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Official Feed Samples Analyzed

April, May, and June, 1946

by the
FEED AND FERTILIZER DEPARTMENT

KENTUCKY AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION

~ In the three months covered by this report the feed situa-
tion was as critical as at any other time during or since World
War II. The strain on feed supplies brought about by the pro-
oram for feeding starving peoples throughout the world has
depleted stocks in the United States materially. Along with
this situation the demand for feedstuffs has reached un-
precedented levels. As a result, feed manufacturers have had
to resort to the use of materials not ordinarily used in feeds.
Supplies of ingredients considered satisfactory for feeding pur-
poses have been stretched to unheard-of limits by combining
them with less valuable materials.

In spite of this supply-and-demand situation the feed man-
ufacturing industry has manufactured and distributed the
largest volume of feed on record in Kentucky, according to tag
sales for this period of the year. This has been possible by more
careful use of ingredients, use of new ingredients and those of
poorer quality, and by gradually shifting to feeds of lower
feeding value, particularly by some manufacturers.
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A situation of this magnitude brings the manufacturer and
livestock feeder face to face” with very real questions. The
manufacturers must decide what changes must be made in their
formulas as to amounts, kinds, and quality of ingredients;
whether to maintain quality and sell a reduced volume of feed
or to sacrifice quality and sell a larger volume. The feeder, n
addition to the difficulty of finding feed on the market, must
‘constantly guard against paying for inferior feed at quality
prices.

In this situation the feed control officials must be more
watchful than ever for feeds that do not meet the guarantee on
the tag, and must constantly remind manufacturers that the
tag must represent the contents of the bag. Rulings must be
reasonable enough not to hinder the manufacturer of feed yet
strong enough to protect the feed user and discourage dishonest
competition. Accordingly, substitutions of materials have been
allowed temporarily without requiring change of the tags, pro-
viding that advance notice of such change is given by the manu-
facturer and that the quality of feed is maintained. This policy
is reflected in this present bulletin in that no mention is made
of substitutes found unless such substitutions lowered the feed-
ing value. On the other hand an effort has been made to draw
attention to samples that ran lower in quality by making them
stand out in the report. This is accomplished by the use of
bold face type and pointing hands. Samples so designated
failed to equal guarantee by 145 of 1 percent or more (defi-
ciencies less than 14 of 1 percent are not considered evidence
of fraudulent intent), or the feed was adulterated with hulls,
unground weed seeds, or refuse. If samples of the same feed,
or of several feeds of a single firm, continually run below guar-
antee or are adulterated, then such a manufacturer must expect
prosecution. So far this year 9 cases have been filed and fines
assessed in all instances. Registrations may also be cancelled
for feeds which fail repeatedly to come up to guarantee.
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