr.
1805. 1878

taught in the combined chairs of Chemistry
and Materia Medieca, never failing ably and
impressively to perform his arduous duties.
Not having any particular taste for so severe
a study as practical chemistry, although no
one was more impressed with the philosophie-
al beauty and wide practical value of the seci-
enee, he naturally songht a transfer to a chair
more eongenial with his tastes and the charac-
ter of his mind than that of chemistry. This,
circumstances prevented wuntil, in 1849, the

disposed in following wyears, as the writer
knows, to extend over these weaknesses the
mantle of kindness.

Doctor Yandell occupied this chair of
Physiology with great eredit until he resign-
ed, in 1859, to aceept a chair in the Mediea?
School of Memphis, Tennessee. During the
Civil War he devoted himself to hospital ser-
vice. In 1862, he was licensed to preach hy
the Preshytery of Memphis, and in 1864 was
ordained pastor of the Dancyville Preshyteri-
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an chureh. Tle vesigned his pastorate in 1867,
amd returned to Louisville to resume the prac-
tice of medicine, which he had never entirely
abandoned during the whole of his life.

While resident in Lexington he was for
some years sole editor of the Transylvanio
dowrnal of MHedicine, to which he contributed
several ahle papers. In Leuisville he was ed-
itor for soine time of the Western Journal of
Medicive and Swrgery, in hoth cases filling
the editorial chair with characteristie aetiv-
ity and abhility. He was always a contributor
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Louisville, and at the time of his death he was
President of the State Medieal Society of Ken-
tucky. INis decease occurred February 4
1#78, in the soventy-third year of his age.

DOCTOR JAMES MILLS BUSH.

By Rosert PETER, A. M., M. D., Lexington,

A native of Kentucky, born in Frankfort,
May, 1808, graduated as A. B. in Centre Col-
Jege. Danville, Kentucky, and began the study
ot medicine and surgery in the office of tha

DOCTOR JAMES M. BUSH
1808--1875

to the medieal literature of his day in numer.
ous papers, especially in hiographical sketehes
and obitnary memoirs of medical men of Ken
tuecky and Tennessee. a more complete eolleet-
ion of which he was said to he preparing at
the time of his last illness. He held a faeile
pen; few writers of our times have produced
more elassieal and eraceful essays. As a
publie speaker and lecturer he was ever im-
pressive, craceful. and chaste, His social
qualities made hin: always welcome and prom-
inent in all publie assemhblies of his medieal
hrethren. Tn 1872, he was eleeted President
of the College of Physcians and Surgeons of

celebrated Alban Goldsmith, Louisville, Ken-
tucky. He removed to Lexington in 1830, te
attend medieal lectures in Transylvania Uni-
versity, and to become a private pupil of its
renowned surgeon, Professor Benjamin W.
Dudley. To Doctor Dudley he became per-
sonally attached by sentiments of affection
aml esteem, which were warmly returned by
his eminent preceptor; so that, when young
Bush received the honor of the degree of Doe-
tor of Medicine in 1833, Doetor Dudley im-
mediately appointed him his demonstrator
amd prosector in anatomy and surgery, to
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which branches of medical seience and art
Doctor Bush was ardently devoted.

Thiz responsible office he filled with emin-
ent ability and sueesss until 1837, when he
was officiall: made Adjunet Professor of
Anatomy aml Surgeryv to his distinguished
eolteague and friend, Doctor Dudley. He oc-
cupird this honorable position to the great
satisfaction of all concerned until the yvear
1541, when he heeame the Professor of Anat-
omy, Doctor Dudley retaining  the chair of
Surgery. In the chair of Anatomy he con.
tinued until- the Jdissolution of the Transyl-
vania Medical School in 155H7.

In the meanwhile this school, in 1850, had
heen changed from a  winter to a summer
school; Doctor Bush, with some of his col-
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Lewis Rogers, in 1873: ** When Doctor i)ud-
ley retired from teaching, Doctor Bush was
appointed to the vacant chair. When [Moctor
Dadley retired from ihe field of his brilliant
achievements as a surgeon Doctor Bush had
the rare courage to take possession of ii. No
higher tribute ean be paid 1o him than to say
that he has since held possession without a
suevessful rival.”’

Most ably and suceessfully did he thus
maintain himself as one fit to follow in the
footsteps of our great surgeon. His sterling
qualities as a man, his most kind and endear-
ing manners as a physician, his great skill and
experience in anatomy and surgeiy. which
had been as well the pleasure as the devoted
labor nf his life; his remarkable accuraey of

THE HOME OF DOCTOR BUSH, IN LEXINGTON.
Bullt on the site of the Transylvania University Medical Hall.

leagues and some  physicians of  Louisville,
having thought proper to establish the Ken-
tucky School of Medicine in Louisville as a
winter sehiool. In this latter college Doetor
Bush remained for three sessions, giving thus
two full eourses of lectures per annum. when
he and his Lexington colleagues, resigning
from the Lonisville school, returned to that of
Lexington, ro-establishing a winter session,
Doctor PBush was ever a most conscientious
and ardent laborer in his  profession. and,
during the lifetime of his preceptor. Doctor
Dudley. was his eonstant associate and assist-
sl as well in the  medieal school 29 in his
medical and surgical practice. On the retire.
ment of that distinguished sureeon and pro-
Fessor, his mantle fell upon Doetor Bush. In
the langnage of his friend, the late Doector

eve, the more acute hecause of congenital my-
opia, his delicacy of hand and unswerving
nerve in the use of instruments in the mest
difficult operations, endeared him to his pa-
tients and won the respeet and admiratioa of
his medieal hrethren

Doetor Bush was a lueid and impressive
teacher of his peeuliar branch of medicai
amd seienee, and always attached his pupils
strongly to him as an honored preceptor 2ol
friend.

hiring his active lifetime. spent chictiv in
arpitiring andd  putting in practice the rare
professional skil! which distinguished hin:, ne
wave hut little time  to  the use of his pon
Ienee he lef* no large hook as the record of
his experience. His prineipal writings were
published, in 1837, in the tenth volume of the
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Transylvania Journal of Medicine, and these
were written for that journal on the solicita-
tion of the oresent writer, who edited that
volume. They consist of :

1. A short report of a case of epilepsy,
produced in a negro girl by blows of the wind-
2ss of a well on the parietal bone, which was
entirely and speedily cured, after the prelim-
inary treatment of mercurial purgatives and
low diet, by the use of the trepine, which, as
is well Enown, had been used with great sue-
eess by Doctor Dudley in such cases.

2. Report of a case of insidious inflamma.
tion of the pia mater, complicated with pleur-
itis, with the autopsy.

. A more extended paper, entitled * Re-
marks on Mechanieal Pressure Applied by
Means of the Bandage; Illustrated by a Va
riety of Casges.” In which the mode of ap-
plication and modus operandi are most clear.
ly given. and illustrated by many interesting
cases, mostly from the surgieal practice of
Doctor Dudley.

4, “‘Dissection of an Idiot’s Brain.’’ The
subject, a female twenty-five vears of age, had
been born idiotic, deaf, and dumb; the head
was very #mall, and the brain on dissection
was found to weigh only twenty ounces, anrl
to have large serous eavities in the corneal
portions of the cerebral hemispheres, The
anatomy of the eves was perfect, but there
was ne nervous connection hetween the optie
nerve and the thalmi nervorum opticorum.

5. A short notice of three operations of
lithotomy. performed on May 31, 1837, by
Doctor Dudley, with his assistance,

G. *‘Interesting Autopsy.”” On the body
of a nerro man who had heen the subject of
sudden falling fits, and was under treatment
for diseases of the chest. The autopsy dis-
close hypertrophy of the right side of ths
heart. and a moest remarkable lengthening ot
the eolon.
7. ““Ohservations on the Operation of
Lithotomy, Ilustrated by C(Cases from the
I"ractice of Professor B. W. Dudley.”” An
extensive and lueid desceription of the method
of operation and the remarkably suecessful
experience of Doctor Thadley in this part of
his practice, ziving report of one hundred and
fiftv-two sneeessful cases up to that time.

In addition the Doctor contributed an oe-
casiomal hibliographical review or notice
Anil these seem to be the whole of his pub-
lish--d professional writings,

Dr. Bush was marrvied, in 1835, to Miss
Charlotte James. of Chillicothe, Ohio. Of
therr three children the eldest, DBenjamin
Dudlev. was a  voung man of remarkable
promise as a surgeon and physician when he
was ent off by death, an event which cast a
eloem over the remaining days of the life of
his father. Few voung men of his age had
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ever attained such proficieney or developed
such sterling qualities.

The death of Doctor Bush, which took place
on Fehrnary 14, 1875, was followed by gener-
al and unnsnal manifestations of respect anld
regret not only on the part of the members of
the profession. hut by the people of the city
at larme. Few citizens were more extensively
known, loved, and honored in life, or follow-
el to the grave by a greater concourse of
mourning friends.

DOCTOR ROBERT PETER.
By Rerpex T, Durrert, EsQuire Louisville.
fLate President of the Filson Club.)

The late Doctor Robert Peter, one of the
most distinguished analytical chemists of his
time, was a member of the Medical Facu'ty
of Transylvania University from 1833 to the
time of the dissolution of that institution, and
afterward oceupied chairs in the different col-
leges with whiech Transvlvania was merged,
He was one of the mnost active of the pro-
fessors and «id as much as any one else to
raise the U'niversity to the lofty heights it at-
tained as a school of literature, law, and med-
icine. It oecurred to him after the merger ot
the Transylvania into the Kentucky Univers-
ity that an institution which had led the way
and done so much for literature, law, and
medieine should not be permitted to vanish
and leave nothing but a name and memery be-
hind. He, therefore, went to work, after the
weirht of vears was gathering fast upon him,
to write the history of Transylvania Univers
itv. and had }is work almost finished in 1894,
when death, which alone could have arrested
him in his undertaking. relieved him of the
task at the age of eighty-nine. His daughter,
Miss Johanna Peter, with filial affection wor-
thy of so excellent a father, and publie spirit
erqual to the oececasion, rightly estimated the
vaine of such a work, if it should be published
and put into the hands of the publie, under-
took to prepare his manusecripts for publiea-
tion. One of these manuseripts prepared by
her embraced the Literary Department of
Transylvania, and was published by The Fil-
son Club in 1896, as its eleventh volume.
When this publication was made, it was in-
timated, if not promised, that it would be fol-
lowed in the near future by one of the medie-
al department. Miss Peter. therefore, pre-
pared this second manuscript of her father
fe-r publication, and The Filson Club now pre-
sents it in the pages which follows, as the
twentieth nnmber of its regular annual series.

The Medieal Department of the Transylvan-
ia University no longer exists. Indeed. noth-
ing of the Transylvania University exists ex-
cept its name. Its learned professors have
gone the way of all flesh. The last one of
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them recently went down to his grave, Its
buildings have recently heen swept away by
fire, or have passed to other institutions with
its library and apparatus. Yet all of this re-
nowned University has not passed away. Its
famne yet lives, and will not perish while the
memory of the living holds sacred the egood
deeds of predecessors. Its distinguished pro-
fessors made Transylvania University fam.
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twentieth publieation of The Filson Club, the
manuseript will make its way te many and
present them with pen and portrait likenesses
of those who devoted their lives to instructing
the young of our land in the art of adminis.
tering to the sick and afflicted, The author
knew all of his contemporary professors, and
the likeness which he has given of some of
them will be the ones by which they will be

DOCTOR ROBERT PETERS
1805-- 1894

ous, and made history at the same time, and
they themselves are now entitled to a place in
histery. It is the purpose of The Filson Club,
by this publication, to assist in securing for
them the place they deserve in the memory of
mankind. Doctor Peter, the author was the
fittest of men to sketeh these professors and
to present life pictures of them. His work,
however, if it had remained in manuscript, as
he left it, would have heen seen hut hv few,
and could have done but little good. Tn this

known in after vears. Pen pictures are some-
times as efficient as likenesses in oil, and the
characteristic of Doctor Peter’s pictures is fi-
delity so executed that they seem to be the or-
iginals standing in life before us. In a work
like this the cssence of its history is biographie
and Doctor Peter has made his work to con-
sist chisflv of biographical sketches of those
who made Transylvania University what it
was. He gives the leading facts in the life of
cach of the professors he sketches, and enum-
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erates the other colleges in which they ocen-
pied ehairs. and gives the titles of the works
they puhblish~d cither in hook form or maga-
zine articles. He omits nothing in the sketeh
that is necessary in forming a just idea of th«
character portraved.

In the long eareer of Transylvania Univers-
ity she did not fail to make enemies, but she
made more friends than enemies to remember
her. A few of the living students and the
wmany descendants of the deceased professors
and graduates now secattered broadeast over
the land will he glad to read what is here said
of old Transvlvania, and the work will thus
he widely known and read. All who see it
will be thankful te Doctor Peter for prepar-
ing it for the press, and to The Filson Club
for publishing it.

There is in our nature something like the
love of the relic which makes us revere the
memory of Transylvania University. FEarly
in the year 1799 a medical department was at-
tached to this 'niversity, which was the firsi
medieal eollege in the great Misgissippi Val-
lev and the seeond in the whole United States.
The medical department of the University of
Pennsvlvania antedated it, as it antedated all
others afterward established in any part of
onr vast domain. We ean not, like our Eng-
lish cousins. go back along the pathway of
centuries to the colleges of Oxford and Cam-
bri:lze and ravere them for their age ; we have
nothing in onr new country that partakes of
«iech age. We are a yvoung people in a young
country, and our Transylvania Medieal Col-
leee was old enough from our standpoint to
e erownel with heary yvears. We revere 1°
#s the first medieal college on this side of the
Alleghanies. We revere it for the efforts it
made to prepare our young physicians to cope
with the diseases that afflicted our peonle.
We revere it for the fame it aequired and fer
the zood mame it pave our State. We revere
it for the sncress of Professor Brown in in-
trodneing vaccination in advance of its dis
coversr, for the brilliant and numerons opera-
tionsg in lithotomy hy Professor Dudley, and
for the noble efforts of others of its professors
in prolonging hnman life and mitigating its
pains. What it «id in the day of its glory is
st forth in the pages which follow, and he
who reads the n will hardly  doubt that the
medical department of Transylvania Univers
ity is werthy of the record here made for it.

DOCTOR HENRY MARTYN SKILLMAN.
By Joux W. Scorr, M. D., Lexington.

Doetor Skillman was the youngest child of
Thomas T. and Elizaheth Farra Skillman: he
was born September 4, 1824 at Lexington,
Kentuncky, His father ecame to Lexington
from New Jersey in 1809 and founded the
largest publishing house in the Mississippi
Valley ; publishing in 1823 an edition of sev-
eral thousand copies of the entire bible.

He reeeived his academic edueation at
Transylvania University and after two or
three vears in the drug business re-entered
Transylvania as a student of Medicine and re-
eeived from it the degre of Doctor of Medicine
in 1847. The following year he was made
Nemonstrator of Anatomv in the Collere and,
in 1851 was appointed Professor of General
and Patholozieal Anatomy and Physiology.
Such a chair in a modern sechool would re-
quire the activities of some half dozen full
professorships. to say nothing of scores of as-
sistants and lahoratory workers. Yet the sub-
jeet of this sketeh is said to have ‘‘oceupied
this position with skill and suceess nntil the
close of the Medical College in 1857.”" This is
an illominating commentary upon the pro.
greas of Medivine in the last half century.

In 1851 he 'married Margaret Scott the
daughter of Matthew T. Scott. President of
the Northern Bank of Kentucky: one child,
Henry M. Skillman. survives him. For the
sneceeding twentv-five vears he deveted him-
self to the practice of hoth medicine and
snrgery ; in 1877 his nephew, Doctor Matthew
T. Seott, entered into practice with him and
all! of Doetor Skillman’s surgical work was
transferred to him: from that time until his
death on Mareh 21, 1902 he continued the
active practice of his profession, having done
a dav's work on the day upon which he died.
Tn addition to his large practice he found
time for ontzide affairs: he was an active
memher of the Second Preshvterian CChureh,
a director of the Seeurity Trust Company
and occupied other similar positions.

Thre waa a benediction ahout his faee, a
power of peare and love in his emile. a charm
in his entire personality which defies deserip-
tion: with a great svmpathetie heart he com.
hined the most knightly conrtesv: this gave
him a bearing at the hedside which none who
witnessv it ean ever foreet: there was so-
licitude withont anxietv. cheer withont. gav-
otv. dienity withont coldness and, withal. a
poise which inspired confidence in not only
the will hut the abhility to help. The same
character was shown in his relation to other
members of the profession. TIn addition to
the most sernpulons observance of its ethies,
thore was an unfailing kindness and gener-
ority which was shown toward the humblest
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of his colleagues in the same measure as to the
most distinguished.

To the profession his career was partieular-
Iy notable in three particulars; first, in that it
was given to him, as it has been to few men, to
occupy a position of eminence in the practice
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thousand to a eity of more than thirty thou-
sand ; he was the relentless enemy of discord
and evil speaking among doctors, and an irre-
gistible peace maker in the profession for over
half a century.

To those who revere the memory of the old

DOCTOR HENRY M. SKILLMAN
1824.--1902

of medicine for more than half a century,
having heen made a member of the faculty of
the Medieal Department of Transylvania in
1551; and at the time of his death. fifty-one
years later, still probably the most sought for
cousiltant in Lexington, which during that
time he had seen grow from a town of eight

Transylvania and its Medical Department,
Doetor Skillinan was notahle as the last sur-
vivor of its medical faeulty and, with Doetor
John W. Whitney, his intimate friend, the
connecting link for many of us to that heroia
age, that Twilight of the Gods, the Transyl-
vania Medieal Faculty.



OLD MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE
Erected In 1838

MNow occupied by the City Public School Department, the Medical School being conducted
in the commodious npew building at Chestnut and First Strects.
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LOUISVILLE MEDICAL SCHOOLS' GROUP

FOREWORD

I. THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE.

The reader will find a coneise aceount of
the movement which transferred the famous
medieal schoel of Transylvania TUniversity
from Lexington to T.ouisville in Professor I..

ed actively in the changing events of that
period. The professors who resigned from
Transylvania and accepted chairs in the Lou-
isville Mediecal Institute soon found them-
selves surrounded with large classes of young
men from all sections of the great and grow-
ing south-west. After a few yvears (1845) the
Medical Institute was constituted the Medieal
Department of the newly chartered Univers
ity of Louisville, With the prestige of the

DOCTOR JAMES M. BODINE

1831--1915

For more than forty years Dean of the Medical Department of the Univeraity
of Louisville, and & great teacher of anatomy.

P. Yandell’s address which is in great part
reproduced herewith. This address, intro.
ductory to the course of instruction of 1852-
1553, was delivered at a time when all the
facts were known and by one who participat-

great men composing the faculty, the sehool
continued upon a career of great prosperity
andl usefulness. Large classes filled its lec.
ture-rooms, the professors wrote some of the
most authoritative and erudite text-honls ~#
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that day, and by both the spoken and writ. Rogers, Professor of Materia Medica; Daniel
ten word monlded medical thought and prac  Drake, Professer of Theory and Practice of
tice thronghout a great and prosperons sec- Medicine; Tchias G. Richardson, Demonstra-
tion of the zouniry. Tn 1849 the Faculty was tor of Anatomy. Professor Cobb was Dean of
constituted as follows: the Faculty. '

Samuel D. (iross, Professor of Surgery; In 1852 Dr. Daniel Drake and Dr. Jebe-

DOCTOR WILLIAM BAILEY, A. M.

1833-1911
A teacher in the Medical Schools of Louisville from the days of the Civil War
until his death; a medical veteran of the war: a member of the State Board of
Health for a quarter of a century, and President at the time of his death; President
of the State Society and of the American Public Health Association, and one of the
most beloved physicans and consultants Louisville ever had.

Henry Miller, Professor of Obsteiries; Jebe- diah Cobh resigned their chairs and were sue-
diah Cohb, Professor of Anatomy; Lunsford ceeded by Dr. Aunstin Flint and Dr. Benjamin
P. Yandell, Professor of Physiology; Benja- R. Palmer. Dr. Austin Flint, a native of
min Silliman. Professor of Chemistrv; Lewis Jlassachusetts. had taught in Buffalo. New
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York, and in New Orleans, before coming to
Louisville. Later he aided in founding the
Bellevae Hospital Medical College, in New
York, where for many years he taught and
practiced with eminent renown. Dr. Benja-
min R. Palmer was a native of Vermont, and
won distinetion as a teacher of Anatomy.
tireat naimes are these. They were borne by
men of profeund thought. intense energy and
impressive personality. They moulded med-
ival seience as taught in America, and educat-
ed a generation of practitioners of medicine.
Whiie in Louisville Professor Gross wrote hia
famous treatise on Pathological Anatomy,
and the first edition of his monumental work

entitled a System of Surgery, While teach-
ing in the Uriversity of Louisville, Professor
Flint laid the foundation for his great text-
hook on the Seience and Praectice of Medicine.
Professor Miller wrote his well-known treatise
on Obstetries published in 1849, whieh became
a standard text-hook. No two books in the his-
tory of American medicine have been so uni-
versally accepted by the profession as authori.
tative as were the works of Gross and Flint.
Bound in strong sheep-skin they were to he
fourd in the office of every Ameriean phy-
sician, in the eity. hamlet and country, and
were for many years the trusted guides in
diagnosis, pathology and treatment.

As time advaneed. with increasing popula-
tion and improved facilities of travel, many
changes have taken place, but throughout and
until the present day, the University and
its many graduates in all parts of the country
have maintained its traditions. The history
of this school is one of the most hrilliant chap-
ters in the modical annals of Kentucky. After
more than a half ecentury of prosperous
achievement, the University was selected by
unanimous vote as the parent school in merg-
ing the medical schools of Louisville, In 1907
the Medical Department of Kentucky 1ni-
versity, Louisville's youngest medical school,
was merged with the University of Louisville,
The following vear the Kentucky School of
Medicine, the Louisville Medical College and
the Hospital College of Medicine joined in the
merger, and thereby united into one schoal
under the title and charter of the Medical
Department of the University of Louisville,
It is gratifving to record that in this present
time this famous old school, the only medieal
school in the Cowmonwealth, maintaing a
worthy position in the highest grade of Ameri-
el medical colleges.

IT. THE KENTUCKY SCHOOL OF

MEDICINE.

From time immemorial medieal schools haye
heen centres of professional jealousy. intrigue
und antagonism. That this should be seems
somewhat illogical when we realize that the
laculties of the colleges were composed of men
selected by reason of their ability, learnine
and distinguished position. Nevertheless. the
lust of power and preeminence, the jealousies
born of rivalry at close range, produce their
logical results here as elsewhere in the field
of human endeavor.

At the period of which we write, the med-
ical schools offered the only direet avenue to
prominence and leadership in the profession.
1ospitals were few and primitive, medieal lit-
erature was seant, and medieal socicties did
not offer the oppertunities of the present
time. The professors in the medical colleges
were accepted leaders and authorities of the
time, and the colleges offered a sure road to
distinetion. Hener there were many aspir.
ants for piaces in the faculties of the schools,
Young men of high purpose and lofty ambi-
tion sought the subordinate positions in the
colleges as a proper and legithnate method
of improving their knowledge and advancing
to prominence, TIn this way very naturally
there soun became numerons applicants for
each probahle vacaney, and the most reason
ahle outlet for the congestion was the estal.
lishment of a new medieal school.

The origin of such schools will almost in-
variably he found in faetional strife within
the facuines of established sihioois, Facilitsted
by the numerous aspirants for professional
positions outside the schools. In the early
days such increase in the numhber of colleges
was not without good results hoth for the col-
leger themselves and for the advancement of
the profession. The competition which neces.
sarily obtained, stimulated the teachers to
hetter work and fostered a spirit of rivalrs
which was helpful to both teacher and pupil.
It was anl> in later times, when sehools were
established for which there was really no eood
reason for their existenee, that the multiplica-
tion of medieal schools became desfruciivre in.
stead of ronsiructéire agencies of professional
progress,

These ohservations are snggested by the face
that in 1950, swwhen the Medical Department of
the University of Louisville: was firmly estah.
lished in professional favor. oceupyine a new
and commodions building. with Taree clisses
and a renowned faeculty. application was
made to the Legislature of Kentueky for ¢har.
ter of a new meadical collese to e known as
the Kentucky Sehool of Medicine, and to he
loeated in the city of Louisville, The ¢harte
was granted, and at the head of its first fac.
ulty appears the name of Benjamin W. Dud-
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ley, one of the most brilliant teachers in Tran-
sylvania University at Lexington, who had
strenuonsly opposed his eolleagues in the re-
moval of that school to Louisville. Indeed
Dudley had reorganized the faculty after
most of his colleagues had removed to Lonis-
villi:, and made a futile effort to maintain the
old school at Lexington. The establishment
of a rival school in Louisville was a continua-
tion douhtless of Dmdley’s antagonism, aided
hy the natural desire of his associates in the
new schonl for professional distinetion,
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will be found many names familiar in Ken.
tucky medicine:

R. W. Dudley, Emeritus Professor of Anat
omy and Surgerv; John Hardin, Professor of
Ohstetries and Diseases of Women and Chil-
dren ; Charles W. Wright, Professor of Chem-
istry and Toxieology : Henry W, Ballitt. Pro
fessor of Physiology and Pathology; Theo
dore S. Bell, Professor of Theory and Prae
tice of Medicine; T. ;. Richardson, Professor
of Prineiples and Practice of Surgery; N. B.
Marshall. Professor of Materia Medica and

DOCTOR WILLIAM H. WATHEN

1846--1913

Dean of the Kentucky School of Medicine for thirty years, a
leading surgeon and gynecologist, president and active worker in the
State Medical Society. and, as Medical Referee in Louisville, an im-
portant factor in the suppresaion of quackery in Kentucky.

While Dudley did not remove his residence to
Lonisville, he headed the faculty for several
vears as Emeritus Professor of Surgery, and
wav: to the new school the valuable aid of his
great reputation and influence.

The new school hrought together an able
faculty of voung and enthusiastic men, ana
attracted exeellent clesses. The following lisy
of the faculty iz copied from the annual an
rouncement of the session of 1856, in which

Therapenties; John 8. Seaton, Professor of
Anatomy ; James M, Bodine, Demonstrator of
Anatomy.

Among others will be ohserved Theodore S.
Bell, afterward a learned Professor in the
University : and Dr. James M. Bodine, for
forty years the popular Dean and Professor
of Anatomy in the University. Dr. T. G.
IRichardson, the Prefessor of Surgery, was
a pupil of Prof:ssor Gross, of the University
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faculty, and for several years a teacher of
Anatomy at the University. He was the au.
thor of a text-hook of Anatomy, and later a
distinguished teacher of Surgery in New Or.
leans, He won a national reputation and was
cleeted President of the American Medical As-
soeiation.

During the great civil war this school was
closed, but after the restoration of peace it
reopened with a new and reorganized faculty.
A few years later the faculty and trustees
changed the time of holding the annual ses-
sions from the fall and winter months to the
spring andl summer months, a change which
sabiserved the convenience of many students
of 1aedicine. The school maintained its suecess
and with an able faeulty and large classes
continued until merged with the other sehoola
in the University of Louisville. At the time
of the merger the school oecupied a commodi-
ous college building of its own, and adjacent
thereto a modern well-equipped hospital, also
the property of the school.

ITI.

THE LOUISVILLE
COLLEGE.

On July 25, 1868 the surviving trustees of
the Clay School of Medicine® met at the office
of Dr. David Cummings in Louisville. The
Iioard of Trustees was completed by the elee-
tion of seven new trustees, and Hon. Littleton
(‘onke was elected President and Dr. B. M.
Wible. Secretary. Af the session of the Leg-
islature of Kentueky in the winter of 1863-69
the charter was amended so as to change the
name of the school to *‘ The Louisville Medical
College.”’

On January 29, 1869 the Board of Trustees
cleeted the following professors: J. 1. Burch
and R. F. Logan, Aratomy: John Goodman,
(Ybstetrirs: Donald Maclean, Surgery; 8. P.
Ireckenridge, Materiz Mediea ; I. M. Bullity,
Physiology and Pathology; J. A. Ouchter-
lony, Theory and Practice of Medicine. The
first session of the College was held in
186970,

During the following vear, several import-
ant changes were made in the faculty, Drs.
Iturch, Logan, Maclean and Breckenridge re-
tired, and Drs. E. 8. Gaillard, J. A, Ireland,
J. M. Keller, C. W. Kelley and J. W. Max-
wall were clected professors. Later Dr, J. M.
Ilolloway was received into the faculty.

The college at onee met with favorahle rec-
ognition from the profession. and the classes
increased in number until the attendance
guite equaled that of the University. Tt will
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*The writer has not bheen able to find any record of the Clay
School of Medicine beyomnd the mere mention contalned In
the minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Loulsviile Medi-
eal College. [t is probable that a charter was ohtained for
such an Institotion. but no organization was perfected
previous to this date.

be observed that this college was founded soon
after the close of the great Civil War, during
that period of rebabilitation in the southern
states known as reconstruction. Many young
men who had been in the army sought protes-
sional carcers. The professors in the Louis-
ville Medical College, with few exceptions,
had served in the Medieal Corps of the
Armies, and their nanmes were familiar to
southern soldiers. The Dean, Dr. E. 8. Gail-
lard, a native of South Carolina, owned and
edited the Richmond and Loutsville Medical
Jornrnal, a monthly medical magazine with
wide ecireulation throughout the South. Ile
was a cultured physician, an impressive
teacher, and wielded a facile and trenchant
pen.

Professor Henry Miller, long a prominent
member of the Faculty of the University, ac-
cepted a professorship in the Louisville
Medical College and was actively identified
with the new school for a number of years.

‘T'his College maintained its prosperity with
an able faculty and large classes until merged
with the other schools into the University.
The magnificent grauite building now oecu.
pied by the Medical Department of the Uni-
versity was built by the Fuaeulty of the Louis-
ville Medieal College.,

1V. THE HOSPITAL COLLEGE OF

MEDICINE.

In 1873, an additional Medical Sechool was
founded in Louisville, under the charter, and
by authority of the Board of Curators of the
Central University of Kentucky, This Uni-
versity was located at Richmond, and was or-
ganized by the Preshyterian Church in Ken
tucky. The Medical School was established
in a building immediately opposite the City
Hospital on Chestnut Street, and in its first
announcement gave prominence to clinical
tcaching as its most distinetive feature. The
Faculty was organized as follows:

r. E. D. Foree, Emeritus Professor of.
and Leeturer on Diseases of Women; Dr.
John J. Speed, Professor of the Institute of
AMedicine and Public Hyegiene; Dr. James M.
Holloway, Professor of General and Cliniecal
Surgery: Dr. William Bailey, M. A, Pro.
fussor of the DPrinciples and Practice of
Medicine and Clinical Medicine; Dr. John T.
Williams, Professor of Descriptive and Sur.
gical Anatomy: Dr. Wm. H. Bolling, Pro-
fessor of Ohstetrirs and Discases of Women,
and DNean of the Faeulty; Dr. John A, Larra
bee. Professor of Materia Medica and Thera-
peuties and Clinieal Lecturer on Diseases of
Children ;: Dr. Frank €. Wilson, Professor of
Physiology and Clinieal Medicine; Dr. Dud-
ley S. Revnolds, Professor of Ophthalmology
and Otologv: Dr. .J, IR, Marvin, B. 8., Pro
fessor of Mediral Chemistry and Toxicology,
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Dr. Martin . (Coomes, Demonstrator of
Anatomy and Lecturer on Diseases of the
Lar. Throat and Nose, _

The first session was opened with a small
class, but within a few years the Faculty was
rewarded by inereased patronage and favor.
able recognition. After a few years the school
hecame well established, and graduated many
physicians who attained distinguished posi-
tions in the profession. Later the time of
holding the annual sessions was changed to
the spring and summer months, and this
greatly increased the attendance. The school
was the first of the Louisville schools to adopt
the three years graded course, and by doing
so won the ecommendation of the profession.
In later vears important additions were made
to the Faculty. a new college building was
crected and also a commodious modern hos-
rital was bnilt adjacent to the college, thereby
providing excellent zlinieal facilities. At the
time of the merger (1908), the college had
Iarge elasses and a strong faenlty.

V. MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF KEN-
TUCKY UNIVERSITY.

In 1898 differences arose in the Kentucky
School of Medicine whieh proved irreconcilable
and terminated in complete disruption of the
faculty of that institution. As a result a new
sehool was established, all the professors, with
one or two exeeptions, having been teachers
i the Kentucky Sechool of Medicine. The
new schonl reecived the approval of the Trus-
tees of the Kentucky University located at
Lexington. and the Faeulty was empowered
to nsi the title of that University. The Fae-
ulty was announeed as follows:

Dr. Joseph 1% Marvin, President; Dr,
Thomas ('. Evans Dean: Dr. James M. Hollo-
way: Dr. 0. W, Kelley: Dr. Sam E. Woody:
Dr. .J. Garland Sherrill; Dr. Louis Frank;
De. Leon L. Solomon ; Dr. Henry Enos Tuley ;
Dr. Carl Weidner; Dr. W. Ed. Grant.

The first session was held in 1809, begin.
ning in January and terminating in June,
The members of this Faeulty were experiene-
el and snecessful teachers, widelvy known to
the profession. and attracted from the begin.
ning excellent classes. They devoted them.
selves to the work with great enthusiasm, and
inspired their students with keen interest in
the school. At the opening of the second ses
sion a building which had been pur-
chased hy the Faeulty and remodeled to sui*
the requirements of medical teaching, was oc-
cupied and added materiallv to the facilities
of the institution.

The school maintained a successful career,
with growing classes, until 1907, when it was
merged into the Medical Department of the
University of Louisville.

MEDICAL JOUENAL.

VIi. SUMMARY.

When in 1908 the medical schools were
merged 1*'n ore, transferring their proper-
ties and prestige, and joining their alumni in.
to one body, under the title of the Medical De-
partment of the University of Louisville, a
new era was born in the history of mediecal
eduzation in Kentueky. The transition from
the old order to the new regime was the re.
sult of the irresistible forces of evolution,
whereby medicine became intimately connect-
ed with biological and other allied seciences.
Medicine hecame a science and ceased to be
empirical, and medical education conformed
to the inevitable changs,

The old system was the outgrowth of the ap-
prenticeship which in early days was the es
tablished form of medical pupilage. A pros
peetive physician or surgeon beeame the ap-
prentice of an established physician, usually
one connected with an hospital, and often liv-
ed in the master’s home. He paid a certain
sum for board and tuition. Later this rela.
tion was known as preceptor and office pupil
which continued until very recent times.
Then several physicians and surgeons, usually
connected with the same hospital, banded
themselves  together. teaching different
branches, and took pupils in eommon, the
student paying each teacher by taking his
ticket for admission to his lectures. Thus was
cstablished the so-called proprietary medieal
schools, which were enlarged from time to
titne to meet the advancing requirements of
the medieal eurriculum.

Much adverse eriticism has been visited up-
on the medical schools which were the out-
growth of this syvstem of {leaching. While
many evils nndcubtedly existed, and the com
merecial spirit  beeame dominent in some
piaces, to the shame of the profession, these
were more tha exception than the rule. Striet.
ly speaking, all the medieal schools in
Ameriea would have to come under the heac
of proprietary schools in the times of which
we are writing. While in many instances the
college property was owned by a University
or Board of Trustces, the Faculty eonducted
the husiness of the cellege, paid the expenses
and divided the students’ fees among the pro-
fessors, This was true of the famous schools
in Philadelphia, New York and Boston as well
as in other parts of the country. This svstem
of edueation was the outgrowth of conditions
then existing in the TTnited States. The pop-
ulation was scattered over a wide territory,
and more doctors were required to serve the
people than would osbtain in a smaller area
with dense popnlation. In the greater part
of the eountry sducational facilities were in.
adequate to justifv a high preliminary re
quirement of the medieal student.
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In Lonisville, while the University of Lou-
isville owned the building, and Central Uni-
versity of Kentucky owned the building of
the HHospital College of Medicine, the connect-
ion between these Universities and the moedical
gchools was merely nominal and the schools
were conducted entirely independent of the
university autharities.

In the independent medical colleges, the
B3oards of Trustees exerted praectieally no
control over the standards and management
of the colleges, the faculties being in unre.
stricted anthority. Indeed, as a rule, the
rembers of the Board of Trustees took only
a nominal interest in the colleges. Under this
system with all its abuse of privilege, hun-
dreds of ecompetent and skilled physicians
were educated and the esprit de corps of the
profession was maintained throughout. The
leading medical schools voluntarily, and often
at personal pecuniary sacrifice, made extens
ive and eastly improvements in their facil-
itice for teaching., Under the new regime the
laboratory and the hospital ward have re-
placed the amphitheatre and erowded lecture
room. Demonstrative teaching and elinical
training by professional teachers have taken
the place of the teachers who were both teach.
ers and practitioners. The prolonged course
of pupilage and the preliminary education
neeessary for scientifie study are making a
new generation of doctors, wherein scholar-
ship and secientific attainments are the rule
instead of the exception.

The medical schools are now integral parts
of universitieg, and conform to the university
svstem of teaching. Laboratories and hos-
pitals afford the student unlimited facilities
for study and training. A college education
with special instruction in biology, chemistry
and the Latin langnage are requisite condi-
tions for admission to the study of medicine,
and the college diploma is no longer a license
for practice.

The old system had its day, and the man
who instructed with leeture and quiz prepar-
el the way for the greater achievements of
the present age. The seience of medieine has
initde wonderful strides in these latter years,
Lut there were great men and master minds
in the olden time.

Tewrs S. McMurTry
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I'OW LOUISVILLE SUCCEEDED LEX-

INGTON AS A CENTER OF MED-
ICAL EDUCATION.*

By Lunsrorp P. Y anperr, Sr., M.D.

Our =ountry was slow to embark in the
wedieal instruction of ‘her own sons. A cen.
tury and a half after the colonies were set-
tled the medical students of America were
still obliged to repair to the colleges of Eu-
rope for the completion of their studies. It
wus not until the UUniversity of KEdinburgh
had been attracting scores of young American
physicians across the sea for forty years, that
uny serious effort was made to establish a med-
ieal school on our continent. This honor be-
longs to Dr. John Morgan, who, by an address
remarkable for its earnest and sound argu-
me=nt, prevailed upon the trustees of the col-
lege of Philadelphia to found the institution
now represented by the Medical Department
of the University of Pennsylvania. This first
American school of medicine was organized
in 1765, while Dr. Franklin presided over the
Uollege. Three years afterwards a similar
institution was founded in New York, but fail-
e to command the success which has attend.-
ed the Philadelphia school. A medical facul-
ty was appointed in 1782 to give lectures on
the different branches of medicine in Har-
vard University; and in 1804 Dr. John B.
Davidge laid the fonndation of the medical
school at Baltimore. He had returned a few
years previously from the University of Edin-
burgh, where he formed the resolution, in
vomnmon with his fellow-students, Dr, Hosack,
and Dr. Samuvel Brown, of establishing a med-
ical school in  his native country. I have
heard him relate, that the project appeared to
the student of the old country extremely ab-
surd, and they made great sport of the embryo
professors of America. The opening of his
enterprise was anything but auspieious; his
first elass numbered only six, and his second
had but one addition to it. The rise of the
oth=r early American schools, though not
gnite so grardual as that of my old preceptor
and friend, was by no means rapid when com.
pared with these of our day. It remained for
the West fullv to develop the activity of such
institutions.

The tide of immigration had heen pourine
into the Valley of the Misissippi for more
than thirty vears, and the then Western
stu*es were still without a medical school.
Such students as counld afford the necessary
means resorted to the Atlantice colleges; those
who were unable to incur the expense entered

sExtracts from the Introductory Lecture of Dr. Yandell,
Delivered November 1. 1852
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upon the practice of their profession without
the advantage of publie instruction, Ken-
tucky, the pioneer of the new states, took the
lead in medieal education. With whom the
thought of founding a mediecal college in Lex-
ington first originated,® it is perhaps impos-
sible now to ascertain, but as early as 1816
some steps had been taken in that direction.

in the Faeulty of the Medical Department of
Transylvania University., These gentlemen
delivered a rourse of lectures to a class of
twenty students, of whom Dr. W. L. Sutton,
the First President of the Kentucky Medieal
Society. is one of the surviving members. The
result of this enterprise does not appear to
have heen satisfaetory ; troubles originated in

DOCTOR LUNSFORD P. YANDELL, Sr.
1805--1878

A teacher and writer of great indusiry and ability, and President of
the State Medical Society at the time of his death.

In that vear lectures were delivered by Dr.
Win. H. Richard=son while yet an nnder-grad-
unate in medicine. In 1817 he was associaterd
with Dr. Benjamin W. Dudley, Dr. Daniel
Iirake, Dr. James Blythe, and James Overton,

*1t would appear that Dr. Yandell was not advised of the
fact that “Early in 1809 at the first meeting of the Trustees
of the new Transyilvania University. they institmed "The
Medical Department’ of College of Transylvania. which
subseguently became so prosperouns and celebrated. by the
appointment of Doctor Samuel Brown as Professor of Chem-
jstry. Anatomy and Surgery. and Doctor Frederick Ridgely.
as Professor of Materia Medica. Midwifery aod Practice of
PPhysie™: that both these gentlemen accepted the dutles.
leetures and instructions being actually given by them and
their suceessors in the Intervening years up to 1515, when the
school was reorganized and put on 2 more permanent hasis.

the Faculty, and the school was suspended af-
ter a single session.

In the summer of 1819 the Faculty was re.
organized, Dr. Chag Caldwell and Dr. Samuel
Rrown taking the place of Dr. Drake and Dr.
Overton, the first of whom had in the mean.
time returned to Cincinnati, and the latter
had removed to Nashwville. Dr. Caldwell
bronght with him from Philadelphia a high
reputation hoth as a writer and a lecturer, Dr.
Brown was a man of showy parts, of varied

learning. of fine person, and elegant address.
Tir. Dudley had already given promise of that
rare surgical skill which has since rendered
him so distingmished. Dr. Riehardson had
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the reputation of being a successful praeti-
tioner of obstetries, and was recommended by
cordial and popular manners. Dr. Blythe,
the professor of Chemistry, was a learned
Presbyterian clergyman, and his connection
with the school was caleulated to conciliate
that large and influential body of Christians.

1'nder the direction of a Faculty thus con-
stituted it became at onee manifest that the
Medical Department of Transylvania Uni-
versity was soon to exhibit .an example of

PIONEEKXY OF
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new enterprise and had in it all the excite.
ment of novelty and hope. Its Faculty was
ardent, zealous and gifted. It was situated in
the midst of a wide country rapidly increas.
ing in population. The first session of the
school opened with a class of 37 pupils; ils
seeond class numbered 93: its third 138; its
fourth, 171. Before the commencement of the
fifth session, Dr. Drake, who had made an
ahortive effort to found a similar institution
in Cincinnati, was united to the Faculty, as

DOCTOR DANIEL DRAKE
1785--1852
Easily one of the ablest and moat versatile medical men of his
sge. A grest teacher and writer, and author of ""A Systematic

Treatise on the Principal Diseases of the Interior Valley of North
America," and other works of great value.

prosperity at that time unparalleled in the.
history of medieal schools. Its location had
great advantages at the time. Lexington,
‘froin its literary eminence, had acquired the
title of ‘*The Athens of the West.”” It was
the commereial as well as the literary em-
porium of the Western States. The late Dr
Iforace Holley, at that time President of the
U'niversity, with powers of display seldom
equalled, conferred upon the institution a re-
markable lustre. The medical school was a

I’rofessor of Materia Mediea. The number of
the succeeding class was 200 ; and that of the
sixth, 234, At the end of this session, Dr,
Rrown resigned the chair of Theory and Prac-
tice of Medicine, to whieh Dr. Drake was
transferred, and Dr. Chas. W, Short was elect-
ed Professor of Materia Medica and Medical
Botany. The ensuing elass. in the autumn ol
1625, pumbered 282 students. The one which
fcllowed was not so large, and the next de-
clined to 190. At the termination of this ses.
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sion, Dr. Drake resigned his professorship.
in the summer of 1827, Dr. John Esten
(‘ooke, who had attracted the attention of the
profession by some ahle papers in the Med:cal
Iiecorder, and by his “* Pathology and Thera-
peuties,”’ the first volume of which had just
been published, was invited from Winehester,
Virginia. to the chair of Theory and Practice,
The numivr of students the following winter
was only 150: but the next session exhibited
an inerease, and for several vears the classes
continuaed steadily to grow. In the spring of

the minds of the Faculty, that the school had
filled up the measure of its usefulness. Lex-
ington, the mosat eligible site for a medical
school when this was organized, was now ad-
mitted to be deficient in some of the elements
essential to the establishment of a great and
caduring institntion. With the advancement
of medical science in our country it had ceased
to he able to satisfy the demands of the pro-
fession. It had no hospital. and furnished
very precarious and inadequate means for
aratomical study. In the winter of 1835-36 it

DOCTOR JOHN ESTEN COOKE
1783--1853

1531, Dr. Blythe resigned the chair of Chem-
istry, and the writer of this rarrative was ap-
pointed his sueccessor, with the late Mr. H.
Ilulhert Eaton as assistant.  Unfortunately
for seience, this promising yvoung man was eut
off after participating in a single course of
lectures, dying of pulmonary consumption in
the 23rd vear of his age.

The institution in 1835 was again in a high-
1v HAourishing condition. Its classes had risen
ahove 260. To the eve of the common observer
all about it zave promise of stability; but ap-
pearanees were deceptive, and in the midst of
such suceess the convietion was forced upon

came to be felt and acknowledged by the Fae-
ulty that the department, if it was to be main.
tained in the position of ascendency which it
Lad enjoved from the beginning, must be
transferred te a situation possessing more ad-
vantages than were then afforded by that
beantiful city. Louisville suggested itself to
the mind of every member as a point combin-
ing all the facilities for a medical school, and
accordingly in the spring of 1836 it was re-
solved, with entire unanimity, to attempt to
remove it to this place,

When the period for carrying out this reso-
lution arrived, it was ascertained that the
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measure was impraeticable; the professors
might remove to Louisville, but the eitizens
of Lexington and the Trustees of the Univers-
ity would not entertain the proposition to
transfer the Medical Department. The agi-
tation of the question led to dissensions among
1the professors, and finally to a dissolution of
the Faculty; three of the members, Dr. Dud-
ley, Dr. Richardson, and Dr. Short remaining
in Lexingtor, Dr. Caldwell, Dr. Cooke and
myself aceepting places in the Louisville
Medical Institute,

The Medical Institute of Louisville was
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ed by these resolutions of the eitizens to
grant the square bounded by Eighth and
Ninth, and Chestnut and Magazine Streets, to
the Managers of the Medical Institute; and
they further resolved to ereet necessary build-
ings for a Mediecal school at a cost not to ex-
ceed $30,000, and to advance in cash for the
purchase of a library, anatomical museum,
and the requisite apparatus, an additional
sum of $20,000. On the 11th of April the
Board met. and accepted the donation of thw
eity. During the summer six professorships
were filled, Dr. Miller, who resigned his chair

DOCTOR CHARLES CALDWELL
1772--1853

chartered by the Legislature of Kentucky on
the 2nd of February, 1833, and various at.
tempts were made without suceess to put it in
operation; at length the citizens hecoming in-
terested in the projeet, a town meeting was
held, at which on the 30th of March, 1837, it
was resolved that there ought to be a college
in the city of Louisville, with Medieal an
Law Departments, and that it was expedient
that the Mayor and Council should proceed at
once to endow the first of these.

The Mayor and the Council were prompt-

i order that the Board might he entirely un-
etnbarmxgal in making their new arrange.
ments, being appointed to the chair of Obstet-
ries, Dr. Cobh to that of Anatomy, and Dr.
Jushua B. Flint to that of Surgery. To Dr.
Caldwell, Dr. Cooke and myself were assign-

ed the chairs which we had respectively held
in Transylvania University, namely, Insti-
tutes of Medicine, Theory and Practice, and
Chemistry. Subsequently I was transferred
to the chair of Materia Medica, and for one
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scason delivered leetures on that branch as
well as ehemistry.

The first course of leetures in the Medieal
Ingtitute was delivered in the upper rooms of
the City Waork-House, which stood npon the
site of our present edifice, to a class of 80 stu.
dents. The appearance and appointments of
the old structure in which we were to eom-
mence our labors were unattractive, strait-
ened, and comfortless enough; and now as 1
look back upon the new enterprise 1 can see
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nati and aceept the chair of Theory and Prae.
tica of Medicine there. One-half of the Fac-
ulty which had reared the school and con-
ferred npen it a full share of its reputation,
still remained identified with it. It had a
widely extended, influential, and devoted
vorps of alumni upon which it eould rely, and
it had a name among the medieal institutions
of the sountry which the suceess of nineteen
winters had been constantly strengthening
und extending.

PROFESSOR SAMUEL D. GROSS
1805--1854

From a photograph made in 1850

One of the famous surgeons of the world, and a great teacher
and author. Oneof the organizrers and carly Presidents of the State
Medical Society of Kentucky. and the American Medical Association.

that there were discouragements attending it
which might justify the misgivings of many
of its friends. The Lexington school was
again fully organized. The eitizens were
roused by the attempt to transfer to a rival
¢ity an institution which had heen so long »
cherished object of their pride, and were re-
solved to sustain it, Dr. Eberle, at that day one
of the most popular authors and teachers in
the eonntry, had been induced to leave Cinein-

Such was the School in the face of which
the Medical Institute of Louisville was to rise,
nor was Transylvania the only powerful rival
in its nmeighborhood. The Ohio Medieal Col-
lege, though erippled by the withdrawal of Dr.
Fberle and Dr. Cobb, was again organized,
and with many other advantages could boast
of a reputation as ancient as that of the sis-
ter institution at Lexington. The Cineinnati
Medieal College was also econtending vigorous-
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ly for the first rank among Western Medical
Schools, and when I tell you that Dr. Drake,
Dr. Parker, of New York, Dr. McDowell, of
St. Louis, the late Dr. Harrison, of Cincinnati,
and Dr. James B. Rogers, of Philadelphia, Dr,
Rives, now of the Ohio Medical College, and
my colleague, Dr. Gross, composed its Facul-
ty, you can judge with what chances there
were of success. Not a few of our friends
were dependent. Tt was doubted whether
we should have any students at the time we
proposed to commence our first course, and
some of us were kindly advised to give up the
project as hopeless.

But not so thought the Faculty. To their
minds it was evident that the enterprise must
prosper. Tt could not be doubted that Louis-
ville, from its geographical position and
many other natural advantages, must become
the seat of a great medical school, and the
citizens had wisely deereed the means neces-
sary to its establishment.

Our first class, T have mentioned, numbered
80 students, of whom 27 received the degree
of M. D. in the spring. The class at Lexing-
ton numbered 230, which was only about
twelve short of the preceding class.

It was a notable effort to found the first
medieal sehool in the West. It placed a lib-
cval medical education within the reach of
hundreds of meritorious young men who must
otherwise have grown old in their profession
without its advantages. The Transylvania
medieal school was a source of substantial
blessings to the country. They who founded
it and hy their labors gave to it its brilliant
reputation. were pioneers in medical educa-
tion. benefactors of their profession and their
race. and as such their names will live in the
memories of men.

Those who came to establish the medieal
scheol at Lonisville were also pioneers, They
were still bearing forward the light of our
beneficent seienee in the direetion in which
the ‘‘Star of Empire’” has so long held its
way. When the steeple which surmounts this
edifice was erected, it was the last reared in
honor of medicine upon which the sun shone
in his journey down the evening sky, the first
to greet the tmveler coming from the ‘‘far
west,”” Now it is one of the old schools; so
rapidly do snch institutions grow up in our
progressive country.

On the 22nd of February, 1838, the cor-
ner stone of this building was laid with Ma.
sonic honors, in the presence of a great con-
course of citizens, and the second course of
lectures was delivered in these rooms. At the
close of the first session, it appearing desir-
able to fill the vacaney in the Faeulty by the
introduction of Dr. Short, who had again.
after the dissolution of our faculty. accepted
a rhair in the Lexington school, 1 resigned the
- professorship of Materia Medica and was ap-
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pointed by the Board of Trustees to the chair
of Chemistry. The election of Dr. Short com-
pleted the organization. of the Institute. A
member of the Faculty was commissioned by
the Trustees to visit Furope for the purpose
of increasing the library, ehemical apparatus,
anatomical models and preparations, and
other materials of illustration for the sehool.
The second session opened under favorable
cireumstances. The new and splendid edifice
presented a strong eontrast to the old rooms
i which the ineipient exercises of the institu-
tion were condueted ; and the fine library and
snites of apparatus arrived from Europe in
good season to render the preparation for
teaching the several branches complete. The
second class numbered 120,

In the summer of 1839, the Cincinnati Med.
ical College suspended operations, and Dr.
rake. its founder. was elected Professor of
Clinical Medicine and Pathological Anatomy
in the Medical Institute, a chair created by
ihe Board of Trustees, on the recommendation
of the Faeulty, for the purpose of securing
the services of that experienced and able
teacher. It is worthy of remark that although
the effect of this innovation was to raise the
tuition fres of the Tnstitute above those of al}
the neighboring schools, it caused no abate-
ment, but rather an inerease in the ratin of
its growth. The number of its third class was
205. At the end of thig session Dr. Joshua
3. Flint retired from the school, and was
suceceded in the chair of Sureery by its pres-
eut inenmbent, Dr, Samuel D, Gross,

The elass had now grown to be so larze that
the usnal mode of giving clinieal instruction,
the students following the professors through
the wards of the hospital, and catching, as
they econld. the remarks made at the bedsides
of the patients, was found to be ineffectual;
and in order that this most important branch
of medical teaching might be rendered effiei-
ent and useful, the Faeulty determined. with
the consent of the ity Couneil, to erect a elin-
ieal theatre adjoining the Marine Hospital.
The following course of lectures was delivered
tn 209 students, and no portion of it was more
satisfactory than that which was given in tha
clinical amphitheatre. The effect of the im.
provement was felt to be most salutarv.
The succeeding class numhered 268.

In consecauence of the embarrassed state of
the eountry, the number of students declined
the ensuing seasion, and was only 190: hut the
institution soon recovered from the temporary
depression and the following vears exhibited
a rapid inerease. Tts sixth elasy reached 246:
ils seventh 290; and its eighth. 347. Tt was
now confessedly ahead of all the neichhorine
sehools, and probably hehind none in the eoun-
try except the two principal schools of Phila-
delphia.

During the winter of 1843-44, Dr. Cooke.
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wlio had retired to a farm in 1the neighborhood
of Louisville, gave notice to the Board of Man-
agers that he would vacate his chair in the
spring, a step which his deelining health
shortly afterwards would have rendered nee.
essary. He was the first of those who had
taken part in the organization of the school to
resign his seat in it. The peculiar medieal
theories and praetice of this original man have
heen extensively eommented upon, and are
known to every one who has read much of
American medicine. Whatever may be the
Jndgment of medical men eoncerning these,
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sion, the Legislature of Kentucky granted a
¢harter for the University of Louisville, of
which the Medical Institute was constituted
the Medical Department. By the provisions of
the charter. the Board of Trustees were to he
eleeted by the City CPouneil, and to hold office
for a limited period, instead of filling their
own vaecareies, and continuing in office for
life. as under the original charter. The first
class that assembled in the Medieal Depart-
ment of the University of Louisville number-
ed 357 students, and the second rose to 406.
This was in 1847, ten years from the com-

DOCTOR AUSTIN FLINT, Sr.
1812--1886

there ean he among those who have known
him intimately hut one opinion as to the pur-
ity and excellence of his eharacter. However
mistaken he mayv have been in any of his
views, no one ever doubced his sinecerity. No
ene ever associated long with him without the
eonvietion that he was a just, upright, and
thoronghly honest man. The feeble state of
his health has eompelled him entirely to ahan.
flon his prof-ssion, and for several vears past
he has lived on his farm, in Trimble countw,
on the hanks of the Ohio.

In Fehruary, 1845, during its eighth ses-

mencement of the enterprise, and I suppose
I am safe in saving. that no medical school
ever atfracted so many students in so short
a lﬁlnla. The number, the ensuing session, was
433,

Fxtensive changes in the Faculty took
place after the close of this session. In Feh.-
ruary. 1849, Dr. Drake signified to the Board
ef Trusiees that he would resign his profes-
sorship at the end of the ierm. Later in the
season the chair held hy Dr. Caldwell was va.
cated ; and in June. Dr. Short earried into
effect a wish which he had long indulged, of
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retiring from the turmeil which seems to be
inseparable from medieal schools. These pro.
fessors were all inen experienced, learned, and
widely known. Dr. Caldwell was for many
years one of the chief ornaments of Transyl-
vinia University, and by his energy and in-
dustry, his great learning, and his eloquence,
had contributed a full share to its rapid rise
und wide popularity. He was fur more active-
lv coneerned than any of his colleagues in pro-
curing from the city of Louisville the nohle
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would have taken a high rank in any mediecal
school. Dr, Short differed in the character of
his mind from hoth of his distinguished col-
leagrues, but possessed qualities which render-
ed him a most valuable officer. Iis high sei-
entifie attainments, the soundness of his judg-
mwent, his dignity and urbanity of manners,
his amiable temper, and hlameless life, addead
character and weight to the institution.
These eminent teachers were suecceeded hy
Dr. Elisha Bartlett. Dr, Lewis Rogers, and Dr.

et )

DOCTOR SAMUEL M. BEMISS.
1821-1884

A teacher in the University of Louiaville in early life, and
second State Registrar of Vital Statistica in Kentucky. Was a leader
in the profession of New Orleans, both as & teacher and practitioner,
anda member of the National Board of Health after leaving Louisville.

endowment of the Medical Institute, and his
reputation for learning and originality had
heen of the greatest service to the institution
in its earlier years. Dr. Drake was at the
height of his popularity, and in the full ma-
turity of his intellect. As a lecturer or writer.
he had made himself known to every edueated
American physician. With an unfailing zeal
in his profession, untiring industry, a mind
singnlarly aetive, vigorous, and comprehens-
ive, and an eleganee which never failed to ex-
cite and gratify the interest of his pupils, he

Benjamin Silliman, Jr., the latter in the
chair of Chemistry, the Board of Trusteey
having done me the honor to assign to me the
departinent of Physiology and Pathologieal
Anatomy. The influence of so0  extensive »
revolution was feared by some, but the sequel
proved that the institution had bhecome suf-
ficiently established in the confidence of the
publie to hear the change without luss. The
numher of the suncceeding class was 376, a
giin of more than forty upon the one of the
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previous year, and the largest but one ever
attracted to the University.

The prospeets of the school were never
brighter than they appeared to be at the close
of that session. There was not a speck to he
deseried upon its horizon in any direction. Its
I7aculty was united and harmonious; its pu-
pils had retired to their homes in the most fa.
vorable temper: it had heen now for several

versity of New York. Dr. Drake was recalled
hy the Board to the professorship which he
had formerly held, and Dr. Gross was succeed-
ed by Dr. Paul F. Eve, of the Georgia Medical
('ollege, at Augusta. The number of students
the session ensuing was 282,

At the close of his first course of lecturea
in New York, Dr. Gross returned to Louisville,
and Dr. Eve resigned the chair of Surgery

DOCTOR TOBIAS GIBSON RICHARDSON.
1827-1892

Teacher, Author, Surgeon.

tucky State Medical Society.

One of the Founders of the Ken-
One time President of the American

Medical Association. The later years of his life spent in New

Orleans.

vears far in advance of all the western
schools; all the omens were auspicious. But
bafore the opening of another collegiate year,
the Trustees were called upon to fill two va-
cancies in the faculty. Dr. Bartlett and Dr,
Gross, late in the summer of 1850, resigned
their places, and accepted chairs in the Uni-

in his favor. Dr. Gross was re-elected in
1351, and Dr. Eve, who had generously re-
linquished a plaece to which he felt that his
friend had stronger claims, was invited to a
chair in the medieal school about to be organ-
ized at Nashville. The number of the class,
as you are aware, was 262,
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HENRY MILLER, M. D.
By H. M. Goopman, M. D., Louisville,

Henry Miller was boru in Glasgow, Ken.
tucky, November 1, 1800). His father. whe
wage one of the first three settlers of Glasgow,
was a native of Maryland. After having re.
reived a good ecommon school edueation, at the
age of seventeeu, he entered upon the study
of medirine, in the office of Drs. Bainbridge:
and Gist. in his native town, where he remain-
ed two years. He then entered the Mediecal
School of Transyvlvania University, in Lex

tute, the first school of Medicine founded in
that eity. The faculty with which the institn.
tion started was one of distinetion. comprising
s, Charles Caldwell John Esten (‘ooke,
Lamsford . Yandall, who had been members
of the Transylvonia Medieal School, and Drs.
Cobb and Flint. The list was completed hy
the appointirent of Dr. Henry Miller to the
chair of Ohstetries, The school was, in 1846,
werged into the University of Louisville. Dr.
Miller retaining his professorship until 1858,
Having served continuously for twenty-three
vears and feeling the need of a cehange. he,

DOCTOR HENRY MILLER

1800-- 1874

ington, where he graduated in 1821. Such
was his proficiency that he was at once ap-
pointed demonstrator of anatomy, in which
position he laid the foundation of the high
reputation he achieved later. Subsequently,
he attended a course of lectures in Thila-
delphia and, upon his return to Kentucky, be-
gan the practice of medicine in Glaszow. Tn
1827, he moved tn Harrodshurg, Kentucky,
and practiced his profession with suceess un
til 1835, when he was ealled to Louisville te
aid in the organization of the Medical Insti-

in that yvear, resigned his c¢hair ami devoted
himself to his private practice. In this, his
great skill and thorough knowledge of his pro
fession gave him a large patronage and he
gsoon became a fovorite family physician, In
1367, he was recalled to the institution. amd
was for two years, professor of metical and
surgical diseases of women. when he again re.
signed.  Subsequently, he aceepted a similar
chair 1o the Lonisville Medical College, holid-
ing it at the time of his death, whirh occurre!
February 18, 1874,
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Dr. Miller was an extensive writer upon
medical topies and, in addition to many mono-
graphs on various suhjeets, was the anthor of
iwo standard mediecal works. The first, en-
titled, ** Theoretical and Practical Treatise on
1Tuman Parturition.’’ was published in 1849,
and the second, “‘ Prineiples and Practice of
Obstetries,”” several yvears later. The latter
heeame the text hook in most of the schools of
the day, and still ranks among the very first
in this day medieal literature, as a standard
authority, especially the chapters relating to
the Mechanism of Lahor, which have been but
slightly c¢hanged since he first published his
views, He enjoved to an unusual degree the
satisfaction nf heing recognized and appreei-
ated in his lifetime, instead of looking for-
ward 1o posthumons fame. By both the medi-
cal fraternity and the laity, he was esteemed,
honored and heloved. In additicn to his mem-
hership in manv loeal and state societies, he
was a memher of the American Medical Asso-
ciation, and its president in 1859. In religious
association. he was a Preshvterian. His style
was particularly terse and lueid, his jude
meat admirable. his success eminent. It 1is
not too muech to say that there is not a living
1-upil, of the thonsands who listened to his lee-
tures on wuterine hemorrhage, who ecan not
vividly recall the pirture, when he said with
characteristic earnestness, ‘‘the Hand,—the
Iland,—Gentlemen.”’

His wife. to whom he was married June 24,
1424, was Miss (larrissa Robinson, daughter
of William and Clarrissa Robinson of an old
Virginia familv. Of the children born to them
six attained maturity. Dr. Wm. E. Miller,
George Miller. Dr. Edward Miller, Mary
Miller, Henrietta Miller, and Caroline D.
Miller, wife of Dr. John Goodman of Louis
ville,

DR. THEODORE S. BELL.
By Hexev A. Correnn, AM.. M.D. Louisville.

Theodore Stout Bell, philanthropist, phy-
sician, teacher, writer and philosopher, was
horm in Lexington, Kentucky, in 1807. He
was of humhle parentage and, losing his
fatiher in childhood. was put to work for the

support of his widowed wmother. He began
life as a newshoy and later learned the tailor-
ing trade. His love of learning soon asserted
itself. and in spite of unfavorable surround-
inzs he made r-sl advancement in the acqui-
sition of knowledge. The words of Edward
IHolmes, spoken of a famous old-world musical
genius, apprapriately apply to Bell: ““Such a
career is hardly to bhe coneeived unsupported
hyv the conscionsness of a great destiny, and
its seerst sustainings from within,”” Indeed.
the onlv evidence of vanity he ever displaved
was in the exhibition of the needle with which

KENTUCKY MEDICAL JOURNAL.

he cupported himself and mother while he was
acqniring the rudiments of his edneation.

He was ably assisted in his studies by Mr.
James Logue, a learned teacher of Lexington,
who without pay devoted his after school
hours to teaching this boy, whose talents gave
promise of a  brilliant future. Later Bell
studied with the great surgeon. Dudley, who
found “or him a way to enter the Transyl-
vania School of Medicine, from which he grad-
nated in the vear 1832. and soon thereafter
came to Lonisville, where for 52 vears he lived
and labored for the fame of medicine and the
glorv of humanity. Though no politician
there was no public measure for good that did
not enlist his sympathy and support. Noiably
in this line was hisg effort to bring the Transvl-
vania University to Louisville. This failing,
he was largely instrumental in the ereation of
the Louisville Medieal Institute. which ealled
Caldwell, Yanderll and Cooke to Louisville,
and out of which grew the University of
Louisville. He wrote voluminously in he
half of the development of his City, and in
favor of public improvements.

He was editorially connected with the Lou-
isvile Journal and was the family physician of
its great editor, George I). Prentice. In 1838,
with Dr. L. P. Yandell. Sr., he founded the
Lowisville Medienl Journal and later, in 1840-
41. with Yandell and Dr. Henry Miller, estab-
lished the Western Journal of Medicine and
Swrgery.

In 1857 h« was made professor of the Sei-
ence and Art of Medicine and Public Hyeiene
in the University of Louisville, a pesition
which he held until his death. In 1833 he
married Susanne Hewitt, a sister of one of
Lomisville's most famous physicians Dr. R, C.
Hewitt, To this union was horn one child, a
son, Carson Hewitt Bell. In 1861 he was
made president of the Kentucky braneh of the
Tinited States Sanitary Commission. The
Kentueky Institute for the Blind, for whose
promotion he labored with fond solicitnde,
vnder hiz inflnence and wise counsel as
president of its hoard of visitors, became
one of the foremost institutions of its kind in
Ameriea.

Dr. Bell was a man of vast and varied
learring, and a writer of peeuliar grace and
force, His medieal writings embrace a wide
range of topies but his favorite themes were
hygiene und the epidemic diseases. His ca-
reer antedated the bacteriological era. Tt is
true that the Barillug Anthracis had heen seen
in the blood of infected animals hy Pollender
in 1849 and by Davaine in 1850, who. in 1863,
demonstrated its cansal relation to Charbon,
and that Pasteur in 1879 established its iden-
titv by pure enlture. and that Koch had dis-
covered the bacillus tuberculosis in 1882, hut
Bell did not live to see the era of bacterio-
logical medieine, nor did he ever come to a
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elear understanding of the causal relation of
microbes to anthrax and tuberculosis; while
he seorned the doetrine that epidemie diseascs
like eholera, vellow fever, the bubonie plague,
and malaria, could he eaused by anything but
his three etiological factors, heat, moisture,
and vegetabla decomposition, and the state-
ment that malaria is caused by a plasmodium
varried by the mosquito, would have shocked
his pnerves bevond reeovery. So powerfully,
and so plausibly did Dr. Bell urge and seem.
ingly demonstrate his erroneous theories tha!
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Louisville. His memorable **isothermie line'’
s0 far as it defined the limits of the great epi-
tlemies, like Mason and Dixon’s Line and its
supposed limitation of the area of slavery.
went into the limbo of the unproved and im-
practieable. . Bell was a savage contre-
versialist and in his many word battles gener-
ally dewned his oppenent with the scorn of
invective sarcasm, vet he was pertle and af-
feetionate in disposition. loving  his friends
amdd not hating his enemies,

He was an almost incessant reader, having

DOCTOR THEODORE S. BELL
1807 --1884

thev attracted the attention of medical mag-
nates abroad and eaused some of his students
tc go to their death in certain vellow fever,
and cholera, epidemics of the South, vainly
trusting in his sovereign prophylacties, to-
wit : high sleeping apartments. and quinine:
while many of aur eitizens lost their lives in
the epidemie of 1873, because of his unequivo-
einl eontention that vellow fever could not de-
velop a single indigenous case, in a place of
the latitude, and daily mean temperature, of

Lis tables and ~ven his hed piled with hooks
vhich ke read and studied far into the night,
allowing himself only four hours of the twen-
ty-four for sleep,

Pr. Bell was, in the true sense of the word,
a Christian man. No life more fully than his
illustrated the teachings of Jesus Christ. He
galidl all that he had and gave to the poor, and
litzrally took ne thought for the morrow,
knowing thar ITe who marks the fall of the
sparrow and hecds the young raven’s eryv for
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food, would keep his covenant with his aged,
faithful servant.

He died alone and unattended, but this was
as he wished to die. At least it was his oft ex-
pressed desire that he might fall with the har-

ness on. On the day before his death he was,
tho:ugh in very feeble health, atterding to his
practice, and on the morning when his dea?
body was fonnd, it was evident from the con.
diticn of the room that he had passed mmeh
of the night at his desk with his books, as was
his wont. This seeming austerity of manner
argues none in heart. No man had mere
friends than Dr. Bell; no man loved his
friends hetter than he, or was better loved in
return by his friends. His death. although
his span of life had measured almost the full
limit of the Psalmist, ecarried sorrow to very
many hearts. and seem to awaken in the
whole eommunity the sense of an irreparable
loss. Thousands thronged to view his body as
it lay in state, and his obsequies were those of
a patriarch.

It is fitting that we close with the eloquent
tribute written by Dr. E 8. Gaillard, who,
Jduring his sojourn in Louisville, was editor of
the Richmond and Louisville Medical Journal,
and a professor in a rival school. He had mor=
than one tilt with Bell, who had scorned him
most nnmercifully, Dr. Gaillard’s feet were
on the brink of the dark river when he wrote
this noble. just and forgiving tribute: De
martnts »il nisi honum:

““He deserved well of his generation, and
whatever mayv he the encomiums it shall ren-
der, the just will sav that he was worthy of
them all. Even those who were not permitted
t. he the intimates of Dr. Bell must feel sad
over the end of such a life; over the lonelv
termination of a life so strong, so useful, so
worthy, so admirable; this sad, almost mys-
terions passing away of a rngeed, lonely,
strong and genuine man. How like his last
davs to those of Thomas Carlvle: secluded.
sad. vet laherions. independent, nseful. The
last day. the last hours. spent in work: and
when the golden howl was broken it was, as
ever, heside the fonntain where it had so often
heen filled to overflowing. Where else should

the mental lahorer wish to die, if not amid
the silent companions of his life-work? A
lonely, solitary death; but an eloquent one,
for it declares the choice and the character
of » well-spent life!”’
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DAVID W. YANDELL, M. D.. L.L. D.

A Loving Tribute by His Daughter,
Mgrs. Magia Yaxpeon. RoBerrts.

David Wendel Yandell was born on the 4th
day of September, 1826, at Craggy Bluff, his
father’s eountry home, six miles from Mur-
freeshoro, Tennessee, a spot whereon was
{::ught one of the bloodiest battles of the Civil

i

The ancestors of the Yandell’s came from
England and settled in South Carolina
Whether they were of Captain Christopher
Newport’s importation or not. we do not
knoaw ; but that they were chivalry of the ehiv-
#lrous is we'l attested by the fine intelleet,
manly beautyv, personal courage, and gentle.
manly hearing of all who have held this hon-
ored name. For twn generations, in this
country, his family had been distinguished in
medieine. Hie grandfather, Dr. Wilson Yan-
dell, was one of the most noted physicians of
his loeality. His father was the eminent Dr.
Lunsford Pitts Yandell, of blessed memory, a
pioneer of medical education in the West. a
professor in Old Transylvania and one of the
founders of the Medical Department of

the TTniversity of Louisvillee. His mother
vaz Spsan Juliet Wendel, whose father
Travidd Wendel. was a substantial Mer-

ckant of Murfreeshoro, a man of high stand-
ing and probity. In her were combined
all nature’s choicest gifts. With nuncommon
beauty of form and features were united rare
intelleetual endowments. To David descended
the aneestral gifts in measure full and over-
Aowing. Tn him was the eulmination of the
genins of the Yandell family.

When five vears of age, his family moved
to the heart of the hluegrass region. ** Classic
Lexington.”” Doubtless it was here that Yan-
dell 1aid the foundation for that fondness for
horses. dogs. the hunt and the chase which
were to be the chief sources of his recreation
dnring his long and laborions professional
earcor, At the age of eleven, the family mov.
ed to Teuisville, where David was placed un-
der the eare of the famous educator, Nohle
Butler. Later he attended several sessions at
('onire College, Danville, where he seems no
to have heen a methodieal students, for he left
the school without a diploma and entered up-
on *he study of medicine, under his father’s
direction. in the Universitv of Louisville. He
eraduated from this school in 1846. Like

ioldsmith, Beethoven, Seott and other great
men. he is ssid not to have heen a brilliant
student. [t was even hinted. hv enemies, of
course, that he graduated in medicine only by
“the grace of God and the good will of the
faeulty.”” and upon the further condition tha
he shonld go at once to Europe and make up
for lost time, Be this as it may, the young
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fl-dgling in medicine loved science and thirst-
ed for knowledge; and these qualities, rein-
forced by keen powers of observation, a mar-
velously retentive memory, a philosophie fac-
vlty for digesting and assimilating what he
suw, heard and read, enabled him to acquire
a finished culture and an erudition in things
weedieal and non-medical of imposing breadth
and depth. His sojourn in Europe lasted
about two years, During this time, which
was spent chiefly in London, Dublin and
Puris, he studied medicine, learned the
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this series, Dr. Yandell showed that a saying
ke was wont to quote in after years was not
the maxim of a flippant tongue, but a real
working formula, ‘*1 am a man, and think
nothing foreign to me which pertains to hu-
wanity.”’

The letters show not only a knowledge of
men, their arts and institutions, remarkable
in & voung man of twenty, but a command of
langnage and a finished style seldom seen in
vne s0 young. The letters pertaining to his
profession were written in 1347, during the

DOCTOR DAVID W. YANDELL

1826--1898

A leading surgeon of Louisville, a great teacher, editor and orator, and
President of the American Medical Association.

French language, and aequired much of that
knowledge of men, manners and customs
which made him the wonder of all who knew
him in subsequent years. This period is
marked hy two series of letters. One was on
the people and their institutions. It was con-
tribnted to the Loutsville Journal, which was
¢dited by George D. Prentice. The other was
on Medicine, and was published in the West-
crn Medical Journal, edited by Drs. Drake,
L. P. Yande!l and Colescott. In the first of

second year of his pilgrimage. They are in
the style of a master, full of facts, common
sense and philosophic comment. They are
classics in medieal literature. But the power
und perspicacity of his style ‘‘grew with his
growth and strengthened with his strength,’’
until in later life his forceful dietion and
power of condensation, clearness and bril-
lianey vivaled the classic periods of Sir
Thomas Watson, or the glowing sentences of
Macauley.
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His European sojourn ended, Yandell re.
turned to Louisville and began in earnest the
practice of his profession. Young, brilliant,
incisive, with a charming presence and ad-
dress and ftine professional equipment, he was
suon well upon the way to suceess. He was
appointed demonstrator of anatomy in his
Alma Mater, and in this office aequired that
intimate knowledge of the human body and
that deftness of hand which in time made him
Jucile princeps i sargery. In 1851, his health
gave way and eompelled him to relinquish, for
a time, prefessional work. Buying a farm
near Nashville, Tennessee, he devoted two
vears to the pursuit of agrieulture.

Retrieving health in his country retreat,
Yandell came back to Louisville and entered
upon his professional work with renewed
vigor and a most phenomenal suceess. It was
+t this time that he csiablished ' The Stokes
Dispensary,”’ amd thus became the founder ot
i elinleal teaching in the West. His practice
grew to imposing proportions and he soon
made for bimself a great name as a teacher of
medieine, He was soon made professor of
(linieal Medicine in the University. His work
heve was dlestined to be brief. The Civil War
was upon the country, and the young doctor
hecame a soldier, easting his lot with the
Southern canse. He enlisted at Bowling
Gireen under ZGeneral Buckner, but was soon
transferred to General Hardee's command.
from which he was taken by General Alberm
sidney Johnston, who made him medieal di-
rector of the departinent of the West. Dr.
YVandell continued to fill the high office of
inslieal direetor till the close of the war, serv-
ing suecessively on the staffs of Generals
Ieanregard, Hardee, Joseph E. Johnston and
Kirky Smith. He was in the battles of Shi
loh, Murfreeshoro and Chickamauga. He was
alwavs a soldier of soldiers, calm ard brave
in the face of danger, and unflinching to duty.
His department was admitted to be one of the
Lest ordered in the serviee.

At the close of the war, Dr. Yandell return-
¢ to Lounisville, where he was welcomed alike
by T'nionists and Confederates. A meeting
of the American Medical Association was ap-
pointed to take place in Cincinnati in 1865.
Iierween the vietorious UUnionists and the con-
guered Confederates. the feeling was intense
wnd bitter, and the gap in friendship, alreadv
wide, was widening. Dr. Yandell took the in-
itiative in ‘‘shakine hands over the bloody
chasm.’’ with his northern brethren. In a
noble, peace-making speech, wherein he nomi-
nated his great master. Dr. Gross, for the
presidency, he ecarried the day for harmony,
Latred was deposed. and brotherly love en-
throned. Thus the medical profession was
the first tn substitute the white banner of

peace for the blood-stained ensign of war. At
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this meeting, Dr. Yandell was elected one of
thic four vice-presidents of the Association.

in 1867, Dr. Yandell was elected to the
chatir of the Seience and Practice of Medicine
in the University. In 1869, he was made pro-
fessor of (linical Surgery, a chair which he
helil til) the close of his earthly career. As a
tracher of elinical surgery, he probably had
no superior in the world. Tall, Apollo-like
in form, graceful, handsome, not selfeonsci-
vus, with flowing chestnut locks, deep brown,
peletrating eves, a face lined by thought,
and so museled as to express every gamuf
of ¢motion from smiles and tears to tempest-
uous passion, with a rich, sonorous, baritone
voice modulated to every mood, and with ges-
tare, pose amd action spited to the word, he
wis an orator of overwhelming power.

Asg a surgeon, Dr. Yandell was pre-eminent,
In nperating, he eut to the line and to the re-
quired depth with geometrical precision. His
dressings were bheautiful, while his treatment
of wounds, surgical and accidental, was char-
acterized by a serupulous cleanliness whieh
svemed nothing less than a propheey of the
sinee splendid trinmphs of aseptic surgery.
Ilis gentleness, tenderness and sympathy in
dealing with the sick were proverbial all over
thie wide field of his great practice. He was
a wit and had he been so minded might have
entered this field of literature in suecessful
rivalry with Douglas Jerrold, Artemus Ward,
Josh Billings, Mark Twain and their like, He
was a royal host. Whenever a dignitary was
to be entertained hy the City, Yandell always
headed the committee of entertainment. His
fame as a conversationalist was co-extensive
with the English-speaking profession.

In 1870, Dr. Yandell, in conjunction with
). Theopilus Parvin, established the Amer-
ican Practitioner, which at onee took a com-
manding position in medieal literature and
continued to influence medical opinion for
sixteen years, when it was comhined with the
Medical News. As an editor he was consei-
entious and painstaking. He was a pungent
and witty paragraphist. One of his own sci-
entifie papers, published in the second volume
of the Practitioner, has become elassic in med-
ieal literature, Tt is an analvsis of 415 cases
of tetanus. The work was done with the as-
sistance of the late Dr. R. 0. Cowling. The
conelusions to whieh this analysis led have
heen gquoted in nearly every great work in
general surgory that has appeared sinece 1870,
I 1871, Dr. Yandell was elected president of
the American Medical Association, the high.
est honor that can be conferred upon a phy-
sician. He presided at the subsequent meet.
ing with so much graece, dignity and ability
that the eelebrated Dr. Bowditeh. of Boston,
publiely expressed the wish that he might be
made president of the Association for life.

In 1870, Dr. Yandell again vigited Europe,
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where he wrote another series of sprightly
and instruective letters, which were publish-
ed in his own journal of that year. His last
visit to Europe was in 1880. In 1886, he was
ware Surgeon-(General of the State Guard.
In 1889, he was elected President of the
American Surgical Association. His address
as retiring president of that body, at its meet-
ing in Washington, in 1890, was on Pioneer
Surgery in Kentucky. It is exquisitely writ-
ten, and reecites the great deeds of Brashear,
MceDowell and Dudley. Just about this time
he was made a representative of the American
Medieal Association to the medieal societies of
Lwrope. He was also a fellow of the Medical
Society of London, a member of the Medico-
Chirurgieal Society, showing how the Euro-
pean profession recognized his position in the
medieal world,

Hunting was his favorite pastime. He had
hunted from Maine to Georgia, from the Yel-
lowsione to the Rio Grande, from the Bear-
girass to the Sacramento. Among the fellows
of his field sports were found eelebrities, home
and foreign, of every ealling and rank, from
eonmon life to royalty.

Dr. Yandell was a good fighter and a fair
hater. He could give and take hard blows, but
he loved with a greai heart and with a con-
stuncy that knew no change. His reverent re.
gard for his great master, Dr. Gross, attests
this truth. This love began when Gross was
a Professor in the 1iniversity, voung, inex.
perienced, unknown to fame, and when Yan.
dell was his student and assistant. The love
was returned by the master in good measure,
and when the master died, Dr. Yandell crys
tallized his memory in an epitaph, engraved on
the tomb of Dr. Gross, which will live among

epitaphs so long as our language shall last.

Dr. Gross and Dr. Yandell. master and pu-
pil. ** were lovely and pleasant in their lives,”
and let vs hope that in death they are not d*-
vided ; for of them it may be said with equal
truth as of Saul and Jonathan, ‘‘they were
swifter than eagles; they were stronger than
lions.””

It was now the beginning of the last decade
of the 2entury, and Dr. Yandell was an old
1man. Though ereet in hody and sage and elo-
quent in conversation, he felt, and those who
loved him eould see, that the fiery splendor of
his wonderful soul must ere long ‘‘fall into
ahatement and low priee.”’

He seldom went out after night, was less
attentive to practice, had less confidence in
operating and wrote but little. He continued,
however, to find solace in his books, hower, or
fireside, and leaned more upon the bosom of
his trnsted household. where loving hearts
and willing hands were ever ready to antiei-
pate his every behest, to lighten the burden

of aceumulating vears, and make smooth and
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beautiful the sunset of his devoted life. He
died on the second of May, 1898, at his home,
which had heen his own and his father’s,
since 1848,

EARLY HISTORY OF OVARIOTOMY IN
LOUISVILLE.*

By Davip W. YanpeLL, M. D.

It may be remembered by some members
now present that in a paper entitled an ** Ab
stract of Six Cases of Ovariotomy,”” which 1
had the honor of reading at the last annual
weeting of the Society, 1 ineluded a case
where the operation was incomplete, by rea-
son of the adhesions making it impossible to
remove the eyst. I will not repeat here what
] said then, bur will take up the case where
I left it at that time.

The tumor continued to refill, and discharg.
ed great quantities of purulent fluid. Almost
every known antiseptie and astringent inject-
ion was employed, but without avail. A largc
drainage-tube constantly worn hecame indis-
pensable; frequent cleansing of the cyst was
equally so. The patient, however, regained
her health, and went to her home, in Illinois,
in the summer. She has continued in good
general health sinee, thongh unable to give
np: the drainage-tube until a few months ago,
when it eame out: and being unable to re-in-
trcduce if, she has since gone without it,
while the eyst had not appreciably refilled. 1
hardly dare hope, however, that the cure will
e permanent.

1 have performed ovariotomy but three
times gince I had the honor to be appointed a
special committee on that subject. One of
these, performed on a lady aged sixty from
Lexington, Ky, and kindly sent to me by the
late lamented Prof. Bush and Dr. Skillman,
was successful, the patient returning home in
six weeks after having a tumor removed which
with its contents weighed one hundred and
fourteen pounds. )

The second and third cases terminated very
differently. The second case was placed in
my care by Dr. Durrett, a medical friend liv-
ing near Louisville. The patient was an un-
married lady, aged nineteen, of excellent eon.
stitution and health, from Anderson County,
Kentucky. The tumor had been first noticed
about two years hefore, had grown very slow-
ly until a few months prior to its removal,
and had been nnattendeéd by any severe at-
tacks of abdeminal pain, or until recently by
appreciable constitutional disturbance. The
abdomen was opened by the long incision ; the
contents of the tumor, which consisted of a
straw-colored albuminous fluid. were drawn
uff, and the evsts removed with greater ease

*Read bwefore the State Medical Society at Henderson in
1875,
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than I had ever met with in any previous
operation. There were no adhesions. 1t was
not necessary to carry even a finger into the
abdominal cavity. The tumor was composed
of one jarge and several smaller eysts, and
weighed along with its contents about twenty
pounds. On the second day after the opera-
tion peritonitis set in, and in two more days
proved fatal.

The third case was sent to me from Missis-
sippi, and was in the person of a married wo-
man, aged fifty, a mother, who had neticed
an abdominal growth for some years before
applying to me. It had been tapped many
times, and large quantities of fluid had been
removed. For many months before I saw her
the tappings were required to be made in the
epigastric region; for, if made below that lo-
cality, the amount of fluid which flowed away
was too small to give any relief to the ahdom-
imnal tension and dyspnoen, hoth of which at
times were extreme, The lady was full of cour-
age and of hope, with first-rate appetite am!l
very fair general health. An incision through
the ahdominal walls revealed a multiloeular
tuinor, which was so zenerally and firmly ad-
Lerent that no amount of such skill as 1 pos.
sessed enabled me to detach it sufficiently to
allow of the introduction of even the half of
niy hand. The tumor was tapped, but only a
small amount of jelly-like fluid escaped. The
gentlemen present all concurring that the op-
evation could not be completed, the wound
was carefully closed in the usual way. The
patient experieneed but little shoek ; but when
cwide aware of the failure to remove the tu-
vior she expressed extreme disappointment,
soon hecame greatly depressed, and abandon.
ed all hope, if not also all desire, of recovery.
she died of peritonitis on the fourth day.
I'rof. Cowling, Dr. Roberts and myself were
occupied for more than an hour after her
death in removing the tumor, which, originat-
ing in the left ovary, was attached literally to
everything in the abdominal eavity exeept the
stomach. OOn examination it proved to be a
mwixed tumor—partly ecolloid, partly almost
solid.

These three cases, with the six previously
reported, give me a total of nine cases, with
five recoveries.

In order to add to the interest of a report
which, if it embraced an account only of my
own work in this field within a twelvemonth,
would be but a poor return for the honor
done me by the society, I have endeavored to
gather a brief history of the operation of
ovariotomy as it has becn done in the city of
Louisville and the county of Jefferson. If 1
aceomplish no other result hy this undertak-
ing. 1 shall at least lighten the labors of my
sueccessors in this field, by furnishing them
in an aecessible form with the statistics of the
operation in thie loeality up to this date.
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The first ovariotomy performed in the ¢
of Louisville was in 1548, and was done by
the late Prof. Henry Miller; the second was
in 1540, by Prof. Gross; the third was in the
sume year, by Prof. Bayless, Dr. Miller did
his second operation in 1859, his third in 1860,
a#ndd all these were successful. Between the
laiter period and 1868, he operated on thre:
oiher cases, all of which terminated fatally.
Prof. Middleton Goldsmith did ovariotomy
ouce in this eity while residing here, but in
what vear I have been unable to ascertain.
The result I learn, however, was unfortunate.
The late FProf. Bayless operated five times in
this eity with a fatal result in every case. Dr.
McLean, then professor of surgery in the
Kentueky School of Medicine, and an opera-
tor of undoubted skill, operated in 1869, The
patient, who was a young unmarried woman,
resided in Louisville. Prof. MecLean made
ihr short inecision, and removed a unilocular
tumor, which was without adhesions. Death
occurred in a few hours from shock.

Dr. Garvin has given me the following ae-
count of his first and only ecase. Patient un-
married, aged thirty years, healthy; tumor
first observed two years before operation,
which was done in 1869; long incision; ex-
tensive adhesions : tumor multilocular; pediela
long, secured by ligature. Death in nine
hours from shock.

Through the kindness of Dr. Thos. J. Grif-
fiths I have the following brief outlines of a
case oceurring in his practice, and operated
on in 15872 by Dr. W. H. Newman, formerly
of this eity. Patient aged forty-four years,
married ; observed tumor four years before;
had been tapped three times ; long ineision : no
adhesions: tumor unilocular; pedicle secured
by ligature; extra-peritoneal. Dr. N., being
ol the opinion that the fatality which had at-
tended ovariotomy in Louisville might per-
haps he due in some degree to the nausea
which so often follows chloroform narcosis,
operated without an anesthetic. His patient
died two days after of exhaustion,

My friend Dr. E. O. Brown has had one
cise of ovariotomy in his practice, the opera-
1ion, at his regnest. having been performed by
I'rofessor J. M. Keller in November, 1873.
The patient was married and aged thirty-five
years, The tumor was multilocular; long in-
cision; ligature: extra-peritoneal. The pa-
tient dird in about thirty hours.

Prof. Cowling has operated twice, hoth
cases proving fatal. Prof. Ireland has oper-
ated once. The subject was forty-three years
old, married ; had noticed the tumor for sev-
rral vears. On one occasion, one or more of
the cysts had burst, the fluid eseaping into
the peritoneal cavity with evident diminu
t1ivn in the size of the tumor. She had at this
time rigors, sinking. extreme abdominal pain.
and other symptoms of peritonitis. Some
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months after this she was tapped and the
fluid in the peritoneum withdrawn. Ninety
days subsequent to the tapping the tumor was
removed through the long ineision and the
pediele tied externally. There were extensive
adhesions. The patient recovered well from
the ehloroform, and for four hours was ecom-
fortable. She then vomited and experienced
a gush of fluid from the wound. This she
niistook for blood, and was seized with the ap-
prehension of sudden dissolntion. Although
assured that no hemorrhage had taken place,
she grew cold, the pulse sank, and in spite of
well-directed treatment she expired within
twenly hours. The cyst contained a bunch of
hair as large as the fist, and several well-
formed teeth, the roots of which were imbed.
ded in the eyst walls.

Prof. A. B. Cook operated on the following
ease in 1871: Mrs. —, age thirty years. the
mather of three children. the yvoungest eight-
teen months old, had observed an abdominal
tumor six months before. One of the eyvsts waa
emptied by the aspirator of six quarts of pur.
ulent flnid. A month later a multilocular
tumor was removed by the long incision,
There were very firm adhesions. embracing a
large portion of the parietal peritoneum, the
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sseending and deseending colon, and portions
of the small intestines, The pedicle was short,
was seecured by ligature and dropped back in
to the abdomen, the ends of the liguture being
brought out at lower angle of wound. Death
ensued in seventy-two hours from shock.
the autopsy revealed that the abdominal
wound had united by first intention. Those
purtions of the peritoneum and intestines
which had been adherent to the tumor were
glued together by plastie fibrin; the pediele
was well glazed. There were no evidences
anywhere of undue inflammatory aetion. and
but a few spoonfuls of serum in the pelvie
cavity.

Dr. W. L. Atlee operated in 1872 in this
city on a middle-aged unmarried lady, remov-
ing a unilocular unadherent tumor by the
staall ineision. The patient died in about seven-
ty hours from exhaustion.

Dr. Dunlap, of Ohio, removed some time
during the war an ovarian tumor in this eitv
with a sueecessful result.

It will thus be seen that ovariotomy has
heen done in Lieuisville and Jefferson County
thirty-six times, resulting in nine recoveries
and twenty-seven deaths.




IV. THE GENERAL KENTUCKY GROUP

FOREWORD

The arrangement adopted for this group, as
is trire to an extent of all of the others, in-
volves an unavoidable anachronism. In faet,
bt for the convenience of the reader. and a
natural tendeney of writers and speakers to
complicate the simplest subjeets by attempts
at division and classification, all of the biog-
raphies and papers contained in this volume
niight well have been placed in this one gen-
eral group.

Iiesides, broadly considered, there was much
in common in both the origin and accomplish-
ments of these remarkable men. Nearly all of
them sprang from what is distinetly known in
this part of the Union as the cavalier elass,
""he office of the preceptor, rather than the
medical school, as 1t is to-day, was then the
portal to the profession, and only those were
addmitted to the study of medicine who either
came of good families and had ability, or who
themselves had exceptional ability and char-
acter: which always presupposed a far higher
education than was required for entranee to
the medical schools during and for a long
period after the eivil war. Admitted to the
study of medicine after suech tests, the train-
ing was far more thorough and praetical than
that of the eommercial medieal schools of the
after the war regime. Such a student hand-
led, ecompounded, often gathered., the drugs.
and, incidentally, was something of a botanist
and nature student, and he was mercilessly
drilled in anatomy. physiology and the other
fundamential branches, and diffienlt ohstetrieal
operations and other practice, and searcely
less important. was a constant observer. often
teok a modest part in the simple and natural,
but highlvy affable, social methods which ob-
tained in the conduct of practice in that dav.
hoth in the office of the physician and in the
homes of his patrons. After an extended ap-
prenticeship of this practical kind, all who
eould do so attended one or more sessions at
one of the two or three high grade medieal
«ehools of this eountry, while a fortunate few,
like Brashear. MeDowell, Dudley and Brown
availed themselves of the best foreign schools
and travel before ronsidering their education
enmplete,

With such an orizin, advantages and at-
tainments, the physician then was a self-re-
speecting and highly respected man, somewhat

opinionated and dogmatie it may be, but, none
the less on that account, recognized as one of
the leaders of thought and of public affairs in
kis community. In the days of slavery in Ken-
tucky there was little or no charity practice

for him to do. except for a few worthy widows

and clergymen, upon whom he considered it a
privilege to attend. In striking contrast with
the present day experience with the colored
race, it was a common saying then ‘‘that a ne-
gro riding up to a doetor’s office on a mule 1o
enll him to visit a patient, white or black. on
any plantation, was the equivalent to Lim of
1wo guarantees, the darky and his mount, that
he would be paid for his serviees;"’ and, all
things considered, he was paid far better fees
ihan his suceessor of this day. As a result of
these conditicns g few vears of practice usu-
ally sufficed to make him financially independ-
ent: he rode the finest and best eaparisoned
hiorses, had the choicest man-servant to earc
for his clothes and person, and his home, one
of the best of the community, was usually a
ventre of enlture and refinement. And this
financial independence, as it is to-day, was as
important to the community as to himself, be-
eause it made it possible for him to have the
kind of library and instrumental eguipment
whieh filted himt to meet any emergency with
which he was confronted in his life-saving
work, as these hiographies show that he did
with great intelligence and eourage.

And, using this mueh abused term in its
lroadest and hest sense, these were highly
cducated men. Herbert Spencer argues with
indisputable power and logic that, ““To pre.
pare us for complete living—how to use all
cur faculties to the greatest advantage of our-
selves and others—is the funetion which edu-
cution has to discharge: and the only ration-
al mode of judging of any educational cours:
is, 10 judge in what degree it discharges such
funetion,”” That is, to use the words of the
Master, the last and best of all authorities,
“*By their fruits shall ye know them."’

Measured by these standards, fixed by the
highest authorities on edueation and its uses,
or hv any other. as relates to our profession,
which has regard for utility and humanity
low do these Kentucky pioneers compare
with the erudite medieal savants of all the
azes which preceded them. ‘‘Liook on this pic-
ture and then on that.”” From the founding
of the first FEuropean medical school at the
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University of Salerno in the twelfth century,
not only to the day MeDowell saw Mrs. Craw-
ford in what was then the wilds of Green
County, in 1790, but until almost a generation
afterwards when scholarly incredulity as to
the work of this master mind in this western
wilderness was overcome, countless thousands
of women with ovarian tumors must have
cormne under the observation of the university-
hred scholars of Rome. Vienna, Paris. Lon-
tlon, Edinburgh, and the other great medical
ventres, and gone on to their miserahle deaths
withont so much as an effective suggestion,
even for the mitigation of these conditions.
and, with a proper modification of expression.
the game may be said in a degree of the work
of Duodley. Brashear, Bradford and others.
How did these forhears of ours, these pio-
neers, suceeed where through countless ages,
all others had failed? Why did they, like
Columbus, embark o’er a trackless ocean to
discover new worlds in medicine and surgery,
and why, like him, did theyv scorn derision and
ineredulity until they had not only discovered
these worlds, hut had established the wverity
and value of their discoveries? What was the
real basis of their courage and success? In a
word, what was there in them not found in
cther members of our profession of all the ages
who had preceded them? Was there some-
thing superior in the fiber of their more re-
mote ancestors, mothers as well as fathers,

A\,
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who courageously emigrated to this new
world ; or still more, was such fiber or qual-
ities developed and intensified in their par-
ents who faeed the denizens of the untrodden
forests, savage and heast, on their way to, and
about their settlements in Kentucky, or hy
their birth and growth amidst such surround-
ings and dangers? Did they gain such mental
momentum and grasp in overcoming difficult-
irs encountered in  laborious self-education
that it earried them over or through the oh-
stacles whieh stood in the way of their discov.
eries? Or was there something in the Siluri-
an or Devonian rocks and measures they trod,
or in the water or food impregnated by them,
which built upon the ancestry referred to and
developed a stili higher human product, as
seems to be shown in the lives of Clay. Critten.
den, Breckinridge and other of our great
leaders in publie affairs, and in horses and
other high bred animals in Kentucky. Or, as
seems more prohable, was it a fortunate com-
bination of all these ancestries, surroundings
and influenees, which brought such boons to
suffering humanity, and such an inheritanee
to us? Humanity is receiving its full measure
of the benefits, and it hehooves us to so order
our lives, and professional accomplishments
that we shall prove worthy to build aml im-
prove upon this inheritance.
J.N. MeCoryack

7N

)
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BIRTH OF THE KENTUCKY
STATE MEDICAT SOCIETY *

MINI'TE= OF

THE

ORGANTZATION CONVENTION PRE-

CEDING FIRST ANNUAL MEETING.

At a convention of the Physicians of Ken-
tucky, held in the Senate Chamber at Frank-
fort, on the 1st day of Oetober, 1851, 10 o’-
clock A. M., Dr. W. I.. Sutton, of Georgetown,
wis called to the ehair, and Drs. E. H, Wat-
son and J. M. Mills, of Frankfort, appointed
Seeretaries.

On motion, a committee. consisting of Drs.

KENTUCKY MEDICAL

JOURNAL.

1. Thompson, R. J. Breckinridge, Jr., N. B.
Anderson and J. B. Flint, of Louisville;: E.
D. Foree, Jefferson County; J. Dudley and
J. P. Letcher, Nicholasville; W. L. Sutton,
Heary Craig, and John D, Winston, George-
town; C. H. Spillman, Harrodsburg; W. R.
Iivans, Mercer County; A, Evans, Covington ;
W. R. Chew, Midway: George B. Harrison,
Fayette County; W. S. Chipley and D. J.
Ayers, Lexington; W, C. Sneed, H. Rodman,
(. C. Phythian, E. H, Watson, Ben Monroe,
Ay, J. M. Mills, Joseph G. Roberts .and Ben
Hensley, Frankfort; L. Y. Hodges, Franklin

County; E. H, Black and James R. Adams,

DOCTOR WILLIAM L. SUTTON

1797 --1861

One of the leading =pirita in erganizing the State Medical Society, and its
first President. It was due to his influence mainly that the first law was passed
requiring the registration of births and deaths, and he was the first State Regia-
trar of Vital Statistics and published valuable reports for a number of years.

Chipley, Evans, and Breckinridge, was ap-
pointed to ascertain the names and loecalities
¢i the physicians present, who reported the
following :

Drs. 8. D. Gross. Henry Miller, W. H. Mil-
ler. David W. Yandell, T. G. Richardson, D.

sHeprint from the Medicol XNews und Library, January
1853,

Scott Connty; Joshua Gore, Nelson County :
I). L. Slaughter and R. W. Glass, Shelbyville,
1. G. Ray and Edward Ingles, Paris, and E.
C. Drane, Henry County.

Dr. Flint offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That —- - be a committee
te. report. to this Convention a sunitable address
to the profession of the State, calling upon
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them to assemble at such time and place as
this meeting may advise, for the purpose of
organizing n permanent State Medical So-
ciety; and that, in the meantime, we take
steps at once to connect the profession of our
State with the national organization, by ap-
pointing delegates to attend the nmext annual
weeting of the American Medical Association,

Dr. Breckinridge offered the following as a
substitute for the resolution of Dr. Flint.
Strike out all after the word resolved, and
insert the following:

That a committee he appointed to report
the order of business for the convention now
assembled.

The original resolution and substitute were
hoth laid on the table. and a committee con-
sisting of Drs. Chipley, Spillman and A. Ev.
sos. Duadley and Snoeed, was appointed to
draft a constitution for the formation of a
State Medical Soeiety. The Convention ad-
journed until half past 2 o’clock.

Hal? Past 2 O’Clock P. M.

The Convention was called to order by tha
President. Dr. Chipley, from the committee
appointed to draft a constitution, presented
the following report, which, on motion of Dr,
Gross, was received.®

The reported constitution was taken up,
euch article separately considered, and after
slight amendments, was adopted as a whole.

On motion of Dr. Gross, a committee, con-
sisting of one from each city and county now
represented, and entitled to a representative
in the State Legislature, was appointed to
nominate officers of 1the Society for the pres.
ent year.

The following gentlemen were appointed:
Dr. Breckinridge. of Louisville; Dr. Foree,
of Jefferson: DNr. Letcher, of Jessamine: Dr.
Spillman. of Mercer: Dr. Harrison. of Fay-
ette; Dr. Roberts of Franklin; Dr. Gore of
Nelson : Dr. Slaughter, of Shelby ; Dr. Evans,
of Kenton: Dr. Chew, of Woodford, and Dr.
Rlack, of Secott; who after a short interval,
reported the names of the following persons
as suitable to fill the various offices:

For President—Dr. W. I. Sutton, of
(Feorgetown.
For Senior Vice-President—Dr. W. 8§

Chipley, of Texington.

For Junior Viee President—Dr. J. Dudley,
of Nicholasville.

For Recerding Secretary—Dr.
Sneed, Frankfort.

For Corresponding Secretary—Dr. R. T
Breckinridge, Jr.. of Louisville.

For Librarian—Dr. Ben Moore, of Frank-
fort.

The report was received, and the hallot he-
ing taken on each officer separately, the nomi-

w. C

" +See Constitution, Page 112,
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nees of the committee were declared duly
vlected.

Drs, J. M. Mills, E. H. Watson, and W. C,
Snzed, of Frankfort, were elected a committee
ol publication,

The Convention then adjourned sine dic.,
and the first annual meeting of the State
Medical Society of Kentucky was held, and
proceeded to business.

W. L. Si'trroxw, President,

E. H, WaTsoN,

J. M, Mmrs,

Secretaries,

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST AN
NUTAL MEETING OF THE STATE
MEDICAT SOCIETY OF KEN.
TI'CKY.

At the first annnual meeting of the State Med-
ica Society of Kentucky, held in the Senate
C‘hamber at Frankfort, on the 1st day of Oc.
toher, 1951. at 5 o’clock, P. M., the President,
Dr. W. L. Sutton. took the chair, and ealled
the Society to order.

On motion of Dr. Ayres, a ecommittee, con-
sisting of Drs. Dudley. Yandell. Garrison.
Roberts. and Wilson. was appointed to apply
to the next meeting of the Legislature for a
charter for the Society,

On motion of Dr. Chipley, the next annual
meeting of the Soeiety as ordered to be held
in the city of Lonisville, on the third Wednes.
day in October, 1852,

On motion of Dr. Richardson, it was

Resolved. That the Code of Medical Ethics
of the American Medical Association be
adopted as the Code of this Society.

Dr. Chipley presented a form of charter
for the Society, which, after some diseussion,
was withdrawn.

On motion of Dr. Breckinridge, a commit.
tee. copsisting of Drs. Rodman, Anderson,
Thomson. Axres, and Spillman, was appoint-
ed 1o draft a set of by-laws.

The applieation of Dr, .J. C. Darhy. of Lex.
ington. was received for membership, and
then the Soeiety adjourned until half past 7
o'clock.

Half Past 7 O'Clock.

The Socicty was called to order hy the Presi
dent.

The application of Dr. Darby was taken up,
aud he was duly elected a member of the So-
ciety.

The president announced the appointment
of the following gentlemen as Chairmen of
the various standing committees, each Chair
man having the likerty to seleet two others as
associates -t

“1"p to the time of the proceedings zoing to press, the

Chairmen of aeveral of the committess had not hended in
the mames of their associates.
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Chairman of Committee of Arrangements—
I Anderson: Drs. Breckinridge and 'W. H.
Miller, Associates.

Chairman of Committee on DInprovements
in P’ractical Medieine—Dr. Foree; Drs. Hod-
man and Richard=son, Associates.

(*hairman of Comimittee on Improvements
in Pharmaeyv-—Dr, Mills; Drs. GGore and Rav,
Assneiates,

(*hairman of Committee on Vital Statisties
-—-1¥r. Chipley; Drs. Yandell and Dudley, As
soviates,

("hairman of Committee on Obstetries—IDr,
IT. Miller: Trs. Sneed and Letcher, Associ-
ates,

Chairman of Committee on Medical Ethios
-—{ir. A. Fivans,

("hairman of Committee on Public Hygiene
-=Dr. E. C. Drane.

Chairman of Committee on Fpidemics—
Dr. Darhy.

Chairman of Committee on Tinprovement in
Surgery—Dr, Gross,

("hairman of Committee on
Bntany—Dr. Spillman,

Chairman of Committe: on Finances—Dr,
Thompson.

On maotion of Dr. Breekinridge, the Presi-
dent was apnaointed Chairman of a committer
1o memorialize the Legislature upon the sub-
jeet of registration of marriages, births, ana
deaths,

The Comipittec on By-Laws was granted

Indirenous

until next reeular meeting of the Soectety to,

report.

O mation of Dr. Breckinridge, the Soeiety
detarmined to go into the election of henorary
memhers, The vote was reconsidered, and the
snijeet for the present postpone:l.

The Society elected the following persons
a5 delegates ta the next annual meeting of the
Ameriean Medical Association, viz: Drs. E.
t:, Rav, E. D, Foaree. T. (i. Richardson. 1). .I.
Avers, T), q ‘?lﬂujrhtpr E. C. Drane, W. H.
Miller, W. Evans and Joshua Gore.

A series nf resolutions were offered by the
President, Dr. Sutton. which were laid over
until the next regular meeting,

The Secretary and Treasurer were requirs
vrl 10 give bonds in the sum of two hundred
dollars each, for the faithful performance of
their respective duties.

On motion of Dr. Gross. the President was
requested to deliver an opening address at the
next annmual meeting of the Society,

The Socicty recommended the formation of
( ounty Medical Societies.

The reeord of proceedings was read, and
aiter slicht amendments was adopted. and
ordered to he puliished in connection with
the Constitution and Code of Medical Ethies.

A vote of thanks was tendered the officers
of the Soriety for the prompt and efficient
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manner in which they discharged their re
spective duties, and
The Society adjourned.
W. L. Surron, President.
W. . SNEED, Secretary.

XNOTE—Owing to the limited 1ime in which the notice
for the call of the Convention wus issued the attendance
was comparalively emall; but, as will be observed from: the
proceedings, the Socviety may now be regarded as constituted
upan such a permanent basis as will tend tc the elevation
of the profession, and a more zealous and harmonious co
operation in accomplishing its legitimate objects.

All regular surgeons and phyeicians in the State are T
gquested to unile with the Society, on the ferms prescribed
by the Constitutivn, and forward their applications, prepaid,
to T'r. W. C. Sneed, Recording Seecretary, Frankfort.

Several applications have already heen received rince the
adjournment,

Farticualr attention is N-mlef-trd to the Code of Ethica.

CONSTITUTION OF THE KENTUCKY
STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY ADOPT-
ED AT FIRST MEETING, HELD
AT FRANKFORT IN 1851
ARTICLE 1.

TITLE OF THE ASSOCTATION.

T'his association shall be known as the Ken-
tucky State Vedical Society, and shall he
eomposed of permanent, temporary, and hon.
orary members,

ARTICLE 1I.
OuIECTS OF THE ASSOCTATION,
The objects eontemplated by the Kentucky

State Medieal Soeciety are,

1. The estahlishment nnd mamtenance of
union. harmony. and good government
among its members, thereby promoting
the character, interest, honor, and useful-
ness of the profession.

1. The cultivation and advancement of Med-
ical seience and literature, by the collect-
ion, diffusion, interchange, preservation,
and general circulation of medical knowl-
edge throughout the State,

ARTICLE III.
MEMBERSHIP.

Section 1. The Kentucky State Medieal
Society shall be composed of all the Physici-
#ns and Snrgeons now members of this Con-
vention, and such other persons as may be ad-
mitted aceording to the provisions of the fol-
Iowing sections of this article.

See. 2. Everv eandidate for PERMAN-
ENT MEMBERSHIP, must make applica-
tion to the society in writing, bearing his own
signature. Such applieation is to be present-
ed and seeconded hy memhbers having a compe-
tent knowledge »f the charaeter and standing
of the applicant. The application shall lie
over at least one adjournment of the society,
afier which the candidate shall be ballotted
for, and the approving votes of three-fourths



MEDICAL PIONEERS, OF KENTUCKY,

of the memboers present shall be necessary to
his admission.

See. 3. The TEMPORARY MEMBERS,
shall be those who may be selected by any
regularly organized City, Town, or County
Medieal Society. to represent said society in
the state association. Their membership
shall terminate with the session for which
they may “have been elected.

See, 4, IIONORARY MEMBERSHIP.
ghall be conferred only on distinguished
nmedical gentlemen residing beyond the limits
of the Commonwealth of Kentucky,

Sce. 5. The election of Honorary Members
ean take place only at the annual meeting of
the Society, and not more than three shall be
cleeted in anv one vear.

Sea. 6. The election of Honorary Members
shall he hy hallot, and the concurring votes
of four-fifths of the members present shall he
necessary to their election.

See. 7. Honorarv Members shall be ex
empt from all pecuniary contributions to the
socioty, and shall have all the privileges of
permanent and femporary members, except
the right of voting and holdine office.

See. 8. Fwverv member shall be entitled to
a certifi~ate of his membership after he shall
have complied with the requisition of Article
3, and on payment of one dollar to the Re.
ecording Secretary. The form of such eer.
tificate shall he preseribed by the hy-laws.

ARTICLE IV,

FEES.

All memhers of this sociely not exempted
by the provisions of this Constitution, shall,
at the time of their admission pav to the so.
cietr a fee of two dollars, and shall also pav
once a vear, to fall due on the first day of
each annnal meeting. sueh contributions as
the by-laws mayv. from time to time, preseribe.

ARTICLE V.
RESIGNATION OF MEMBERSHIP,

Any member wishing to withdraw from the
society, may do so when he shall have present.
ed the Seeretary’s receipt for all monevs (due.

ARTICLE VI.

FORFEITURE OF MEMBERSHIP AND OTHER
CENST'RE.

Hection 1. Anv member who shall be
guilty of gross misconduct either as a member
or a reitizen of the community, or shall be nal-
pahly derelict in duty either as a member or
officer, shall he liable to expulsion, or such
other eensurs as the society may direct,

See. 2. No judgment of expulsion. suspen-
sinn, or other eensure. shall be passed agains
a1 member until zfter due notice and fair trial :
It the soeiety may proceed in the absenee of
the delinquent if such due notice has been
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given and the member fails to attend. No
member ghall be expelled unless by the votes
of threc-fonrths of the members present. And
should such memher come forward at the next
annual meeting succeeding his expulsion, and
offer a satisfactory explanation, he may be re-
instated without delay or expense, provided
three-fourths of the members present agree
thereto. Tn this ease the vote shall be taken
by ballot.
ARTICLE VT1I,

MEFETINGS,

Seetion 1.  This society shall hold its ses
sion for the present vear. commenecing on the
first day of October, and shall hereafter con
vene annually on the third Wednesday of Oe.
toher, at such plaees as the soeiety may, from
time {o time, direet.

See. 2. Speeial meetings may be held by
resolution of the society at its stated meetings,
and at such other times as the President shall
apooint,

Sec, 3. None but professional or literary
sithjeets shall be considered at special meet.
ings.

ARTICLE VIIL

FLECTIVF OFFICERS.

Seetion 1. The elective officers of this so-
viety shall consist of a President, Senior and
Junior Vire President, Reeording and Corre-
sponding Seeretary, Treasurer, Librarian, and
a Committee of Publication. of three mem-
hers; all of whom shall he chosen by hallot at
rach annual meeting, and shall continue in of-
fice for twelve months, or until another elect-
ion. The eleetion shall be held on the second
day of the session. after reading the records
of proceedinzs of the preceding dav

See, 2, In condueting the annual election,
should more than two members he ballotted
for for anyv officer, the member having the
sinallest nimber of votes on the second or any
sizbsequent hallot, shall not again he voted for
for the same office,

See. 3. A majority of the suffrage of the
riemhers present shall be necessary to an elee-
tion.

ARTICLE 1X.

MITIES OF OFFICERS.

Section 1. Tt shall be the duty of the
PRESIDENT to preside at all meetings of the
society, to progerve order. and to regulate the
dehate aceording to the most approved rules
of parliamentary proceedings provided, any
memhber may appeal to the society from the
President’s deeision on points of order, The
presiding officer shall appoint the chairman
of all committers (exeept the committee of
publieation®. unless otherwise ordered by the
society—oeach ehairman having the richt to
seleet two members to assist him in the dis-
charge of the duties assigned the committee.
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See, 2. In the absence of the President. the
Viee Presidents, according to seniority, shall
perform all duties appertaining to the chair;
but if neither be present, the society shall
cleet a President pro tem.

Sec. 3. The RECORDING SECRETARY
shall keep a correet list of all the members of
the Soeciety. arrangine the names of those now
present alphabetieally, and hereafter accord-
ing to their admission. He shall keep aeen-
rite minutes of all the proceedings of the so-
ciety, including the names of members pres.
ent, and, from time to time, transeribe them
into the record hook in a fair and legible hand.
He shall keep regular accounts with each mem.
her of the society. receive all monevs due to it,
and pay them to the Treasurer, taking his re-
ceipt for the same npon his record book. Such
papers of the society as are not necessarily
reeorded he shall preserve in distinet and reg-
wlar files. holding them alwavs accessible tn
the inspeetion of members. Whenever any
chairman of a committee is appointed. the
Resording Sesretary shall furnish him with a
copy of the minute of appointment. together
with any doecument that may be essentially
connected with the duties of the Recordine
Seeretary shall enter into a bond for the trans-
fer to the Traasurer of all monevs that mav
come into his hands. The society shall fix the
sinount of the bond, which shall be made pay-
able to the soriety, and deposited in the hands
nf the Librarian.

Sec, 4. The MORRESPONDING SECRF.
TARY shall notify all members and officers
of their election: he shall write and answer
leiters in hehalf of the society. and in genoral
manAage their distant correspondence as par-
ticular exigencies or the resolutions of the so-
victy mayv require. He shall read to the so
victy all communications and answers whiceh
he may have made or received during each re-
eoss. anid then deliver them to the Recording
Koeretary or the Librarian, aceording to their
soveral haracters,

Sec. 5. The TREASURER shall receive
all monevs from the Recording Secretary,
agreeahly to Seetion 3rd, of this Article, and
shall pay the same to the order of the soeiety.
certified by the President and attested by the
Recording Secretary. Om the first dav of each
annual meeting, and oftener if required by the
society, he shall render a detailed statement
of the business of his department. and shall
deliver np to his suecessor the books, papers,
moaey, or other property of the snciety, re-
maining in his hands. For the faithful per-
formanee of his duties. the Treasurer, hefors
entering thereon  shall execute and deposit
in the hands of the Librarian a bond made
pavable to the sacicty. in snch amount as the
soeipty mav direet,

Sec. 6. The LIBRARTAYX shall have nn-
der his eustody the honds of the Secretary and
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Treasurer, and it shall be his duty to take
special charge of all the books, essays, and
whatever may constitute any part of the sei-
entifie or literary stock of the society. No
manuscript shall be moved from his posses-
sion without an order from the society, except
by the members of the Committee of Publica-
tion.

Sec. 7. Tt shall be the duty of the COM-
MITTEE OF PUBLICATION, to select from
the essays of the members, and other commun-
ications made to the society, such as they may
think worthy of being puhlished. Such select-
ions as may he made by the committee, shall,
when ordered by the society, be published
with the minutes of the annual meeting, under
the title of TRANSACTTONS OF THE KEN-
TUCKY STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY.
After the publication of each number or vol-
ume of the Transactions, the committee shall
return to the Librarian all papers helonging
to the society.

ARTICLE X,
SPANDING COMMITTEES,

The following standing committees shall be
appointed annually. viz: A Committee of Ar-
rangements ; on Medieal Ethies; on Publie Hy-
giene; on Vital Statisties: on Epidemies; oun
Obstetries; on  Tmprovements in Practieal
Medicine: on Improvements in Surgery; on
Imiprovements in Pharmaey: on Indigenous
Botany; on Finance; on Publication.

ARTICLE XI.
AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION,

LEvery proposition to amend this Constitu-
tion shall he made in writing, and shall be
audibly read by the Recording Seeretary on
1wo different days: when, if there be no is-
senting voice, it shall be deelared adopted : but
if there be one or more negatives, or if the
amendment he offered on the last day of the
session, it shall be placed on file to be read at
the next annnmal meeting ; when. if there be a
eoncurrence of three-fourths of the members
present, it shall he incorporated as a part of
the Constitution.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECOND AN-

NITAL MEETING OF THE STATE
MEDICAL SOCIETY OF KEN-
TUCKY.*

The second annual meeting of this Soeciety
was held in Lowisville, on the 20th day of Oe-
toher, 1852, the President, Dr. W. L. Sutton,
in the chair.

The roll having been called, a number of
eandidates for membership were proposed.

After transacting some unimportant busi-
ness. the Society took a recess until 3 o’clock.

Reprin: from the Weédcol Newas end Library, Philadelphis,
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2:00 o'clock P. M.—The Society met pur-
s{mpt to adjournment, the President in the
chair.

Forty-five members were elected.

Dr. Breckinridge, on the mode of proceed-
ings, reported.

On motion of Dr. L.. P. Yandell, Drs. Clapp,
lieonard. and Steele of New Albany, Ind,,
were invited to take part in the proceedings.

On motion of Dr. Raphael, a Committee was
named to draft a set of by-laws for the So-
ciety, to report to-morrow.

Drs. Raphael, Dudley, and Drane were ap-
pointed.

Dr. Bell presented to the Soeiety a form for
a Case-Book, drawn up by the President,
which he wished to refer to a committee to re-
port upon.

]Dm. Bell, Foree and Chipley were appoint-
ed.

1'pon motion of Dr. Bell, the order of pro-
creedings was so far modified as to permit Dr.
Chipley, Chairman of the Committee on Vital
Statistics. to read his report.

On motion of Dr. Evans, it was received,
and referred to the Committee on Publication,

On motion of Dr. Gross, the Society ad-
journed to 7 1-2 o’clock.

NIGHT SESSION.

The Soeciety met according to adjournment.

Several new memhers were elected.

Dr. Chipley nominated Dr. Elisha Bartlett
of New York, Dr. Gross nominated Dr, Drake
of Cincinnati. and Dr. Yandell nominated
Dr. Deadrick of Tennessee. as honorary mem-
bers of this Soeciety, which nominations were
coneurred in,

Nz, Miller offered the following resolutions,
which were ordered to be laid over until to-
RIOTTOW :

Resolved, That the members of this So-
ciety will faithfully comply with the regula-
tions of the registration law passed at the last
session of the Kentueky Legislature, and do
what they can to have it complied with
throughout the State.

On motion of Dr. Bell, an invitation was
extended to Dr. Charles Caldwell, to visit the
Society during its sittings, and participate in
its deliberations.

The President. Dr. Sutton, read his annual
address, whizh was received and referred to
the Committee on Publication.

The Society then adjourned until 10 o’clock
to-morrow.

SECOND DAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

The Society met and was ealled to order by
the President. the minutes of yesterday were
read and adopted.

Dr. Gross moved the appointment of the
following eommittees, to report at the mnext
annual meeting of the Society., or as soon
thercafter as practicable:
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(1) On Medical Biography, or the lives
of meritorious or distinguished Physicians
and Surgeons of Kentucky.

{2Y  On Medieal Literature, or the History
nf the Medieal Anthorship of Kentueky.

(37 On the Relations between Discases
and peeuliar Geological Formations.

{4) On the Statisties of Hernia.

{5) On the Statisties of Lithotomy and
Ualeulons Tiseases,

(6  On the History and Mode of Manage-
ment of Hospitals, Asylums, Infirmaries. Pen.
itentiaries and Prisons,

{7} On Suits for Malpractice.

(%) On the Results of Surgical Operations
in Malignant Diseases.

{9}  On Epidemic Ervsipelas.

i10) On Epidemic Dysentery.

11y On Typhoid Fever.

{12} On Placenta Previa,

{13) On the Statisties of Remeadics in Dis
Ciuses,

On motion of Dr. Gross, Dr. Drake, of ('in-
cinnati, was invited to take part in the de-
liherations of the Soeciety.

Dr. Thompson. on behalf of the Phy<icians
of Louisville, invited the Society to partake of -
a festal supper at the Louisville Hotel, on to-
morrow night.

The Soeictv, on motion. proceeded to ballot
for officers A number of gentlemen were put
in nomination, and after several hallottings,
Dr. Chipley. of Lexington, was elected Presi-
dent.

Dr. Peter moved that a Committee consist-
ing of one member from each county repre-
sented, and one from the City of Louisville,
he appointed to nominate the eandidates to
fill the remaining offices, which was adopted.

Dr. Gross moved that the reports of Stand-
ing Committees be made in the order in which
they are reported in the proceedings of the
first annnal meeting.

The following rommittees failed to make
their annual reporfs. viz:

The Committee on Arrangements, ‘he Com-
mittee on Praetical Medicine, the Committee
on Improvements in Pharmaey, and the Comn-
mittee on Public Hygiene.

Dr. Evans, Chairman of the Committee on
Fithies, read hiz report, which was received
and referred to the Committes on Publieation.

The Soeiety then adjourned to 3 o’clock
P. M.

EVEXING BESRION.

The Soecicty met aceording to adjournment
and was ealled to arder hy the President.

The Nominating Committee made the fol-
lowing report:

They nominate the following gentlemen te
fill the officcs attached to their names, For
Senior Vice-President, Dr. K. C. Drane, of
New Castle; for Junior-Vice-President, Dr,



116

A. Evans, of Covington ; for Recording Secre-
tary, Dr. Snced, of Frankfort; for Corre-
sponding Secretary, Dr. Breckinridge, of
Louisville: for Librarian, Dr. B. Monroe, of
I'rankfort: on Publications, Drs. Bell, Ron-
ald and Foree of Louisville; the report was
received and Committee discharged.

The Soeciety then proceeded to ballot for
Senior-Viee-President. Dr. Drane having re-
eeived a majerity of all the votes cast, was de-
clared dulv elected: Dr. Knight, was elected
Junior-Viee-President : Dr. Sneed, Recording
Secretary: Dr. Breckinridge, Corresponding
Secretarv; B. Monroe, Librarian; and Drs.
Rell. Foree and Ronald, the Publication Com-
mittee.

Dr. Miller. the Chairman of the Committee
on Obstetries, then read his annual report,
which was received and referred to the Com-
mittee on Publication.

Dr. Sutton, Chairman of the Committee on
Registration, read his annual report, which
was received and referred to the Committee on
Publication.

The Society then adjourned to half-past
seven, P. M.,

T14 o’elock P. M.

The Society mat according to adjournment,
after heing called to order hy the President,
proeeceded to the election of members.

Dr. Wible offered the following preamble
and resolution which was adopted:

Whereas, Physicians are frequently ealled
on to give evidenee in Courts of justice, to
make post-mortemn examinations, and institute
investigations in cases of poisoning, serviees
of a strietly professional character, requiring
expense, time and labour on the part of the
phivsieian : and. whereas, these services are of-
ten of great imnortanee to the welfare of so-
cietv, and as physicians ought not to be ex
peeted to perform these without remunera-
tion. it is the opinior of the Kentucky State
AMedieal Soeiety, that the interests of human
ity demand that laws he enaeted which will
properly seemre these services when requir-
er] by coroners, and other officers of the law.

Therefore, it is resolved that a committee of
three he appointed to prepare a report to be
read at the next annnal meeting of this So-
eity. on the subject presented in the forege-
ing preamble.

Dr. Darby. Chairman of the Committee on
Epidemies. read the annual report, which was
received and properly referred.

This Society, hv a vote, decided upon Lex-
ington as the place for holding the next an-
nnal meetine. The Society then adjourned
til i0-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

THIRD DAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

The Society met at 10 o’clock A. M., and
wag ealled to order hy the President.
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Dr. Gross’s resolutions, offered yesterday,
were brought up and adopted.

A set of by-laws was adopted.

Dr. Gross, Chairman on Improvements in
Surgery, made his annual report, which was
received and referred to the Committee on
Publieation.

Dr. Spillman, Chairman of the Committee
on Improvements in Pharmacy, also reported
which report was referred to the same Com-
mittee.

Dr. Spillman, in connection with the above
roport, offered the following resolutions, which
were adopted :

Resnlved., That *this Society regard the cul-
tivation of onr own botany as essential to a
f111 development of our professional resourvces,
and to a more successful practice of our art.

Resolved, That the profession throughout
the State, and the memhbers of this Society
particularly, be requested to give special at-
tention to this snbject, and, by ecultivating
the field of observation and research, in con-
neetion with the nnexplored regions of vege-
table nature within our own limits, ascertain
to what extert the demand of the healing art
can he snpplied at home.

Resolved, That any physician discovering a
naw remedy. or a new property in one already
known, or any information touching the med-
ieal hotany of our State, that can be render-
ed practically available. he requested to com-
municate such information to the Chairman
of the Committee on Indigenous Botany.

Resolved, That the Commitiee on Publica-
tion, at as early a date as practicable, by a
hrief cirenlar or otherwise, communicate the
ohjects embraced in these resolutions to the
profession throughout the State, giving the
name and location of the Chairman of the
Committee on Indigenons Botany, and earn-
estlv requesting contributions.

The President announced
Standing Committees :

Committee on Arrangements, Dr. Darby,
ef Lexington.

(Committee on Practieal
Foree, of Louisville.

Cammittee on Pharmaey., Tr. Silliman, of
Lonisville.

Cammittee on Vital Statisties, Dr. Sutton,
of Georgetown.

Committee on Obstetrics, Dr. Powell, of
Lonisville.

"ommitfee on Medical Ethies, Dr. Hewett,
of Louisville.

Clommittee on Public Hygiene, Dr. Bell, of
Lonisville.

C'ommittee on Epidemies, Dr. Bullitt, of
Touisville.

Committee on Surgery, Dr. Flint, of Louis-
ville.

the following

Medicine, Dr.



MEDICAL

Committer on Indigenous T3otany, Dr. Em-
mmett, of Pike County.

>ommittee on Finance, Dr. Letcher, of Jes-
sirnine eounty, and also the following speciai
coiamittecs:

1. On Medical Biography, or the lives of
meritorious or distinguished physicians and
surgeons of Kentucky, Dr. Breckinridge, of
Louisville.

2. On Medical Literature, or the History
of the Medical Authorship of Eentucky, Prof,
L. P. Yandell, of Lounisville,

3. On the relation hetween diseases and
particular Geologienl Formations, Dr. Peter.
of Lexington.

4. On the Statisties of Hernia, Dr. 8. B.
Richardson, of Lowisville,

H. On the Statistics of Lithotomy and Cal-
enlous Diseases. Dr. Gross, of Louisville.

3. On the History and Mode of Manage-
ment of Hospitals, Ir. Raphael, of Louisville ;
of Penitentiaries and Prisons, Dr. W, C.
Soeed. of Frankfort,

7. On Suits for Mal-Practice, Dr. Spill-
man, of Harrodsburg.

8. On the Results of Surgical Operations
in Malignant Diseases, Dr. Colescott, of Lou-
isville.

9. On Epidemic Frysipelas, Dr. Owens. of
Menry County.

10. On Epidemic Dysentery, Dr. Fry, of
Lonisville.

12, On Placenta Previa, Dr. Miller, of
Leuisville, :

13. On the Statistics of Remedies in Dis
case, v, Lewis Rogers, of Louisville,

Dr. Sutton offered the following resolution,
which was adopted, and the same, with Dr.
Wihel’s resolution of yvesterday, were referred
to a special eommittee, IDr. Wibel, Chairman,
with the privilege of adding such other mem-
hers as he may wish:

Resolved. That a committee be appointed
to consider whether any, and if any, what
measnures can be hrought into requisition to
lesson the heavy burden of pauper praetice,
and report at the next annual meeting of this
Society.

Dr. Thompson, Chairman of Committee on
IPinance, presented a report.

DNr. Bell. Chairman of Committee on Case-
Book. made a report, which was received ans
referred to the Committee on Publication.

The Society elected the following gentlemen
as delegates to the National Medical Soeiety.

Dr. W. 8. Chipley, of Lexington ; Dr. Free-
mian, of Mdham County; Dr. W, C. Sneed, of
Frankfort: Dr. B. .J. Raphael, of Louisville:
Tor. T. .J. Monre, of Harrodsburg: Dr. Wihel,
of Louisville; Dr. John Hardin, of Louisville,
and Dr. Hewett, of Louisville.

The Soeiety then went into the election of
Henorary Members, when the following gen-
tlemen were unanimously elected: Dr, D.
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Drake, of Cincinnati; Dr. Deadrick, of Ten-
nessee, and Dr, Elisha Bartlett, of New York,

On motion of Dr. Jacobs, the following reso-
lution was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society
e tendered the officers for the faithful, able
and impartial manner in which they have dis-
charged their respeetive duties.

And then the Society adjourned.

W. 8. Carmerey, President.
W. C. SxEep. Rec. Secretary.
The above is a true copy of an article pub-

lished in the number of ““The Medieal News
and Libravy,” January, 1853, 8. G. Frrrox,

ROSTER OF THE MEMBERS OF THD
KEXTUCKY STATE MEDICAL
SOCIETY IN 1856.*

Anderson, N. B, Lonisville.
Abell, 8. R., Hardinsburg.
Allen, A. 8., Winchester.
Avres. T). J., Lexington.
Allen, John R., Lexington.
Annan, 8., Lexington.

Black, E. H.. Scott County.
Breckenvidege, 4, J., Louisville,
Bruce. C. D., Lexington,

Rell. T. S., Lonisville,

Bullitt. 7. M.. Louisville.
Bartlett. John. Lonisville.
Brown, E. ().. Brandenburg.
Bright, .J. W.. Louisville,
Broadwell, 8. 1., Cynthiana.
Bradford. -T. T., Augusta.
Bush, .J. M.. Lexington,
Bemiss, Samuel M.. Louisville,
Bryson., (. 7)., Kenton County.
Blacklmirn, C. J., Covinglon,
Barbour. .J. H.. Pendleton County,
Craig, Henryv. Georgetown.
Chipley. W. 8., Lexington.
(Chambers, W. M., Covington,
Caldwell, W. B.. Louisville.
{"henoworth. H.. Tonisville.
Cromwell, W. B.. Lexington,
Conway. G, W.. Yelvington.
Cnmmins, David. Louisville.
C'oleseott. W. H.. Louisville,
("ochran. T*. H.. Lounisville.
(Chinn, .T. ;.. Lexington.
Craig, J.. Stanford.

Curran. — —. Kenton County.
Dudlev, J., Nicholasville,
Darhy, .John C.. Lexington.
Purritt. R.. Lonisville,

Drane. .J. 8., New (astle,
Danhoff, Tohr. Touisville,
Dndlev, ., 1. Lexington,
Darnabyv, T, M., Favette County.
Duke, J. M., Mavsville,

Drake, B. P.. Texington.

—— — 1 S —————

‘Yo one of these men livine.
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Dulaney, J. J., Covington.
Downard, I.., Kenton County.
Yivans, Astury, Covington.
Evans, W. R., Mercer County.
Ewing. 7. E_, Louisville,
Emmert. J. W.. Pikeville.

¥lint, Joshua B., Lounisville.
Foree, E. D., Jefferson County.
Freeman, D. L., Ballardsville,
Fryv, €, H., United States Army.
Forsyvth. H.. Tonisville.

Faster, .JJ. ), A., Newport.
Foss, 8. A.. Jefferson County,
(iross, Samnel 1., Lonisville.
{lore, Joshua, Bullitt County,
GGrant, E. L., Pendleton County.
Gazlev. L. E., Henry County.
(ivens, H. 1., Oldham County,

Harrison. GGenrge B., Favette County,

Hodges. 1. Y.. Franklin County,
Hewitt. P. (.. Lonisville,
Hapson. H.. Jefferson County.
Hunter. S. V.. Hawesville.
Hundley W. A.. Louisville,
Hardin. John, Louisville.

Hall, S. N.. Lanisville,

Hxynes, T3, Bardstown.
Hawkins. .T. H.. Harrison County.
Hunt. R. H.. Covington.

Holt, W. D.. Cavireton.
Hughes. .JJ. N.. Lonisville,

Ingles, Edward, Paris.

Jaenhs, W. R.. T.onizville,

Jones. R, M., Lexington,

Johns, A. H.. Kenton,

Jenkins, H. T.. Lexington.
Krapp, Jas.. Tonisville

Knight. .T. W.. Lonisville,
Kirkpatrick. .John. Cynthiana.
Keller David, Jefferson County.
Loteher, J. P.. Nicholasville.
Lyle. €. T, Lonisville,

Lewis, — —., Jefferson County.
Lee, E. Y.. Covington.

Lone, E. T.. Henrv County.
T.ateher. Samuel, Texington.
Miller, Tenrv. Lonisvilla,
AMiller, W, .. Lonisville,

Mills. .J. M., Frankfort.

Monroe, Ben., Frankfort,

Alnore. T. .JJ.. Harrodshurg.
Metealfe, J, C.. Louisville,
Meriwether. H. ., Lonisville
Miller, John T.

Morris. W.P.. Daviess Connty.
Mattinelv (. P.. Bardstown.
Martin. H. D., Paris.

Major, Fr.. Covington,
MeCreary, J. C.. Simpson County.

Monteomerv. W. (', Lincoln County.

MeCauley, W. D.. Louisville,
hwen. W. T.. Lonisville,

W ot oaf These men living.

Owen, L. F., New Castle.
Owen. S. R., Somerset.
N'Rilev. Dennis, Lonisville.
Phythian, C. G.. Frankfort,
Powell. 1., Lounisville.

Pyles, N . Louiaville.

I*irtle, (.. Tounisville,

Peter, Robert. Lexington,
Price, J. G., Franklin County.
Pattersen, A. A., Fayvette County.
Pilkinton. S. (.. Lexington,
Pritlow, R., Covington.
Terrine. H.. Lexington.

Polin, Franecis E., Springfield.
Powell. W. J., Mercer County.
Richardson, T. ., Lonisville.
Rogers, Lewis, Louisville.
Ronnald, G. W., Lonisville.
Ross,. John O.. Louisville.
Rudd, R. I1.. Louisville
Richardson. 8. B, Louisville.
Rodman. H., Frankfort,
Roberts, .JJ. G., Frankfort.
Ray, L. G.. Paris.

Raphiel, B. J.. Louisville,
Tiffe, J. M.. Winchester.
Rankin, Paul, Georgetown.
Ray, J. ., Paris.

Richardson. Edw’d., Kenton County.
Reddick, P. L., Newport
Ridley, J. O., Louisville.
Sntton, W. T... Georgetown.
Sneed, W. €., Frankfort.
Swain, John, Ballardsville,
Spillman, C. H., Harrodshure,
Slanghter, ). L.. Shelhyville.
Sale, T. .J.. Lounisville,

Speed, John J., Louisville,
Silliman. B., Jr., Lonisville.
Smith. Joseph. Danville,
Smith. C., Richinond.

Smith. W. 0.. Colemanaville,
Sannders. Th., Shelbyville,
Singleton, —- —., Jessamine County.
Sloan. W. .I.. Newport.
Singleton. .J. W.. Padueah.
Shaler. N. B., Newport,
Sentenay., W. W_, .Jefferson County
Southgate, B. W.. Kenton County.
Smith, W. (., Harrison County.
Schne, A.. Shelbvville.

Simith, .J. T,.. Louisville.

Smith, .J. 7., Covington.
Seott, S. S, Kenton County.
Tvyler, (3. B.. Owensboro.
Thornbury, P.. Louisville.
Tham. Mandeville,

Thum €, W., Louisville.
Tinsley, J. J., Lonisville,
Thomson. T). D.. Louisville,
Trabue, B. F., Glasgow.
Tingle. .

Thornton. G. W.. Newport
Tibhetts, W., Covington.
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Winston, J. D., Georgetown,
Watson, F. H., Frankfort.
Whitley. J. J., Lexington.
White, E. P, Mount Sterling.
Wible, B. M., Louisville.
Wetherford, E. D., Louisville.
Way, J. C., Louisville,

Wise, T. J., Covington.

Wise, T. N., Covington,
Walton, C. J., Hart County.
Yandell, I.. P. Sr.. Louisville.
Yandell. ). W., Louisville,

WNo one of these men living.

A SELF-EXPLANATORY COMMUNICA-
TION FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE STATE SOCIETY®.

Frankfort, Ky., December, 1856.

T the Mcmbers of the Kentucky State Med-
wal Soctety:

While acting in the capacity of Secretary
for three years, and since my promotion to the
office of President of your society, I have re-
ecived numerous eommunications from mem-
bers and from physicians not members, who
feel some interest in the permanent success
of the enterprise, making inquiries as to when
the transactions of the several meetinggs, not
published, would be given to the public. To
all these inquiries, I have been compelled to
give an indefinite and unsatisfactory answer.
1t is well knewn to most of you, that valuable
and interesting reports were made at the an-
nual sessions held in 1853-54, which have not
been published for want of funds to pay the
expense of printing them., This has resulted
mainly from a want of promptness on the
purt of the members in sending up their an-
nunal assessments, which, had they been for-
warded, would have been amply sufficient to
enable the committee on publications, to have
had the transactions promptly printed and
distributed. The last annual meeting was
held during the inclement weather of Febru-
ary, and the number present, though respect-
able, was not as large as at the former meet-
ings. No definite arrangements were made
for publishing the transactions of that meet-
ing, and the reports were left in my hands to
be disposed of in such way as might seem best.
1 have, with the advice of some of the mem.
bers, ventured to have the transactions of that
meeting published, mainly upon my own re-
spongihility. There being a balance in the
Treasury helonging to the Society, I have ap-
propriated it in part payment, for printing
these transactions.

*Circular.
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The transactions herein published, are ered-
itable to the Society, and too valuable to be
loat. Those of former meetings to the promo-
tion of so landable a cause. By referenee to
the list of members appended, it will be scen
that an annual contribution of %3 each, would
be amply sufficient to publish the transactions
of each annual meeting, and would furnish
cach member with a volume, worth more than
his assessment. The transactions not publish-
ed are,

For the Session of 1853 :
Annual address
Chipley.
Report on Surgery—VProf J. B. Flint,
Medical Biography—Dr. L. P. Yandell.
Statistics of Hernia—Dvr. 8. I3. Richard-
son.

Epidemic Erysipelas—Dr. L. F. Owens.
On the relation between Diseases and Par-
ticular (zeologica! Formations—Dr. Peter.
Vital Statistics—Dr, W. L. Sutton,
History of Prisons and Penitentiaries-—
Dr. W. C. Sneed.

On Public Hygiene—Dr, T. S. Bell.
Medieal Ethics—Dr. W. 5. Chipley.

On Medical Grievanevs in Courts of Jus-
tice—Dr. B. M. Wible.

Those of the Session of 1854, are:

The Address of the President—Dr. Gross,
On Suits for Malpractice—Dr, C. II,
Spillman.

On the Use of Cold Water as a Thera-
peutic Agent—Dr, J. C. Darby.

On the Treatment of Typhoid Fever—Dr.
Joseph Smith.

These reports would make a large and valu.
able volume, filled with matter not to be had
in any other way. To publish them, will re-
quire only a small sum from each member of
the Soecicty, and if each one will respond
promptly, these valuable reports may be in
their hands long before the next annual meet-
ing.

Hoping that what I have done will meet
with your cordial approbation, and that you
will respond promptly to my suggestions, and
aid me to have all the transactions of the So-
ciety published at an early day.

by the President, Dr.

I remain vours, &e.,
W, . SxEeED.

President Kentucky State Medical Society,
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NAMES AND RESIDENCES OF THE PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES, WITH
THE PLACES AND DATES OF MEETINGS OF THE STATE MEDICAL
SOCIETY OF KENTUCKY, FROM 1851 TO 1917

YEAR NAME ADDRESS PLACE OF MEETING

1531  President—William L. Sution®* Georgetown Frankfort
Seervetary—W. (. Sneed,* Frankfort

1552 DPresident-—William L. Sutton,* Lieorgetown Louisville
Seeretary—\W. C. Sneed,* Frankfort

[ il

1503 President—William 8. Chipley,* Lexington Lexington
Seeretary-—W. C. Sneed.* I'rankfort

1654 President—Samuel D. Gross,*® Louisville Covington
Seeretary—W. . Sneed.® Frankfort

1656  President—L, H, Spillman®,* llarrodsburg Frankfort
Seeretary—W. C. Sneed,* Frankfort

1667 President—W, C. Sneed,* Frankfort Louisville
Seeretary—Tobias G. Richardson,®*  Louisville

1858 T'resident—W.T. Owen,*® Lonisville Louisville
Secretary—Tobias G. Richardson,*  Louisville.

1559  President- -Joshua B. Flint,* Louisville Lebanon
sSecretary—-Samuzel M. Bemiss.* Louisville,

1568  President—1). N. Porter,* Iminence Danville
Secretarv—DPreston B. Scott,* Louisville.

ISG2  President—William Pawling,* Danville, Lexington
Secretary—>Stanhope I, Breckenridge,*Danville

I8¢ President—Henry M. Skillman®,* Lexington Bowling Green
Secretarv—A3!. E. Poynter* Midway :

1571  President—William A. Atchison,®  Bowling Green Covington
Secretary—John D. Jackson,* Danville

572 President—T. N. Wisc.® Covington Louisville
Seeretary— Williamm B. Rodman.*® Frankfort

C. F. Ulrich** Louisville

1873 President—Lewis Rogers* Louisville Padueah
Secretarv—JT1. A, Larrabee,* Louisville

1874 TPresident—J. W. Thompson,* PPadueah Shelbyville
Secretaryv—JI. A. Larrabee® Louisville

1575 President—Jerman Baker* Shelbyville Henderson
Secretary—J. A. Larrabee,® Louisville

1876 President—.J. A, Hodge,* Henderson Hopkinsville
Secretarv—J. W, Singleton * Padueah

1877 President—R. W. Gaines,* Hopkinsville Louisville
Secretary—James H. Letcher, Henderson

iy

This title was changed to "“The Kentucky State Medical Associatian™ in 1903,
The minutes of the meeting in 1855 were not published or preserved, and, while the tradition is that regular mee:-

ings were held from 1850 ta 1867, excepd for two or three years during the Civil War, s diligent seareh of over a venr
has failed to fnd a t-ace of the minutes or sbhout the officers or plares and dates of meeting.

A, O accaunt of serious illness, Idr. Skillman could not attend the mecting and the Reninr VicePresident, e, Atchi-
son. presided and wos elerted Pregident for the succeeding term,

4. v, Rodman did not attend the meeting and Dr. Uirich was elected Secretary pro tempore and served for the
entire meeting.
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YEAR NAME ADDRESS PLACE OF MEETING
1878 Presiderit— Lunsford P. Yardell, Sr.,” Louisville Frankfort
John L. Dismukes®* Mayfield

Secretary—James H. Letcher, Henderson

1872 TPresident—Charles H. Todd,* Owenshoro Danville
Secretary—James H. Letcher, Henderson

15830 President—R. W. Dunlap,* Danville Lexington
Secretary—Arch Dixon, Henderson

1881 Presidemt—Lyman Deecher Todd.* Lexington Covington
Secretary—Lewis S. McMurtry, Danville

1382 President—James W. Holland, Louisville Louisville
Secretary—Lewis S. McMurtry, Danville

1982  President—-Ancil ). Priee,* Harrodsburg Louisville
Seecretary—DLewis S. McMurtry, Danville

i#54 President—J. N. McCormack, Bowling Green Bowling Green
Secretary—=Samuel M. Letcher.® Richmond

1384 President—Pinckney Thompson,* Henderson Crab Orchard
Secretary—=Samuel M. Letcher,* Richmond

1846 President—Joseph P. Thomas* Pembroke Winchester
Secretary—=Steele Bailey, Stanford

1587 DIresident—William H. Wathen,*® Louisville Paducah
Secretary—Steele Bailey, Htanford

12838 President—TJohn G. Brooks* I"aducah Crab Orehard
Secretary—=Steele Bailey, Stanford

1589 President—Lewis 8. McMurtry, Louisville Riehmond
Secretary—Steele Bailey, Stanford

i90 DPresident—John A. Quchterlony,®* Louisville Henderson
Secretary—=Steele Bailey, Stanford

1891 President—George Beeler,® Clinton Lexington
Secretary—=Steele Bailey, Stanford

1892 President—Hawkins Brown,* Houstonville Louisville
Secretary—Steele Bailey, Stanford

1693 President—Arch Dixon, Henderson Frankfort
Secretary—Steele Bailey, Stanford

1894 President—T. Q. A, Stewart,* Frankfort Shelbyville
Secretary—Steele Bailey, Seanford

15895 President—Joseph B. Marvin,* Louisville Harrodsburg
Secretary—Steele Bailey, Stanford

1896 President—John A. Lewis, Georgetown Tebanon
Secretary—=Steele Bailey, Stanford

1597 President—Robert C. MeChord, Lebanon Owensboro
Secretary—=Steele Bailey, Stanford

1598 President—7Joseph M. Mathews, Louisville Maysville
Secretary—Steele Bailey, Stanford

1899 President—David Barrow, Lexington Louisville
Secretary—Steele Bailey, Stanford

1900 President—William Bailey,* Louisville Georgetown
Secretary—Steele Bailey, Stanford

“1rend.

5.

On pceount of the death of Dr. Yandell, the Benior Viee-President, Irr. Dismukes, succecded to the Presidency.
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TEAR NAME ADDRESS PLACE OF MEETING

1M1 President—-James H. Letcher. Henderson Louisville
Secretary—Steele Bailey, Stanford

1902  President—T. B. Greenley,® Meadow Lawn Paducah
Secretary—Steele Bailey, Stanford

1903  President—William W. Richmond, Clinton Louisville
SRecretary—Steele Bailey, Stanford

194 President—Steele Bailey, Stanford Lexington
Secretary—James B. Bullitt, Touisville

1905 President—Frank H. Clarke, Lexington Louisville
Secretary—James B, Bullitt, Louisville

1906 President—Charles Z. Aud, (Cecilian Owensboro
Secretary—James B, Bullitt, Lonisville

17  President—Daniel M. Griffith, Owensboro Louisville
Secretaryv—Arthur T. MeCormack, Bowling Green

1908 President—John G, Cecil ® Louisville ‘Winchester
Secretaryv—Arthur T. MeCormack, DBowling Green

1909 President—Isaac A. Shirley, Winchester Liouisville
Secretary—Arthur T. MeCormack, Rowling Green

1910 President—Joseph E. Wells, Cynthiana Lexington
Secretary—Arthur T. MeCormack, DBowling Green

1911 President—James G. Carpenter, Stanford Padueah
Secretary—Arthur T. MeCormack, Bowling Green

1912 DPresident—David Q. Hanecock,* Henderson Louisville
Seeretarv—Arthur T. McCormack, DBowling Green

1413 President—William O. Roberts, Touisville Bowling Green
Secretary—Arthur T. Me¢Cormack, Dowling Green

1114  President —James W. Ellis? Masonville Newport

John J. Moren, Louisville

Seeretarv—Arthur T. MeCormaek, towling Green

1915  President—James W, Kincaid, Catlettshurg Louisville
Seeretarv—Arthur T. MeCormack, Dowling Green

1916 President—Ap. Morgan Vanecej?* Louisville Hopkinsville

Milton Board, Liouisville

Secretary—-Arthur T. MeCormack. Rowling Green

1917 President—Phillip H. Stewart, ’aducah Louisville

Secretary-—Arthur T. MeCormack,

Bowling Green

* Iread.

1. *r. Fllis wns nnakle to attend the mpetins; and, U recomimendation of the Conpeil, Tir. Moren was unanimons-
Iy elected Fresident,

. Dir. Vance died Diecember 9, 1915, and wpon recommendation of the Council Dr. Board was onanimeusiy eleet
Fresident.
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FACTS AND REMINISCENCES OF THE
MEDICAL HISTORY OF KEN-
TUCKY.*

By Lewis Rogers, M. D., Louisville.
(Fentlemen of the Sociely:

_ I esteem it a very great honor to be the pre-
siding officer of the Kentucky State Medical
Soelety, an association composed of members,
past and present, many of whose names are
aruong the most distinguished of this country.
1 deem myself specially fortunate in being
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varied observations and study to the common
stock. I am sure that I shall not he mistaken
in the expectation that this meeting in Pa-
dncah will add greatly to the future useful-
ness of the Society by enlisting new and zeal-
ous workers who have not heretofore been as-
sociated with us.

As the time for our annual reunion ap-
proached. my mind became somewhat solicit-
ious as to the subject of this address. What
shall T or what ean I write about that had not
been presented to you in a more attractive
form than I felt that it was possible for me

DOCTOR LEWIS ROGERS
1812--1875

For many years one of the leading teachers and practitioners of Louisville,
and President of theState’Socicty.

permitted to enjoy this honor in the prosper-
ons and hospitable metropolis of Western
Kentucky. I am pleased with the centrifugal
nmovement which this meeting inaugurates.
Heretofore we have met in the more central
parts of the state: hereafter we may indulge
the hope that the members from the remote
parts will more fully partieipate in our pro-
ceedings, and contribute the result of their

*President’s Address delivered before the State Medical S0
viety. at Padueah, April, 1873,

to present it was naturally a question of
much anxiety to me. The subject of mediea?
cdueation was ‘‘a thrice-told tale.”” In all
of its many important phases as connected
with medical schools and office instruetion, i*
had heen diseussed over and over again much
miore ably than 1 eould discuss it. This would
not do. And so in regard to the amount and
the kind of education which should be requir-
ed as preliminary to the study of medicine,
This had formed the vexed topic of many an
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inieresting debate before this body and else-
where,  Samtary science, in all of its wide
Fange, dad often been pressed upon your at-
teatton and disposed of as it should be, 1
could aud notluog 1o i, Aud so again with
il Anatomy Bul, with the law for the govern-
went of apothecaries, and many other mat-
ters of equal and even greater moment. They
all have reference to the present or future
interests of the public and the profession, and
I have Fell se sure that they would continue
te command the public and professional mind
vntil their beneheent purposes were accomp-
lished that | could but deem it unprofitable
to raise my veice in their behalf,

The history of medicine in Kentueky, the
remarkable record which the profession has
niade siuee the very infaney ot the stale, are
topics which may be recalled with just pride
and very great pleasure. 1 propuse to speak
vl some of these by-gone things as *“Facts and
Licininiscences of the Medical History of Ken.
tucky.’” Many of the facts are already fa-
miliar to you in a fragmentary form; it may
uot be unprefitable or uninteresting to view
them in a group. My own reminisences may
be received for what they are worth.

Whatever may be the present status ol
Kentucky medieme, and 1 hold that it is high,
the past a! least is secure. When Kentuecky
was to a large extent & wilderness, and not
cet wholly free from hostile incursions of tu.
Indians, when the pepulation was so sparse
as searcely to give encouragement to any edu-
atioral enterprises except such as were nece
sary for the simplest branches of learning, th.:
mtercsts of medicine were not only not neg-
lewstedd bt reeeived conspicuous regard.

In 1798 Transylvania University”’ an.
the " Kentucky Academy ™ were united under
one hoard ol trustees,  with  the name ot
“Pransvivania University,”” and in 1799 law
and mediesl depariments were added to the
academical. Do Samnel Brown was appoint-
il the tirst profes<or of medicine in Transyl-
vania. anud the first in the West.  Dr. Francis
Ridgeley was appointed a professor in the
University shortly after Dr. Brown, and was
Jdue Hest to deliver a course of medieal
tares in the West, From 1799 to 1817 various
appointments were made in the medieal de
partment. and partial conrses of lectures were
ieliversd.,  Dhuring this interval. among the
locally-distinguishe:l men who were appointed
to profes<orships. none were more remarkable
than D Joseph Backanan,  Tle died in Lou-
isville in 1529 and T eall up from the memor-
ies of my bovhood, with great distinetness, his
slender. fexible form.  massive  head, 2nd
thougthful, intellectual face. He was a man
of great aiud varied powers of mind. He was
a mechanieal, medieal, and politieal philoso
pler. Tis “*spiral™ steam boiler, the proto-
tvpe of the exploding and exploded tubular
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boiler, and his steam land-carriage, wers
auong the wounders of the day. As a physici-
al, s papers attracted disungushed notice
Irom the nedical savants of Lhiladelpina,
Jhen the great eenter of nedical science. -
a political writer, he was deemed worthy to
discuss, and did wiscuss with power and ettect,
the momentous problems of special and gen-
eral political economy agitating the country
at the stirring period when Clay, Webster,
John Quiney Adams, John C. Calhoun, and
Andrew Jackson were the ruling spirits. Dr.
Suchanan was the ceditor of the Lowisvw..
Focus, a post for which he was selected by the
discerning mind of William W, Worsley, the
founder of the Louwisville Focus and of the
great publisking house of John P, Morton &
Co. 1f Dr. Buchanan had eoucentrated his
wonderful mind upon some one of the great
branches of medicine, he would have added
much to the luster of Kentucky medicine.
~Uis full nature, like that river of which
Alexander broke the strength, spent itself in
vhannels which had no great name on the
varth.”’

In 1817 a full course was given in Tran-
sylvania to a class of twenty pupils, and in
the spring of 1818 the degree of M. D., was
vonferred for first time in the West. John
l.awson MeCullough, of Lexington, was the
first graduate in medicine in the valley of the
Missigsippi. History thus assigns to Ken.
tucky the honor of inaugurating the teaching
of scientific medicine in the West. The first
it begin, she has occupied the most prominent
position in this field of education to the pres-
ent time, Her sehools have been the most
popular, her classes the largest, her profes.
surs the most learned, her graduates the lead-
ing practitioners of the South and West, and
her influence upon practical medicine and
surgery greater than that of all other schools

K-nek’s Ilistory of Lexington states ‘‘tha.
viiceination had been introduced for several
vears in Lexington by Dr. Samuel Brown, ot
Transylvania. when the first attempts at it
were being made in New York and Phila-
delphia. Up to 1802 he had vaecinated up-
ward of five hundre:l persons in Kentucky.’
This invaluable diseovery was announced by
Jenner in 1798, and we find it suecessfully
introduced into the backwoods of the West,
hy Kentucky enterprise, before 1802. The
Kine-poek Institution of New York was es-
tablished in 1802,

The Eastern Lunalie Asylum has long en-
joyed a distinguished place among institu.
tions of the kind in this country. Dr. W. 8§
Chipley, for so many years the eminent su-
perintendent of  this asvlum, has made it
known at home and abroad by his valuable re-
qorts and other papers upon mental alien.
tion. This asylom was founded in 1816, un-
der the name of the ‘‘Fayette Asylum.”” It
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was the first ever established in the western
country, and the seeond state asylum opened
in the United States.

In counection with the history of medicia.
periaining to Lexington, Dr. B. W. Dudley
must ever occupy a comnspicuous place, Dis.
tinguished in every branch of surgery, he was
particularly eminent, as we all know, as a
lithotomist. 1f not the first surgeon to per-
form this operation in Kentucky and the
West, he was the first lithotomist 1n the num-
ber and successful results of his cases of the
perind in which he lived. His fame was c.o-
existent with surgical literature.

If Kentucky had conferred no other bene-
faetion upon mankind, the operation of
ovariotomy performed for the first time by
Dr. Ephraim McDowell, of Danville, in 180%,
would entitle her to immortal honor. I benc..
that no one now denies to Dr. McDowell the
originality of this heroie surgical achievemen.,
Every surgeon in this country concedes it.
In a conversation which I had, in 1865, with a
number of eminent surgeons of Great Brit-
ain, among whom may be mentioned Mr.
Spencer Wells, Mr. Baker Brown. and Sir
James Syme, no one had any reserve on the
subject except Mr., Syme. While he did not
deny the elaim of Dr. MeDowell, he did not
admit it. It is not a little amusing sometimes
to note with what reluctance European
writers recognize the great works of American
surgeons and physicians. In a recent article
in the Edinburgh Review upon the progress
of medicine and surgery, the operation of
ovariotomy is fully diseussed without the
mention of Dr. MeDowell, Mr. Spencer Wells
is mmade the hero of the operation!

The wvalue of this operation can be better
estimated by the statistics of eminent special-
ists. Tt is to be viewed as a remedy for a dis-
ease of utter hopelessness, if permitted to pur-
sne an undisturbed career. Medicines have
1o influencee over it. Though a few may live
many dreary yecars, the average duration of
ovarian tumors is from two to three years,
Dr. MeDowell operated thirteen times, as far
us can be ascertained. He preserved the lives
of six out of seven of his first patients. How
many of the other cases were sueeessful is not
known, though it is certain that several were
saved., Up to June last Mr. Wells's ovariot-
omies numbered 500, with 123 deaths. From
hTarch, 1870, to April, 1871, he had a success-
ion of 32 cases in private practice without one
death. Dr. Keith, of Edinburgh, up to July
last had operated 146 times with only 26
deaths. Dr. W. L. Atlee. of Philadelphia, has
operated about 300 times, Mr. Clay, of Man-
chester, up to December, 1871, had operated
250 times, with 182 sueccesses. The results
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may be tabulated, so as to be seen more clear-
ly:

Spencer Wells . 13.20%
UIRY. covmcsrrmamsmmmsmss semansmsmssamssons LD 50
W. L. Atlee . i 110
Bradford . ......... « w0 5%
Kimball .....coccvcmnmrnirnneccrnnen- 011 55
Dunlap .o BU S
Peaslee ... 67.80%
Thomas, ... 06.68%0

Keith has attained the highest succeess yeu
achieved in Europe, having saved 81 of his
tirst 100 cases, and sV of his next 36 cases, lu
the United States the general average 1s b
per cent., in Great Britain 6U, in Prance 30,
in Germany 41.66. Spencer Wells thinks the
average yet will be Y0 per cent. of cases in
private practice, without excluding thuse ex-
ireioe cases iu which the operation 1s perform.
ed us a forlorn hope.

My purpose in presenting these details is to
call attention to the vact that Dr. Taylor
Bradford, of Augusta, Kentucky, has already
attained the Y0 per cent. success which Wells
thinks may be ultimately attained. In Ken-
tucky, where the operation was first perform
the highest success has been reached.

I'easlee preseuts the great benefits confer-
red by ovariotomy in the following words: ** 1t
may be shown that in the United States and
Great Britain alone ovariotomy has within the
last thirty years directly coutributed more
thap thirty thousand years of active life 1o
woman, all of which would have been lost hi
ovariotomy never been performed.’’

The Institute for Deaf-mutes, in Danville,
Ientucky, was founded in 1823, It was the
first institution of the kind established in the
West. It followed closely wupon those ot
Hartford. New York, and Philadelphia, From
it small beginning it has become a noble and
most beneficient school. Mr. Jacobs, so long
its superintendent, has made it known
throughout the civilized world. The results
attained in the education of deal-mutes are
astonishing. They no longer speak by a
manual alphabet or manual signs only, but
are trained te utter their thoughts in articu-
late sounds wonderfully perfeet.

Iir. MeDowell and Mr. Jacobs have giver
the name of Danville an illustrious perpetuity
and bequeathed to  their suceessors in that
heantiful town a reputation which their pride
should he emulous to sustain. 1t is not an un-
teserved eulogium to say that Dr, John D.
Jackson and his associates of the BBoyvle Coun-
ty Medical Society uphold  very ably the
prestige already acquired.

Dr. Alban Goldsmith was an assistant to
Dr. MeDowell in several of his ovariotomies,
and operated himself one or more times. He
visited Europe at the time that Civiale was
attracting great attention to his original op-
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cration of lithotripsy. Dr. Géldsmith, under
the teachings of this master, perfected him-
self in this specialty; and rewurning to his
huine in Kentucky operated on a gentieman in
Lincoln County in 1829, the first operation of
lithotripsy ever performed in Kentueky or in
the Umted States. Dr. Goldsmith, desiring a
wider field for his labors, removed to Louis-
ville in a short while. In that eity 1 had the
Pleasure of sceing him operate in this special
way and in other branches of surgery. While
residing in Louisville he coneeived the project
of another mediecal school, recognizing the im-
portance of a large hospital and its clinical
facilities in the teaching of medicine and surg-
vry. To earry out tlus admirable design he
procured from the legislature, in 1833, the
charter of the **Medical Institute’’ of Louis-
ville. A faculty was organized, but did not
lecture, When a portion of the faculty of the
Medical Department of Transylvania Univers-
ity seceded from that school, in 1837, they or-
ganized under the charter of the Institute,
and eontinued to act under it until the Uni-
versity of Louisville was chartered, in 1845.
Dyr. Goldsmith may thus be considered the le-
gal founder of a school so long sheltered by
his charter.

From Lonisville Dr. Goldsmith removed to
Cincinnati, and for a time was professor ot
surgery in one of the schools of that eity ; but
finally settled permanently in the eity of
New York, pursuing to the close of his life the
special branch of surgery in which he was so
skilled, His son Professor Middleton Gold-
smith, is well known to the profession of this
staie as an able teacher and practitioner of
surgery.

Dr. Gross, in his report on Kentueky Sur-
ery, made to this Soeiety in 1852, remarks:
**In the treatment of hernia Kentucky may
Justly elaim the eredit of having effected one
1a0st valuable improvement. The truss in-
vented by Mr. Stagner, and afterward modi-
fiedd hy Dr. Hood, has aequired a world-wide
cviebrity. The value of the invention of Stag-
ner amd Hood ean be fully appreciated by
those only who are familiar with the nature
and treatment of hernia, and with the state
of our knowledge thereof prior to their time."”’

In the same report Dr. GGress records ‘‘that
soine vears ago Dr. Bowman of Harrodsburg,
showed me an instrument for injecting the
parts immediatcly around the abdominal
eatal ard apertures with a weak solution of
iodine aud other articles. It was eonstrueted
upen the prineiples of an ordinary syringe,.
with an extremely delieate nozzle, intended to
he introdueed through a small opening in the
skin. We here find the hyvpodermie syringe
foreshadowed. if not actnally invented. When
Woaod published his first papers on the sub-
jeet of hypodermic medication, I carried out
the practice, with the syringe having a deli-
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cately-curved nozzle used by dentists, in the
Lreatment of an obstinate case of lumbago, Dr,
S. Brandies, of Louisville, imported the first
hypodermic syringe ever used in Kentucky,
as he also did, through me, in 1862, the first
laryngoscope.

'The Louisville Marine Hospital was found-
vd in 1¥17, and was among the first of the
great public charities in the valley for sick
and disabled marines. 1t was sustained partly
vy taxes upon sales at auction, and partly by
a fund created, under the law of the United
States, frem weekly or monthly sums paid
by all sailors navigating the Ohio and other
western rivers. This institution was admir-
ably managed. Its trustees were selected
from the best citizens of Louisville, and its
physicians and surgeons were the elite of the
profession, mature men engaged in a large
and busy private practice. Among them I re-
call the names ot Drs. Richard Ferguson,
Gieorge W. Smith, Coleman Hogers, Sr., Jo-
seph Middleton, John P. Harrison, R. P. Gist,
and Llewelynn Powell. Conspicuous in this
medical staff, for personal virtues, for the
qualities of the Chritsian gentleman and for
all of the attributes of the accomplished phy-
sician, it gives me pleasure to single out for
special notice Dr. Harrison,

My earliest recollections of medicine are asso-
¢iated with this remarkable man. I knew him
well, and his history bas always been a favor-
ite theme with me. In this hospital he labored
very faithfully, and laid the foundation of a
medical career of great usefulness and dis-
tinction. Kentucky never produced a more
worthy son. He was an assidious worker at
the bedside and in the dissecting room. He
spent many of the long winter nights in the
study of all forms of anatomy by minute and
careful dissection. Not content with the
raodizum of anatomical knowledge acquired
while atiending his several courses of lectures,
it was his custom to revise this important
branch of study every winter. As a boy, 1
wiis often hiz companion in the fourth story
of the hospital. Dr. Harrison was a general
as well as a medical scholar, He delighted in
all kinds of polite literature., He was pecul-
iar in his habits of reading. The lighter
works of general literature occupied his leis-
urc hours in the warm summer months, while
tke long winter evenings were devoted to the
severer studies of the seiences. He was never
idle. Of an ardent and active temperament,
he could not be idle. He was a man of the
purest personal and professional honor. To-
ward his professional brethren he bore him-
sclf with fastidious ecare. In medical ethies
he was a martinet. There were subordinate
qualities abont Dr. Harrison which should
and ean pertain to every phyisican. Every
one ean not be tall and graceful in form as
Dr. Harrison was, with dark hair and com-
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plexion and keen gray eyes; but every one
can have agreeable manners, a dignified bear-
ing and he neat in dress and person. Dr. Har-
rison was always so. He dressed simply but
elegantly, and everything about him looked
the refined gentleman. His office was attraet-
ive, the furniture good and in order, the books
in his large library svstematieally arranged.
‘When his patients called npon him they were
nnpressed by these things. His horse was al-
ways well groomed, his harness bright, and his
gig perfectly clean. In all regards he sus-
tained the respectability of his calling. These
personal details may seem unworthy of notice
in an address like this, but they have an im-
portant moral, T am sure that the influence
and usefulness of medical men in cities, vil-
lages, and country places, arc materially less-
ened by inattention to such matters as were
striking qualities of Dr. Harrison. Person-
al qualities are often tokens of professional
character. Slovenly dress, unkempt hair, a
dirty office. with a few broken chairs. and a
rickety table with a dusty slate on it, are not
likely to inspire the sick with pleasant ideas
of their medica! adviser. Such conditions
spring from and react upon the character of
the physieian.

Dr. Harrison kept himself fully up with
the advances of medicine. The first stetho-
scope I ever saw, and the first one hrought to
Kentucky. was imported by him. Tt was of
the pattern originallv devised and made by
Tiaennec himself, and was in mv possession for
many years. Dr. Harrison talked of going to
Flurope to studv this new physical diagnosis
of diseases of the chest, but was for a time
skeptical as to the reality of Laennee’s great
revelations,

In this connection my memory ealls np the
interesting fact that Prof. Henry M. Bullitt,
of the Louisville Medical College, was the first
physician in Kentueky. as far as T am in-
formed. to earrv the stethoscope into the dailv
studv of his eases. e returned from Phila-
delphia in 1838, having hecome an expert in
this method of diagnosis. under the teachings
of Gerhard and Pennock. T was then pur.
sning the same studv in the wards of the
Marine Hospital. and owe mv first advances
to the instruction af Dr. Bullitt. Dr. Bullitt
hronght with him. hbesides this practieal
knowledee. a mind thoroughly and ardently
imbued with Louis’s inductive method of
studving diseases. This method. substituting
carefnllv-ascertained acts and the results in-
ductively evolved from them for mere closet
theories, was then bringing about a thoroueh
revclntion in the science of medicine. Tn this
Dr. Bullitt plaved an efficient part by his pen
and his teaching.

Dr. Harrieom appreciated at an early dav
the importance of clinieal medieine, and was
among the first in the West to give cliniea!
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leetares, in the wards of the Marine Hospital,
to a elass of students. The clinical advantages
of Louisville caused him to look to that ecity
as the future seat of a great medical school.

In 1834 Dr. Marrison removed to Phila-
delphia to find a more suitable theatre for the
realization of his ambitious purposes. He wus
called very soon, however, to fill an important
chair in one of the schools of Cinecinnati,
While teaching here, and for many years be-
fore, his pen was prolific in the production of
valuable papers on various medical subjects.
As a teacher of materia medica he was dis-
tingnished for his sound and practical thera-
peaties. He was an able practitioner, and
hrought before his class the ripe fruits of an
vxtensive experience. He published a **Treat-
isc on Materia Mediea and Therapeuties.”
the first and only systematie work on this sub-
ject by a western physician. The practical
portions of this work are excellent. and worthy
of all respect even at the present day. The
hook is remarkahble as being prohably the last
aver publishad in thiz ecountry in which the
doctrines of pure solidism are asserted and
those of humoralism opposed. The idea of
the ahsorption of medicines hy the hlood-ves-
sels is8 vehemently rebuked.

Tn 1838 Dr. Charles Caldwell delivered the
first rlinieal 1eetures of the Universitv of Lou-
isville in the wards of the Marine Hospital. T
was his elinieal assistant, Tn 1839 the first
elinical amphitheater ever founded in the
West was attached to this Hospital. From
that room, for more than thirty vears. the
practieal lessons nf Drake. Gross. Eve, J. B,
Flint. Bartlett, FEthelhert Tindley., Annan,
Austin Flint. Palmer, Mardin., Middleton
Goldsmith, D. 'W. Yandell, and their asso-
ciates and sueecessors. have heen diffused
thronghout the length and breadth of this
country.

Pr. Samuel T,. Metealfe. who died in Phila-
delphia in 1856, had a seientifie character of
which Kentueky mav well be prond. Thongh
known to many of the older physicians, he is
possiblvy unknown to some of the junior mem-
bers of the profession. Tn 15833 Dr. Metealfe
published at New York., a ireatise. entitled
A New Theory of Terrcstrial Magnetism.”’
eontaining speenlations of a remarkabla char-
acter, and contending for the idenity. in eer-
tain relations, of heat, electricity. and mag-
netism. Tn it were the germs of the great
philosophical theory ecalled ‘‘the correlation
of forees.”” now accepted hy the seientifie
world. This hook was reviewed by Dr. T. &,
Bell. in the Fowisvifle JTournal, shortlv after
it was published. and pronounrced the first
work of its kind on the suhject,

Tn 1838 this work was expanded into a
nobhle treatise. entitled ““Calorie: its Mechan-
iral, Chemieal. and Vital Agencies in  the
Phenomena of Nature.”” Dr, Metecalfe took
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the manunseript to London and endeavored to
rind a publisher. One was at last found, who
agreed to pnblish it provided the author
wonld permit him to snbmit the manuseript
to the inspectior and approval of a scientific
veader emploved for sueh purposes. The
nanuseript was kept for some weeks, and af.
fer many ealls Dr. Metealfe suceeeded in re-
covering it, with the information that ths
judement of the reader was unfavorable,
Prof. J. B. Flint was in London st the time.
purchasing the library for the Medieal De-
partment of the University of Lonisville. and
1o him Dr. Metealfe communicated these faets
with the additional statement that he had
azeertained. hevomd a  douht. that Michael
aradav was the reader to whom his manu-
seript had heen submitted. The doetrine of
“The Correlation of Forees™” which forms a
conspicuons element of the fame of Faradav,
was clearly and eogently taught in this new
work of the Kentnsky philosopher: and prior
to the fime that Dr. Metealfe’s manuseript
was pernsed by Faraday he had never taught
anv 1thine of the kind. Tn 1343 Dr. Metealfe
published his treatise in two large volumes.
Tt was received 1in Europe with an unusnal
amonnt of faver. Tn 1853 a seeond edition
was published. a copy of which is owned hy
my distinemished friend. Dr. T. 8. Bell.

Dir, Metealfe resided near Simpsonville,
Shelhy Counfy. while in Kentueky. The
state, and esnecially the medical men. have
almndant reason to cherish his well-earned
fame. His reputation was so firmly establish-
1 in FEurope that he was importuned to he.
vome a candidate for the Gregorian Chair in
the Tniversity of FEdinhurgh, whick he de-
elined.

Tn JJannary. 1843 Dr. Wm. A. MeDowell, a
eousin of the ereat ovariotomist, and one of
his aids in the performance of his operations.
published an aetavo volime, of two hundred
and sixtv-nine pages, entitled A Demonstra.
tion of the Curahility of Pulmonarv Con.
sumption in 21l ~f ils Stages.”” Dr. MeDowell
remaved to Tonisville some vears anterior to
this date, with a name and prestige which
oon won for him an exeellent praetice in all
of the hranches of medicine, Pulmonary
eonsnmption was< one of his favorite suhjects,
and he soon put forth the elaim of unusual
siteerss in the treatment of this disease. Snch
unvsnal resnlts were announeed as to exeite
in the minds of his professional friends an un-
iust snspicion of charlantry. When his hook
appeared it was received not  only with in-
ercdnlity bt with severe and sneering eriti-
cisms.  Time. however has done justice to Dr.
MeDowell’s eharaster and elaims. The work,
thongh defestive in literary merit. erude in
many of its ideas. and asserting powers for
many medicines whieh they de  not possess,
rontained not only the germ but the snhstance
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fully developed of the therapeutics of con-
sumption now considered orthodox. He
states that he first derived the views which
he inculeates, modificd by what he denomi-
naies the antinodal plan, from Dr. Joseph
i'avrish, of Philadelphia. To quote the lan-
guage of his preface: ‘““We coneluded upon
compining his theory with an antipodal plan
1hich we ourselves had determined to adopt,
consisting of a conrse of dieteties and regi-
mien ealeulated to produee aequired gout; for
we regarded gout as the extreme athletie or
tonic morhid eondition, econsumption ag the
extreme atonie.”” Though this mode of pre-
senting the snbject be erude and coarse when
compared with our more refined and seemine-
Iy more recondite rationale of treatment, the
sinine great analeptie truth underlies both, T
have no doubt that Dr. MeDowell enred many
vases of gennine phthisis pulmonaris. and pro-
longed the lives of many more, as the tonie
and restorative plan, now umniversally adept-
ed. 13 well known to do. His book was in ad-
vance of the fimes in this country certainly,
and T de not know that a formal presentation
of the subject had been made in Europe. Dr.
.. ITugtes Bennett, nf Edinburgh, and other
distinguished eo-workers. were heginning tfo
inculeate verv strongly the same method of
treatment. but had not eiven a puhlished
form to their views. This hoek of Dr. MeDow .
eil’s has not secured the plaece in the litera-
ture of pulmonary consumption to which its
intrinsic merit entitles it.

The Kentneky Tnstitute for the Blind was
ineorporated in 1842, The movement for
snch a school in onr state was inaugnrated by
Dr. & G. Howe, of Massachunsetts, who had so
suceeessfully hegun the heneficient work in the
latter state. Kentucky was among the first to
follow the example of the ‘“Old Bax State.””
From itz foundation *o the present time, this
institution has been an ohjeet of just pride.
Much of its progressive suceess has been due
to an eminent member of our profession.
“To inangurate a great charity is a noble
work: but tn wateh over it, to foster it, to
stand hy it from the heginning. to be its firm
friend through everv disaster and its coun-
selor in evervy omereenev: to  give it un-
wearied attention for over thirty years, and
sacrifice to ife oood an inealenlable amount of
anxinns thoneht and valuable time, is surely
erqnally noble.  Sueh serviees the state of
IKentneky has reeceived from Dr. Theodore S.
Rell.”  This is the testimonv of one who is
familiar with the devotion of this remarkahle
man to this institntion. T ean add my own
testimonv to the same effect, In mv many
profossional drives in  the direction of the
Blind Asviom T rarely fail to meet Dr. Bell
naking his dailv visit to his pet institution.
By his efforte the Bihle was stereotvped, and
a copy eiven to every worthy pupil of th»
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school. Kentneky enjoys the honor of being
the first state in the world to make a provis-
ion by law of this kind.

The history of the Blind Asylum has a
bright page for this constant friend. The
history of Kentucrky medicine for the last
fortvy years will also devote to him a large
and varied space. Kver busy, working more
hours every day and sleeping fewer than any
one I ever kmew, there is searcely a depart-
muent of medicine upon which he has not left
Ins impress. As a public hygienist, as a med-
ical philosopher and journalist, as a contro-
versial writer. as a practitioner and teacher,
he has long oeenpied and now occupies a eon-
spiruovs position. Seemingly untouched hy
time, he is to day as fresh and strong in phys-
ieal and mental power as he ever was.

Kentneky was one of the frst states of the
West, prohakly the verv first, to comprehend
the inealeulahle value of a careful reeistration
of the marriares. hirths, and deaths of her
citizens. The importanee of such registration.
fully appreeiated by many of the states of
Furope and by a few of this eountry. was
ably set forth in Kentucky. and impressed
upon the pumblic and legislative attention,
with great foree and effect hy the first regular
president of this Society. Dr. W, 1. Suatton,
of fOeorgetown. Tn effecting the passage of a
very perfeet law. hv the legislature of 1851-2,
he was ably re-enforeed bv Tr. W, 8, Chin.
lev of Lexington. and Dr. T. 8. Bell, of Lonis-
ville. Tt will not he deemed immodest in me
to sav that a ‘*Leeture on Sanitary Reform.”’
delivered by me to the medical class of the
Iniversity of Louisville at the opening ses-
sion of 1851-2. and published biv the ¢lass, had
some influenee, by the logie of its statisties. in
datermining the passage of the aet. Dr. Sut-
ten was the first regictrar and most snecess-
fully carried the law into execution. Before.
however, even a partial realization of the
great resnlts anticipated by him. Dr. Sutton
was removed by death from this sphere of
publie usefulness, and was succeeded by Dr.
S. M. Bemiss. now of New Orleans. Dr.
Bemiss proved to be a worthy follower of Dr.
Sutton, He carried the work forward with
zeal and ability. and his reports attracted
n:uch attention hoth at home and in foreign
vountries. The war of 1861 put an end to
this as to all other eivil pursunits. and sinee its
vlose the law has nat heen revived. Tt is a
reproach tn the intellizence of the state. and
most deeply damaging to her interests, that it
has not been restored.

Dr. Sutton was ane of the ablest men of the
profession in Kentneky. Plain, modest, prac.
tieal, an exeellent oehsarver. a good writer and
a sound practitioner. the state has produced
few superior to him. Tn sanitary science he
was the foremost man amone us. His broch-
ure on Tvphoid Fever, and a few other pa-
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pers on medical subjeets, gave him high rank
in medicine proper..

In Octoher, 1846, ether as first used by in-
halation as an anesthetic. In the winter or
spring of 1847 Dr. Joshua 1B, Flint adminis.
tered it for the first time in Kentucky, and
possibly in the west, in an amputation of a
lower limb performed by him in the presence
of a number of professional friends. I was
present. The ether as then ealled ““letheon,”
and administered by the aid of a complicatedd
inhaler,

Chloroform as first brought forward by
Sir James Y. Simpson, as a sonbstitute for
ether. in Novemher 1847, Tt was used for
the first time in midwifery in the eity of Lou-
isville, and a= far as is known in the state of
Kentueky, by Prof, TTenry Miller, on the 20th
of Februaryx. 1848,

Prof. 8. T, Gross, was the first snrgeon in
Louisville fo use chloroform as an anesthetie
in swrgery,  1le operated upon a servant un.
der its influence in the family of Thos. F.
Smith, removing a large tumor.

Professor Miller was a ploneer in several
other important branches of his speeialty. In
an able and verv eandid paper denominated
** Retrospeet of Uterine Pathology and Thera-
peuties in the Tnited tSates, espeeially in re.
aard to intrauterine medieation in chronie in-
ternal metritis,”” published by Dr. Miller,
i 1871, it is eertainly established that he was
the first in the West to use the speenlum
uteri systematieally in the treatment of Wis-
eases of the os and eervix uteri. This was a=
carly as 1835, a periodl when the speculine
was almost nknown practically to the pro-
fession in any part of the [Tnited States. The
first speeulum was bronght to Louisville hy
Nr. Allan P. Flston. a distinguished youne
physieian. whe after a residenee in Europe for
several vears returned to Louisville and re.
sumed his professional labors. Failing health
compelled him tn rotire after a short hnt hon
orable eareer. Dr. Miller was present when
Dr. Elston examined one of his patients in
the Workhouse Hospital, and beeoming enan:.
ored of the speculum forthwith devoted him:
solf to this irterestine hranch of snrzery. Tt
is peedless far me to tell this audienee with
what distineunished results. For a time the
treatment hy the aid of the speenlum was lim-
ited to the os and eervix uteri. Tn 1843 Dr.
Miller extended “his  loeal  treatment still
deeper, and made applieations to the eavity of
the organ. Tn the paper above mentioned he
proves eanclisively that he was in advanee of
every one elee in the T'nited States in intra-
uterine medieation. Kentucky justly elaims
nriority in hoth forms of uterine therapeuties,

Dr. Miller is the anuthor of the frst svstem-
atic work upon midwifery ever published in

the West. a work which ranks in original
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thought and practical value among the best
ever published.

Kentucky has heen ever prompt to obey the
requirements of philanthrepy. TUnder the
wise counsels and benevolent influences of
tohert W. Scott. the legislature, in 1860,
founded the Kentuecky Institution for the
Edueation of Feeble-Minded Children and
Idiots. This is the only institution of the
kind south of the Ohio River. There are sev-
eral in the North. which have undoubtedly
achieved surprising results in elevating the
mental status of these unfortunate beings.
They who have not observed the amount of
mental improvement which may be effected
hyv svstematic training, in suhjects who seem
to he hopelessly feeble, would searcely eredit
the real results. Our own institution prom-
ises to be a henefaction worthy of generous
enconragement,

The Lonisville College of Pharmacy was es.
tablished in Aungust. 1870, Tt has organized
a school of pharmacy. with efficient professors,
to teach the theory and praetice of pharmaey,
materia medica, chemistry, and the collateral
seiemeee,  Smeh an institution has long been
needed in Kentueky. and there now exists no
reason why everv apothecary should not be a
gradnats of this or some other equally worthy
eollege, and his gnalifications fully ascertain-
ed. hefore he is permitted to dispense medie-
ine. The interests of the publie. no Tess than
of the profession demand the enactment of
snch a law.

On the 28th of Mareh, 1872. the legislature
of Kentueky passed an act ineorporating the
“ Central Kenturky Tnebriate Asylum.’” This
agvinm is intended for the medical treatment,
eontrol, and restoration of the inebriate. Tt
is invested with the power to receive and retain
all inebriniss who enter it. either voluntarily or
kv the arder of the committee of any habitual
tddrunkard. The committee of the person mav
keep him in the asylum at diseretion. This
act Jdoes not indieate by what power this com-
wmirtee is ereated. Some previous law must exist
and T presnme that an aet, approved March
18. 1R72. to provide for the preservation of the
cstates and seeurity of persons of unsound
mind, wha hy hahitnal or exeessive use of poi-
sonous «drugs have herome ineompetent to
manaee themselves or estates with prudence
and diseretion, supplies the defect or provides
for it. This art empowers the e¢irenit or ehan-
cerv eourt of the eonnty to appoint a com-
mittee of one or more persons to take charge
of anv pereon who v the habitnal or exeessive
nse of opium or hasheesh. or any other dmg,
has hecome incompetent to manage himself or
ecstate. The faet of sneh incompetency must
he hronght hefore the eourt by affidavit of two
or more respectable persons, and an inquest
must he held hy jury in open court to inquire
into the fact. The committee of eustody and
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vontrol is invested with the power to confine
such person in anyv private asylum or in one
of the lunatic asylums of this commonwealth.
It will he obhserved that this act specifies
opium, hasheesh. or any poisonous drug, but
does not mention by name aleohol and its
preparations. A fair and secientific construct-
1on would include these; vet a doubt is left.
and diffucuty might spring up if any one
chese to contest the point and insist upon a
literal interpretation of the law. Habitual
and inveterate drunkenness is certainly one
of the forms of insanity. It is a condition in
which the will is under the mastery of the pas
sion, Tt is reengnized by the hest authorities
as insanity, and has received the names of
dipsemania and inomania. The interests of
the individual and of the entire community
wonld he advantageously consulted if this
view of drunkenness were carried into prac-
{ical effect. and the drunkard made amenable
to the law whieh is applied to the ordinary
Imatic, Whether the asvlum just incorpor-
ated be one merely for voluntary confinement
ar ane to whiech a jury may send any proper
suhject, Kentucky has led the advance, as far
ns I am informed, in this direction, in the val-
lev of the Mississippi.

Tt is a ereditabhle faet, reflecting the esti-
iz e in which Kentueky medicine is held by
the profession of the T'nited States, that our
sipte has directly furnished two presidents
of the American Medical Assoeiation, in the
pevson of Drs, Henrv Miller and David W,
Yandell. and indireetly a third in the person
of Dr. & D. Gross. all members of this Societv,
No memher of the profession in this eountry
has reeeived more honors at home and more
foreign deeorations than Dr. J. Lawrenee
Amith, anothor memher of this Society.

The eostablishment of a new school in 1837,
and of several others at later dates, led to im-
portant resnlts in the history of Kentucky
medieine. These schools have heen the means
of developing and bringing into more con-
spienons position many of onr own most gift-
ed physieian, and have invited from other
places some of the most eminent physicians
of the T'nited States. Among the former mav
b mentioned Bush, Peter, Ethelbert Dudley,
AMiller, Powell. Hardin., Richardson, Bullitt.
1he YVandells, Foree, Breckinridee, Cummins,
Bell. Bemiss, Bavless and Bodine. Among
the latter. Bartlett. Silliman, .J. B. Flint,
Drake, Cobb. Coleseott. Austin Flint, Sr.,
Eve. Gross. Palmer, J. Lawrence Smith and
Middleton Goldsmith. Some of the hest con.
{ributors to Ameriean medicine and surgery
were made hy several of these gentlemen while
ihev were connercted with the schools of Ken-
tueky, and these mav be fairly considered as
belongineg to  the medieal literature of our
siate. Tf all of the works were not written
here, much of the matter which gives them in-
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{erest was obtained while their authors were
connected with the schools and hospiials of
Louisville. This is particularly true of the
works of (iross, Drake and Austin Flint.

Connected with the schools of medicine
which have existed in Kentucky many remin-
iscences of men and things arise in my mind.
Among the most pleasant of these is my recol-
Iretion of Dr. Wm TL. Richardson, so long
the professor of obstetries in Transylvania.
Few men ever had nobler traits of character.
He was warm-hearted, brave, and a sineere
friend. I krew him from my earliest boy-
hood, and have passed many happy and in-
structive honrs at his magnificent home in
IFFayette county. His hospitality was profuse
and elegant. I listened to his public teach-
ings as a professor with interest and eare, he-
cause T knew that he taught the truth as far
as he possessed it. He was not scholarly nor
graceful and fluent as a leeturer: but he was
ardent and impressive, sufficiently learned in
his special branch, and had at his ready com-
wand a large stock of ripe personal experi-
cnee. T honor his memory heyond that of
most men whom T have known.

1 have often reealled with wonder the su-
preme satisfacticn with which I looked upon
the whole science and art of medicine, aftor
listening to one course of lectures by Dr. John
Esten ("noke, for so many yvears the venerable
incumbent of the Chair of Practice in Tran-
syvlvania, and in the University of Louisville,
¥ew teachers ever held such sway over the
minds of intelligent professional men as Dr.
(C'ooke, over the entire medical mind of the val-
ley of the Mississippi. Every one entertained
profound respeet for his great intelleet and
general learming, and for his purity of char.
acter and honesty of purpose. His theory of
medicine was peeuliar to himself, and elabor.
ated with great eare. It seemed to be built
upon an impreenable logie. It was dogmatieal.
ly tanght, and earried eaptive the minds of
the hundreds of voung men who listened to
his positive enuneciations. There were no
graces of oratorv about him, yet he had a
subtle way of infusing the poison of his false
doetrines which were of singular simplicity
and universal adaptedness. The practice grow-
ing out of them, so long dominant in the
South and West, was equally simple and
sdaptable. Three familiar medicines consti-
tuted the trinity of his practical erced.
Quinine and opinm were not known in his ma-
teria medica. With the retirement of Dr.
(looke, in 1844, a new medieal era commeneed
in the wide region over which his feachings
so long prevailed: and now not a vestige of
either his theorv or practice remains except
in the pages of his book and in the minds of
o few of the ancient members of the profes-
sion.

Who that ever saw Tr. Charles Caldwell
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can fail to have a living remembrance of him?
Who that cver listened to hyn as a teacher ean
fail to recall with admiration the great intel-
ieet, the varvied scholarship, the heauty and
power of pen and the polished eloquenee of
the grand old man? e impressed every one
hy the stateliness of his personal appearance,
He looked a very monarch, as, with scepter
waving in his hand, he moved majestically
along.

Dr. Caldwell was largely instrumental in
carryving the Medieal Department of Transyl-
vania to its high point of prosperity. He was
one of the great levers by which the School of
Lonisville was elevated to a still loftier posi-
tion. By reason of certain attractive quali-
ties. and peevliar powers foreign to pure med-
ival teaching. he was eminently svceessful as
an architect of medieal schools.  Despite
tlese facts, the truth of history compels the
averment that he was never a teacher of true
practical medieine, nor of that kind of medic-
al philosophv whieh forms the useful medical
mind. Tn these veosrds he has not left an
enduring reeord in the annals of Kentucky
medieine.

While Dr. Caldwel! was vet holding a con-
spienous place as a medieal {eacher a revolu-
tion was going on in the whole scienee of
medicine, Md  medicine was  exniring and
new medieine taking its place. Before the
pressare of professional opinion ereated hy
this revolution, Dr. Caldwell. like his old eol-
league, Dr. Cooke. retired from professional
life in 1849.

When the irnstees of the Lonisville Mediral
[ustitute were nreanizing the first faculty. in
15237, Dr. Caldwell. the chief artificer of the
enterprise, was furnigshad with carfe blanche.
and sent an a mission to find a professor of
surgery. A eareful search eventuated in the
seleetion of Dr. Joshua B. Flint, of Boston.
Mams. Dr. ¥lint was a eraduate of the
Academic and VMedieal Department of Har.
vard. He was indorsed to Dr. Caldwell, by
the hest men of Baston, as a mature and
thorongh eencral and med®2al seholar, as a
conservative. skillful sorgeon, and as an ae-
veptahle teacher. He was tenderead the ehair of
sureery in the institute. aceepted it, and sun-
dering his manv ties in Boston eame to Lonis:
villa and united his fortunes with onr sehool
and our peonle. The impression which he
wade npon the profession in Louisville was
favorabhle in the hichest degree. He disclos-
vd aqualities which at onee eommanded con-
fidenee and respeet. He was quiet and mod-
est. avoidine rather than courting eonspieu-
ous notiee. is fine scholarship, literarv and
professional. made itself evident to all ap-
preciative obeervers. He was not ostentatious
in this rezard. His sound judgment as a

practitioner of surgery, and his rare dex-
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terity and coolness as an operator, were read-
ily recognized. In the field of operative sur-
rery he was distingnished, beyond all other
men of his time. for his conservatism. Many
limbs and parts were saved by him which
would have heen lost hy less considerate sur-
cons, TTe did not desire the eclat which great
surgical feats elieit.

As a teacher, Dr. Flint came forward at a
tiue when medicine and medieal teachirg
were in A transition stage: when mere
theories were giving place to facts, and things
were tanght and not mere speculations. His
style was quiet, eminently and purely didae-
fic. He was not a declaimer, had no ad cap-
treadinm arts, said nothing for effeet merely or
ta elieit applanse. His lectures derived their
ornament fromm correct thetorie and classical
illustrations. They were never soiled by
coarse anecdote or indelicate allusions. He
was a dignifiad teacher of the facts and truths
of a serions seience. He did not seek popular-
ity with his classes. He hoped to win their
confidenee and approval by giving them sound
instruction.  Possibly he made the distance
tnn oreat hetween the master and the pupil
This had not heen the usage in this wild west-
ern country. Tt was so in the place of his
tdueation. and in the foreign schools. Te was
known to faver the nse of the professorial cap
and gown.

As a eandidate for husiness hefore the pub-
lie. he stond. eoldly, npon his demeanor as a
gentleman and  his real merits as a prae.
titioner. He had no arts abont him to win
popnlarity. He rather repelled than attraet-
ed people” HHe wase punetilionsly ecareful in
his intereonrse with the natients of other phy-
sicians. Tn this relation he was, as Charles
Tambh said of his Father, ““a man of losine
honesty,””  Soeially no man was more charm-
ing. Though dry and not mueh of a talker
oenerally, on festive neeasions his econversa-
tion was hrilliant and his wit sparkling. At
a dinner or ~vening party. among enltivated
peaple, he was delightfal.

T mmst mention one other quality in Dr
Flint. To his siek brethren he was constant
in his attentions. aiding them by his wise
eonnsel and  eheering them hy his hopeful
waords. Dr. Flint retired from the institute
at the elose of his third eourse of leetures, but
was reinstated in his eame chair after the
lapse of a few wears.

Dr. Daniel Nrake. thourh claiming Cinein-
nati as his home was really a Kentucky phy-
sieian, havine passed the most aetive vears of
his life in onr state, and achieved his great
fame as ¢ teacher and writer while conneeted
with our schaols. Tt is nnneeessary to detail
%is brilliant medieal historv. Tt is known to
everv one. 1 wish to mention the single hon-
orahle fact that he was the first physician of
the West ever called to fill an important chair
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in an eastern medical school. In 1830 he was
appointad professor of theory and practice of
medicine in the Jefferson Medieal College of
Philadelphia. Dr. S. D. Gross was appointed
to the chair of surgery in the same school at a
later day and, as far as I now remember, was
the seennd western man thus distinguished.

As the intimate personal friend and fellow
student of Dr. Jas. M. Bush, 1 had the oppor-
tunity to learn, at an early day, the genius as
an artist the quick perceptive faculties and
the logizal qualities of mind which form the
hasis of his high professional reputation, He
was a student first in the offiee of Dr. Alban
(toldsmith. aud then in that of Dr. B. W.
Dudley. He won the high regard of both of
these eminent men.  As soom as he graduated
in medicine he beeame prosector for Dr. Dud-
ley, and then his associate in the practice of
surgery. When Dr. Dudley retired from teach-
ing, Dr. Bush was appointed to the vacant
chuir, and discharged its duties with eminent
ability. When Dr. Dudley retired from the
ficld of his brilliant achievements as a sur-
zeon, Dr. Bush had the rare courage to take
possession of it. No higher tribute can he
paid to him than to say that he has since held
possession without a successful rival.

In the seiences collateral to medicine Ken-
incky has played a distinguished part. In
the interesting departments of hotanyv. geol-
ngy. and chemistry. Dr. Charles Wilkins
Short and Dr. Robert Peter are known
throughout the scientific world. As teachers
and modest. almost shrinking manner, the
seemingly superb dignity, and the Addisonion
stvle of the one. and the lveid expesitions and
brilliant illnstrations of the other. must he
rernemhered hy all who ever listened to them.

T can not close these hasty and imperfeet
rerniniscences, so unworthy of their subjects
without the mention of one with whom T had
the honor to be nupon terms of personal and
professional intimacy for more than thirty
vears. I refer to Dr. Llewellyn Powell. TDr.
Powell held the chair of obstetries, first in the
Hentueky Sehool of Medicine, for some years,
and afterward in the [Tniversity of Louisville.
In hoth he wus recognized as an able, eloguent
and instroetive teacher. He gave unqualified
satisfaction tc colleagnes and pupils.

Lere are two classes of medienl teachers:
the one professional, trained in the arts of
cloention and happy illustration, studiously
skilled in the many wayvs of putting things:
nut suhordinating matter to manner wholly,
but relving largely upon felicitous modes of
presenting their subjects. The other class in-
elndes phvsicians of mature study and obser-
vation, who have accumulated a large stock
of practical knowledge from which to draw
the matter of their teaching. Out of the full-
ness of their knowledge they are teachers,
The graees of rhetorie and the tricks of elo-
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cution are not conspicuous elements of their
style. Dr. Powell happily blended the best
rualities of hoth of these classes. By nature
he was wonderfully endowed with the gift of
linguage. Words the most appropriate were
uttered promptly and gracefully at the bid-
ding of everv thought. Though he was not
trained to the specinl work of teaching he
seemned to possess the happy facility of the
professional teacher. With such a manner he
was prepared to impress upon his pupils with
singular effect the practical knowledge deriv-
ed from many years of clinical observation,

Dr. Robert J. Breckinridee was reared and
educated in Louisville. Of a distinguished
family and singularly pleasing address, grace-
ful and easy as a speaker, as a writer foreible,
pointed, and scholarly, he would but for his
untimely death have plucked the highest hon.
ors in the profession,

Dr. Carey H. Fry, an original member of
this Society, died. on the 5th of March, in the
city of San Francisco. He was present and
took an active part in our memorial meeting
of 1852. He was with us, in Louisville, in
1872, with undiminished interest in our pro-
ceedings. Truth warrants and personal af-
fection impels me to say that he was the peer
of the highest in all noble qualities of charaec-
fer. He was a refined gentleman, an accomp-
lished physician, and a gallant soldier.

‘Whatever of renown the University of Lou-
isville may have acquired, a portion of it is
due to two distingnished members of another
profession. Hon. John Rowan and Hon.
James Guthrie. Judee Rowan was the first
president of the hoard of trustees, and gave
the influence of his national name to the foun-
dation and early fortunes of the school. Mr.
Guthrie became the president upon the death
of Judge Rowan, and eontinued so until the
close of his long and useful life. No institu-
tion ever had a more devoted friend. His
fealty to it never faltered. Amid the cares
of state and a large professional business, he
alwavs found time to work for the interests
of the T'niversity. Whatever seemed likely
to promote these interests met with his warm
approval ; whatever opposed them was sure to
ueet his stern and inflexible hostilitv. His
rame is indissolubly linked with an interest-
ing part of the history of Kentucky medicine,

The medical journalism of Kentucky has
always been of a high order. Though com-
meneed at a later date than that of her sister
state of Ohio, Kentucky was in advance of all
other states of the vallev. The Trarsylvanin
Journal of Medicinie and the Associatr Scieners
as the first journal published in Kentucky.
1t dates from 1829, and rontinued to be the
leading journal until its close. in 1938. Tts
sneeessive editors were Professors John Esten
('ooke, Charles Wilkins Short, Lunsford P.
Yandell, and Rohert Peter. The next was the

OF KENTUCKY. 133
LEouisville Journal of Medicine, in 1853, edit-
¢d by Professor Henry Miller, I.. . Yandell,
and Dr. T. 5. Bell. This had a brief existence,
Then came the Western Journal of Medicine
¢t Surqery, edited at first by Profs. Drake
and Yandell, and then by Professors Yandell
ad T. S. Bell. Tt lived from 1540 to 1855.
The Western and Sowthern Medical Recordeop
wis published by Dr. James Conguest Cross,
in Lexington, in 1841-2, The Kenbucky
Medical Recorder, a continuation of the Tran-
splvania Jowrnal, was editer by Profs. Henry
M. Bullitt and Robert .J. Breckinrvidge, in
1851-2, in Lonisville. Dr. L. .J. Frazee edited
a semi-monthly journal ealled the Loutsville
Medical Gazetfe, in 1859, Drs. Bemiss and
Ienson published the Lowisville  Medienl
News, in 1859-60. The Louisville Review, ed-
ifed by Gross and Richardson, in 1856, and
the Louisville Medical Jovrwal, hy Dr, Cole.
seott, in 1260, were short-lived, The Sanitary
Reporfer was published, semi-monthiv, by the
Tinited States Sanitary Commission. in Tionis-
ville, in 18674,

A distingnished editor of the first journal
of Kentucky still survives, in the full vigor
of his intelleetual powers, and is vet a large
contributor of his mature learning and experi-
ence to the journalistie literature of the State,
A brilliant and instructive teacher, first in
Transvlvania and then in the University of
Louisville, no member of the profession in the
West has written more gracefully and power-
fully than Dr. Lunsford P. Yandell. No Ken-
tucky anthor has written more or upon a
greater variety of important topies. His sei-
entifie reviews, elabhorate monographs upon
various subjeets of medicine, papers upon
prenlogy and other hranches of natural history,
his introdnetory and valedictory addresses,
and contributions to general and popular lit-
erature exeped ane hundred in number., Be.
sides these, 1 can not omit to mention a most
rzlnable unpublished report made to this So-
eiety, in 1853, upon the Medieal Literature of
Kentucky. Tt is a work of exhanstive re-
search, and an acenrate index to the papers of
ull the writers of Wentneky, Tt should he eon-
tinued to the present time. and published hy
ikis Society.

The two jonrnals which now represent this
branch of medicine in Kentuckv. the.tmerican
Peactilioner and the Richwmand avd Lovisville
Medical Journal, rank among the ablest of
fhis country.

Tn a community which has founded and fos-
tored so manyv great medieal institutions, true
scienee would necessarily  always eommand
respect and confidenee. Tn no  part of this
country have the many forms of quackery
met with sn  little eneouragement. Fvery-
where, of rourse. will be found ignarance, ered-
ulitv, and the other weak olements upon
which medical fungi grow: hut Kentucky
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way be justly proud of her remarkable ex
ciption from them.

Time and yvour exhausted patience admon-
ish me that I must bring this historieal olla
pioedrida to o elose. T trust that what T have
sald may serve to add something to the good
rame of our heloved state, and stimulate us to
contribute y2t more to the renown which our
illustrions fathers have achieved for it.

I wish to sav a few words as to the work of
our present meecting. We have come, many
of us. a long distance to do this werk. Tet ns
dlo it thoroughlv and well. TLet our sessions
ke devoted to seientific husiness, undisturbed,
as far as possible, by matters which can not
advanee the interests of our heneficient eall-
ing, and may mar the usefulness and happi-
ness of onr annual reunion. T have a hope
that this meeting mayv he signalized by the die-
nity of its conduet and the number and value
of its econfributions to medieal science,

THE MEDICAL LITERATURE OF KEXN.
TUCKY.*

By Lirxsworp P. Yaxpenr, Sg. M. D.,
Touisville,

T have undertaksn. in compliance with the
wishes of the Medieal Society of Kentucky, tn
write a history of the Medieal Literatire of the
State, and have the honor to submit the fol-
lowing renort as the result of my labors. The
report emhraces a period of seventy-five vears,
and refers to the productions of more than
two hundred Kentnekv physicians who have
written on medicine, Tt is consequently longe,
and. if deemed hy the soeiety worthy of pub.
lieation, must extend through at least two vol-
umaes of its Transactions. In preparing it
two plans ocenrred fo my mind: one to pre-
sent a eontinnous history of the various pub-
lications as they appeared: the other to take
up the several authors in the order of their
appearanee.  and  then, having introduced
them. to follew each down to the present time
or io the close of his eareer. The latter has
heen adopted as having upon the whole most
advantages, and this notably among others,
that with every author named in the report
will he zeen at a single view a list of all his
writings.

The report. besides notices of the medical
literature of Kentuekyv, embraces some ac-
connt of the origin of her medieal schools,
with biographical sketehes of a number of her
inore distingmished medical men. Tn collect-
ing the matevials for it my chief reliance has
been upon the medical journals of our coun:
trv. anid all these have heen examined in
whieh it was thought anyvthing was likelv to he
found from the pens of Kentueky physicians.

*Read ot a meeting of the State Medical Socicty at Hen-
dersan  April, 1875,

The transactions of our society from the be-
ginning and those of the American Medical
Association have also been eonsulted. T have
sought in addition to gather up all the intro
duetory lectures delivered in our medical
schools, and =21l the more ephemeral publica-
tions not contained in the journals of medic-
ine. The reports of our hospitals, lunatic
asviume, institutions for the hlind and for
deaf-mutes have also heen referred to. The
larger and more elaborate works on medicine
have received due attention, and in addition
to all I have had recourse to other than med-
i1l books for some facts that hear upon the
Listory of Kentueky medicine. But with ail
my offorts to make the report complete T ean
hardly hope that many omissions will not be
found ir it which more time and greater care
might have prevented; and still less reason
have T to expeet that my readers, however,
courteous. will conenir in  all the judgments
expressed coneerning our medical writers and
their works. On the latter point T claim only
to have formed these judgments eandidly. and
without any feeling of which T am conscious
thit would tempt me to do injustice to any
one. Almost all that relates to the medieal
schools of Kentncky T have written from my
own reeollection, and venture to hope that my
account of them will be found free from
prejndice.  Whatever were the coniroversics
in which T hore a part while econneeted with
those institutions, the time since has been suf-
ficlent to allay all the animosities they en-
kindled.

On an impartial review of the labors of Ken-
tueky physicians and sureeons. and a eandid
comparison of her medieal literature with
that of her sister states, T helieve it will he ad-
witted that a work has heen performed by
her medieal profession of which she may well
feel proud. Her great physicians and surg-
eonis lose nothing hy eomparison with the
stafesmen, orators and soldiers who have con-
ferred lnster npon her name. A near neigh-
hor to the Sage of Ashland, his medieal coun-
salor and intimate frieid. lived the most sue-
cessful litholomist of his times. With the
hera of Buena Vista egrew up to manhood in
the backwoods of Kentuekv another surgeon.
to whose holdness and skill the world is in-
dehted for ovariotomy. an operation which
has already added vears to the average dura-
tion of life in women. The most original and
elahorate trestize on medieine by an Ameriecan
phyeician is from the pen of a writer who was
reared in Kentncky, and while engaged in its
preparation was a teacher in one of her med-
i=al schools. One of the most comprehensive
systems of surgery in our language was writ-
fen hy a former teacher in the same school;
and the work on practice which stands at the
head of Ameriean medical books is made up
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in part of materials colleeted by the author
while a teacher of medicine in Kentucky.

Among those who were first attracted by
curiosity or by a spirit of adventure to the
wilds ot Kentucky were Lwo physielans whose
names have come down to us. Dr. Walker
visited the eastern Lorders of the state as
early as 1747, a good many years in advance
of Daniel Boone, and Dr. Connolly eame out
in 1770, only a year after the great pioneer.
('onnolly was one of the company which laid
out the plan of the city of Louisville in 1773,
it year before the first log eabin was reared by
a white man in the state. These hardy ad-
venturers came and saw the glories of our
primeval forests and our fertile lands, but left
hehind them no history of their observations
or adventures; and but little further is known
of them than that Connolly became a tory on
the breaking out of the Revolutionary War;
afrer having shared in the confidence of Wash-
ington was captured with dispatehes on hia
person hostile to the colonies, and confined
nany vears in prison.

The medical literature of Kentucky dates
back a few months beyond the heginning of
the present century, It is an interesting fact
that the idea of originating a medical school
in Kentueky is as old as her literature. As
curly as 1799 the Medical Department of
I'ransylvania University was partially organ-
ized, and Dr. Samuel Brown was elected to
the chair of Theory and Praetice of Medicine
and Chemistry. About the same time Dr.
Frederick Ridgely, who had distinguished
himself as a surgeon in the Revolutionary
army, delivered a course of lectures in the
University to a small class of medieal stu-
dents. To this dignified and worthy pioneer
of the profession therefore belongs the honor
of having inaugurated the publie teaching of
medicine in Kentucky. Dr, Ridgely was a pu-
pil and afterward a correspondent of Dr. Rush.
and in all the moral elements that go to form
a good physician, as well as in general scholar-
ship and medical learning, he was a worthy
pupil of his illustrious teacher.

No one who only for a moment turns his
mind to the mediecal literature of Kentucky
can fail to remark how great an influence has
licen exerted over it from the beginning by
her medieal schools. It originated with Dr.
Samuel Brown, who was also first to receive
an appointment in the earliest organized
school. The medical journals, which have
done so much to stimulate professional writ-
ing, have heen chiefly sustained by our schools
of medicine.

About the time that Tdr. Brown was made a
professor in Transylvania University he he-
vame a writer for the medical press. The first
medieal paper from the pen of a Kentucky
physician that T have been able to trace is cne
written by him for the American Medical Re-

OF KENTHCKY. 135
jwiltory, at that time, L believe, the ouly
Journal of medicine published in the Uniteg
States. It bears date of June, 1799, aud is
contained in the fourth volume of that jour-
uul. In the same volume is the report of a
case by Dr. Brown, dated November, 1500, tu-
gether with a second one of a later date; and
these are followed, in subscquent numbers, by
other medieal histories, which, as possessing
an inherent interest, as well as being matters
uf_luurinsit:r at this day, | shalk notice in de-
tail.

Dr. Brown, the father of our medical liter-
ature, was in every respect a remarkable man.
In person he was much ahbove the ordinary
size of men, as well as pleasing aud command.
ing. He was of a noble aspeet, and his man-
ners were in keeping with his presence.  High-
ly gifted by nature, bis fine parts were set off
by all the advantages of education. A
scholar, with a guick, observant mind, enlarg-
ed and polished by intercourse with the
world ; witty, fluent in speech, full of gener-
al knowledge and ancedote gathered from ex-
tensive travel, he was fitted to shine ay a lve.
turer; and if necessity or taste had turned his
attention seriously to the practice of medieine,
os a physieian he might have attained to the
highest rank. 13ut with all his powers and
varied accomplishments he was not a suceess.
ful teacher, nor for many years did he tuke
any serious part in the practice of medicine.
liis mind was a diseursive one, anid he eould
not hrook the drudgery of his profession. HHe
wius a desnltory rather than a severe student,
and was always eaptivated by novelty, at the
sane time his strong common-sense saved him
from the wild philosophy which pervaded
some of the schools of medicine in his day.

Dr. Brown was a native of Virginia, and on
his mother’s side was descended from John
Preston, of the Blue Ridge, to whem so many
gifted men of the South trace their lincage.
Ifle was sent to Edinburgh to complete his
medieal education, and heard the lectures of
Monroe, Bell and Blaek, where sat beside him
fellow-students from Ameriea; IHosack of
New York, Davidge of Baltimore, and Me-
Dowell of Kentueky. He was wont to relate
to his classes in Lexington that three of the
voung Amerieans resolved among themselves
to become teachers of medicine on their re-
turn home. The idea, he told us, seemed pre
posterous to the students of the old country,
and the Americans were not a little ridiculed
for their lofty designs. “‘But,”” he continued,
“we were not to be laughed out of our pro-
joeets, and in a little while after his return
[losack was announesd a professor in his na-
tive eity, and Davidge was at work laying the
foundation of the University of Maryland. T
was appointed a professor in this young Uni-
versity, but the chair proved to be a barren
scepter in my hand. After many years a new
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organization was effected, in which my name
id not appear. But the enterprise failed;
The professors disagreed. got into contro-
versies, aspersed one another in acrimonious
pamphlets, and the faculty was broken up. A
new attempt was made, and my long-cherish-
ed vision was at Jast realized. 1 found myself,
after so long a time, in a flourishing medical
school.”’

But as he adhered long to no system of
medicine, so he soon grew tired of the business
of teaching, and in five years relinquisbed the
place in the school for which he had waited
so long. Dr. Caldwell, the most scholarly of
liis colleagues, on account of this readiness to
cvmbrace new iheories and systems, pursue
them eagerly for a little while and then aban-
don them for something newer, was in the
habit of comparing him to a ‘cur-dog hunting
rabpits.” He certainly was wedded to no doe-
trine in medicine. Of pone eould be ever
have said, with the great Hunter, that *‘he
would never give them up till he gave up the
ghost.”” His anecdotes, which he told in the
happiest manner, formed the most attractive
feature of his lectures, or at least the parts
which [ find elinging most tenaciously to my
memory. One in particular I remember re-
laied in his valedictory address to his class in
1324. -1 knew a professor in Edinburgh,”’
he said, ‘*who from repeated disloeations of
his lower jaw was liable to that accident every
time he yawned. On aceount of his infirmity
it became necessary to take with him constant-
ly a servant who had learned the art of re-
ducing the dislocation. His students soon
came to undertsand the case, and when at any
time the professor grew tedious, they had only
to set up a general yawning to excite the same
movement in  him, whereupon, before he
thonght of it, his jaw would fly out of place,
and while his servant was at work setting it
they would hurry out of his room, pretending
to think the lecture was over. No doubt, gen-
tlemen, he continued, with a pathos that af-
feeted the most thoughtless of his pupils,
vou would have been glad manv a time this
winter if you conld have exerted the same con-
trol over my jaw.'’

Like nearly all great men, Dr. Brown was
natural in manner and simple in his tastes,
as far as possible removed from that pedantry
and pomposity that all at one time seemed
characteristic of medical men, The follow-
ing incident is illustrative of this pleasing
trait in his character. He had been ealled to
see a sick child in consultation with a leading
practitioner of Lexington, and among the
measures agreed upon was a warm foot-bath.
reinrning to the chamber of the little patient
the physician in attendance proceeded to give
directions to the mother in terms somewhat
like these: ‘““You will immerse the lower ex-
tremities of your infant in tepid water,
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madam, and subsequently use friction freely
with a pnapkin.”” The mother was lost in the
suceession of long words and raised her eyes
in bewilderment. Dr. Brown saw her em-
barrassment, and hastened to relieve her by
saving, “*Bathe your child’s feet and legs in
warm water, my good woman, and wipe them
dry with a towel.”’

The erowning labor of Dr. Brown’s life,
irom which he expected the happiest results,
was the formation of a society designed to pro-
naote harmony among the members of the pro-
fussion. He styles it the Kappa Lambda As-
sociation. It included among its members
many of the most eminent physicians in our
vountry. Dr. Brown was its president, and it
wiis his purpose to devote the evening of his
days to visiting the branch societies in the
towns and eities of the Union, thus cultivating
the social relations of physicians. He resign-
¢l his chair in 1825, and died near Hunts-
ville, Alabama, on the 12th of January, 1830.

Dr. Daniel Drake succeeded to the chair of
Theory and Practice in the University, He
Liad been connected with the efforts, in 1817,
to form a madical school in Lexington. Hia
associates were rs. Dudley, Richardson, Over-
ton, and Blythe, The enterprise failed, and
the faculty was disorganized at the close of
the first session; Overton returning to Nash-
ville a good deal disgusted with medical
schools, and Drake returning to Cincinnati to
establish one in that ecity. The feuds that
led 1o the disruption resulted in a bitter per-
sonal controversy which was earried on for a
time in pamphlets, and ended in a duel be-
tween Dudley and Richardson. Drake was al-
ready an author before his first connection
with the University, and as such was kmown
bieyond the bounds of his own country. His
“Iisture of ("ineinnati’® had given him a repu-
tation among seientific men in Europe. With
the eirenlar letter announecing the reorganiza-
tion of the Lexington school eame from him
to us in Tennessee a prospectus of the Ohio
Medical College, setting forth its claim to
publiec patronage. With his indomitable will
anl perseverence he had procured a charter
for a school of medicine in Cincinnati, The
gpifted anatomist, (Godman, was associated
with him; but he was doomed to a second dis-
appointment, for Godman, after a yvear or two,
hecame discouraged and resigned his profes-
sorship. Tweo other eolleagues became refrac-
tory and conspired against him. In his char-
ter he had unwisely placed the governing
power of the eollege in the hands of the pro-
fessors, anfd when dissensions arose in the
faculty there was no umpire to settle them.
Ilaving the appointing power, they elaimed
also the right to expel an obnoxious member.
Dr. Drake was president of the factulty, and

would at anyv time after the first year or two
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have cheerfully accepted the resignation of
his collengues, hut being in the minority he
cotld not foree them to resign. After God-
man gave up his place but three professors
remained, Jesse Smith, Elijah Slack and
Drake. Things went on from bad to worse,
until the majority made up their minds to get
rild of the diffieulties by expelling the presi-
ient. A meeting of the faculty was accord-
ingly called. The president had no right to
decline taking part in it, and at the appointed
hour appeared in his seat. A motion was
wade by I’rof. Smith that Prof. Drake be ex-
pelled form his chair in the Ohio Medieal Col-
lege. It was duly seconded by Prof. Slack,
and the president put it to vote. There were
two votes in the affirmative, and the chair
having no right to vote except in case of a tie,
the president gravely announced that ‘‘ Pro-
fessor Drake was unanimously expelled from
the Ohio Medical College;’’ and Dr. Slack
taking up the only candle in the room where
this scene was being enacted conducted the
extruded professor down stairs,

In October, the same year, I met Dr. Drake
in Lexington, whither I had repaired to at-
fend my first ecourse of lectures. He had re-
turned to Transylvania again, chastened by
defeat and with powers enlarged by experi-
ence. I saw him take the oath of office admin-
istered to the professors in the University,
and heard his Latin oration when indueted
into office. For colleagues he had Caldwell.
Lirown, Dudley. Richardson and Blythe. I
know that large deduetions must he made for
first impressions on an ardent youthful mind.
Mueh of the enthusiasm exeited by new men
and strange scenes, I am aware, i8 to be set
tlown to the charm of novelty; but my con-
viction is still strong, after the lapse of these
iifty years. that I have mnever seen in any
medical school a more splendid combination
o° talent than adorned Transylvania Uni-
versity at that day. Caldwell, in all the per-
sonpl and intelleetnal qualities that strike the
eve and the ecar in a lecturer, has rarely been
vijualed hy a teacher of medicine. Though al.
ready advanced in years, he retained all the
fire and vigor of early manhood. His spirits
were buoyant and his temper sanguine, and
whether on the rostrum or in his study, his air
was that of a man who was doing his best.
During the winter Drake engaged him in a
dehate on the question of spontaneous genera-
tion. He affirmed the truth of the doctrine,
iand adduced many facts to prove that acorns
wight be developed in the earth and fish in
millponds. Drake overwhelmed him by au-
thorities to the contrary, and out of a class
numbering two hundred carried nearly every
student with him.

Dr. Drake was in the habit of saying that
“*he’’ had resiened more professorships and
been oftener expelled than any medieal
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teacher in the United States.”’ His appoint-
ments amounted to not less than ten, and he
was conneeted with five schools, two of which
were his own projecting. It s significant that
from his first effort in Lexington down to his
lust winter in the University of Louisville, as
often as he came to Kentucky he found relief
from pecuniary pressure, and with this also
comparative peuace and tranquility of mind;
anud that as often as he returned to his loved
Cineinnati it was only to encounter jealousy
and failure.

DOCTOR WALTER BRASHEAR.®
By M. F. Coomes, A. M., M. D., Louisville.

*So fleet the works of men back to their earth
again, ‘ _

That ancient and holy things faude like a
dream.”’

{

In telling this storv of Dr. Brashear’s
great work. and being able by aceident to pro-
duece a likeness of him with it, foreibly recall-
ed to my mind the fact so beautifully express.
vl in the lines at the head of this page. It is
true that the works of men live long after
their mortal bodies have ‘‘given up the
ghost,”” but in these modern times it is a
pleasure to resurrect from the ruins of the
past, as it were, the likeness of some great
wan that had been lost to the world, and re-
store him to the place where he properly be-
longs. I always had a great desire to see the
face of Dr. Brashear, and never let an appor-
tunity pass if I thought there was a chance to
find a picture of him. Persistence in this in-
stance proved valuable. Mrs. Guthrie, a niece
of Dr. Brashear's called on me for advice con-
verning her eves, and while discussing the
operation that was to be done, not knowing
while we were talking that she was Dr. Brash-
ear’s nicee, she remarked that her unele was
a great surgeon. I at onee wanted to know
who the unele was, and of course was delight-
ed to have the niece of so distinguished a man
for my client. T expressed regret that some
likeness of Dr. Brashear had not been left, as
I had always wanted to see what kind of a
lovking man he was; and was sure that a
large proportion ~f the medical profession
shared this desire with me. When Mrs.
Guthrie told me she had a likeness of her
uncle, my eup was full to overflowing, and 1
did not rest until T had it in my possession,
and in truth, in the hands of the photog-
rapher, and finally in the hands of the finish-
ing artist; and now that I have succeeded in
reclaiming the image of this illustrious man,
and in giving the profession some additional
facts about him that have heretofore been
unknown to the publie, T feel that T have heen

*Reprint from the Louispille Medical Monthip, March. 14,
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fully repaid for my long and diligent seareh,
heeause I know that the profession all over
the world will rejoice at having an opportun-
ity 1o ecitizally view the faee of this distin-
guished surgeon. amd read in its outlines the
truth of what has heen zaid of him.

Ir. Walter Brashear. the subject of this
sketeh, was harn in Marvland in 1776, and his
father moved to Kentucky in 1784 and en-
gaged in farmine in  Bullitt County, near
Shepherdsville. Walter was the seventh son,
and according to tradition, was intended for
a doctor. His father seems to have been mind-
ful of this faet, and sent him to Transylvania
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delphia and attended upon a course of lec-
tures at the University of Pennsylvania.”” At
that time, Barton, Physick and Rush illumin-
atedd the medical horizon of the East and were
ronneeted with the University of Pennsyl-
vania, and no donbt but young Brashear was
tleeply impressed with the greatness of this
trio of medical savants, for in these three was
found all that go to make up a great surgeon
amd doetor: and Brashear was certainly the
personification of physician and surgeon, as
his modest but remarkable career will show.
Dr. Brashear was of a restless disposition,
and after a vear spent in  Philadelphia, he

DOCTOR WALTER BRASHEAR.
1776-1860

United States Senator from Louisiana.

['niversity at Lexington, then the great liter
ary institntion of the Southwest

Young Walter was cager for knowledge,
and. we are told, held a high rank as a Latin
scholar. After finishing his literary education,
whieh was at the age of twenty, he hegan to
read medicine under the tutelage of Dr. Fred-
erick Rideely. of Lexington, and remained
nnder his ecare for {wo vears. and at the end of
that time, ‘‘he rode on horseback to Phila-

shipped to China as surgeon of a vessel,
While there he was eonsulted hy one of the
dignitaries of the Flowery Kingdom, eoncern-
ing his wife who had a cancerous breast. He
assured his cclestial friend that he could re-
move the hreast and that it would result in
giving the woman relief.  The operation
Laving been finished, Dr. Brashear started to
leave the palace, hut was halted at the door
and told that he could not leave for three
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days. The American did not comprehend
tius, but was given to understand that if the
woman died inside of three days, that he
would be beheaded. This was evidently a part
of the programme that had been kept back,
but as there was no other alternative, he re-
miiined the three days, and at the end of that
time his patient was doing well and he was
permitted to go.

Probably no man living was better prepur-
ed to hear this ultimatum than Dr, Brashear,
for the man who had the courage to undertake
the amputation at the hip-joint in the month
of Angust, in Kentucky, without any prece-
dent to guide him, no anesthetic and with un-
trained assistants, certainly had courage to
1o do anything. In the first part of this paper,
I have quoted liberally from an address de-
livered by Prof. David W. Yandell in 1890,
before the American Medieal Association, and
1 ¢an not do better than to use his language in
reporting the work of Dr. Brashear. He says:
*‘1n 1806, the earliest original and successful
surgical work of any magnitude done in Ken-
tucky, by one of her own sons, was an ampu-
tation at the hip-joint. It proved to be the
first of the kind not ouly in the United States
but in the world. The undertaking was made
nveessary because of extensive fracture of the
thigh with great laceration of the soft parts.
The subject was a mulatto boy, seventeen
years of age. a slave at St. Joseph’s College.
The time was August, 1806; the place Bards-
town; the snrgeon, Dr. Walter Brashear; the
assistants, Dr. Burr Harrison and Dr. John
Gioodtell ; the result, a complete success. The
operator divided his work into stages. The
first consisted In amputating the thigh
through its middlethird in the usual way, and
in tying all bleeding vessels. The second con-
sisted of a long incision of the outside of the
limb, exposing the remainder of the bone.
which being freed from its muscular attach-
nmients, was then disarticulated at its socket.”’
Thus briefly detailed, is an account of one of
the greatest surgical operations performed in
the civilized world, and Dr. Yandell, in his
report, says: ‘‘But whether or not Brashear
had ever heard or read a description of what
had been accomplished in this direetion by
surgeons elsewhere, the young Kentuckian
was the first to amputate at the hip joint in
Ameriea, and the first to de the real thing suc-
cessfully in the world. Dr. Brashear seems to
have set no high estimate of his achievement,
_and never published an account of the case.”

Ex-Governor Robert Wickliffe, of Louisi-
ana, who is a near relative of Dr. Brashear’s,
is my authority for the facts concerning his
imprisonment in China at the time that the
amputation »f the hreast was performed and
(iovernor Wickliffe also told me that Dr.
Brashear was offered the ‘‘ Chair of Surgery”’
in the Academy of Science at Paris, France.
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His wife, who was exceedingly anxious to
have him aceept the position, was much sur-
prised to hear him say that he would not
think of accepting it, as it was bad enough to
live in Paris under any circumstances, much
less 1o occupy the position of a poor doctor,

Dr. Brashear was mot without political as-
pirations, and it would appear that he was
much above the average politiclan, as he sue-
ceeded in being eleeted to the United States
Senate from Louisiana.

Dr. Brashear’s boyhood was probably not
without some very exciting experience, for
at that time this country was full of Indians,
and his father was a neted Indian fighter.

Dr. T. B. Greenly, of West Point, Ky, told
e a few days since that he attended Dr.
lirashear's brother, Llobert, in his last illness,
some years sinee, and, while speaking of the
matter, reealled an incidect that happened at
the Salt Works, which were owned and oper-
ated by Dr. Brashear’s father, Ignacius
I3rashear. The Doetor and his brother were
boys that were not to be run over by every
fellow that chanced to pass, and. in fact, were
noted as fighters. In those good old times, the
weapons that God gave men were about all
that were used to settle personal difficulties,
and it seems that Walter and Robert Brashear
knew how to nse them. On a ecertain oecasion
a “‘bully’’ happened te be in the Brashear
neighborhood, and coneluded he would go up
and whip the two Brashear boys, and when he
arrived he found Walter at the Salt Works by
b:iuself, and it did not take long for him to
pick a quarrel with young Brashear. DBrash-
cai, however, felt that the stranger had the
hest of him in size, and probably in the
**fistic-art’’ he would have little chance, but
he determined to get the hest of his antagon-
ist and get the first lick, and other advantages
also if they were to be had. There was a
pond near hy, and at a favorable moment
when the stranger stepped near the pond,
Lohert sent out a right-hander and landed it
uvnder his ear, which sent him sprawling into
the pond. and quicker than thought Brashear
was on top of him, and in a short time the fel-
low was erving for merey.

Dr. Brashear was married at Lexington, in
1802, to Miss Margaret Barr, by whom he
had seven children ; three sons, Robert, Walter
and Darwin, and four daughters. Mary, Re-
Leeea, Caroline and T'rances. 1 have no his-
tory of any of his daunghters, save one, who i
living in New Jorsey, None of his sons ever
became doctors. Darwin  died  young. and
Robert was a suceessful sugar planter in
Lonisiana. and died during the late war, His
son, Walter. a grandson of the doctor, is now
in Lounisiana.

The Brashear home in whieh he was reared

is still standing in Bullitt County, in a fair
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state of preservation. Dr. Walter Brashear
died Oectol:er the 23rd, 1860, aged eighty-four
years, and is resting in the soil of his adopted
State, Louisiana.

DOCTOR JOSHUA TAYLOR BRADFORD.,
By W. W. Axper=ox, M. D., Newport.

In writing the biography of a modest man
many vears after his death one is beset with
serions diffienlty because of the seareity of
data. The modest man however great his
worth and however important his work, does
not thrust himself into the limelight of pub-
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that its meager offering may ecall forth from
tiie memory of those still living a richer and
more intimate history of this remarkable man.

MeDowell’s great work had not succeeded
in estahlishing ovariotomy as a proper sur-
gieal procedure. It had barely blazed the
way and few had dared to walk therein and
most of these few had trodden upon disaster.
The great schools of T.ondon. Ildinburgh and
P’aris to which the American profession look-
ed for inspiration and authority condemned
the operation. Surgeons turned deaf ears to
the distressed ery of the unhappy sufferers
with ovarian tumor and disease and abandon-

DOCTOR JOSHUA TAYLOR BRADFORD
1817--1870

‘Whao revived ovariotomy after it had fallen into disuse in the middle of the last
century. and was a distinguished medical officer in the Civil War.

lieity. Mueh of what he was and what he did
are likely to be lost in the lapse of the years.

Were the character and labors of the late
Dr. Joshua Taylor Bradford of Augusta, so
to fade into oblivion an irreparahble loss will
have heen sustained. That the honor of Ken-
tucky medieine and the glory of its great
achievements be not dimmed by forgetfulness
this biographical sketch is indited in the hope

ed them te their fate. It required a man of
lroth sympathketic and ecurageous heart to un-
dertake their relief, and a man of rare learn.
ing and consummate skill to succeed in the
vndertaking. Such a man was Joshua Taylor
Iiradford.

He was born in Bracken County, Kentucky,
in 1817, the son of a minister, a descendant of
VVilliam Bradford of the Mayflower Pilgrims,
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second governor of Plymouth Colony, and
also of William 8. Bradford, second U, 8.
Attorney General under Washington. He was
educated at Augusta College, Transylvania
University and the Jefferson Medical College,
I’hiladelphia.

He was an ardent admirer of Ephraim Me-
Dowell both as a great surgeon and as a
i’hristian gentleman. That he was an earnest
(‘hristian himself is attested by the faet that
his medical writings abound in apt quotations
of scripture, and that his life even more than
Lis languaze portrayed a generous good will
toward his crities and an unselfish service to
all, which are the best possible evidences of
discipleship to the Great Physician who went
abont doing good.

Lizars of Fdinburgh had attempted to fol-
low MeDowell’s lead but losing 75 per cent of
his eases gave it up. No serious attempt to
revive the operation anywhere in the world
appears to have followed for a score of years.
Then it was taken up by Clay of Manchester,
Iingland, with a mortality gradually dimin-
1shing between the years 1842 and 1856 from
40 per cent to 25 per cent. By this time Dr.

sradford had revived the operation on its
native soil of Kentucky in a series of seven
vonsecutive cases without a death, On hear
g of this Mr. Clay wrote him, *‘I am delight-
e¢d 10 hear of your great sueceess, far exeeed-
ing my own.”” Dr. Samuel A. Cartwright of
Mew  Orleans, himself a noted surgeon,
wrote in 1857, “*The writers and tezchers of
London and Paris will find difficulty in believ-
inz that a phyvsician in the little town of Au-
gusta, in far distant Kentucky, has been en-
gaged in seven successive operations for ovar-
ian dropsy, all proving successful, when their
most sueeessful surgeons have failed in five
ont of seven.”’

Dr. Bradford’s complete series of ovariot-
omies numbered thirty, with a mortality of
only ten per cent. When it is remembered that
he died in 1871 at the age of 54, that all his
work was done before the use of antiseptics,
a#nd some ¢f it hefore anesthesia, it stands as
a wonderfnl record of achievement, unequall-
ed in all the world hefore the days of modern
surgery. And vet there was no magic or
fight of genius about it. Like intelligence
and training, equal courage and ecare the
same thoughtful devotion and painstaking
ililigence, have alwavs brought forth extra-
ordinary results and will still do so.

Dr. Bradford’s life and work well illustrate
the thought that the man who undertakes re-
spensihility for the life of his fellows should
ke truly religious, not in the dogmatie or doc-
irinaire sense hut in the praetical outworking
of his evervday existence. A lover of his
kind he could not rest easy in the presence of
snifering nnrelieved. It was not snffieient for
him that the surgery of his day offorad no re-
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licf. He must seck o better surgery. Deeply
ciuscious of the sacredness of nuwman life he
could mot operate recklessly, or repeat the
mortality ot Lizavs and others, lle must find
a safer way. Keeuly sensitive to eriticism
and sternly faithinl to duey he could consent
neither to deserve the one nor to desert the
other. In the midst of an operation at Paris,
Kentueky, the patient collapsed. His assist-
ants, appalled by the serious situstion aud the
fear of ceiticism deserted bim, refusing to
have anything more to do with the case. Ap-
Aying restoratives, he answered their implied
condemniation by saying, *Gentiemen, this
uperation bas heen condueted according to the
best surgical knowledge of the day,’’ complet-
el the work unaided and saved the patient.

Ile studied his cases with uncommon care,
luking a very complete history, eliciting all
sigiis and symptoms with praetical skill, and
coordinating the whole with fine diagnostie
reasoning. He attributed his success to a
careful selection of cases. This better seleet-
ion was due in turn to more efficient diagnosis,
He never mistook a solid tumor for a cyst, or
one widely adherent for one comparatively
free, and thus avoided the dangers of what in
lits day would have heen reckless surgery.

In spite of his brilliant results, so far ahead
of his time, he was not satistied. His faithful
report of his unsuccessful cases portrays a
keen sense of failure in such instances. He
reid everything available in his line and cor-
responded with the leading surgeons at home
and abroad, eagerly seeking betterment of his
work. His very full report on ovariotomy to
the Kentucky State Medical Association in
1857 represer.ted two years of arduous labor
in collecting and tabulating cases and work-
ing out the conelusions to be (drawn from
them. He scems to have been the first to solve
the problem and demonstrate secondary hem.
orrhage was due to retraction of the stump.
He insisted on the most careful preparatory
awdd after treatment, and followed up his cases
to restored health or to the post mortem table
when fatal. To him each patient was a real
personality to be served, not merely a speci-
men of seientifie interest,

This holding himself sternly to the doing of
his best, this **New England conscienee’’ of
the man, was the ocutgrowth of a sincere
Christianity and a deep devotion to his pro-
fession, expressing itself not in ¢reeds but in
deeds. Tis was the heritage of a goodly race
and his a worthy progeny. A son and daugh-
ter, the offspring of his marriage with Sarah
Armstrong. still survive:; Rev. W. (7. Brad-
ford of Augusta and Mrs. H. ). Yoder of To-
prka. Kansas, both persons of note in  the
vlerical and literary world.

r. Bradford's achievement in other lines
of medicine and surgery were only second to
those in ovariotomy and would, of themselves,



142

hive given him high rank in the profession.

He served in the Federal army in the Civil
War as surgeon of Nelson’s brigade. At Pitts-
burg Landing he led back to the firing line a
bouy of troops that had lost its officers ana
was retreating in  disorder, and was then
found treating a wounded aad captive Con-
federate, Winle home on sick leave he com-
manded the Home Guards in the defense of
Augusta against the superior forece of Gen.
Jobn IH. Morgan and atter the surrender he
vwas embraced by Gen. Morgan who exelaimed,
*'1 love a brave man wherever [ find him,*’

-\ man of his worth could not escape fame.
uross’s surgery, shortly before his death, ac-
vorded him the lowest mortality in ovari-
otomy on either side of the Atluntic. He was
offered the chair of surgery in the Medical
College of Ohio as suceessor to his friend, the
famous Dr. Geo. C. Blackman, and was often
urged to seek larger fields for his talents but
always declined, having no ambition that cen-
tered in himeelf.

1t seems part of the irony of fate that his
man who did so much for the advancement of
abdominal surgery should have lost his own
life by an abdeminal tumor in 1871 at the
early age of fifty-four., But even in this he
proved the courage of his convictions by sub-
mitting himself to an operation which, how-
ever, proved unavailing. Perhaps it may in
some mneasure be said of every savior of men,
**ITe saved otners, Himself he can not save.”

SELECTION KFROM A REPORT ON
OVARIOTOMY.*

By Jnsuua Tavior Braprorp, M.D., Augusta,

““Go to the Parthenon and find out, not
what bunglers, hut what great men have left
undone.”—XNeulptor to his Pupil.

A Worp or ExpLaxaTion.—To you, mem-
hers of the “*Kentueky State Medieal So-
ciety,”” wha had confided to my humble ability
a ' Statistical Report on Ovariotomy’’ a word
uf explanation is justly due, as well as to my-
self.

For two years my leisure moments have
been emploved in the collection of statisties on
oviariotomy, and few of you, who have not
been pioneers in a newly settled territory, but
have traveled upon a beaten track, where the
finger board has pointed out the way, are
aware of the labor it has cost me. The writing
of 2 report is a small matter, hut the colleetion
of material upon a suhjeet, about whieh so lit-
tle is known, is by no means, an easy task.

Iut to the explanation, I adopted Dr. At-
lee's tables of 222 eases az a basis for my re-
port, and up to Jannavy had registered, in-
vluding his table, 282 cases. About that time,

*Read before the Kentucky State Medical Society, at the
Seventh Annual Meeting, in Louisville, April, 1857,
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Dr. Lyman, of Boston, very kindly sent me
his - prize essay, just published by the Massa-
chusetts State Medieal Society,”” and to my
unexpected surprise, it contained three hun-
dred well-reported cases of ovariotomy. |
can not express to you my feelings at that mo-
ment; it was but too evident, at a3 moment’s
glance, that hoth he and myself, for many a
wedry hour, had been laboriously at work for
the same purpose, and collecting materials
fron the sume source. And perhaps I, better
tkan any onc of you, apreciate the immense

labor, the collecting and classification of his
his cases, cost him. | examined the report care-
fally, and fonnd that he had collected 11 cases
which I had not, and I had eollected 20, includ-
ing Mr, Clay’s unpublished cases, which he
dxl not have, my 20 being prineipally unpub-
lished cases. After a short correspondence with
Dr. Lyman, and no little reflection, as to what
would e the better course to pursue, I have
concluded as a snpplement to this report to
adopt the analysis of Dr. Lyman’s 300 cases.

This singunlar coincidence, so far as I am
personally concerned, is not without its re-
grets. But to this society, among the first, if
not the very first, in this country, to eall for
a report of statistics, ] felt anxious, so far as
my ability could be exerted, to present a re-
pert, which would not only be worthy of the
society, but creditible to myself. And whilst
I, a8 your servant, regret yielding precedence
to Dr. Lyman, after so much labor on my
part, I confess sincerely, and with all due
vredit that up to this period, no writer has
perfoermed the task so well as he.

With the exception of the chapter on the
diagnosis, 1 have, therefore, in this short time,
i:ad to write a new report, or reverse a prin-
ciple in 1hat school, of which I am a pupil,
““that true magnanimity does not corsist 3o
mueh in never falling, hut in always rising
when wa fall.”’

The interest of the present report will eon-
sist prineipally of -

l<t, A short history of Ovariotomy and
1he principal operators.

2nd. Diagnosis, and its errors.

vrd. Letters from Professors Gibson and
Atlee, of Philadelphia; Clay, of Manchester,
England: Mussey and Blackman, of Cinein-
nati; Miller, of Louisville, Ky.; Saml. Cart-
wright, of New Orleans, La.; and Dr. B. W.
Dudley, of Lexington. Ky.

4th. Statisties of all the operations per-
formed in Kentueky, with a short notice of
each case.

ath. Operations with which 1 have been
eonneeted. with here and there, throughout
the report, some praetical allusions.

Perhaps no branch of surgery, for a period
of {ime, so ~ompletely divided the members
ot the profession, both in Europe and in this
eountry, or ereated a more vehement and bit-
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ter opposition, than did the operation of
ovariotomy.

It has been rezarded as a monstrous innova-
tion upon the legitimate principles of sur.
gery: and the defects and errors of diagnosis
have been seized upon by its opposers with a
**leopard-like spring of energy,’”’ which is sel-
dom met with in the “‘healing art.”’

And here {as T do not expect to write an es-
say on ovariotomy.) T trust you will pardon
me for alluding to a report on surgery, read
before this soriety in 1854. Tt may be remem-
hered that the reporter, in his allnsion to the
operation of ovariolomy. denouneed the opera-
tion and operators with a fiereeness which
wonld seem to interdict that well-established
principle of philosaphers on all subjeets, that
ur honest difference of opinion may exist ; an|
thai until the licht of reason has clearly dem-
onstrated the felly and preposterousness of
such opinions. theve is due that amount of
courtesy whirh hecomes the liberal investiga-
fion of truth.

The tone of medical journals the past few
years, and the mareh of publie opinicn in fa-
vor of ovariotomy, may have taught vou that
the operation has nmtlived the serutiny of that
report.

There are hut few improvements in science,
which. in their strugele for legitimaey, have
not their opposition.

Even the immortal Jenner. whose discovery
of vaecination links with his name the hright-
est remembrence of the past, met with opposi-
tion; and it was written in books, and by the
wayside, that they wha were vaceinated must
of necessity he “‘converted into hrutes; that
children sprouted horns. others had the hair
of calves’’ and that it infused into the svstem
the constitutional diseases of those from whom
the virus was taken.

Dr. Simpson’s discovery of chloroform,
that Messiah-like nnetion which hushes into
repose the most severe pain, also had its appo-
sition, and the physician who would use it,
was considered as ‘“breaking alike the laws of
nature and of God.”

There still exists in the minds of some of
the profession a contrariety of opinion. as tn
whom the eredit of the first operation is just.
ly due. So far back as 1732, Dr. L’Aumoner.
of Rouen, has the eredit. according to Mason
Ciood and Mr. Brown, of Europe, and Dr. At-
lee and Dr. Tiyman, of this conntry, of per-
forming the first operation for ovariotomy.

Dr. McDowell’s operation as von well
know, was performed in 1809. Now, let us
examine and see which is ovariotomy. and
whether, as Professor Gross savs, the ease of
L.’Aumoner is any thing more than an ““abh.
scess of the ovary, consequeni upon par-
turition.

T quote the case of I.’Aumoner as reported
by Dr. Lyman: ‘‘The disease,”’ he says, ‘‘ap-
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parently followed delivery; had obstinate
diarrhoea, and a purulent discharge from the
vagina, inereased Ly pressure on the tumor.
Inecision four inches. along lower edge of
olique ex'ernus. and seirrhus ovarian evst,
the size of an egy, was found in eonnection
with an ahscess, which was tapped, and a pint
of dark fetid pus issued from the Fallopian
tnbe, with which the ovarian abseess commun.
ieated. The adhesions were torn away between
the tube and the ovary. and the latter remov-
1, No ligature nsed. The cavity of the ah-
seess was filled with lint, dipped in the yolk
of an egg and in honey. Suppuration of the
ahseess ceasmd the 20th dayv, and she left the
hospital well,

The well-known ease of Dr. MeDowell was
Mrs, Crawford., Tneision nine inches lone,
atd made on the left side of the median line,
some distanec from the outer edge of the
straight musele. As soon as the incision was
vuiide the intestines gushed out on the table,
and so eompletely was the abdomen filled by
the tumor that they conld not he replaced dur-
ing the operation. A lizature was applied
aronnd the pedicle. tumor opened, and 15
pounds of gelatinous fluid removed; pediele
divided. and sae, ete.. extirpated. The whole
tumor weighed twentyv-two pounds and a half.
In five days Dr. MeDowell found her making
lier bed. and in twenty-five days she went
home well.

You will recolleet, that in the case of L."An-
moner, no ligature was applied, simply an in
cision made in the abdomen, and the the ahs-
cese tapped. Tt is not fair to presume. that
when a purulent discharge was issuing from
the vagina., and the discharge increased hy
pressure, with a tumor so small, that the ineis-
ion in the howels was for any other purpose
than the simple operation of paracentesis, or
to ascertain the real cause of the discase.

In Prof. Gross’ Report on ‘‘Kenturky Sur
gerv'’ to the State Medical Societv in 1852, T
heg leave to refer you for such information as
relates to the early history of averiotomy in
Kentucky, and for an interesting biographical
sketch of Dr. Ephraim McDowell, T have al-
Iuded to the rases of Dr. MeDowell and 1.7Au-
moner, from the fact that from one or the
other, we are to date the memorable epoeh of
ovariotomy.

It is diffienlt to aseertain how often our re.
nowned Kentuckian (Dr. MeDowell) operat.
e ; some of his relatives say thirteen times—
of eight operations there is an authentie ree-
ord. and of these seven were successful; in
two, the tumor was not removed, and in one
there was no tumor found : this last, however.
was a case of his and Dr. Smith’s, which, if
ineluded amone his cases. would make nine
operations.

Snech suceess in a  difficult and dangerons
capital operation, just springing into exist-
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ence, without precedent or a foot-print where
the son of man had trod, is without its equal,
and shows the operator to have possessed a
happy union of eourage and prudence.

Dr. MeDowell’s success in other depart-
ments of surgery was equally signal. He is
said to have operated thirty-two times for
stone, withont losing a case. One of his pa-
tients was President Polk, whose operation
took plaee prior to his election to Congress.
Dr. MeDowell was remarkably eautious in the
selection and preparation of his cases; and,
to 1his faet, together with his steady hand and
accurate anatomieal knowledge, may be
aseribed much of his suceess. It is a singular
fact, that Dr. MeDowell always operated on
Sunday morning, giving as a reason, that he
always ‘“liked to have the prayers of the
church.””

He was a liberal and charitable man, and his
fees were generally regulated by the ability of
l:is patients. Mn one oecasion he agreed to op-
erate npon a lady near the Hermitage, in Ten-
nessee, for five hundred dollars. After the
opsaration was ecompleted and he was about to
return home. h> was presented with a check
for fifteen hundred dollars.

This is, perhaps, the most prineely fee
which any surgeon has obtained, either in Eu-
rope or this conntry, if we aceept the thousand
gnineas paid Sir Astleyv Cooper for an opera-
tion performed in the West Indies. T have
read. some where, that the learned Apono, of
Pahrea, refused to visit Pope Honorius IV,
without receiving four hundred duecats for
each day’s visit.

In an operation for stone, T once had the
honor of holding the staff for Professor S. D.
CGross, of Philadelphia, for which operation
he received one thousand dollars.

Dr. Gross, from whose report I have taken
most of the ahove incidents. thus sums up
Dr. MeDowell’s character: ‘““He was a deep
and original thinker, a bold, fearless, intrepid.
and original operator: a faithful and adroit
physician, an honest. npright, conseientious
and benevolent man, whose eareer, in what-
ever aspect it mav be contemplated, affords
an example worthy alike of our admiration
and imitation.”’

The remains of Kentucky’s ‘*first great sur-
geon’’ sleep in the burial ground of Gov. Shel-
hy. five miles from Danville. Some time since.
while on a visit to the interior of Kentucky,
my euriosity led me to visit this memorable
spot, and while looking upon the modest and
plain marble slab which bears the simple in-
seription ‘“Ephraim MeDowell,”” T felt as if
at the grave of one whose sacred labors wera
worthy of my pilgrimage thither: and as mem-
orv wandered hack to the period of his first
ovarian oneration, when the inerednlons seoffs
of the first Fnglish surceons. and the caustie
derision of the Fondon Medico-Chirurgical

KENTUCKY MEDICAL

JOURNAL.

Rewiew, together with the refusal of Dr. Phy-
sic, the ‘' father of surgery,’’ in our own eoun-
try, to publish or read to his class a eopy of
Dr. MeDowell’s operation; 1 could but feel 2
hecoming pride, that the ‘‘backswoods Ken-
tuckian,”’ as Dr. James Johnson styled him,
had trinmphed.

The snecess »f aur distinguished Kentunek.
isn in private practice, as in surgery, had few
if any equals: and while I listened in his own
town to those who knew him well, I was never
gn foreibly reminded of the skill of Him who
‘‘¢leansed the leper, opened the eyes of the
blind, and unstopped the ecars of the deaf.”’

MR. LIZARS,

Next to our rennwned Kentuckian appears
Mr. Lizars, of Edinburgh, who, in 1823, first
attempted the operation in Edinburgh, He
operated hy the long ineision. after the man-
ner of MeDowell. One. ont of his four eases.
recovered. His first rase was examined by the
most learned men of Edinburgh, and, after
agreeing that it was an ovarian tumor, Mr.
Lizars proceeded 1o operate, whereupon
ohesity and flatulence revealed themselves in-
stead of ovarian tumor. Hir second case recov-
ered : the third died: and in the fourth, which
1 =hall notiee elsewhere: the operation was
ahandoned. he having encountered a fibrous
tumaor strongly adherent.

The eases of Mr. Lizars, from their marked
errors of diagnosis, set the whole sureieal
world in ecommotion. and while McDowell’s
operations were eagerly looked too, npon the
other side. the failnre of Mr. Lizars’s opera-
tions gave the English surgenns, already will-
ing to doubt the suecess of Dr. MeDowell's
cases, room to waver. and for several vears
the operation slumbered.

It was< the slomber. however, of a vigorous
child, whose features seemed as if some ‘‘hap-
v thought’’ of eoming trinumph played at its
““heart-strings.”” when, in its strength, it
wonld zo forth. ‘‘giving heauty for ashes, the
oil of joy for mourning. and the garment of
rraise for the spirit of heaviness.”’

MR. CHARLES CLAY,

Tn 1842, Mr. Charles Clay, of Manchester,
Fngland., now, perhaps, the most distinguish.
ed operator in the world, commenced his
series of operations. He informs me, by let-
ter. to which T refer vou as a part of this re-
port, that he has now operated seventy-six
times, and may be read thus:

“Of first 20, B died, 12 recovered ;

Of second 20. 6 died, 14 recovered;

Of last 36, 9 died. 27 recovered,
First eases, 1 death in 214 :
Second eases, 1 death in 314 ;
Last eases. 1 death in 4.7

“‘This,'” savs Mr. Clay, is ‘‘T helieve, the le-
gitimate mode of viewing the question pro-
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gressively, bv which the mortality is shown to
be gradually lessened hy practical experi-
ence.”’

Charles ("lay was the first English surgecon
to perform the operation of ovariotomy by
the long incision. and it is said by Dr. Blum-
dell, that ‘“perhaps no operator in any hranch
of surgery ever had sneh a weight of profes-
sional odds against him. as had Mr. Clay in
the operation of ovariotomy.’’

He had trinmphed, however, and his record
is before you, over his own signature.

Alr. (lay is now fifty-six vears old. He is
reputed to he a ““bold. prudent. graceful, and
elegant operator in any department of sur-
gerv.”’ At the time of his fifty-fifth epera-
tion, not less than ‘‘eleven hundred pounds of
digseased structure has been removed from the
human body in this special operation alone.’
Tt would now. perhaps, make an average of
twenty-five pounds to the patient, amounting
to near two thousand pounds.

Alr. Clay is now in possession of the larzest
obstetrie library in the world, heing akle to
quote from 2500 authors on that subject
alone; and whilst vet a student, he is =aid to
have taken notes from 500 volumes,

In the London Medical Circular and Gen-
rrel Advertizer, to which T am indebted for
much of the information relative o Mr. Clay,
I find letters from James Blundell, congratu-
lating Mr. Clay upon his suceess. T will quote
1Lriefly a part of each.

Dear Sir: My eordial congratulations on
vour suecess: not the hap of lucky inrcident,
It the well-carned result of a just mixture of
enterprise. seience, and exact eare. A few
vears and T trust it will appear, abdominal
surgery is at present only in its infancy; hut
then, what an infaney ! how full of hloom and
promise ! Jas. Brospenr, M, D.

Again, in another letter dated Oectober,
1845 :

“Forhe’s review T have just read. Tt ought
not to disturb von for a moment. These men
are butting their heards against a stone wall;
and the grimaces they make on feeling the sol-
idity of the materials, are as amusing as they
are pitiable. Applauded hv all who have hon
esty and intelligence erough to appreciate your
cfforts, yon may well persevere, for to use the
reviewer’s own citation, it is indeed a “high
and holy undertaking.” Yours, ete,

Jas. Brunpenn, M. T,

Professor Simpson, of Edinburgh. among
many others, encouraged Mr. Clay, sent him
patients for his opinion, and was the first 10
suggest the term ovariotomy, which Mr. Clay
at once adopted.

DOCTOR WASHINCTON ATLEE

Next in the arena of operators, in 1844, our
own countryman, Dr. Washington Atlee, of
Philadelphia, commenced his serics of opera.
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tions. He informs me by letter, which is made
a part of this revort, that his operations now,
March, 1854, amount to twenty-three cases.

Of first 10, 6 died, 4 recovered;
Of second 13, 4 died, 9 recovered.

The profession, in this county, owe Dr. At-
lee a lasting debt of gratitude for his vigorons
and energetie exertions in hehalf of the opera-
tion nf ovariotomy. His table of ecases bearing
date as far back as 1701, and eoming up to
1851, compricing 222 operations then the
most numerous eollected in the world. must
have cost him an ineredible amount of lahor,
And this arduons task has heen no less signal.,
than the hrillianey and success of his opera-
tions.

Dr. Atlee’s ““Prize Essay on the surgieal
treatment of certain fibrons tumors of the
uterus,’” togather with his numerous contri-
hutions to the Amrrican Jowrnal of Medica?
Scicnee, on ovarian diseasc. is full of interest
and instrnetion: and to these articles, to-
gether with the pnblication of his own opera-
tions in ovariotomy, we may attribute, in a
great degree, the spread of the operation
thronghout this eountry,

1t would he hoth diffieult and tedious fur
ther to particularize operations in this coun-
iry. however carnestly T may be induced to do
sn. L may say, however. and T trust with as
much truth as pride, that, in the West. the op-
eration of ovariotomy has attained as great.
if not a greater degree of suceess, than in any
pirt of the T'nited States- and in Kentucky,
ns renowned for her sureery as for her chival
rv. we have cone ag far ‘‘as he who goes
farthest,”’

Those of vou who have read the report of
Professor Gross on “‘Kentucky Surgerv,””
must ferl prond of the surgery of vour State,
Tt has kept pace with the intellizence, the
agrienlture. and the chivalry of her sons.
And whilst the reputation of the intelleet and
patriotism of her statesmen is world-wide:
whilst even along the elassic shores of Greees,

““They mingle with their grateful lav,
Rozzaris with the name of Clay,”’

vou have produeed the first and greatest
ovarintomist, Th. Ephraim MeDowell : and
vou have praduced the most renowned lith-
otomist known in any clime, Dr. Benjamnin
W. Dudley.

Driewosts.  ““Ah! there’s the rub.”” And
when T approach the examination of a easc
in which a proper diagnosis is sought. T am
frequently reminded of that remarkable pas.
sage in the Book of Books. ‘*He that thinketh
he standeth. take heed lest he fall.”’

Tt is said % the historian, Maecauley. that a
““histery of the errors and follies of a nation
iz eszential to the generation which follows.'’
So it is with ovariotomy. Tts past history pre-
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sents an array of errors and grave deceptions
whiceh is, perhaps, without a parallel, in mind
or memory. [t is said by Mr. Phillips, that
the most learned men nf Edinburgh examined
a ease with Mr. Lizars, and after agreeing
that it was ovarian tumor, Lizars proceeded
to operate, whereupon obesity and flatnlence
revealed themrselves, instead of ovarian tumeor,

In a seeond ease of Mr. Lizars, the memor-
able case of Magdalene Bussy, a case often
appealed to by opposers of ovariotomy, to
show how long ovarian disease may remain
harmless, Mr. Lizars attempted the opera-
tion for ovarian tumor, but failed : the wound
was rlosed np and the patient recovered.
Twentyv-five vears after, this patient died of
apoplexy. Dr. Simpson was present at the
post mortem examination, and in a note to Dr.
Tilt. says: ““The tumor was pedieulated, but
fibrinonus and uterine. not ovarian.”’” In a let-
ter tn Dr. Robert Lee, after the post mortem
examination, Mr. Lizars says: ‘“‘Then, allud-
ing to the time of the operation. every one
who examined her. eonsidered the tumor
ovarian and free from adhesions.”'*

In the ease of Smith and MeDowell, where
the patient had tapped herself ninety times,
hath eonsidererd the diagnosis as eertain. but
on opening the abdomen, no ovarian tumor
was found. hiit a mass of intestines matter to
rrether by adhesione.

Dr. Lyman relates the case of Boinet, where
the hest snreeons were nnable to deeide npon
a tnmor. A consnltation was held; among
those present were. Roux, Blandin, Roberi
Montaine, of Livons, Reeamier, Joxhert. Mar-
tin, Tolin and others. Opinions were divided
hetween pregnaney. extra uterine pregnaney,
foeeal acenmnlations, enevsted ovary, collect.
ion of blood in the uterus, ete. She was under
nhservation many months, the tumor eventu-
allv disappearing after an attack of diarrhoea.

Henry Smith relates a case where an ineis-
ion eight inches in length was made for the
removal of ovarian tumor. Both ovaries were
found to be sound and indurated omentum
found tn he the eauset

Prinee relates a ease which was pronounced
to e ovarian tumor. He operated ; tapped the
patient : hut a few drops of bload eseaped ; he
cut and tore the part with the finger: tent in
tradlneed. Tr a few dayvs the patient died. A
post mortem examination was held, whereup-
an a large pedunenlated tumor of the spleen
was fonnd. Inosily adherent to peritoneum.tt

Dr. Philip Buekner. formerly of Kentueky,
i whom T am indebted for much of my early
information. with reference to the operation
of evariotomy. diagnoesed a ease aAs ovarian tu-
mor: ‘““operated by an incision of nine inches

‘Randen Fawesd, vol. 1, 1841,
TAppendix to Conpor’s Burgical Ddictionary.
tPhilad=lphin Wedieal Exominer, January, 1855,
ttAmerican Journal of Medieal Science, 1852,
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no evarian tnmor found : but a tumor situated
in the mesentery, between the lamina of the
peritoneum, end sarronnded by small intes-
iines. The operation was procecded with, the
tumors disseeted out. and the superior mesen-
teric artery and other small arteries tied.
The patient recovered, and in spite of the
great separation of the mesentery from the
intestines, no apparent bad consequences of
any kind ensued.’’ ““This,”’ says Mr. Brown,
of Edinburgh, “‘is the most hazardous feat of
operative proceeding T am acquainted with, in
whirh ounr transatlantic brother has gone
ahead.”

Mr. Harvey presented a case of much inter-
e«t to the London Medical Society of sup-
poscd ovarian dropsy. Ovariotomy was de-
termined npon, hnt not performed ; and wher
the patient died. the disease was found to be
an hydated evst. conneeted with the liver, no
ovarian disense whatever existing.ii

1 have rollreted mzny other cases of equal
interest hearing upon this point, but those al-
ready quoted are “‘proof stroneg as holy writ.”’
that the dirgmosis in ovarian disease has been,
and still 18, most wnfnlly defective, But while
I freelvy asknowledge the enormity of these
orrors, I am fully eonvineed that the diag-
nosis is vet in its infaney, and that many of
these errors have and will vield to the increas
ing energy which is heing brought to hear by
many of the first men of the profession on
this snhiect.**

Tt is not alone in ovarian disease that very
erave and flagrant errors have heen commit-
ted hy distingnished snrgeons. Tt is said that
Sir Astley Cooper and Dr. Highton, of T.on-
don. in a case of nregnancy, where the quan-
tity of Hguor amnii was= so enormons as to ren-
der fluetnation distinet. appointed a day for
the operation of naracentesis. In the mean
time. the ladyv was taken in labor and deliver-
o] of a chi'd.1®

Mr. 8. . Goodrich. whose literary lahors
rxeeed those of perhans any one in this eoun-
try. heing th~ anthor and editor of one hun-
dred and seventy volumes and the father of
he Peter Parley literature, was attacked with
what seemed to he disease of the heart. At
that period. he was oblized to he earried wp
stairs, and never ventnred alone, being suh-
iret to nervons spasms, which threatened sud-
den suffoeation: he went to Furope, and at
Paris consulted Baron Larroque and L’Hen-
niner, hoth eminent specialists in diseases of
the heart. They interdicted wine, and requir-
ed him to livs on light vezetable diet. After.
wards, despairing of relief, he returned to
London. where he consulted Sir B. C. Brodie.

it Amerienn Jovrnal! af Medieal Seience, Octoher, 1852,
**Prawn, p. 96

+#Rrown on Surgery. Diseases of Women. p. 196,
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who decided that no organie disease existed,
and that the diffienlty was nervous irritabil-
ity, and required him ““to feed well on good
roast beef,”” and ‘‘to take two generous
glasses of wine’’ with his dinner.

Mr. Ahercrombie, of Edinburgh, afterwards
confirmed the opinion of Sir Benjamin
Brodie.

It is now twentv-five years since this con-
sultation oeenrred and Mr. Goodrich is still
living, having alreadv sold his own writings
seven million copies.i®

“*How often,’” savs Dr. Buchanan, ““has
the operation of lithotomy been performed
withont finding a stone in the bladder, or, if
found, the stone being encysted and not re.
moved, and the operation remaining incom-
plet2.”” Yet in surgery this is legitimate. In
all departments of surgery, as well as of ordi-
nary practice, and in diseases, too, about
which the profession have been writing and
investigating for hundreds of years, grave
an- serious errors have been committed.
Why not in a disease that is as vet in its in-
fanev as to science?

T might cite you to numerous instances in
pregnancy, from the medieal jurisprudence
of the eountry, and from obstetricians, where
serious and acknowledged errors have been
committed. Indeed, T know, in my own his-
tory, of a case where two respectable practi-
tioners deliberately examined a lady suppos-
ed to he pregnant. and who was then in the
sixth month, but who declared that she was
not pregnant, and that it was a foul slander
upon her character, However, ‘““murder will
out.”’ and in the course of time, a son was the
resnlt of their grave diagnosis. This same pa-
tient wus under the treatment of a praeti-
tioner for several months, but, with all the
ponultices and hot fomentations his genius ani|
#kill eould hring to bear upon the swelling, it
would not go down until nine calendar months
had duly elapsed.

1 might enumerate many instances in the
common practice of our profession, where
errors in ““high places’’ are daily committed.
I will mention one from the memorabilia of my
own case hook.

Not long since. T was called to see Judge
Morris, of Chicago, who was at that time in
Kentueky. T found him jaundiced and muel:
emaciated. WHe had been wunwell for many
months, had been treated. he said, by the fae-
nlty of Chicago. by some for a neuralgic af-
foction of the stomach and liver, and by
others for a spasmodie aetion of the *‘duct
leading from the liver.”” He was finally ad-
vised to travel, hut hefore reaching Cincin-
naii. on his way to Kentueky, was attacked
in the ears. At Cineinnati he was treated bv
Dr. Taliaferrn. who advised him to go to the

1*Gondrich’'s Recollection of n Lifetime, p. 282,
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13lue Lick Springs. He went there with the
hope of clearing up his skin, and was there at-
tacked again. From thence he went to Brook-
ville, at which place T saw him, in eonsulta-
tion with Dr. Corlis  He was then suffering
with a severe paroxysm of pain, commencing
in the right hyvpoeondriac region, branching
off to the sheulder. The pain was increased
by motion, and often after a meal, pulse near.
Iy regular: and when these irregular attacks
of pain would cease. it was all of a sudden.
Tt goes off like no other pain, with or without
inflammation. After T had finished the exam-
ination and had a conferenee with Dr. Corlis,
he requested me to give an opinion. T told
him he was suffering from gall stones, passing
from the liver. **What.’” said the patient. ‘‘a
quarry in the liver?" He reminded me that
cach medical man whom he had econsulted had
a different opinion, and that he did not know
whom or what to helieve. 1 direeted the
nurse, when the bowels were aeted upon again,
tn thin their contents hy pouring on water.
and then to pour out the enntents of the vessel
on a white eloth. On the next morning the
nurse handed to the patient two small pehbles
or gall stones. one as large as a pea, and the
uiher the size of a erain of wheat. On my
next visit T found him cheerful and “ready
to render unto Cmsar the things which are
Cremar’s.”” Tn a few weeks he went home.
Soon after he was confined to the heneh for
ihree or four weeks, trving the well known
case of Green for the murder of his wife, an-
was again attacked T was telegraphed to e
and see him. and in connection awith his attend.
ing phvsieian, advised him to leave the hench.
ITe did so. and sinee then married near Tex-
ington, Kv., and is. T learn in good health.

A correct diagmosis is the kevstone of su-~-
eess in ovariotomy, and the care with which
we irace its parts should he the landmarks—-
the eorner trees hy which we take distance
and move with sur compass.

Much of the illiberal opprobrium heape:d
upon the operatior, and on operators in gen-
eral, has been the result of ‘“itching palms”’
for professional renown, of unmatured and
hasiv diagnosis, and of the diffieulty inexperi-
enced operators have had to pet what infor.
mation is legitimately in the hands of exper:-
eneed operators. There is perhaps no disease
ineident to human flesh whieh requires so de-
liberate. close, and patient investigation, as
{that whieh relates to ovarian disease, A drop
of water falling into a bucket is small in itself,
and searce worthy of note, but in this way
the bucket may hecome full. So it is in the
dingnosis of ovarian disease each symptom.
however minute and seemingly of little conse-
quenee in itself, if earefully noted and prop.
erlvy weighed as a whole, will generally en-
able us to arrive at proper conclusions. And



148

in 1his rule of aetion lies one of the secrets of
sueeess in ovarintomy. Show me a surgeon
who in other operations may have his share
of snecess, hut who has a svmmary way of ex-
amining his patients. and of dispatching his
operations, and T will show you one who is
unsueeessful in ovariotomy,

1 am fully sensible of the importance, and
the difficnlties we eneounter in obtaining such
information 28 will gnide us in the examina-
tion of ovarian diseases. TLess has been writ-
ten ahont it, 1n propertion te its importance,
than any elass of diseases known to the ‘‘heal-
ing art.”” 1 shall therefore attempt, from my
own humble experienee, and that of others, so
to classifv the symptoms and means of exam-
ination, that *‘he who runs may read.”” T
mav sayv, however, that vou may meet with
eases which for the time heing may haffle your
stronges? apprehensions and vour most seruti-
nizing examination. T helieve with Dr. Arm-
strong. ‘““that when we find ourselves in the
dark, it i3 hetter to stand still until the light
retnrns,”” than to run the risk of going over
a precipice.  In other words, it is hetter pru-
dently to wait for further difficulties by dar-
ing to oppose them.”” and in this age of won-
ilers there is aeareely anvthing insuperable.
1 rememher to have read of, or seen at some
time. a pieture representing a party of men,
their hats and eoate lving by their side, and,
with pirk-ax in hand. attacking the base of a
mountain. whose summit towers far ahove
their heads. We look again, and the steam-
horse, as thengh ‘‘the speed of thought were
in his limhs.”” follows their footsteps through
the howels of the earth.

Refore commencing the examination of a
patient supposed to have ovarian tumor, or
dropsy of the ovaries, it is important to have
the howels and bladder emptied. Tf there is
much tenderness or soreness in handling the
tumor, it is hetter to wive the patient ehloro-
form. as it will enable von, without pain on
her part, to conduct a more complete examin-
ation, Prior to this, however. sit quietly
down, as if the dav was devoted to this par-
tiralar purpose, and obtain from the patient a
eomplete history of the case. How and when
ithe disease enommeneed, of how long duration,
whether painful or not. in what state the gen-
eral health. whether the menstrnal discharge
1« recyular, does the tumor move from one side
tn the other in tnrning, is it, as far as you have
olserved. movable at all has it hy any econrse
of treatment diminished in size, has it any
time heen accompanied with swelling of one or
hotk of the lower extremities. ete., ete.

The patient shonld be placed upon the hack,
with the extremities flexed, so as 1o relax the
abdominal museles. Our aim must he, in tha
examination. to aseertain whether the tumor
is ovarian or not. and then its pathologieal
charaster.  Tn two-thirds »f the cases which T
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have examined, J have found the tumor to
commence in the right or left iliac fossa; and
the patient to deseribe it, when first noticed,
to have heen as big as a hen's or goose egg.
In other instances, it attains to considerable
size before it is noticed. T operated on a case
last summer, where the tumor attained the
weight of twentyv-fonr pounds in  thirteen
months. The patient did not know upon
which side the tumor commenced, and was un-
der the impression that she was merely be-
coming fleshy. so litile was she complaining.
In ovarian tumor there is generally but little
disturbance of the general health. The stom-
a#ch, liver. and  kidnevs generally maintain
their nsual action. So even with the menstru-
al discharae exeept where both ovaries are
diseased.

Dr. Frederick Bird has published a ease,
where the Aisease was of sixteen years’
standine, and during seven years of that time
the menses disappeared, operation, patient re-
covered,

1f fibrous or seirrhus tumors of the ovaria,
the mensea are oftener irregular than in en-
evsted tumors, Occasionally vou will meet
with a ease. where, in the early part of the
disease, the patient snffers with what she sup-
poszes to be eolic. At such time, if the tumor.
or howels, is firmly pressed upon, the pain
may he traced deep down in the right or left
iline fossa. At other times, from active exer.
cise, or exposure to  a sudden echange of air
while exercising, a diffused soreness will he felt
over the howels. A lady, Mrs. Burns, from
near Marietta, Ohio eame to Augusta to con-
sult me for the treatrent of ‘“‘dropsy of the
howels.”” Soon after her arrival, she was at-
tasked with violent pain and great tenderness
of the ahdomen, so much so, that no pressure
eonild he borne upon the bowels. She was econ-
fined to her hed for ten days. T learned from
her that such attacks were frequent. and she
attribnted the present one to the travel in the
ears. or from the walk from the boat to the
hotel. When the pain and sereness of the
bowels had subsided, T made a eareful examin-
ation of the rase, which convinced me that it
was nvarian fumor. With the exception of
these oceasional attacks, her general health
is pond, and in ennsequenee of this faet, T have
not vet aperated upon her.

May these attacks not originate from the
frietion of tha tumor against the peritoneum,
cansing some degree of inflammation to set
in? T merely mention this ease. and may, hy
the wayv mention others, where it will illus-
trate a fact or corrohorate a prineiple.

A8 the tumor inereases in size, it maintains
a roundesd outline, and is uniformly Anll over
the region hy pereussion, in whatever posi-
iion the patient may be placed. As it ascends
from the pelvie eavity to the abdominal, it
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rises in front of the bowels, and in proportion
as it extends to the opposite side from whicl:
it made its anpearanee, and spreads out over
the bowels, will the dullness be observed hy
percussion in the same ratio, The intestines
lie under or hehind the tumeor, whilst in
ascites they float on top of the liguid, eontain-
ing, as they always do, more or less gas, In
the former we have the dull sound peculiar to
ovarian tumor. while in the latter the sound
on percussion will he resonant,

The more advanced the risease, and the
larger the aceumulation of liquid, the thinner
and tighter are the walls within which it is
confined, and the more distinet the fluctna-

tions. ““Even when the quantity is small,’’
says Dr. Watzon, ‘‘not exeeeding a few
onnces, a little practice and management

will enahle you to deteet it, Percuss with one
finger the most dependent part of the eav-
ity, and apply at the same time a finger of
the other hand very near the part struck: and
if liquid he there, yon will pereeive a limited,
yet a distinet, flnctuation. Tn the same way,
the presence of lignid in a small ecyst may
sometimes he ascertained.’’

The veins of the ahdomen are increased in
size and number; this., however. is not so
marked until the tumor has attained consid-
erable size.

The uni-locular evsts present a uniform sur.
face, whilst the multi-locular have an nneven
and irregvlar surface, In the uni-loeular eyst
fluctuation is distinet from one side of the ab-
Adomen to the other. and generally per vagin.
am also: whilst in the multi-locular it is dis.
tinet only over a partienlar part of the alddo-
men. in the immediate part of that particular
evst. T remember to have examined a cas>
where fluctuation could not he felt from one
side of the ahdomen to the other, but was dis-
tinet in a certain space on hoth sides. Tt was
not perceptible per vaginam. from the fact, as
it proved afterwards. that the tumor consisted
of three cxysts, one oeccupving the pelvis, and
ane on either side of the abdomen. In this
ease, the womh was thrown back upon the ree-
tum, as it of*en is, and the uterine sound
eould not be essily introdueed until an assist-
ant. standing hy the side of the patient, plaec-
~d his hand in front of the tumor and DIfted
it np with considerable force.

By this maneuver of an assistant if we re.
tain our finger in the vagina, and there are
any considershle adhesions to the womb, nr
the tumor iz a part of the womb itself, the
womb will sometimes he lifted nearly or quite
eut of reach of the finger.

When the vagina is élongated and drawn np
nnder the areh of the pelvis, or the uterus
thrown back on the rectum, with an assistant
stationed as ahove, we will be hetter enabled
to use the uterine sound, and push the womh
from side to side, if there he no adhesionrs.

KENTUCKY. 149
When it is remembered that the most fatal
adhesions are generally found at the base of
the tumors, we ean not exercise too much can-
tion in this part of our examinatior. In the
diagnosis of nferine. and non-uterine tumors,
i have found the uterine sound, at times, in-
dispensable. Aud here allow me to deseribe
ils nse in its inventor, Prof. Simpson’s, own
language,

““Tt max b2 used in one of three ways:

**1st. The uterus may be retained in its
situation, with the hougie, and then, by the as-
sistance of the hand above the pubis, or hy
some fingers in the vagina, the tumor, if unat-
tached to the uterine tissue., may bhe moved
away from the fixed nterus.

“2nd. The tumor being left in its situa-
tion, it may be possible to move away the uter.
us from it to such a degree as to show them to
he nneonnestad,

“Or, 3rd. Tnstead of keeping the nterns.
woth mavy be moved simultaneously; the
uterns by the sound. and the tumor hy the
hand or fingers, to opposite sides of the pelvis,
to snuch an extent as to give still more conelus-
ive evidence of the same faet.”’

When the fumor is small. hy introducing
the middle finger into the vagina and the
thumb into the reetum. we will he enahled tn
feel an elastie, egg-like tumor hetween the ree.
tum and vagina. Tt is sometimes slichtly
rainful and tender, but again there is no un-
easiness manifested to the toueh.

Dr. Churekill, in his Discases of Women.
sivs: ““Tf the finger be introdueed into the
rectnum past the tumor, we will find the fun-
dus nteri. and be able to distinguish it from
the enlarged ovary. This is very necessary, or
we might conclude fie case to be retroversion
of the womh. Tn addition, it may perh4ps en-
able ns to decide whether one or hoth ovaries
are discased.”’

“*Tt should he remembered,’” savs Dr.
Brown, ““that hernia may desecend hetween
the vagina and reetum. and feel like a tumor
in that reeion : but in the absenece of svmptons
of strangulation, we must distingnish it from
ovarian evst hy the offort of coughing anl
change of posture, and hy heing unable to pass
the finger hevond the tumor ”’

The pressure of the tumor in the pelvie cav
ity sometimes gives rise to diffienlty in void.
ing urire, torpidness of the bowels, ete. There
are sometimes oecasional symptoms of preg
naney, mornine sickness, enlargement of the
hreasts, and somstimes violent pains set in, re-
sembling lahor pains. Here the stethoseope
is our guide, together with the time which has
elapsed sinees the commencement of the dis-
case, A young lady. upor whom Dr. Dunlap
and mvself operated presented some of the
nbove symptoms, and it produced no little
comnmation in the rmmmunity among whom she

lived,.
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There is another means of diagnosis and ex-
amination to which in invite your careful at-
tention and ecultivation. It is the sense of
touch, or pressure upon the abdomen, with
the the ends of the fingers. 1f we percuss or
press firmly, and in quick suceession, with tha
ends of the fingers over an ovarian eyst, there
is, at the eessation of percussion, or pressure,
an elastie sensation—a rehound to the senti-
ent cxtremities of the fingers—a resisting or
refleeting hack of the fingers, in the distended
evst; whilst in aseites there is not the same
elastic response to the finger. In fibrous tu-
mors and enlargemant of the spleen, there is a
donghy, fleshy sensation to the fingers, which
is more easilv felt hy the practiced finger than
deserihbed. This means of diagnosis requires
practier of the fingers, as it does to distin-
gnish the different shades of the pulse. Of
this diagnastie sien. Dr. Watson says:

“Tf von press suddenly with the tips of the
fingers in a direction perpendicular to the sur-
face, a sensation which it is difficult to de-
seribe in words, vet which is quite decisive,
and not to he mistaken. a sensation of the dis-
prlacement of liouid and of the impinging of
:*]wmr fingers upon some s=olid suhstance be-
G'W.”

The same writer further states, in reference
to the senses:

“Yon will find what previous to positive
trial vou might not suspeet, that the senses,
the eve. the ear, the touch. however sharp or
delicate thev mav naturally be, require a
special course of training and education. bhe-
fore their evidence ean he trusted in the in-
vestigation of disease.”’

Dr. Latham saye, /T quote from Bennett.)
with equal truth. that the ‘‘knowledge of th=
senses 18 the hest knowledge, but the delusions
of 1he senses are the worst delnsions.™

Swelling of the lower extremitics we some-
timies meet with. hoth in early and later stages
of the disrase. This ariginates from the pres-
sure of the tumor nupon the vessels whieh re.
turn the hlood to the heart. See ecase of Mra.
Williams, of Tndiana. and Mrs. Martin. of
Maxsville. Kv. Tn the latter case, ascites,
swelling of the Yimbs, and ovarian tumeor co-
exist,

When we have dinenosed the disease as
ovarian fumor. next in importance is the ex-
tent of adhesions and the prospect of its re-
moval. TPerhaps the euide of no author is bhet-
tar, or the experience of any individual more
to he relied upon, than that of Mr. Brown,
of Edinhnreh. in his tests for adhesions. Af-
ter placing the patient on the back, with the
evxiremities flexed, so as to relax the abdominal
parietes, he dirests the evst to be moved from
side to side. Tf this were readily done, he
knew that there were no adhesions. He then
pressed firmls- over the relaxed parietes, and
moved them over the evst; if they were read-
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ily moved, he knew there were no adhesions
on the npper and lateral surfaces of the evst.
He then grasps and puckers up the parietes,
and moves them over the cyst, and saw if they
were gathered up readily, without raising the
cvst itself. He then requires the patient to
take a full inspiration, and if there be no ad-
hesions to the extent of an ineh, the place
previously oceupied by the tumor heing taken
up by the intestines, a dull sound over that
region is elicited by percussion during ordi
nary respiration; but when the patient takes
a deep inspiration, an intestinal vesonanee is
there perceptible.

““Freedom of motion in the tumor.’’ savs
Dr. Lyman ““though not altogether decisive, is
indicative of the absence of adhesions.”” Tt is
now one of the fixed facts, that the most dan-
gerous and insuperable adhesions are genera!l-
Iy fonnd at the hase of the tumor, and found,
too. when the tumor is easily moved from sida
to kide. The case of Dieffenbach. Berlin, is in
point. ¥ere the tumor was movable in everv
direetion, and partly on its own axis even : the
operation was commenced. hut abandoned, on
account of the difficult adhesions to the ver-
tebral eolumn. The patient. after much dif-
fienlty, recovered.

We might. also. refer to the case of Page,
where the tumor was movable, operation eom-
meneed, evst evaenated and drawn partly out,
when it was found adherent to the ‘‘surround-
ing parts abont the pedicle. and to severzl
inches of intestines.’’ The operation was aban-
doned, and the patient died.

Tf I can satisfy myself, and T generally ean
by the uferine sound and hv other means, that
the adhesions at the base of the tumor are not
insuperable, the immovability of the upper
portion wonld not alwavs deter me from op-
erating. See the ease of Dr. Dunlap and my-
sclf. Mrs. Lastley, Portsmouth, Ohio. Twelve
months hefore Dr. Dunlap and T performed
the operation. Dr. Kimbro, of Lowell. Massa-
chusetts. attempted the operation and opened
the abdomen : hut finding, as he did, a mass of
wdhesions at the saperior part of the tumor,
abandoned the operation and closed up the
wound. In this ease. the upper part of the
tumor was immovable, but, after a carefui
and diligent examination by hoth of us, we de-
eided that the adhesions at the hase of the tu-
mor. if any at all, were very slight. The case
was successful, hut required the application
of twelve ligatures fo the superior adhesions,
which were prineipally peritoneal. It cives
n:e much pleasnre to state that this aceom-
plished ladv is now, nearly a vear after the
cperation. in zood health.

In another case of Dr. Dunlap’s and mine,
Mrs, Kamsey, of Winchester. Ohio. operation
performed Navembher 15, 1855, a large multi-
locular tumor, waighing sixty pounds after its
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removal, so completely filled up the abdomen
anel packed itself into the pelvis, that it was
imnpossible to ascertain the extent of the arl-
hesions. Iluetuation, however, was distinet
in each eyst. and after discharging their con-
tents, we came upon one of several adhesions
near the pediele, which was attached to the
peritonenum with a tapering neck, as it near-
ed the tumor, so much so, that a shoulder, o1
button-like picee, was di ted out of the tu-
mor to prevent the ligature from slipping off.
The case did well, and the patient is now irn
zood health,

A further test of Dr. Frederie Bird for su-
p-rior adhesions, [ have found to be a valu-
ablc one, namely, by putting the abdominal
muscles in action, and noticing whether they
rize mueh from the surface of the tumor, Thus
il the patient, while lying on her back, be told
Lo raise herself up in bed without using her
arms, tlie recti-muscles will start up into a
prominent band, if their sheath is not tied
down by adhesions on its peritoneal surface,
but not if it is tied down.

Dr. Washington Atlee, in an article publish.
ced in the American Medical Journal, places
considerable reliance on the pulsation of the
tumor itself, or the *‘aortic impulse as being
more manifest in solid or eneysted growths
than in eases of ascites.

Before I leave this part of our diagnosis, 1
wish to say an additional word in reference to
pereussion. Among those who are expert in
their pereeption of ovarian tumors, and they
ere few and far between, perhaps as much, if
nol more importance is attached to the use ot
perenssion than to any other symptom or set
of symptoms. We have, over the umbilieal
region, in ovarian tumor, in whatsoever posi-
tion you place the patient, a dull sound on
percussion ; whilst in one or both of the flanks
we have the resonance peculiar to the intes-

tines. This diagnostic evidence is, perhaps, -

ninety-nine times in a hundred, correet in
reference to tumors. Dr. Watson, however,
gives us an anomalous case, which is a rare
illustration ac an exeeption. ‘‘The history of
the case was the history of ovarian tumor:’’
yet. continues he, *‘the umbilieal region, when
percussed, always rendered a hollow sound.”’
l'pon the death of the patient the mystery
was solved : air hissed forth from the opening
riade by the scalpel through the abdominal
parietes, and an ovarian cyst of considerable
magnitude was found adhering to the peri-
ioneum in front of the belly, and containing
no liquid, but some yellowish shreds only.
This ovarian bag had been filled with air,
which had given rise to the equivocal sounds.
Tha air, it is supposed by the author, was
formed from the decomposition of a degener.
ale evst within.

T have alluded to the examination per
raginam el mer rectum but perhaps not so
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specifically as its merits demands. You will
often he enabled by the finger to detect fluetu-
ation in a cyst, and as frequently to detect a
fibrous tumor of the ovaria from a uterine
one.

Allow me to cite a case: Miss Strader,
formerly of Maseon, Ohio, but then of Cin
viunati, came to Augusta to consult me about
the propriety of an operation for what her
physicians pronouneed ovarian tumor, On
cxamination [ found the tumor oecupying the
central and right side of the abdomen. It
was easily moved in any direction without
any apparcnt pain. There was no fluctuation,
and the ease with which the tumor could he
lifted out and turned from side to side, made,
fur the moment, an 1mpression on my mind
that although perhaps fibrous, with a narrow
pediele, it would justify an operation. But
remembering my motto, which heads this ar-
liele on diagnosis, ‘“He that thinketh ha
stundeth, take heed lest he fall,”” I proceeded
to other tests. On introducing the finger into
the vagina, T found it completely filled up
with an obtuse lobe of the tumor, dipping
deep down into the pelvis. At first [ thought
it might he retroversion of the womb, but by
a rectal examination, I found a smaller lobe
pressing upon the rectum, which scemed to
sprout off from the lobe in the vagina in a
perpendienlar direction. I came to the con-
clusion that it was an intra-murel tumor of
the aterus, forming in the walls, and extend-
ing both upward and inward. The patient re.
turned home, but came back a second time, in-
sisting still upon an operation. 1 wrote a
note to Dr. Dunlap, who came and examined
tiie case with me. He formed a similar con.
¢lusion to the one 1 have just expressed. Miss
Strader was subsequently examined by Profs.
Marshall and Bayless, of Cincinnati, and
since then hy Dr. Washington Atlee, of Phila-
delphia, as will be seen frem the following
note:

Philadelphia, Nov. 9, 1854,
“*1lear Sir:

Your patient, Miss Strader, presented her-
gelf to me to-day. and, upon examination, |
have arrived at the same conclusion you did
—that is, a fibrous tumor of the uterus, The
uterus, however, ean not be clearly diagnosed,
und consequently as the relation of the tumor
with it can not he defined, no operation ought
t~ be recommended.

Yours, truly,

WasmINGTON ATLEE,
418 Arrh Street.
J. Taylor Bradford. M. D.

ASCITES AND OVARIAN TUMOR.

I'he distinguishing characteristies of ascites
as compared with ovarian tumor are import.
ant. Tt is not alwars an easy matter to distin-
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guish between the two, and it has onee occur:
rad to me to encounter more difficulty in de-
ciding between aseites and ovarian tumor,
than it was to establish a correct diagnosis
between uterine and ovarian disease,

In the maturity of hoth diseases, when the
amlomen is dhstended tc its utmost, many of
the symptoms which assist and guide us in
the carly stages, are lost. The ovarian eyst
thea loses its circumseribed and lateral pre
ponderance, and accommodates its growth to
the inequalities and recesses of the abdominal
cavity.

In the earlier stages of ascites, we generally
tin.. an equable enlargement of the abdomen
on both sides, whilst in  ovarian tumor the
swelling is  cirecumseribed, and confined
mostly to one or the other side. In
aseites there is more econstant and unin-
terrupted tenderness of the peritoneum,
b pressing firmly and quickly with the ends
of the fingers, whilst in ovarian tumor it is
only oceasionally the case. In ascites the gen-
eral health is sooner and more seriously dis-
turbed, whereas in ovarian tumor it often re-
maing goord for months, or even years. In
aseites the seerction from the kidneys is usu-
aliv seant and defective, whereas in ovarian
tiunor, exeept in the rapidly enlarging cases.
there is hut little ehange. In ascites we find
the patient oftener with a dry skin, thirst, and
a wore frequont and irregular pulse, whereas
i ovarian tumnr theyv are only oceasionally.
il at all. present, In asecites we can generally
trace the canse of the distension to some car
dliae, remal, hepatie, or other organie af-
feetion, whereas in ovarian tumor, if of long
duration, the mystery is how the patient zar-
ries twenty, thirty. forty, or even sixty
pounds, without constant ecomplaining. In
ascites the hbowels, alwavs containing more or
less gas, float to the surface of the fluid, whilst
in ovarian tumor they lie behind or under-
neath the tumor. We have, then, on pereus-
sion, in ascites, whatever position the patient
assumes, the resonant or hollow sound peeul-
iar to the intestines, which remain uppermost,
with eorresponding dullness helow. In
ovarian tumor we have the dull sound over the
region of the umbilical or latero-umbilieal
and latero-pubie, in whatever position the pa-
tient may take: or, as Mr. Brown more strik-
ingly deseribes it, ““want of resonance in the
lowest part. in all positions, with tyvmpanitie
sound in the highest. in all positions, indi-
cates aseites.”’

To these characteristics, usually considered

so important, Dr. Watson has given us some
anomalons and interesting exceptions, In one
case the distension in ascites was so great that
{the mesenterv was not broad enough to allow
the buoyant intestines to reach the surface,
when the patient was supine. In this ease,
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then, instead of the resonance peculiar to the
intestines, it gave a muffled or dull sound.

The second case was found, upon post mor-
tem examination, to be ascites, where the
‘*omentum had formed into a thick cake,”’
and was ‘“‘strapped tightly over the subjacent
intestines.”” Here, of course, we would have
a dull sound, although ascitex existed,

He alludes to another possible contingency,
in which the sounds by pereussion would be
equally deceptive. This may occur in conse-
yuence of the ‘"adhesion of the various coils
of intestine to each other, and the parts be-
hind them.’” Such cases, however, fortunate-
ly for the diagnosis of ascites, are very rare,
and I do not know a single author, save that
rare teacher and profound thinker, Dr. Wat-
son, who has met with them.

I have now a patient, Mrs, Kenyon, oppo-
site Vaneeburg, Kentucky, whose abdomen is
very much distended, and the history of
whose disease is purely ovarian. It has been
of nearly three vears’ standing. The general
habit it but very little disturbed, and the
sound elicited by percussion over the entire
alulomen is resonant, except occasionally,
when, just below the umbilicus, a thickening
of the parietes, or what feels more like the
““omentum ecake,’’ takes place, over which a
dnll sound will be elicited until it subsides,
which it generally does in two or three }veelm.
The usual and general approved remedies for
aseites have not decreased the size of the ab-
domen. It is elearly. in my mind, not
ovarian, but asecites; but to what may it be
attributed 1*

When, in either aseites or ovarian tumor,
the quantity of liquid is small, fluctnation hy
ithe nsual mode is not always distinet, Tn such
cases, we will find the mode of Mr. Tarral, as
detailed by Professor Wood. worthy of use,
It consists in applying the thumb and middle
finger of the same hand upon the surface, and
percussing with the index finger between
them.

The test. already alluded to. of Dr. Bird,
of London, with reference to adhesions in
ovarian tunmor, I have found to he one among
the most eonvineing tests in aseites: and T do
not now rerollect any writer who has alluded
to it as one of the tests in that disease. That
is, if the patient, whilst lving upon her bed,
be directed to raise herself up in bed without
using her arms, the fluid will bulge np prom-
inently hetween, and laterally to, the recti
musecles, whilst in ovarian tumor, on account
of the eireumseribed sae, it will not admit cf
such a degrze of prominence. The parietes
of the ahdomen will admit of considerable ex-
tension, whereas the sae and the recti muscles

*1 have tapped this Indy twice, and with the application
of a light bandage after the second tapping, she has entirely
recoversed.
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will not admit of the same marked protuber-
ance and ineguality.

It sometimes happens that ovarian tumor
and aseites exist together. I have met with
one remarkable case of this kind, Mrs. Martin,
of Maysville, Kentueky. By pressing firmly
with the ends of the fingers, the aseitic fluid
was readily displaced, and a tumor of the left
ovary found floating in the surrounding
iiquid. The patient was sixty years old, and
the disease had progressed so far, and the gen-
eral health so much declined, that I did not
iclvise or solicit an operation. She lived but
a few weeks after | saw her, and no post mor-
tein examination was obtained. In response
1o a cireular addressed to the physicians of
Kentueky by myself, I received from Dr.
Dimmit, of Lewishurg, an intelligent and
promising physician of that place, and whose
patient she had been up to the time of her re-
woval to Mayvsville, the following history of
the case:

“*I saw her for the first time three years
ago., at whieh time the tumor, occupying the
left side, was firm, movable, and dropsical.
The disease appeared suhsequent to the ces.
sation of the catamenia. Her general health
at that time was moderately good. She suf-
fered at times extreme pain in the region of
the tumor, at which time a nmervous train of
svinptoms. resemhling hysteria, set in.”’

1 saw Mrs. Martin in one of the nervous at-
tacks alluded to by Dr. Dimmit. She would
li= for a time motionless and apparently life-
less, but would retain her conseiousness
thronghout the paroxysm. The attacks were
superindueed by pain, fright, or excitement
of any kind. I merely quote this case to illus-
trate how unlike different persons may he af-
feeted by the same disease, and that ovarian
tumor is not without its collaterals and con-
comitants in the nervous system,

1t may appear to you that I have dwelt un-
rvasnnahlv long npon the diagnosis of this

““hydra of calamities,”” and the cases cited
by way of illnstration may, for the time being,
appear irrelevant, but these cases and these
symptoms and tests, may one day meet you at
the bedside.

DISEASES LIABLE TO BE MISTAKEN
FOR OVARIAN DROPSY.

Dr. Brown, in his excellent work on
*‘Surgical Diseases of Women,'’ classes these
discases as follows:

1. Retroversion and retroflection of the
uterns;

2. Tumors of the uterus—a. solid. b. fibro-
eystie;

o, Ascites;
4. Pregnancy;
5. Pregnaney, complicated with ovarian

dropsy ;
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v. Cystic tumors of the abdomen ;

7. Distended bladder; _ _

5. Accumulation of gas in the intestines;

2.  Acceumulation of feces in the intestines;

iU0. Enlargement of the liver, spleen, ov
kidaeys, or tumor connected with these
viscera;

11. Recto-vaginal
went of the ovary;

12. Pelvie abscess;

13, HRetention of the menstrual fluid from
hmperforate hymen;

i4. Hydrometra.

A description of these different diseases,
under their partieular elass in the different
wedieal works, will generally enable you, if
not possessed of the '‘tumor mania,’”’ to dis-
tinguish them from ovarian dropsy. I shall
only allude to a few of them in which I may
have had some - personal experience.

From what 1 have read and observed, 1 am
inclined to the belief that malignant disease
of the ovary is very rare. [ have met with
but one case. This was a patient of Dr.
Duke’s, of Maysville, the wife of the Rev. M.
Upon examination 1 found a large, unevon,
but solid tunor, occupying the left side, and
extending up to the umbilicus. It was par-
ticularly firm, with numerous obtuse lobes
projecting upward: rather tender to the
touch, and so eompletely adherent to the
surrounding parts, particularly to the wombh,
that but little if any movement could be ef-
fected. An examination per vaginam reveal-
ed the same hardened and uneven surface.
The pain and suffering were very great, gen-
eral health bad, and that peculiar cast of
countenanee which indicates a svstem worn
down by malignant disease. Soon after I saw
her, T learned from Dr. Duke that the tumor
had grown so rapidly. and infringed so seri-
visly upon the hladder, that it was almost im-
pns.mhle to pass the eatheter, which for some
time, had been the onlv means of passing
urine. No post mortem examination was ob-
tained.

When we add to the above symptoms that
in caneerous grnwth.-t__ the tumor is uneven in
its growth. the pain and soreness much
greater than in other forms of lisease, the
aeneral eacheetie. and sallow completmu the
pecuhar hardness and rapidity of its growth.
the g&nnral health and strength soon wasted,
we will have but little difficulty in determin-
ing its nature,

1 have already directed your attention to
the ecase of Prinee. where a patient was oper-
ated on for ovarian dropsy, which proved,
upon post mortem examination, to be a tu-
mor of the spleen.

T was once consulted in a case, Mrs. —,
of Boone County, Kentueky, which a number
of physicians had pronounced ovarian. She

hernia, and displace.
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came to Augnsta, [ feund, upon examina-
tion, the alwlomen enormously distended, the
tumor reachine from the pubis to the ensi-
form cartilage, and oceupying almost the en-
tire side. Upon pressure, a hard or doughy
feel was imparted to the finger. There was
no fluctvation manifest, and a dull sound was
vlieited upon percussion throughout the ab-
demaen, except the right hypogastrie region.
The tumor was movable, and upon dipping
the finger deep down between the pubis and
the tumor, a ““cactus-like’” lohe of the tumor
was felt, which could be slightly raised with-
out an apparent pain. The symptoms gener-
ally were ohscure. She complained but little
except from the weight, which could not be
less than twenty pounds. Examination per
vaginam revealed no sign of a tumor in the
pelvie eavity. But little was known aboui
the history of the case with the exception of
patient’s avewal that it commeneed on the
“*left side. immediately under the ribs,”” and
was of two vears’ gtanding. The *‘cactus’
or notched-like feel of the tumor, together
with the condition of the pelvic organs, and
the history of the ease, led me to the conelus-
ion that it was not ovarian disease, but en-
largement of the spleen hypertrophy. I have
sinee understood that the family have moved
West, and have lost the history of the case.

I saw another well-marked case of diseased
spleen in the danghter of Mr. , of Nicho-
las County, which had been (liagnosed as
ovarian tumor.

OVARTAN TUMOR—PREGNANCY CO-

EXISTING.

In the Transactions of the American Medic-
al Association, 1851, Atlee’s tables, is a case
of Dr. Atlee’s, where the patient was two
months pregrant at the time of operation.
No miscarriage. Tumor weighed eighty-one
pounds. Died of starvation.

In the Medico-Chirurgical Transactions.
vol. 30, is a case of Dr. Bird, where there was
no sign of pregnaney; operation performed;
weight of tumor fifty pounds; abortion see-
ond day; recovered., and had a child subse-
((uently.

ACCUMULATION OF FECES IN THE BOWELS.

In Prof. fiross’ Pathological Anatomy. a
remarkable case is related, as oceurring in the
practice of Dr. Lean. of Columbia, South
(larolina. Tt oceurred in a young lady aged
twenty-five vears. No alvine evacuation had
L.cen had for nine weeks. [Upon a post mor-
tem examination the intestines were found
enormously distended ; colon, duodenum and
ilenm measuring thirteen and one-half inches
in cirenmference the gquantity of fecal matter
amounted to nearly seven gallons.

Mr. Brandle relates a case where the fecal
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arcnmulation impaeted in the colon amount-
ed to thirty-three pounds.

Mr. Brown says: ‘‘I once saw a case of sim-
ple encysted ovarian dropsy, which, in its
earliest stage, was eonsidered by a very dis-
tingnished surgeon, in London, to be accumu-
lation of feees.”’

I mention these cases that you may be on
yvour guard ond not mistake, as some prom-
inent English surgeons have done, fecal ae-
cnmulation for ovarian tumor.

In 1854, whilst attending the State Medical
Society in Covington, Ky., I visited, with Dr.
Chambers, a patient of his laboring under dis-
case of the ocentum. The abdomen was con-
siderably enlarged, with some degree of
aseites, but by displacing the liquid by per-
cussing firmly with the ends of his fingers,
that peculiar kpotted or rigid feel which
characterizes enlargement of the omentum
was manifest. The history of the case, the
peint al whieh it first made its appearance, to-
gether with that ridged or serrated feel of
transverse lines, with more pain and tender-
ness than is nsually the case with ovarian tu-
mor, enabled me to deeide in my own mind
that the discase was omental and malignant.

I have seen one case of this since, a patient
of Dr. Adamson. of Maysville, Kentueky. The
disease in this ease presented the above char-
acteristies, exeept that it was more uneven in
surface, lumpy and knotty, with all the lead-
ing indieations of true malignancy. No post
mortem examination was obtained.

LETTERS FROM SURGEONS AND OP-
ERATORS.

The following latters, which I trust will
prove of mueh interest on this subject, have
fallen into my hands in answer to inquiries
in search of statistics on ovariotomy.

Philadelphia, Jan. 24, 1854.
My Drsr Sm:

Your interesting letter eame to hand last
month, hut has not heen replied to, in conse-
quence »f my numerous and various engage-
ments, and depression of spirits from domes-
tic affliction. T regret that I shall not be abla
to render vou mueh assistance in the investiga-
tion vou are sngaged in.

Some vears ago I took a lively interest in
the subject. from having earefully examined
IDr. Bird’s preparations in London, and from
having read May’s and other’s works sent me
by their authors. Being, however, rather out
of the line of my studies and practiee, I have
not reeently turned my attention to the sub-
jeet—mnot ennugh, certainly, to justify my of-
fering anv decided sentiments in relation to
it. especially as I have never performed or
witnessed the operation. The books, more-
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over, referred to, 1 forwarded some years
ginee to Dr. John L. Atlee, of Lancaster.

In conversing a few days since with that
distinguished gentleman, I took the liberty to
show him your letter and to ask him for sta-
tisiics. He referred me at once to his
brother’s, =, Washington Atlee, writings,
which embodied everything known, he re-
marked, upon the subject. including Dr. Lee's
stutisties. These 1 will get and send you with
ont delay.

I will only add that I have no prejudice to
countend with in the matter. My feelings, 1
ronfess, are in favor of the operation in
proper ecases: and I would not hesitate to per-
form it if ealled upon, after due study and
preparation, for I have a strong eonviction,
derived from my two successful cases of Cw-
sarean sectior, saving both mother and child,
that little danger is to be apprehended from
opening the abdomen. provided the peri-
toneum be carefully handled, and ordinary
skill and prudence be exercised in the opera-
tion.

The views thus given I do mnot consider
worth making known. T have no objection,
nevartheless, if you think my authority in eol-
lateral matters of any weight, that my name be
used in accordance with the remarks ghove
stated.

The case vou are about to publish is eer-
tainly a very interesting one, and I shall take
great pleasure in reading it.

With great respeet, I am yours,
‘W. Gieson.
Philadelphia, March 27, 1859.
My DEAr Sm:

Your letter was received last month, and
wonld have had an earlier reply, but it came
to hand in the midst of building and moving:
My papers even vet have not been zrranged
so as to enahle me to give you a satisfactory
answer, although I have a large mass of ma-
terials, which would go a great way toward
establishing gastrotomy in the minds of the
profession ; T mean those members of the pro-
fession who are influenced more by facts and
truths in surgery than by opinions and preju-
dices.

My professional engagements are so press-
ing at present that I can not pretend to ana-
ivze the matter in my possession for vour use.
I will, however, send vou several pamphlets,
among them my table of cases, which will give
vou all the facts on record up to date of pub-
lication. I may say, in reference to the opera-
tions occurring sinee the publication of my
table, that the snceess of the operation is eer-
tainly not less than there represented. This
ought to make it as justifiable and legitimate
as any other capital operation in the ecata-
logne of surgery. Indeed, I consider the
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arguments employed against it by the oppos-
ers of gastrotomy equally as applicable to
wany other nperations long since established.

Ay own eases now amount to twenty-three,
These may be divided into two classes:

First. Those where death was impending,
and daily looked for: and.

Seeond. Those in a more favorable eondi-
ti0|1. S

In the first class were ten cases, and four
lives were saved by the operation. The death
of the other six was supposed not to have been
hastened by it, while the comfort of all the pa-
tients was improved, and in some of the cases
life was thought to have been prolonged. In
none of these could death be attributed so
much to the operation as to the disease.
Among the recoveries, one patient was sixty
nine years old, tumor twenty-eight pounds;
another was fifty-six vears of age, tumor fifty
pounds ; another was pregnant and the tumor
was heavier than the patient; while the
fourth was bloodless from flooding after mis.
carriage, with a small, thread-like pulse, 130
per minute. These cases, [ believe, were
snatched from the grave by the operations.

In the second class are thirteen cases, nine
recoveries, four deaths, very nearly the same
proportion as in Clay’'s operations.

1 congratulate you and Dr. Dunlap on the
snccess of your operations, and would be
pleased to have a report of each case, as wel!
as all other information which vou can furn-
ish me on this and similar subjects.

Please accept a copy of my prize essay,
which I also forward to your address. T have
operated on six cases sinece its publication.

Very respectfully yours,
WASHINGTON ATLEE.

Manchester, England, Dec. 15, 1856.
My DEAr Sir:

I have just received your kind note, dated
November 23, 1856, and have to thank you
for the many kindnesses therein expressed.
When I wrote last to you I was busy prepar-
ing a small volume entitled ‘‘ Hand-Book ot
Obstetrie Operative Surgery’’ for the press,
intending to follow it up by a larger work on
ovariotomy, stating my experience in full,
With great difficulty T found time to complete
my Hand-Book, which T hope by this time
you have seen, in which you will find a long
chapter devoted to ovariotommy. But I need
searcely tell you, my increasing professionai
cngagements interfere so seriously with my
time, that T can scarcely attend to any thing
that T am not really compelled to: otherwise,
1 have abundant material to communicate to
the world. which T imagine would be desir-
ahle.

I am delighted to hear of your great sue-
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cess, far excecding even my own; indeed, [ al-
wmost envy you and Dr. Dunlap, and earnestly
hope for its continuance. I have not yet given
up my intention of publishing my ovarian
work. It is only waiting time, not inclination,
to complete. In the meantime, I can only add
a few particulars to my last statement of
eases, which now amount to seventy-six, ans!
inay be read thuvs:

Of first 20, 8 died—13 recovered ;

Of secoud 20, 6 died—14 recoversd;

Of the last 36, 9 died—27 recovered.

I helieve this is the legitimate mode of view-
ing the question, progressively, by which the
mortality is shown to be gradually lessened by
practieal experience, thus:

First cases, 1 death in 214 ;
Second cases, 1 death in 314 ;
Last eases, 1 death in 4.

I should like you to refer to my new Hand-
I3ook for such practical hints as 1 have, from
time to time, elicited by practice, and I will
write to my publisher to forward you a copy.

1 am entirely of vour opinion, that the
cases require great care in selecting, and
should not be operated upon merely because
they are ovarian.

i have little to say as to the want of eredence
in those who take ground against the opera-
tion. I ecan, however, with pride and pleasure
rafer them to many men of the highest stand-
ing in my own countryv. amongst them Prof.
Simpson, Dr. Bennett. of Edinburgh, Dr. R.
Lee. Saiford Lee, and a list of hundreds who
have communicated with me on the subject,
as to my veraecity, not forgetting Professors
Lee, Z. Channing, avith Dr. Atlee, in your own
land.

The opposition in England to the operation
is fast giving way, and T trust it may be said,
that in legitimate ~ases there are few surgeons
here who oppose it, T ean not at present de
more than give vou this short resume.

1 have some few cases under my care on
vhich T expect very shortly to operate, and T
trust I <hall be as suc~cessful as [ have heen,
if not more so.

With kind regards and hest wishes for
your continmed suecess, I am, my Jear sir,

Yours, most sincerely,
CrarLes Cray, M. D.

Dr. .JJ. Tayvlor Bradford, Surgeon, Augusta,
Ky.. 1. 8.

I regret to say that 1 have not reeeived the
“Hand-Book’’ alluded to in the ubove letter
of Mr. Clay.

Drer SIR:

In veply to yvour letter of the 24th ult., T
have to say that I regard ovariotomy as fairly
within the precinets of regular surgery.
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tthjo, it shou!d seem, holds a prominent rank
in the operation, Very respectfully,
R. D. Mussey.
Cineinnati, Jan. 1, 1857.

Extract from a letter to me by Dr. Black-
man, Cincinnati, Jan. 2, 1857 :

**If vou see the Western Lancet, you are
probably already aware that I regard ovari-
otomy as a justifiable operation in suitable
cases, | would not operate in a case of en-
cephaloid disease of the ovary; and I would
not persevere in an operation already com-
menced, should I find very extensive adhes-
ioms, for I have geen a patient, from the break-
ing up or rather dividing with the knife such
adhesions, die on the table. I saw such a case
oecur to Dr. I was one of his assist-
ants.”

Truly vours,
GeorGe . BLACEMAN.

Dzr. BrapFoRrD:

1 have received yours asking for the results
of my observation upon the operation for
ovarian tumors. Upon this subject it is not
in my power to say anything from my own
experience in favor of the operation.

Many cases in the early stages of enlarge-
ment have been under my ecare, within
medical treatment removed the enlargement,
and restored the health of the patients, while
vthers of protracted existence, of malignant
growth, or of eomplex organization, attended
by great enlargement. have offered me no evi-
denee in favor of an operation. It is proper,
however, to observe that in reference to these,
niy ohservations have been limited, as you will
infer on beirg advised, that in a practice of
tive and forty years, embodying every variety
of surgieal praetice, I have operated npon one
case only, The tumor appeared to occupy the
entire abdominal eavity, and was organized
thronghout. The patient died on the fourth
or fifth day after the operation, and possibly
might have reeovered under the advantages
of good nursing, directed by professional skill,
neither of whkich were at command.

With great regard, very truly your friend,
Bengaymiy 'W. DupLey.

Dr. J. T. Bradford, Augusta, Ky.
Lexington, Jan. 4, 1857.

Lonisville, January 17, 1857,

1 feel that 1 owe you an apology for so long
delaying to answer your letter of the 24th of
IDecember last, The fact is, that T have been
reluctant to write on the subject to which
your letter relates, beecause I have scarcely
formed any verv decided opinion on many
points eonnected with it.

Of the propriety and necessity of ovariot-
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omy in certain cases, I have no doubt; but to
confine the cases with precision, for the guid-
ance of those who may be debating the matter
in their minds, and need to be helped to a
proper decision, is, [ apprehend, a difficult
task. It is, 1 think, perfectly clear that nv pa-
ticnt with a diseased ovary, who does not suf-
fer much inconvenience from her malady, and
is yet capable of enjoying life and contrib-
uting to the happiness ¢f others, ought to be
advised to the risk of so dangerous an opera-
tion. But, ou the other hand, if the operation
he deferred until life itself is a burden, the
chances of its suecessful performance are
greatly diminished, and to deeide exactly how
heavily this burden must press before we
shall be justified in resorting to the knife, is
a very nice point, and one the decision of
which involves, of course, much responsibility,

Probably future and more extended experi-
cnee may clear up the obscurity that now per-
plexes this view, and dissipate or at least di-
minish other difficulties that embarrass the
whole subjeet. At present, while I entertain
the opinion that under certain ecircumstances
the extirpation of diseased ovaria is a justi-
finble operation, I should feel at some loss
were I ealled upon to decide the conditions,
though 1 might be able to apprehend them in
practice,

My own personal experience in ovariotomy
is very limited, being confined to three cases.
In one of these, operated upon by Dr. Dudley,
Inany years ago, the patient survived the re-
moval of the tumor only a few days. The sec-
ond oceurred in the practice of Dr. Gross, and
was likewise followed by fatal termination.
The third was my own case, which had a more
fortunate result, the patient entirely recover-
ing. I say fortunate, for I do not ascribe the
issue to my superior skill, but purely to luck.

I might have performed the operation sev-
vral times sinee. but I confess I have not any
deeided wish to repeat it, but have rather been
disposed to evade it, or, as we sometimes say.
dodge it.

Do not, I pray you, think me a surgical pol-
troon on aceount of this confession, but at-
tribute my hesitation rather to the want of
clear and satisfactory perception of the line
of surgical duty.

Hoping that your report may enlighten me,
and be alike ereditable to vourself and the so-
ciely,

I remain, my dear sir, your friend,
Hewry MILLER.

New Orleans, March 30, 1857.
My Dear Bik:

Excuse me for not replving to yours of the
7th of Fehruary sooner, asking my views on
the propriety of ovariotomy. Pressing busi-
ness at the time it was received compelled me
to lay it by, and the subjeet passed from my
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mind until now. You are perhaps aware that
1 am the advceate of a new method of curing
ovarian dropsy, which obviates the pain anu
dauger of ovariotowy fully as much as Civi-
ale’s method of removing stone from the
bladder obviates the pain and danger of lith-
stomy. )

But as Civiale’s inveution is not applicable
to all cases, neither is my method, practiced
with success in one case, of treating ovarian
encysted tumors, by reaching them through
the Fallopian tubes, practical in all cases.
I*erhaps 1t is applicable in only a very few.
You might naturally expeet me to be among
those who are disposed to magnify the dan-
gers attending exeision, to attraet the greater
attention to the discovery of a method of cure
void of either pain or danger. But I am not
among them. [ am in favor of the MeDowell
vperation when it offers the only chanece ot
saving the lire of the patient. 1 ecall it the
McDowell operation, heause he was the first
surgeon to perform it with success for encyst-
el abdominal tumers, requiring for their ex-
tirpation the whole abdominal parietes to be
laid open from the sternum to the pubis. The
tumor removed by Dr. MeDowell, ot Danville,
Ky., from Mrs. Crawford, weighed fifteen
pounds, and the cure was complete in about
o month. The operation was performed in
the year 1909, yet in 1826, the fact that such
an operation had been performed with sue-
cess by a physician in an obseure village in
Kentucky, was not fully believed either in
New York or London, although MeDowell, as
also the two Smiths, Nathan and Alban, had,
in the meantime, performed a number of op-
crations of the kind with success. The Lon-
don medical journals sneeringly noticed Me-
Dowell’s cases. which Mr. Lizars had append-
ed to his work on ovarian disease, published
in 1825, A New York physician in a mono-
graph on the same snbjeet, published in the
Medical Recorder of Philadelphia. vol. x, p.
262-269, 1826, noticed these sneers of the Lon-
don editors, and expressed a ‘“‘hope,”’ italiciz-
ing the word, *‘to see Dir. McDowell eome out
well in the affair. and make good his elaims.”’
-—267. The editor of the Medical Recorder,
Dr. Calhoun. at the conclusion of the article,
assured his readers that there was no doubt in
regard to the eases reported by Me.Dowell, as
he had heen assured of their truth by com-
munications of the most respeetable character
from Kentueky. But beeause some cockney
editors of London chose to sneer at McDow-
ell’s cases of successful ovariotomy fifteen or
sixteen ycars afler they had been reported
and duly authenticated, the New York phy-
sician seemed to think it was incumbent on
MzDowell to make pood his claims, which
e had alreadv made good so far back

as 1809, when he cured Mrs. Crawford, hy
an operation requiring an ineision from stern-
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um: to pubis through the walls of the ab-
domen.

So long did it take truth to travel from
Keatucky to New York, and so strong were
London sneers against it when it got there,
that Mrs. Hunt, a patient of three New York
physicians, was permitted to die a miserable
death without getting the benefit of that
truth, her physicians looking on and giving
their assent for her to suffer and die without
sdrgical aid, with a disease which MeDowell
bad proved te be a remediable ailment by his
suceess with Mrs. Crawford and others. The
lLondon editor’s sneers were too strong for
the Kentucky editor’s facts with the New
York physicians, and they let her dic without
attempting ovariotomy to save her. On exam-
ination after death, they found no adhesions
of any consequence, and ‘°posteriorly,’’ to
use¢ their own words, **the attachments easily
yielded to the fingers, and we rolled out a
huge mass almost -without the aid of the
knife.”” *'Tts attachment to the body was
by two pedicles, not larger than a finger. on
the original sight of the ovarium.”' See
Medical Recorder, vol, x, p. 265.

At a later period in the year 1828, Dr.
Foreman, of New Jersey, reported a case. in
the Medical Recorder, vol. xiv. pp 366 and
413, of ovarian dropsy, whiech he tapped a
number of times, drawing off, at different
times, upwards of twenty gallons of dark eol-
ored, viseid humor, and which, after five
months suffering. terminated fatally. On ex-
amination after death, ‘“the position of the
tumor in the abdomen was found to be an-
t-rior to all the viseera, and its adhesions to
them was so slicht as to require the seissors
in one place only to free it, when it rolled out
n huge finetuating mass upon the table.”’ p.
L5069,

In reporting the ease, Dr. Foreman, seeinz
how slight the adhesions were. very correctly
conclndes, ‘“that in encysted dropsies, unless
the containing sack ean be entirely removed
from the hody. or destroyed hy suppuration,
there is very little ground to hope that they
ever ean he enred hy art. Therefore, when the
ovarinm is the seat of the disease, we are war-
ranted hy the suecessful resnlts of the few
operations of the kind that have heen per.
formed, in laving open the eavity of the ab-
domen and remaving the diseased organ from
it at onee. If this course had heen pursued
toward my patient she might at this time have
heen living. These organs have been remov-
et sufficiently often, without dangerous symp-
toms intervering. to fully justify the opera-
tion in all cases where the general health of
the patient is good. and the diagnosis clear.
The appalline exposure of the viseera in this
operation, shonld. T admit, deter from its per-
formance, were death not inevitably ninety-
nine times in a handred without it.”” “‘Un-
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fortunately the dread of attempting to do
good for fear that evil may grow out of it,
paralyzes the hands of surgeons, and satisfies
them to sanetion .inevitable death rather than
incur the possible dangers of a timely opera-
tiom. The tisne, however, has come when these
degrading apprehensions are giving way,”’
ele,, p. 361,

I conld not express my views on this inter-
esting subject more clearly than Dr. Fore-
ntan has expressed them for me in the above
¢itotation, and 1 beg you to receive the same
as my answer to the important question, in
regard to the propriety of the operation of
ovariotomy, that wvou propounded to me.
Those who are disposed to blame the New
Vork physicians for letting the sneers of Lon-
don editors paralyze their hands, so far as to
sunction the inevitable death of Mrs. Hunt,
rather than give her a chance for her life by
resorting to ovariotomy in her rase, should
not hold the physicians of the present day
hlameless, who condemn the operation under
all eircumstances, for no better reason than
that some flippant European writers and lee.
turers have condemned it without making
themselves aequainted with the facts contribe
uted by Awmerican surgeons.

Fifteen or twentv wyears after ovariotomy
had been suecessfully performed in a number
nf cases in Kentucky and other parts of the
L'nited States, doubt and suspicion were cast
upon them hy Enropean writers, and now, af-
ter the facts called in question have been
proved heyond ecavil or dispute, they are
very much inelined to ignore them entirely.
andl to treat the subjeet as if no such opera-
tion had ever heen successfully performed in
Ameriea. Thus Watson, in his fourth lecture,
spraking of ovariotomy, says: ‘‘The results
of experienee hzve been so discouraging, as
well migh. in most minds, to prohibit such
attempts in futore.”” Watson had evidently
not informed himself in regard to the faets,
or designedly ienared Dr. McDowell's and
other American surgeons successful opera-
tions. It does not follow that because the op-
eration has been unsuceessful among the pau-
per and lazzaroni classes in the European
hospitals. that well fed Americans, surround-
e with all the eomforts of life, and who stand
operations mueh hetter than European hos-
pital patients. should be deprived of the
chanee it gives them for their lives. Both in
surgery and in thz practice of medicine. it
is high time for America to set up for herself,
and to be governed hy her own experience

«nd observation, and not by the experience
and ohservation of Europe, drawn mostly
from hospital practice. Tt is true that the op-
eration of ovariotomy wonld be apt to kill a
half starved pauper in a crowded European
hospital, and so would a hasty plate of soup,
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a full meal, a dose of calomel and jalap, or a
free blood-letting.,

In the Boston Mediral Journal. vol. v, p.
a8, 380, Dr. Thos. Fereday, of Dudley, re-
ported a case of ovarian tumeor. spontaneous-
ly subsiding by a discharge of fluid from the
vagina, estimated at from two to three gal-
lous, in one night. In this instance the water
no Aoubt made its way through the Fallopian
tube into the uterus. and passed out of that
organ through the vagina. s

A similar case is reported in the Transyl-
vania Journal of 1829, vol. ii, p. 97, 98. The
patient had taken a dose of senna, and report-
ed 1o the attending physician that it had not
only operated on the bowels, but that she
“*had urinated during the night to an amount
that not only astonished but alarmed her.”’
The next morning the ovarian tumor, a very
lnrge one. had entirely disappeared. Tt hai
evidently broken into the uterus, through the
Fallopian tube, and passing out. per vias nat-
wrales, was mistaken for urine. The Fallo.
pian canal. when enlarged by hydroma or
other causes. affords an open way to the cav-
itics of the serons membranes, through which
flnids, extravasated in the abdomen, may find
their way out. It would also give a ready
outlet tn the water contained in ovarian cysts.
Cystg are lined with a distinet secreting mem-
brane, sometimes single, but generally com-
posed of smaller eysts contained within a par-
ent, attached by narrow pedicles, and ecom-
municating between themselves, When evsts
are opened from without, no matter how
small they may be, a dangerous inflaimmation
is sure to follow, which nothing can eure hut
an entire destruction of the secreting surface
by suppuration or hy total execision.

Hence no cases of ovarian dropsy, which
have been treated by puncture from without.
have recoversd. so far as my observation ex-
tends. T have seen the operation tried under
the most favorable circumstances, and always
without success.

No inflammation followed in the case in
which I drew off a large quantity of gelatin-
vus fluid by probing the Fallopian tube. The
woman entirely recovered, and has since had
a number of children.

The other two ecases above mentioned,
where the ovarian tumor spontaneously dis-
appeared in one night under the excessive dis-
charge of water from the natural passages,
also entirely recovered. This new operation
of reaching the cyst through the Fallopian
duets, is decidedly preferable to anv other in
cases which will admit of the fluid being
reached in that manner. The operation is nei-
ther diffieult nor painful, when the tube is
sufficiently open to admit a small sized prahe,

In a lady who was subject to a profuse dis-
charge neceasionally from the vagina. suppos-
ed to be leucerrhea, T have several times pass-
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ed a small sized catheter into the Fallopian
tube. After gaining the cavity of the uterus.
the catheter was passed very readilv and
without pain to so great a distance as to de-
monstrate, bevond a doubt, that it was far up
it the Fallopian tube. It was only during
the period of those aqueous ischarges that 1
suceeeded in passing it with facility to a dis-
tance that proved it to have passed beyond
the cavity of the uterus. T am aware that
ovarian tumors. besides the aqueous, semi-
gelatinons,  melicerous, and atheromatous
ntter, eontain, in  many instances, hair,
teeth, fleshy substances and bones. Evacu-
ating the liquid contents through the Fallo-
nian tubes, it is very probable would cause the
more solid, seirrhous, or sarcomatous materi-
als to liquify. and to escape in the same way.
In the case that [ reported. a mass of hard
matter, as large as the fist could he felt in
the ovarian region, which continued for a
year or more before it  finally disappeared.
When T first operated she was fully as large
u8 a pregnant woman at her full time.

Ovarian pathology mocks at all the learn.
ing of *he schools, Who ecan account for a
deng sapientia in the ovarium? Yet Dr.
Archer, of Maryland, found a tooth of that
character in the ovarium of a patient of his.
See Medical Repository, vol. xii. p. 365. New
York. 1859.

A great many other cases are recorded in
various works on good authority, not only of
hair, bones, and teeth being found in the
ovaria, hut, in some instances, of teeth set in
an alveolar proeess, and in one case of hones
in the ovarium of a chilid ten years old.

Tao little attention is paid to the facts de-
rived from American fields of experience, and
too much importance is attached to the
dogmas and opinions of book-makers and
teachers in the large cities of Europe. They
ure mostlv opposed to ovariotomy, hecause of
the 1ill suceess whieh has attended it in Eu-
rope, and are slow to believe that inexperi-
enced country physicians, in the hackwoods
of Ameriea, have bern more suceessful than
their most experienced and (dexterons sur-
geons of their large hospitals. The error lies
in their not taking into consideration the vast
difference hetween the unfortunate people of
Ilarope, living in an abnormal condition,
searcely one in a thousand eecupying the po-
sition in society that nature intended him or
her to fill—the sickly, infirm, and half-fam-
ished masses heing ecompelled to overtask
themselves to pamper to the luxuries of a
few, whom luxury is enervating: and the
more fortunate American people, living in a
normal condition. all classes of soriety men,
women, and children. and negroes, oceupving
the position that nature intended for them,
vach having as much liberty as comports with
the happiness. morality. prosperity, and com-
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fort of the whole. Until due allowance is
nade for the difference of circumstanees be-
tween the people of despotic Europe and
those of the model Republic of the New World,
the writers and teachers in London and Paris
will find diffienlty in believing that a physici-
an in the little town of Augusta, in far distant
Kentneky, Dr. Bradford, had been engaged in
seven suecessive operations for ovarian drop-
sv, all provizg snccessful, when their most
suceesful surgeons have failed in five cases
out of seven.

Many good meaning men, who have tried
to prohe the Fallopian tubes, both in the dead
saunject and the living, without suecess, would
#noner helieve that I had made a mistake and
ot no farther than the eavity of the uterus,
than concede that a sargieal operation had
been performed. which Prof. Jackson and
others of less note have regarded as imprae-
ticahle. forgetting that the practicability or
impraetieability of the operation depends up-
or: the cirenmstances of the ease and not upon
any remarkable skill of the operator—forget-
ting. also. that disease ean work such changes
in the Fallopian tuhes as to give sufficient ea-
pacity to admit the hand. mueh less a probe.
When the medical men of Europe take a les
«on in polities and learn the important trmth,
what a normal government. bv diffusing the
blessings and comforts of life among all
classes of society, can do in enabling the eiti-
zons thereof to hear surgical operations, that
nine ont of ten of the half-starved. over-work.
el suhiects of abnormal governments would
die under, they will he prepared to give due
weight to the facts that Ameriean operators
have contributed to surgery, and not hefore.

Respeetfully, vour obedient servant,

Sav’L A, Carrwricnr, M. D.
Dr, .JJ. Taylor Bradford. Augusta, Ky.

T have other letters of much interest in fa-
vor of the operation. the authors of which are
unwillineg that they should go to the society in
their present shape. They are mostly, how-
ever, confirmatory of the propriety of the op-
eration, not statistical.

Tt is a singular faet, that in this eountry
the operatior of ovariotomy helongs almost
exelnsively to “‘ Young Ameriea.’”’” So. too, in
IEngland and Franee, few of the older sur-
groons are found operating, but rather seem to
have reversed that lueky maxim which Dean
Swift practieed and taught, ““That because
he had spent a part of his life in leaving un-
dlone the things which he might have done. he
wonld not throw away the remainder in de-
spair.”’

No one thing, perhaps, has done more te
preindice the older surgeons against the on-
eration than the blunders and errors of Mr,
i.izars. And where errors and injudicions
operations are committed by great men, we
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are too apt to regard the thing, as in itself,
hopeless under the same or similar eircum-
stances. Is it not a fact, then, with the dimin.
ishing fatality of the operation, that many,
very many. of the elder surgeons, without due
investigation and reflection that the ovary is
nsither essential to the life or the health of
the patient, declined to operate or counte.
nance the legitimaey of the operation, because
men equally or more renowned than they had
failed, not. perhaps, from the manner in
which the operation was performed. but
sclection of cases, from the undeveloped
means of a proper diagnosis.

No one skilled in the selection of cases
viould have taken more than one out of the
four cases operated on by Mr. Lizars: and
their failure, hecause of his high position. for
a time, rendered the operation palsied in all
Furope.

Yon will obhserve in the letter of our dis-
tinguished countryman. Prof. Mott. of New
York, addressed to me in 1854, and I hope it
will not he considered unecourteous in alluding
in it by way of illnstration. that his prejudice
in the operation is the result of the loss of
two eases of his own, and of four which eame
under his observation. ‘‘In no one of these
eerses.’’ savs he. ‘“was the tnmor over fifteen
pounds,”” whilst in his own cases one weighed
six pounds. and the other ten.

Now let us examine for a wmoment these
eases, Tt is a well settled principle that rare-
1y, if ever, in the early stages of ovarian tu-
mor, is the constitution or the general health
much disturhed. Why operate. then. where
the tumor had only attained to six or ten
pounds? The danger is greater. whilst the
necessity of the operation is less.

My reading and study of the cases of the
most suceessful operators, as well as my own
experience, have tanght me that there are
two extremes in the time at which we should
operate, hoth of which should bhe avoided,.
The one is where the tumor is small; the other
where the operation has been delaved go Iong
that the size of the tumor and the deeline of
the general health render it hazardous to
operate. Tn the first place, T hold that in pro-
portion to the inereased size of the tumor, all
other things heing equal, will its pressure
upon the adipose snbstance about the parietes
of the ahdomen produce its absorption. and
the frietion of the tumor against the peri-
lonenm aceustorm it to that usage which ren-
ders it less sensitive: and less liable to take
on inflammation.

The same principle holds good in pree.
nanev—in the earlier stages of it, before the
womhb has filled the ahdomen. ahortion. mis.
carriage, or nremature lahor, aceidentally or
snperinduced, is known to he more dangerons
that at the full period of ntero gestation.

I have now been engaged, directly or indi-
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reetly, in nine operations, all but one of which
have been suecessful, and vet the smallest tu-
mor weighed twenty-four pounds. the largest
sixty. There is, then, in this operation, as in
1ost other things, a *“happy medium,”” which,
if arrived at, will insure the greatest degree of
sluccess,

I might cite an instance in the West similar
to that of Prof. Mott, where the failure and
errors of leading surgeons hover vet, like an
ineubus, over the operation, but it might
seem like the child reproving the parent from
whom he had reeceived valued lessons too sae-
red to be cancelled.

There are other operations which have heen
mueh more fatal than ovariotomy, yvet thev
are regarded as legitimate.

When the ligature was tied around the in.
1:oininata the ninth time, with a fatal effect in
every case. Dupuytren attempted it the tenth
time with the same resnlt. And after it had
leen performed the thirteenth time, all end-
ing in death. the celebrated surgeon, Mr. Lis-
ton. whose dictum echaracterized ovariotomy
as ‘“‘belly ripping.’’ attempted the ligature of
the arferin innominata with the same fatal re-
sult. And vet the same surgeon, with many
others, legalize this operation up to the six-
teenth failure, without one case of success.
Yet ovariotomy, with her increasing tri-
uraphs, is condemned

Tn Mr. Merriman’s list of twenty-three
cases of Cesarian operations. Londor Lancet,
vol. i, 1851, p. 319, comprising all the opera
tions in the British Tsles, from 1738 to 1820,
in bt one case did the mother survive the op-
eration, and we find among the operators the
names of .JJohn Hunter and John Bell.

Mr. Radford, in a subsequent report. says:
“‘Iint two out of fifty eases of C'esarian opera-
tion, which oceurred in Great Britain and
Treland, have recovered from the operation.”’
And what is strange, one of these two, the
first casc ever operated on successfully to the
mother, was operated on with a razor by an
Trish midwife, Maryv Donnelly.

Mr. Solly says that death from ovariotomy
up to 1846 were only one in 314, Dr. Atlee
makes the mortality only 2614 per cent.; Dr.
Robert Lee. over 37 per cent.: Mr. Phillips,
over 39 per cent.: Dr. Cormack, over 38 per
ecent.: Dr. Ashwall’s table, over 36 per cent.:
Dr. Lvman, in his table, savs three-fifths of
the operations are unsuceessful. Mr. Church-
ill says, ‘“‘undoubtedly the mortality is very
great, but a mortality nearly, if not quite as
great, is not considered a fatal objection to
other operations.’”” ‘‘If.”’ savs he, ‘‘we tak-
ihe major amputations of the limhs (primary
and secondary,) it appears that in Paris, ae-
cording to Malgagne. the mortality is un-
wards of one in two: in (laszow, it is one in
214 : in the British hospitals it is one in 314."
As to amputation of the thigh, Mr. Syme ob-
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serves, ‘‘the stern evidence of hospital statis.
tics shows that the average frequeney of
deaths is not less than from sixty to seventy
per cent.; of 987 cases collected by Mr. IPhil-
lips, 435 proved fatal, or 44 per cent.

Mr. Curling states. on referring to a table
of amputations performed in the hospitals of
London from 1837 to 1843, “*I find 134 cases
of amputation of the thigh and leg, of whieh
85 were fatal, giving a mortality of 41 per
eent.”’ Of 201 amputaitons of the thigh, per-
formed in Parisian hospitals, and reported hy
Malgagna, 126 ended fatally. In the Edin-
lurgh hospita] 21 died out of 53. Kven if
we take much larger numbers we find the mor-
tality very high. Dr. Tnman has eollected
2586 cases of amputation generally, primary
and secondary, from aceident or disease, aml
the deaths are one in 3 1-10. Tn 4937 cases
published by Mr. Tennick. the mortality is
one in 3 1-15,

The result of the amputation at the hip-
joint is stil! more nnfavorable, Mr. James Cor
has shown that. out of 84 eases. 26 were sue-
cessful, and 58 unsueeessful.

Again: take operations for hernia. Sir A
(‘voper recorids 36 deaths in 77 operations.
and Dr. Inman 260 in 515.

Or. the ligature of large arterirs. of which
Ir. Phillins has collected 171 eases. of whirh
57 died: Dr. Tnman 199 eases. of which 66
died. Of 40 eases of ligature of the sub-
elavian artery. 18 proved fatal: the lizaturs
ol the innominata has heen fatal in every case,

So that. taking the mortality of Dr. Lee's
estimate, it is not higher in ovariotomy than
in that of other operations. which are admit-
ted to he justifiable notwithstanding.

T might, with equal propriety, refer you to
the comparative statistiecs of Prof. Simpson.
Dr. Atlee, and Dr. Buchanan. together with
many others, hut T trust the present are suf-
ficient to eonvinee von that the operation is
not such a monstrous innovation on the dig-
nity and legitimaey of surgieal practice as
some are wont to teach.

OPFRATIONS IN KENTUCKY.

The following is, T helieve, a complete col-
lection of all the eases which have been oper.
ated on in Kentueky up to the present date.
Some of them, von will see, are without any
detail, notwithstanding T have addressed eir-
culars, as well ar private letters to the opera-
tors. Those of them contained in Dr. Lyman's
report, T shall, for the sake of convenience,
copv as condensed hy him, the object heine
merely to give the leading characteristics of
each partienlar rase:

1. Buckner—Mrs. W.—Two solild tumors
feit throneh the ahdominal parietes; the upper
very movable; the other wedzed in the pelvis,
and felt through reetnm and vagina: opera-
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tion June, 1848 ; incision from umbilicus to
within an ineh of symphysis; pedicle of the
upper tumor attached to the lower, ligated,
and removed ; pedicle of lower tumor origin-
ating in the left Fallopian tube: ligature
aronnd the diseased left ovary ; pedicle of tu-
mor ligated in four equal parts; no adhesions;
died sixth day of peritonitis.

2. Buckner—Aged thirty-nine; several
children ; operation Janunaryv 31st, 1850; in-
cision eight inches; numerous adhesions ; liga-
ture around the pediele; tumor of the right
avary removed - ligature fell thirty-ninth
day; alarming symptoms, but the patient
eventnallv recovered.

3. Blackman.—Tapped several times; op-
eration December 22, 1855; adhesions slight :
ovarian tumor of twentv-two pounds remov-
ed : no had symptoms after: recovery.

4. Bush.—Net published : no report: died.

5. Bayless.—\rs. Dredden, age 31 ; opera-
tion September. 1849 : disease of seven vears’
standing: tapped seventeen times; incision
1en inches: numerous adhesions, particularly
aronnd the tapping point. There was no dis-
tinet pedicle on either side, to guide the ap-
plication of a ligature. It was all a confused
mass, Twumor multi-loeular ; weight eizhteen
pounds besides the tappings: ligature fell at
the end of the cleventh month: recovered.

6. Bradford. .J. J—Not published : no re-
port; died.

7. Bradford, J. Tavlor.—Miss H., Mays-
lick, Kv.. single. age 2] - twelve vears™ growth,
havine commenced at nine vears of age,
after searlatina: menses appeared at twelve
and eontinued regular: variety of treatment;
health failing: operation June 14, 1853; in-
vision eighteen fo twenty inches. hetween en-
siform and pubis: adhesions to omentom:
evst tapped, extracted. and double ligatures
passed throngh the pediele left ovary; forty-
one pounds. containing, attached to inner
wall, bony plate. varving in size from a pin’s
head to a sancer. with one large piece of hene
emhedded in the wall of the sac; up to six-
teenth dav; ligature fell sixth week; recover-
ed,

5. PBradford. .J. Taylor.—Miss M., Mil-
ford. Ky., are 20: menses regnlar: thirteen
months’ standing : progress rapid : never tap-
ped: operation June 4, 1856: incision ten
inches: tnmor very vasenlar: evst originated
on broad ligament half inch from left ovary;
ovary healthy and or normal size: avary re-
moved with evst: no adhesions; tumor weigh-
ed twentv-four pounds, douhle ligatnre pass-
ed through pedicle ; ligature fell fourth week;
rerovered.

1. Craig.—Mrs. H. age 26: one child:
menses at 15: at 16 had sappression from
cold, and never regnlar after: complicated
with aseites, which disappeared several times
under treatment; operation April 22, 1854;
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tentative incision three inches, extended to
scrobiculus; adhesions previously diagnosti.
eated ; tapped cyst; found contents ioo thick
to pass through eanula: adhesions to oment-
um and mesentery; double ligature through
pediele ; left ovary ; recovered in seven weeks :
solid parts eleven and three quarter pounds.

30. Dmunlap.—Mrs. B., age 37: five chil-
dren; one vear’s growth; tapped four times
in last six menths; operation March 24, 1853
ineision from wumbilicus to pubis, twelve
inches : adhesions slight ; eyst evaenated : solid
portion size of child’s head; evaeunated ; dou-
ble ligature to pedicle; thirteenth day walk
ed across room; ligature fell in three weeks:
left ovary: thirtyv-seven pounds; recovered.

11. Pref. B. W. Dudley.—Not published ;
no report ; died.

12. Dudlev, E, L.—Not published ; no re-
port; died.

13. Dudley., E. L.—Not published ; no re-
port from operator; operation abandoned:-
patient recovered.

N. B.—Reeeived report from Dr. Dudley,
April 7.. too late for report.

14. Evans. A.—Not published; no report
from operator; patient died.

15. Evans. A.—Not published ; no report;
recovered.
16. (ross.—Miss D., age 22 : menses regu-

lar; eighteen months’' growth; tapped three
gailons three weeks hefore operation. June 19,
1549 : ineision three inches above umbilicus
to pubis, one foot ; right ovary; adherent, red,
and vasenlar: Jligature around the pedicle.
which was narrow, and though tied with
‘“great firmness,”” it came off after removal of
the tumor: a large artery was secured, and
another ligature applied around the pediele,
and one of the divided bands of adhesions.
which showed a disposition to bleed. was liga-
tnred also. The menses appeared for two
days, the thirteenth day, and though the ease
looked promising, she died in four weeks of
peritonitis: enclvsted tumor nine pounds.

17—Miller.— Age 37; four months’
growth: tapped previous week: operation
April 6, 1848 incision, nmbilicus to pubis;
adhesions: two of the cvsts tapped to reduce
the size; tumor drawn ont, and single liga-
ture passed through pedicle; tumor removed.
and remaining vessels of broad ligament ge-
enred separately : weight nine pounds and a
¢uarter: last ligature came away thirty-first
day : recovered.

18. MeMillen.—Not published ; no report;
died.

N. B. Promised report, but did not receive
it.
19, MeDowell —Mrs. Crawford: opera
iion DNecember, 1809: inecision on left side.
three in~hes from and parallel to rectus: nine
inches long: ligature around pedicle; tumor
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opened, and fifteen pounds of gelatinous sub-
stance removed pedicle divided and sae ex-
tirpated; whole weight twenty-two pounds
and a half; in five days, the report says, she
was able to make her own bed, and in twenty-
tive days she went home,

20,
four years of mercurial treatment incision
was macie as in previous case; adhesions to
bladder and uterus preventing its removal;
the tnmor was inecised and gelatinous matter,
and a quart of hlood escaped ; recovered from
the operation: in two years the tumor was as
large as ever.

21. AMeDowell.—Incision in linea alba an
inch below nmbilicus te within an inch of
pubis: ligatvre aronnd pediele; incision ex-
tended two inches above umbilicus, and a
‘‘seirrhus ovarium.’’ weighing six pounds re-
moved. She was well in two weeks, with ex-
ezption of the ligature which fell in five; re-
covered.

23. MceDowell.—-April 1, 1837 - incision as
in last euse; ligature slipped, followed by pro-
fuse hemorrhage: vessels tied separately;
some of them were enut through by the liga-
ture finally passed a ligature around the ped-
icle again, and stiteched it down; recovered
from the operation, but was not in good
Feaith afterwards.

23. MeDowell—Operation May 11, 1829;
had been nnder the treatment for others for
cighteen months. with supposed ascites; treat-
ment continued awhile; she was then tapped,
and thirteen aquarts of gelatinons fluid remov-
ed; in two months tapped again; and then
discovered the tumor; in a few months waa
tapned the third time, when the incision was
enlarged suofficiently to introduce a finger. to
settle the diagnosis: tapned a fourth time,
ghortly before the operation: length of incis-
ion mot mentioned : tied the pedicle, also a
band of nterine adhesions, and removed the
tumor; left ovary; died in three days of peri-
tonitis.

21. MeDowell.—Fifty-three years of age:
operation 1822 incision six inches in linea
alba: bleody sernm gushed out and econtinued
to flow nntil the sae was emptied ; edges of
wound approximated by interrupted sutures:
the adhesions to the peritonenm being of such
a character as to induee an abandonment of
the operation; wound healed at the end of
live werks: patient lived twenty years after
the operation: enjoved good health. Presi.
dent Jackson was present at this operation,
and the details were furnished Dr Gross by
e, James Overton, who was present at the
operation.

25. MeDowell.—Miss Plasters: operation
Mav 12, 1922 ineision whole length of linea
alba; finding the tumor so large that it coull
not be removed entire, the sac was punctured.
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The morbid mass was then lifted from its bed,
a lizature having heen previously cast around
its footstalk. or uterine attachment ; the edges
nf the wound were ecarefully closed in the
uwsual manner, and the woman put to bed: for
fifteen days after the operation there was a
hloody, putrid discharge from the wounds,
supposed hy Dr. MeDowell to be sloughing of
the omeninm. Patient entirely recovered.
Dr. Gross is indebted to Dr. W. C. Galt, for
many vears a distincuished practitioner of
Louisville. for the details of this case,

26. Smith.—Age 30; two children: menses
regular; operation May 24, 1823: incision,
umbilicus to within an inch of pubis; no ad-
hesions; sae  emptied of several pints of
“*watery matter.”” and with some difficulty ex-
iracted; ligature around the pedicle: right
avary of ‘‘seirrhus appearance;’’ menses re-
terned profusely in five days; ligature fell
twentv-fifth day; has been well since, except
for pain in loins and abdomen during men.
strual periods,

28. Smith.—Case successful.
Rurgical Dietionary.)

29, Smith.—Patient died of secondarv
hemorrhage from relaxation of the ligature
some davs after operation. (Cooper’s Surgie-
al Dictionary.)

30. Smith & McDowell.—Patient had
aseites, for which she had tapped herself
ninety times. Both considered the diagnosis
as eertain. but, on opening the abdomen. no
ovarian tumor was found; a mass of intes-
t_‘i'n:is, only. conglomerated by adhesions. She
died.

(Cooper’s

ANALYSIS OF KENTUCKY CASES.

It will he observed in the details of the
Kentucky cases, that many of them are in-
complete in prominent points of statistical in-
terest. In the eighth case of Dr. MeDowell,
five of which were published by himself. in
hut one is it stated whether the right or left
ovary was the seat of disease, whether any
were fibrous, ete.

Others again have failed to give the dura-
tion of the disease. whether married or sin.
gle, whether they had borne children or not.
ape, ete,

In consequence of this omission on the part
of those who have reported the cases. and the
fuilure of others to report the nnpublished
cases as solicited by me. it will be impaossible
Ior me to give vou anvthing like a complete
unalyvsis of them. T have stated the resnlt of
scme of the nnpublished cases on reliable aun-
thoritv, and if. in anyv instanee, it iz ineorreet,
il will he no less a regret to me than to the
operator, T will note some of the leadine
points of interest so far as [ have been able
to oet them.

Out of thirty eperations performed in Ken-
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tucky, nineteen recovered and eleven died,
nearly two-thirds being suecessful.

Of the thirty operations for the removal of
the tumor, it was completed in twenty-five; in
five it was not completed.

Of the five cases in which the tumor was
not removed, two rerovered and three died.

In the five eases where the operation wae
abandoped. the eause of the failure is report-
ed in but two, one from adhesions to the blad-
der and uterns, and one from peritoneal ad-
hesions.

Tn one case, No. 30. no tumor was found:
““a mass of intestines conglomerated by ad-
hesions,”’ accompanied by ascites.

In one rase, No. 30, the patient tapped her-
self ninety times.

In but four eases is the cause of death
given: three were from peritonitis. and one
from hemorrhage.

In twelve cases, so far as stated. there were
adhesions, or one in every two and a half.

In hnt two cases was the short ineision prac-
ticed.

In one ease, Nn, 8, the eyst formed on the
broad ligament, ard not in the ovary, weighed
twenty-four ponnds.

Tn one rase, No. 9, acecompanied hy aseites,

In case No. 5. the ligature did not fall un.
til the eleventh month.

Nn. 5, disease of seven vears’ standing.

No. 7. dizease of twelve vears' sianding,

No. 7. disease commeneced three vears hefore
the menstraal discharge ocenrred.

No. 7. ermiainad a large piece of bone em-
bedded in the sae with nmmerons particles of
bony exerescencses on  the anterior superior
part of the sae,

No. 7. the fisease ~ommeneed at nine veare
of age.

Tt seems in the three hundred cases report.
edd hy Dr Livman, that this case of mine, No

3 of his tahle and No. 7 of Kentucky cases.
wus the earlisst perind at which the disease
eommen~edd : and. on paee 127 of his report.
ke allndes to it donlitingly. and says. if the
“econnt mav bhe relied on.”” T have no idea
that Dr. Lyman made this allusion with any
uincharitable intention. and T have no rehuke
tu offer, fMrther than to reassert its correet.
nese. and that the familv phvsician. Dr. .
. Duke, of Mavslick. Kv.. and the mother of
the vonne lady will hear testimonv to the fact.
But further: twn vears ago T saw a little girl
in Tltopia. 0., fonr vears old. whose abdomen
wis wnndprﬁﬂh distended. She walked
ahont, but tottered as she went. She eomplain-
#d hat 1ittle, exeept from aver-exertion or the
jefAlnence of eold when there wonld be some
tenderness or soreness of the howels. The gen-
cral health was zoofd, and in strange contrast
with the enormity and extert of the disease,
for T helicve then the contents of the ahdo-
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men wonld have weighed twenty pounds. On
cxumination of the tomor, I found it filling
vp every part of the abdomen, fluctuation was
aislinet, perenssion was dull! at every point,
except on the opposite side to which she was
lring, near the spine.

1 learned from the mother that one year be-
fore, she ohserved a swelling as large as a
coose-egz in the rizht groin. She eomplainedd
more then than sinee: continued to enlarge,
inelining for some months to the rieght side,
until one day, in her owr language, tha
“swelline was all over her bowels.”” To me
it was a clear ease of ovarian tumor. T have
never met with one of which I was rurer. T
advised tapping and intended to follow it
with iodine injections. bandage of Mr. Brown,
ete.; hut, for a time. the family postponed it.
Tir the meantime they removed to Cineinnati,
since which time. with all my curious interest
in 1the case. T have not heen able to hear one
word.

In the Neww Yaork Jovrnal of Medicine,
1854, may he fonnd a ease of Mr Cox, where
a ‘‘healthr nursing infant’’ died of econvuls-
ions; the ovaries were found dropsieal.

Mayor®*—a ease of a child seventeen davs
old, when the ovaries were dropsical.

London Lancet, vol. 2. 1845, p. 120 report
of Roval Society of London, 1805, Mr. Charles
Pedro reports a ease where the navaria were
found wanting. Patient died at *wenty-nine
viars of ace.

Since eirrumstances noticed in preface in-
dnced me to ehange the character and ma-
terial of this report. T had intended to report
the enges of Dr. Dunlap and myvself in detail,
Lui as this report has already gone heyond myr
cizlenlation, and as three of our operations are
neticed in the Kentneky ecases. and others of
cars and myv own, casually alluded to by way
a7 illnstration in the chapter on diagnosis
und elsewhere, it were now seemirnigzly useless.

Tt might seem that these cases were picked
or seleeted. as peenliarly adapted to the oper-
ation. This may he true to some extent. Let
ns sxamine:

In one Miss Harrison. No 7. of Kentucky
caser, one of Kenturky’s most distingaished
snizeons a name that was ‘“mightier’ than
‘‘Elam, *he chief of our mite.”” sent this in-
tevesting vonng lady, in the bloom of youth.
to her friends, there to ““shuffle off this mortal

enil.”’ as a hopelsss case.

After the operation she returned home
from Angusta to her parents. Not long after
i ¢haner to mert her on hoard a steamboat
on the Dhio river. 1T never shall forzet that
haunding step and weeping face, which moved
my heart ¥v the testimonies of her gratitude:
and if there he anvthing which invites the
love and ambition of the genprmm heart, or

*Lyman.
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inspires an cmotion worthy of our glorious
triumphs in scienee, it is that of bearing
““healing on our own wings,’’ of giving
‘*heauty for ashes, the oil of jov for mourn-
ing, and the garment of praise for the spirit
of heaviness.””

In annther case, Mrs. Lastly, of Ports-
month, Ohio, Dr. Kimball, of Lowell, Massa-
chusetts, a surgeon of considerable notoriety.
opened the abdomen, and finding the adhes-
ions, as he thought. insuperable, closed up the
wound, and ahandoned the operation, Dr,
Dunlap and 1, one vear after, evamined the
case patiently, deliberately, and carefully.
and aperated suecessfully. Sec page —. In
tie one of these two cases the disease was of
iwelve years' standing, and the tumors weigh-
ed fortyv-one ponnds. Tn the other the tumor
weighed fifty odd pounds, and required twelva
ligatures to the adhesions.

It may save reflection here to state, that
contrary to the positive agreement made bv
Dr. Dunlap and myself whilst in partnership,
we attempted the remova! of an apparently
justifiable, if any are, case of fibrous tumor
of the uterns in a patient in Iowa, not ovar-
ion tumor, which proved unsuccessful. I did
not see the patient until the morning of the
operation, hut through the implormg entreat-
ies of the patient and the attending physicians,
as well as some recent published cases of the
stiecessfnl removal of the uterus, Dr. Dunlap
was prevailed upon to take the case. T am as
much responsble as he, and T mention this
cuge hecanse the bad as well as the good caszes
ip snrgery should be known, and to steel you
to adhere to vour opinions :f well founded, in-
ail-'fpendent of those who are not so responsi-
de.

I have but little desire to indulge in idle
speculation a%omt the propriety of the opera
tion ; facts and fizures are to decide the ques-
tion, and if. bv a nrinciple of arithmetic, ad-
dition, multiplication and subtraction we
give to rach faet and figure its proper bear.
ing, the answer will come out right. The op-
posers of Ovariotomy argue as though the
improvements in diagnosis were finished. an!
the safest mode of operating had gained its
arme. When the clectrie fluid was conducted
from the eloud by the kite of Dr. Franklin,
it did not stop there, or, but for a time, an
uow we find it leapine from eity to city as the
medinm of conversation. Soon its submarine
currents will relate to ns the transactions in
all Europe ar hour ago. The great propell-
ing power, which was first discovered escap-
ing from the ““month of a tea-kettle.”’ was
first applied to river steamers, now it ‘*moves
like a thinz of life” over the Atlantic. And
sn every iirprovement has heen gradually de-
veloped from one Jdeeree of perfection to an-
cthor.

If yon will examine the statistics since
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1850, but more particularly since 1853, you
will find, by comparison with previous opera-
fions, that the mortality has diminished, and
why? BSimplv by the better developed state
of the diagnocsis, and the improved means of
operating. The operation in itself is said bv
soine to he a simple one. I have never view-
ed. or found it 80: there are inmumerable dif-
iiculties which sometimes arise, which not one
it ten of the medieal hooks, not even Mr.
Brown, in his late work on the ““Surgical Dis-
eitses of Women,”” hints at Tt will he found
by the statistieal tables of Dr. Atlee and Dr.
Lyman, that about twenty-five per cent, die
from hemorrhage. How many writers or op-
e=ators ean vou summon. who regard the eon-
ditiam of the pedicle when the ligature is ap-
plied as a matter of any consideration,
whether it shonld he upon the streteh, or how !
[ have met with but one in my reading, Mr.
“olly, and none in my intercourse who at first
sirht so rezarded it. The pediele, but more
partienlarly the ligament of the ovary is very
extensible and elastic. If the tumor be lifted
out with mueh foree. or by any movement
wkich places the pedicle on the streteh, so
much so. that it does not contract before the
licature is applied. that part of it which is
most extensible when it does contract, is apt
to slip throveh the licature, and still. without
close examination. ook as though all was
richt. Onee on turning the stump of a ped-
icle up to see if it was bleeding, T saw a part
of the pedicle eontracting within the ligature.
T reflected much about this eircumstanee, and
ot nntil T read Mr, Sollv's ease, did T fully
undertsand it.* Manv cases, T have no doubt
died from this canse. Prof. G. W. Bayless’
Migsouri ense, Mr, Brown'’s, and many others,
struck me a8 loging their lives from this cause,
I Loped to speak of some of the leading feat:
uree of the operation, it is now out of my
Fower.

In ennelnsion, T have to say to the Medieal
Assneciation. that it will be recollected by some
of ite memkers that most of my leisure time
for two entire vears was devoted to the col-
leetion and classification of  statisties on

Ovariotomv., But a few weeks bhefore the
meeting of the Convention, Dr. Lyman. of
Roston, published a eirenlar report embrac.
ine abont the same number of cases, and as
Lis rases and mine were gathered from the
saine sonrers, T was driven to the necessity in
the very short time. to write the present re.
port or fail lo make one,

This is all the apology T have to make for
the report as you find it. trusting that your
“generosity will forgive what vour good g+-:-»
may gee amiss.’’

| *London Lancel, vol. 1846. D, #2.
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DOCTOR FRANCIS E. POLIN.
By Roer. C. McCuorp, M. D. Lebanon.

As is now generally known by the medical
profession of Kentucky, the first Cmsarean
Section ever performed in this State was done
in 1852, nmear Springfield. by Dr. Francis E.
Folin, of that countvseat town.

Dr. Polin was born at Springfield, Septem-
her 8, 1827, and he died there January 2,
1860. He came of a race of highly respeetable
physicians and his literary and medieal ad-
vantages were the best that the time afforded.
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with Dr. Thomas J. Montgomery to see Mrs.
AMlary Brown, who resided in the country near
Springfield, who had been in labor forty
hours, during which time her physician had
mude several unsuccessful attempts at de-
Iivery. She was a robust, healthy woman,
thirty-seven years of age, and the mother of
six children. A hydrocephalic head was pre-
senting, and the child heing dead, it was pune-
iured and the bones at the hase of the skull
crushed, bnt it was found impossible to de-
liver the child on account of its immense size.
As a last resort it was determined to do a

DOCTOR FRANCIS E. POLIN
1827--1860

Alter gradnating in medicine he began prae.
ticing in partnership with his father, Dr.
John Polin, at Springfield.

Dr. Polin died at the early age of thirty-

three, but he had already estahlished an en-
viahle reputation for his individuality and
courage in professional work, in spite of the
accusation of his rivala that he was often
revkless. Te was especially efficient and skill.
ful in his snreieal work, During the month
of December, 1852, when he was only twenty-
five vears old. he was ealled in eonsultation

Cwsarean Section, which was done by Dr.
Polin, assisted by Dr. Montgomery, in an hum-
Lie country home and with surroundings
vhieh were far from favorable,

““The abdemen was opened by a median in-
cision extending from a point two inches
above the pubes to the pit of the stomach.
“he ehild was removed from the womh by a
longitndinal ineision, and proved to be a
monstrosity weighing twentv-five pounds.
The incision in the wuterus was closed by
turied silver wire sutures, recently brought
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into use by Dr, J. Marion Sims. and the
cdges of the abdominal wound brought to-
gether by allernate interrupted sutures of
pilver wire and flax thread. The woman was
extirely well in about a month and lived to
a very advanced age, dyving about 15 years
ago. She became the mother of two chil-
dren after the operation, and suffered no in-
cenvenience from the presence of the silver
wire, except that during the pregnancies she
L.ad somue wterine pains.
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....ever perhaps has there been a more inter-
¢sting or lovable man in the medical history
of Kentueky than Dr. Luke Pryvor Blackburn,
Forn on a Wondford eounty farm, July 16,
1216, he studied medicine in Lexington, Ky.,
at Transylvania University, graduating from
there in 1834, He commenced to practice his
profession in that city, and there married
Aligs Ella Guest Boswell, daughter of Dr.
Jozeph Doswell of Lexington.

When the cholera broke out in Versailles,

DOCTOR LUKE P. BLACKBEURN
1816--1887
Yellow Fever Expert and Hero and Governor of Kentueky.

DOCTOR LUKE P. BLACKBURN.

By J. N. McCormack, M. D., LI, D,
Bowling Green.

The highest honor in the power of the citi-
zen of a state to hestow, coming unsought and
as a spontaneouns tribute of affectionate ap-
preciation from the hearts of thousands of
grateful persons, the position of Governor of
a great Commonwealth, was the unique dis-
tinetion conferred upon Dr. Luke P. Black-
Lurn by the people of Kentucky in recogni-
tion of splendid and heroie services.

Ky., in 1835 and some of the resident phy-
sicians were dead and others had fled from
the town, Dr. Blackburn, alone, for days,
answered the call for medical aid. His ef-
forts were so successful and his work so self-
saerificing that when the scourge had passed
away, he was warmly pressed by the people
of Versailles to locate among them. This
splendid service in the face of danger, ren-
derad the eitizens of Versailles, brought him
dvserved distinetion at the very beginning of
kis professional career. He removed to Ver-
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swiles and soon established an extensive and
lserallve praetice,

U BBuackourn was a large, handsome
L with a countenanve as open aud kndly
us Sir Walter Seott's,”” sald a professional
i who knew him intimately in talking of
biin  recently. **Tender-hearted, generous,
ifcarless, frank, indifierent about wealth, whol-
ly unpretending, with great good sense, au:
large experience and noteworthy success i
Lis profession. He was a man of deerded con-
vieuons and rarely failed to ehampion them.”

ln 1816 Dr. Blackburn moved to Natchez,
Miss.,, and soon acquired a iarge and luera-
tive practice and gained considerable distine-
tion over a great part ol the South. In 1545
when yellow fever appeared in New Orleans,
he was Health Officer at Natchez and the eity
anthorities directed him to establish a quaran-
tine, which he did effectually, and became so
interested in the sufferings of the marines for
whom the Government did not provide, as
weil as hundreds of others, that he built a
kospital at his own expense, in which he again
established a reputation for persona! daring,
professional skill and genuine philanthropy.

Gov., Albert Y. Brown, member of Con-
gress from Mississippi, presented the ease of
br. Blackburn in Congress and stated that
the necessities of a marine hospital at Natchez
were so great, that one of his constituents, at
biis own expense and risk had takea charge of
lurge numbers of the suferers. A bill was at
ouee passed providing for the erection of the
Mutehez Tlospital, finally resulting in the
establishment of ten other similar institutions
over the country. Dr. Blackburn was ap-
pointed by the Government surgeon of the
new hospital, and for a number of years held
that position both in the State and Marine
1iospitals at Natchez,

lle early advanced the theory of exemption
from Asiatie cholera by the use of pure soft
water and had long been a believer in the
transmissihility and infeetion of ycllow fever,
und in 1854 protected Natchez from that dis-
case when it prevailed in the surrounding
country by a rigid quarantine. So well was
the power vested in him used, that the fever
was kept completely out of the county and
people soon afterwards presented him with
4 handsome silver service inseribed ‘‘from the
people of Allen County’’ as a token of their
gratitude for his rigid and sucecessful enforce-
ment of the qoarantine in 1854.

In 1857 Dr. Blackburn went abroad to
visit the prineipal hospitals of England, Scot-
land, France and Germany, his wife having
died several years previously. In Paris he met
Aligg Julia M. Churchill, of Louisville, Ky,
voungest daughter of one of the most distin-
guished citizens of the state. TIn November
of that vear, on their return to America, Dr.
Blackburn and Miss Churchill were married,
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#nd loeated i New Orleans where the doetor
resnmed practice with his usual exeeptional
siecess and popularity, When the war
irvke out he had, far in advance, espoused
the eanse of the South, and, in fact, was one
¢f the original seccssionists,

He was at onze attached as surgeon, to the
personal staff of Gen. Sterling Price and the
Legislatore ot Mississippi. put fifty thousand
dellars in his bands to be applied %o the bene.
fit of the snifering soldiers of that State,
wherever he micrht fird them.

In 1864 at the request of the Governor-
CGeneral of Canada, he went to the Bermuda
Islands to look after the suffering citizens and
soldiers, and on his way was very flatteringly
reeeived b the Governor-General of New
Branswick and Nova Scotia, also by Sir Ad-
iziral Hope of the British Squadron, and his
serviees were afterward favorakly recognized
Iy the Queen’s Conrt of Admiralty,

in 1865 the vellow fever spread among
mwany families in the vieinity of Fort Wash-
ington on Lemg Island, from an infected ship,
and Dr. Blackburn, then being on a visit in
New York, was invited by the Mayor to give
his aul to the afflieted district, which he did,
refusing all proffered compensation for his
services,

He went to Arkansas in 1867, Jrs. Black-
lairn owning a plantation there. and for a
period he engaged in planting, but in 1873
D, and Mrs. Blackburn returned to Kentue
Ly and resided in Lounisville, where he en-
gaged in the practice of his profession.

In 1878 yellow fever in epidemic form
again swept the South and the usnal panie
followed., Memphis, Nashville, St. Lonis, Cin-
cinnati and most other ecities in this gemeral
leiitude qrarantined against the people fur-
ther Sonth. Some TLouisville physicians claim-
cd this was a needless precauticn, that yellon
fever eonld not exist so far north. Among
them was Dr. T. S. Bell, a learned leader of
mndieal thought in his day in the West, and
a 1an of verv positive convictions.

Dr. Blackburn took the opposite view,
claimed that vellow fever had in fact existed
turther nortk than Louisville, had genera-
tiong before decimated the population of
I"hiladelphia, and contended that it would
bireak out in Louisville if there was no quar-
antine against it. The discussion waxed warm.
The two men, egood friends, became almost
estranged. Dr. Bell’s view seemed to appeal
tc most of the citizens and the city govern-
ment, and the gates of the city were throwr
wide open. The refueces from the infected
distriets came in large numbers.

Weeks passed and there were no new cases.
The eitizens of Louisville were greatly praise:d
for their courage and humanity. A quarantine
against our southern kinspeople, it was said,
would be heartless. Dr. Bell was the hero of
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the hour. By general concert a demoustra.
tion of publie contidence was plunned.

A great eoncourse gathered in the old Ex-
prosition. Building at Fourth and Chestnur
streets, whick rang with cheers as Dr. Bell
was escorted to the stage by foremost citizens
t: receive a gold medal from the people. Dr,
Iilackburn’s opinicn was discredited, but he
pergisted that he was right, eleiming thay
frost alone would prevent the spread of the
discase in Louisville,

I'hen came reports that vellow fever was in
Iickman and in other points in Western
Eentueky, near the >Mississippi and Ohio,
where infeeted patients had bezn brought up
the river. At first the reports were pooh-
poohed jn Louisville and eleewhere, but sooun
the truth could not be denied. Scores were
dying at IHickman and undoubtedly of yel-
low fever.

Dr. Blackburn had not waited for this faer
to he accepted by the people of Louisville, nor
t¢ say ‘'l told you so,”’ to them and to Dr.
Iieil. He had advoeated a rigid quarantine to
suve the well, but bis heart was with the suf-
{ering victima. On receipt of the first news
from Hickman he went there and for weeks
exposed his life for the welfare of the peo-
ple nor did he leave until frost came and the
last case had ended.

‘'hen two gold medals were made, They are
now amongst the valued relics of the Filson
Club. On one of the medals is this inseript.
tion: *‘1878. Testimonial of Love and Grat-
itnde from Sonthern Refugees.’’

On the other, this: ‘‘Luke P. Blackburn.
M. 1), for hiz devolion to the people of Hiek-
man, Ky.. and other southern cities during
the plague of 1878°"; and on the reverse side,
““aon tibi solun, sed petriae et humanitati.”’

The people of Kentucky were prompt to
recognize the fine heart and eourage he had
shown, IDr. Blackburn was the Hero of Hick-
man and surely no title of honor was ever
more fairly won.

There was an approaching election for
governor., Eminent, able and respected men,
familiar with political methods, aspired tc
the office. Some suggested that the state’s high-
¢s office and honor should be given to the
**Hero of Hickman.’’ Dr. Blackburn was
wholly unversed in politics and gnileless as a
Loy, but opposition was drowned by the votes
of the ‘Peﬂple and he was overwhelmingly
elected (fovernor of Kentucky.

His good sense and character made him an
admirable governor. He knew men and his
appointments were excellent. Having no ‘‘axe
to grind’’ he left administrative details to the
men he appointed to fill the various offices.
and after all these are the two great charac-
teristics of a good chief executive.

Aecross the street from the Governor’s man-
sion at Frankfort was the penitentiary then
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run much like a bull pen. The old buildings
reeking with flth, immorality and disease,
were outrageously over-crowded. Such con-

ditions were then accepted as a matter of
ccurse for conviets. Modern ideas of prison
reform had not permeated the public mind.
I3ut Governor Blackburn's great heart made
liim see, and his good sense and unyielding
vourage enabled him to right the cruel wrong.

11e asked the legislaturc for a prompt ap-
propriation for extra quarters for the erowd-
el prisoners. It delayed. He asked again
und the body debated snd delayed. Legisla-
tors opposed spending money on conviets.
Giov, Blackburn demanded quick action and
was answered only by debates. Then he de-
termined to zet himself. He notified the Leg-
islature that unlesy it forthwith granted re-
lief, he wonld from day to day pardon and
turn loose conviets until the whole number
left could receive proper accommodations.
The legislature was incensed, and still delay-
ed.

The pardons began; public opinion sup-
ported the Governor, the Legislature surren-
derad. The extra buildings were ordered and
built. On one day, fourteen of the pardoned
conviets were borne on cots past the Gover-
1:or’s mansion, all of them in the last stages
of "tuberculosis, and all requesting to be al-
lowed to be carried by the house of the chief
cxeculive that they might have the privilege
of thus paying their respects to the Gover-
nor and his Lady.

Dr. Blackburn should be known as the
father of prison reform in Kentucky. In this
he was far ahead of his time. Another pio-
neer reform in the state prison initiated by
his equally bhig hearted and courageous wife
#nd always encouraged by him, was a Sun-
day school for the convicts, an institution
which has grown with the years which has
rendered priceless benefit to many of them
and valuable service to the state.

After his term of office had ended, Gover-
nor Blackhurn, still seeking to further the
welfare of bis fellowmen, determined to de-
vote his remaining years to founding a sana-
torium for the sick. Tt was established and
operating in the suburbs of Louisville when
death ended bis really noble career in Frank-
iort, Septemher 14, 1887,

His excellent wife survives him, universal
iy esteemed and beloved.
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DOCTOR PINCEKNEY THOMPSON.
By J. N. McCormack, M. D., Bowling Green.

Dr. Thompson, justly entitled to be known
as “‘The Father of the State Board of Health
of Kentueky.”” and one of that State’s most
distingnished and honored physicians, was
bern in Livingstor County, in this State, of
substantial North Carolina parentage, April
15. 182R. and died at his home in Henderson
April 11, 1897.
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give his student and assistant mamy hospital
and other advartages of great practieal value.
He graduated from this Louisville school in
1852, in the same elass with Dr. D. ‘W. Yan-
tfell and several others who made enviable
1ames for themselves. and at once located at
THenderson where for forty-four years he en
juved a Jarge and luerative practice and was
widely tnown as a highly influential ecitizen
and churchman.

‘While, as was the custom of that day, he

DOCTOR PINCKNEY THOMPSON

1828--1897 -

An active Sanitarian who was largely instrumental in the
creation of the State Board of Health, and ita President for the frst

fifteen years of ita existence.

After the meagre advantages for a literary
¢lueation afforded by the ecommon sehools of
ihat day the ambitious young man spent two
years as a student of medicine in the office of
cne of the best physiciang of his native eoun-
ty, at the end of which time we find him ma-
trienlated as a student in the Medical Depart-
ment of the Tniversity of Louisville and a
private pupil of Dr. T. G Richardson, demon-
strator of anatomy in that institution, who in
efter years attained to such eminence as a
snrgeon in New Orleans, and who was able to

was a4 general praciitioner, and did a number
of smeeceseful lithotomies, and tracheotomies
and similar operations, Dr. Thompson is just-
ly entitled to go down in history as one of
Rentueky’s first and most distingnished sani-
turians. He wrote and was mainly instru-
mental in seeuring the law creating the State
Isoard of Health, in the spring of 1878, was
appointed one of its charter members by Gov-
ernor MeCreary and was elected its first presi-
Jdext, a position which he filled with signal
&hility and efficiency for sixteen years, cover
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g the formative and most trying period of
its history. Yellow fever was epidemie in the
South when the Board was ereated and in
spite of the cxercise of all the precautions
then Enown to sanitarians reached Hickman,
Bowling Green and lLouisville the following
vear, causing a high rate of mortality
and great puvblic alarm. When the small
appropriation made for the Board was ex-
housted, Dr. Thompson generously provided
tue funds to 2ombat the disease, visiting Hick-
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DOCTOR LEMUEL C. PORTER.
By J. X, McCormacg, M. D., Bowling Green.

Dr. Porter was horn near Scottsville, Allen
(County, Kentucky, January 7, 1810, and died
a* his home in Bowling Green on January 1,
1867, He eame of exeellent Maryland and Vir-
ginia ancestry and as his father was a pros-
jrerous farmer and business man he gave his
talented son all of the educational and social
advantages of his section of the country in

DOCTOR LEUMEL C. PORTER
1810--1887

One of the leading practitioners and surgeona of Green River country

man and other infected distriets and person-
ally supervising the quarantine and other re-
strictive measores.

As part of this work he was an active fac-
tor in seenring the legislation creating the
Naiional Board of Health, and in organizing
the Sanitary Council of the Mississippi Val-
ley and the American Public Health Asso-
ciation in 1884 and until failing health inter-
fered was always one of the leading spirits
in professional and church work and publie
affairs in his community and in the State.

that day. He¢ began the study of medicine
when a mere youth, taking up his residenece in
Liexington, then the great medieal center of
the West, in a short time became a private pu-
pil and assistant of Dr. Benjamin {%’ Dudley,
und graduated from the Medical Departmen®
of Transylvania in 1833. He went to Natehez,
Mississippi. to praetice but in a short time re-
twined to Levington for a year of post gradu-
ate work, inflcenced largely in this by his ad-
miration for the professional and personal at-
tainments of Dr. Dudley and for the scholar-
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s and  phidesoplucal Investigations andg
spetclWiat.ons 0L . Charles catawell, an -
pression ol fhese Lwo WISHUngwisued nen, -
Plicd ratier Lo eXprosscd, Willenl rethidined
Whoit @IS W ais alt Insjurduien 10 i 1o tae end
ol lns days.

Nature gad dealt kindly with Dr, Porter in
cvery way. e pad a comlnandilg Lace daid
figure gy all oi Tie NAallve UIgLILY, cOuril-
dess and grace ol wadber, and SLUAIVUS car:
0i the person, which marked lhe geutlewan
of the oid school  Prom early lile¢ an ommiv-
vrous reader and  close  observer of atfairs,
tirere was added 1o his fund of knowledge an
npostentatious relieiy and charm of express-
Ioz Which muie pin g center of attraction in
aisy cirele. With sueh a personality and abil-
1y, and with the usual vpportuniues Lexing-
ton had furnished for protessional study and
observation, at the close of what would now Le
called a post-graduate course, he chose Bowl-
ing bireen as a permanent location for prae
tice, soon took high rank in his calling ana was
for more than half a century one of the lead-
ing surgeons and consultants of a large par
of the Green and Barren River country, and
the idol of such a following that almost a thard
ol a century after his deatk, his name, his
ackievements and charity, and his foreeful,
piguant saying are still pleasant memories
with a laree population who never saw him,

l.00king barck over a long experience with
and study of him in the sick, consulting and
vperating room, after all the only places for
a senl test of a practitioner of our art, and
taxing into consideration the scantiness of
sceilrate seientilie knowledge and absence of
the imodern aids to diagnosis which handicap-
ped the physician of tnat  day, his insight
mto his cases am! his resourcefulness and sue.
eess in omeeting conditions by either medieal
or surgical means, or by watchful waiting,
sceins the more remarkable as the years go by.
As g student, he rejected the heroie wediea-
tion of that day, which reached its maximum
in the teachings of Dr. John Esten Cooke, one
of the professors in Transyivania, always us-
ing drees sparvinely, Lis original and inquir-
ing mind reserving doubts of any powerful
drng until its value had been proven by the
experience of many trained observers.

Practicinge npon a wopulatiocn  essentially
ruri], and in his earlicr vears very sparse, to
# deores e made 1he advantages compensate
for the dicsadvantages in efforts for the solu-
tion of prohlems more different and often im-
possible of solution in ecities or erowded com-
munities. As an instance of his acute powers
of observation and seeacity, he demonstrated
eariy in his practiee that smallpox was not
commnnicable until the beginning of the pus-
talur stame of the eruption, the end of the
ifth day, since confirmed by thousands of ob-
sorvers, but even yet, although of the utmost
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practical importanee in managing outbreaks of
uils discase, taught i Tew medical schools and
lext-booxs. An carnest advocate of universa!
Vacemation, on aceount! of an experience, now
conlirmed by health officials everywnere, that
a lurge percent of bovine yirus from the best
producers  on the market either becomes
wholly inert or loses much of its protective
value by snbjection to a high temperature iu
trausit or in storing, he used only humanizea
vires obtained from the arms o1 maidens or
clildren whose tam:ly histories were person-
ally known to him, as the State Board ot
licalth now officially advises be done, especi-
ally in country districts and towns where the
virus cannot be kept on ice. lHe insisted that
vaceination was practieally universal, in the
oualin at least, under the humanized virus
regame, that it caused less local and constitu-
tieaal disturbarce and gave far greater pro
teetion than bovine virus, and that the hue
and ery against it was not only a part of a
commereial war led by the large concerns pro-
duecing bovine virus, but that it was largely
responsible for starting the anti-vaecination
craze which had become so well organized and
powverful since bis day.

in addition to lithotomies, herniotomies,
amputations and other operations in which he
had been caretully trained, Dr. Porter seems
to have given evidenece of the same originality
and boldness in  other fields of surgery as
ruatrked his career in the practice of internal
wedicine. He did several nephrotomies, nine
tracheciomices for foreign bodies in the air-
passages, and performed the same operations
many times for so-called c¢roup and diph-
theria. In this operation, he discarded and
anathematized the trachea tube, beeause it
would be likely to interfere with the escape
of the foreign hody when this did not occur
ut the time ot the ineision, and for the far
sivonger reason that the tube was itself a for-
cign body which would greatly increase the
canger of pneumonia and other inflammatory
wiisehiefs.  Instead, he inserted twe deep
stitures in each side of the ineision some dis-
tanee from its ends, carefully avoidirg the
nieons membranes in doing so, protected the
skin from pressure by small pads outside of
thie sutures and stretehed the opening well by
tring the threads back of the neck, the only
aressing used being a damp silk handkerchief
Jaid on the wound to keep it moist and to act
as an air-strainer; these sutures being used to
close the incision when the time came for do-
ing this.

Another simple and highly useful operation
devised by him in early iife, to which he is
oniitled to the elaim of priority, so far as the
wriler can ascertain, and at my suggestion
yerfected in technique hy Dr. W, L. Rodman,
of Philadelphia, and reported to the surgical
section of the American Medical Association
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ghortly before he was elected President of that
lundy, was one for the evacuation of the blad-
der in cases of impermeable strieture or other
obstruction of the urethra. Failing to intro-
duce a eatheter or hougie, in the use of whieh
iie was an expert, he thrust an extra large tro-
car into the hladder, just above the pubis and
vell below the reflection of the peritoneum
aned, before mueh of the urine was allowed to
cseape, inserted a rather hard gum catheter—
not a Nelaton—well ‘nto the bladder throueh
the eanula, drained off the balance of the
urine, removed the ivory tip from the distal
enid of the eatheter. withdrew the eanula,
stopped the opening in the catheter with a
well fitted eork. tucked the loose end of it
under the loop of adhesive plaster on the be!-
ly, and advised the patient to remove the
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stopper and empty the bladder every six
hours until the urine towed freely through
ihe urethra, when he was to return for a
prroper treatment of the eause of his trouble.

As seen through the dim vista of the long
ago when we were so closely associated in
practice and friendship, more like grand-
Father and grandson than as partners, and af-
ter a long life since in close professional and
personal touch with leading medical men of
our own ana other countries, the writer is
convineed that, but for a philosophieal indif-
ference to what he termed the bauble of a
posthumons reputation, as a man as an orig-
inal thinker amd as a physician and surgeon,
few of our forhears were better entitled to a
plice among the ** Medical Pioneers of Ken-
inexy’’ than the subject of this sketch
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