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Fourth annual boot camp set for July

Camp starts July 12 at
Georgetown College

By DAVID GREER
Member Services Director

A little more than two months
from now, the normally quiet con-
ference room in the Georgetown
College library will be buzzing with
activity from two dozen participants
in KPA’s fourth annual Journalism
Boot Camp.

This year’s boot camp will be July
12-30. Registration is now open for
KPA members and the general pub-
lic. At press time, several individu-
als, including two from weekly
papers, were already registered for
camp. Several .seats remain avail-
able.

The boot camp is geared toward
entry-level journalists but is also
extremely useful for anyone want-
ing to pursue a journalism career as
well as those looking for a new
career. The training has also proven
to be popular with those who have
retired but are too young to stay at
home and are looking for something
exciting and interesting to do during
the next phase of their lives.

“Anyone interested in pursuing a
career in journalism will benefit
greatly from attending the classes,”
Charles Mattox, Flemingsburg
Gazette editor, said. “Attending the
boot camp was one of the most pos-
itive and rewarding experiences I've
had in my life.”

Since attending, Mattox and his
paper have won several KPA

awards.

Boot camp tuition is $645. That
includes three weeks of intensive
classroom instruction and computer
lab writing time, in addition to a
continental breakfast and lunch each
classroom day. The deadline to reg-
ister is June 25. But those registering
by June 11 earn a $50 discount and
pay just $595.

Those who attend may commute
or stay in Georgetown where afford-
able lodging is available in nearby
motels.

KPA member newspapers can
pay in advance, charge on a credit
card or elect to have the tuition fee
deducted from their KPS ad revenue
checks.

No refunds can be made once

See CAMP on Page 5

One bill + one day = $5.2 million savings

If Kentucky really is in need of sav-
ing money, how’s this for $5.2 million
over two years. If each day of a leg-
islative session costs $60,000, over a
two-year budget period, that's $5.4
million.

We've seen again that a lot of the
legislative process boils down to just
one day per session. So let them con-
tinue that, meeting one day per year
and it only costs taxpayers $120,000
per biennium. Not $5.4 million.

In the last two sessions, both
chambers have used their budget bills
for lots of other reasons. For things
that have nothing to do at all with the
state budget.

In some cases, pet legislation that
couldn’t pass one chamber, some-
times not even a committee, has been
put into the budget bill.

Take the Senate’s budget version

On Second
Thought

By David T.Thompson
A Executive Director

in the 2004 session. For 57 previous
work days nothing had come forward
dealing with foundation secrecy. The
rumor something was in the works
started long before the session began.
But through some 1,000 bills intro-
duced, and scores of amendments,
language to allow foundations to
keep names of donors private, had
not surfaced.

And then it did. Tacked onto
House Bill 188, dealing with home-
land security. How are the two relat-

ed? Both deal with the Open Records
Law.

The House didn’t take action on
concurring with the Senate’s founda-
tion secrecy project, instead sending
it to the Rules Committee to die.
Realizing the amendment tacked on
wasn’t going to become law, the
Senate found the perfect spot.

The state budget bill. So it inserted
language that would allow founda-
tions to keep those names — individ-
uals and corporations — from seeing
the sunshine.

Public notice advertising is anoth-
er. It wasn’t good enough legislation
to get passed the first obstacle, the
House Local Government
Committee, so it wasn’t going to even
make its way to the full House.

See SAVINGS on Page 10
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News & Notes
Amos and McKinney
Awards . ‘

The National Newspaper

Association is taking nomina-
tions for the 2004 Amos and
McKinney Awards, which are
the highest honor awarded to
working newspapermen and
women who have exhibited dis-
tinguished service to the com-

_munity press.
A nominee must be a work-

paper is a member in good
standing of the National
Newspaper Association.

A nominee must exhibit con-
tinuing and significant contribu-
tions to community leadership
and community journalism and
exhibit community leadership
through advocacy and involve-
ment in his/her community.

Anyone may submit a nomi-
nation. Three letters of reference,
a completed nomination form
and supporting documentation,
biographical sketch of nominee
and photo should accompany
nominations. .

The Amos and McKinney
Awards will be presented at the
National Newspaper
Association’s Annual
Convention and Trade Show.

Deadline for submission is
May 31, 2004. Contact Terri
Loughrey at (572) 882-5800 or
terri@nna.org. Nomination
forms can be obtained at
WwWwW.Nnna.org.

\ See NEWS on Page 10/




Page 2 - The Kentucky Press, April 2004

Kentucky peopzie, papers in the news

Thompson named Herald-
Leader editor

Marilyn Thompson, a 51-year-
old investigative reporter and edi-
tor for The Washington Post, was
named the editor of the Lexington
Herald-Leader last month.

She will join the Herald-Leader
staff on July 1, succeeding Amanda
Bennett, who was named editor of
The Philadelphia Inquirer in June
2003.

Thompson’s achievements at the
post include leading investigative
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teams to two Pulitzer Prizes for
public service.

Thompson was the one who
broke the story last year that South
Carolina Sen. Strom Thurmond,
once a leading segregationist, had
once fathered an illegitimate child
by his family’s black maid.

She also co-authored a book on
Thurmond, “Ol’ Strom: An unau-
thorized Biography of Strom
Thurmond” with Jack Bass.

Thompson began her journalism
career as a governmental affairs
and investigative reporter at The
Columbia Record in Columbia, S.C.
She was named a Congressional
Fellow by the American Political
Science Association in 1982, the
same year she joined The
Philadelphia Daily News where she
worked as a general assignment
and investigative reporter.

She then joined The New York
Daily News in 1986 as a general
assignment reporter. She was pro-
moted to assistant city editor for
investigations in 1987 and trans-
ferred to the newspaper’s
Washington, D.C., bureau in 1988 to
cover the Justice Department.

Among the stories Thompson
covered while in New York is the
allegations of government contract
fraud by Wedtech Corp. She later
wrote a book on the subject,
“Feeding the Beat: How Wedtech
Became the Most Corrupt Little
Company in America.”

Thompson joined The
Washington Post in 1990 as a gov-
ernment reporter in Prince George’s
County, Md., and was promoted to
metropolitan projects editor the
next year.

She moved to the Post’s national
desk in 1992 when she was name
deputy national editor for domestic
coverage. She was promoted to
investigations editor and then to
assistant managing editor in charge
of the investigative team in 1999.

Her most recent book is “The
Killer Strain: Anthrax and A
Government Exposed in 2003.”

_Govw. Fletcher hires journalist

for Dept. of Public
Protection

Gov. Ernie Fletcher’s administra-
tion hired a longtime journalist

who, among other things, will han-
dle the media for the Kentucky
Horse Racing Authority.

Billy Reed, who has worked as a
journalist for more than 40 years at
different state and national media
outlets, started with the
Department of Public Protection in
early April.

Reed is a former columnist and
sports editor for The Courier-
Journal and has also worked for
Sports Illustrated and the Lexington
Herald-Leader.

Cross speaks at Centre

The Centre College Democrats
presented a special guest lecture
featuring veteran political writer Al
Cross, reporter and political colum-
nist with The Courier-Journal.

The public lecture, titled
“Politics in the Media,” was pre-
sented April 19 in Young Hall.

Cross spoke about the role of the
media in state and national politics.

Cross has covered politics for
The Courier-Journal for almost all
of the nearly 26 years he has been
with the statewide newspaper. In
1989, he became full-time political
writer, and he added a Sunday
political column to his regular
duties in 1999.

Cross writes about a variety of
topics including presidential and
local elections as well as the
Kentucky General Assembly and
state government.

Sun reporter receives
prestigious distinction

Jamie Vinson-Sturgill, staff
writer and business editor for the
Winchester Sun, recently was
named a 2003 top student journalist
by the Associated Collegiate Press.

Vinson-Sturgill was recognized
among 116 students nationwide for
her work last year while attending
Eastern Kentucky University, where
she was a staff member of the
Eastern Progress.

The Progress, which Vinson-
Sturgill served as co-editor for in
the fall of 2002, and editor of in the
spring of 2003, is Eastern’s student-
Tun newspaper.

The Associated Collegiate Press
will place Vinson-Sturgill’s name in

See PEOPLE on Page 11




If it’s May, I must have survived
another successful Kentucky High
School Journalism Association con-
vention. I did and it was.

Although attendance was down
slightly at the April 21 convention
from last year because it conflicted
with CATS testing in some high
schools, more than 720 journalism
students — print and broadcast —
enjoyed an excellent program of
break-out sessions, speakers and the
awards luncheon at the Clarion
Hotel & Conference Center on
Louisville’s east side.The more than
720 students represented nearly 40
high schools belonging to KHSJA.

To keep such events fresh, I like
to try something new at each year’s
convention. Among the new events
this year was a continuous display
of yearbooks from schools across the
state.

Responding to a desire by stu-
dents to see the work of other high
school journalists, this year’s con-
vention featured the first-ever
“Show-and-Tell: the Best of High
School Newspapers.” Newspaper
adviser Cindi Reedy from South
Oldham High School and her stu-
dents were moderators. Both ses-
sions had large audiences. On the
broadcast side, WLKY-TV, the
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Oh, By
The Way

By David Greer
KPA Member Services
Director

Louisville CBS affiliate, brought a
satellite news truck for students to
see and visit during the morning. At
times, the truck was enveloped by a
sea of students interested in seeing
the equipment the pros use in the
field.

Also new this year was a KHSJA
exhibitor show featuring displays
from Eastern Kentucky University,
Josten Yearbook, Murray State
University. Herff Jones Publications,
University of Kentucky, Lindsey
Wilson College, Taylor Yearbook
and Western Kentucky University.

This year, the convention keynote
speaker was moved from the awards
luncheon to a brief general session at
the start of the program. This got the
day off on a good motivational start
as well as providing participants in
the write-off competition with a
speech to cover. The original
keynote speaker, Jeff Newton, asso-
ciate producer with the CBS-TV 60
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Hundreds of students enjoy journalism convention

Minutes II program, was unable to
appear when his current assignment
in Afghanistan was extended by
three weeks. Newton is a graduate
of Eastern Kentucky University and
a former reporter with The News-
Enterprise in Elizabethtown. In his
place, Nancy Cox, WLEX-TV
anchor, spoke about the importance
of journalism in today’s world. The
Lexington broadcast journalist did
an outstanding job.

Other convention presenters
included Russell Viers, noted news-
paper software trainer and consult-
ant; KPA attorney Ashley Pack;
California teacher Donny Fugate
who told students and teachers how
to put their Kentucky high schools
online with Internet radio; Aaron
Hutchings and

Warren Mace of KET; Henry
County High School teacher Steve
Galyon who moderated a TV show-
and-tell;, WKU instructor Jackie
Bretz; Joe Hedges of Murray State;
longtime Kentucky journalist Al
Smith; Clear Channel Radio’s Kevin
Hughes; WDRB-TV news director
Kathy Lehmann; EKU’s Liz Hansen;
Joe Imel of the Daily News of
Bowling Green; Yvonne Cappe and
Mike Farrell, both of the University
of Kentucky; Jill Lewis of Corbin

High School and Tom Leach, radio
voice of the UK Wildcats.

Several students from a variety of
Kentucky colleges and universities
participated as panelists on the
always popular “What I wish I had
known before I went to college”
panel discussion. Courier-Journal
reporter Chris Poynter was modera-
tor.

Several print journalists were
panelists the night before the con-
vention on our Pizza With the Pros
panel. They included Chris Poynter,
Denise Smith and Paula Burba, all
with The Courier-Journal; Chip
Cosby, The Herald-Leader; Matt
Stone, photographer, and Jim
Lenahan, editor, both of Velocity, the
Courier-Journal’s new youth-orient-
ed publication.

This year’s early date for the
Kentucky Derby and the Kentucky
Department of Education’s late deci-
sion to add an optional fifth week of
CATS testing in high schools created
a conflict with our convention date
which had been selected last sum-
mer. The same set of circumstances
is not likely to repeat itself in 2005 so
we can again look forward to con-
vention attendance approaching 900
as we had in 2003.

Golden rule is important

During a recent Newspaper
Association Manager’s meeting in
New Orleans one of the seminars
focused on customer service. The gen-
eral rule of the seminar was “treat oth-
ers as you want to be treated.”

Easy enough - right?

That should not be hard to under-
stand. The reasons behind treating
others that way far outweigh the con-
sequences. Did you know that it costs
an average of five times as much to
attract a new customer as to retain an
existing one? That makes you want to
be a little nicer, huh?

Of dissatisfied customers, 20 per-
cent will tell more than ten people.
That could be disastrous! Of dissatis-
fied customer, 91 percent will never
return. Up to 90 percent of the cus-
tomers who take their business else-
where report having been satisfied
prior to making the switch. This infor-
mation was shared at the seminar by
Christee Gabor Atwood who

Advertising
Plus

By Teresa Revlett
KPS Director of Sales

authored “Journal of a Mid-Life
Crisis.” Her web site www.journalo-
famidlifecrisis.com has some more
interesting tidbits of information on it.
Being good at customer service is
so basic that we sometimes lose track
of the whole purpose. Make the client
happy and everyone is happy. When
you develop a rapport between clients
and newspapers a lot of things come
together. Deadlines can be bent - if not
broken - and clients can be made
happy with last minute additions.
Watching the “tone” of e-mails is
another way to develop good cus-
tomer service. No you can’t tell how
the person feels when an e-mail is sent

part of customer service

but sometimes you don’t have to be
talking to the person. The “tone” is

. there if only on the computer screen.

Sometimes we are so busy when e-
mails come in that the object is to
answer the question and hit the send
button immediately. Think about it -
the e-mail should be like a conversa-
tion. Atwood suggested starting the e-
mail like a letter. Call the person by
name and give a general intro and
then go into the question or problem.

Make sure that you communicate
both verbally and non-verbally with
the client. If you are at a meeting and
the conversation is going well make
sure that your client knows you are
interested in what he or she is saying.
Don’t let your eyes wander over the
room or let distractions show that you
are not totally focused on what your
client has to stay. That could be a big
mistake. Even in a crowded restaurant
try to make the client feel like you are
totally focused on their needs.

I'm a talker and that is sometimes a
weakness according to Atwood.
Develop a good “elevator speech”
meaning that if you only have a limit-
ed amount of time with a client tell
him everything he needs to know in
the time it would take you to make an
elevator ride. That’s hard to do - but
we all could come up with a short and
sweet sales pitch that would wow the
customer. My youngest son, Beau,
told me once that he had too many
words in his head to be quiet because
they were all just trying to come out.
Bless his heart, he gets it honest.

Solving customer challenges is all
about using the PRESS method. By
keeping the first letters of that word in
mind, according to Atwood, you can
set yourself up for success. P - Picture
yourself in the customer’s shoes. R -
Really listen to the customer. E -
Educate your client. S - Solve the
problem by starting over. S - Set a pos-
itive tone for future business.
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Newspaper readership steady in top 50 markets

Innovative approach boosting read-
ership in many markets

Newspapers in the top 50 markets
are reaching nearly eight out of 10
adults (78.6 percent) over the course
of a week (five weekdays plus a
Sunday), according to the spring
2004 Competitive Media Index from
the Newspaper Association of
America. The CMI is an NAA analy-
sis of market data from Scarborough
Research covering the period from
August 2002 to September 2003.

NAA also reports that more than
half of all adults in the top 50 mar-
kets are reading a newspaper every
weekday; 53.4 percent reported by
the spring 2004 CMI, compared to
54.1 percent in the fall 2003. Each
Sunday, 62.0 percent of adults in
those markets read a newspaper,
down slightly from 62.5 percent
reported in the fall 2003 CMI.

“The good news is that each
week newspapers in the top 50 mar-
kets reach 79 percent of adults, and
more than half of adults on a daily
basis,” said NAA President and CEO
John F. Sturm. “Over the last six
months, the economic outlook may
have changed from week to week,
but newspapers remained a constant
for advertisers, delivering a steady
reader base they have come to
value.”

In addition, Sturm said, newspa-
pers have worked hard over the last
few years to put into practice reader-
ship recommendations from the
Readership Institute. “We are begin-
ning to see progress well beyond
what many expected,” he said.
“Newspapers of all sizes are incor-
porating innovative approaches to
increase readership and they’re
beginning to pay off. At this time, the
industry has gone from understand-
ing readership to doing something
about it.”

For example:

eThe (Memphis) Commercial
Appeal: (As of March 31, 2004: daily:
177,723, Sunday: 240,712) Through
retention efforts, geographic pricing
and product enhancements, The
Commercial Appeal grew circulation
after a decade of declines. The aver-
age daily adult readership increased
from 41 percent to 46 percent from
2001 to 2003, while Sunday gained 62
percent to 64 percent during that
period. Within their designated mar-
ket area, they added nearly 59,000
weekday readers and 61,500 on
Sundays. Among the product
enhancements are seven new com-
munity editions consisting primarily
of content submitted by readers.

eJackson County (Fla.) Floridan
(As of March 31, 2004: daily: 6,924;
Sunday: 6,926)

The Floridan has grown daily cir-
culation more than 26 percent since
2002. The paper attributes its success
to a heavy focus on more local news,
improving carrier routes, aggressive
attention to retention and a partner-
ship between editorial and circula-
tion. “Editorial is excited about the
growth and watches the singlecopy
numbers with anticipation each
week,” according to Publisher Roger
Underwood. “The editorial staff
knows they are part of the reason for
the growth.”

“These success stories — and there
are more — show that with a lot of
hard work, creativity and commit-
ment, newspapers can influence
readership,” Sturm said. (For more
examples of newspapers with read-
ership and circulation gains, please
contact Sheila Owens at the number
above.)

Sturm also pointed to newspaper
Web sites, which are experiencing
significant ~ audience = growth.
According to an analysis of

Nielsen/Net Ratings data by CSFB
Media Research, newspapers report-
ing for both March 2003 and 2004
showed a 21 percent increase in
unique audience over the last year.
The report cited increasing public
interest in the presidential primaries
as one factor that may have con-
tributed to the strength of newspa-
per Web sites.

“Newspapers are multi-media
organizations and they are expand-
ing their reach through various
channels, including Web sites,”
Sturm said. “It makes sense to con-
sider newspaper Web sites when you
are looking at the complete newspa-
per audience.”

The following are NAA’s spring
2004 CMI top 10 newspaper markets
for adult readership:

Daily:

1. Hartford /New Haven, Conn.
(63.7 percent)

2. Pittsburgh (63.6 percent)

3. New York (62.9 percent)

4. Boston (62.6 percent)

4. Cleveland (62.6 percent)

5. West Palm Beach, Fla. (61.2
percent)

6. Providence, R.I./New Bedford,
Mass. (61.0 percent)

6. Tampa/St.
Petersburg/Sarasota (61.0 percent)

7. Buffalo (60.5 percent)

8. New Orleans (59.9 percent)

9. Philadelphia (59.7 percent)

10: Harrisburg/ Lancaster/
Lebanon/ York (59.5 percent)

Sunday:

1. Cleveland (75.4 percent)

2. Tampa/St.
Petersburg/Sarasota (73.9 percent)

3. West Palm Beach, Fla. (72.1
percent) .

3. Hartford /New Haven (72.
percent)

4. Pittsburgh (71.9 percent)

5. Buffalo (71.6 percent)

6. Providence/New Bedford (71.4
percent)

7. Philadelphia (69.5 percent)

8. Milwaukee (67.9 percent)

8. Norfolk/Portsmouth/
Newport News (67.9 percent)

9. New Orleans (67.3 percent)

10. Harrisburg/Lancaster/
Lebanon/ York (66.6 percent)

An NAA analysis of the latest Fas-
Fax data from the Audit Bureau of
Circulations for the six-month peri-
od ending March 31, 2004, shows
that 37 percent of the daily newspa-
pers (310 of 836 newspapers report-
ing) gained circulation. The average
daily circulation for the 836 newspa-
pers reporting for comparable peri-
ods was 50,827,454, a slight drop of
0.1 percent (from 50,890,613) over
the same period a year ago. On
Sunday, the average circulation for
the 659 newspapers reporting for
comparable periods was 55,075,444,
a drop of 0.9 percent (from
55,576,059) over the same period a
year ago.

“The circulation figures are in
range with what we’d expected,”
noted Sturm. “At the same time,
newspapers are moving forward
with new and innovative programs
to gain and retain subscribers that
are paying off at a number of news-
papers across the country.”

The CMI is based on audience
research  data  collected by
Scarborough Research, New York
City, to which NAA subscribes.
Scarborough, a leading media/mar-
ket research firm, measures 75
DMAs (including the top 50).
Scarborough collects data via tele-
phone interview and a mailed con-
sumer survey booklet and seven-day
TV diary. Scarborough collected
fieldwork for Release Two 2003 from
August 2002 through September
2003.

SOMETHING EXCITING HAPPENING AT YOUR NEWSPAPER?
DID YOU RECENTLY MAKE A STAFF CHANGE?
LET US KNOW ABOUT IT!

Send your news to Dana Lear, KPA News Bureau Director, at dlear@kypress.com.
Information received by the 20th of each month
will appear in the next month’s Press.




By Kim Greene
KPA General
Counsel
Dinsmore &
Shohl

People are still
scratching their
heads and asking
“what was that that just happened
in Frankfort?” According to many,
this was the least productive session
of the Kentucky General Assembly
in recent memory.

From the point of view of the
news media and the public’s right of
access to government information,
this unproductive session carries
both good news and bad news. The
bad news was that House Bill 263
did not survive. Representative
Derrick Graham’s bill would have
required the Attorney General’s
office to provide detailed explana-
tions of the Open Meetings Law and
Open Records Law to local govern-
ment officials. This is the first time
in a long while that anyone has
sponsored a bill with the intention
of enhancing public access to gov-
ernment information. We hope
Representative Graham will try
again in 2005.

The good news is that none of the
many disturbing bills that KPA lob-
bied against passed either. So we
can all take a breather. You won't be
receiving urgent e-mails from David
Thompson entreating you to contact
your representative or senator about
this bill or that ... at least for awhile.
And you won't be deluged with
talking papers about bills ... at least
for awhile.

Experience tells us, though, that a
number of the bills we fought this
session will be back again. We
know that because a number of
them were repeaters this year.

For example, this was the third
year in a row that someone pro-
posed a bill in the House of
Representatives that would have
allowed criminal records to be
expunged. This year’s bill, HB 371,
went farther than any before when it
said that people convicted of class D
felonies could ask the court to
expunge the records, in essence
rewriting judicial history as if the
crime never occurred. As if the
arrest and charge never occurred.
And, of course, as if the conviction
never occurred. Look for a repeat
on this bill next session.

Several others bills were versions
of bills proposed in the 2002 or 2003
session. HB 20, the bill that created
identification cards for volunteer
firefighters but made the informa-
tion contained on the card confiden-
tial, was in its second go round. So
was HB 111, a bill which would have
exempted autopsy photographs and
videos from public release. The
same is true of the bill that would
have allowed county clerks to
charge 50 cents per page for copies
of records and the various bills that
would have allowed public agencies
to publish legally-required notices
on the internet instead of in the
newspaper.

For whatever reason (or reasons),
these bills seemed to have staying
power. So KPA should be prepared
again when January, 2005 rolls

2004
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What didn’t happen during the ‘04 session

around to resist them.

Another bill that will likely resur-
face in 2005 is some version of a
homeland security exemption to the
Open Records and Meetings Laws.
There were two filed this year, HB
188 in the House and SB 49 in the
Senate. We were fortunate that the
sponsor of the house bill,
Representative Mike Weaver, was
willing to take the concerns of the
news media and other constituencies
into account in the fine-tuning of his
bill. The result after several meet-
ings and re-drafts was a bill that cre-
ated a new exemption to the Open
Meetings and Open Records Laws
that was specific as to the anti-ter-
rorism records it intended to protect
from public scrutiny. Care will have
to be taken in the next session to see
that that happens again.

KPA will also have to be vigilant
about some language that was
slipped into the budget bill at the
last minute. As you will recall, that
language would have made confi-
dential the names of donors to pub-
lic university foundations and the
amounts of their donations. This
was a transparent reaction to the
lawsuit between The Courier-
Journal and the University of
Louisville Foundation over whether
the Foundation is a public agency
and whether the names of its donors
are private.

Maybe in 2005 the legislators
interested in this language will do
the honorable thing and propose it
as a stand-alone bill rather than try-
ing to sneak it into another bill
unnoticed. That way, there would

be ample opportunity for public
input and commentary.

We learned a valuable lesson
about networking and seeking out
natural allies during this session.
For example, the Kentucky Chamber
of Commerce and the Kentucky
Society for Human Resource
Managers joined in our opposition
of HB 371. Their interest was not a
concern about the integrity of court
records. Instead, their interest was
about the integrity of the job appli-
cation process and wanting to know
that there would be no state-sanc-
tioned lying in response to an appli-
cation which asked whether the
applicant had ever been convicted of
a crime. So, in 2005, the KPA may
not only ask you to contact your
representative and senator about
bills. It may also ask you to contact
other organizations in your commu-
nities who might share KPA’s objec-
tions to a particular bill, to see if you
can enlist their assistance as well.

The bottom line for the 2004 ses-
sion of the General Assembly is this:
It is terrible that the Commonwealth
of Kentucky is now without a budg-
et and without much-needed tax
modernization. But at the same
time, a lot of bills that would have
been antithetical to the public’s right
of access to government information
died, too.

Goodbye to all of you and good
luck. If you have any questions for
your hotline attorneys give them a
call.

Jon L. Fleischaker (502) 540-2319

R. Kenyon Meyer (502) 540-2325

Ashley L. Pack (502) 540-2385

CAMP

Continued from page 1

boot camp begins. Jim St. Clair, asso-
ciate professor of journalism at
Indiana University Southeast, will
again be the boot camp instructor.
Reporters and editors from
Kentucky papers and attorneys for
KPA also serve as guest lecturers.

Participants concentrate on the
gathering of information, organiz-
ing and writing of stories. Some
time is spent on photojournalism
and participants also work on a boot
camp newspaper.

Several past boot camp graduates
are working now at Kentucky news-
papers as reporters, editors and
sports writers. In addition, several
free-lance writers have also attend-
ed and reported that the training
they received has been very benefi-
cial.

Boot camp participants have
ranged in age from high school stu-
dents to folks who, well, let’s just
say they received their AARP mem-
ber card several years ago.

For more information on the boot
camp, go to www.kypress.com or
call me at KPA at (800) 264-5721 or e-
mail me via dgreer@kypress.com.

STAFF WRITER

The Morehead News, a bi-weekly newspaper in north-
eastern Kentucky, has an immediate opening for a
community-minded journalist who knows how to
write and has the initiative to generate coverage of
local people and events. Photography and design
skills a plus. Must be dependable and responsible.

For consideration, please send resume, writing samples and
salary requirements to:
Stephanie Ockerman
Managing Editor
The Morehead News
722 W. First Street
Morehead, KY 40351
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Scenes from the KHSJA
Convention April 21

Right: Nancy Cox, anchor at WLEX in Lexington was the
keynote speaker at the KHSJA Convention. She told about her
career as a reporter and encouraged students to find their call-
ing.

Clockwise: Donny Fugate, a teacher from California, told stu-
dents and advisors about how to broadcast their radio stations
on the Internet. Patti Pullen, of the Kentucky Broadcasters
Association, helps distribute all the winning plaques and cer-
tificates during the award luncheon at the close of the conven-
tion. A panel of students from area colleges offered an informa-
tive session titled “What I Wish I'd Known Before College,” to
students considering majoring in journalism.
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CNHI sells newspapers to Heartland Publications

Community Newspaper
Holdings, Inc.,, a privately owned
operator of daily and non-daily
newspapers and specialty publica-
tions throughout the United States, is
selling its newspapers in 22 cities to
Heartland Publications, LLC, a pri-
vately owned publishing company
based in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.
Terms of the transaction were not dis-
closed.

Heartland is acquiring CNHI's
Kentucky newspapers in Harlan,
Hazard, Leitchfield, Middlesboro,
Prestonburg and Russellville and
their property in Thomaston, Ga.;
Apex, Clinton and Elizabethtown,
Fuquay-Varina, Garner and
Lumberton N.C.; Gallipolis, Pomeroy

and Portsmouth, Ohio; Altus, Durant
and Frderick, Okla.; Lafayette and
Tazewell, Tenn. And Point Pleasant,
W.Va.

In announcing the sale, CNHI
President and CEO Mike Reed stat-
ed, “It's always a touch decision to
sell newspapers in the communities
we operate in, and this was certainly
the case with these newspapers. We
are fortunate that these papers, while
no longer strategic to CNHI, fit nice-
ly with Heartland’s plans. I am cer-
tain that the great people at these
locations will work with the
Heartland team to provide even bet-
ter products and service to their com-
munities in the future.”

“These newspapers have a long,

successful tradition of serving their
communities and we plan to contin-
ue that tradition,” said James M.
McGinnis, President and CEO of
Heartland Publishing. “Our primary
focus will be to serve our readers
with the highest quality community
newspapers possible.” In addition to
McGinnis, investors in Heartland are
Wachovia Capital Partners and The
Wicks Group of Companies.
Wachovia Capital partners, based in
Charlotte, N.C., is the principal
investing arm of Wachovia
Corporation and has invested more
than $2.5 billion since 1998. The
Wicks Group of Companies is a New
York based private equity firm
focused on selected segments of the
communications, information and

media industries.

Upon completion of the planned
sale, CNHI will operate 87 daily
newspapers with almost 950,000
daily circulation as well as 49 non-
daily and 155 specialty publications
in 20 states.

While Heartland is a new compa-
ny, formed to acquire these newspa-
pers, McGinnis has more than 30
years experience in the newspaper
industry, having owned or managed
over 80 community newspapers and
shopper publications in 22 states.
“We are delighted to launch
Heartland with such a strong plat-
form of fine community newspapers,
and look forward to growing the
company with additional strategic
acquisitions,” he said.

AG Opinions

Courier-Journal/Louisville Metro

The Kentucky Attorney General’s
office was asked to rule whether or
not the Louisville Metro Council vio-
lated the Open Meeting Act by hold-
ing closed session discussions under
authority of KRS 61.819(1)(c) at two
meetings conducted on Feb. 2.

The Courier-Journal filed an
appeal alleging that the council held
two meetings concerning a proposed
ordinance redistricting adult enter-
tainment. In C-J attorney Jon L.
Fleischaker’s written complaint, he
stated the council had previously
planned to discuss the proposed
ordinance in small groups in an
attempt to circumvent the Open
Meetings Act and when a reporter
objected to that plan, the Council
agreed to hold public meetings. The
council then entered into executive
committee to discuss pending litiga-
tion involving adult businesses.

The Courier-Journal contends that
in one or both of the closed sessions
the proposed ordinance including
the policies underlying it were dis-
cussed.

In his letter to the council
Fleischaker wrote, “A reporter out-
side the door could hear you explain
why a list of studies that found ties
between adult entertainment and
crime was included in the ordinance.
This discussion is clearly one of pub-
lic policy and only remotely or tan-
gentially related to litigation.”

In response, the council defended
its actions. Scott Lilly, attorney for the
council, identified three active cases
challenging adult entertainment
ordinances in the old City of
Louisville and Jefferson County and
the recently merged Metro
Government, which prompted the
Metro Council to substantially revise
its adult entertainment ordinance in
March 2003 and to consider an
omnibus revision to the ordinance
which was given its first reading on
Jan. 22. Lilly indicated that it was at
the Jan. 22 meeting that Frank
Mascagni, an attorney representing
several plaintiffs in one of the active
cases challenging the adult entertain-
ment ordinances, expressed his
intention to challenge the omnibus
revisions in what the council inter-
preted as a threat of litigation. It was
the council’s position that this litiga-
tion and legislative history demon-
strated the relationship between var-
ious matters being litigated and the
legislative response in the form of
ordinal revisions, including the most
recent omnibus amendments.

Lilly rejected the notion that the
meetings were subject to the Open
Meetings Act because only four
members of the Council attended the
meeting on the morning of Feb. 2 and
only 13 council members attended
the Feb. 2 afternoon meeting which
includes the members who attended
the morning meeting. Thus, he main-

tained the sum of the councilpersons
present at the two meetings did not
equal a quorum and therefore did not
trigger the requirement of an open
meeting.

Lilly quoted a previous AG ruling
in defending the allegation that the
closed session discussions at each of
the Feb. 2 meetings were not author-
ized by KRS 61.810(1)(c). The Floyd
County Board of Education v. Ratlliff
ruling, he said, applies to matters
commonly inherent to litigation such
as preparation, strategy or tactics for
reason of a closed meeting. It was his
position that discussions of the ordi-
nance in the contest of pending or
threatened litigation are included in
this exception.

Lilly said that the statements the
reporter heard from outside the
closed meeting were “ineffective
eavesdropping” and that the reporter
had failed to hear what came before
or after the statement as it related to
the threatened litigation.

Lilly emphasized that “thorough
and lengthy discussions of the ordi-
nance’s provisions and policy impli-
cations ... occurred in (the open por-
tion of) both the morning and after-
noon sessions of Feb. 2, 2004.”

On this basis, Lilly denied the alle-
gations of the complaint. He did
agree, however, to provide The
Courier-Journal with a copy of the
materials he and First Assistant
County Attorney William O’Brien

used as a reference in their discussion
of the litigation after redacting the
comment section to avoid disclosure
of litigation strategy.

On appeal, The C-J argued that
the Louisville Metro Council couldn’t
meet its burden to prove that the
claimed exception to the Open
Meetings Act applies.

It was The Courier’s position that
the presence of a quorum of council
members at the two meetings, cou-
pled with the council’s announced
purpose of avoiding the Open
Meeting Act established a violation.

The AG’s office affirmed the
Metro Council’s position and con-
cluded that the factual record does
not support the claimed violation.
Because the statement attributed to
Lilly could, in the AG’s view, legiti-
mately be made in the course of a dis-
cussion of proposed and/or pending
litigation and was otherwise com-
pletely devoid of context, the AG
found that the council properly relied
on KRS 61.810(1)(c) in conducting
closed session discussions at its Feb.
4, 2004 special meeting.

The Journal-Enterprise/City of
Providence

The Kentucky Attorney General’s
Office was asked to rule whether or
not the City of Providence subverted
the intent of the Open Records Act in
short denial of inspection, and within

See OPINIONS on Page 9
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OPINIONS

Continued from page 8

the meaning of KRS 61.880(4), in fail-
ing to afford Journal-Enterprise
Assistant News Editor Gwen Hicox
timely access to cell phone state-
ments billed to the city between
August 2003 and December 2003.

On March 4, 2004, Hicox hand-
delivered a written request to the
City of Providence for copies of all
cell phone statements billed to the
city between August 2003 and
December 2003 listing each cell
phone number, total minutes used
per cell phone, charges per cell
phone per billing and which city
employee was responsible for each
cell phone number.

Having received no written
response by her request, Hicox con-
tacted the city by telephone on
March 10 and March 11 and was
assured by “a city employee” that
the information was forthcoming.
On March 12, she again called and
was advised by a “city employee”
that the information would be ready
in a half hour. When Hicox arrived

at the designated place and time, the
information was not ready. One and
a half hours later, the clerk produced
information consisting of “state-
ments for several of the cell phones”
four of which were “lumped into
one of the statements.” Hicox
emphasized the importance of
receiving itemized statements by
cell phone bills and the clerk
acknowledged that the information
was available from the cell phone
company.

When Hicox’s appeal was initiat-
ed on March 18, she still had not
received a breakdown of the infor-
mation she requested.

Providence City  Attorney
Richard Peyton advised the AG's
office after the appeal as initiated
that the city received a single tele-
phone bill from Verizon, which does
not itemize between the various cell
phones owned by the city. He said
there was no single statement
received by the city which lists the
total minutes for each cell phone or
charges per cell phone number, no
statement of overdue charges car-
ried from month to month.

He did acknowledge that the city
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of Providence does have an electron-
ic account with the information on
it, but this account also has personal
telephone calls and telephone calls
by policemen to confidential inform-
ants in criminal investigations. The
city has not prohibited personal tele-
phone calls by cell phone because
for some employees, a cell phone is
the only way a family member has
to contact the employee.

Peyton did not cite the statutory
exception authorizing nondisclo-
sure, but maintained that neither the
telephone number for personal tele-
phone calls nor for confidential
informant telephone calls is subject
to the Open Records Act.

Peyton said that in order for the
city to comply with the request of
The Journal-Enterprise, it would be
necessary for the city clerk to count
the number of pages that will be
printed from the computer, send the
invoice to the newspaper, print all of
the pages requested, and then
remove the information from each
page that is not subject to the Open
Records request.

“This process will take an uncer-
tain period of time,” Peyton wrote.

“Because of budgetary problems,
two members of the City Hall office
staff have been cut back to four days
per week and we are attempting to
eliminate most, if not all, overtime.”

Peyton emphasized that the city
has “no intent to delay” and that
Hicox’s request would be satisfied
as soon as possible.

The AG’s office found that the
nearly four week delay in affording
The Journal-Enterprise access to the
records sought, which is documents
in the record on appeal, and any
additional delay in excess of the
documented delay, was inordinate
and constituted a subversion of the
intent of the Open Records Act
regardless of whether that delay was
intentional or unintentional.

The AG’s office ruled that if the
City of Providence had not already
done so, they must immediately
respond to the request by producing
the records sought. If the city elects
to withhold any information from
those records, it must state the statu-
tory exception upon which it relies
and provide a brief explanation of
how that exception applies to the
records or portions.

To s¢

uestion?,

KPA'’s Listserv is available to
iiblishers, Editors, and Ad Managers.

question to your colleagues it’s as easy as

For publishers, send an email to

Who better to ask
than other
newspaper
professionals just
like yourself.

sending ONE email.

publishers@kypress.com

resumes o to post
‘available jobs at

~ your newspaper.

For editors, send an email to editors@kypress.com

For ad managers, send an email tof
admanagers@kypress.comj

ONLY members of the listserv can send to the list. ‘
Contact David Spencer dspencer @kypress.com to
be added or to check if you are on the list. |
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Continued from page 1

Yet when the Senate passed its
budget version, tucked away was lan-
guage that allowed public agencies to
place notices required by law either in
newspapers, on the Internet or with a
copy of the notice at the local public
library.

To most legislators, the idea is not
enticing. And the Senate probably
knew that. So the language made it
apply only to counties with a consoli-
dated or urban county government
form. And of the 120 counties, only
two meet that criteria — Jefferson
County (Louisville Courier-Journal)
and Fayette County (Lexington
Herald-Leader).

So what does this have to do with
saving the state $5.2 million?

If the budget bill can be used to
insert language irrelevant to the state
budget, why don’t we amend the
Constitution to give the House and
the Senate permission to introduce
only one bill each session. Webster’s
even has a name for it. Instead of the
“budget  bill” and mislead
Kentuckians into thinking that’s what
it deals with, we’ll call it “The
Omnibus Bill.” Look up “omnibus” in
Webster’s and you'll find this listed as
an example - “an omnibus legislative
bill.”

Each legislator is given one pet
project. Say one really wants to make
sure Kentucky has an “official fruit.”
(Hey, happened this year — we now
have the Official State Fruit — the
Blackberry.) Each gets one item to put
into the bill.

More than just how the state will
spend tax dollars, or how it can take in
revenue, the legislature can put every-
thing normally done through individ-
ual legislative bills, roll it into one bill.
Think of the savings. No committee
meetings, no days when a chamber
session lasts only a few minutes
because no one’s done anything so
there’s nothing to take action on.

They could come to Frankfort, go
to their respective chambers, vote on
the budget bill as presented, send it to
the other chamber for passage, then
on to the governor to become law.

And then they go home.

The result? A session will cost tax-
payers $60,000 per year, a savings of
$5.2 million per two-year cycle.

Or an easy way would be go back
to even-number year sessions. That
would save close to $2 million each
biennium. Annual sessions should

have never been voted in in the first
place.

kk kKK

Top 10 Quotes for Press
Lobbyists

Each November, state, regional
and national newspaper association
executive directors gather in a
Marriott at the foot of the Frances
Scott Key Bridge near D.C,, to discuss
legislative trends and issues we're
likely to face when our legislatures
convene a couple of months later.

Louisiana Press Association execu-
tive director Pam Wagner was the
program chair of the 2002 NAM
(Newspaper Association Managers)
Legislative Gumbo.

As we arrived for the first session,
we were given a tee-shirt with a plate
of true Louisiana gumbo pictured on
the front. But it was the back of the
tee-shirt that got our true attention.

In David Letterman style, Pam had
listed the “Top Ten Political Quotes
Every Newspaper Lobbyist Should
Know.”

So here goes:

10. “Being in politics is like
coaching football. You have to be
smart enough to understand the game
and dumb enough to think it’s impor-
tant.” Eugene McCarthy

9.  “Those are my principles. If
you don't like them I have others.”
Groucho Marx

8. “We are not retreating - we
are advancing in another direction.”
General Douglas MacArthur

7. “If stupidity got us into this
mess, then why can’t it get us out?”
Will Rogers

6. “If you are going through

hell, keep going.” Sir Winston

Churchill

5. “Forgive your enemies, but
never forget their names.” John E
Kennedy

4.  “First they ignore you, then
they laugh at you, then they fight you,
then you win.” Mahatma Gandhi

3. “I have not failed. I've just
found 10,000 ways that won’t work.”
Thomas Alva Edison

2. “I don't make jokes. I just
watch the government and report the
facts.” Will Rogers

And the number one political
quote every newspaper lobbyist
should know?

1. “No man’s life, liberty or for-
tune is safe...while our legislature is in
session.” Benjamin Franklin
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People
Continued from page 2

a national directory of top student
journalists from colleges and uni-
versities throughout the U.S. She,
2002 Progress Co-Editor Jennifer
Rogers and the staff were recog-
nized earlier this year by the ACP
with a 2003 Pacemaker Award. The
Pacemaker is the ACP’s highest
award and often referred to as the
Pulitzer Prize of collegiate journal-
ism.

Vinson-Sturgill, who graduated
from Eastern in May, also received
first place in investigative reporting
from the Kentucky Intercollegiate
Press Association for a series of arti-
cles she did for the Progress about
credit card solicitation on college
campuses.

She and two other Progress staff
members also have been named
finalists in contention for the
Society of Professional Journalists’
Mark of Excellence Award for sto-
ries about legislation signed by for-
mer Gov. Paul Patton last year that
temporarily forced Eastern Board of
Regents Chairman Fred Rice from
his position.

Columnist Reed tells derby
stories

Billy Reed, a columnist and fea-
ture writer for Kentucky Monthly
magazine, was a speaker at The
Woman'’s Club of Louisville on
April 21.

Reed, a former writer for the
Courier-Journal, Lexington Herald-
Leader and Sports Illustrated,
offered highlights from his book,
“My Favorite Derby Stories.”

Ohio County Messenger
writer speaks at conference

Sam Ford, writer for the Ohio
County messenger, spoke at the
Popular Culture Association and
American Culture Association’s
National Conference in San Antonio
in early April.

Ford presented a study on the
portrayal of women in professional
wrestling.

He is currently a junior at
Western Kentucky University in
Bowling Green where he majors in
English writing, mass communica-
tion, communication studies and
news/editorial journalism with a
minor in film studies.

Times Tribune launches new
website in April

The Times Tribune in Corbin
launched its new website April 2 at
www.thetimestribune.com.

The new design mirrors a combi-
nation of features meant to make
online news more attractive and
easier to navigate for readers.

The site has more options mak-
ing news quicker and easier for
readers to stay in close contact with
the community while still at their
computers. New options allow
website visitors to purchase photo-
graphs, make payments, download
reader forms, see what's in the
upcoming issue and get breaking
news.

One element added to the new
site provides readers the opportuni-
ty to purchase photos online. From
wallets to 12" X 18’ prints, with a
visit to the photo gallery, published
and unpublished photos can be
purchased quickly and easily.

Circulation needs can be met
easily and quickly via the Internet.
Subscribers can have their newspa-
pers temporarily stopped while
they are on vacation, can make pay-
ments or ask questions by logging
onto the website.

Online viewers can get a sneak
peak of what is coming up in
upcoming issues of Times-Tribune
via video.

By visiting the online “News
Break,” visitors can read or listen to
a blurb about the big stories in the
next day’s print edition.

Visitors to the website can also
view the latest breaking news in a
streaming headline that provides
up-to-the-minute information about
the Tri-County.

Engagement, wedding, anniver-
sary and birth announcements can
be submitted online.

Readers can also take part in
polls, start a petition, write a letter
or converse with other visitors
about hot topics online.

Before the new, interactive web-
site can be viewed, visitors must
register. Registration is free, fast
and allows the newspaper to see
where all the visitors to the website
are logging on.

Clark receives award for
community service

Patti M. Clark, publisher of The
News-Herald in Owenton, was the
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recipient of the 2003 LCNI
President’s Award for Community
Service. LCNI President Michael
Abernathy presented Clark the
award at the LCNI

Editorial / Advertising Meeting
awards ceremony March 19.

The award for Community
Service was established in 1989 and
honors an employee who plays a
significant leadership role in com-
munity service projects and activi-
ties.

Clark was nominated by Carrie
Bennett, of The News-Herald, and
George Jacobs, Clark’s regional
manager.

One of Clark’s first local civic
involvements was in the creation of
Owen County’s Relay for Life. She
took the lead in establishing the
event and was personally involved
in every aspect, from fundraising to
making last minute trips to buy
more candles when the luminary
service grew beyond expectations.
Clark was co-chair of the event in
both 1998 and 1999. Since then, her
primary function has been soliciting
sponsorships.

Another related affiliation is
with the Owen County Cancer
Coalition. The Coalition is active in
education people about the risks
and contributing facts associated
with cancer. They advocate
women’s health, smoking cessation,
and other leading contributors in
the most common types of cancer.
Clark has served on the Cancer
Coalition’s board of directors since
2000.

She has also been instrumental
in the reorganization of the Owen
County Chamber of Commerce and
is currently serving as the organiza-
tion’s president. She also serves on
the board of directors of the New
Horizons Medical Foundation, Girl
Scout Troop Leader and sits on the
4-H Council’s governing board.

Carman receives Max Heath
Gold Star Award

Donna Carman, editor of The
Casey County News in Liberty, was
given the third annual Max Heath
Gold Star Award for Excellence in
Community Journalism at the
annual LCNI Editorial Seminar
March 19. :

The award is a tribute to Heath’s
contributions as executive editor for
21 years and his history of recog-
nizing the good work that passed

across his desk with a gold star and
hand-written kudos. It is designed
to recognize LCNI editors who do
solid work in their communities
year-in, year-out. The Gold Star
plaque is accompanied by a $100
check.

Carman earned this award by
working her way up from typeset-
ter / circulation clerk in 1981 to edi-
tor. To fill unmet needs, she took
photographs, then wrote feature
stories, then a weekly column, gath-
ered public records, wrote short
news stories, then began voluntari-
ly writing sports and became de
facto sports editor for 1-2 years
when the paper had difficulty find-
ing good stringers.

She learned all her sills OJT and
positioned herself to become editor
when her predecessor went to a PR
job. She has continued to grow and
develop her skills, serve her native
community and produce a newspa-
per that has one of the highest pen-
etration of households in LCNI.

Roberts named Central Ky.
News Journal staff writer

James Roberts, a regional
reporter for the Central Kentucky
News-Journal and The Springfield
Sun for the past four years, will
soon become a full-time staff writer
in Campbellsville.

Roberts shares his five-day work
schedule with the 4,600 weekly cir-
culation Sun in Washington County,
writing stories and taking photos
there three days a week. As soon as
a new regional reporter is hired,
Roberts will begin working full-
time in Campbellsville.

Roberts joined LCNI in 2000
after graduating from Eastern
Kentucky University with a bache-
lor’s degree in journalism. Roberts
is originally from Essie in Eastern
Kentucky.

He will fill the news team slot
vacated by Rebeeca Dial. She was
promoted to news editor on March
15. Dial took over for Editor Beth
Foster who was recently promoted
to editor/ general manager of the
Mt. Vernon (Indiana) Democrat.

Roberts has covered school
board and government in
Washington County and has writ-
ten various other general news sto-
ries and features for both papers. In
Campbellsville, he has been cover-
ing the water company for the past

See PEOPLE on Page 12
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year. He will accept more responsi-
bility for news coverage in Taylor
County as soon as he begins full-
time work.

Ohio County columnist
receives achievement award
Ohio County Messenger reli-
gious columnist John Crystal
Morris, 104, of Horse Branch,
received an award from the region-
al Society of Professional

Journalists April 3 as part of the
SPJ regional conference held at
Western Kentucky University in
Bowling Green.

The award highlighted the writ-
ing that Morris has done for this
newspaper for the past two years
with his “Something to Think
About” column that has appeared
in the religion section.

Morris, who has preached in
the Methodist and General Baptist
churches throughout almost 80
years of evangelical work, had
never had newspaper experience
before coming to work with the
Messenger. Because his health pre-
vented him from delivering ser-
mons in person, he decided to take
his ministry to print.

Throughout several health set-
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backs, Morris has continued writ-
ing, taking his typewriter to the
hospital and professional care
home.

While he was not able to accept
the award, presented and offered
by Ohio County Messenger writer
Sam Ford, his family was in atten-
dance to receive the award on his
behalf.

Son John David Morris, the 74-
year-old preacher of Victory Baptist
Church in Horse Branch, daughter
Sue Deom, who is retired from the
Ohio County Middle School and
daughter Alice Cummings of
Hawesville were there to receive
the award. Also in attendance
were grandchildren Ray Patton and
Tambra Patton and Charlie Geary,
great-granddaughter Heather Gray,
and fiancé Eric Roach and great-
great-granddaughter Jordan Gray.

WKU in top four in Hearst
competition for sixth year in
Trow

For the sixth consecutive year,
Western Kentucky University’s
School of Journalism and
Broadcasting has finished in the top
four nationally in the Hearst
Journalism Awards Program.

WKU placed fourth in the com-
petition behind Missouri, North
Carolina and Northwestern. Florida

2004

and Penn State tied for fifth.

“Clearly, we are very pleased to
receive more Hearst awards,” said
Dr. Pam Johnson, director of the
School of Journalism and
Broadcasting. “The Hearst awards
are often called the Pulitzers of col-
lege journalism. We've found that
winning Hearst awards can indeed
lead to winning Pulitzer awards.
For the past three years, a Western
graduate has been on the team win-
ning a Pulitzer Prize in photojour-
nalism.

“We’ve had so many Pulitzer
Prize winners, in both news and
photojournalism, that we're inviting
them all back to campus for a din-
ner with President Gary Ransdell
next fall.”

WKU'’s other overall Hearst fin-
ishes since 1999 are two firsts, one
second and two thirds. The Hearst
program includes photojournalism,
writing and broadcast news compe-
titions. In this year’s competition,
Western won the photojournalism
competition and finished 10th in
broadcasting.

The Asbury Collegian helps
publish Hispanic newspaper
Associate Division member The
Asbury Collegian, during the last
week of April, cooperated in pub-
lishing the fourth annual edition of

La Esperanza, a newspaper aimed
at migrant and permanent Hispanic
workers and their families who live
in the Bluegrass region of Kentucky.
The four-page tab, entirely in
Spanish, was printed at the
Danville Advocate-Messenger and
inserted as a special insert in the
Jessamine Journal. Extra copies
were distributed through the metro
Lexington area at Latino communi-
ty centers, groceries, restaurants
and Spanish-language churches.

La Esperanza, a publication of
the Asbury Journalism Program,
launched in 2000 through generous
support of Russell Pulliam, whose
family founded the Indianapolis
Star and Indianapolis News, and
who has had a continuing interest
in students’ work in community
and metro newspapers. Editor and
designer of La Esperanza was
Tabitha Armstrong, a senior
Journalism major and president of
Asbury’s Society of Collegiate
Journalists chapter who was a KPA
intern at the Murray Ledger &
Times. Armstrong, this year, also
edited and designed Intersection
the Collegian’s magazine covering
contemporary Christian music and
the annual Ichthus festival. Ichthus,

this year, celebrated 35 years as a

contemporary Christian music festi-
val.

association with the organization.

Right: The Kentucky Press Association Board of Directors presented Kim
Greene, KPA general counsel, with a silver tray and crystal vase for her retirement
in April. Below: KPA President John Nelson, managing editor of the Advocate
Messenger in Danville, spoke kind words about Greene’s 24 year law career and




