May 12,1967
My Dear asao Abe:

Just after I had sent you my last letter, the copies of "Japanese Religii
arrived here I read your articles with the greatest interest, and I ought to
have written my comments when everything was fresh in my mind, but I was not
able to do so at that time. Now I suppose that, ironioq14 7, this may cross
with a letter from you. But in any case I would like to uua down a few im-
pressions

W)In d“SCHS‘LY{ Christianity you take Bargh as more or 1 s normative.
That is not unreasonable, since Barth is an nrrh'“*"“54‘~?/ B icel theo-
logian 9nﬁ certainly takes a characteristically "Christian" an upon
the reyealed Christian message of salvation., In other words Barth is
clear cut: indeed uncompromising. But precisely because he i clesar cut,
it seems to me that he makes dialogue betwesn Christisnity -Christian
religions very difficult, since he himself is hostile to such dialogue.

Or at any rate ¢in teaching sharply divides the Christlan elatlan against

any other form of reli gion. Yuu are perhaps right in tacX 1"“5 the n“)b em of

communication a s difficult point, and not where it is easy. But I feel

that at this precis ol here is not much hope of real progress. One re-

mains blocksd,

2) I agreec with those who suggested an approach t
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at would favor a consi-
deration ¢f Christian mysticzl sxnerience as a meeting ground. Obviously,
since Daisetz Fuzuk* studied Eckhart in this light d understood him s0
well, and since the other Rhenish mystics, the 'anl h mysties, St John of
the Cross etec offer rich material, the dialogue here would be worth while.
However it is true that the mystics are not "orarﬁe as ch«ractﬂristically
Christian, and the dialogue would be held anbiguous by "the Churches" except
perhaps the Cathodic Uhurch which §s friendly %o mysticism, end certain
scholars among Prctestants

B) T think that one ou@q* also to consider the level of Christian
ontology (though some would hold there is no such thi g). I think the
dialdgue between Christianity and Buddhism will be most 1 nit tful on the
plane not of abstract metaphysical systems but on the plane of what I would
call metaphysical eRperience, that is to say the basic intuition of being,
the direct grasp of the ground of reality, which is estential to a true
and lived metaphysic. I repcat that I am not cﬂncnrned with purely abstract
metaphysical systems. The basic metaphysical intuition is close to the
kidd of rengiouq intuition which opens out into mysticism. On this level
I think we come very close to what Buddhism is saying. On this level Zen
seems to me something very close to home, very alive, very helpful, indeed
necessary. In Christian metaphysical-and-mystioal experience there is some-
thing very close to Zen.

4) Furthermore, I believe that exploration of this area would also
open up a possibility of understanding with those modern atomic physicists
who seem to be developing quite new insights into the structure of matter:
men like Bohr and Heisenberg. I am not a scientist, so I am not Gualified to
jugge in this area, but I find it most challenging.
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5) Yinally, there is another areas that would be very in%eresting to investi-
gate, namely the Islamic mysticism and metaphysics of the Sufis, as a
bridge between east and west. I am at present reading a most irkErzxking
revealing book by a Japanese 8cholar , Toshihiko Izutsu, comparing the
Sufi mystic Ibn Arabi with the Taoists. The first volume only, on Ibn
Arabi, is available I believe. Others will follow which will show the
ressemblances. This is very important. If you do not know it already
I recommend it to you, and it is easily accessible to you, being published
by Keio University.

By now you may have received my new book, "Mystics and Zen Masters",
It is very sketchy and imperfect, but it may perhaps have some useful
material in it. If you do not know the treatise on the "Cloudof Unknowing"
I think the remarks in my book will indicate that it would interest you.
A friend of mine has written a study of it with some reference to Zen.
It ought to appear soon. I wrote a preface to it. I will send you a copy of
the book if and when I get one.

I cannot prolong this letter, though there are many more things I
would like to share with you. I hope your health is better, .and I look
forward to hearing from you when you have a moment., I wish it were possible
for me to travel. I would dearly love to come %tc Japan and meet those who are
keeping alive the best traditions of Zen in its most serious and basic
aspect. I am unable to be enthusiastic about the superficial and "populer"
Zen craze which passes for Xen in this country.

With cordial good wishes,




