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JESSIE TAYLOR, ALICE MARRS, KATHERINE FRIED,
and MARGARET MORTON

The Kentucky Seed Law was enacted for the benefit of all
those who are interested in agricultural seeds. Tts purpose 18
to protect farmers and other buyers from impositions such as
have occurred in the past and to make it possible for all who
deal in agricultural seeds to know their real value. This pur-
pose is carried out by a system of tagging which requires seed
dealers or sellers of seeds to label every lot sold with a tag
siving all necessary information concerning the seeds in ques-
tion. The correctness of information on tags is checked by state
inspectors who, at irregular ‘ntervals, inspect the seed stock of
dealers thruout the State. Official samples are taken and these
are analyzed in the State Seed Laboratory at the Kentucky
Rxperiment Station. When analysis shows that any lot of seed
1§ incorrectly tageed, a violation of the Kentucky Qeed Law 18
indicated.

During the year beginning July 1, 1936, and ending
June 30, 1937, 3,527 lots of seed were inspected in 325 cities,
towns, and villages, and 425 official samples were taken. The
results of analyses of these samples are given in this bulletin.

Table 1 shows the percentage of purity and germination
stated on tags, the presence of excessive amounts of noxious
weed seeds, the presence of noxious weed seed not shown on
tags, irregularities in tags, and the results of official analyses
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of samples. The variations allowed in purity and germination
are those stated in the Rules and Methods of Testing approved
by the Official Seed Analysts of North America, and published
in Kentucky Bulletin, Regulatory Series, No. 4, Revise(
Results within the allowed variation are marked with ‘"
above, or ‘‘—’7 if below statement on official tags. V d]'l'rlTlOllh
greater than those allowed constitute violations of the Ken-
tucky Seed Law, and such results are printed in blackface type.
A liberal interpretation of these rules has been made in this
report, especially in regard to low germinations, showing
mouldy seeds, which may have been caused by flood conditions
in Kentucky in January during which many of our seedsmen
suffered considerable loss.

Table 2 contains a summary to show the kind and number

of violations detected.
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Seed Inspection, 1936-1957 35

TABLE 2. Summary of Violations Detected.

Violations Found in: | Tag
Number Absent Total
Kind of Seed of * 390 or In- | Samples
Samples | Purity | Germi- | Noxious| .omplete| Unlawful
nation Weeds
[ | | | |
Alfalfa 26 | | ! I i 1
Alsike Clover P15 | | it | 5 | 8
Bluegrass 37 2 | | 6 | 8
Cane 3 | [ [ 0
Corn 6 | | | 0
Cowpeas 4 | | 0
Crimson Clover 2 \ | | 0
Lespedeza 101 12 |l [Eil! | 6 27
Mammoth Clover A | [ | 0
Millet S| | ! | 0
Mixtures | PhE| 2 [ 2 | 4 | 1 5
Oats | 5 | | | 0
Orchard Grass | 29 4 | | 2 | 6
Peas | 1 | | | 0
Rape | 1 | | | 0
Red Clover | 57 3 1 | 9 | 11
tedtop | 16 1 | | | 1
Sapling Clover [ 7 1 \ 1 3 [ 4
Soyvheans | 6 \ | | | 0
Sudan Grass | 5 | | | 0
Sweet Clover [ 24 1 | 3 | 2 | 6
Timothy | 37 | | 3 | 3
White Clover Jl 1 E | | 0
| |
| | | | |
Total |\ 425 [‘ 30 I‘ 23 : 45 { T 80

QUALITY AND ECONOMY

To buy seeds economically, one must know their worth, and
the only way to know the real value of any lot of seed is to have
it tested. The law requires that each lot have attached a tag
which should show the results of a complete analysis. The pur-
pose of official inspection is to check this information on tags.
The fact that only 188 unlawful samples were taken from
10,805 lots of seed inspected during the existence of the seed
law indicates that a high standard of labeling is being main-
tained,

3y carefully reading both front and back of the Kentucky
State Seed tag buyers may know the value of seeds, and may
thus be enabled to buy most economically.




