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INDIAN WARS OF THE WEST.
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T CHAPTER.I.
)
PHYSICAL VIEW OF THE WEST.
by | THE country, of whose first settlers we propose to give
ict sketches, is now called in common parlance the West, and

the IVLSSl%}ppJ Yallb}’, indicating its position in 1uu11d to
the elder and more populous country on the shores of the
Atlantic, It is the largest, most singular, and most fertile
valley on the globe. A profile, or physical section of the
vast plain between the Alleghanies and Rocky mountains,
places this fact in an impressive pointof view.

A line round the edge of the immense basin, commen-
i~ cing at the northern sources of the head waters of the lakes,
round the Alleghanies, the gulf of Florida, the mountains
that separate the waters of the Rio del \01 te from those
¢ of the Mississippi, and the central ridges of the Rocky
¢  mountains dividing between the waters of the Missouri,
»  the gulf of California,and the Oregon;and thence around
i the head sources of 'the Mississippi, to its commencement
¢ north of the lakes, would be at least five thousand miles in

extent,

This vast surface is watered by the longest rivers on
the globe. 'The Missouri, Mississippi, Arkansas, Red
River, Ohio, Tennessee, Wabash, Platte, Kansas, Yellow
Stone, Illinois, Osage, and many other of the western
rivers, are as different in character from those of the old
world, as this valley is more extensive and magnificent
than any other. In comparison to their width they have
far longer courses, and furnish a navigation less impeded
by falls and mpuls These rivers may be considered im-

s w9, as
w s @

L]
"

- s ge By . &
™

€
'

e
®

* v 98"

B sicnae A VR S AT o A S PR




4 INDIAN WARS

mense natural canals winding through this vast valley in
every direction, at once irrigating, fertilizing, and connee-
ting its remotest points by navigable. water communica-
tions. Three of these streams, to wit: the Missouri, the
Mississippi, and Arkansas present a continued steam boat
navigation of more than two thousand miles in length.
Three more, to wit: Red River, the Ohio, and Tennessee
have more than a thousand miles. Of those which are
actually ascended by steam boats from three to six hundred
miles, the number would be too tedious to enumerate.
Each of these streams is a kind of Nile to the region it
irrigates, having a wide alluvial valley ‘along its course,
bounded on either shore by bluffs of ‘a peculiar character,
generally faced with precipitous limestone walls: {rom
two to four hundred feet-high:" Itis hut a few years since
steam boats have first begun to be seen mounting with the
power of the imprisoned elements between these hoary
and ancient parapets of the streams, scaring the water-
fowls from their domain, and the wild beasts from their
shores. The discoveries, the peculiar journals and inei-
dents of these long and recent voyages, are too new and
voluminous, and we are yet too little acquainted with the
new position in which they have piaced us, to possess at
present all their intrinsic interest.. They will constitute
the hurden of the history and song of the coming genera-
tions. ' '

The peculiar configuration, climate, physical character,
fertility, and modes of communication of this wide region,
circumstances all having a peculiar bearing upun_the
character of its inhabitants, have not failed to form a lan-
guage, and mode of thinking, and manners peculiay to
the west, presenting to the eye of a curious observer suf-
ficiently amusing differences between the people of the
Atlantic country and the Mississippi valley. The long
jorneys of the inhabitants in steam boats, and by other
waler conveyances, create the necessity of new phrases;
modes of speech, and even habits of thinking and feeling.
Among the results may be fairly reckoned greater enter-
prise, and a readier habit of breaking the ties of home, less
pain in dqing it, and in general the hardier and more reck-
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OF THE -WEST. 5

fess habits'of soldiers, travellers, and hunfers. Time and
circumstances have yet to determine, whether these ha-
bits will form, on the wholej a lmtter and more amiable
nationality, than that of the Atlantic people.

They, whose businessison the blue waters of the ocean,
are apl to view the fresh water voyagers of the western
rivers with a sort c'n[' contempt.- Yet there i1s no doubt,
that the habitudes of the dwellers on these rivers, accus-
tommu them from their earliest yedrs to manage water-
crafts both by ‘the oar and wind, and to consider the wa-
tersas furnishing their costomary modes of travel and
conveyance, qualify them; when borne down their forests
to the sea, to becomie sailors at*once. Fearlessness; frank-
ness, fluenc 'y in conversation, a touchy perhaps, of rough-
ness, smac Lmu of the union of the hunter, soldier, sailor,
and melchaui addictedness to cards and profanity form
the prommenl. tratts of the preseut.voyagers on‘the western
rivers. :

The fertility of the greater portion of" this valley is as
su1]111‘~1nr= as its ex{ent. Appalentlv of more recent for-
mation than the remainder of the continent, it seems less
marked with .the eurse of sterility.. - Immense portions are
alluvial.  Other portions far from rivers;: or the present
courses of “waters, show as if they were the deposit of
mmmense drained lakes, or a vast region of former sub-
mersion. Even the pine districts; whichare extensive In
the south and southwest of “the valley, and towards the
sources of the Mississippi, are not :lf*l‘lk‘ like the same
tracts in the " Atantic eountry. They are generally co-
vered in the summer with a luxuriant growth of grass,
herbage and [amcra, and bring moderate crops of corn,
whe ,1t sweet potatoes, and sarden’ veo: tablos: withoit
manuring. . This natural fertility seems to be owving to the
deep loam stratum of the veg: et \ble soil, and its contain-
1Ng uncommon ]Htl|]“11ti111‘~ of Iun:?:tuuu, triturated, and
perfectly mixed with it. Whatever be the cause, every
Ygaveller has lcmnl\uI, in proportion as he begins<fo de-
scind any of the ridges that form the outline of this val-
ley, that the soil shows a proportionate increase of fertili-
ty. It is not pretended, that there are not here, as else-
1 *
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where, extensive regions consigned to sterility; butenly
that the proportion ‘of fertile smi compared with other
countries, is unusually great.

The climate, thounh every where subject to frequent
changes and the extromes of heat and cold, is generally a
mild and temperate one, presenting an Mmoapheu. with a
fair proportion of cloudless days, and a sky intensely blue
and transparent. In winter it no where has the same a-
mount of snow, as in the corresponding Atlantic latitudes.
Another feature of diversity from the Atlantic country 1s
seen in the vast western prairies. — Probably two-thirds of
the whole surface of this valley are of this character. 'The
term was furnished by the French, the first settlevs of the
country, and imports the:same as the English word mea-
dow. - This term to an American ear generally denotes a
low and wet grass enclosure. Nuthing is farther from the
true import of the term ‘prairie, as applied to the grass
plains of the west. The savannasof Florida and some of
the interior prairies, are wet and nmnh_i ;.but the infinite-
ly larger pmpmlmn is high and dry. Indeed, their desti-
tution ul water is in tfenel'al their tm,.ilmt 1|1rum\ (‘mcnce.
They spread cxtuahtuonmluunlj, lovel to admit of “springs,
and areas too open to evaporation and the direct operation
of the sun’s raysyto retain moisture. It has been generally
asserted, that fioffardrom the shores of the upper Missourl,
Kansas, Platte, Yellow: Stone, Arkansas, and Red Rivers,
the prairies become a sterile and moving sand.  More re-

cent discoveries tend to discredit these assertions.” The
prairies the most remote from rivers are generally found
yielding in the season a mnr‘ arowth of grass, plants, and

ﬂm'ms When American pnpuhltlun ‘-lmli press-upon the
means of subsistence, the vastlevel grass plains with coal

beds and salt springs beneath; will be dotted with houses of

brick and: hedies of thorn, and will be the land of shep-
herds and cultivators..  To encourage this hope, a fact
equally new, beautiful, and lzurlucﬂatlmmhlc has been-set-
tled by C\}}CI ience, that the innocent labors of the cultiva-
tor call down the blessing of the sky upon the earth. = Be-
tween the ]lllbb’llldmdl], the earth, and the atmosphere
there seems a sort of compatibility and contract, that the
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OF THE WEST. 7

one shall till, and the others grant moisture and increase.
Oppression and disease have no sooner banished man
from the plains of Babylon, Persia, and Palestine, tham
the ground parches, the trees disappear, the beasts, and
even the birds depart into exile, and the country, aban-
doned to sterility, becomes a moving sand.  In reverse of
this- order, when the thousands of" square leagues of dry
grass plains west of the Mississippi, shall become the re-
sorts of husbandmen, the granges, the hedges, the young
orchards, the mulberry groves, forming a newalliance
with the sky, will generate showers, arrest the clouds,
and pour innumerable rivulets over all these green wastes.

In regard to the productsof the west, without entering
into details foreign to our plan, we remark four distinct
species of cultivation, predominating in as many ptlidllcl
belts, as we dcscend from .the northern extremity -of the
valley fowards the south. ‘The first is'a zone with products
similar to the northern - Atlantic states; and commencing
at the sources of the Mississippi, and termuntmw at Prai.
rie du Chien, it corresponds to the climate between Mon-
treal and Boston. = The Indian corn of the northern states,
Irish potatoes; rye,” wheat, and cultivated grasses are
raised in perfection. The winfer has an average dura-
tion of five months.

The second belt, commencing at Prairie du Chien, and
terminating at latitude 36 deg., produces the gourd- _seed
corn, rye, wheat, apples, pears, peaches, and sweet pota-
toes. The average winter is four months.  Thenext belt,
reaching from 36 to 81.deg., is the region of cotton. From

30:deg. to the gulf of Mexico is the belt of the sugar cane,
the orange 111(1 fig tree, and the cor responding pm{lu( tions.
Sugar “lnd cotton from these districts eL]IC‘LII‘ constitute a
})[Eldl*“l{)llf- item n the products of the American soil; and
when this valley is peopled and cultivated, as one d 1y it
will be, imagination can hardly limit the extent, to which
these articles will be produced.

The progress of the population of this country is: with-
out any example or parallel in the records of other colo-
nies in ancient or modern times; not excepting even the an-
nalsof the advancement of the Atlantic country.. We can
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remember, when all this country, except the ancient French:
colonies in it, was an unknown and an unpeopled wilder-
ness. The first settlers encountered incredible hardships
and dangers.  Bat only open before Americans a fertile
sotl, and 2, mild clmmlc, and’ their native enterprise, fos-
tered by the stimulant effect of freedom and mild laws; will
overcome every impediment. Sickness, solitude, moun-
tains, the war-hoop, the merciless tomahawk, wolves, pan-
thers, and bears, dear and distanthomes, forsaken forever,
will come over their W aking thoughts, and-revisit their
dreams in vain; to-prevent the young, florid, and unpor-
tioned pair- from ‘scaling remote muunllunb. descending
long rivers, and finally selecting their spot in the imutb.
and. conseerating their SO]ltdi‘V C'me with the dear andsa-
cred name of: hone. =

The following synoptical view will show in a few words,
the 1°~lu111|slunf‘f advance of this pcslnuhltlun. In 1790 the
population of thisivalley, exclusive of the country - west of
the Mississippi and of Florida, which'were not then with-
in our territorial limits, was estimated by enumeration, at
little more ‘than one hufidred thousand. - In 1800 it was
something short of three hundred and eighty thousand.
In 1810 it was short of one million. In 1820, in¢ luding
the population west of the Mississippi, rating the popu-
latien of Florida at twenty thousand, and that of the parts
of Virginia and Pennsylvania meluded in this valley at
three hundred thousand, and it will give the population of.
1820 at two millions five hundred fhousand. THe present
population may be rated at four millions. It will be per-
eeived, that this is an increase; in more than a duplicate
ratio in ten years.

Some considerable allowance must'be made, of course, -
for the flood of immigration, which can not reasonably be
cxpu‘tcd to set this way for the future, as strongly as it
has for the past.  Ohio, with ‘the largest and most dense
population of any of the western states; has‘nearly doubled
her number of inhabitants; between the census of 1820
and 1830. Duringthat interval, her gain by immigration
has hardly eq aalled her Joss by emigration; and of course,
& simply tlmt of natural increase.. In-the rapidify of this
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increase, we believe, this state not only exceeds any other
in the west, but in the world. It is the good natured jest
of all, who travel through the western states, that however
productive in other harvests, they are still more so in an
unequalled crop of flaxen-headed children, the nobler
growth our realms supply! We have a million more
inhabitants than the thirteen good old United States, when,
\ at the commencement of the revolutionary war, they threw
\down the gauntlet in the face of ithe parent country, then
/the most powerful empire on the globe.

Notwithstanding the impression; so generally entertain-
ed in the Atlantic country, that this valley isuniversally
unhealthy, and notwithstanding the necessary admission,
that fever and ague is prevalent to a great and annoying
degree, the stubborn facts above stated, demonstrate, he-
yond all possibility of denial, that no country is more pro-
pitious to increase by natural population. - Wherever the
means of easy, free, and ample subsistence are provided,
itisin the nature and order of human things, that population
should increase rapidly. In such a country, though some
parts of it should prove sickly, perseverance will ultimate-
ly triumph overeven this impediment, the most formidable
of all. - In that fertile region, for its insalubrious districts
are almost invariably those of the highest fertility, immi-
grants will arrive, become sickly and discouraged; and
perhaps, return with an evil report of the country. In the
productive and sickly sections of the south, allured by its
rich products, and its exemption from winter, adventurers
will successively arrive, fix themselves, become sickly,
and it may be, die.  Others, lusting for gain, and with
that recklessness to the future, for wise ends awarded us
by Providence, and undismayed by the fate of those who
haye preceded them, will replace them. By culture, drai-
ning, the feeding of cattle, and the opening the country to
the fever-banishing breeze, the atmosphere is found grad-
ually to meliorate. The inhabitants, taught by experienee
and suffering, come by degrees to learn the chimate, the
diseases, and preventives, and a race will finally stand,
which will possessthe adaptation to the country, which re-
sults from acclimation; and even these sections are found
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in time, to have a degree of natural increase of population
with the rest. Such has proved tobe the steady advance
of things in the sickliest points of the south. The rapidity
of our increase in numbers multiplies the difficulties of
subsistence and stimulates,and sharpens the swarming fa-
culties and propensities in the parent hive,and will cause,
that in due lapse of time and progress of things, every fer-
tile quarter section in this valley will support its family.
Another pleasant circumstance appended to this view
is, that almost the entire population of the valley are cul-
tivators of {he soil. The inhabitants of crowded towns
and villages, the numerous artizans and laborers in manu-
factories, ean' neither be, as a mass, so healthy, so virtuous
or happy, asfree eultivators of the soil. The man whose
daily range of prospect-is dusty streets; or smoky and dead
brick walls, and whose views become limited by habitto
the enclosure of these walls; who depends for his subsist-
ence on the daily supplies of the market, and whose mo-
tives to action are elicited by constant and hourly struggle
and competition with his fellows, will have the advantage
in some points over the secluded tenant of a cabin ora
farm house. - But still, taking every thing into the calcu-
lation, we would choose to be the owner of a half section
of land, and daily contemplate nature, as we tilled the soil,
aided in that primitive and noble occupation by our own
vigorous children, = The dweller in rowns and villages
may have more of the air-and toneof society, and his
daughters may keep nearer to the changes of the fashions.
But we have little doubt, that, in striking the balance of
enjoyment, the latter will be found to be the happier man,
and more likely to have a numerous and healthy family.
The people of the west, with very small deductions, are
cultivators of the soil. ~All, that are neither idle, nor un-
able to labor, have a rural abundance of the articles, which
the soil can furnish, far beyond the needs of the country;
and it is one of our most prevalent complaints, that-this
abundance is far beyond the chances of profitable sale.
The extent, to which the commerce of the country has
been carried, may beinferred fromthe fact, that the annu-
al exports from New Orleans average from twelve to fif~
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teen millions of dollars. Among the items in 1831, wag -
one hundred and fifty-seven thousand three hundred and
twenty-eight barrels of flour, from fifty to eighty thousand
hogsheads of sugar, twelve million pounds of lead, and

two million dollars worth of pork, beside the staples of
cotton and tobacco. 'The whole amount of steam boat
tonnage exceeds fifty thousand tons. Three hundred and

eighty steam boats have been built or run; and more than
two hundred are now actually running upon the western
rivers.

New Orleans, the chief city of the western country,
contains ‘over fifty thousand mhfﬂm‘mts, and more com-
mercial business is transacted in it than in any other of the
size in America. Cincinnati, the next largest town, con-
tains over thirty thousand inhabitants; and few towns in
the: United States surpass it in huml} Pittsburgh, a
town of immense manufacturing business and resources,
contains with-its suburbs twenty-two thousand four hun-
dred and thirfy-three inhabitants.. Louisville, a large
commercial town of Kentucky, contains upwards of ten
thousand inhabitants.  St. Lﬂmf: Nashville, Lexington,
and Zanesville, are large and growing towns; and hun-
dreds of villages are 111111(”\ '1(1\ ancing to the same rank.
Towers, chure htw, manufactories; senmnnm,and institu-
11011" dare ‘\l’ll]]‘!""lll(r UP on {\-(‘I\ "\IIE(1

Before we proceed to present sketches of the adventu-
rous spirits, who preceded in the discovery and settlement
of this vast valley, we give in a compressed and tabular -
view, some-of its most interesting physical, moral, and
pahua:'ll features.

It contains four-fifths of the area of the United States.
The Missouri exceeds three thousand miles in length.
The Mississippi has a course of two thousand eight hun-
dred; the Arkansas of two thousand five hundred: Red
R;vm of one thousand eight hundred; the Ohio of one
thousand five hundred; White River of one thousand two
hundred; and Tennes sea'of the s same extent —some of the
rivers of the Missouri, as the Platte and Yellow Stone,
haye courses of equal length.

Proceeding on a less ratio of increase, than that which
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. has marked the progress of western population from the

commencement of its settlement, in the year 1850 this
valley will contain ten millions of' mhabitants, or more
than half the population of the whole United States, Of
course, the balance of physical power will be west of the
Allelrlmuy mountains, - Another mtetestmﬂ' circumsiance
may be mentioned. So far as physical conﬁuumlmn and
relative position may be supposed capable of. influencing
the physical and moral destinies of a couniry,.there is no
one of the same extent on the earth, every part of whichis
so intimately connected with every other part by physical
relations and mutual necessities,as the eastern and west-
ern, the northern and southern divisions of this great val-
ley. Of course, sectional feeling will be less likely to
arise, as -a cause of jealousy, severance, and disunion
between the several members of the western confederaey:.
Enlighteried nationality 1s a great }m]lil( al cul\dn[d'fc
which this region, in the natural order of things, r-uuht
to possess in an uncommon degree. - - No country has the
natural means of such easy and rapid interchange be-
tween its remotest extremities, and the inhabitahts have
every inducement to become a social people.

There were supposed to be in 1832 four thousand five
hundred churches of the different denominations of Chris-
tians, thirty colleges and larger seminaries, with a rapid-
ly increasing number of primary and common schools,
The militia in 1832 was about four hundred and thirty
thousand.

When we take into view the extent of this valley, the

. uncounted millions of acres of fertile lands, yet to be

redeemed from the wilderness, when we measure the
probable increase by the astonishing actual ratio of the
past, a measure of increase unparallelled in the annals of
colonization, we can not but contemplate this vast, fair,
and fertile valley, in the centre of our great continent,
with an elevated moral interest.. While the broad and
calculating reach of anticipation extends to the generations
to come, and imagines what will be the influence of this
new empire upon the history of the future, we should be
lost to ourselves, and the common sentiments of human



N 0 UR e WP ey W

D

@GO

H O m RS e

OF THE WEST. i3

nature, if we did not turn with a keen and enquiring spirit
to ask, who and what were the discoverers and pioneers
of tlus country, who laid the foundations of ifs present
improvements “and future prospects?

In the days of ancient fable, discovérers and founders
were reputed after their death to be demi-gods. Temples
were reared to them; and their achievements were inscri-
bed upon monumental marble and brass. More enlight-
ened, not we would hope at the expense of grateful sensi-
blht) y we will place the great names of the founders of our

~empire before our children. We will cause their eyes to

glisten by“the recital of their deeds of daring thelr spirit
of self sacrifice, their heroie conflictsyand their lonely toils.
Incunlemplatmgthemtwpldlt\ heroism dl‘-ll]iOlQ‘-tL(IllPSS,
and capability of endurance of our II}ICIH]]CI:}, we present
a new and more elevated standard of imitation to their pos-
terity, born in times and under circumstances tending to
foster effeminacy and selfishness. It can never be useless
to contemplate these images of stern self control, of sub-
lime vigor and persev erance. In seeing what men have
been, and may be, we find the best incitements to arrest
the downward tendency to indolence, self indulgence, and
pusillanimity. We shall attempt, with these 1ntentlur1 to
pass the chief of these mighty and master spirits reuew
i the following chapters

CHAPTER IL

DISCOVERY AND CONQUEST OF FLORIDA, AND SEPTLEMENT
ON THE MISSISSITPIL.

A sketch of these events, though almost an episode‘in
the annals of w c-[em]uamn from the little influence that
Florida has exerted upon the western country, is due to a
general and chronological view of the subject. Florida was

the first part of this valley known to the inhabitants of Eu-
£
et
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rope. 'This country had been discovered and occupied by
the Spaniards nearly forty years, before any definite know-
ledge of the Mississippi, as the' mighty river of the western
interior, had been obtained.

Cuba, as the most fertile and conspicuous of the West
Indies, or Antilles, was among the earliest Spanish settle-
ments.  Havana early became the most important city
in this western archipelago, the central point of its commu-
nications, the depot of its products, and the arsenal whence
were fitted out its expeditions for discovery and conquest.

So near are the keys of Florida to Havana, that the
naval communications of that great mart could not be kept
up without making the discovery of the Floridas, as an in-
cidental event of course. It is probable, that Sebastian
Cabot, the English navigator, saw the shores of this coun-
try, in a few years after the discovery of the continent by
Columbus.  But the effective discovery must be:conceded
to-the Spanish navigator, Juan Ponce de Leon,in 1512;
that is about twenty years afier the discovery of America.
The Spanish chronicles relate, that he undertook this voy-
age in consequence of aspopular tradition, which prevail-
ed at Cuba, that somewhere in the interior of Florida,there
was a precious spring fountain, whose waters had the pro-
perty of imparting rejuvenescence,and afterwards perpet-
uating perennial youth. Having plundered the empire of
Montezuma and the Incas of immense masses of gold, it
would have been an admirable appendage to the acquisi-
tion of these greedy adventurers, to have lived in immortal
youth in the possession of theirill gotten gains.

He fitted out a small squadron from Cuba, and steered
across the gulf to the continent, in search of this fountain
of perpetual youth. He discovered land on Easter day,
and gave it the name of Florida, from the Spanish name of
that festival, pasqua de flores, the festival of flowers; or,
according to Herera, from the appearance of the country,
which at the time of the discovery, was covered with abun-
dant flowers. If this were the origin of the name Florida,
or the flowering country, the catalpa and magnolia, the wild
pink shrubberies, fringing the shores of the streams, and
the white blossoms of the cornus Florida would indeed give
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reason that it should be so called, the aspect of the coun-
try in early spring being that of'a ‘boundless waste of flows
ers of the most brilliant colors and fragrant odors.

The adventurer debarked his C_\[JGdIlIDIl. He wander-
ed into the interior, and found plenty of fish and game, but
no fountain of rejuvenescence. On the contrary, he soon

. met bands of fierce and determined savages, very ’difforent
| from the docile, timid, and efliminate Indmn&. of Cuba. He
'_ was glad to escape these conflicts by a rapid retreat to the
shore, whenw he debarked for the islands.

Gn]dlva fasques, Garay, Allyon, and Narvaes fitted
out successive expeditions for discovery, chiefly in se: arch
of‘mines, between 1518 and 1528, These C\lJL.LllIlUIh pre-
sent little of “interest, except the cupidity and perfidy ofthe
Spanish in their auunpt to carry off the natives,as %hnos,
and the fierce retaliations of the natives. The expeditions
all ended in ineffectual e\plomtlons, defeats, storms,
wrecks, and disappointment.

The attempt of Ferdinand de Soto, governor of Cuba,
was a more sustained enterprise, contemplating noless than
the conquest and colonization of Flerida. He sailed from
Havana with a powerful armament of nine ships, manned
with a thousand men, and carrying two hundred and fifty
horses, and various kinds of live stock, indicating a pur-
pose to establish a colony. This formidable array was
headed by a leader, who, unlike most of the Spanish ad-
venturers, sought glory, m[hu than gold.. In a-constant
succession of skirmishes with the natives, he penetrated
the interior, as far as the country of the Chickasaws, re-
turning on his steps from that regionto the Mississippi, be-
ing probably the first European who ever saw it above
the mouth. He crossed it near the point where Red Riv-
er enters. It is likely, that he had very little idea either
of the extent or magnitude of either of those rivers. On
the latter he encamped, sickened, and died. He had ren-
dered himself so much an object of hatred and terror to the
Indians, that, either to conceal the knowledge of his death,
or prevent his body from violation, it was enclosed in a
rude coffin, made from the section of a hollow tree, and
sunk in the river. His followers, reduced to two hundred
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and fifty in number, and brought to the last degree of want
and despair, were glad to fly from these wild and inhospita-
ble forests, and Florida was once more left without an Eu-
ropean inhabitant,

The illustrious protestant admiral CU]ID’H}, go celebra-
ted in French history, formed the project of establishing
on these remote shores a colony of Hugunots, as the pro-
testants were called in France, in order to furnish them an
asylum from [‘lClSCCUtlUI‘J, in the wilderness. Charles of
France, anxious to get rid of his subjects of this description,
furthered the project. An expedition to form a settlement
was accordingly fitted out, and the command given to Fran-
cois Ribault. - The colonists were landed not far from the
present position of St. Augustine. On the eastern shore
of the bay of St. Joseph he built a fort, which the French
writers contend, was the first European fortification erect-
ed east of the Mississippi river. In honor of the king of
France, it was called fort Charles, and a number of pro-
testants settled there.

This ill-fated colony suffered disasters from disaffection,
mutiny, and hunlrez',amomr themselves, and from intention-
al abandonment by the parentcountry. After a consider-
able interval of time, Ribault arrived with seven ships and
adequate reinforcements from France, but it was only to
draw from the new settlement all the men that could be
spared, for an attack upon the Spanish fleet in those seas.
M. de Laudoniere was left in command; but with a foree
unequal to its defence. Inthe absence Ui Ribault, it was
attacked by Don Pedro Menendez, who commanded a Span-
ish force from the Antilles, c,hrugcd by the king of Spain
to extirpate the heretics from Florida, and pl'mt orthodox
Spanish catholics, in their place. He fulfilled his detesta-
ble mission to the letter, attacking, and carrying the fort by
storm. - All that escaped the sword, were immediately
hung, with this inscription labelled on their backs: ‘notas
heretics, but as enemies of God and the Virgin.” A re-
spectable protestant gentleman felt his splrlt stirred to a-
venge the massacre of his countrymen, and the heirs of his
faith, by his own private resources. He fitted out a small
armament, sailed to the country, enlisted a numher of In~

e
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dians exasperated with the conductof the Spanish garrison,
as allies, attacked the fort, and after a severe resistance
carried it. All that survived the assault; were hung on
the same trees, from which the miserable French had been
suspended, with this retaliating label on their backs: “not
as Spaniards, or soldiers, but as traitors and assassing.’
Such are the revolting results of bigotry in all time.

Detailed views of the history of Florida, from their little
connexion with the setllement and political fortunes of the
west, will not be here introduced. ~ This extensive plain
of savannas, lakes, and pine woods soon returned to the
possession of the Spaniards, whose possession of Cuba and
the Antilles gave them peculiar facilities for retaining 1it;
and it remained in their occupancy nearly half a century.
It never reached any considerable extent of population or
political importance; and was chiefly valuable to Spain, on
account of its cooler and healthier temperature, than Cu-
ba; and its extensive pasturage, furnishing cattle to the
sarrison and inhabitants of Havana,

The first efficient settlement of, the Mississippi valley
must be traced to the French, and was a germ of the im-
portant colony of Canada. Previously, therefore, to en-
tering on that history, we premise a few brief sketches of
the settlement of Canada. = The discovery of this country
was by Gasper Cortereal, a Portuguese navigator i 1500.
He first saw the great river Si. Lawrence. He coasted
the shores of Newfoundland and Labrador; and while pur-
suing his explorations in the interior, he and his assoclates
were slain in those inhospitable forests by the natives.
'The patriarch of the French colonies in North America
was James Cartier, an experienced mariner of St. Malo,
who sailed April 20, 1534, with two ships and one hun-
dred and twenty-two men for Newfoundland. During this
voyage he discovered the bay of Chaleur, and the oulf of
St Lawrence. In 1535 he sailed a second time, under a
royal commission, with- three ships and a large number of
young adventurers, of  distinction, elate with the hope of
meeting similar golden fortunes with the first Spanish ad-
venturers. On this second voyage he discovered the St.
Lawrence, and sailed up that noble stream one hundred
. 9%
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leagues. He made extensive explorations along the shores
as faras the Isle of Orleans, ingratiated himself with many
of the savage tribes; and by a union of stratagem and force,
carried a chief of one of their tribes to France. But being
able to raise no expectations of finding gold and silver in
abundance, the only inducements in thal age, which temp-
ted the cupidity of princes to attempt colonies, the country
was abandoned.

Enthusiasm pushed this adyenturer to continual efforts
to magnify the importance of his discovery, and the utility
of colonizing it. In 1540 he persuaded Francois de la
Roche, a nobleman of Picardy, to furnish him the means
of effecting a settlement in Canada. Cartier wasappoin-
ted to the command of five ships, and countenanced by a
royal commission. Ou the 23d of August, 1540, this ex-
pedition arrived at St Croix, and sailed up the St. Law-
rence four leagues above that point, where he built on a
high cliff the first fortification, called Charleshourg, at no
great distance from the present position of Quebee, where
he passed the winter. The journal of the first winter spent
there speaks of ice two fathoms thick, and snow more than
four feet deep; and of that bitter and unrelenting severity
of a Canadian winter, too well confirmed by subsequent
acquaintance with the climate. This extreme severity,
pressing upon unacclimated ad venturers, poorly supplied
with comfortable shelter and comforts, produced the natu-
ral results of wasting and mortal sickness. Yet the banks
of the magnificent St. Lawrence furnished a rich soil, and
delightful habitations, during the brief warm summer of
the climate. The connexion of this mighty river with the
vast northern lakes, and the valley of the Mississippi, the
immense mart thence opened for trading with the nafives,
and the consequent resources of the fur trade, together
with the peculiar aptitude of the French for that trade, and
for coneiliating the savages, soon gave solidity and impor-
tance to the settlements in this inclement region. - These
advantages enabled the colony to surmount the severity of
the climate, occasional wars with the Indians,and even the
conquest of the English, to whom the colony surrendered
in 1628, one hundred and thirty years before its final con-
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quest by Wolfe. It was shortly after restored to France;
and continued to advance in population, wealth, and 1IMpor=
tance. . Lying in the rear of New England and New York,
and encircling the northern frontier of those provinees, it -
continued for the space of a gentury to menace the conquest
of those colonies, and to send forth expeditions of French
and Indians, to plunder and harass those incipient settle-
ments; and to fill their early annals with chronicles of the
border wars with the Canadians,  From the earliest peri-
ods of the foundation of Quebec and Montreal, the French
aptitude to ingratiate themselves with the Indians had been
conspicuous.  'The colonists began early to cohabit with
the Indian women, and to display that inclination for hun-
ting, and trapping, and becoming, in their phrase, expert
courcurs du bois, or woodmen, which has marked their
character from that time to this. T hey were not slow in
discovering the astonishing and instinctive shrewdness of
the Indians, in pursuing their long excursions through for-
ests,and along rivers and lakes, in pursuit of furs and game.
Associating and identifying themselves with them, the
French soon became more expert hunters and trappers
than the natives themselyes. Adopting their manners and
tastes at first from policy, they soon imbibed them by in-
clination and temperament, becoming a great community
of woodmen. In their hunting and trapping expeditions
along the vast shores, and numberless waters, and unexplo-
red forests, and deserts of the northern lakes, they were not
long in obtaining some indefinite conceptions from the In-
dians of a river of vast length and magnitude, which pur-
sued a course directly opposite that of the St. Lawrence,
and which rolled through almost interminable forests into
an unknown sca.

We have seen, that the English had seen the mouth of
the Mississippi, soon after the first discovery of America.
But it was only to discover an apparent arm of the sea,
winding through the vast marshes of the Balize. The Span-
ish colonists of Florida must have often seen the Mississip-
pl.  Bat they had never surveyed it much above the mouth
of Red River, that is to say, only a short section of'its low-
er course, through its deep swamps and forests. The ex-
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tent of the vast stream, the almost numberless rivers that
enter it, the great and fertile valley watered by it had not
even entered their coneceptions.

"The honor of the efficient discovery of the Mississippi,
probably belongs to the fathgrs Marquette and Joliette,
two French missionaries from Canada; who were detailed
for that object by M. de Talon. ~They started on them
journey of discovery from Quebec with three dssociates.
They traversed the immense lakes in a birch bark periogue,
ascended lake Michigan to the bay of St. Joseph; and
thence, it is supposed, over the present accustomed portage
from that bay to-the Ouisconsin, and down that river to the
Mississippi, and thence down that stream, through its for-
ests; and passing the mouthsof its tributaries, to the Arkan-
sas. Those early French discoverers seem all to have been
distinguished by a full measure of the vivacity of their na-
tional enthusiasm. That imagination must be cold, that
does not kindle in view of the grandeur of the forests, trib-
utaries; precipices; prairies, animals, and birds discovered
in a summer descent of that river, even at the present time,
when the visions of fancy all have yielded to the often re-
peated surveys of experience. We need not admire, that
those explorers saw in the numberless swans and water-
fowls on the undisturbed bosom of the stream,in the fishes
beneath its pellucid wave, in -the tangle of grape vines
on its shores, in the buffaloes and other wild animals of its
forests and prairies, in the numerous tribes of red men a-
long its shores, in its majestic sweep down its dark woods,
in the grand bluffs, the influx of the mighty and turbid Mis-
sourt, the grand-tower, and other precipices not far above
the mouth of the Ohio, the entrance of that majestic and
placid stream, in short, of forest, prairie, bird, beast, and
production along such a prodigious length of unexplored
empiré of the fancy, ample materials for all the exag-
cerations, which we find recorded in the journal of their
voyage.

It could not be expected, that these fathers on their re-
turn, would undervalue the merit of their discovery, or un-
derrate the beauty and advantages of the river and country,
they had explored. M. de la Salle, commandant of fort
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Frontiniac on lake Ontario, a needy adventurer, possessed
of rank; courage, and talents, yielded his imagination to the
contemplation of thisdiscovery. Toexplore the Mississip-
pi, which had as yet only been discovered, promised fame,
wealth, success. The exhausted condition of his finances
offered sufficiently formidable obstacles to an enterprise,
which could not be prosecuted without money. At the
close of the summer of 1669, by the greatest exertions, he
had built, and equipped a small vessel, called the Griffin,
at the lower extremity of lake Erie, near the present posi-
tion of Buffalo. It was the first structure of the kind, that
had ever been seen on these unexplored inland seas. The
company consisted of thirty-four men, among whom was
father Lewis Hennepin, a Franciscan friar, and the inter-
esting chronicler of this voyage. Intheir progress along
the lake coast, they were joined by many other woodmen,
eager to explore the country west of the lakes. By the
time their vessel had reached the bay of St. Joseph, it was
already full-freighted with a valuable cargo of furs and pel-
tries; and debarking the adventurers on the western shore
of the lake, the vessel was despatched back with her cargo.
But as she stopped on herreturn, she was arrested, and
burned by the savages, and all her crew massacred. By _
this disaster the number of the adventurers was reduced to _i
thirty-four, -and their communication with Canada in a 4
measure cut off. From lake Michigan they ascended the
Chicago; and, passing through the table lake at its source,
they descended the des Plaines and the Illinois to Peoria
lake, where they builta fort, and passed the winter. They
called the fort Creve coeur, or broken heart, either, as
some say, from their own want and sufferings, during the
winter, or, as others affirm, from its being the position of a
bloody battle between the Iroquois and Illinois Indians, in
which the latter were defeated, and, beside the slain, suf-
fered a loss of eight hundred prisoners, carried by theiren-
emy into eaptivity. In the spring de La Salle returned
with those men to Canada, to procure supplies and rein-
forcements,

In tle absence of the commandant, the father Hennepin
was instructed to ascend the Mississippi to its sources;
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: j while La Salle on his return proposed to descend the river

- 38 to its mouth; so that between them, the exploration of the
river might be complete.

The father left the fort in the spring with two associates,
to-accomplish his part of the plan. He reached the Mis-
sissippi, March 8th, 1680. Having arrived there, wheth-
er he found it easier to descend, than ascend the current,
or whether he deemed that more fame would result from 3
the downward, than the upward exploration, does not ap-
’ pear. But he descended the Mississippi from the mouth
of the Tllinois to the Balize in'sixteen days. 'The discrep-
ancies and exaggerations in hisjournal, and the very short
i period occupied in the descent, have induced some histori-
ans to view his whole narrative with doubt. ~ But a peri-
i ogue with a moderate useof oars, during the spring floods, =
and floating night and day, would easily descend the river '

It from that point to the Balize in sixteen days. His journal
| records a fact of more difficult credibility, than'the rapidi-
1 ty-of his descent,to wit, that on his return he ascended the
river from the mouth of the Tllinois to the falls of St. Antho-
ny. Thence he returned to Canada, and embarked im-
mediately for France.  He there published his travels in
the most splendid style, and dedicating his book to the great
minister Colbert. = The country received the name of Lou-
{ isiana, in honor of Liouis X1V, then on the throne of
| France.
La Salle, in the mean time, delighted with the country
of the Illinois, put in requisition every resource, which his
exhausted means would allow, to furnish another expedi-
tion to that region. A crowd of adventurers joined him
to push their fortunes in these unexplored countries. They
reached the Mississippi in 1683. =~ With these associates
he founded the villages of Kaskaskia and Cahokia, in the ‘
fertile alluvion near the Mississippi, since called the A- ‘
merican bottom; and these are the oldest settlements in 1
what may be properly called the Mississippi valley. Hav- :
ing given his friend M. de Tonti the command of this little
colony, he hastened back to Canada, and thence to France, |
w order to enlist the French ministry in co-operation with B -
his views. ]
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One of his first objects was to convince the ministry of
the existence of that astonishing inland water communi-
cation, which nature has furnished between the gulf of St.
Lawrence and of Mexico, which unites these distant points
by an almost unbroken chain of nearly four thousand miles
in length.  He first comprehended, and suggested that plan,
upon which the French government afterwards so steadily
acted, of extending a chain of communications from one
point to the other, thus drawing a hostile arch, like a bow,
round every point of the English colonies, save that which
was shielded by the ocean: and thus insulating these set-
tlements within this impassable barrier. Communications
being thus formed between Canada, the lakes, and the up-
per Mississippi, it was necessary to the completion of this
. plan to commence an establishment at the mouth of the

river.

La Salle obtained from the king the command of a squad-
ron to explore the mouth of the Mississippi.by the Mexi-
can gulf. The expedition sailed, August, 1684 ; but stcer-
ing too far to the westward, instead of reaching the mouth
of the Mississippi, they made land more than one hundred
leagues west of the Balize; in the bay of St. Bernard; in
the present country of Texas. One of his vessels was
stranded on the bar af the entrance of the bay. He final-
ly succeeded in landing his followers on the banks of the
Gaudaloupe. They soon raised a fortification, which pro-
tected them from the continual assaults of the savages.
But they were visited with disease; and in want, and in
utter ignorance of their position on these desolate prairies,
they found their condition inexpressibly lonely and hope-
less.

The unquenchable spirit of this brave man impeiled him
to incredible efforts to rescue the band of associates, thus
attached to his fortunes, from impending destruction. His
first effort was with twenty followers to reach the Missis-
sippi, and ascend it to the colony of his friend M. de Tonti.
The nearest point of the Mississi ppion the line of his march
was not less than five hundred miles. His route was
through a country wholly unknown, and peopled with va-
rious tribes of Indians; and presented an endless success.

i
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1on of swamps, forests, prairies, and rivers. In advancing
into these unknown solitudes, the Indians received them
with the' utmost kindness; domesticating the wanderers,
and offering them their wives, their game, and the shel-
ter of their cabins, with a boundless hospitality. Four of
his licentious followers left him to domesticate themselves
with the savages. Sickness, desertion, and weariness com-
pelled him in weakness and discouragement to retrace his
way to the fort of St. Bernard.

In a few days they resumed courage to renew their at-
temptto journeyover land to the Illinois. T'wo long months
they wandered in a north-west direction through the un-
known forests and prairies. At length they encamped in
a beautiful plain, where game abounded, and where they
were welcomed by a tribe of Indians. De La Salle here
halted, to allow his exhausted companions relaxation and
repose. The Indians made them free of their cabins, as
on’their former journey. Delighted with this unbridled
license, wearied with toil, and excited by the example-of
the deserters on the former trip, theseunprineipled recruits
from the'populace of a French city, abandoned their com-
mander and joined the Indians.  Upbraided by their com-
mander, to treachery they added murder. They first as-
sassinated a party which La Salle had sent out to hunt,
among which was his ‘nephew. La Salle, aware of this
mufinous spirif, and uneasy about the fate of the huntmg
party, set out in search of them. His gloomy presenti-
ments were soon realized. Scarcely had he discovered
their dead bodies before he fell himself under the fire of
the mutineers. * Thus died this distinguighed adventurer,
identified with the earliest periods of European acquain-
tance with the Mississippi valley, alike illustrious by-his
merits, his courage, and his misfortunes. History has not
clearly seftled at what point of his route he foll.  Some
of the ill-fated colony, which heleft at St. Bernard, were
murdered by the savages, and the remainder were catied
captive into the interior of Mexico, by a Spanish detach-
ment from New Leon.

The mutineers soon quarrelled among themselves. In
the quarrel the two persons that fired upon La Salle, in
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the re-action of justice, inflicted death upon each other,
T'wo priests of the party became penifent for having wink-
ed at the assassination, and furnished these incidents. Sev-
en of the company only remained, who, guided by these
priests, and conducted h\ the Indian tribes on their w ay,
finally reached the Arkansas, where they found a Frene h
colony from Canada, that had just formed a seitlement
there,

Charlevoix throws a melancholy interest over the fate
of the other great discoverer of Louisiana, father Mar-
quette. Previous to his discovery of the ] ]thurmn‘ he
had been a laborious and devoted missionary among ‘the
Canadian tribes of Indians. He was still prosecuting his
travels with great ardor., On his return from Chicago to
Michilimacinac, he enteredariver of lake Michigan, which
bore his name. He requested his followers to land, ini-
mating a presentiment that he should end his.days on that
lonely shore. © They landed, and at his request raised a
rude altar, at which he celebrated mass, afterwards re-
questing, that he might be left to offer thanks to God alone
for half'an hour.  When they roturned, the apostle of the
wilderness had expired.

Both La Salle and Marquette furnish affecting exam-
ples of the evanescence of human records. The place
where they were buried, is unknown.

The Sp: aniards and the French seem i:: have been alike
aware, that these b eginnings would be the germ ul a great
empire. The w hole gmhc of each nation Nllﬂit‘l(‘[lil} -
timates, with how much jealousy the one nalwn watched
the t:ulumal movements of the other. The ¢ p(.nl rds of
Florida had founded Pensacola in west Florida, obyic yusly
asamilitary post, to watch and overawe the French colo-
nial attempts in these regions. Ibberville, by order of the
king of France, sailed for Louisiana,ace u:n{mntw' by three
considerable 5]11;», of war. In March, 1699, after explor-
mg much of the Florida shore, they (,nluui the Mississip-

pi. On that river they hecilme acquainted with many of

the native tribes, and entered into amicable negotiations
with them. The expedition terminated by eqml:llslnnrr a
colony at Biloxi, in Biloxi bay, a position equally remarka-
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ble for ifs healthand sterility. = It was fortified, garrisoned
by a few soldiers, buccaneers, and Canadians, and left in
the command of M. de Bienville.

In May following, the governor of Biloxi set outon an
exploring expedition on the Mississippi. In that river he
discovered at eighteen leagues from the sea, an English
vessel named the Ban, which had left a consort at the mouth
of the river. The English captain assured him, that he
wished to plant a colony there under the protection of the
French, if he could obtain for it liberty of conscienee, in
which case four hundred families would emigrate to it from
Carolina. He was assured, that the king of France had
not expelled heretics from his kingdom at home, to estab-
lish them in a republic in the new world. The English-
man was in doubt, whether he was in the Mississippi or
not; and Bienville, glad to avail himself of his ignorance,
assured him, that this was not the Mississippi, which was
much farther to the west, but a river of Canada under the
jurisdiction of his master. Deceived in this way, the Eng-
lish captain was induced to put his ship about, and to leave
the river. This point has hence borne the name of the
English turn.

[n December, 1699, Ibberville arrived with two large
ships of war from France. With him came thirty miners,
and sixty Canadians accompanied by M. de Seuer, who had
been an.extensive traveller in Canada; and they were en-
Joined to ascend the Mississippi, and form an establish-
ment near its sources, and particularly to explore a mine
of terre verte, which had been discovered in that resion by
M. de Thuillier. With this force M. de Seuer dscended the
Mississippi, and established a fort on an island in the Mis-
sissippl, reputed to be two hundred leagues above the mouth
of the Illinois. It was, probably, that which is now called
Roek island, at the mouth of Rock river. It was intended
to overasve: the Indians at the sources of the river, and
along-the shores-of lake Superior,—Ile returned-thence to
Montreal, taking with him chiefs of the Sauteurs and Sioux.
being the first of those tribes, that had ever been seen in
Canada. They were won by the gifts and kindness of the
governor of that city, to whom they presented as many ar-
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rows, as they numbered warriors in their tribe.  These
were the seerets by which the French gained such an uns
bounded influence over the Indians of the Mississippi valley.

Ibberville, informed of the attempt of the English to
establish themselves on the lower Mississippi, determined
to anticipate them. He embarked on that river with four
small vessels, loaded with provisions, and manned with fif-
ty men, in January, 1700, Ina poesition eighteen leagues
above the Balize, he built a fort on the bank of the river,
near the present position of Placquemine.

Accompanied by M. de Bienville he set out from this
fort to visit the famous tribe of Natehez, and another In-
dian tribe inhabiting a lake south-west of the Mississippi,
believed to be that at present denominated Sicily ilsand.
On the third day of their ascent, they reached the chief
town of the Natchez, situated near the present town of that
name. They found a missionary from Canada already
among them. The great sun chicf of the Natchez visited
ther in state, borne on a litter, and accompanied by six
hundred men. They noted in the manners of this chief
more dignity and native politeness, than they had yet seen
m any of these petty sovereigns. His authority was des-
potic.  On the decease of a chief of hi srank, it was the
custom for his domestics and wives to devote themselyes to
death, to be ready to serve him in the land of souls, as on
earth. Their traditions affirmed, that their former popu-
lation had exceeded two hundred thousand; and that the
had then possessed nineteen hundred sun chiefs: though at
this time the number was reduced to seventeen. The y had
a temple of the sun, in which they preserved a perpetual
fire, and on the altar of which they offered the first fruits
of their harvest, and of the proceeds of their game. It was
an article of their faith, that brave warriors, who had kil-
led many men and buffaloes, would dwell in the world fo
come, in a charming country, abounding in abundance of

=111}, game, and frufs, and enjoying perennial sunshine;

while the spirits of the imbecile and peaceable would be
exiled to a land of lakes and marshes, where all their sub-
sistence would be fish and alligators.  We may remark,
in passing, that at this time the Mississippi forests aboun-
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ded with buffaloes and other game, rendering the subsist-
ence of these first French expeditions on the river, affairs
of comparative ease. During this visit of the French, the
temple of the:sun was struck by lightning and burnt. ~ To

appease the Great Spirit, a.lppmcd to be angry, the Natch-
ez sacrificed four children in the flames, and would have
offered more.but for the determined opposition of the French.

About this time Bienville conducted an exploring expe-
dition far to the west. He ascended the Washita to the
pmnt of the Warm Springs and crossed thence to Red Riv-

, passing through a pleasant country, and becoming ac-
qlmmtui with many Indian tribes before unknown, partic-
ularly the Natchitoches. Biloxi was visited by a Span-
ish expedition, attempting in vain to expel the French from
that post. It was soon after voluntarily abandoned by the
French, and a fortestablished at T\Iuhllo in its place.

The Canadian wanderers of the wonds and waters, in ex-
ploring the St. Peters of the upper Mississippi, had failed
to find ores of copper in the Zerre verte. Butthey had be-
come well acquainted with the Sacs, Sioux, and the vari-
ous dwellers with barbarous names in those far wilderness-
es. They had been most egregiously deceived by the con+
fident tales of an 1mpus:tm. who pretended to have dis-
covered mines of unexampled richness on the Missouri.
Search for these mines brought them acquainted with the
extensive lead mines, which, however, yielded gains too
slow and moderate to satisfy their greedy and inflamed
imaginations.

[n 1702 news arrived in these forests, that France and
Spain had declared war with England. Tn 1703 the Eng-
lish made an unavailing effort; with a fleet of sev enteen
vessels, aided by two thousand savages, to take St. Augus-
tine in Bast Florida. = Atan early perlod in the annals of
these settlements, it became a p'ut of the French policy to
gather from the streets andmagdalens of the French towns
poor girls, and to'send them to this: remote colony; where
they were generally married to the colonists on the night
of theirarrival. The history of one of the girls, thus sent
out, presents a series of incidents surpassing in interest
\ and pathos the fictions of romance. About this time the
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annals of Louisiana begin to give details of the wars be-
tween the Choetaws, in alliance with the French, and the
Chickasaws, who were friends of the English.  An mnci-
dent, which occurred near Mobile in 1705, affords stri-
king views of savage character.

The Chickasaws had sold a number of families of the
Choctaws, who had visited them in time of peace, as slaves
to the English. This exasperated the latter to reveuge.
It happened, that seventy Chickasaws of both.sexes were
on a visit to the French fort at Mobile. In returninghome,
they were obliged to pass through the country of the Choc-
taws, now at war with them. In their embarrassment,
they besought M. de Bienville to grant them an escorl of
French soldiers, to protect them on their return. He coi-
sented, and a captain and twenty-five soldiers were detail-
ed for this service. They arrived near the chief Choctaw
town. The Choctaw chiefs invited the Chickasaws to a
talk, assuring them, that they did not mean to hinder their
return, but only to reproach them for their perfidy in the
hearing of the French. The Chickasaws had it not 1N
their power to refuse, and gathered to hear the talk. 'The
Choctaw chief placed himself in a large open’ space, Sur-
rounded by an immense circle of three thousand of his war-
yiors. He then began his harengue, reproaching them in
the most cutting #terms with the falsehood and cruelty of
their late attempt upon his people. When he had exhaust-
ed his stores of invective, he lowered his calumet, as the
signal for their death,  Instantly thousands of arrews
were despatched at them, and they fell.  “In circumscri-
bing the circle, and in the fury of their revenge, many
Choctaws were killed by the arrows of their own people.
Among others, Bienville was slightly wounded. He
was escorted back to Mobile by three hundred Choctaw
warriors. :

Ibberville, the great patron of this first French colony,
died in 1707, and La Salle, one of the patriarchs of Lou-
isiana, in 1710. In this year an English buccaneer with
his crew, made a descent upon Isle au Dauphine, plunder-
ing it of fifty thousand dollars. About the same time the

French and Spanish settlers began to be embarrassed by
3%
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the interference of the English of Carolina with the Indi-
ans in their vieinity, contracting alliances with them, and
presenting a menacing aspect upon their eastern borders.
In 1716 Bienville had orders to establish settlements at
Natchez, and even as high as the Wabash. In a quarrel
with the Natchez, five French were slain by them and six
made prisoners. Arriving there, Bienville summoned the
“chiefs to a conference, in which they readily consented to
give up their prisoners, but made more difficulty about sur-
rendering the authors of the murders. Upon this, the mur-
derers were immediately imprisoned by the French. He
then obtained the promise, that White-head, the chief of
the murderers, should be put to death. Another chief: of
inferior rank immediately offered himself to die in his stead.
Bienville finally proposed peace to them, on condition, that
they should send him the head of Big-beard, one of the
murderers, and build a fort for the French, with which they
complied, and thus became accessories to their own sub-
jugation;

In October of 1716, M. de St. Denis, after having tray-
elled to Mexico, arranged a plan in concert with the Vice-
roy of that'country, to establish missions among the tribes
of natives at Nacogdoches, Adayes, and Ayache; and M.
de Lia Motte was sent to commence an establishment at
Natchitoches on Red River. At this time, the colony of
Mobile numbered seven b4 P~ 3 sonls, and possessed four
hundred horned cattle. Hitherto agriculiaic, t..2 most es-
sential interest of a colony, had been almost entirely neg-
lected. The government at length became enlichtened fo

see the advantages of establishine a colony on the Missis-

sippi, that should devote itself to raising provisions. The
growing of silk, indigo, rice, and tobacco were the first ar-
ticles proposed. It was judged also, that Florida could
furnish the parent country with pitch, tar, and other naval
supplies.  New Orleans was selected as the spot on which
to commence the new agricultural colony. The settle-
ment was commenced in 1717.  The forest trees were cut
down, and about one hundred and fifty persons were
established in cabins among the dead trees, where that
great commercial city now stands.

———
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OF THE WEST.

CHAPTER III.
ANGLO-AMERICAN SETTLEMENTS.

T first efforts towards the settlement of the Mississi ppi
valley were made by the French, at its three remotest
and opposite points, on the Illinois, and at Kaskaskia,
whence their settlements extended across the Mississippi
to St. Genevieve and St. Louis; on the Mexican gulf at
Biloxi and Mobile, and on the lower Mississippi at New
Orleans.

In pursuance of their great plan of occupying this
whole valley, and connecting their settlements {rom Can-
ada to the Mexican gulf, by a line of posts with water
communications, like the chord of an immense semicir-
cle, stretching along the whole rear of the English settle-
ments, they gradually extended their fortifications to the
south side of luke Erie, erecting one at Presq’sle, on the
present site of Erie, and another on Boeuf, on French
creek, between that point and the Ohio; and a third at
the delta of the junction of the Alleghany .and Monon-
gahela. The advantages of that admirable position did
not escape the eyes of a people remarkably acute to dis-
cern the advantages of posts. By it they proposed to com-
mand the trade, and awe the obedience of the Indians of
the Ohio and the lakes, and connect the southern Canadian
posts by the long and unrivalled communication of the
Ohio with the settlements of the Wabash, Illinois, and
lower Mississippi.

Indeed, they had a double motive to the occupancy of
this fine position. The Ohio Company, formed in Eng-
land, had for its express object the occupancy and seftle-
ment-of the country on the Ohio.  Af the recommenda-
tion of General Washington, they sentout a party to erect
a stockade fort on this very delta, where the Ohio com-
mences. This party, accompanied by a detachment of
militia from Virginia, arrived at this point in 1758. They
were driven off by the French, who immediately proceeded
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to anticipate them by erecting a fort on the present posi-
tion of Pittsburgh, named Du Quesne, after the governor
of Canada. So important was the occupancy of this
point deemed 111 England, that the ministry ordered the
assel l]nll"u of a powerful regular force, under the com-
mand of General Braddock, to take it; who, aided by a
laree body of the provin ial militia, set off through the
dark forests, and over the pathless mountains for the west,
From the time this army had crossed the Alleghanies, its
moyements were continually waiched by spies from fort
Du Quesne, whose garrison was thus (Lutv and almost
hourly dutlliluurul with its route and progress. Gel 1eral
Braddock, stubbornly devoted to the precision of lf.:imps an
tas_tsc:., moved down from the mountains through the for-
ests in close order, as though marching on the he stile plains
of Europe. His army h: ud just crossed the Monongahela,
and were defiling {rom its alluvion through a ravine. On
its upland summit lay the French and Indians, concealed
among the high grass and timber. The Indians exulted,
and assured their French allies that they would shoot ti ein
down like pigeons. Washington, thus early provident in
council, foresaw the issue, dild by his persuasion attemp-
ted in vain to avert it. The brave but obstinate English
general rushed on to his fate. 'The Indian yell was
raised, and an invisible and invulnerable enemy pouml a
fire upon them, which literally mowed down their ranks.
Washington was spared, apparently as by a miracle. The
forest resounded with the groans of the dying. The com-
mander soon receiveda mortal wound, and ;1_1'-nn:1'{~'u rout
ensued. The provincials comman 11"1 by Washington were
the last to refive, covering the retreat of the regulars, and
saving all that escaped that ill-fated day. The loss of the
Engzlish amounted to sixty-four officers out of eighty-five,

and about seven hundred-privates. = The result of this bat-
tle gave the French and h]thd]“h 'l complete-ascendency
on the Ohio. The incursions of the savages extended

alono the whole western fron hr, of '\uulmd, and even
excited the LII‘JIJIC][(‘]]‘*IUI]‘- of the settlements east of- the
Blue ridge. Butin 1758 the tide of war again began to
turn against the I'rench. Fort Frontiniac, an nnpmtimt
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French post on lake Ontario, was taken by a British de-
tachment under Colonel Bradstreet. This facilitated the
reduction of fort Do Quesne on the Ohio.  General Forbes
was ordered for that service, assisted by a body of provin-
cials and Virginiu regulars under Washington, then a
colonel.

Before the main army moved from Raystown,in Penn-
sylvauiz, Major Grant was detached wit th elg 1f hundred
men, partly 1eﬂuldl~; and partly provincials, to procedu the
main army, and reconnoifre the country and the fort.
This force, like Braddock’s, imprudently advanced intoan
ambuscade of the French garrison of fort Du Quesne,
was surrounded by the enemy, and after a brave but una-
vailing struggle, lost three hundred men killed and woun-
ded, and "'l]d]il] Grant and nineteen officers taken prisoners.

General Forbes, with the mainarmy, amounting to eight
thousand men, at length advanced from Raystown, slowly
marching towards the. Ohio, which they did not reach until
November. The French, incapable of resisting a force
so formidable, abandoned the fort the evening preceding
the arrival of the army, and escaped in their boats down
the Ohio, to join the colony onthe Illinois. The English
nnme(hatol\ took possession of thisimportant post, wluch,
in compliment to the popular and successful British minis-
ter, they named fort Pitt, and afterwards Pittsburgh. 'This
was the first English establishment on the Ohio. From
that period we (LLI.(_. the commencement of Anglo-Ameri-
can settlements in this valley.

But even previous to this, an attempt had been made by
two men of the name of Tygart and Files to establish
their families on an upper w vater of the Monongahela.
The valley in which they selected their abode, stifl bears
the name of Tygart’s ml[m , and his name has been giv-
en to the east fork of the Monongahela. 'The ialmi\ of
Files soon fell victims to. the Indians, and that of Tygari,
warnod by their fate, abandoned the country in 1754.

Not lourr after, T honma Eckerly and two Iucﬂhelf-: of the
sect denominated Dunkards, emigrating from Pennqylva-
nia to the west, and cnmmpcd at the mouth of a creek
emptying into the Monongahela, ten miles helow what is




34

INDIAN WARS

now Morgantown, from that circumstance called Dunkard’s

creek.

1l:c-c Imlmlew religionists here passed years in

sylvan abundance and r:ohlun:lc unmolested by the ]ndmn

who were ecarrying desolation among the w hite herllmnouta
in every direetion.
subjec ted them to the Suspicion of being in confederacy

with them, and acting as their spies.

Their being thus remarkably spared,

T he sect was odious,

and the elder I'-'E\uI} . on his return from a visit to the nl(l

settlements, was imprisoned.

It was “]Il'l difficulty that

he at length prevai mi on the officer of the nearest fron-
tier post, with a guard, to accompany him to his establish-

ment.

On d}.li)!(_h!(_hlllfi the solitary abodes of these inof-
fensive people, their cabins were found in ashes, the muti-

lated bodies of the inhabitants strewed the \._le. and the
ruthless vengeance of savage desolation had swept over

their pleasant little fields.

to their innocence of

Indians.

what is thence called Decker’s creek.
spring, the Delawares and Mingoes assaulted it, murdered

Mzr. Eckerly al mluluih :1 the country.,
In lw“j. a. party conducted |
menced a settlement on the anu ;nnalwl.l, at the mouth of

Thomas ])L.(‘Lm‘

[t was an affecting testimony

the charge of confederacy with the

Con-

But in the ensuing

most of its inmates, and completely broke up the estab-
lishment.

Soon after

the capture

of fort Du Quesne, a
small fortification had been established at the present posi-

tion of Brownsville, on the \[onontml)cla then known by

the name of Redbtonc fort.
Paul.

tain

that settlement.

One of

It was dommanded by Cap-
the survivors of Decker’
reached there, with the intelligence of the destruction of
The garrison was too weak to send a de-
tachment in pursuit of the murderers.
despatched a runner with the intellicence to fort Pitt.

3 company

But Captain Paul

Captain Gibson of that fort, started with thirty men ‘in

pursuit of the Indians. :
=r'{-fj-i"iﬁFiJeTfﬁl_lm vertook a small party

of Mingoes near the present Hlftumw!ﬁ'lﬂt‘“ Pl
Little Eagle, a Mingo chief, headed this party.
Gibson came upon them tli day-break,
American lmdm

the latter raised the war-heop and fired upon him,

Although the perpetrators had

Captain
As soon as the
was discovered by the Indian chief;

The

¥
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ball passed through Captain Gibson’s hunting shirt, and
wounded a soldier behind him. The chief, in return for
his fire, received from Gibson a sword cut of such prodi-
gious force as completely to sever his head from his body.
‘I'wo other Indians were killed, and the remainder escaped.

There were a number of captive Americans atthe Min-
go towns, when Little Eagle’s discomfitted party returned.
Several of them were sacrificed to appease hisshade. The
remainder were ‘restored at the peace of 1765. They
stated, that the survivors of Little Eagle’s party affirmed
that Captain Gibson had cut off that chief’s head by a sin-
gle stroke of his long knife. A war dance ensued, inter-
spersed with cries for revenge on the long knife warrior.
The name thus elicited went into a general appellation,
and the Virginia warriors, and the Anglo-American militia
in: general, were thenceforward designated by the western
Indians as the long knives.

In presenting an outline of the annals of the first settle-
ment of west Pennsylvania and west Virginia, we must
not forget, that Pittsburgh, Redstone, and the first Virginia
settlements west of the Alleghanies, were the germs of
the Anglo-American settlements in the great Ohio valley.
Thence proceeded the pioneers, who settled Ohio and
Kentucky. Thither they returned, in the hour of defeat
and dismay, to recruit their numbers, and to resume cour-
age for a return to their abandoned cabins, in the far
andfertile wilderness. "The names of fort Pitt, Redstone,
Point Pleasant, and Powell’s valley, recur atevery period
of the Kentucky and Ohio annals, as' the homes of secu-
rity and supply, to which the settlers fled from Indian
plunder and massacre, and whence expeditions returned
fo resume their forsaken enterprises.

But to enter with any particularity into the relation of
individual efforts and sufferings, and less important tri-
umphs and defeats, would only render our chronieles-a
confused-mass of Féncontres of the rifle and tomahawlk,
of burnings, murder, captivities, and reprisals, which
confound by their number, and weary by their monotony
and resemblance. A few more prominent events only
can be selected, as samples of the rest. A few names
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only, from the long catalogue of pioneers, can be trans-
ferred to this.summary. The memory of the hundreds,
necessarily omitted, liv €8, W here they would have wished
it to live, in the winter’s even ino cabin recital, in the rus-
tic mountain ballad, in the rude but interesting chronicles
of border warfare.

A dreary uniformity of incident marks all the story of
the commenc ing settlemients in every part of our country,
from Plymouth to Jamestown, and from the lakes to the
Balize. There are examples, indeed, which present the
French forming colonies among the Indians, and remain-
ing in plutmuui peace. But it was by amalgamating with
them, losing their own identity, and becoming savages.
The case of the colony of William Penn, presents only a
seeming exception. It grew out of ecircumstances, that
never occurred before or since; and, when analyzed, will
be found to be no anomaly from the general aspect.

[n the whole history of the incipient settlement of our
country, not one solitary instance of an attempt to settle
an unnrrupmf tract, ¢ laimed by the natives, is to be found,
which was not succeeded by all the wmltmn details of [11-
dian warfare, < It is of little importance to enquire, which
party was the aggressor. The natives were not sufficient
civilians to {Ilatluntnnh between the right of empire and
the right of soil. - Beside a repulsion of nature, an incom-
}hlllhl]lh of character and pursuit, they CUH‘:tdl]H‘r saw in
every settler a new element to effect their expulsion from
their native soil. Our industry, fixed residences, modes,
laws, institutions, schools, religion, rendered an unien with
them as incompatible as with animals of another nature.
The crime of lnnluﬂ:m, force, and final extinction, char-
ged upon the whites, in relation to the natives, and discus-
sed on the narrow principles of erimination and recrimi-
nation, has only been discussed hitherto in a manner worthy
of conrrleaa wranglers, and in a style of narrow puerility.
In the unchangeable order of things, two suclraces can
not exist togelhcl, each preserving its co-ordinate identity.
Either this great continent, in the order of Providence,
should have remained in the occupancy of half a million
of savages, engaged in everlasting conflicts of their pecu-
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Har warfare with each other, or it must have become, as

" it has,the domain of civilized millions. It is In vain to,

Lhalue upon the latter race results, which grew out of the
laws of nature, and the universal mtudl of’ hullmn events.
Let the same occupancy of the American wilderness by
the municipal European race be repeated, if it could be,
under the control of the most philanthropic eulogists of the

. savages, and every reasoning mind will discover, that in
' the gr ddua.} asuemlencj, of the one ace, the decline of the

other must have been a consequence,and that substantial-
ly the same annals would be repeated, as the dark and re-
wolimw incidents which we have to record. We do not
tlnL the aggression has not been in mnumerable n-
stam(‘» on the part of the whites. We do not deny, that
the white borderers have too often been more savage, than
the Indiansthemselves. . Weabhor injustice as much when
practiced towards the-whites as the Indians; and we affirm
an undoubting belief; from no unhequent nor inconsidera-
ble means of ohse.n dinm, that aggression has eommenced
in the account eurrent of mutual erime, as a hundred toone
on the part of the Indians. Ithas been the intereourse of
a race more calculating; more wise, with ampler means,
it is admitted, but w ithout the. instinct of gratuitous eruelly,

~ora natural pnr;wmm to- war as a pursui, with another

race organized to the love of the horrible excitement of war
and murder for their own sake. Circumstances, fear, 1mpo-
tence may restrain them. -But still in the Indian animal
and moral structure, their ancient propensities would be
found, we doubtnot, as vigorous as ever among those rem-
nants the most sulnlncd and modified by our insfitutions.
Give them scope, development, and an object, place them
i view of an equal or inferior enemy, and their instinc-

41

| tive nature would again raise the war-hoop, and wield the

sealping knife; and renew the Indian wartare of the by-gone
days.
'The chromieles of the commencing settlements of West
lum)axlumm and Virginia:redeem from oblivien many
raits, hithertoralmost unrecorded by history, of the activ-
lf\, \l"EIuIl( e, and efficiency of General Washington, in

ddmncmg IhCSL settlements; and repelling or punishing
4 :
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border agoressions.  All the great enterprisesfor this pur-
pose seem to have been suggested, and many of themn car-
ried into effect by him. ;

Among the > actual warrior pioneers, we find the ‘con-
gpicuous names of Col. Lew is, Capts. Hogg, Paul, and M-
Nutt. - They furnish striking examples of that hardy race,
who were the advance unmd of the subduers of the wil-
derness, whom no certainty of labor, solitudegor suffering
could deter, and no form of danger or death ll:ll!l}i. s0 asto
induce them to abandon their purpose to fix their families
in the remote wilderness.

"The first expedition from Virginia, to avenge the ‘de-
struction of the Roancke settlement by a party of Shaw-
nese in 17567, was headed by these lnhc,plcl borderers. Be-
side the chastisement of the Indians, it had forits object
the establishment of a post at the mouth of the Big Sandy
of the Ohio: and to check the Indian communications be-
tween the upper French forts and Galliopolisy a Ifrench
settlement on the Ohio.  The expedition, after encounter-
ing every form of suffering from famine and fatigue. whol-
ly faile {l, many of the party perishing miserably from hun-
ger. The destruction of Sivert’s fort on the upper tract
of a water of the Potomaec, and the treacherous massacre
of its inmates. after they had surrendered on the promise
of being spared, and the massacre of 1671, on the settle-
ments of James river are passed over, as these events did
not happen in the valley of the Ohio.

The escape of Mrs. Denis, who had been taken eaptive
in the James river settlement, in 1761, p:'vuf‘ni:u parallel
to similar narratives of femalec d]l!l‘. es in the early history
of the settlement of New England. Her husbai id havi ing
been slain, after being taken captive, they conducted her
over the mountains and through the forests to the Chili-
cothe towns north of the Ohio. There she seemed to con-
form to their ways, painted-and dressed herself, and lived
asa squaw. Added tothis, she gained fame by attending
to the sick, both as a nurse and a physician; and became
so celebrated for her cures, as to obtain from that very su-
perstitious people the 1epumt|0n of being a necromancer,
and the honor paid to a person supposed to have power with
the Great Spirit.
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In 1763 she left them, under the pretext'of cbtaming me-
dicinal herbs, as she had often done before.  Not returning
at-night, her object was suspected, and she was pursued.
To ayoid leaving, tracesof her path, she crossed the Scioto
three times, and was making herfourth crossing forty miles
below the towns, when she was discov ered; and fived upon
without effect. - But in the speedof her 11155111} she wound-
ed her foot with a sharp stone, so as to be unable to pro-
ceed. The Indians had crossed the river, and were just
behind her. ~ She eluded their pursuit by llid!!l"‘llld hollow
sycamore log. They frequently stepped on the log that
concealed ]m. and cmuunpul near it for the night.  Next
morning they proceeded in their pursuit of ‘her; and she
started in another direction as fast as her lameness would
permit, but was obliged to remain near that place three
days. She then set off tor the Ohio, over which she rafted
herself at the mouth of the Great Kenhawa,on a driftlog
travelling only by night through fear o{‘(hscovery, and sub-
sisting nnh on wot%, wild fruits, and the river shell fish.
She reached the Green Briar, having passed forests, rivers,
and mountains more than three hundred miles. THere she
laid dewn exhausted, and resigned herself to die, when
providentially she was discovered by some of the people
of that settlement, and hozpitably t treated at one of their
habitations.

The settlement paid a dreadful penalty for this hespita-
ble act. Sixty warriors came to it, pretending the most
perfect friendship, for it was a time of peace. While the
mhabitants were feasting these seeming friendly Indians,
they rose and killed nearly every man in the settlement,
carryine the women and children i into captivity.

An dflct,tmﬂ‘ incident oceurred from an assault of 11ﬁ}
Delaware and "‘Mingo warriors upon the settlement of Big
Sandy m 1761. !ld\lll'" commiited a number of massa-
cres, they were pursued h\ a'party under Capt. Paal. He.
overtotk an encampment of a division of this party, who
were guarding some prisoners. It was night. UIICL_}II-
scious that Th-': were priqonel's among them, Paul fired
upon thewm, killing three warriors, and wonndm-r more.
The remainder fled. Capt. Paul rushed on the camp, to
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secure the wounded and arrvest the fugitives. One of the
party, see mu what dIIE‘!L‘dlUl a squaw, :~LII111H in a sort of
composure of defiapce, was about to ch-lmtt h her with his
tomahawk.  Capt. Paul threw himself between the assail-

ant and the victim,and received the blow intended for her
on his arm, remarking, that it was a shameto kill a svo-
man, though she were a squaw. | It was Mrs. Gonn, an
English Luh ywho hadbeen .m inmate in the family of his
Father in law: and who had been made a captive a few
days before, when her husband and her twoc hildren were
slain. . When asked why she had not made herselt known,
she replied, ‘my parents are dead, my husband and chil-
dren are slain; I have none for whom I wish to live, ne
wishes, no 1101)0;,,11!} fears. I would as soon die as not.

CHAPTER IV.
ANNALS OF WEST PENNSYLVANIA AND VIRGINTA.

Some circumstances of horror occurred at this time in
these annals, of a new complexion even in the history of
Indian warfare. A scalping party of filty savagesin 1754,
returning from their customary murders and burnings with
twenty scalps and some prisoners, on the ‘:msquuhfuumh
they murdered the whole family of Jacob Miller; proceed-
ing thence to the house of George Folk, killing him; his
wife and nine children, and deliberately cutting their bhod-
ies info small fragments, and throwing them, piece by piece,
to the swine. T'wo of their prisoners were tied to trees,
arcund which fires were kindled, and the victims were
oradually scorched to death. A third was placed, with
his arms elosely pinioned, ina hole in the earth, the soil
of which was closely rammed round his body, so that his
head only was above the ground. He was thén scalped;
and after a long interval, a fire was kindled near his head.
The victim declared that his brain boiled in his head, and
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implored instant death in vain. His agony continued, un-
til the pupils of his eyes burst from their sockets.

These sickening horrors sometimes drew down retalia-
tion upon the innocent, as well as the guilty. An assocl-
ation, denominated the ‘Paxton Boys,’ broke into a settle-
ment of Conestoga Indians, noted for their harmlessness.
The whole, to the number of forty, were massacred.. The
christian Indians of Naquetank and Nain were preserved
from a similar fate only by the interposition of the govern=
ment, and their removal to safe keeping in Philadelphias

The peace of 1765 did not put an end tothe Indianwar.
The hostile savages continued in force east of fort Pitt.
It became necessary to furnish that place a supply of pro-
visions. A quantity was forwarded undera sirong guard,
commanded by Col. Boquet of the regulars. 'The Indians
assailed the guard at Turtle creek ina narrow defile, and
a most obstinate conflict ensued for many hours. The
fierceness of the assanlt may be calculated from the fact,
that the British loss in killed and wounded exceeded one
hundred; and that of the savages was reputed at nearly
the same number, among whom were many of their most
noted chiefs and warriors.

This repulse saved fort Pitt, humbled the savages, and
disposed them to a peace, by which three hundred prison-
ers were immediately redeemed, and the redemption of ma-
ny others in dispersed positions stipulated.

An amusing incident occurred at this time, calculated
to divert attention from these revolting details. By a roy-
al proclamation, every person was forbidden to trade with
the Indians, to prevent their obtaining guns and ammuni-
tion. In despite of this,a cavalcade of many wagons, la-
den with ammunition, was despatched from Philadelphra
for fort Pitt. Capt. Smith, a distinguished backwoods-
man, who had been in a long captivity among the Indians,
and conspicuous in the border wars, collected a number of
his friends, called ‘black boys,’ from being painted as In-
dians. These men he distributed behind the trees, and as
the cavalcade began to approach Sideling hill, they were
ordered to fire upon the horses. The conductors finding the

horses falling under them, came to a halt, and capitulated
4%
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with Capt. Smith. They were allowed to take their pri~
vate property; butall the rest, consisting of powder, lead,
warlike stores, and various articles for traffic with the In- 1
dians, was burned ordestroyed. The discomfitted traders
obtained from a neighboring post a party of highland sol-
diers, who arrested and imprisoned some of these ‘black
boys,” as robbers. Capt. Smith wasnot a person to leave
his enterprise in an unfinished state. He collected three
hundred riflemen, marched to fort Loudon, where his comn-
panions were imprisoned; sat down against if, commen- [
ced retaliation, and under a flag of truce, soon obtained the
release of the prisoners, who returned in joy and triumph ,
to their homes. On-'the occasion, verses not nlike Yan-
kee doodle, were composed, and sung in commemoration
of the ‘black boys’ trinmph, to the tune of ¢Black joke!”
I'rom the peace of 1765, the country about fort Pitt and
Red Stone on the Monongahela, began to settle rapidly.
We can merely indicate the names of some of the more
conspicuous pioneers. Tegard, Province, Crawford, and
Hardin settled at Red Stone in 1767; the Pringles, Cart-
wrights, Hacker and Rule, on the upper waters of the Mo-
nongahela in 1769. Van Metre, Swan, Hughes,and oth-
_ ers, settled about the same time near the mouth of Muddy
A creek of the Monongahela; and the Zanes, distinguished
i in the settlement of West Virginia, commenced establish-
ments at Wheeling.  With them were associated in this
settlement Seffer, Doddridge, Biggs, Greathouse, Baker,
and Swearingen. In 1772 the beautiful country, called
Lygart’s-valley, on the east fork of the Monongahela, was
settled, and the names of settlers in West Pennsylvania \
[ become too nurnerous to particularize.  From these points
il the emigration began to overflow into Kentucky.
gkl From the peace of 1765 to. 1774 was a period of com-
kel parative peace and repose to the frontier settlements. The A
Indians then renewed hostilities, stimulated by repeated ¥
outrages and murders practiced upon tham by the whites, |
during this interval. The murders at Captina, those in- 3
flicted by the notorious Ryan, the unprovoked killing of
b # the Bald Fagle, and various other murders were of the i
o number. It was about this time, that Logan made his fa-
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mous speech, to which the pen of Mr. Jefferson has given
so much celebrity. Logan was distinguished for his elo-
quence, and was the son of Skillemus, a distinguished Cay-
uga chief, who set his son an example of _d(,\ oted attach-
ment to the English. - After the close of Dunmore’s war,
in which Logan lost all his relatives, he became melan-
choly and addicted to drunkenness and mental derangement.
It was in such a frame of mind that he aflirmed, that he
would not turn on his heel to save his life. ~ On his route
from Detroit to Miami, he was murdered in a way thatis
not related.

The necessary brevity of these sketches induces us to
pass over most of the memorable incidents of Indian war-
fare in these regions, allowing us only space for a short
narrative of the celebrated action at Point Pleasant, at the
mouth of the Big Kenhawa, in September, 1744.

A campaign had been in preparation, to chastise the
savages for their numerousand remorseless border assaults
in time of peace. The army destined for this expedition,
was composed chiefly of volunteer militia, collected west
of the Blue ridge. One division was commanded by Lord
Dunmore, and the other by GeneralAndrew Lewis. The
forces started from camp Union, now Lewisburg, nine
miles west of the White “41111111111' Springs.

They were nineteen days in marching through the rug-
ged and mountainous forest to the Oluo and 1ot without
heait- lmmmgq and ::epamtmns and dnlsmna from the dif-
hulit\, of settling the point of priority of command. One
division only, that cmmnantlcd by General Lewis, reached
Point Pleasant. The forces under Lord Dunmore pro-
ceeded in another direction, intending to cross the Ohio,
and march against the towns of the Shav nese.

General Lewis was ordered to join forces, and proceed

with him to that point. Accordingly he made p1cplua—-

tions for crossing his troops to the north bank of the Ohio,
when news were brought him, that a body of the enemy
had been found drawn up in close order, and covering four
acres of ground. Cols. Lewis and Fleming were imme-
diately ordered outto meetthem. They formed theirtroops

into two lines, and had scarcely advanced a few hundred
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yards, before the action commenced. Af the onset both
the colonels fell wounded, and the advance fled. They
were rallied by a reinforcement under Col, Field.  Never
wis savage obstinac y displayed more uny ieldingly. For-
ming a line across the delta between the Tivers, and shel-
tered by logs in front; they maintained the contest t from sun-
rise till evening, repelling frequent and the most impetu-
ous charges, A fortunate movement on the part of the
Virginia troops decided the day. Three companies, under
the command of Capts. Isaac Shelby, afterwards governor
of Kentucky, George Matthews, and John Stew art, were
detached Iw General Lewis toascend Crogked ¢ tevl\, a wa-
ter there entering into the Kenhawa, and under the covert
of’its banks and hwh weeds, move down upon the rear of
the Tndians, and attack tlu-m in that direction. TFinding
themselves between two fires, and supposing that the th»
tack upon their rear was by the expected force of Colonel
Christian, which had not yet arrived, they commenced a
prec zplhllv retre :1.:.Im‘,111~rml'uhl from nmnlm‘rumll sunset.

Scarcely had the action ended, when Col. ‘Christian ar-
vived with his expeeted reinforcements, - Bodies of the en-
emy had, also, been seen on the opposite shores of the O-
hio and Kenhaswa. But this seasonable arrival of Colonel
Christian, and the bloody repulse they had met, not only
hindered them from resuming the action, but, in 115 decisive
results, disposed thein to peace. It wasa d&uh purchas-
ed victory, seventy-five of the Virginia troops hmnu killed,
and one hundred and forty w umu!u'l. The loss of the [n-
dians was, probably, as great, consisting of the prime war-
riors of the Shawnese, ‘almwmm Wy andotts yand Cayugas,
ledon by Cornstalk; the head chiefof the cunlulcmu yanda
warrior of great fame. Among the ciﬁlslilrllxbl1csl officers
in the battle of Point Pleasant, were (JC'!lleI:; Isaae Shelby,
and Campbell, and Col, Lampbcll heroes of Kings Moun-
tain, Genercls Evan Shelby, Moore, Tate, Wells amlMat
thews, and Colonels Ilmnnlr Stuart, McKee, btcclf', and
Cameron, all of them aiienmﬂh:dntmlmhhcti'ls warriors,
or ktdir?vm(.n.

It was about this time, that the seeds of the revolution
began to germinate, and that the colonists, whu had hith-
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erto had the strong arm and the ancient glory of Greaf Brit-
ain to protect them, found in this power, hitherto regarded
as a parent, an enemy, and a new element of apprehen-
sion united in innumerable ways with the savages against
us. It is at this period, that we begin to hear of the infa-
mous Simon Girty, and the equally detestable Colony uni-
ted with Liord Dunmore and his savage allies. If it is cause
of admiration, that the feeble commencements of white men
in the wilderness were not extirpated, root and branch,
how ‘much more is it matter of astonishment, that the in-

habitants of the frontiers, and of the western woods were

not entirely cut off, when Great Britain united her terrible
power with thesavages against them. We find Lord Dun-
morestrongly impressed with the difficulties of the new po-
sition, in which the first harbingers of the revolution pla-
ced him. - Hewas in the Indian country witha large hos-
tile force, and exceedingly anxious' 1o make-a peace with
the Indians, that he might return home, and prepare for
new emergencies.  White-eyes and Cornstalk, but chiefly
the latter, were deputed on the part of the savages to treat
of peace. - Cornstalk had manifested thé bravery of a hero
at Point Pleasant. = At Lord Dunmore’s tent he displayed
the powers of a consurmmate orator, and an adroit states-
man. While he met Lord Dunmore’s criminations with
recriminations but too well founded, while he sketched the
wrongs and the declining star of the red people, in contrast
with the cunning and oppression of the whites, a compe-
tent judge, who was present, afliemed, that Patrick Henry,
or Richard Henry Lee had never produced finer bursts of
oratory. . This son of the forest was decidedly one of those
favorites of nature, towhom she has been pleased, under
her own sign manual, to grant a patent of nobility. = In this
speeck he protested against the allowance of sending the
‘fire water’ of the whites among them. - In hisown camp,
toinduce hisown people to accede to the terms of the whites,
he adverted to the constant advance of the one, and the de-
cline of the other. " ¢What shall w= do? asked he. ¢Are
we ready to kill all our women and children, and then go
out, and fight them, till not a warrior remains?  The ques-
tion was met with sullen silence. ¢Then,’ he continued,

-y - "‘“\;:;:‘
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cluded.

The enlightened and generous chieftain soon after fella

striking his tomahawk against the post, ‘I will go in, and
make peace.” The peace of 1774 was accordingly con-

victim to the misplaced vengeance of the whites. He was
on a visit of business at the garrison at Point Pleasant, He

had been engaged in delineating, on the floorof the garri-
Missouri and the
Mississippi, and the various streams of those' mighty riv-

son, a map of the country between the

ers, with which he seemed perfectly acquainted. A voice
was heard from the other side of the river, which-he re-
cognized to be that of hisson, Ellinipsico, and who, uneasy

about his long stay at the garrison, had

come to enquire

about him. - Never was meeting more affectionately filial
and parental.  Just at this moment news arrived, that one
of the hunters of the fort had been slain by Indians lurking
behind thebank.  His bloody body was soon brought to the
garrison, with the charge, that Indians had ac¢companied
Elinipsico, who had committed the murder.” ¥t was in
vain the affectionate son averred that he came alone; ‘in
vain that many of ‘the garrison wished to save the mag-
nanimeuschief. The fury of revenge in the garrison was

-

equally blind and unrelenting. The son was agitated.

His futher evineed the wutmost COMpoSure

. ‘My son,’ said

he, ‘the Great Spirit hassent you here, that we should die
together. - Let us submit to his will;> and turning to meet
the exasperated multitude at the door, he received seven
bullets in his body, and fell witheut a groan. ~ Ellinipsico
met his fate with the same dignity and composure.  But
the Red Hawk, a young chief, who was present, conceal-

ed himself in the chimney of the cabin.

He was dragued

down, and cut in pieces. Thus fell the noble Cornsialk,
chief of the Shawnese, the victim of a revenge as unjust

and as savage, as that of the red ‘men.

He seemed to

have a presentiment of hisdeath; for onthe day previous,
he observed in council, ‘when | was young, and went to
war, my thoughts ofter. told me af each adventure, that it
might be mylast. T still livedon. Now I am in the midst
of you. Kill me,if youchoose. 1T can diebutonce; it is

alike now, or hereatter,’

e ———
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All the cruelties of - Indian warfare were immediately
renewed ; and after numerous detached massacres and bur-
nimgs, the concentrated fury of the savages fell upon Wheel-
mg. Round the fortat this place had grown 1p a flourish=
ing. settlement with surprising rapidity.  There were al-
ready thirty houses in the village, round which were smi-
ling pastures'and fields; and abundant flocks and herds.
Capts. Ogal and Mason, with-a small party, had been re-
connoitering the approaches to the settlement.. Captain
Ogal returned to the fort, affirming that there was no en-
emy at hand. But in the course of the night, the Indians,
to the number of nearly four hundred, arrived. Secing
many lights, and apprehensive that the garrison were
prepared for them, they ambuscaded the road of approach
to the fort, by two concealed parallel lines of their number.
In the centre they placed six savages, to decoy the garri-
son to come against them, by the smalloess of their num-
bers.

Early in the morning, two men from the fort came near
these Indians, unconscious that greater numbers of them
were at hand.  One of them was shot dead; and the other
purposely allowed to escape, that he might return to the
fort, and decoy others into the ambuscade. Capt: Mason,
understanding that this assault had been made by only six
Indians, marched out with fourteen men to attack them.
Passing into the ambuscade, most of his men ‘were mowed
down. Capt. Mason,severely wounded, concealed himself
behind a tree, Aftera severe personal conflict with an
Indian, whom he killed, Capt. Ogal, with: twelve men,
rushed out to their relief; but met the same fate with the
preceding party. Of twenty-six only three escaped death,
and two of these were severely wounded.

The garrison were thus forwarned of the assault prepar-
ing for them. Scarcely had they been made aware how
many of theirnumber had been slain, before the enemy ap-
peared before their walls,and they were summoned to sur-
render by the renegado Girty. He vaunted the number
of his forces, called on them to renounce the colonial cause,
and submit to Great Britain, denouncing the utmost fury
of savage vengeance, if they resisted, or fired a gun.  He
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then read them governor Hamilton’s proclamation, and al-
lowed them fifteen minutes to deliberate on his promised
terms, if they would surrender. Col. Zane assured him,
that they were all resolved to perish, rather than to sur-
render to any force, with him at their head. Girty resu-
med his boasts of the magnitude of his force, and the im-
possibility of restraining the savage fury Ui the assault,
A shot discharged at the orator caused Lim prompily to
withdraw.

The fort contained thirty-three men, and the assailants
numbered three hundred and eighty. The women sta-
tioned themselves beside the men, moulded bullets, loaded,
and handed the guns. The less firm or robust performed
the cooking; and brought provisions and drink. The as-
sailants, finding that they could make no impression upon
the fort, and hudmrr that a sufficient force would soon col-
lect from the country against them, killedevery thing, that
had life, upon which they could lay their hands, am ounting
to more than three lmmii‘w' cattle, swine, and ho}bch,bulu
nedall the dwellings and buildings ountside the fort, and de-
camped on the morning of the next day. - The forces, that
soon.collected for the relief of the place, found twenty-three
unburied dead about the fort, and witnessed a most affec-
ting sight of desolation.

Bodies of Indians still lurked about the fort. One of
these enticed a party of patroles into an ambuseade, by
scattering some Indian trinkets in sight, so as to seduce
them from .]u ir path, - The company stop jnin}; to look at
the ornaments, the Indians in ambush opened their fire up-
on them, by \kIl:r.h in a few moments twenty-one were
killed,among whom were Capt. Foreman and his two sons
duci.lllluml(l more were wounded.- The whole would hay (.
been cut off,had not Capt. Liynn appeazed suddenly with a
small party onan adjoining eminence. - Discharging their
guns with loud shouts, they indueced the Indians to believe
that a large reinforcement was at hand; and they produ-
ced a plLu]:lmh* retreat of the assailants.

About this'time a conspiracy of the tories in the vicini-
ty of Wheeling and fort Pitt was discovered. = The rumor
was, that these tories,aided by Girty and the Indians, were
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to murder the whigs in the settlements, and march in thi-
umph to Detroit. The exasperated whigs were not slow
in action. The usual remedies of corporeal punishment,

nprisonment, and confiscation were promptly applied,

CHAPTER V.
FIRST SETTLEMENT OF EENTUCKY.

Teyvesser asserts her claim to priority of settlement.
But it is immaterial to these annals, whether we commence
with those of the one state or the other. It is convenient
to the only erder of which this narrative seems suscepti-
ble, to begin with those of Kentucky. 'The people of this
state have impressed their name, character, and spitit in a
great degree upon the whole west; and our attention is na-
turally turned to the commencement of this settlement. as
the third era in: the order of time, but the first in IMpor-
tance, in the history of the population of the Mississippi
valley. : '

« It takes its name from the Indian appellation of one of
the chiefrivers Kan-tuck-kee,importing the dark and bloody
ground. It was fivst visited in 1763, by Finley, of North
Carolina. In this adventurous and remote journey into
an unknown wilderness, beyond a vast barrier of moun-
tains, by a few congenial spirits, strongly endowed with
the wandering propensity, and the same fondness for the
wild existence of @*hunter in unpeopled and remote forests,
it is uncertain, whether they were led by any vague ex-
pectations, so common in the minds of adventurers at that
time, of finding Peruvian mines.  They found treasures
equally refreshing to the spirits of hunters. rich cane breaks,
wild clover fields, beautiful lawns, and a charming open
landscape; a flowering forest alive with buffaloes, elk,
bears, deer, panthers, wolves, wild cats, foxes, turkeys, and

5
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unhappily, with red men among the rest. They made
their way to Big bene lick, the huge organic remains of
which exeited thul utmost astoriishment.  After an exten-
sive (‘\plu:&tmll of this fine country, seen in all its native
attractions, they refurned to North Lamhn.i. to tell the trav-
eller’s ‘nl{). dese sribing the country, as a terrest trial para-
dise; full of game, the ‘soil of which was eovered with cane
and clover, and its forests with blossoms.

These descriptions of the newly disecovered region e
cited, as may be supposed, abundant conversation in \ 1r-
ginia and North Carolina, the inhabitants of which natu-
rally wished to secure the possession of a domain so ex-
tensive and fertile.

After the lapse of two years; Daniel Boone, the cele-
brated western pioneer, accompanied Finley in another
visit tothe country. = After their return, it is matter of re-
gret, that we henceforward hear little of the first discover-
er of Kentucky. As the name. of the latter will be forev-
er identified with the annals of the e state, andas it occu-
pies the most conspicuous place among the records of the
primitive western baclkwoodsmen, we e shall take leave to
introduce in- this place a sketch of his character. He
stands at the head of a remarkable elass of peo] ple,almost
new in the history of the species, trained by circumstan-
ces to a singular and unique character, and in many -re-
spects dissimilar to that of the first settlers of the shores of
the Atlantic.  The thonghts of these backwoodsmen ex-
patiated with delight, :mi\ when they were in a boundless
forest, filled with came, with a pac k of dogs behind the m,
and a rifle on their -|l-:|111u 1. Yet much as the 1r charac-
ters seemed dashed with wild reckle ssness, they were gen-
erally as remarkable for high notions of humn and gener-
osity, as for hardihood, endurance, andhravery.

Daniel Boone is re puted to have been bornin Maryland,
about the year 1756. Hisfirstdawning indications of char-
acter intimated the preponderance of thet ruling passion for
hunting and® the woods, which followed him through life.
But as he advaneed to manhood, the partially u(,tflml fron-
tier forests of Maryland became too Beaten and sterile of
game, toafiord range to his spirit. His parents removed
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by his persuasion, to the deeper forests of Virginia, and
subsequently tothe siill wilder regions of North Carolina.
But all the eastern declivities of the Alleghanies presented
the ascending smokes of incipient cultivation. - In follow-
ing Finley over those mountains into the untouched dnd
fertile wilderness of Kentueky, he foundin the elover and
cane break lawns, enlivened with bears, buffaloes, and
turkeys, the echerished home of his imagination.  In 1769,
we findhim seeking to eelect the spot on which to build
his family cabin, for he was now married. Though un-
educated, in the sense in which that phrase is now under-
stood, he possessed a quickness of apprehension, a stern
firmness of decision, a strength of character, a self posses-
sion, which stamped him with pre-eminence in his peculiar
wall, and eminently fitted him at once for command and
self dependence. The great hunter of Kentucky wasequal-
ly remarkable for an unwavering and an uncenquerable
fortitude, which bade defiance to pain and death, and for
gentleness of manners, and humanity of disposition. Al
his peculiar traits of character were fortified by his long
cherished habits of wandering for days together with no
other companionship than his rifle and his own thoughts.

Hisfirst exploration with Finley, without accident, was
onc of unmixed pleasure. But in his second journey
there, his sufferings commenced. As he and a single as-
soclate named Stewart, had started for a morning hunt,
they were taken prisoners by the Indians, who first phun-
dered them of every thing, and then led them into captivi-
ty, by long and severe marches through the wilderness.
They were generally watched with unsleeping vigilance.
But their captors, relaxing it for a moment on the morning
of their eighth day’s march, they escaped, and returned to
their plundered catp; where, having neither guns, ammu-
nition, nor food, they would have perished with hunger,
had it not been that at the exact period of their return to
their camp, they were visited by a brother of Boone, who
furnished them a timely supply. Soon after, they were
fired upon by a considerable body of savages; and Stew-
art was killed.© The brothers escaped; and with their

Y
tomahawks built themselyes a cabin of poles and bark, in
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which they spent the winter. In the spring of 1770,
Boone’s brother returned to North Carolina, and left him
alone in the woods, the only white man in Kentucky. He
had neither bread, nor salt, nor evena dog fora compan-
1on.  Duriag this absence of his brother, he made an ex-
ploring trip to the Ohio, returned on his steps, and - July
met his brother coming from North Carolina, according to
his agreement, when they parted. They then explored the
country together, as far as the river Cumberland, and in
1771 returned to their families, with the intention of re-
moving them to Kentucky.

In the autumn of 1773, Daniel Boone returned with hig
family, joined by five other persons. In Powell’s valley
the party received an accession of forty other persons, all
confiding in the guidance and management of Daniel Boone.
The party thence advanced intothe wilderness in high
spirits, until the 10th of October, when the Indians fired
upon their rear, and killed six men. Among the slain

as the eldest son of Daniel Boone. They faced upon the
foe, and drove them off, but not until their cattle were dis-
persed. The immigrants themselves were so much afflic-
ted and disheartened, that it was deemed expedient to re-
tire to the settlements on Clinch river. Here Daniel
Boone continued to hunt, until June, 1774.

At this time he was requested by the governor of Vir-
ginia, to whom fame had made him known, to repair to the
Falls of Ohio, to conduct thence a party of surveyors, whose
stay there was deemed unsafe, on account of the recent
hostility of the northernsavages. Witha man of the name
of Stoner for his companion, he made his way throuchthe
woods in safety to the Falls, and piloted the surveyors a-
way, according to request. He was absent from home
two months. ""This year the Shawnese and other northiern
Indians commenced' open hostilities npon the frontier set-
tlements. “Daniel Boone was ordered, with the rank of
captain, to take command of three contiguous forts, where
he discharged his assigned duty, until peace was declared
with the Indians. = Being released from this duty, he was
solicited by Hendersonand company of North Carolina, as
their agent, to attend a meeting of the southern Indians.
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which they had convoked, witha view to purchase of them
lands south of Kentucky river. In 1775 he met the Indi-
ans, pursuant to his appointment, and made the purchases.
He was then requested to head a party, sent to take pos-
session of the lands. He opened a road from Holston to
the Kentueky, with their assistance; but was attacked by
the Indians, and four of the party were killed, and five
wounged. It was in the early part of the summer, that
the survivors reached Kentucky river. A fort was com-
menced at the lick, where Boonesborough now stands; but
the party, enfeebled and discouraged by their loss, were
sometime engaged in its erection.

Leaving some men to guard the fort, Boone took the re-
mainder to Clinch s(tllmlwnl to escort his family to the
country; and his wife and (Ll.u"h{m were the first white
women ‘who arrived-in i\oniurh\ . Here he remained a
number of years, aiding and encouraging those who were
bold enough to follow his example, and to choose his mode
of life.  The Indians were continually harassing and mur-
dering the new settlers; and he was always ready to head
the parties of “:}rl(nﬂl(‘?l who sought revenge, to put them
on the trail of their foe, and oive them a ¢ Imnr‘v to retali-
ate. - The future historical incidents of his career are na-
turally interwoven with the events in the progress of the
settlements in the west. ‘With the followi ing brief sketch
of his character, we shall return to the order of those events.

The very name of Daniel Boone is a romance 1n itself.
A Nimrod by instinet and physical charaeter, his home
was'in the range of woods, his beau ideal the chase, and
forests full of buffaloes, bears, and deer. More expert at
their own arts, than thP Indians themselves, to Il"lnihr‘m,
and foil them, & Hd‘ e scope to the exulting conscicusness of
the exercise of his own appropriate and peculiar powers.
He fights them 1n numerous woods and ambushes. His com-
panions fall about him. Heis one of those peeuliar persons,
whum“mlim seems to have charmed agaiostballs. When,
by daring or stratagem, he comes off s: afe froma desperate
cnlll]lri it affords him a deli cghtful theme to recountto his
Jistning g companions around thc cabin fire, or as feasting on
the f-mol\mff bu[ldlur\hump on a winler evening, his c-hanvre
5 *

e




|

e

54 INDIAN WARS

adventures and his hair-breadth escapes. At length ke is
taken. But the savages havetoo muchzreverence forsiich
a grand ‘medicine’ of a man asBoone, tokillhim. Heas-
sumes such an entire satisfaction along with them, and
they are so paturally delighted with sucha mighty hunter,
and such afree and fortunate spirit, that they are charmed,
and deceived into a confidence that he is really at home
with them, and would not escape if he could. It is prob-
able, too, that his seeming satisfaction is not altogether af-
fected. The Indian way of life is the way of his heart,
It is almost one thing to him, so that he wanders.in the
woods with expert hunters, whether he takes his diversion
with the whites, or the Indians. They are lulled into
such confidence, as to allow him almost his own range.
He seizes his opportunity, and in escaping, undergoes such
incredible hardships, privations, and dangers, as nothing
would render credible, but the most indubitable evidence,
that they had been actually so endured.

Boone thought little of titles and courts of record,  Fen-
ces, butts, and bounds, and partition lines, and all the bhar-
barous terms invented by the spirit of Meum and Luum ;
and the paltry lets and hindrances of civilization were
terms of unhappy omen in his ear. He finds himself eir-
cumvented by those who had thought with more respect of
these things; and in his age, he fled from landholders and
lawsuits in Kentucky, to the banks of the Missouri. Here,
on a river, with a course of something more than a thou-
sand leagues, all through wilderness, an ampleand a pleas-
antrange was opened to his imagination. We saw himon
those banks. With thin, grey hair, a high forehead, a keen
eye, a cheerful expression, a singularly bold conformation
of countenance and breast, and a sharp and commanding
voice, and a creed for the future, embracing not many ar-
ticles beyond his red rival hunters, he appeared to us the
same Daniel Boone, if we may use the expression, {jerked’
and dried to high preservation, that we had figured, as the
wanderer in woods, and the slayer of bears and Indians.
He could nolonger well descry the wild turkey on the trees :
but his eye still kindled at the hunter’s tale; aud he re-
marked, that the population on that part of the Missourt
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Wasg becoming too dense, and the farms too near each oth-
er, for comfortable range; and that he never wished to
reside in a place, where he could not fall trees enongh ins
to his yard to keep up his winter fire. Dim as was his
eye with age, it would not have been difficult, we appre-
hend, to have obtained him as a volunteer, on a hunting
expedition over the Rocky mountains. No man ever ex-
emplified more strongly the ruling passion strong in death.

In 1770, a party of nine persons, headed by Colonel
James Knox, reached Kentucky with a view to hunt, and
explore. It is not known that Knox and Boone ever met,
or had any knowledge that the other was in the country.
This may be accounted for by the circumstance, that their
different attempts were made in different parts of the coun-
try. Boone saw the country only with the eye of a hun-
ter, with very little forecast of its future valueand destiny.
Knox and his party viewed this fair region with different
eyes, and saw it in the aspect of its value under the hands
of cultivation and habitancy. While they, however, were
meditating, whether it were better to induce a great body
of their countrymen to immigrate with them, or fo enter on
their enterprise alone, the whole country, which had hith-
erto been claimed by France, passed by ceded transfer to
the possession of England. The Virginia troopg, who had
served in the Canadian war, received bounties in these wes-
tern lands; and were anxious to survey them, and ascertain
their value. The claimants, with their surveyors, arrived’
in the country, in 1773, to view and select their lands.
They descended the Ohio from fort Pitt to the Falls, and
explored the country on the Kentucky side of the river.
They examined some of the salines, or licks, and among
others ‘Big hone lick;’ and contemplated, with astonish-
ment, those enormous organic remains found there. They
returned delighted with the appearance of the country, A-
bout the same time, General Thompson, of Pennsylvania,
commenced an extensive course of surveys of the rich lands
on the north fork of Licking. In 1774, other surveyors
followed the sameroute. ~ Afterreaching the Falls of Ohio,
they travelled up both sides of Kentucky river, as far as
Elkhorn, on the north, and Dick’s river on the south.
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This year, the fitst cabin for family habitancy was built
on the present site of Harrodsburg, by James Harrod.  This
habitation answered the double purpose of a house and a
fort. The ocenpants were emigrants from \lnunnwahei'x.
All the Tadians north-west of the Ohio were now at open
war with the Virginians. A severe !.mtlh—:,\-.hiuh we have
already noticed, was fought between the parties at the

mouth of the (m“H Kenhawa. It terminated in favor of

thé Virginians, The battle field w:m called Pomnt Pleas-
ant.  Many of the soldiers returned to the south-western
parts of Virginia through Kentucky, Governor Dunmore,
who then {‘nmlu.uulml the main army of militia, who had
not been in the action of Point Pleasant, marched into the
Indian country. Peacewas soon after made between him
and the Indians. 'The surveyors were again able to exe-
cute their commissions.  While the covernment of Virgin-
iz made use of these means to render the country safely
habitable, individuals in several places built eabins; inhab-
ited them one season, and then returned to their homes; n
this way giving themselves a future claim to the land, up-
on which they had butlt, Harrodsburg, Booneshorough,
and Logan’s camp, near the present allﬁui Stamford, were
the first permanent r:.L,Hh.nmm.a. The two latter settle-
ments were made under the auspices of Virginia. Hen-
derson and company had been induced, Iw exaggerated
accounts of the fertility of the soil, to wish for some ¢l 1im,
to enable them to muimlmim- III{‘ profits which would
accrue from the occupancy and sale of the new country.
They accordingly made that purchase of lands from the
I]lfil:lllh to which we have refe rred, and in which Boone
was their agent. Boone was now upon the A
fort was built, and a land office opened by Henderson- and
company, for the sale of theirlands. 'The purchasers were
to receive titles in virtue of that which, Henderson and
company had received from the Indians. This would
have beena golden speculation indeed, could this company
have realized their expectations. Virginia had as yet at-
tached little value to her western possessions. The great
conflict between the colonies and the mother country had
occupied all her chief thoughts and energies. Things so
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remained, until in common with the other states, she pro-
claimed herself free and inde pendent, and alone possessing
the nuht of extinguizhing the Indian claims w ithin her ter-
11!ur\. and nml\mu sales of her lands.

The I{Wlu](llu.v of that state declared Henderson’s pur-
chase mlll. as far as concerned the validity of the claim;
but eflectual so far as related to exlm;utrhlllg the claims
of the Indians within her territories. 'I'o indemnify Hen-
derson for his loss, they made him a compensation of two
hundred thousand acres of land, lying at the mouth of Green
river. The association was -.1IJ sfied with this grant; ‘and
the settlers under titles received from them in other [mi%
of the country, looked to Virginia for protection in their
richts. The IL”I‘*[.IHHL‘ it the same time confirmed a pur-
chase, made by Colonel ‘Donaldson from the six nations, of
the country north of Kentucky river. The Indian claim to
the whole of Ke: ntucky, north of llle Tennessee, was now
extinguished by purchase.” James Harrod aud his men
joined the Virginians at the battle of Point Pleasant. Af-
ter peace with the Indians, he returned to Harrodsburg,
and gathered around him a sufficient number of woodsmen
to render Harrodsburg a safe retreat of re fuge for travellers
and immigrants. A IU(I(| sufficiently wide for a single file
of pack horses, had been npwnml by Daniel Boone from the
geftlement on ‘Llulmm to Kentuc I\\' river. He remioved
with his Lumlx and followers to Hn:;nuhmmwh Several
families moved to Harrods shurg in the month of Sepiember,

775. Three womei with their hushands and children,

came this year to encounter all the flunrrmf» of the savage
wilderness, the privations and hardships of a backwood’s
life, and the severe confinement of humn shut up in the lim-
its of a fort. These permanent settlements were viewed
by the Indians with extreme jealousy. They seem to have
been perfectly aware, to what results these things must
lead. They commenced a systematic course of murder-
ing all whom they could find l|npmlw'fud, and beyond the
htmt\ of the forts.

James Harrod, the founder of this settlement, was an-
other character like Boone, exac tly fitted forthe duties and
calls of the relation, which he sustained to the colony, [t
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was not ambition that placed him at the head of a party,
and his little colony; byt the call of the people, and an in-
timate and deep feeling, that he was more qualified for
those duties, than.any one arvound him. - He was a brave
and expert huntsman,and a man of generous, frank, and
independent character. He possessed, in an eminent de-
gree, that instinctive keenness of tact, to seize the clue and
eireumstances, that guide the hunter in a straight and safe
direction through the pathless woods.. He united the in-
stinets ofan Indian to the caleulations and reasoning poy-
ers of civilized man. Any one, at'all conversant with the
scenes of a first settler in the wilderness, and the requisite
traits for counsel and guidance in the leader of such an es-
tablishment, can see at once what an invaluable actjuisi-
tion such a man would be to such a settlement.  When the
Indians had committed thefts or murders, he was always
at hand to head an expedition of retaliation, or recovery.
When a family made known, that their stock of provisions
was running low, he was ready to shouldér his vifle, and
to scour the woods to hunt for a supply.  The hunting of
lost cattle and horses in the woods is a profession in which
the genius and skill of .a backwoodsman has a peculiar
field of development. ~ Those who live in the old settle-
ments cannever imagine the skill, which men in sitoations
like his, acquire in that way. The finding of cattle, lost
in the woods, is a thing of vital importance.to the first set-
tlers in such a country. They who had lost them, repair-
ed to Mr. Harrod. He sallied forth, availing himself of
his peculiar resources in this sort of éxperience, and their
cattle were found.

So dear did this way of life become to him, that after
this primitive state of things had all passed away, after he
had obtained the commission of colonel, had a family,
friends, and comforts of all kinds multiplied around him,
he used to leave his house, and repair to those parts of
Kentucky; thatiwere still wide and waste wilderness aboun-
ding in game. He would there remain; in the depth of
voods, two or-three weeks, secluded from the sicht of eyv-
ery human being. In one of these expeditions he lost his
life; but how, or where, is not exaetly known, He left a
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daughter, and an ample estate in lands.  The early stages
of the sutlumnt of this state were fruitful in pmduung
characters of thiskind. Their names, exploits, and hair
breadth escapes will remain themes of interest in the nar-
ratives of their descendants around the evening fire.

The third station, as we have mentioned, was at Luuﬂn'*
camp. Lul]umn Logan was by birth a hlﬂmmn By
the death of his father, when he was only 1oultcul he was
left with the care of a large family. He prov ided for the
support of hismother; saw his ﬁumly settled, left Vumma,
and repaired west of th{, mountams, to thcsc new regions,
to provide for himself. He purchased lands, married, and
commenced improvements on the Holston. He was with
Lord Dunmore, when he made peace with the Indians, in
1774. The next year he visited Kentucky, selected the
spot where he afterwards built his fort, and in 17 76, re-
moved his family to the country. These three settlements
of Boone, Harrod; and Logan were the grand rallying
points for 'the »1}111(11\. settlors dispersed over all the coun-
try.  The Indians were considered as enemies, for there
was no security by day or night, but in these stations.

The 14th of July, 1776, a (Lmnhtu of Daniel Boone,
and two.daughters of Colonel Ca]lmm\ , were encountered
by the [ndmnw beyond the preeincts of the fort, and were

carried aw ay 1>1|~n:1(-1- Daniel Boone collected a party
of eight men, and immediately followed them. On the 16th
of the month, th \ey were retaken uninjured, and two of the
Indians were killed, ~ It would be useless to attempt tode-
seribe the joy of the parents and their lost daughters a
this meeting. It is 'a scene "which no words can paint.
The narrative of their recapture, had we space to give it,
would be one of extreme interest.

Soon afterwards, the settlers ascertained that the Indi-
ans had brought a considerable force into the country, and
had divided it into small bodies, with which it was intended
to attack and’destroy the scttlcnwm‘ﬂ indetail. They had
no knowledge of the modes of bringing and sustaining a
considerable force in the field. They can not make Wledt
efforts in a pitched battle,or in besieging a fort. But ihcy
are cunning, persevering, and terrible bcyond conception,
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in carrying into effect the injuries and murders, which they
meditate in this way. It is inconceivable, with what dex-
terity they provide for their own safety, while they- plan
the murder of their enemy. They conceal themselves in
a thicket, among the weeds, behind a fence, or any eovert.
Here they lie through the whole day or night, to way-lay
the path, where they suppose the object of their revenge
will pass.  When they imagine their aim is sure, they fire,
and if circumstances warrant, dart on their victim and take
hisscalp. If they dare not do this, they slide back to their
ambush, retreat, and are gone, carrying with them the

pleasant thought, that they have destroyed one or more of

their enemies. They cut off the supplies of a garrison, by
killing or driving off theiv cattle. They secrete themselves
in ambush near the springs and watering places, that they
may kill or capture those who repair there, unconscions
of their danger. In the night, they place themselves near
the gate of the fort, and watch patiently, until the morning,
that they may kill the first person that comes forth. They
are remarkably adroit in stratagems, to decoy the garri-
son out on one side, while they enter on the other,and kill
the women and children. . When they have exhausted their
stock of provisions, they supply themselves anew from the
chase, and return to the siege, in the hope of getting anoth-
er scalp.  Their objectis in this way, to kill the garrison,
or destroy the settlement in detail, ;
When at this distance of time we contempliate the hor-
ror of women and children, in conceiving such an enemy
always about them in the pathless wilderness, it astonishes
us, that settlers could ever have been found, who wounld
put their lives in their hand, and march so far away {rom
their native country and home, to encounter these dangers.
We are surprised that they could cheerfully meet the la-
bors of cultivation and the field, constantly surrounded by
these dangers; and still more that they would expose them-
selves to the greater dangers of hunting, under such eir-
cumstances, But notwithstanding all these difficulties and
dangers, in number and magnitude not to be described, the
population of Kentucky was constantly increasing. The
country was so extensive, that the numbers of the Indians
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were not sufficient, to allow them to sprmd over the whoele
of it. (Jonsoqnulllx. the solitary family that plunged
deep info the wilderness, although far from the protection
of the for [%, might escape, through the ignorance of the
Indians of th(‘ir situation. It appears from the records of
pre-emption rights, that more improvements were made
in 1776, than any preceding year. Many of those, who
afterwards filled the most conspicuous places in the coun-
try, were immigrants of this year. Among these we may
name George Rnnum Clark. Leestown, situated a mile
below where Frankfort now stands, and so named from
Willis Lee, who had been killed | by the Indians, was es-
tablished ihla year, as a wm]vnmm for the hunters and
improvers on the north side of the river. It was at first
nothipg more than a cluster of cabins. “wmv of the other
establishments that have since become considerable towns
were inferior even to this. These isolated settlements
could not withstand the fury of the Indian attacks, and
were all deserted during the first year of them. Vi ntrmm
was now so much interested in these remote st'ltluuenl
and the country which she claimed here, that during the
session of her legislature, in 1776, a law was passed, con-
stituting that ]nut of the country which had hitherto been
a part of the county of Fincastle, in Virginia, a Reparate
county by the name of Kentucky. The lu,nnshnu s of the
new county were defined, and constituted much the same
country which now composes this state. The act gave
the inhabitants of the riew county a right to a county wnrt
with the customary jurisdiction, and all the usual uvll
and military officers.

The county was duly organized. A court of |n-t1rc
was established, to hol tl! untulx sessions at Harrodsburg
which was tmnpuk(,rl of six or eight men, respectable | for
talent and information. They were, ex offieto, ]nm( es of
peace. They could, besides, hold monthly sessions for
the despatch of mdmnn business. Be njamin Logan was
of their number. T Im\ were duly attended by theirsher-
iff. The officers for a regiment of militia were commis-
stoned. They immediately classed the citizens, whether
resident or not, in eompanies or battalions. ~'The military
6
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operations were under the control of a county lieutenant,
with the title of colonel.

During the winter the Indians were forced into’a kind
of truce by the severity of the season. The return. of
spring hmutrht with it the renewal of Indian hostilities.
Ben‘jamm L m'.tn removed to his own (‘dl’i![),“]lltl! he foy-
tified for defe nce. - Altho ugh the Indians were in the coun-
try, this camp escaped attack until May. Harrodsburg
was attacked in March. From the beginning this had
been the strongest post in the country. U IIfUJil:Ih‘LfC]\,:lt
the time of the assault, some of the men that belonged to
it were alisent. ~ The 6th of March, a large party of Indi-
ans, marching privately throngh the woods, surprised three
persons who were making animprovement. One was ta-
ken prisoner. One was killed and one escs ape d, and gave

information to the garrison of Harrodsburg, of the appear
ance of the Indians, Ie was a mere youth, by name,
James Ray, the same who was afterwards General Ray.
The Indians, aware that the place was forewarned, and
prepared for them, deferred the attack until the nextday,
when Harrodshurg was infested, afier the Indian method
of warfare.. 'The notice, short as it was, had enabled the
people to put the place in the best order for defence.  The
fire commenced, and some were wounded on both sides.
The assailants soon became satisfied with their reception,
and withdrew ]Ld\]l]tr one of their number slain behind.
This fact alwi '\ indicates great discomfiture on the part
of the Indians, or greater rashness on the part of theslain.
For it is well known to be their most sacred and inyaria-
ble custom, to remove their dead and wounded. This cus-
tom, probably, has its origin in a purpose to prevent the
enemy from ascertaining their loss

After their repulse, the Indians encamped in a body
near the fort. They were in too great numbersto be pur-
sued. * On the 15th of April, Buunc;:lmrough in turn was
attacked by one hundred savages. They were received
there with such a determined spirit, that the ey retired after
having killed one person, and w mmd{,d four. Their own
killed and wounded were withdrawn,so that their loss conld
not be ascertained, Nearly the same number, and proba-
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bly the same force that bad besiezed Boonesborongh, soon
afterwards attacked Liogan’s fort. It contained fih',ucn per-
sons, nl' whom two were killed, and a third wounded. The
enemy’s loss, as before, was not ascertained. The forts
of Boone and Harrod were about equi-distant from Lo-
gan’s; and they were the only places, whense help co ild
be expected. These places, besides, were kept in such
confinual alarm, that it was uaelea: to look for help from
them. The little garrison suffered greatly. They were
sustained by the dauntless example of Logan, and a con-
sciousness-of the result of capture. The savages hung
pertinaciously round the fort, as though determined to reap
the full measure of vengeance, of wln(, 1 they had been dis-
appointed at the two other forts.

At the moment of attack, the women were without the
fort, milking the cows. The men were guarding them.
The Indians approached them under covert of a thick cane
brake, which had not been cleared away around the cab-
ins. Thence they fired upon the people, and killed two,
as we have mentioned. A third person was wounded.
The remainder with the women reached the fort unhurt.
As soon as they reached the fort, the Indians, unwilling
to lose their powder and lead, relaxed their fire. An affec-
ting incident occurred, whlr‘h, as strongly illustrative of
Inlian munners, and the circumstances  of these kinds of
wartare, we will relate.

The h:ai:g 2d, looking from the fort, perceived that one
of those whom lhey had supposed killed by the Indian fire,
was still alive, and strugsling to erawl towards the fort.
He evidently dreaded bcmT mangled and scalped by thé
Indians; and yet seemed LUE el tha.t if he made exertions
to drag himself to the fort, they might be sufficient to at-
tr m t the attention of the Iu lians, anl yet not sufficient to
enabie him to accomplish his purpose. The unhappy man,
m_.meIqu, knew Ilut he had a family in the fort, and
that deliverance was within a few rods of him. The gen-
erous feelinzs of the intrepid Liozan would not allow him
to se2 him making these insffsctual struggles, without an
effort to aid him. He tried to raise volunteers: from the
garrison, to o out with him, and make an exertion to bring
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the wounded man in. But such was the probability that
death would be the forfeit of the exposure, that none could
be found, buta certain man, named Martin, who had pri-
ded himself on the reputation of a soldier, to offer his ser-
vices. The man raised himself upon his knees, and seem-
ed to be strugoling forward.  The two intended deliver-
ers proLcedcd mrruhm to the gate.. At that point Martin
recoiled and tarned back; Logan was left alone. He saw
the poor man, after crawling a few steps, sink to the earth.
His compassion could not sustain the sight. Collecting
his powers, and putting his life in his hdll(l he rushed
forth, took up the half dead victim in his arms, and bore
him amidst a shower of balls into the fort. Soms2 of the
balls were buried in the pallisades elose by his head.

But along with this happy omen, another of a diffcrent
aspect was seen. On the raturn of the wounded man, the
g'uu-nu discovered that they had but a few more shots of
ammunition left; and there was no chance of replenishing
their stock, nctuu than the other two forts. They were
aware at the same time, that these garrisons would need all
they had for themselves. To detach any of their number
to go to the settlement on Holston, would be so to weaken
their number as toleave them almost a certain prey to the
invader. To sustain the siege without ammunition, was
impossible.  To.go to Holston was the elected alternative.
As the life of every member of the garrison depended npon
the success of the expedition, it was necessar y to select on
the party, men who could judge with promptness. and
decision, what was best to be done in cases of emergency;
and who were expert woodsmen, and capable of &.llf:iallllllﬁ'
every kind of fatigue and suffering:

Logan, indispensible as his presence was in the garri-
son, was unanimously elected to head the party, to be de-
spalchcrl on this still more important expedition. It would
be difficult for imagination to group a more affecting pic-
ture, than the parting of this small forlorn hope from their
families, left.in the desolate forests thus reduced in num-
bers, and without ammunition, and surrounded by a say-
age foe. We can see them looking back upon the pale
faces of their familiesy and contemplating from the thick
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cane brake, the pathless wilderness, which their imagina-
tions would naturally represent filled with their ruthless
enemies. But these mz2n of iron sinew, although they had
generous and tender hearts, had sound judgments and
strong minds. They felt that the step was necessary.
.l‘im\ mizht be allowed to drop ¢natural tears,” and to cast
fond looks behin i, as they went forth with stealthy pace
from their weeping friends, to thread their way through
the woods without beinz seen by the besieging savages.
Thay took for this purposs, an entirely untrodden track
tlnn'ttrh the forests; and crossed the Cumberland moun-
tain l:_\ a route, which had, probably, never been trodden
before. We presums it never has been since.

They reached Hbolston in safety;.,and obtained the re-
quisite supplies.  Logan entrusted them to the remainder
of his small party, with directions how to proceed; and
started on his way homs alone, preceding the slower ad-
vance of this party, to carry in ammunition. Within ten
days from the time of his departure from the fort, he per-
formed this long, hazardous, lonely journey, and reacllcd
the fort again. Tt was still invested by the savages, and
almost in despair. His return seemed an interposition
of Providence, and naturally tended to invigorate and en-
courage the besiezed. The return of the pmi\ soon after,
with ammunition, yielded them the physical means of an-
noying the enemy, and sustaining the siege.

A new dn]:_ulr\ arose. The garrison was approaching
a state of starvation, and must hant to relieve their neces-
sities.  This new difficulty once more spread the gloom of
despair over their prospects. But as they were resign-
ing their hopes of escaping the savages, Colonel Bowman
arrived at the fort with an hundred men, and dispersed
them. The Canadiansleft a proclamation which had been
prepared by the governorof Canada. It seemed to be in-
tended for circulation among the people, It offered pro-
tection to those of the people who would abjure their alle-
giance to the revolted colonies, and threatened those who
would not. The paper was carried to Logan, who con-
cealed it .carefully through fear of the effect it might worlk
upon the minds of the lmopib,
6 *
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The arrival of the force under Colonel B aw:n'm, and
the consequent dispersion of ‘the Indians, was calculated
to raisz the spirits of the garrison.  But in the midst of
their exi lllalmn and _]u\q thf, learned that his men were
enlisted but for a short time, great part ul which had been
consumed on their march to I;h“n relief. - They foresaw
that the departure of this force would be I.ha sure rn-*xr‘*u‘nl
of the horrors of the Indian invasion. = They were again
in want of ammunition; and Logan again underto: 1]\ the
long and lonely expedition to Hbolston; ;vnl Once more re-
turned with a suppl\. Nothing mspires animation and in-
trepidity in men, like seeing bv G\!)C.lll['l._.llt what may be
done I)y IJdthll[:e and courage, in suattumng or \.mqlu:h-
ing difficulties, and being found equalto all emergencies.
About this time, too, they were animated by being joined
by Mr. Montgomery with a party of soldiers.

On the 4th of July y the Indians, untiring and determin-
ed in their hostilities, asain attacked Boonesborough. T
prevent this fort from receiving assistance from the two
others, they had recourse to their customary F}l.‘m of dll-
noyance; and sent detachments from their main body,
intimidate each of the forts, so as to prevent its .mlm'r L!lc
other.  In this siege the Indians killed one man, and wour-

dediwo others. It was ascertained that they lost soms of

their own number, although the killed were removed, ac-
cording to custom. They kept up the sieze with great
vigor two days and nights lnI. finding all their efforts to
take the pl wee ineffectual, they sudde nly dis: apper red.

On the 25th of this meh, a party consistin a of forty-
five men, joined Boone from North melul. In the in-
tervals of these sieges, the inhabitants of the forts cleared
and cnltivated their fields. = A part kept guard, while the
other part labored. This state of continned hostility na-
turally-inspired a HITIIEI of adventurous revence; and cave
to these contests all the interest, which the strongest foal-
ings of the ]mnnn heart can impart.  The continued re-
currence of danger, created a natural eallonsness and in-
difference to it; and it becamea point of keen and intense
study, which party HIIJ'I'[' see each other first, and get the
first shot.  In this species of dexterity the woodsmen were

-
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quite as close-and sure marksmen as the savages. The
latter began to acquire a,respectful caution, in reference
to mzeting the former, and were very shy in approaching
the garrisons. The Indians had already denominated the
Virginians, as_has been seen, ‘Long Kaife.’ They could
now add that they were close shooters. - Winter returned,
and the Indians as usual left them. The term of service,
also, of the militia men of whom we have spoken, expired
this autumn, and they returned to their homes. There re-
mained at Booneshorough twenty-two, and at Harrodshurg
sixty-five, and at Logan’s fort fifieen men.

The 1st of Jannary, 1776, Boone with thirty men, went
to the lower ‘Blue licks? to make salt for the different set=
tlements. - The 7th of the next month, while he was in the
woods, on a hunt to supply the salt makers with food, he
came upon a party of one hundred and two Indians, march-
ing to the assault of Boonesborongh, the third attempt up-
on this ill-fated place. It was clearly of all the settle-
ments, the object of their most settled dislike and revenge.
Boone fled, but the savages pursued and took him prisoner.
They then advanced upon the licks and made twenty-sev-
en of the salt mekers prisoners by capitulation, The In-
dians, delighted with this signal saccess, marched their
prisoners in trinmph throuzh tha forests, and across the
Ohio to Chillicothe. On this march the weather was ex-
ceedingly inclement, and suffering: from its se verity in
common with their prisoners, induced thesavages {0 show
lenity to them.  If; instead of marching home with their
spoils, the savages had bent all their efforts against Boones-
borough, weakened as it was by the loss of so many of its
men, it is probable that they would this time have succeed-
ed in capturing the place. Flushed by this success, they
would have vanquishad the othar two forts, and, no-douht,
would have murdered the inhabitants, as they threatened,
and would thus have broken up the settlements for this
time. But though the savages gzncrally manifest sufli-
cient cunninz, they appear to want combined thought; and
seldom make use ofone advantags, as a mean of obtaining
another; and notwithstandinz their owa exultation, and
the depression of the sattlers,in consequence of this great
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success, they left the forts unmolested for a considerable
tims afterwards. - Could ths savageshave realizad all the
misery which the inhabitants sufferad, in consequence of
the carcying off s> many of their numbers into such a
dreadful eaptivity, even thzir vindictive spirit would have
been satisfied with the extent of tha sufferine inflicted.

In the month of March, eleven of the prisaners, among
whom was Boons, were led away from Chillicothe to De-
troit, and presented to the British commandant, Hamilton.
The governor offered them an hundred pounds, as a ran-
som for Boone, intending, as ha2 said, to set him at liberty
on a parole; forthe reader will not need to be informad
that this was at the commencemant of ths revolutionary
war. “They refussd it. A situation more vexatious toa
spirit like his, than that in which he was thus placed, can
not easily be imagined. 'The least attempted movemant
towards escape would alarm the vigilant savages, and on
the other hand he refused the offzr of supplies of indispen-
sable nscessaries by the British, as enemies of his country,
and as never expecting to be able to repay them. The
companions of his captivity were left to the British at De-
troit, and he was compelled to return with his savage nuas-
ters to Chillicothe. Soon after his return to that place, he
was adopted into the family of one of the principal men of
the tribe, and wisely appeared tobe reconciled to his now
way of life, and to accommodate himself to it with cheer-
fulness. Such deportment by such a mighty hunter and
untamed spirit, could not but win the confilence and af
fection of his masters. When challenged to a trial of his
skill with the rifls; he foand it much less difficult to sur-
pass them in the closeness of his sh oting, than to van-
quish the envy and ill will created by this visible superi-
arity in a point of so much importance in the eyes of that
race.  Hs proved himself a most suceessful hunter, He
found it easy to ingratiate himself with the king chief of
the Shawnese, by showing great apparent deference to
him, and by always granting him a share of the proceeds
of his hunt, Thus leading a life in accordance with his
instinctive propensities, and acquired habits, and in great
honor among that primitive race; it is probable, that his
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seeming acquiescence to his lot would have become real,
had it not been for ghe remembrance of his wife and child-
ren at Boonesborough. But these cherished recollections
haunted him, and continually prompted the desire and the

purpose to escape. In June following his captivity ;he

~was taken to tne Scioto salt works, and there employed so

diligently in making salt that he fornd no means of escape.

Oa his return with his masters to Chillicothe, he found
four hundred and fifty warriors, in all their horrible naint-
ing and war garnish, prepared for an expedition against
Boonesborough, ~ With all the love of country and family,
natural to such a man, he now for the first time rejoiced
in his captivity, as it enabled him to obtain such iforma-
tion respecting the objects of this expedition, as, could he
transmit it to the fort, might save it from destriction. He
determined to put in execution his long meditated purpose
of escape. He arose early in the morning, and was al-
lowed to go forth as usual to hunt. He contrived fo se-
crete a little food, enough to answer for one meal, and with
this slender provision made his escape.  In less than five
days he traversed a distance of one hundred and sixty miles,
in which distance, besides other rivers, he crossed the O-
hio. He made but one meal on the journey. - The fort
was found in no state of preparation for the formidable at-
tack that was preparing for it. But this forewarning, a
distinct perception of the danger, and the energy and in=
dustry of Boone soon put it in as high a state of defence
as their means and the shortness of the time of preparas
tion would allow.

Having made their preparations, the garrison were now
anxiously awaiting the appearance of their enemy. The
escape of one of Boone’s companious from captivity brought
news of the expedition to the fort, and informed that in
consequence of his escape, the expedition had been defer-
red three weeks. Fortunately, the garrison had received
accessions of considerable numbers, since the captivity of
Boone. Meanwhile, Boone determined to anticipate their
movements. With nineteen select associates, he set out
from the fort, on an expedition to surprise ¢ Paint creek
town,? an Indian village on the Sciote. - Having arrived

B
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within four miles of thatplace, they were mat by thirty
Indians, who were marching to join the main army, now
on its way to Boonesborough. A battle was immediately
commenced, which terminated in the flicht of the savages.
Not a man of Boone’s party fell. Boone immediately

marched back towards Boonesborough, with all possible’

despatch. On the sixth day of his march, he passed the
main [ndian army unperceived, and on the seventh arrived
at the fort.

The day “after his arrival, tha Indian force appeared,
commanded by Captain Daquesne, eleven other Canadi-
an Frenchmen, and a number of savage chiefs. 'The Brit-
ish flaz was displayed in their centre. They immadiate-
ly invested the fort and sent a regular summons, requiring
Boone to surrender. This was by far the most imposing
force that had ever been seen in the country; and it wag
natural that the first view of it should produce consterna-
tion. Boone requested two days, in which to consider the
propriéty of a surrender; and the savages weakly granted
the request. The garrison consisted of fifty men, and the
odds in numbers was fearful. Boone assembled them;
harangued them and placed before them the chances of
their alternatives ; on the one hand victory or defeat, in
case of resistance; and on the other hand the entire plun-
der, and the hopeless condition of captivity, in consequence
of surrender. The consnltation was short, and the answer
unanimous, that as long as one man lived, the fort should
be defended. It may be supposed that the garrison dili-
gently employed these two days of truce, in completing
their defences. They had collected their cattle and hor-
ses, and driven them into the fort. At the expiration of
the time, Boone, from one of the bastions, thauked the com-
mander of the Indians, for the time allowed him for pre-
paration, and proclaimed the result of the determinations
of the garrison. Duquesne, disappointed in the expecta-
tion of surrender, endeavored to carry his point by dupli-
city. Hedeclared that he was charged by governor Ham-
ilton, to take the garrison prisoners; but not to treat them
harshly, and that if nine of the principal men would come
out, and cnter into parley with him, he would withdraw,
upon condition that the garrison would swear allegiance
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to his master.~ To treat upon such terms would at least
gain time, and Boone consented. The conference was
opened within fifty yards ot the fort gate, 'I'be articles
were few, c.\phc,.u, and soon seftled. B it it was remarked
that many of the Indians, who had nothing to do in the trea-
ty, stalked about the contracting parties, under suspicious
c1|cmn:~mm_c~. The articles were signed. Boone was
informed that it was customary in ::ltch cases, that two

principal Indians should shake hands with one ‘of each of
the whites. This, too, was granted; and twoapproaching
each of the nine, endeavored tc Ilmr them off as prisoners.
Boone instantly fmun(d their purpose. - He and his men,
by a violent strugzle, disengaged themselves from th 1e grasp
of the Indians, and made for the fort. A volley of balls
was fired upon them, and one man was wo nded. - The
enemy immediately resumed an unremitting attack. The
IJG»IGHL ssoon attempted to undermine the fort. This at-

tu:xpt was probably dictated to them by their French com-
mander; lm they knew little of w lu,except the use of gun-
powder .uui brute force. #he garrison discovered 1Emt
their enemy was attempting to undermine the fort, on the
side of the river, by remarking that the river, which was
clear above, was turbid I:(':nJ\\. with the carth and clay
thrown out by the excayation. To counteract the effect of
this mine, the garrison dug a trench within;and by throw-
ing the earth of the trench over: the \mil. manifested to
their foe that lEu y penetrated: their purpos Perceiving
that they were not like to carry their ])mpute, either by
fraud or force, the enemy dummncd on the 20th of August.
"Two men were killed, and four wounded in the fort. lln,
savages had thirty-seven killed. Tie number of their
w ormuuj could not be ascertained from tke circomstance
that they were immediately carried off. 'This was the
last combined and powerful effort against Boonesborough,
The assailants were to the h(_“-l!'!ft‘li, as six toone. Hmy
had skilful leaders, and were not deficient in ferocious
courage. The w -.l“‘- of the fortification were combustible,
and |JLIl twelve feet high; and the garrison no better arm-
ed or supplied than their foe: It wasa striking example
of the difficulty of conquering a small force of imtrepid
men, who have determined never to surrender.
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An the succeeding autumn, Boone made a journey fo
North Carolina to b1mn" back his wife, who, during his
captivity among the Indi 1ans, had returned to her father’s
house, r_lc-.spaumg of his IC‘-IIH]] The Indians had made
no open attack upon Logan’s fort, during this period. He
had, howeyer, casual skirmishes with lhcm, as his men
met them at different points in the woods. In one of these
rencontres he was severely wounded. ~ That these infant
settlements survived these sustained hostilities of the sav-
ages, and continued to increase in the woods, so far away
from the protection of the parent state, evidences the in-
trepidity and spirit of these primitive nurslings of storms
and dangers.  All this while, the parent state was engaged
in a str umrle for existence with the gigantie foree of Great
Britain; “and could do little more, than look occ: astonally
from her own H'[“‘i)(]'l{:l:'l'l conflicts, with admiration upon
the bravery of her children in the new country, contend-
ing with hosts of savages, headed, ureed on, and supplied
by the British of Can: ada, with the means of annoyance.
But in 1778, having a moment of brea hing time, Virginia
felt that sound policy, as well as maternal and good feel-
ing, called upon her for some efficient measures, to render
a ]L‘-:&-l(lf_‘]l([‘ in the woods of Kentucky more safe and desi-
rable. Tt was within the scope of her policy, to reduce
the British posts on the frontiers of the Ohio country, and
of the Wabash, whence the savages were supplied with
armes, mt*n.tmna and incitement to sally forth, and make
incursions upon the new settlements. For this purpose
she raised a regiment of F.rm[w, and gave the command to
George Rogers Clark., The force consisted of between
twoand threc hundred men. Colonel Clark was intimate=
ly acquainted with the topography of the western country,
d.’[ld, as alter events abundantly showed, admirably qu: 1]1_
fied for a command of this kind,  His main force descend-
ed by water from the Monongahela to the Falls of Ohio,
where he was joined by some troops from Kentucky. Fhu-
teen families ace urlqmn’ul him on this expedition, who fix-
ed themselves ‘on an island near the Falls, called since,

“Corn island.” This was the germ whence sprang the
flourishing town of Louisville.
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CHAPTER VI.
FIRST SETTLEMENT OF KENTUCKY CONTINUED.

Tae settlement which Colonel Clark left at ‘Corn isl-
and’ had a deep interest in his success. They w elcqnty
or sevently miles distant fromany aid in Kentucky. T hey
were equally exposed to the attacks of the British and In-
dians; and dared not remove from the shelter of the island,
until after the capture of Vincennes, by Colonel Clark.
They then removed to Louisville, fixing themselves just
below the mouth of Beargrass. Being the head quarters
of Colonel Clark, and otherwise a mmna!h eligi ;]c situ-
ationy it soon received such accessions of stlcngllt and nuni-
bers, as to become an important settlement, and the nu-
cleus of various others.

We may, per lmih. in this place most properly introduce
another of 1I1b famous partizans insavage w mlmc Simon
Keunton, alias Butler, who from humble begin: 1ings, made
himself ecnspicuous m, distinguished servicesand achieve-
ments; in the first settlement of this country, and ought to
be recorded as one of the patriarchs of Kentuecky. He
was born in Virginia,in 1753. . He grew to matur 11\ with-
out being able to read or write; but from his et wly exploits,
he seems to. haye been endowed with feelit ugs, which the
educated, and those bornin the upper walks of hic appear
to-suppose a monopoly reserved for themselves. It is re-
corded of him, that at the age of nineteen he had a vio-
lent contest with anocther competitor for the favor of the
lady of his love. She refused to make an election between
them; and the subject of this notice indignantly exiled him-

self lmm his native place. Afler various }:uwmmnmm
onthe long rivers of the west, he fixed himself'in Kentucky,
and soon became a (]I‘-ll!l'”lhh(‘d partizan against the say
ages. In 1774, h::jnmui himself to Lord Dunmore, and
was appointed one of his spies. Ile made various excur-
sions, and performed. important services: in this employ.

7
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He finally selected a place for improvement on the sit¢
where Washington now is. Returning one day from hunt-
ing, he hnmcl one of his companions slain by the Indians,
and his bedy thrown into the™ire. He lL‘It\\‘mhumh.u1!1
consequence, uiact joined himua-ii' to Colonel Clark in his
fortunate and gallant expedition against Vincennes and
Kaskaskia. He was sent by that commander with de-
spatches for Kentucky. He passed through the sireets of
Vineennes, then in possession of the British and Indians,
without discovery. Arriving -at White river, he and his
party made a raft, on which to cross with their guns and
bageage, driving their horses info the river, and compel-
|1wr them to swim it. - A party of Indians was concealed
on the opposite bank, who took possession-of the horses as
they mounted the bank, d#ter crossing the river. Butler
and hiz co mpany seeing this, continued to float down the
river on their raft, without coming toland. They conceal-
ed themselves in the bushes until night, when ll:r:}' Cross-
ed the river, puisued their journey, and delivered their
(]l?S[hfll(']H'}?.

After this, Butler made a journey of discovery to the
northern n_.-;_rmzl.s of the Ohio country, and was made priso-
ner by the Indians. 'They |1.m1ff‘|i him black, as is their
cusfom, when a victim is devoted to torture; and inform-
ed him that he was destined'to be burned at Chillicothe:
Meanwhile, for their own amusement, and as a prelude to
his torture, they manacled him hand and foot, placed him
on an unbridled and unbroken horse, and turned the ani-
mal loose, driving it off' at its utmost speed, with shouts,
delighted with witnessing its mode of managing under ita
living burden. The horse, unable to shake off' this new
and strange incumbrance, made for the thickest covert of
woods and brambles, with the speed of the winds. It is
easy to conjecture the position and sufferings of the vie-
tim. The terrified animal exhausted itself in fruitless ef-
forts to shake off its load, and worn down and subdued,
brought Butler back to the camp amidst the exulting yells
of the sav ages.

Having arrived within a mile of Chillicothe, they halt-
ed, took Butler from his horse, and tied him to a stake,
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where he remained twenty-four hoursin one position. He
was taken from the stake to ‘run the cauntlet.”  The Indi-
an mode of managing this kind of torture was as follows:
The inhabitants of the tribe; old and young, were pLu ed
in parallel lines, mm{:i with clubs and switches. 'The
victim was to wli e his way to the council house, through
these files, every member of which struggled to beat hnn
as he passed, as severely as possible. If he reached the
council house alive, he was to be spared. In the lines
were nearly six hundred [ndians, and Butler had to make
his way almost a mile in the endurance of this infernal
sport. He was started by a blow; but soon broke through
the files, and had almost reached the council house, when
a stout warrior knocked him down with a club. He was
severely beaten in this position, and taken back again in-
to custody.

[t seems incredible, that they sometimes rescued their
prisoners from these tortures, adopfed them, and treated
them with the utmost lenity and even kindness. At other
times, ingenuity wasexhausted to invent tortures, and every
renewed endurance of the victim seemed to stimulate their
vengeance to new discoveries of cruelty. Butler was one
of t1105= ill-fated subjects. No way satisfied with what
they had done, they marched him from village to village,
to giveall a spectacle of hissufferings. He ran the gaunt-
let thirteen times. He made various attempts to escape;
and 1n one instance would have effected it, had he not been
arrested by some savages who were accidently returning
to the village from which he was es aping. It was final-
ly deter mined to burn him at llw lower ':mmiuslx\' but an
apparent accident changed his destiny.

In passing to the stake, the procession went by the cab-
in of Simon Girty, who had just returned from an unsuc-

cessful e\puhtl:m to the f 1nul1u- of Pennsylvania. The
wretch burned with diu.lppmnlmcrt and revenge; and hear-
ing that there was a white man going to the torture, de-
termined to wreak his vengeance on him.  He found the
unfortunate Butler, threw hin to the ground, and began to
beat him. Butler, who instantly u*mrrnu{,d in Gut\' a
former companion of his youth, ‘made himself known to
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him. Iis savage heart relented.  He raised him up,and
promised to use his influence to save him.  Girty had a
council called, and he moved the savages to give Butler
up to him, He took the unfortunate man home, fed,and
clothed him, and Butler began to recrait from his wounds
and torture.’ But the relenting of the savages in his favor
was onlv momentary. Alter five days, lhu. repented of
their relaxation in his favor, reclaimed hlm. and marched
him to Lower Sand usky to be h1||r'- d, according to their
original purpose. By a surprising coincidence, he there
mel the Indian agent from I.'lk,lunt who from motives of
humanity, exerted his influence m.h the savages for his
release, and took him with him to Detroit. Here he was
paroled by the governor. e escaped, and by a march of
thirty days through the wilderness, reached I\LHIIHI\‘..

In 177 9, while the states generally were stroggling with
the taxes and burdens of the |Mu!:|lmn.1=\: war, wilhout
means or resources, Virginia discovered that she possess-
ed an unwronght mine in her rich western lands. * In this
year she ope med a land office for the sale of these lan ds,
pn'wulmw the terms of conveyance; and found that afier
all legal claims and grants were filled, an immense extent
of country still temli—lw{l at her disposal.  The successes
of Colonel Clark, and the clearness and security of the of-
fered titles, induced many immigrants to repair to the coun-
try. ‘SnmL settled near the old stations; and some scat-
tered themselves in new positions in tlw woods, as their
fancy led them to select; and the general and promiscu-
ous settlement of the L‘HHJIII\ may be said now to have
fairly w,n'nvnf'(*]

In April, 1779,.a block house was built on the present
site of Lexington. Several stations were selected in this
vicinity, and in that of the present position of Danvil l(:.
“:w.'ttlc,mr,ntC- were also made this year on the waters of Be:
grass, Green, and Licking rivers. A station was a cuilu‘tw
ed p IILI“C!H”I am of cabins, united by palisades, so as to
present a eontinued wall on the outer side: and the cakin
doors opened nto a common square o the inner side  OF
course, these stations were the strong holds of the settlers.
They united the strength, furnished the society, and ce-
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mented the friendships of the inhabitants; and were often
the germs™ of populous and busy villages.  Adventurers
crowded upon the country, some ~{'lwlmfr lands for imme-
diate and :]EHIILHIE‘-JIE:-r(.-ll](_‘-.‘[n(,,.lf, and others ¢ -hoosing spots
on which they purposed hereafter to build, returned fo
their native place.

‘The'Indians, though they must now have perceived the
impossibility of arresting this advance of population, and
the permanent occupancy of these hunting grounds, con-
tinued their peilnhu 1ous purpow of revenge, by their cus-
tomary modes of detached’aggression, and the murder of
in'li\'iahrufu and families. Tt is astonishing, how little the
frequent recurrence of these te 1111 le catastrophes seems to
have retarded the settlement of the country, and the stea-
dy advance of the settlers in building and improvement.
"The people began to be conscious of their st IUH'T[EI. and

of the 11Lu'b-!f‘v of an efficient union, fo put an end to the
mgm:«smna of the sav ages. An a:-memhhgb of the settlers
was called at Harrodsburg, to devise the means of carry-
ing their purposes ‘into effect. - The result of the commorr
cotincil was to carry the war into the encmy’s country;
and, as the Shawnese had been most ecnspicuous in their
hostilities, it was determined to fit out -I:ELAI.IL‘.-_IHI n agamst
old Chillicothe, which was their chief town. The volun-
teers were to unite at Harrodsburg, and the command was
assigned to Colonel Bowman. - Logan, Holder, Harrod,
and Bulger commanded under him. Some of the most re-
spectable citizens of the country served as privates. The

~united [oree amounied to two hundred.

They reached Chillicothe undiscovered in July, towards
sunset.  After deliberation, it was determined to defer the
attack, until the dawn of i}h succeeding morning. The
force was divided into two detachme 111«, one commanded
by Colonel Bowman, and the other by (,apmm L.ogan.
The one party was ordered to march to the right, and the
other to the left; and upon a given signal) to surround the
town, and attack it in conce rt. The party commanded
by Logan repaired to the assigned point, and waited in
vain for the signal. The atlenrion of the Indians was
drawn to this point by the barking of a dog. At this mo-

#
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ment one of the other party discharged o gun. . The whele
village of course was alarmed in 2 moment. The women
and children were hurried into the woods, through a path
not yel occupied by the assailants; and the warriors col-
lected in a strong cabin. -~ All this passed under the eyes
of Logan’s party, who immediately took pessession of some
of: the deserted -cabins. It was now: day light, and fre-
quent shots were exchanged between the parties. The
expedient of Logan, to march safely to the assault of the

abin was an ingenious one; and as far as our reading ex-
{ends, original. Hv propos ;,d to his party, to tear off the
Indian cabin doors 5, and each to carry one before him as a
breast work, in advancing upon the Indian cabin, where
the warriors were assembled.  As they -were m'uchmﬂ'
upon the foe behind their miveable wall, Colonel Bowman
perceiving that their plan of surprising the Indians was
(1]:‘”11( erted, sent them an mdu to retreat. Captamn Lo-
gan’s party were astonished at this order, and reluctantto
obey it.. The retreat must take place over an open prai-
rie, exposzd to the covert fire of the Indians. Instend of
a conzeried retreat in good order; every oné endeavored
to make the best of his way from the danger, in the mode
dictated by his own _}.1[}__1‘!11 'nt.  Each one started away
from behind his concealment; and made for the wood at
his utmost speed.  Some of their number fell by the bul-
lets, which the savages showered upon them as they fled
over the prairie.  T'he stragelers assembledin the woods,
and resumed something like order. The Indians sallied
ott upon the invaders, commanded by their chief, Black
.I‘ln]i. They were much inferior in numbers, not exceed-
ing I:i:irt}.'; yet ( 'olonel Bowman’s force, once intimidated,
eontinued to fly before them under the im pulse of terror,
and were severely pressed. Hisforce was brought to a
halt, in a low -and sheltered ground. His fire upon the
surrounding enemy, who were protected behind bushes,
produced little eflect. Captains Logan and Harrod, and
others mounted some pack horses, and made a charge up-
on the Indians. ‘Ihis assanlt somewhat stageered them..
Black Fish was killed, and the Indians in their tarn took
tofhght. "I'he men pursued an unmolested march home-
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wards. In this ill managed expedilion nine meén were
killed and one wounded, ‘The Indian loss was compara-"
tively small.  Ouly twoor llnr:u were known to be killed:

The winter of 1779 and ? ), was remarkable for itg
length and severity, and 111{: accumulation of ice and
snow. Many families immigrating to the country, in their
transit over the mountains, were arrested by the siows,
and suffered exceedingly from cold and hunger. Their
cattle pcl'ishe:l; and in some caszss the owners were com-
pelled, by starvation, to feed upon their bodies. When
they .umul in Kentucky, they found, indeed, plenty of
animal food; !:-llth: :_rmm of the country had been all
consumed. They were introduced to the new modes ofa
backwoods life, by being obliged to subsist upon milk and
meat. The arrival of so many new settlers in the s; pring,
rendered all the stations sb crowded, thatit was I-.mn:l ne=
cessary to establish many new settlements in the forests.
"The old stations; in the central parts of the state, were, of
course, the %JFL:T from Indian attack; aad the country ]uu]
now an interior and a frontier; a safe and an exposad re
gion. Many of the settlers '1t the close of this vear, Ind
a rustic abundance of all that the country could supply.
Some of the immigrants of this year were men distinguish-
ed for talents and :-a['l.lllll]]“‘ in the regions from which they
came. Among them we may name Colopel Thomas Mar-
shall, who had distinguished himself at the battle of Bran=
dywine. Colonel Slanghter, also, deszended the Ohio, to
the Falis with one hun: lml and fifty Virginia sol llms.
This force added to that of Colonel (“‘Lulx, already sta-
tioned there, gave this place the aspect of'a regnlar fortifi-
cation. The effect, however, was not such as mi ght have
been hoped. = The peaple became confident, an | careless,
in their imasinadsecurity, ‘The Inlians derived more ad-
vantages than the whites from the protection of thz Ohio.
They “could cross that river in thair canses at any point,
l"‘lni.”".,ii] inder, inurder,and-return belore the pe: mh' c ].1]d
be suffizieatly aroisad to pursue them; and when once
they had the Ohio in their front, and the interminable for-
ests north of it in their rear, it was useless to follow them.
Somztimes the soldiers mst them and measured back a se-
vere retaliation,




80 INDIAN WARS

Meanwlile, the British:commandant at Detroit, having
recovered from the consternation of the blow struc L by Co-
lonel Clark, and fearing the effect it might produce upon
his Indian allies, plelmlml to measure back a severer blow
.than Kentucky had yet folt. He concerted an expedition
with the Indian chiefs. = Six hundred Indians and Canadi-
ans: composed it. -They were commanded by Colonel
Byrd, a British officer. It was appointed with two field
pteces, and its first point of destination was Louisville.
The summer of 1780, was uncommonly wet; and all the
streams were full to u'.-:Jlflumr g. This eircumstance in-
duced the commander to ¢ hln:m his “original destination,
and to ascend the river .LlLleI'l“' which was authc:cntlv
high to-afford a water passage fu his force and "llfl“(‘l‘f
by that reute, to.the very centre of the country. Colonel

Byrd landed his' men and. munitions on the point atthe

forks of Licking. His force cousisted of one thousand men:
He reached Ruddle’s station the 22d of June. 'This was
a new stockade station, incapable of any defence against
artillery, The excessive rains had driven the wood cut-
ters from their usual business in the woods,to seek shelter
under the roofs of the stations. ~Byrd arrived undiscov-
ered; and the first notice of the people in Ruddle’s station
of his approach, was announced by the discharge of his
cannon. He sent in a flag, ticmamhnn an immediate sut-
render at diseretion, ~ This demand l{midic refused, ex-
cept on condition that the men surrendered should be the
prisoners-of the British, and not of the Indians. Colonel
Byrd consented to these terms, and.immediately the gates
were opened to him. ‘The Indians rushed into the fort,
and each one laid his savage hands upon the first person
that presented. Parents and th!dmn, husbands and wives

were thus dispersed and separated in a moment. . There

are tew, who can not imagine the wailing, the consterna-
tion and agony of children divided from their parents, and
parents torn from their children. Ruddle remonstrated
against these cruel enorinities to no purpose.  Colonel
Byrd hac even some semblance-of reason in his apology.
He declared his utter inability to control savages so much

more numerous than his own troops, and affirmed that ha
himself was in their power.
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After this station was thoroughly plundered, and the
possession of the prisoners settled, the s savages proposed to
march immediately thence to the attack of Martin’s sta=
tion, at the distance of five miles. Colonel Byrd had been
so much affected with the barbarity of the savages here,
that he peremptorily refused, unless the chiefs would ona-
rantee-to him that the prisoners should be entirely in his
possession, and ‘that the plunder only should be theirs.
They consented.. The station was: taken without Opposi-
tion, and the pu«:-n rs ‘and plunder were divided accord-
ing to the terms of their compact. The ease with which
these conquests had been made, only stimulated the Indi-
an appetite for more. The savages clamored to be led
against Hz'_\':ml'ﬁ station, and - Lexington.  Colonel Byrd
declined, and assigned as reasons, that success was HNpPro-
bable; that it was impossible to procure a suihuvrln of
provisiens for-the prisoners -they already had ; that it
would be utterly 1|npldulr‘¢hlc to convey: their 11't1licr\ to
any point of the Ohio, after the waters should have fallen;
and that as there was a prospect of the speedy fall of Ilm
waters of Licking, prudence ecalled upon them to avail
themselves of their present advantages, and descend the
river immediately.

Moved by these reasons, the British and Indians com-
menced their return march, They descended to their
boats, which they had left at the forks, embarked their ar-
tillery and munitions on board and began to descend the
river, . At the forks, the Indians separated from the Brit-
isk, taking with them the prisoners captured at Ruddle’s
station,

The escape of Hinkston from his savage captors, fur-
nishes an event of interest. He was remarkable for his
tact and skill, as a woodsman; and in this escape ovinced
those powers of reasoning from circumstances, which
would have escaped any observation, but one exercised
like his; powers, which seem [llm the mysterious teaching
of instinct. The sezond night of their march; the Indians
encamped near the banks of Thf: river. It rained, and the
camp fires were not kindled until after the dusk of evening.
Part of the savages guarded the prisoners, and part kin-
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dled the fires. = While they were so occupied, Hinkston
sprang awdy from them. The alarm was given, and the
Indians lmmn(ni him in every divection. He ran buta ht-
tle distance before he laid down behind a greaf log, in the
deep shade of a spreading tree.  As soon as he perceived
tlllt the uproar occasioned by his escape had subsided, he
recommenced his flight as -110,1111_\ as possible. The n}}_'lli,
was profoundly dark; and even his experience could dis-
cern no marks 1 by which to steer. After travelling some
time, as he ""”I‘l“'-"‘“"i: in the direction of Lexington, he
found to histerror, that he had circled back in sight of the
camp fires again. 'There was no mark in the sky. He
could not see the moss on the trees; and could think of no
clue to the points of the compass. - Here he availed him-
self ‘of his woodland skill. Tt occurred to him, that al-
though he could not ascertain the direction of ih{_! air by
his feelings, he might in another way. He dipped his
hand in the water. When he r: llHt'llll. he knew ih-.lh_.‘nlp*
oration and coolness would take pLLuJ on that side of his
hand, from which the wind came. He had observed that
the wind was in the west at sunset, Guided by this sure
indication, he.once more resumed his flicht, = After travel-
ling for some time, he sat down, r‘\imm'u!, at the foot of
a tree, and fell .L:-i(,'-iji). Just before day arose a dense fog,
in which a man could not be seen at any distance, This
saved him when the light of dawn dppmlcd His ear
was assailed with the howl of wolves, the bleating of
fawns, the gobbling of turkeys, the hooting of owls, “and
the cries of the wild animals of the wilderness. = He was
enough acquainted with savage customs, to be aware that
these cries were savage imitations, to entice the animals
within the reach of their rifles. ~They pointed out to him,
also, his own danger. He found' himself more than once
within a few yards of the foe. But he escaped all the
dangersand arrived safe at Lexington. He reached there
cwh? days after the capture of Ruddle’s station, and
brought the first intelligence of that event.

The Indians crossed the ©hio with their plunder and
numerous horses, at the mouth of Licking, and there dis-
persed. The Br m~h descended the lennfr to the Ohio,
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and the Ohio to the mouth of the Great Miami, intending
to ascend that river, as far as its depth of water would al-
low the transport of the artillery. The cannon were
to be left there, and the forces were to march over land fo
Detroit.

The panie, occasionod by this severe blow, turned all
eyes in Kentucky upon General Clark, whose counsels
were received as oracular and imperative. -He adyised a
levy of four-fifths of all the: men' in the country, capable

of ‘be aring arms, to be assembled at the mouth of Licking,
on the 7th of July. ~Colonels Logan, Slaughter,” Lynn,
Floyd, and Harrod, were to command under him. He
ordered the building of ‘2@ number of transport boats at
Louisville. The command of them was given to Colonel
Slaughter, and they were ordered up the Ohio to Licking,
with provisions and stores, = Inascending the Ohio, these
boats were compelled to keep near the shore. T hey were
worked up the river in two divisions, one on each shore.
It happened that while one of the boats was near the north
shore, a party of Indians descended the bank, fired into
the boat, and killed and wounded a number of the people,
before the other boats could assemble to their assistance.
On the way to the place of rendezvous, one of Logan’s
men deserted, taking with him a valuable horse. It was
supposed that he had fled with the horse to Carolina, - But
on the arrival of the detachment at the mouth of Licking,
the horse was found there, and it was ascertaiued that this
traitor had gone over to the Indians, and had given them
notice of the uppruuchirw‘ expedition.

On the 2d day of August, 1780, General Clark, with
his {roops, took up the line of march from the place where
Cincinnati now stands, for the Indian towns. The army
marched in two divisions, and consisted of nine hundred
and seventy men. The force was arranged according fo
the most wrld precepts of war; and pnwectlwl without
mnte nuptmn to the Indian towns, where they arrived the
6th of the month. They found the first town -abandoned,
and many ot the houses burning, having been fired Iha:,
prcccdmfr morning. They cut down several hundred acres
of corn. At four, in the evening of the next day, they
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marched for the Piqua towns, distant twelve miles. They
had but just commenced their march, when they were
drenched by a shower, accompanied with thunder and wind.
They encamped in a hollow square, in the unpleasant pre-
dicament of being in an enemy’s country, and knowing
that their guns were all wet. With proper precaution,
they fired and reloaded them; and remained on the alert
and prepared for action during the night.

Attwo in the afternoon of the next day, they arrived at
Piqua. As they advanced upon the town, they were at-
tacked by the Indians, who concealed themselves among
high weeds, that skirted the town. Colonel Logan, with
four hundred men, was ordered to file off, and march up
the river to the east, and so to post himself as to prevent
the escape of the Indians in that direction. Another di-
vision, under Colonels Lynn, Floyd, and Harrod werede-
tached, to cross the river and encompass the town on the
west side; while General Clark, with the troops of Colonel
‘3:&{1;11;01, and those attached to the artillery, advanced
upon the town in front: The prairvie, where the Indians
who commenced the attack were concealgd, was about two
hundred yards over. The division, who were ordered to
GI’I[?U]HI}E!.:-'S the town on the west side, found it necessary
totraverse thé prairie, in order to avoid the fire of the con-
cealed enemy.  The Indians were seen to understand the
purposes of the intended attack; and evinced great fore-
sight and skill, in arrangements. to defeat it. To prevent
being surrounded by the advance of the detachment fron
the west, they made a powerful eflort to turn the left wing.
To avoid 1I||- Floyd and Lynn extended their force a mile
west of the fown; and the engagement was warmly con-
tested on both sides, until five o’cloc k, when the Indians
disappeared, unpuucn ed, and a few only remained in the
town. The piece of cannon was brought up, and made to
bear upon the houses, which soon dislodged the Indians
that were in them. A most unfortunate occurrence took
place at the close of the action. A nephew of Colonel
Clark, who had been a prisoner among the Indians, esca-
ped from them at this point of the engagement, .md was
shot by the troops, as supposed to be an Indian. Though
mortally wounded, he survived some hours.
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On searching the houses, a Frenchman was discovered,
concealed in one of the cabins, By him the troops were
informed that the Indians had been instructed in all their
movements; and had more than once determined to at-
tack them silently in the night, with the knife and the tom-
ahawk. They had intended this attack on the evening
after the shower, knowing that the guns were wet, but
were prevented by the vigilance of Colonel Clark; and by
hearing the firing of the guns, were convinced that the
rain had not rendered them useless. The loss was nearly
equal on either side, amounting to twenty killed. "The
Piqua town was built after the manner of the French villa-
ges. The houses extended along the margin of the river
Miami, more than three miles, and were in many places
more than twenty poles apart. Girty, of whom we have
so often spoken, had béen made a chief among the Min-
goes, and was in this action. Remarking the desperation
with which Colonel Clark’s men exposed themselves to the
hottest of the fire, he drew off his three hundred Mingoes,
observing that it was useless to fight with fools and mad
men. It was estimated that at Chillicothe and Piqua, more
than five hundred acres of corn were destroyed, and every
thing that related to subsistence, upon which-the troops
could lay their hands. The poliey that required these se-
vere measures was obvious, Apart from the gratification
of those feelings of revenge naturally enkindled by the ex-
terminating warfare between them and the savages, when
these means of subsistence were destroyed, the Indians
were obliged to hunt for food, and of course to suspend their
hostilities for a season.

Having completed their work of destruction, the troops
commenced their return march. At the mouth of Licking
the army dispersed, and each individual selected his own
mode and route of return. Seldom have troops been
known to encounter the most severe toils and privations
more cheerfully. The allowance had been neither more
nor less than six quarts of Indian corn, and a quantity of
salt for each man a day. - And this had been their whole
subsistence, except the green corn and vegetables which
they found in the Tndian villages, and the chance game that
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offered by the way. .But they were lull‘. aware of the
emergency of the case, and that if this force was defeated;
the Indians would pour in upon-the defenceless sett lo-
ments, and butcher their wives and children in detail.
Their purpose, therefore, was to conquer or'p yerish.

A severe action was: fought about this time by a small
party under ':. Japtain _.."ll!"t\h --! ite. 1 !li.“a‘lullt}. followed
on the trail of a marauding band of Indians who were re-
treating to the J:;-.!iz-- of Ohio.  White x:'.;iw-i--r-'-:l that the
Indians had already crossed the river, and was preparing
to cross it in tlm [.1 wsuit. The Indians were still on the
south side, and iuul upon~his rear. Nine of his party,
which consisted of but fifieen, were wounded, one of them
mortally. The residue returned to the bank, faced the foe
and defeated fhum.

Soon after this, a station on the present site ‘of Shelby-
ville was deserted Th fear of the Indians. The in-
habitants, \'.'E:iuu on .!z'_::l.' ..u}' to the settlements on Bear-
grass, and while t*:utm.] ered with carrying their effects
and baggage, and driving their cattle, were fired upon by

a large party of fr'.ﬂ... ns. - As their wives and | children
were equally exposed with thcm:sc]ww the men felt it
their duty to disperse,a 1r~w”1|h individually if they might.

Colonel l'lc: d 1‘?11::-:’1 the predicament of these unfortu-
nate ]muph‘. He collected twenty-five men and hast ened
to their re '!i{' f.- He advanced w ith great caution, but fell,
notwithstand 1|r'__. intoan '~'11‘u=-:‘hn‘-;, “and was defeated with
the loss of half his men. 'The savages were supposed to
have been triple in numbers, and nine or ten of them were
killed: €olonel Floyd was wounded,and w ould have fal-
len into their hands, but for the assistance of Captain
Wells, who dismounted, placed him onhis horse, and ran
by his side to support him. His conduct was the more
senerous, as the two had been personal enemies. But
hum this time until their death they were firm friends.
Two men of the name of M’Afee of M’Afee’s station,
near Harrodsburg, were fired upnu. One fell. The other
ran for the fort at the distance of a quarter of a mile. An
Indian met him. They presented their rifles, the muzzles
of which almost touched. The gun of the Indian missed
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fire, and he fell dead. 'Two men came out from the fort
on hearing the firing.  M°Af ':'(- warned them not to ad-
vance.  One of them not heeding the caution, ran to look
at the dead Indian. Lm*f:' e ! Indians intercepted his
return. He was now to compete with the Indians in dex-
’iCI'iT.\', and the stake was his life. He sprang from tree
to tree pursued by them. His object was to avoid a whu!,

and their’s was to gain i,  Ie Ieuf..fh la l{;nct. one hun-

"dred and fifty yards from the fort in safety.  As he sprang

over the fence, he exposed himself to a shot from one of

these :;:;[fmc-u. hunters. He gained the opposite side of
the fence without receiving the shot. E!‘j~= antagonist
reached out his head from behind his tree to til_l:. ':!-Il,ﬂ.ml
M’Afee .»'!1 t !:f..-a in the mouth. He arrived at the fort un-

touched, experiencine a hair breadth escape.- The other
man was lired upon !}\ five Indians.  He tock re fuge be-
hind a In:e. and four or-five more shots were fired. upon
him, He also est "1{}(:] them all, and reached the fort in
safety. ‘The: station was immediate] y attacked by this
same body ui indians: The females l.mwltlod wnd melted
bullets for the men.” After an attack of two hours, the
Indians finding that they ;;;':::"1' ced no ('.!'[3_4,::, killed all the
cattle round the station and withdrew.

Feorty men under the command of M: jor M’Gary, has-

he

tily assembled at the alarm, and rea i the station soon
after-the retreat of the Indians, T l;"'-.' pursued, overtook,

defeated, and killed six of them: - Of their ]nm- one was
killed, and ghe mortally’ wounded. During the remain-
der of this season; the attacks of the Indians were in &
great measure remitted; and the conviction seemed to be
inereasing, that something more than these desultory modes
of warfare was necessary to expel invaders, who were no
longer strangers, wandering over the soil, but men fight-
ing for their !.1r-ri?ir3:5 and fire sides. A general confede-
racy of the Indian nations determined to make one grand

1 1

offort to effeetuate this purpose the succeeding year.

The counties beran I.; wearthie form of a regular‘and
orgainzed government.  Officers, civil and .mi!l.ll‘»' were
*:':'miu'f" l,;and the acts which had hitherto been ﬂ:c spon-

taneous result of individual wills, assumed the aspect of
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emanating from the bedy politic.  Among the officersap-
pointed, Daniel Boone received the commission of lieuten=
ant-colonel. The courts of judicature had a qualified ju-
risdiction in civil and criminal cases. Capital causes of
the latter class were tried in Virginia. Justices of the
peace, and monthly courts of sessions settled all the small-
er civil cases. But the simplicity of manners and habits,
the fellowship of suffering and danger, and a distinet per-
ception of their common exposure produced a state of so-
ciety, little subjected to the evils-of litigation. Colonel
Clark, with the title of general, had received the chief
command of all the military force of Kentucky. His
modes of ‘defence were cheap, energetic, and judicious.
They consisted in keeping scoutsand spies on the frontier,
and in causing a row-galley to ply on the Ohio, between
the Falls and the mouth of Licking, as a floating battery.
The Indians are well known to have almost a superstitious
dread of cannon. This galley had some four pounderson
board; and the savages seldom crossed the river between
the points where it plied. Had a few such been stationed
an the Ohio, the Indians of the north-west would have been
effectually withheld from crossing.  But the militia dis-
liked servimg on board of it, and the regular foree having
melted away, the row-galley was laid up before the end
of the year. Many sales of lands were effected in the sur-
veyor’s offices, and the tilled land yielded abundant crops.
The only considerable Indian attack that we have to re-
cord at this perind, was one made upon Moitfgomery sta-
tion, situated ten ortwelve miles from Logan’s station,
and settled entirely with the relatives of Mrs. Logan. Her
father and brother were killed ; her sister; her sister-in-law,
and four children were taken prisoners.

This disastrous intelligence soon reached Colonel Lo-
gan. He collected part of his garrison and hastened to
the spot.. e was joined by the survivors of the Mont-
gomery family. They marched in pursuit of the Indians.
They overtook, attacked, and routed them. Three were
killed and one wounded. - The captives, except one of the
children, threw themselves into the thick brush, and the
Indians were too hotly pressed to search for them. The
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child that remained with them, they killed to prevent its
escape. The two women and three children were retaken.

In the spring of 1782, the people, who had r‘\:’:t“"cn{:cd
a season Of repose, began to feel the effects of the savage
confederacy, of whic h we have spoken. Two men were
killed at Strode’s station.  The Indians spread over all the
country in small bands, and commenced their customary
desultory modes of ambush and murder.  This eircum-
stance lulled the apprehensions of the people, and caused
them to neglect providing ‘the means of defence against
combined and powerful attacks. In May, a party of Wy-
andotts ass: ..mc | . Estill’s station, south of Kentucky river,
and afler kil Lw"u 1e man, and capturing another, and de-
xlltl‘ul 1g the ¢ lL le, withdrew. Captain Estill raised a par-
ty and pursued them. He overtook them on Licking fork
near Little mountain. - The numbers on each side were
nearly equal, and the contest was most obstinately main-
tained:  Captain Estill perceiving that the only issue
which could be expected from menumﬂ to ficht in this
way, would be frhuluali\' to weaken and dC“le both par-
ties, detached six men under a lieutenant, to fall upon then
rear. From some cause, this detachment failed to fulfil
the assigned duty.  The savages perceiving the diminu-
tion of numbers from the propertionate slackening of the
fire, pressed more resolutely 1 pon Captain Estill.. The
party was compelled to retreat. 'The f_'tmf:tiu and eight of
his men were \1.!LJ, and four of those who escaped were
severely wounded. A county, called Estill, commemo-
rates the intrepidity, name, and misfortunes of* this mar,
The result of this action created great excitement and a-
larm. Separate from feelings of wounded pride, the peo-
ple remarked that the Indians s had never before been I\nuw n
to manifest so much military skill, and open and manfal
daring, in what might be called a pitched battle. In sey-
eral other assaults upon dllluuutwmlmua.lhu savages gen-
erally had the advantage.

In August, 1782, a 5rr.mcl assemblage of warriors con-
vened at Chillicothe.  The Cherokees, Wyandotts, Ta-
was, Potlowattomies, and various mhm tribes bordering
on the lakes, were representedin it. 'They wereaided b}
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the counsels of Girty and M’Kee. The hands of these
wretches were stained with the innocent blood of women
and children ; and-they added the acqnirements of the
whites to the instinct and skill of the savages, whose ways
they preferred, and whose interests they espoused with
even more ferocity than the savages themselves. Girty
played the orator on this- occasion.  His speech is repor-
ted to have been admirably calculated to arouse the mest
malignant feelings of vengeance in the savages. He pain-
ted to them the delights of the land of cane, clover, deer,
and buffaloes, and the charming valleys of Kentucky, for
the possession of which so much blood had been shed.
He represented the gradual encroachments. of the whites,
and the necessity of a determiined effort, if they would ev-
erregain possession of that fairdomain. He warned them,
that if the present order of things continued, the whites
would soon leave them no hunting grounds, and no means
of procuring rum, with which to warm and cheer their
desolatey hearts, or blankets to clothe their naked backs.
The speech was received with yells of enthusiastic ap-
plause.

At the close of this harangue, the savages took up the
line of march for Kentucky. Their first point of destina-
tion was Bryant’s station. It consisted of forty cabins,
built in the form of a parallelogram, and the intervals be-
tween the houses were filled up with pickets in the custom-
ary manner. The four angles were fortified with block
houses. The savage force arrived before the place, on
the 15th of the month. The garrison had been weakened
by the desertion of most of the immigrants from North
Carolina, who had returned to their own. count ry in dis-
couragement, occasioned by the death of William Bryant,
who had been killed by the Indians at the mouth of Cane
run. Fortunately, their loss had been supplied by immi-~
granis from Virginia. Among them was Robert Johnsen,
Esq., father of the present Colonel R. M. Johnson. This
station was more open to the savage attacks than any oth-
er in Kentucky. The Miami on the north, and the Lick-
ing on the south side of Ohio, were long canals that con-
ducted the savages from their villages directly to this point.
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There were but two other stations oceupied at this time,
north of the Kentucky river. These were M’Gee’s and
Stroud’s.

The savages reached this station by night; and the in-
habitants were admonished of their presence in the morn-
ing, by being fired upon as they opened their doors. It
was proy idential that the attack was commenced so early
in the morning; for the men of the gmr:son were prepar-
ing to march to the aid of the other two stations, the troops
of which were 1opm ted to have been attacked bv the sava-
ges. In a couple of hours they would have been on their
way, and the men of the fort would have been reduced to
a mere handful. The garrison immediately despatched
messengers to Le \'innlnh, to announce the assault. On
arriving there, the messengers found that the male inhab-
itants had left that place, hayi ing marched to the assistance

of Holder. The mes SSENgers followed on their route, and
overtook them at Boone’s station.  Sixteen mounted men,
and thirty on foot, were immediately detached to the assis-
tance of Bryant’s station.

In mnimiml\' to the common modes of Indian warfare,
they .urn:*mpir;rl to gain the place by stratagem. A party
of one hundred commenced the aftack upon the south-east
angle, with a view todraw the whole attention of the gar-
rison to that point. The great body of -the enemy, to  the
number of five hundred, lay concealed among the weeds
upon the opposite side of the station, and within pistol shot
of the spring from which it was supplied with water, This
stratagem was predicated on the belief, that the people
would all erowd to the point where the attack commenced,
and leave the opposite one wholly undefended.. The gar-
rison, huwover. {,{‘rlll]’li‘tlll"]'lfl(‘(l the whole purpose; andin-
stead of returning the fire, instantly commenced repairing
the palisades, and putting the station in a condition of de-
fence. Aware that. the Indians were concealed near the
spring, they were assured that they would not fire until
they saw the men repairing to that point. The womenin
this confidence, ran to the spring and drew water for the
supply of the garrison, within shooting distance of the con-
cealed Indians. When a suthclency of water had been
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drawn, and the station put in®such a state of defence, as
such a short notice might furnish; thirteen men were sent
out in the direction where the fire commenced. They
were fired upon by one hundred Indians, and the ambus-
eade rushed upon the side of the fort which they deemed
was now without defence., 'Their disappomntment may be
1m'1"m“d when they hmml every thing [uui}dlul for their
reception. A well directed fire from the EISEETE put the
savages to fligcht. Some of the more des sperate ¢ end daring

approached sufficiently near to fire the houses, some of

which were consumed. But an easterly wind 1};‘;_:\.'1:!(:11—
tially arose, and drove the flames from the mass of the
buildings and the garrison was saved. 'The enemy with-
drew and concealed themselves on'the bank of the creck

near the spring. They had been in'some way informed of

the despatch of the two men to Lexington for .::"- and they
arranged an ambuscade fo intercept such forces as -111'*"11
be sent, on their approas hto the st Liiu”, When this rein-
forecément came in sight, the firing had ceased, No ene-
my was visible; and th J\ drew near in the confidence that
they had come on a false alarm. ''hey rode forward
through a lane which was ambuscaded {or one hundred
\'11(1- on either side by Indians. The mounted men cre-
arul a-dense cloud of dust as they moved along. The In-
dians fired upon them close at ll.md but the uin{,urmn dust
hindered their aim. The six I‘Dde through this close fire
unharmed, and without having even a horse. wounded.
The footmen were less fortunate. "They were approaching
the garrison through a thick corn field, and in a direction
to have reached it unobgerved by the savages. But hear-
ing the firing on their mounted companions, they rushed to
their id, and were inte orcepted by masses of the savages,
constantly increasing between them and the station. Tl hey
would all have { fallen, but for the thickness of the eorn field.
These brave men reached the fort with the loss of two kill-
ed and four wounded. The cattle and sheep that came in
towards the garrison as usual in the evening, were mostly
destroyed.

A little after sunset, the famous Girty covertly approach-
ed the garrison, and on a sudden made himself visible on a

—
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stump, whence he could be heard by the people within,
and demanded a surrender of the place. He managed his
proposals: with no little art, assigning as a reason for ma-
king them, that they were dictated by his humanity; that
in case of a surrender he cotild answer for the security of
the prisoners; and thatinthe event of taking the garrison
by storm he could not; thatcannon were approaching with
a reinforcement, and would arrive that night; in which
case they must be sensible that defence of the place would
be wholly unavailing. His imposing manner had the more
effect in producing consternation, as the garrison knew
that the same foes had recently used cannon in the attack
of Ruddle’s and Martin’s stations. In the course of his
harangue, Girty demanded of the garrisen, if they knoew
who it was that addressed them? A young man by the
name.of  Reynolds, of whom honorable mention will be
made hereafter, observing the depressing effect of this
speech, came forward and answered him to this effect—
that they did know him well; and that he was held in such
detestation and contempt, that he himself had named a
worthless dog that he ewned Simon Girty; that the garri-
son too, expected reinforcements enough, to give an ac-
count of the cowardly wretches that followed him; that he,
for his part, held them in so much contempt that he should
disdain to discharge fire arms upon them, and that if they
broke into the fort, he had prepared a great number of
switches, which he had no doubt would be sufficient to
drive the naked rascals out of the country.

Girty seemed very little flattered or edified with such an
impolite reply, and affecting to deplore their obstinacy and
infatuation, speedily retired. During the night a small par-
ty was left to keep up occasional firing, and the semblance
of siege, but the main body marched hastily away to the
lower Blue licks. The Indians and Canadians exceeded
six hundred, and the besieged numbered but forty-two.
The Indians must have suffered a considerable loss; but
the amount is not known.

As the battle of the ‘Blue licks’ gave this place a mel-
ancholy notoriety, it may not be amiss to present the rea-
der a general view of its locality. It is situated forty miles
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from Lexington, and thirty from Bryant’s station. 'The
river Lic i\:;un at this pim:'{,, m common stages of the w ater,
is three hundred feet wido. The lick is in an elliptical
bend of the rviver, and the lime stone has'been laid bare by
the innumerable herds of animals that in the ages § past,
came here to drink the water, and lick the salt ¢ Inu +. I8
intersected by rayvines and a !mﬂ"\ ridge. The summit of
the ridge was sterile and almost naked of timber. But
1‘10 ravines were timbered and skirted with thick brush.
Shortly after the decampment of the Indians from Bry-

J,nl s station, the soldiers of Lexington, Harrods! urg, and
Boone sborough assembled at b:mm s station, to lnc num-
ber of one hundred and sixts Ty and determined immediate-
ly to pursue the Indians. fhm were commanded by Co-
lonels Todd and Trigs. - The odds in point of !]li]llilf‘l“-,
was very great between this force and that of Girty.- - But
they were brave and high spirited men, well mounted, pro-
vided, and armed. The veteran Boone was among them,
and they Lurned with a desire to chastise the insolent dI}(]
murderousinvaders. Prudence should have induced them
to wait for the reinforcement of Colonel L zan, w ho was
known to be eollecting forces in the other stations, to join
them.  They rashly {llmctrmh::r'h unaided and by them-
selves. On 411011 route, they soon came upon the Indian
trail.. The experiencer Leye of Boone collected and intui-
tively comprehended circumstanees which c rIl‘.l iced him
at.once, that :iw savages w ished to be pursued, 1, and to-con-
ceal their numbers. The first he mlsu-._:l from the cir-
{,'Ii!li:-l:!-i-”:_‘ iJ' it they had taken no pains to conceal their
trail; the second from the faet, that they marched in sin-
gle file, treading the one in the steps of the other, so that
it was impossible to decypher their numbers , from coun-
ting their footste ps.

This gallant force arrived at the lower Blue licks, with-
out hnmlrwnu a single Indian.  On reaching the river at
this place, they discovered a few Indians, leisurely retir-
ing over the bald ridge that crowned the upper extremity
of the valley. The party halted, and the commanders con-

gulted {_{-]r:m-l Boone, as a man skilled in Indian warfare,
and of deep experience in their modes of assault and d“
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ception, and as capable of drawing inferences, as to their
numbers-and purposes, and as also acquainted witlrthe
oround. - Colonel Boone gave it as his opinion, that the
enemy were more than double their number, and were in
the ravines in ambush; that if the troops advanced upon
thenr, the Indians had Illc advantage of position, still more
than numbers. He advised, therefore, that their force
should be divided into equal parts; that the one part-should
march up the river, and: cross it at Blk creek above the
upper ravine, while the other part should take a position,
to be able toc o-operate w ith them in another quarter; that
in this way the advantage of position would be taken from
the Indians and transferredto the m; but above all, he cau-
tioned them against {.u“!ug the river at all, until they
should have sent out spies thoroughly to reconneitre the po-
sition and force of the savages. - The officers were dispo-
sed to listen to this salutary counsel of wisdom and expe-
rience.. But Major Hugh M’Gary,remarkable for his im-
petnwit\, exclaimed against the cowardice pf delay. ‘Let
all,’ eried he, ‘who are not cowatrds, follow me, and I will

show-them (he enemy.’ -Saying 1hi~ he spmiui his herse
into the river. ~ As might be expec ted, the party caught

the contagious rashness. The officers were borne along
by the mass, as it crowded tumultuously into the river.
After the crossing, there was neither order nor arrange-
ment; but every man rushed forward at his own choice,
over the bare rocks towards the sheltered ravines, and the
wooded ground, uhcm the im ians were concealed in close
ambush.

Majors M’Gary and Harland, and Captain M’Bride led
the advance. Lmh,, at the head of a select band of sava-
ges rushed upon them with their customary ‘yells. The
contest 'was insts wmtly fierce and sanguinary. The Indi-
ans had every advantage both of numbers and position.
The disorderly front of the assailants' gave them still fur-
ther superiority. The right wing was soon turned; and a
retreat was inevitaile, and that too, under the murderous
edge of the tomahawl, Colonels Todd and Trigg, and
Ma]m Harland fell early in the action. The survivors
pressed their retreat for the ford, on foot and on horseback.
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But the Indians interposed between them, and intercepted
their approach to the ford; thusforcing them to take to the
river, where it could only be crossed by swimming. Of
course the greatest carnage took place near the ford; and
many were tomahawked in the river, A man whose per-
sonal courage had been the subject of doubt and question,
here nobly proved those doubts unfounded. He halted on
the opposite bank, and animated others to follow his exam-
ple. 'They faced and commenced a fire upon the pursu-
ers, and checked them for a moment; thereby enabling
some exhausted and wounded fugitives to evade the toma-
hawk, already uplifted to destroy them. The brave and
benevolent Reynolds, whose reply to Girty has been repor-
ted, relinquished his own horse to Colonel Robert Patter-
son, who was infirm from former wounds, and was retreat-
ing on foof. He thus enabled that veteran to escape.
While thus signalizing his disinterested intrepidity, he fell
himself into the hands of the Indians. The party that
took him, consjsted of three. T'wo whites passed on their
retreat.  "T'wo of the Indians pursued, leaving him under
the guard of the third. His captor stooped to tie his moc-
casin, and he sprang away from him and escaped. It is
supposed that one-fourth of the men engaged in this action
were commissioned oflicers. The whole number engaged
was one hundred and seventy-six.  Of these, sixty-one
were slain, and eight made prisoners. Among the most
distinguished names of those who fell, were those of Colo-
nels Todd and Trigg, Majors Harland and Bulger, Cap-
tains Gordon and M’Bride, and a son of Daniel Boone.
‘The loss of the savages has never been ascertained. = It
could not have equalled that of the assailants, though some
supposed it greater.  This sanguinary affair took place,
August 19th, 1782,

Colonel Logan, on arriving at Bryant’s station, with a
force of three hundred men, found the troops had already
marched. He made a rapidadvance in hopes to join them,
before they should have met with the Indians. He came
up with the survivors, on their retreat from their ill-fated
contest, not far frem Bryant’s station. He determined to
pursue his march to the battle ground to bury the dead, if
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he could not avenge their fall. He was joined by many
friends of the killed and missing, from Lexington and Bry-
ant’s station. - They reached the battle ground on the 25th.
It presented a heart-rending spectacle. Where so lately
had arisen the shout of the robust and intrepid woodsmen,
and the sharp yell of the savages, as they closed in the
murderous contest, the silence of the wide forest was now
unbroken, except by birds of prey, as they ‘sereamed and
sailed over the carnage. The heat was 5o excessive, and
the bodies were so changed by it,and by the hideous gash-
es and mangling of the Indian tomahawk and knife, that
friends could no longer recognize their dearest relatives.
They performed the solemn rites of sepulture, as they
might upon the rocky ground.

T'he Indian forces that had fought at Blue licks, in the
exultation of victory and revenge, qrefurned homewards
with their scalps. Those from the north, and thev eonsti-
tuted the greater numbers, returned quietly. The wes-
tern bands took their route through Jefferson county, in
hopes to add more scalps to the number of their trophies.
Colonel Floyd led outa foree to protect the country. They
marched through the region on Salt river, and saw no tra-
ces of Indians. They dispersed on their return, The
greater number of them reached their station, and laid
down fatigued and exhausted, without a ny precaution a-
gainsta foe. The Indians came upon them in this predie-
ament in the night, and killed several women and: child-
ren. A few escaped under the cover of the darkness, A
woman taken prisoner that night, escaped from her savage
captors, by throwing herself into the bushes while they
passed on. She wandered about the woods eighteen days,
subsisting only on wild fruits, and was then found, carried
to Lynn’s station, and survived the state of extreme ex-
haustion in which she was found. Another woman taken
with four children, at the same time, was carried to De-
troit.

The terrible blow which the savages had struck at Blue
lick, excited a general and immediate purpose of retalia-
tion through Kentucky. General Clark was appointed
commander in chief, and Colonel Logan next under him

9
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in command of the expedition, to be raised for that purpose.
The forces were to rendezvous at Licking. The last of
September, 1782, General Clark with one thousand men
marched from Ihe present site of Cincinnati, for the Indi-
an towns on the Miami. They fell in their route upon the
camp of Simon Girty, who would have been completely
surprised with his Indmn had not a straggling savage
espied the advance, and lel)rjr[cd it to thcm, ]a:si in season
to enable them to scatter in every direction. They soon
spread the intelligence that an army from Kentucky was
marching upon their towns.

As the ar my approached the towns on their route, they
found that the inhabitants had evacuated them, and had
fled into the woods. All the cabins at Chillicothe, Piqua,
and Willis> were burnt. Some skirmishing took place,
however, in which five Indians were killed, and seven made
prisoners, without any loss to the hcntucluan save the
W olmduur of one man, which afterwards prov ed mortal.
One distinguished savage surrendered himself; and was
afterwards inhumanly murdered by one of the troops, to
the deep regret and mortification of General Clark.

A female achievement of heroism, is worthy of record
in this place. A party of Indians in October, of this year,
approached a house near the Crab orchard. A woman
with three childrenand a negro servant were the occupants.
One of the Indians rushed into the house, and made to-
wards the negro. - A little girl instantly shut the door be-
tween him and the Ontcrm'r Indians. The negro grap-
pled with the Indian and threw him down. The woman
seized an axe and killed him with a well directed blow on
the head. The Indians on the outside hearing the mortal
affray, altempted to cut down the door with their toma-
hawks. A body of armed men happened to be passing
that way, and came to the relief of the family, upon which
the Indians fled.

The summer of 1783, was ong of repose and respite
from Indian war. Immmmnts continued to pour into the

country, The rough and unwrought furniture from the
woods gave place to ycabinet furniture. Considerable mo-
ney circulated, and labor was well rewarded. Cattle and
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flocks multiplied; and that rank growth of corn was seen
in the fields, which was the presage of the abundance of
this state in that article ever since. - Wheat began to be
raised at first as an experiment. Reading and writing
schools were commenced. The pernicious article, whis-
key, began to be manufactured. Merchandize was wag-
Oned from Philad elphia to fort Pitt, now Pittsburgh, and
was thence conveyed in flat boats to Louisville, where a
retail store was opened.

An amusing incident in the administration of the laws,
occurred at this time, which may serve also, to give a gen-
eral idea of the state of things in the country. Thomas
Paine had ]:uhl]ahcd a book, the substance of which was
to prove that Virginia had no right to the Kentucky lands;
but that they hclunuetl of right to congress. T'wo Penn»
sylvanians who had become converts to this doctrine, de-
scended to Kentucky to proselyte the people there. One
went to Louisville, but gained no converts. The other
succeeded better at Lexington, He persuaded some peo-
ple to commence clearing in their neighbors’ lands, in the
hope, that when these were declared congress lands, they
might claim by pre-emption. The occupants of these lands
were alarmed, and applied to a justice, to arrest this dis-
ciple of Paine’s doctrines, as a disturber of the peace. It
was necessary to find a law for the purpose; and one was
discovered in the Virginia code, which made it penal for
any one to be the bearer of lese intelligence; and the
person convicted was to pay a mulet of tochco, at the dis-
cretion of the court. On this statute the man was arres-
ted and brought up for examination. At the second trial,
the man was convicted, as he had not even had the pre-
caution to bring the book with him; and perhaps had a
plagiarizing purpose, fo pass as the author and inventor
of the doctrine. A great concourse of people attended the
trial. He was sentenced to pay one thousand pounds of
tobacco, or go to prison. There was not that amount of
tobacco in thc country.  While he was sadly ruminating
with himself upon the moral turpitude and guilt of circu-
lating false intelligence, preparatory to his lmprlconment
it was intimated to him that if he lefb the country, it would
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answer the laws as well as if he went to prison. The
man made his election and disappeared.

The winter of 1783 and ’84, was uncommonly severe.
The accumulation of snow and ice did not quite reach that
of the hard winter mentioned before. Companies of spec-
ulators in Kentucky lands, were formed in Philadelphia,
and a mercantile establishment, of which General Wilkin-
son was at the head. The f“Cl‘lleI came out to Lexingfon
in February,1784. His appearance, standing, rank, and
supposed wealth procured for him such a reception, as
might naturally be e\pected in such ecircumstances of
the country. The time, within which the British posts
on the frontiers should have been evacuated, elapsed \uth-
out that desirable event taking place. The umn[n north
of Licking had been, as \ct, unoccupied by the ‘whites,
through fear of the northern savages. bm'mvh were
sent mnto this country to survey it in March, 1784, They
discovered that Indians were among them in lllb eountry,
and consulted their own safety by returning.

Many of the more thinking and intellizent pe sple in the
country, wished to put an end to this long series of mur-
ders and retaliations, by inviting the Indians into the set-
tlements, and trez ltturr them with kindness, and by inspi-
ring lhcm with coniulumc, creating in them pacific senti-
ments. ~ There were others, who in remembrance of mur-
dered friends, had sworn irreconcilable enmity. By a man
of such feelings, an Indian was enticed into the woods and
murdered. J‘sn attempt was made to discover and punish
the assassin; butthis was found impr;u-lir;alnlc. The clouds
of another Indian war were gathering. It had been sus-
pended for a while. This was one among many circums-
stances that caused 1t to burst anew.

In 1784, Simon Kenton re-occupied the settlement near
Washington, which he had commenced in 1775.  Associ-
ated with a number of people, he erected a block house,
and made a station here. This became an important point
of covering and defence for the interior country. Immi-
grants felt more confidence in landing at Limestone, To
render ‘this confidence more ecomplete, Kenton and his as-
sociates built a block house at Limestone. Two men of
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the name of Tanner had made a small settlement the year
preceding at Blue lick, and were now making salt there.
The route from Limestone to Lexington became one of the
most general travel for immigrants, and many stations
sprung up uponit. Travellersto the country had hitherto
been compelled to sleep under the open. canopy, exposed
to the rains and dews of the night. Dut cabins were now
so common that they might generally repose under a roof,
that sheltered them from the weather; and find a bright
fire, plenty of food, and with the rustic fare, a most cheer-
ful and cordial welcome. The people of these new re-
gions were hospitable from native melination. They were
hospitable from circumstances. None but those who dwell
in a wilderness where the savages roam, and the wolves
howl, can understand all the pleasant associations, connec-
ted with the sight of a stranger of the same race. The en-
tertainer felt himself stronger from the presence of his guest.
His offered food and fare were the spoils of the chase. IHe
heard news from the old settlements, and the great world,
and he saw in the accession of every stranger,a new gua-
rantee of the security, wealth, and improvement of the in-
fant country where he had chosen his resting place.

In October, 1785, Mr. M’Clure and family, in company
with a number of families, was attacked and defeated on
Skegg’s creek. Six were killed, and Mrs. M’Clure, her
child, and a number of others made prisoners. The at-
tack was made in the night. The circumstances of the
capture of Mrs. M’Clure furnishes an affecting incident,
illustrating the invineible force of maternal affection. She
| had secreted herself with her four children among thick
brush, which, together with the darkness, screened her
from observation. Had she chosen to have left her infant
at a distance, she might have escaped. But she held it to
her bosom. aware that its shrieks would make known her
covert. The Indians, directed by its cries, killed the three
k larger children, and took her and her infant captives. This
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unfortunate woman was obliged to accompany their march

on an untamed and unbroken horse. Intelligence of this mas-

sacre circulated rapidly. Captain Whitley immediately

collected twenty-one men from the adjoining stations, over-
Q*
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took; and killed two of them, and retook Mrs, M’Clure, her
babe, a negro woman, and the scalps of the six persons,
whom the Indians had killed, Ten days afterwards, an-
other parfy of immigrants led by Mr. Moore, were attacked,
and nine of their number killed. Captain Whitley pursu-
ed the perpetrators of this bloody act, with thirty men. On
the sixth day of pursuit, he came up with twenty mounted
Indians, clad in the dresses of these whom they had slain.
They dismounted and fled. Three of them were killed.
The pursuers recovered eight scalps, and all the plunder
which the Indians had collected at the late massacre.

In consequence of the recommendation to the county-
lieutenants, an expedition was got up against the Wabash
Indiuns.  The command was given to General Clark. It
consisted of nearly one thousand men, and marched for the
Indian towns from Louisville. The provisions and muni-
tions proceeded for the Wabash in boats. The men arri-
ved near the towns befors their provisions. They became
discontented and mutinous in consequence. Gen. Clark
called a council of his officers, and finding it impessible to
appease the discontents of the soldiers, marched them back
without siriking a blow.

Colonel Logan at the same time raised a force to march
against the Shawnese Indians who dwelt on the Scioto, He
rightly deemed that the Indians there would have their
thoughts turned towards General Clark’s expedition, so as
to leave their own towns unprotected. It was some time
before he was able to collect a sufficient force.  He reach-
ed, and surprised an Indian town, killed a number of the
warriors, and took most of the women and children pris-
Oners.

In October, 1785, the national government convoked a
general meeting of the Indian tribes north of the Ohio, at
the mouth of the Great Miami. The commissioners to
meet them were General Butler from Pennsylvania, Gen-
eral Clark from Kentucky, and General Parsons from New-
England. No tribe met them, except the Shawnese, and
no beneficial effects resulted from the meeting with them.
From the representation of a majority of the commission-
ers, congress seems to have entertained an impression that
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at least a part of the cause of these continued hestilities
lay at the door of the Kentuckians, and that in many in-
stances, they had been the aggressors.

In the chronicle of Indian assaulfs, we ought to record
the death of Colonel Christian, who was killed by the Indi-
ans on Beargrass, in April, 1785. He was a native of
Virginia, and married a sister of Patrick Henry. He had
served honorably in Braddock’s war, under Lord Dunmore,
and during the war of the revolution. He had led an ar-
my of one thousand two hundred men from Virginia, with
success,against the Cherokees. In 1785, he mmoved with
his Luml\ to Kentucky. Colonel Floyd'had also recently
deceased in this settlement, from the effect of a wound in-
flicted by the Indians. The fall of Colonel Christian, of
(11~1111=»:n hed name and influence among the people, increa-
ﬂulihi’(lhum‘. occasioned by that event.

The first newspaper printed in Kentucky, was issued
August 28th, 1787. It was published on a demi sheet in
Le.\'ington, by Mr. Joln Bradford, and entitled the “Ken-
tucky Gazette.” No other paper was printed nearer than
five hundred miles.  The political slander and heart-burn-
ings that had been hitherto transmitted by oral channels,
were now concentrated in this gazette. The convention
appointed by the legislature of \uumm. met at Danville,
and voted that the se paration between Vlmmm and Ken-
tucky should take place, upon the propos sed terms of the
‘Jllnmm act. - An address to congress was prepared, re-
qn(wnnu the admission of the state into the Union, by the
name of Kentucky. The authority of Virginia was to ter-
minate the last day of December, 17 788. At the same
time they provided for the meeting of another convention
to frame a constitution of government for the state. They
also requested that one of the Virginia representatives to
congress might be chosen from chnmf,lu Virginia con-
sented, and in December, Mr. Brown was chosen. 'This
g('nth'nmn had acted a very conspicuous part in the affairs
of this country for some time past. It was estimated that
Kentucky had doubled her population within the last three
years.
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In February, 1788, General Wilkinson returned from
New Orleans. He encouraged the culture of tobacco, by
raising and purchasing i, and this may be m]mdcled as
the era of the origin of that cultivation in this country. In
giving these important details of the civil interests of the
country, we have a little preceded the order of Indian as-
saults. I'or some time past, many individual massacres
had occurred. = April 11th, 1787, a party of fourteen Indi-
ans attacked a family living on Coope’s run, in Bourbon
county.  As this aftack may serve as a general sample of
the undeseribed detail of horrors in most cases of similar
assault, and as the circumstances possess a peculiar and in-
trinsic interest, we will give them in detail. The family
consisted of thc mother, two sons of mature age, a widow-
ed daughter with an infant in her arms, two grown daugh-
ters, and a daughter of ten"years. lhcx occupied a dou-
ble cabin. In one division were the two grown daughters
and the smaller girl. 1In the other the mnmlmh- of the
family. At evening tw ilight, a knocking was heard at the
deor:of the latter, mhmn in good L!]'Tlhll, and the custem-
ary phrase of 'the country, “who I\H'pu house? As the
sons were opening the (Iu:n, the motherforbade, affirming,
that there were Indians there. The young men sprang to
their guns.  The Indians being refused ultmmun(,, made
an effort at the opposite door. T hey beat open the doorof
that room with a rail. They endeavored to take the three
girls prisoners,  The little girl escaped, and might have
evaded danger in the darkness and the woods. But the
forlorn child ran towards the other door and eried for help.
The brothers wished to fly to her relief, but the mother for-
bade her door to be n[mnu{l The merciless tomahawk
soon hushed the cries of the distracted girl by murdering
her. While a part of the Indians were mturkumr llus
child, and confining the other girl that was made prisoner,
the third defended herself with a knife, which she was

using at her loom, at the moment of aftack. The heroism
of this girl was unavailing. She killed one Indian, and
was herself killed by another. The Indians in possession
of one half of the house, firedit. The persons confined in
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the other part of the cabin, had now to choose between ex-
posure fo the flames, s plC.lf]lIl”‘ towards them, or the toma-
hawks of the sav mfm. The latter stationed 1hcm selves in
the dark angles of the fence, while the bright glare of the
flames would expose, as a clear mark, every person who
should escape. One son took charge of his aged and in-
firm mother; and the other of his widowed sister and her
infant. T hn brothers separated with their charge, endea-
voring to spring over the fence atdifferent pomlq The
mother was shot dead in atfempting to cross. The other
brother was killed, gallantly defending his sister. The
widowed sister, her infant and one of the brothers escaped
the massacre. These persons alarmed the settlement.
Thirty men commanded by (..‘nlnme! John Edwards, arrived
next day to witness the horrid spectacle presented by this
scene of murder and ruin. - Considerable snow had fallen,
and it was easy to pursue the Indians by their trail. In
the evening of that day , they came upon the expiring body
of the young woman, appamnih murdered bt a few mo-
ments before their arrival. The Indians had been pre-
monished of their pursuit by the barking of a dog that fol-
lowed them. * They overtook and killed two of lllc Indians
who had :1[)}}111{,1111-' staid behind as victims to secure the
escape of the rest.

CHAPTER VII.
SETTLEMENT OF TENNESSER,

Ix 1730, this fine country was all a vast forest. From
various causes it had been long deserted by the Indians:
andin the fertile hottoms and grassy Innom came left fo
increase unmolested, had become abundant. To hunt in
this unoccupied and beautiful countr y had become a luera-
tive business.  Many of the first settlers were drawn here
to pursue this object. The ancient maps of the western
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country enable us to judge of the situation of places attle
time that France claimed the whole country south of Can-
ada, between the Mississippi and the Alleghany moun-
tains.  French forts are represented on these maps, as
standing, one at the mouth of the Kentucky river; one on
the south bank of the Ohio; another on the north side of
the Ohio, at the mouth of the Wabash; one near the junc-
tion of the Ohio with the Mississippi; one at the Chicka-
saw bluffs; one on the east bank of Red river; and one at
the junction of the Coosa and the Tallapoosa, called Ala-
bama, after the name of the river. On the head waters of
the Tombeckbee they had also a fort, called Thoulouse.
Five leagues up the Tennessee they had another. One,
situated at the month of the Kenhawa was called Shawnee.
One, not a great way above the mouth of the Illinois, was
called Creve Caur; one, half way up the Illinois is mark-
ed by the name French fort, and one on the north-west-
ern extremity of lake Michigan. This was part of that
famous’ plan of posts, and connected lines fof- defences by
which it was the French policy to hold this vast and fertile
country in subjection, In 1755, the Cherokees, at that
time a powerfnl tribe, were in alliance with the French,and
of course hostile to the English.  In 1756, a treaty was
made, both with them and the Catabas, on the condition
that the English should build a fort in the country of each
tribe; and the motive alleged was, that they would be for
the defence of the women and children, when they were
absent on their expeditions. With this view, fort Loudon
was built for them in 1757. A garrison was placed'in this
fort; and the Indians offered bounties of land to induce ar-
tizans to come and settle in the vicinity. The remem-
brance of a three year’s war was not immediately erased;
and.the Cherokees still manifested such symptoms of hos-
tility, that Colonel Byrd was sent among them. He built
and garrisoned two forts, one of them on the river Holston,
opposite the upper end of Long island, in which forts his
army wintered in 17568. The fort on the Holston was
beautifully situated. At this time there was not another
white settlement on that river. But after the building of
the fort, the reports which were circulated of the fertility
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of the soil, and the abundance of game, led some persons
to settle between them, before the breaking out of the Cher-
okee war, which commenced in 1759. The circumstance
which gave rise to this\war, was the taking some horses
by the Indians, which belonged to the new white settlers,
toreplace those which the savages had lost during the pre-
ceding war with France, in which they had joined us. The
white settlers seized their horses again; and either killed,
or made prisoners of the warriors that had taken the horses.
Thus was opened a vast field for the exercise of those ter-
rible acts of ferocity, for which savages are so famous.
The frontiers of Virginia and North Carolina were terribly
ravaged with the flames and the tomahawk, as is customa-
ry in such cases.

Fort Loudon was situated on the north side of Little Ten-
nessee, a mile above the mouth of Tellico, in the centre of
the Cherokee country. It had a small garrison. The In-
dians besieged it; and the garrison was compelled to sur-
render for want of provisions. - They were to be allowed
to retreat to the white settlements beyond the Blue ridge.
All'of them but nine, fell by indiseriminate massaere. Be-
tween two and three hundred men, women, and children
were slain.  This event, so memorable in the first settle-
ment of Tennessee, took place in 1760.  In 1761, Colonel
Grant led a strong force into their country, and compelled
them to sue for peace. A treaty was the result. In con-
sequence of this war, the only settlement which had been
made in the vicinity of fort Loudon, was deserted. The
treaty renewed the confidence of the immigrants from
Pennsylvania and Virginia, who had deserted the country.
They, and others associating with them, returned to the
country with the purpose of renewing their projects of hunt-
ing and settlement. They settled in East Tennessee.
These men gave those names to the chief mountains and
rivers which have been retained since that time. The
names ¢ Cumberland and Laurel’ were given by them in
affectionate remembrance of their native mountains. The
mass of huntersand adventurers continued to advance step
by step, and broaden their circle, setting the example of
American settlers in the wilderness, in all subsequent pe-
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riods. They soon penetrated the interior of what is now
called East Tennessee.

In 1764, Daniel Boone, the patriarch of settlementsin
the western forests, made an excursion from North Caroli-
na into the woods of Tennessee. In 1766, Colonel Smith,
with soine friends; traversed a great portion of West I‘Ll]-
nessee, They descended to the mouth of Tennessee and
Cumberland rivers, on a trip of discovery. - They saw no
white people in these regions. - In 1768, an exploring par-
ty came into this country from Virginia. Iih___' spent
some months traversing it in all directions. ~ But the y found
on their return that the ecountry which had so recently been
a wu]e wilder ness, was 1o lonrrm so. - Mest of the fertile
spots, in eligible situations, had been occupied. The first
permanent settlements were made in East T'ennessee, in
the winters of 1768, and 1769. The settlers came from
Virginia and North Carolina. At this time Daniel Boone
joined them. The settlements continued to increase until
1794, and 1775, when an extensive purchase of land from
the Indians was made by a company. «There was among
these settlers the usual mixture of respectable and worth-
less people; and they were impelled to form these new es-
tablishments by the usual mixture of motives. But even
those x.f(.r«l,(nat.r: characters that had fled from debt and the
laws, were of use here; for they stationed themselves on
the frontier of this remote and unprotected seltlement, and
became a barrier between it and the savages. . The inhabi-
tants who had fixed themselves nearest the limits of Vir-
ginia, placed themselves under the government of that
stnu..} and those that were the nearest to Carolina, threw
themselves under the protection of its laws. Butthe trou-
bles which were just commencing in the Atlantic country,
prcvmltcrl the parent region from Lieing able to extend effi-
cient protection to (hese remote and feeble establishments
in the wilderness. In 1774, the Shawnese and other con-
federated Indians from the north of the Ohio, made an ex-
cursion into that part of thig country, which is now called
Sullivan county. They were met by the people of the
country, aided by a few regular troops, and were attacked
with a spirit which had the effect to put a stop to their in-

P
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cursions, until 1776. The purchase which has been men-
tioned above, was notagreeable to all the Indians. It was
particularly disagreeable to a chief among them, called
Occonnostata. He made a very animated speech against
it. It was not, however, heeded by the Indians.

In 1776, the Indians of these remote regions began to

f:_ feel the effects of the revolutionary troubles in the Atlantic
. country; and commenced their customary depredations.
L'L "The people of Virginia and North Carelina sent such troops
:1 as they could spare, who were aided by the people. This

force exercised vigilance and unanimity; and in some ca-
ses anticipated the attacks of the Indians. At this time it
was, that the united settlements sent delegates to the con-
vention that established the district of “mhuwron The
name of Captain John Sevier is one that occurs often in
the early history of this state. In 1774, he had held the
commission of Captain under Earl Dunmore, governor of
Virginia; and in 1777 , Governer Caswell, of North Caro-
lina, gave him the cmmmsnon of lmutendnt colonel of the
W Lvultmrrton regiment of militia under Colonel Carter. A
battle was ﬁuumt in June, 1776, between the force of the
inhabitants united with the soldiers from Vi irginia, and the
savages, at a place called Long-island flats, w hich was a
great advantage to the settlers; not only because victory
declared in their favor without the loss of one man, butas
it gave them confidence in themselves, in demonstrating,
timt they were able to compete with the savages; and by
showing to the hostile Cherokees what they might expect,
in the issue of a battle, if they continued to practice their
hostilities.

Notwithstanding this lesson, the Cherokees not only con- :
tinued to manifest a hostile spirit, but assaulted the forts; 4 far
and murdered every person who was so imprudent or so :
unfortunate as to be found alone. Aroused by the story
of burning and murder from these infant settlements, Vir-
ginia, 11mw1th-taudulﬂ her pressure at home, ordered Colo-
nel Christian, with a 1{,=~pec[dhfc force, to march _into the .
heart of the Cherokee settlements. ]Im force amounted to i{ B
one thousand eight hundred men. They found no Indians
until they arriv ed ata town called Tamotlee. The Indians -3
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did not dare to look this force in the face: and sued for
peace. Itwas agreed that the Indians should enter into &
treaty on the May following. Until that time, it was stip-
ulated that hostilities should cease on both sides, with the
exception of two Indian towns, near which a prisoner had
been burned. This enormity had been practised upon a
young son of Mr. Moore, who had been captured on the
Watauga. The excepted towns were burned, and the ar-
my returned to quarters. 'The Indians were awed; but
notwithstanding their fears, and the promise of a treaty,
they still showed manifest intentions to inflict all the inju-
ry they could.

In 1777, an arrangement was brought about between
the states of North Caralina, Virginia, and the Indians. A
definitive boundary was settled for the country, which is
now called Tennessee. It was then supposed to belong to
those states. The Indians at this time professed to be in
treaty with us; but they frequently murdered the settlers,
when they found them unprotected and alone. This year,
the distriet of Wnshinglon was made a county. Courts
were organized, and a land office opened, in which great
quantities of land were entered. That tribe of the Chero-
kees that lived on the creek called Chicamauga, and that
were called by that name, had always been hostile to the
whites, and had never entered heartily into the treaties be-
tween the settlers and the Indians. By the addition of a
number of hostile tribes on the Ohio, their numbers were
increased to a thousand warriors, In 1779, they began
openly to attack the frontiers from Georgia to Pennsylva-
nia. A force was sent against them from North Carolina
and Virginia. This force came upon the Indians by sur-. "
prise, who fled withont giving battle. The soldiers pur-
gued them, burned their villages, and destroyed their Crops.
This event happened at the same time that the British goy-
ernor, General Hamilton, was captured by General Clark
at Vincennes. - These two coincident events restored peace
to the western settlements for a time. During this inter-
val of repose and:security, such numbers of people settled
in Tennessee and Kentucky, that the British and Indians
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were never afterwards abls to break up the seftlements.
Another county was constituted by the name of Sullivan.

In 1779, the Cherokees began to commit outrages again.
The dlspute which was now hemcly agitated m the Atlan-
tic country, between the colonies and Great Britain, be-
came, by the instigation of the British, the mean of bring-
ing on a general Indian war. A deep feeling that every
thing was at stake, caused the western [)Loplc to act with
great energy; and they often inflicted strong and summa-
ry acts of justice. From the misfortunes of the American
army in South (xu*nlnﬂ.glmt exertions were required on
the part of the frontier people, to guard against the Indi-
ans, who were attacking them 1n every direction. They
had to exert all their efforts at the same time against the
British, who were triumphantly overrunning the southern
states.

SETTLEMENT OF WEST TENNESSEE.

In 1767, West Tennessee began, as East Tennessee had
been, to be the temporary home of hunters. Even before
this, some French people had settled where Nashville now
stands.- T hey kept a station there for some time. There
was another French station at the same time on the T'en-
nessee, about forty miles above its mouth. There was ons
also at fort Massac, on the Ohio. A detachment of these
hunters,in 1769, penetrated as far as the foof of the moun-
tains on Roaring river. They there deposited the pro-
ceeds of their hunt.  They found no signs of human hahb-
itancy or cultivation. Some of their number were killed
by southern Indians, who were travelling to the north.
They had traversed a country covered with high grass.
l'hm discovered many of the caves that are so w ell known
at the present day. By the borders of creeks they found
stones set up, apparently as burial monuments, over grea
masses of human bones.

In-the year 1770, some members of this party set out
with the proceeds of their hunton a trading expedition,in-
tending to advance as far as fort Natc hez. As they de-
scended the Cumberland, near the place where Nashville
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now is, they discovered the French lick, where they saw
great herds of buffaloes, and other kinds of game. They
attained the objects of their journey, made a profitable trip,
and returned home in safety. ~ In 1776, with a number of
others associated with them, they came again to West Ten-
nessee to hunt. Among them was an old man like Boone,
passionately fond of hunting, and roving in the woods.
He had so far lost the sight of his eyes with age, that the
only way in which he could take sight at the buffaloes and
deer; was to tie a piece of white paper to the muzzle of his
gun. In this way he killed" a number of deer. This old
man strayed from the encampment, lost himself in the
woods, and ‘was absent nineteen days. He survived the
exireme cold, hunger, and. exhaustion, and perfect help-
lessness in which he was found. He recovered and kill-
ed a number of deer afterwards. Such men of iron, were
the pioneers of civilization in the west.

The country was often seoured by hunting parties; but
no permanent settlements were yet made. One of a hunt-
ing party waskilled in 1777, by a wounded buffaloe from a
herd, of which he had killed and wounded a great many.
A small field of corn was planted in 1778, near Bledsoo’s
lick; and in 1779;there were a number of families settled
permanently there. They built and inhabited stockaded
forts. These were formed by arranging connected lines of
log eabins into a hollow square. Nashville had its share
af these settlers. A number of immigrants embarked in
a boat, which they called *The Adventure,’on the Holston,
mtending to descend that river and the Tennessee; and
then to ascend the Ohio and the Cumberland, to where
Nashyille now is. They reached this place; but suffered
severely on the way. Thev were frequently fired upon
by the Indians, and they endured much from hunger.
When they first visited that portion of the country that sur-
rounds Nashville, there were no marks of former habitan-
cy. The country round French lick, which had formerly
been called ‘the old field,* was alarge tract of ground that
had been thoroughly trampled by buffaloes, and beaten
with numberless paths; as if sitoated near the resorts of
numerous herds of domestic cattle. Though there were




-

OF THE WEST, 113

no traces of former habitancy on the surface, they found
in digging round the springs, great numbers of graves, and
the appearance of walls enclosing ancient habitations.
Sometimes these walls had entrenchments added to them;
and were so capacious as-o include ten acres.

In 1780, the settlers were first attacked by the Indians.
The attacking party were Delawares. Between 1780
and 1781, was fought the famous action of King’s moun-
tain, in which the first settlers of T ennessee and hentuchy
had so glorious a share. Lord Cornwallis had overrun
the southern states, and all was confusion and dismay in
those regions, among the friends of the United States.
Major Ferguson, a famous British partisan, marched with
a foree nearly two thousand strong, upon the mountains,
that separate North Carolina from Tennessee. His Ub-
jeet was at once to punish the whigs, who had either kill-
ed or imprisoned a number of peculiarly obnoxious tories,
and to encourage the tories or loyalists, as they were call-
ed, by way of courtesy, to come forward and join the king’s
standard. ~Colonel Arthur Campbell, Colonel Isaac Shel-
by, and Colonel Sevier commanded the forces of the moun-
taineers and backwoodsmen. There had been a number
of severe skirmishes between these partisan corps, in
which the Americans generally had the advantage.

The American forces commanded by Colonel M?Dowell,
were attacked by Major Ferguson who had been suentrth-
ened by the addition of a laree ho ly of loyalists, and a

strong reinforcement of British regulars. The engage-
ment_ took place near Enoree river. - It was severely
fought, but in the end the British retreated, leavinga con-
siderable number of dead, and more than two hundred
prisonerss The prisoners alone equalled one third of the
number of the American forces. This advantage was
more than balanced by the general panic and discourage-
ment that ensued upon the defeat of General Gates and
Colonel Sumpter, by the British. Major Ferguson was
at Gilbertstown,1in North Carolina, with two thousand men.
In the vicinity were more than h*.e hundred tories re'ldv
to join him. In this emergency the mounfaineers, anima-

ted by the earnest persuasion of Colonel Shelby, to strike
10 *
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on the enemy, while they were within striking distance,
determined to attack them, athough they were scarcely
half their numbers. - The mountaineers pursued Fergu-
son with nine hundred and ten mounted riflemen. After
pursuing him in a drizzling rain for thirty-six hours, with-
out alighting from their horses but once for refreshment in
the whole distance, the pursuers came upon him encamped
on King’s mountain, a table eminence, five or six hundred
yards in length, and seventy yards wide. Colonel Sevier
commanded the right wing; Colonel Campbell’sand Colo-
nel Shelby’s regiments composed the centre. The right
wing was led to battle by Colonel Sevier and Major Wins-
ton; the left, by Colonels Cleveland and Williams. The
attack was commenced by the two centre columns, as they
were atiempting to gain the eastern acelivity of the moun-
tain. The battle at this point was furious and bloody.
Columns on each side repeatedly gave way, and were as
often cheered again to the contest. Towards the latter
part of the action, the enemy made a fierce and gallant

charge upon the American troops on the eastern summit of

the mountain, and drove them almost to the foot of it. The
Americans were again rallied, and returned to the charge;
and the enemy in their turn gave way. ‘T'he enemy was
driven down the western declivity of the mountain, and
forced into a disorderly mass. Colonel Campbell press-
ed upon them with his regiment, killing all that came in
his way; and pouring in his deadly fire upon the crowded
mass. The British rallied again, and came upon the Ameri-
cans with fixed bayonets.  Few actions on record have
been more hotly contested. Ferguson formed his troops
into columns asa last efiort, and attempted fo eut his way
through the assailants. In the attempt he was shot dead.
The fire from the Americans had become so hot and fatal,
that the British were no longer able to sustain it, "Thev
laid down their arms, and were made prisoners. Colonel
Campbell received the highest, and most honorable testi-
monial§ of gratitude from the legislature of Vircinia. The
general assembly of North Carolina voted similar testimo-
nials to Colonel Shelby, and Colonel Sevier; the one a pa-
triarchal soldier and settler of Kentucky, and the other of
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Tennessee. In this action the mountaineers and their gal-
lant leaders gained imperishable honors, which their coun-
trymen to the third and fourth generation will not forget.
Colonel Williams, from Ninety-six, was the only distin-
guished officer that was mortally wounded. Fifteen hund-
red stands of arms were taken. The commander and one
hundred and fifty of the enemy fell on the field, and six
hundred and ten were made prisoners.  Only four hun-
dred and forty escaped. The issue of this most gallant
action had an effect far beyond its influence upon the peo-
ple in the immediate vicinity, The drooping spirits of the
people east of the mountains were again animated with the
flash of hope. Lord Cornwallis hearing of Ferguson’s to-
tal defeat by the mountain riflemen, immediately paused
in his victorious career, and retreated to Winnsborough, a
distance of between seventy and eighty miles.

The effects of this battle upon the whole south-west of
the Mississippi valley was highly auspicious to the new
settlers.  T'he rumor soon reached the Indians, and effec-
tually awed and repressed them from every incipient effort
to favor the tories. The Cherokees and Chickasaws sued
for peace. A land office was opened in 1783. - But theze
cheering prospects for settlers were soon overclouded by

the renewal of Indian hostilities against the settlers of

West Tennessee, which amounted to a war of extermina-
tion. The settlers were disheartened, and many of them
abandoned their forts, and returned to Kentucky and IIli-
nois.  Those who remained were chiefly confined to two
forts, suffering much from various causes; but chiefly from
want of provisions. These were prin€ipally obtained from
hunting, to pursue  which, parties banded together in the
strength and order of battle.  The crop had failed from a
general inundation of the rivers. Those who survived all
these difficulties until 1782, were enabled by a law of that
year to claim pre-emption rights. The termination of the
war of the revolution soon rendered the Indians less hos-
tile, and immigrants from North Carolina began to fill the
forests of West Tennessee.

We should be glad to give a history of the origin and
downfall of the republic of Frankland, in Tennessee, but
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it would be foreign to our purpose. It is sufficient to ré-
mark that the inhabitants of - Tennessee proposed to erect
themselyes into an independent state with thisname. North
Carolina, the parent state, objected; and there were two
courts in Frankland, the one acting under the authority of
the new state, and the other of North Carolina.  Sheriff
was at war with sheriff; and court with court. It was the
first war, perhaps, in history, in- which the chief battles
were the wind of words, with a number of fist fights, and
but one death, together with a few persons wounded. In
1788, the republic of Frankland ceased to exist,  From
this time to the period when Tennessee was admitted into
the Union in 1796, the progress of population and improve-
ment was rapid. 1791, the first newspaper was published
at Rogersville, and was called ‘the Knoxville Gazette.’
The disastrous defeat of General St. Clair, brought on a
renewal of Indian hostilities over all the west.  After suf-
fering the usual results of Indian murders and frontier as-
saults, an assault of the Cherokees with one thousand wap
riors and one hundred mounted Indians was made upon
Tennessee, in 1793. General Sevier was sent against
them with a force amounting to nearly one thousand two
hundred men. An engagement took place, which has ab-
surdly been called the battle of High tower. The Ameri-
cans in this skirmish lost but three men. A few Indians
were killed, and many wounded. Spanish guns were
found in the Indian camp, and clear evidences that the In-
dians received aid-and countenance from that quarter.

Our troops marched through the Cherokee country, de-
stroying their towns, and laying waste their resources. A
portion of that people were disposed to peace. Incalatan-
ga, or Double Head, one of their most blood-thirsty spirits,
who was supposed personally to have shed more blood of
the whites, than any other savage in the we Styincited them
to persevere in hostilities.  The Hanging-maw, on the

confrary, was for peace, and imputed the late murders to

the instigation of the Spaniards. The main body of the

tribes professed peaceful intentions; but notwithstanding

this, a boat passing down the Tennessee was fired upon.

The crew returned the fire, and killed two Indians. The

———
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boat was pursued by two hundred and fifty savages to the
Muscle Shoals, where it was overtaken, and every person
on board killed. The history of Tennessee at this time is
little more than a dreary chronicle of Indian massacres.
Many of these narratives, relatedapart, would possess a
harrowing interest. Grouped together, they occur in such
numbers, and with such uniform eircumstances of atrocity
and ‘barbarity, that they lose their interest in the confusion
of the mass. - No less than thirty murders of individuals,
or of whole families, occurred within three years after the
sefting up the federal government. To a person travel-
ling through this fine and populous conntry, where there
1s now no more apprehension from Indians, than in the vi-
cinity of Philadelphia, it seems almost incredible that such
scenes should have occurred in the vicinity of Nashville,
so late as 1796.

The mosteonspicuous characters among the Indian chiefs
were Double Head, Hanging-maw, Bloody-fellow, Mad-
dog, and other chiefs with equally terrible names; and
Bowles, "Watts, and M’Gillivray, whites, whe had becoms
chiefs among them.  Piominza, o Chickasaw chief] is of-
ten mentioned inthe annals of these times, as having been
uniformly friendly to the Americans.

The-last seyere lesson taught these people by the-Amer-
1cans, previous to the inflictions of General Jackson, by
which they were completely and finally subdued, was at
Nickajack, in 1794.  An expedition was fitted out against
this town from Tennessee. It had beenta central point,
whence the war parties had proceeded. The American
force was sufficient to look down opposition. The town
was large and populous. = The inhabitants attempted to
escape In their canoes across the river, on which their
town is built. - The troops opened a deadly fire upon the

anoes. Some were killed,and some leapt into the water
and attempting to escape by swimming, were killed before
they were out of the reach of the guns. Some women
and children were taken prisoners, fifty-five warriors
were slain, and that town and another reduced to ashes.
In Nickajack were found fresh scalps taken at Cumber-
land, and a quantity of powder and lead just received from
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the Spanish government, and-a commission to the Breath,
a chief of that town, who was killedin the action. This
severe chastisement with other events that soon occurred,
broke the spirits of the Cherokees.

Among the murders that still continued to occur, we se-
lect the following as a fair sample of the desperate’char-
acter of the conflicts between the Indians and Americans.
We may infer that similar resistance took place in almost
every case of the almost numberless assaults and murders
in these border wars. On the 27th of January,a party of
Indians killed George Mason, on Flat creek, about twelve
miles from Knoxville. - During the night he heard a noise
at his stable, and stepped out to-ascertain the cause; and
the Indians coming in between him and the door, intercep-
ted his return.  He fled, but was fired upon and wounded.
He reached a cave a quarter of a mile from his house, out
of which, already weltering in his blood, he was dragged
and murdered. Having finished this business, they re-
turned to the house to dispatch his wife and children. Mps.
Mason, unconscious of the fate of her husband, heard them
talking to each othor asthex appraached the house. At
first she was delighted with the hope that her neighbars,
aroused by the firing, had come to her assistance. But
understanding English and German, the language-of her
neighbors, and pereeiving that fhe conversation was in
neither of these tongues, she instantly inferred that they
were savages coming to attack the house. This heroine
had that very murning learned how the double trigger of
a rifle was set. Fortunately the children were not awa-
kened by the firing; and she took care not to disturb them.
She shut the door,and barred it with benches and tables;
and took down the well charged rifle of her hushand.
She placed herself directly opposite the opening which
would be made by forcing the door. Her husband came
not, and she was but too well aware that he was slain.
She was alone in the darkness. The yelling savages
were without, pressing upon the house. ~ She took counsel
from her own magnanimity, heightened by affection for
her children, sleeping unconsciously around her. The
Indians pusking with great violence, gradually opened the
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door sufficiently wide to attempt an entrance. The body
of one was thrust into the opening, and just filled it.  He
was struggling for admittance. Two or three more, di-
rectly behind him, were propelling him forward. She set
the trigger of the rifle, put the muzzle near the body of
the foremosty and in a direction that the ball, after passing
through his body, would penetrate those behind. She fired.
The first Indian fell, -The next one uttered the scream
of mortal agony. This intrepid woman saw the necessity
of profound silence. She observed it. 'The Indians in
consequence were led to believe that armed men were in
the house.” They withdrew from the house, took three
horses from the stable, and set it on fire. It was after

wards ascertained that this highminded wornan had saved

herself and children from the attack of twenty-five assail-
ants.

CHAPTER VIII.

INCIDENTS OF THE BORDER WARFARE OF WEST PENN-

SYLVANIA AND VIRGINIA RESUMED,

Ix order to give something like a connected view of the
incidents aftending the first settlement of Kentucky and
Tennessee, we have preceded the order of time, and re-
turn to narrate some of the more prominent events of In-
dian hostility in the older settlements of the north-eastern
extremity of the valley. A hasty glance at these events
is‘all our limits will-enable us to bestow. :

After the many bloody assaults of families in West Vir-
ginia in 1778, the Indians appeared on Dunkard creek,
ambushing the men of the settlement as they were return-
ing from their work in the neighboring fields. Many fell
by the first shot; but those who survived it returned their
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fire, and a severe contest ensued. But borne down by
numbers, the few that escaped fled to Straddler’s fort, near
at hand, leaying eighteen of their companions dead in the
road, exposed to the usual process of scalping and mang-
ling. To repel these repeated invasions, and chastise the
perpetrators, the veteran and popular commander, General
Clark was appointed by Virginia to lead an expedition
into the heart of the Indian country. A regiment of in-
fantry and a troop of cavalry were placed under his com-
mand, and he descended the Ohio, and marched through
the vast wilderness to Kaskaskia, near the Mississippi, in
what is now the state of Illinois. He surprised and took
the town. The French seitlements in what was then cal-
led the Illinois, had hitherto preserved a sort of doubtful
neutrality between the English and Americans, during the
war of the revolution. But they evidently inclined, both
from their habits and inclinations, to the party of the kng-
lish and Indians; and it was deemed by this gallant com-
mander a wise and just precaution to subject thems as
natural allies of the savages, to the American government.

At Kaskaskia, General Clark received intelligence that
governor Hamilton from Detroit, had arrived at Vincennes,
one of the most ancient settlements, which the French had
made east of the Mississippi, with a force chiefly compo-
sed of Indians, amounting  to six hundred men, and des-
tined against the settlements of Pennsylvania and Virgin-
1a, west of the mountains. Hamilton was unconscious
that General Clark was between him and the Mississippi.
He reposed in perfect security at Vincennes; and had de-
tached his Indians in marauding parties among the Amer-
ican settlements on the Ohjo, reserving for the defence of
the town only one company, and a few cannon.  General
Clark determined to surprise him, although it was mid-win-
terand the weather uncommonly severe. He fitted out a
barge with two small cannon, and four swivels. The barge
was obliged. to make her way through floating ice, under
circumstances “that would have deterred any other man
from making the atternpt. In February he set out amidst
the storms and deep snows, with one hundred and thirty
men, to make his way by land to unite with the force that
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he had sent around by water. The hardships that he en-

dured, and the difliculties he surmounted, can be credible
only-to these who know the habits of bac lewoodsmen.-
erossing the drowned lands of the Wabash, they were for-
ced to wade five miles through the water and.ice, some-
times as high as their breasts. "They appeared al length
before -Vincennes; and as fortune awarded it, almost sim-
ultaneously with their barge.  Thelr appearance was so
unexpectd, and their array so formidable, that Hamiltod, in
surprise and consternation, at behoiding such an enemy,
at such a season, surrendered the garrison prisoners of war,
without firing a gun. 'This commander-had been justly
detestable for the atrocities practised by the Indians, either
by ]t]- nstigation or permission. General Clark was or-
dered | I}hj governor of Virginia to detain him and his
aulmnlm.m, instruments and counsellors in these nefari-
ous transaections, close prisoners inirons.

This daring and sueeessful achievemen t:]:'cw after it a
train of important eonisequences.. It broke the chain wiiich
the British were altempting toform-behind our frontiers,
It awed the T'rench mmhabitants, and gave us the comnand
of the country quite to the Mississippi. It unkennelled the
savages from their lurking places, and detached them from
theiralliances; and it gave us a fair claim in the definitive
treaty to the b yundary which we obtained tothe eastern
bank of the Mississippi. A joint-invading force of one
thousand men was committed by Virginia to General M’-
Intosh, to march at ’liL, same- time with General Clark a-
gainst the Indians. ‘he force was directed against the
Sandusky tribe. It was less efficient and successiul than
that under General Clark. He found great difficulty in
raising, ¢ tU'E nping, and organizing so Lntrv a force; and it
was late in Jn:, season before it was lcmh to march. He
penetrated the interior as far as Tuscarawa, and erected
fort Lawrens on the banks of that river, leaving a garri-
son of one hundred and fifty men under Colonel Gibson,
and returned with the main body to fort Pitt.

In the depth of winter a body ‘of savages approached the
new fort unperceived. Having caught the garrison horses
outside the fort, they rode them intothe woods. ‘Ihen ap-
11
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proaching the fort, concealing themselves in the high grass,
and jingling the bells taken from the horses, they succeed-
ed in beguiling sixteen men to come out from the fort, in
the hope of finding their horses. ~Allured by the sound of
the bells, the detachment followed towards the sound until
they were led into an ambuscade of the enemy. Four-
teen of the sixteen were killed, and the other two made
prisoners. 'The garrison was now besieged by eight hun-
dred and forty-seven warriors, continuing to menace, and
propose conditions for six weeks, during which time they
became so destitute of provisions, as fo be obliged to aban-
don the siege. Afier some ofher skirmishes fatal to par-
ties of the Americans, the garrison itself was evacuated.
One of the desperate conflicts of the settlers with the In-
dians happened in 1779, at Rieket’s fort in West Virginia.
Myr. Morgan came in contact with two Indians, and was
pursued by them. Being old and infirm, he faltered in his
flight, and stepped behind a tree. awaiting his chances for
a shot.  The Indians, too, slid behind trees to shoot him in
safety.  One of them was not sufficiently sheltered, and
Morgan, watching his opportunity, at length aimed at an
cxposed part of his body. The shot took effect, and the
savage, rolling over in the agony of his woutnd, stabbed
himseif in the breast.  Morgan baving his gun - thus un-
loaded, fled again. The other Indian ganed rapidly on
him.  Seeing his enemy close at hand, and his gun pois-
ed, Morgan adroitly dropped aside, and the ball passed by
him. Both now pressed to single combat, and the struggle
for life. Morgan struck with his gun. The Indian threw
his tomahawk, which cut off one finger, and otherwise
wounding his hand, at the same time disabling his gun, and
knocking it oat of his grasp. They closed, and Morgan
being an expert wrestler, threw the Indian, but'was soon
overturned and beneath his powerful foe, who feeling for
his knife, uttered the fearful Indian yell of assured victory.
A woman’s apron, which with savage fondness for our
dress, he had bound round his waist, hindered him from
coming at his knife. Morgan, too, having got possession
of his fingers.in his teeth, was able to operate upon the
sinew of the red skin with effect. The Indian, after fum-
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bling behind the apron, at length grasped the knife, elate
with the confidence of dwp'udunfr his prostrate foe. But
he had seized the handle far towards the blade; and Mor-
gan wasenabled to grasp the remainder of the handle. As
the Indian drew it from the scabbard, Morgan, crippling
another finger with his teeth, causing the hand to relax a
little from its force, drew the knife through the hand of the
savage, cufting a dcep wound in his hand, as he gained the
entire possession of it. Both now sprang erect.  But Mor-
gan had still a savage finger in his mouth, and the body in
his grasp, from which the Indian was struggling to disen-
gage himself. He shad now all the advantage, and was
soon able to plunge the knife to the hilt in the body of the
savage, which sunk from his grasp.

A female exploit on Dunkard’s creek ought to be recor-
ded in this place. Two or three families “of this settle-
ment had fled for safety fo Mr. Boyarth’s house. The in-
dians came upon it, when it contained only Mr. Boyarth
and two other men, Warned by the children thatthe ‘ug-
ly red men’ had come, one of the men ran to the door. He
received a shof, and fell. The Indian who had shot him,
sprang in after him, and grappling with the other white

man, was thrown on a bed. Having no weapon, the white

mancalled Mrs. Boyarth for a knife. Not ﬁnd:no‘d. knife,

the heroine seized an axe, and cleft the red man’s skull,

as he lay under his foe. At this moment another Indian
entering shot the victorious white man dead. Mrs. Bo-
yarth brandished her axe upon him, as soon as he had shot,

and by a well directed blow at lns body, ald him yelling
on the floor. Others continuing to enter, sl e levelled the
first one by a blow on the head.  The Indml behind drew

out his yelling companion, and leaving the door way clear,
she closed it on the rest, and made it fast. The men with-
in had been wounded, but not so as to prevent their aiding
the heroine to maintain possessicn of the house, until :llcv
were relieved by a party from a neighboring &ctllcmcnt

All the children in the yard were a!am, and the whole trans-
action scarcely ocutplul three minutes, during which Mrs.
Boyarth killed three Indians, and s mcd the remainder of
the family.
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An Indian expedition about this time, advancing from
Wheeling to Washington, had made many prisoners.—
Learning that a strong force wasembodying against them,
they determined to massacre all their prisoners, and re-
trace their steps across the Ohio.  Dreadfully did they car-
ry their®%avage purpose intoeffect. 'The members of fam-
ilies were pinioned, and bound to trees in sight of each oth-
er. Parents, children, husbands, and wives were all slow-
ly despatched in each others” view. Their tormentors, the
While, exulting in this spectacle of ineffable horror,

Another similar massacre occurred. A party of [ndians
assailed the settlements near Booth’s creek, on the upper
walers of the Monongahela, They came upen the house
of Captain Thomas, a veligious man. In the midst of his
family of seven children, himself and wife had just risen
from prayers, and were singing the first line of the hymn
“Go worship at Immanuel’s feet,” when a gun was fired at
him, and he fell. The mother implored mercy for herself-
and her children in vain. The mother and six children
were stricken with the merciless tomahawk, The seventh
child was taken captive. A neighbor who was with this
unfortunate family, engaged in prayer with the rest, crept
under the bed, when (he first gun was fired, ‘and esca ped
the observation of the savages through all this scene of
horror.  The savages plundered every thing, and firing the
house, left it. ~ The neighbor, drawn from coneealment by
the flames, found Mrs. Thomas still alive, though she soon
after expired.

Some prisoners at this tine were rescued from the say-
ages by a party of relatives, who pursued and fired upon
them. As soon as the fire of the whites was opened on
the red men, five ofthem fell dead. The remainder fled,
abandoning a mass of plunder. - Unhappily, one of the
prisoners, Alexander Rony, was killed by the fire of his
own people. His mother escaping from them, and ignor-
ant that her son was among the slain, {rantic in the exul-
tation of deliverance, exclaimed, as she reachedthe rescu-
ing party, ‘Lam Alexander Rony’s wife, of the valley; and
a pretty little woman too, if I was well dressed.’  An Irish-
man, also, was delivered, who benumbed, dressed like an
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Indian, and from his broad dialect, scarcely able to make
himself understood, had well nigh been sacrificed as an In-
dian. Terror unloosed his organs of speech, and he ex-
claimed in his own broad dialect. ¢Lord Jesus! am I to
be killed by white people at last? These exclamations
saved his life. . Impartiality requires us to add that our
own people sometimes proved savage, and acted after the
worst examples of their foe. The only mitigation of the
horrible massacre of the Moravian Indian settlements must
be found in the exasperated state of the public mind, goad-
ed to almost unendurable revenge by a series of Indian as-
saults and murders, which had been accumulating in the
public memory for halfa century.

These converted savages were settled on the Musking-
um. They had been converted through the agency of the
Moravians, had received either German or Bible names,
and had made no inconsiderable progress in civilization
and christianity. Situated intermediate between the hos-
tile savages and the frontier whites, allied to the one peo-
ple by blood, and to the other by the ties of & common faith,
striving to do good to both, and be friends to each, they
shared the common fate of mediation between fierce, jeal-
ous, and hostile opponents.  They were suspected by both,
and trusted by neither. The whites were planning their
destruction, because of their supposed eo-operation with
the savages. Their own race charged them with convey-
ing information to the whites, discouraging their allies,
and frustrating their vengeance. Their number amoun-
ted to between three and four hundred. Jealousies, ru-
mors, suspicions, criminations had been gathering force a-
gainst them for years. At length a private expedition
was fitted out against them, commanded by Colonel Wil-
liams. The professed object was to destroy their crops,
that the hostile savages coming through their count ry, might
not avail themselves of this resource for supplies, and to
remove the Indian converts to fort Pitt. The village was
surrounded with the same precautions, as though the inva-
ding force expected to be attacked. In fact, the infuria-
ted whites, on some pretext, real or supposed, began to fire
upon the Indians, and three or four of the converts were
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killed. The rest surrendered. Their brethren were eol-
iected from the neighboring villages. All showed an en-
tire readiness to be condueted to fort Pitt, and gave up their
arms.  Colonel Williams had been censured for using. too
much lenity towards this people on a former expedition a-
gainst them, An accursed thirst for popularity, reckless
of justice, has been one of the vilest traits of the Ameri-
ean people from the beginning. A council was held in
regard to the fate of this lhi]}ll“-" people. Alas! all the
fiercer pl--1u ns had sealed their [itnwll. But a few were
‘found sulficiently independent and just to incline to the
side of merey. The victims were forewarned that they
must die. Implisnned, unarmed, they fell into each others’
arms, wept, prayed, confessed, forgave, soothed, and en-
couraged eachother. Theircomforting wordswere all about
a happy meeting, ‘where the wicked trouble not, and the
weary are at rest,” Beingasked if they were i :-.u!x to die,
they answered, ¢ Yes. We have commended our souls to
God, and are ready to die.” Thus fell ninety-six Mo-
ravian Indians, of each sex and every age, trom the hoa-
ry head to the infant on its mother’s breast. The black
transaction stands recorded to repress national boastful-
ness, and an impressive memento to teach the people to
listen to the voice of truth and merey, rather than the
brute suggestions of the passions. This expedition was
eonducted by inhabitants of West Penns sylvania.

This dreadful suceess drew numbersaround the standérd
of this expedition, until the force amounted to five hundred.
Under the command of Ci lonel Frm‘ﬂmrv! it moved against
the Moravians, near the Upper Sandusky,  When arrived
at these villages, they found h: 'm utter |\ deserted; and
the expi edition  wear v, misguided, and dswlul od, commen-
ced a return march. They were attac ked on their return,
by a large body of Indmna, and after some loss, were gl ad
to divide in small parties, and retreat in the night. The
Indians fell upon these parties in detail, harassing them,
killing, and making plhnm'h on all their retwrn mareh.
Crawford himself with nine others were made prisoners,
and marched off' towards the Indian towns, They soon
came upon the bodies of four of the captives, and arrived
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in time to see five more put to death by squawsand boys,
who were immediately engaged in I\m]\mtr about the bloody
heads in sport. Soon dlru, they met Simon Girty and
several Indians on horse back.  Colonel Crawfor d, mean-
wlnlc, was stripped naked, pinioned, and fastened {0 2 post

by a cord, which allowed |11|n to sit down, and wall once
or twice around it. A fire burnt briskly close by The
doomed siifferer looked at Girty, as one of his own race,

and asked him if he had been spared the tomahawk only to
die by a slow fire. “Yes,’ observed the monster with com-
posure, ‘you must be burned, Colonel.” Dreadful? repli-
ed the sufferer.  “But I will endeavor to bear it patiently.’
All the sickening inflictions of torture which savage inge-
nuify could invent, we wapp]u d.  In the midst of this ]I)I'!tr
agony, he begoed Girt: y to shoot him.  The wretch wnhul

iu:mnw.xlhr |mnh'11“‘ hear iy the while, ‘How can 17 You
see 1 have no gun.” The scene lasted more than three
hours.

Dr. Knight, who had been taken with him, witnessed this
revolting spectacle, and was told by Girty that he must be
led 1o the Shawnese towns to afford the inhabitants the
same gratifying show, The distance was forty miles.
Having been cunducted twenty-five under the guard of a
young warrior, and stopping to encamp, the lndian unpin-
ioned hir n, to enable him to'make a fire to d 'ive away the
mosquitoes. Watching his opportunity, he gave the sav-
age a blow which stunned hml He seized llm cun of his

captor, who, seeing his posit w" fled with a \d! of terror,
He drew the cock of the Indian’s aoiin, with so much foree,
in his eagerness to fire, as to break if, and the Indian esca-
pml After "“mf{f TINg i wenty-one daysin the woods, sub-
sisting on berries, nettles, and raw tarraping, and food of
that Lmul_. he arrived ima famished state at fort M fmush.

The massacre of the family of the Hf'\'. John Corbly,on
Muddy creek in West Pvni'ssz'lx wia, from obvious circum-
stances, exeited a strong sympathy uI the time. - The fa~
ther, his \wln', and five children were on their ' way to the
church where he officiated. He happened to be a litfle
way in the rear. His wile, assailed first by the Indians,
warned him {ofly. He fled to raise assistance. They
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began with the infant in its mother’s arms. The toma-
hawk fell in succession upon each, and last upon the hap-
less mother. When the father returned, two of his daugh-
ters manifested signs of life, and were recovered.

An amusing incident which oceurred in a second Indian
expedition against Wheeling, serves to break the gloomy
uniformity of these chronicles. The house of Colonel
Zane, outside of the fort, contained a supply of ammunition,
and was garrisoned by seven or eight persons, male and
female, beside his own family. He was determined to
maintain it. The savage army approached, and before fi-
ring upon the fort, demanded the surrender of the house.
A brief and well directed fire was the reply.  The women,
as usual, moulded bullets, charged the guns, and handed
them to the men, enabling them to fire with so much viva-
city, as to cause the assailants to recoil. By night, they
attempted to fire the house. A savage crawled to the
kitchen, and while wavinga brand in the air, to kindle the
fire so as to communicate it, received a shot from a black
man, which sent him yelling away. An incident which
promised the savages success in the end, operated in favor
ofthe besieged, = A small boat from fort Pitt, bound to the
Falls of the Ohio, logded with cannon balls, put to shore
at Wheeling. It was steered by one man, who, though
slightly wounded, reached the fort. The boat of course
fell into the hands of the savages. They had balls in a-
bundance, and a single cannon would have enabled them
to batter down the pallisade. Necessity with the red as
the white race is the mother of invention. A hollow log
was procured with a cavity of calibre as nearly fitting the
balls, as they could find. To render the new piece of ord-
nance safe, they adopted the ingenious expedient of apply-
ing chains obtained from a blacksmith’s shop hard by, and
strongly twisted them around either end of the wooden can-
non. It was then heavily charged, and pointed towards
the pallisade. ~Their imaginations presenting the walls
battered down,and themselves entering to apply the toma-
hawk and scalping knife, they applied fire.  Like the o
vercharged gun of Hudibras, the wooden mischief blew
into a thousand fragments, killed a number, wounded more,




OF THE WEST. 129

and left the survivors staring in mute astonishment at the
folly of meddling with the inventions of the white men.

Exasperated to frenzy, they returned from the discomfit-
ure of the log cannon to-the assault of the house. A dead-
ly fire again compelled them to retive. Meanwhile, the
ammunition was failigg, and unless a supply could be ob-
tained, the house must yield. It was proposed that some
one should make a sally among the savages,and bring from
the fort a leg of powder. ~ Though the enterprise was for-
lorn, volunteers offered to assnme it. A young sister of
Colonel Zane, who had justreturned from a hoarding school
in Philadelphia, was of the number. When reminded of.
the advantage of fleetness and force, which a man would
have over her, the heroine replied ‘that the loss of a woman
would be less felt.” Arranging her dress for the purpose,
she bounded towards the fort. The besiegers under their
native impulses, stood wrapt in admiration, and only ex-
claimed, ‘a squaw! asquaw!? - When arrived at the fort,
Colonel Silas Zane, who commanded the fort, filled a table
cloth with the eontents ofa keg of powder, bound it round
her waist, ard sent forth his fair and admirable kinsswoman
on her glorious errand, The Indians discovering the ob-
ject of her mission, were no longer chained into inaction by
the daring of the fair squaw! But she escaped untouched
thl‘uugh a whole volley of balls, and reached the fort in
safety. A party soon after relieved the fort; and raised
the siege.

An achievement of Mr. Adam Poe, about this time would
be worthy the narration of Sir Walter Scott. A party of
savage maranders were out between Wheeling and fort
Pitt. -~ Eight men pursued them. Among these were two
brothers of the name of Poe, remarkable for gigantic size
and strength., ~ Adam Poe fearing an ambuscade, left the
rest, crossed the Ohio, and under high weeds erawled down
the bank, searching for the enemy. A Wyandott chief,
a large and powerful'man, and a small Indian were on the
shore, and so intent upon their own espionage, as not to
have noticed him.  Poe’s gun missed, and the noise of the
lock betrayed him. = Too near to retieat, he grasped the
large Indian by the breast with one arm, and the small one
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round the neck with the other, and threw both on the shely-
ing bank, The small Indian cleared himself from his grasp;
and aimed his tomahawk at his head. A kick opportune-
ly applied, staggered him, and shook the tomahawk from
his hand. “Recovering it in a moment, the nimble Indian
flourished some exulting blows over_his head, as preludes
to the intended fatal one. Waiting for that, Poe threw up
his arm, and averted'it from his head by a wound in his
wrist. Extricating himself from the clutches of the chief,
who was attempting the while to throw him to the earth, he
snafched his fallen gun, and shot the little Indian dead. By
this time the large chief was erect, and seizing Poe by the
leg and shoulder at the same moment, prostrated him. Poe
bounded on his feet in an instant, and both closed in a strug-
gle, which plunged both in the Ohio. A contest ensued be-
tween these greatand fierce combatants, the object of which
was to drown each other. First one and then the other
was thrust under the water by alternate successful efforts.
Poe at length seized the long, black elub of hair on the
crown of the chief, skewered up in Indian fashion, and
held the red man under the water, until he thought he had
consigned him fo the empire of the fishes. But he mistook.
The savage was again erect in the water, and grappling
again, each was carried beyond his depth, and obliged to
swim. Both aimed for shore, each straining to reach it
first, in order to seize one of the guns lying there, and dis-
patch the other. The Indian proved the better swimmer;
and Poe perceiving it, made for the middle of the stream in
the hope to avoid the shet of his foe by diving. Fortunate-
ly, the chief first took the gun of the other Indian which
had been discharged, and Poe gained time and was thus
enabled to get farther into the river. Two of the whites
came up at this moment, and mistaking Poe for a wound-
ed Indian, fired and wounded him in the shoulder. He
turned and swam bleeding towards the shore, and recog-
nized his brother, called on him to shoot the big Indian be-
tween him and the shore. The brother shot the Indian,
and then plunged in the water to aid his brother to get to
shore. Meanwhile, the wounded Indian, to escape being
scalped, plunged into the deep water, and sunk to rise no
more.
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In 1784, general horror was excited by the result of an
expedition of the savages to Clinch river, in which, among
many ;murders, and.the taking of many prisoners, Mrs,

Moore, and her daughter Jane, an interesting girl of six-

teen, were burnt to death with all the aggravated circum-
stances of Indian torture.

A remarkable instance of female heroism is recorded in
the case’of Mrs. Merill, of Nelson county,in 1791. - The
house was assaulted by savages. -~ Mr. Merill opened the
door to ascertain the cause of the barking of the dogs. He
was fired at, and fell wounded into the room. The sava-
ges attempted to rush in after him, but Mrs. Merill and her
daughter effectually closed the door. The assailants began
to hew a passage through it with their tomahawks; and
having made a breach, began to squeeze through into the
room. Undismayed by the cries and groans within, and
the exulting yells without, the courageous wife seized an
axe, gave the entering ruffian a fatal blow, and dragged
him through the opening in the door. = Another and anoth-
er pressed in, supposing their fprecursers were safely en-
gaged in the work of death within, until four were slain.
The silence within induced one of those without to explore
the interior, through the crevice of the door. Discovering
the fate of his companions within, after some counsel with
those without, two mounted the house, and began to de-
scend the hroad wooden chimney. Aware from the noise
of the climbers what was in agitation, Mrs, Merill prompt-
ly met that danger. Her little son was ordered to cut open
a feather bed, and throw the contents in the fire. The two
lodgers in the funnel, scorched and suffocated by the burn-
ing feathers, tumbled down in a half insensibility far from
ienviable, Mr. Merill so far recovered from his wound as
to aid his heroic wife, helped to dispatch them, while she
continued to guard the door with her uplifted axe. Anoth-
cr savage attempted to enter, but-was saluted with sucha
blow, as drove him howling away. Thus the whole party
were either killed or wounded by female intrepidity with-
out a parallel. A prisoner heard this incident related by
the survivor in his own town, Being asked as usual, ‘what
news? he answered ‘bad news! The squaw fight worse
than the Long knives,’
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We seleet but one inecident more from these border hor-
rors, 'T'wo boys living on Short cree kk, on the west bank
of the Ohio, were atp 1.1\ at a distance {rom their house.
They were taken captive by two Indians, and | led away
four miles into the wilderness, where their captors, after
giving them food, I 1id down for the night, each holding one
of the ("t]}li\ osin higarms. - The elder endeavored to com-
fort his brother with the hope of escape. The younger
wept bitterly on finding himself in the power ol [ those ter-
rible red men, with the dread of whom his mothex » had of=
ten hushed him to sleep.  But the-trembling one soon fell
asleep in the muscular arms of his master. The other
slept not; and finding his keeper in sound sleep, he arose,
and to try the soundnessof the sleep of his captors, renew-
ed the fire with such novements as required noise, and
would vet seem allowable to the Indians, should they a-
waken. Their sleep remained profound. hl‘ Wi tle{I to
his brother, gently awakened him, his
ear, ‘we had }:rﬂ!w oo home now.* ,'The younger ifpiju!
‘11-“_\' will follow and catch us? ¢Never fear,’ said the el*
der, “we will take eare for that.” It was not without dif-
hr'ulh that the elder prevat iled on the younger to aid him
in killing their r"ipf-m- The Indians had but one gun be-
tween them, and near it lay their tomabhawks., T he elder
placed the gun levelled on a log near the ear of one of the
Indians, and stationed his brother with his finger on the
trigger to pull it at hissignal. He bestrode the other sav-
ace with tomahawlk in hand. Brandishing it asthe signal
for pulling ‘the tricger, the gun was discharged and the
tomahawk fell together.t Lay on,’ exclaimed the younger,
¢f have done it for mine.? The first blow of the tomahawk
was not Ilml but it 'was |;i1u anew with so much foree,
that the Indian, who upon the first blow had risen to his
feet, was brought down again. Leaving their captors dead,
the young heroes set off" for home, where they arrived at
ma‘l\ dawn, and heard, as they came fo the door, the plain-
tive voice of their mother, exclaiming ‘poor little fellows,
they are killed or taken prisoners.’ ‘No,’ they ]L:—:il!!liltbll
from without, we are here safe.’

el
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CHAPTER IX.
SETTLEMENT OF OHIO.

Prruvious to entering upon the annals of the Indian wars
meident to the settlement of this great: state, it becomes
necessary to dwell a moment upon some events of greater
and more general moment to the interest of the whole val.

ley, and to the settlement of Ohio, than these chronicles of

skirmishes, and the assaults and massacres of detached set-
tlements. The battles of General Harmar, General St.
Clair, and General Wayne were fought by considerable
bodiesof regular troops, raised by the general government,
with great masses of Indians. 'The consequences of these
battles were felt over all the West, and through the Union.
We return to the order of events in the West, immediately
subsequent to the close of the revolutionary war.

The savages had generally taken part with Britain in
this war. That power still held posts within our ceded
limits, whence her traders issued the ‘means of influence
and corruption among them. These posts were central
points from which they marched upon our incipient seltle-
ments on the frontier, armed with the tomahawk and the
scalping knife. One of the earliest objects of the attention
of our government after the war, was either to pacily the
Indians, or restrain and punish their cruelties. The
Creeks, a powerful nation in the centre of the southern
country, were in a position to be excited to enmity, both
by Britainand Spain.. They were headed at this time by
M’Gillivray, a man who united in his character the strong
points, both of the savage and the civilized life. He was
at first refractory and indisposed to terms. A second ef:
fort with him was more successful. Colonel Willet, who
was charged with the negotiation, induced M’Gillivray to
repair to New York; and a treaty was signed which bears
his name along with that of Washington.

12




134 INDIAN WARS

Attempts to pacify the Indians of the Wabash and the
Miami were not equally suceessful. The measures of
Washington were soon taken. When he saw that the or-
dinary motives would have no effect in bringing them to
terms, policy and humanity alike called for strong meas-
ures. An expedition against the hostile tribes north-west
of the Ohio, was planned. The object was to bring the In-
dians to a general engagement; or if that might not be, to
destroy their establishments on the watersof the Scioto and
the Wabash. General Harmar was appointed to the com-
mand of this expedition. Major Hamtranek, with a de-
tachment, was to make a diversicn in his faver up the Wa-
bash.

On the 13th of September, 1791, General Harmar
marched from fort Washington, the present site of Cincin-
nati, with three hundred and twenty regulars, and effected
a junetion with the militia of Pennsylvania and Kentucky,
which had advanced twenty-five miles in front. 'The whole
force amounted to one thousand four hundred and fifty-three
men. Colenel Hardin, who commanded the Kentucky mi-
litia, was detached with six hundred men, chiefly militia,
to reconnoitre. - On his approach to the Indian settlements,
the Indians set fire to their villages and fled. In order, if
possible, to overtake them, he was detached with a small-
er force that could be moved more rapidly. It consisted
of two hundred and ten men. A small party of Indians
met, and attacked them; and the greater part of the mili-
tia behaved badly,—leaving a few brave men who would
not fly, to their fate. Twenty-three of the party fell, and
seven only made their escape, and rejoined the army. Not-
withstanding this check, the army succeeded so far as to
reauce the remaining towns to ashes, and destroy their pro-
yisions.

On- their return to fort Washington, General Harmar
was desirous of wiping off in another action, the disgrace
which public opinion had impressed upon his arms. He
halted eight miles from Chillicothe; and late at night, de-
tached Colonel Hardin, with orders to find the enemy, and
bring them to an engugement. Early in the morning this
detachment reached the enemy, and a severe engagement
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ensued. The savages fought with desperation. Some of
~the American troops shrunk; but the officers conducted
with great gallantry. Most of them fell, bravely discharg-
ing their dnh. More than fifty 1crrultuq and one hundred
lﬂll[li'l mclmhmr the brave officers, Fontaine, Willys, and
I‘rmhmghqm, were slain.

Harmar, in his official aceount of this affair, claimed the
victory, .thlmwrh the Americans seem clearly to have had
the worst of if. At his request, he was tried by a court
martial, and honorably acquitted: The enemy had suffer-
ed so severely, that ihu’ allowed him to return unmolested
to fort W ashmgtun.

The terrors and the annoyance of Indian hostilities still
hung over the western settlements. The call was loud and
general from the frontiers, for ample and efficient protee-
tion. Congress placed the means in the hands of the ex-
ecutive. \Lt]m General Arthur St. Clair was appointed
commander in chief of the forces o be employed in the
meditated expedition. The objects of it were, to destroy
the Indian settlements between the Miamies, to expel them
from the country, and establish a chain of posts, which
should prevent their return duriz the war. This army
was late in assembling in the vicinity of fort Wlt-hmﬁmu.
They marched dir cotlv towards the chief establishments of
the enemy, huilding and oarrisoning in their way the two
intermediate forts, 1[1mllhm and Jefferson.. After the de-
tachments had lnecn made for these garrisons, the effective
force that remained amounted to komcllunrr 1{* ss than two
thousand men.  To open a road for their march was a slow
and tedious business.. Small parties of Indians were of-

ten seen hovering about their march; and some unimpor-
tant ‘skil'michﬁs took phce.. As the army approached the
enemy’s country, sixty of the militia deserted in a body

To prevent the influénce of suchan O\ampfo Major Ham-
tranck was detached with a regiment in pursuit of the de-
serters. The army now consisting of one thousand four
hundred men, continued its march; - On the 3d of Novem-
ber, 1792, it encamped fifteen miles south of the Miami
villages. Having been rejoined by Major Hamiranck,
General St. Clair proposed to march immediately against
them.

OF THE WEST.
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Half an hour before sunrise, the militia was attacked by
the savages, and fled in the utmost confusion, They burst
through the formed line of the regulars into the camp.

- Great efforts were made by the officers, to restore order;
but not with the desired success. The Indians pressed upon
the heels of the flying militia, and engaged General But-
ler with great intrepidity. The action became warm and
general; and the fire of the assailants passing round both
flanks of the first line, in a few minutes was poured with
equal fury upon the rear.. The artillerists in the centre
were mowed down; and the fire was the more galling, as
it was: directed by an invisible enemy, crouching on the
ground, or concealed behind trees. In this manner they
advanced towards the very mouths of the cannon ; and
fought with the infuriated fierceness with which success
always animates savages. - Some of the soldiers exhibited
military fearlessness, and fought with great bravery. Oth-
ers were timid and disposed to fly. With a self-devotion,
which the occasion required, the officers generally expo-
sed themselves tothe hottest of the contest, and fell in great
numbers in desperate efforts o restore-the battle. The
commanding general, ‘aqugh he had been for some time
enfeebled with severe cisease, acted with personal brave-
ry, and delivered his orders with judement and celf-posses-
sion. A charge was made upon the savages with the bay-
onet; and they were driven:from their eoyvert with some
loss, a distance of four hundred yards. Butassoonasthe
charge was suspended they returned to the attack.  Gen-
eral Butler was mortally ‘wounded; the left of the right
wing broken, and the artillerists killed almost to a man.
The guns were seized, and the camp penetrated by the en-
emy. A desperate charge-was headed by Colonel Butler,
althongh he was severely wounded; and theIndians were
again driven from the camp, and the artillery recovered.
Several charges were repeated with partial success. The
enemy only retreated, to return to the charge, flushed with
new ardor. The ranks of the troops were broken, and the
men pressed together in crowds, and were shot down with-
out resistance. A retreat was all that remained, to save
the remnant of the army. Colonel Darke was ordered to
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charge'a: body of savages that intercepted their retreat.
Major Clarl, with his battalion, was directed to cover the
rear. These orders were carried into effect; and a most
disorderly flight commenced.. A pursnit was kept up four
miles, when fortunately for the surviving Americans, the
natural greediness of the savage appetite for plunder call-
ed baclk the victorious Indians to the camp, to divide the
spoils. The routed troops: continued their flight to fort
Jeflerson, throwing away their arms on the road. 'The
wounded were left here,.and the army retired upon fort
Washington.

In this fatal baitle fell thirty-eight commissioned officers,
and five hundred and ninety-three non-commissioned offi-
cers and privates. 'T'wenty-one commissioned officers, ma-
ny of whom afierwards died of their wounds, and two hun-
dred and forty-two non-commissioned officers and privates
were wounded. -

The savage force in this fatal engagement wasled by a
Mississago chief, who had been trained to war under the
British, during the revolution.  So superior was his knowl-
edge of tactics, that the Indian chiefs, though extremely

OF THE WEST.

Jealous of him, yielded the entire command to him; and he

arranged and fought the battle with great combination of
military skill. Their force amounted to four thousand,
and they stafed the Americans killed, at six hundred and
twenty, and their own at sixty-five; but it was undoubt-
edly much greater. They took seven pieces of cannon,
two hundred oxen, and many horses. The chief; at the
close of the battle, bade the Indians forbear the pursuit of
the Americans, as he said they had killed enough.

General Scott with ene thousand mounted volunteers
from Kentucky, soon after marched againsta party of the
victors, at St. Clair’s fatal field. He found the Indians
rioting in their plunder, riding the oxen in the glee of tri-
umph, and acting as if the whole body was intoxicated.
General Scott immediately attacked them. The contest
was short, but decisive. The Indians had two hundred
killed on the spot. The cannon and military stores re-
maining were retaken, and the savages completely routed..
The loss of the Kentuckians was inconsiderable.

12 %
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The reputation of the government was now commnittet:
in the fortunes of the war, Three additional regirents
were directed to be raised.  On the mo‘ion in congress for
raising these regiments, there was an animated, and even
a bitter debate. It was urged on one hand, that the ex-
pense of such a force would involve the necessity of severe
taxation; that too much power was thrown into the hands
of the president; that the war had been badly managed,
and ought to have been entrusted to the militia of the West,
under their own officers; and with more force they urged
that no success could be of any avail, so long as the Brit-
1sh held those posts within our acknowledged linits, from
which the savages were supplied with protection, shelter,
arms, advice, and instigation to the war. On the other
hand, the justice of the cause, as a war of defence, and not
of conquest, was unquestionable. It was proved that be-
tween 1783 and 1790, no less than one thousand five hun-
dred people of Kentucky had been massacred by the sava-
ges, ordragged into a horrid captivity; and that the fon-
tiers of Pennsylvania and Virginia had suffered a loss not
much less. It was proved that every effort had been made
to pacify the savages without effect. They showed that in
1790, when a treaty was proposed to the savages at the
Miami, they first refused to treat, and then asked thirty
days for deliberation. It was granted. In the interim,
they stated that not less than one hundred and twenty per-
sons had been killed and captured, and'several prisoners
roasted alive; atthe term of which horrors, they refused
any answer at all to the proposition to treat. Various oth-
erremarks were made in defence of the bill. It tried the
strength of parties in congress, and was finally carried.

General St. Clair resigned, and Major General Anthony
Wayne was appointed to succeed him. This officor com-
manded‘the confidence of the western people, who confi-
ded in that reckless bravery, which had long before pro-
eured him the appellation of *Mad Anthony.’  There was a
powerful party, who still affected to consider this war un-
necessary; and every impediment was placed in the way
of‘its suceess, which that party conld devise. To prove to

them that the government was still disposed to peace, two.
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excellent officers and valuable men, Colonel Hardin and
Major Truman wereseverally despatched with propositions
of peace. They were both murdered by the savages. These
unsuecessful attempts at negotiation, and the difliculties and
delays naturally incident to the preparation of such a force,
together with the attempts that had been made in congress,
to render the warunpopular, had worn away so much time
that the season for operations for the year had almost elap-
sed. But as soon-as the negotiations had wholly failed,
the campaign was opened with as much vigor as the na-
fure of the case would admit. The general was able,
however, to do no more this autumn, than to advance into
the forest towards the country of the savages, six miles in
advance of fort Jefferson. He took possession of the ground
on which the fatal defeat of St. Clair had taken place, in
1791.  He here erected a fortification, with the appropri-
ate name of fort Recovery, His principal eamp was call-
ed Greenville. In Kentucky, meanwhile, many of the peo-
ple clamored against these measures, and loudly insisted
that the warought to be carried on by militia, to be com»
manded by an officer taken from their state. It was be-
lieved, too, by the executive, that the British government,
by retaining their posts within our limits, and by various
other measures, at least countenanced the Indians in their
hostilities. That government took a more decisive meas-
ure early in the spring. A British detachment from De-
troit advanced near fifty miles south of that place, and for-
tified themselves on the Miami of the lakes. In one of the
numerous skirmishes which took place between the sava-
ges and the advance of General Wayne, it was affirmed,
that the British were mingled with the Indians.

On the 8th of August, General Wayne reached the con-
fluence of the Au Glaize,and the Miami of the lakes. The
richest and most extensive settlements of the western Indi-
ans were at this place. It was distant only about thivty
miles from the post on the Miami, which the British had
recently oceupied. The whole strength of the enemy, a-
mounting to nearly two thousand warriors, was collected
in the vicinity of that post. 'The regulars of Gen. Wayne
were not much inferior in numbers. A reinforcement of
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one thousand one hundred mounted Kentucky militia, com-
manded by General Scott, gave a decided superiority to
the American force, 'The general was well aware that the
enemy were ready to give him battle, and he ardently de-
sired it.  But in pursurnce of the settled policy of the Uni
ted Stafes, another effort was made for the attainment of
peace, without the shedding of blood. The savages were
exhorted by those who were sent to them, no longer to fol-
low the counsels of the bad men at the foot of the Rapids,
who urged them on to the war, but had neither the power
nor the inclination to protect them; that to listen to the
propositions of the government of the United States, would
restore them to their homes, and rescue them from famine.
To these propositions they returned only an evasive an-
gwer.

On the 20th of August, the army of General Wayne

marched in columns. A select battalion under [aj. Price,
moved as a reconnoitering force in front.,  After marching
five miles, he received-so heavy a fire from the savages,
concealed as usual, that he was compelled to retreat. The
savages had chosen their ground with great judgment.
They had-moved into a thick wood, in advance of the Brit-
ish works, and had taken a position behind fallen timber,
prostrated by a tornado. This rendered their position al-
most-inaccessible to horse. They were formed in three
regular lines, according to the Indian custom, very much
extended in front. Their first effort was to- turn the left
flank of the American army.

The American legion was ordered to advance with trai-
led arms, and rouse the enemy from his covert at the point
of the bayonet, and then deliver its fire. The cavalry led
by Captain Campbell, was ordered to advance between the
Indians and the river, where the wood admitted them to
penetrate, and charge their left flank. General Scott, at
the head of the mounted volunteers, was commanded to
make a considerable circuit and turn their right. These,
and all the complicated orders of General Wayne, were
promptly executed. But such was the impetuosity of the
charge made by the first line of infantry, so entirely was
the enemy broken by it, and so rapid was the pursuit, that

e ——

|
i
[




==

OF THE WEST, 141

only a small part of the second line, and of the mounted
volunteers could take any part in the action. In the course
of an hour, the savages were driven more than two miles,
and within gun shot of the British fort.

General Wayne remained three days on the field of bat-
tle, reducing the houses and corn fields, above and below
the fort, and some of them within pistol shot of it, to ashes.
The houses and stores of Colonel M’Kee, an English tra-
der, whose great influence among the sayages had been uni-
formly exerted for the continuance of the war, was burned
among the rest. Correspondence on these points took
place between General Wayne and Major Campbell, who
commanded the British fort. That of General Wayne was
sufliciently firm; and it manifested that the latter only a-
voided hostilities with him, by acquiescing in the destruc-
tion: of British property within the range of his guns.

On the 28th, the army returned to Au Glaize, destroy-
ing all the villages and corn within fifty miles of the river.
In this decisive battle, the American loss in killed and
wounded amounted to one hundred and seven, including:
officers. - Among those that fell, were Captain Campbell
and Lieutenant Towles. The general bestowed great and
merited praise for their bravery and promptitude in this
affair, to all his troops.

T'he hostility of the Indians stil] continuing, their whole
country was laid waste; and forts were erected in the heart
of their settlements to prevent their return. This season-
able victory, and this determined conducton the part of the
United States, rescued them from a general war with all
the nations. north-west of ‘the Ohio. The Six Nations had
manifested resentments, which were only appeased for the
moment, by the suspension of a settlement, which Penn-

sylvania was makine a Presqu’ Isle, within their alleged
limits. The issue of this battle dissipated the clouds at
once which had been thickening in that quarter.  Its influ-
ence was undoubtedly felt far to'the south. The Indian
inhabitants of Georgia, and still farther to the south had been
apparently on the verge of a war, and had been hardly re-
strained from hostility by the feeble authority of that sfate..
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No incidents of great importanice oceurred in this quar-
ter, until August 3d, of the next year; when a definitive
treaty was concluded by Genéral Wayne, with the hostile
Indians north-west of the Ohio. © By this treaty, the de-
structive war which had so long desolated that frontier,
was ended in a manner acceptable to the United States.
An accommodation was also brought about with the south-
ern Indians, notwithstanding the intrigues of their Spanish
neighbors. The regions of the Mississippi valley were
opened on all sides to immigration, and rescued fromthe
dread of Indian hostilities.

The progress of the great state of Ohio has no parallel
in the history of colonies. No records can be found of e-
qual advancement of population, national wealth, strength
and improvement of every sort, by the unforced progress
of immigration and natural increase.  But little more than
thirty years ago, it wasall possessed by ruthless savages;
and we now see cities and towns, more than an hundred
thousand militia, a million inhabitants, two canals, the one
nearly seventy, and the other three hundred miles in length,
a great number of flourishing villages, handsome farm hou-
ses, and every indication of comfort and abundance, and
the whole scene has at first view the aspect of fable and
enchantment. We sec one respectable and rapidly ad-
vaneingtown; anda mass of farmers spread oyer the grea-
ter portion of the surface of the state, not rich in money,
but rich in rural abundance, in simplicity of manners, and
the materials of genuine independence. The people are
as well fed and clothed, and as contented and happy, per-
haps, as the same numberof people any where on the globe.
There are schools, colleges,; manufactories; national works
and improvements, of which any state, or any order of so-
ciety, howsoeveradvanced, might be proud. This colony,
which has flourished by its own innate principle of vigor,
without factitious support fiom speculation, or any forcing
from opulence and power, still sees the original trees stand-
ing in-its fields.

We should be glad to trace the origin and progress of
every town and settlement in (he state from Marietta, Cin-
cmpati,a d Galliopolis, the oldest towns in the country,to
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the most recent establishment on lake Erie. It would be
pleasant to trace the gradual advance of the settlement
from these central points and the shores of the Ohio, along
the two Miamies, over the heights which separate the wa-
ters of the Ohio from those of lake Erie. The history, al-
so, of the settlernent of the Connecticut Reserve, is an in-
teresting one. We there find a large and compact settle-
ment, distinct from the other divisions of the Ohio popula-
tion, in the equal dispersion of farms oyer the surface, in
the disposition to support schoals and public worship, ex-
ceedingly like the parent people from whom they Sprung.
But they who achieved these great works, thought little of
transmitting the remembrance of their works to posterity.
Their minds were pleasantly occupied with other views,
and those copious, exact and satisfactory materials, neces-
sary for a detailed history of the progress of Ohio, will, pro-
bably, perish with the living depositories of them. Many
of the founders of this great state still exist; but they are
too intently occupied, in laying up the superstructure of
their recent establishments, to think of fu rnishing such ma-
terials. Besides, the details of such a work would fill vol-
umes. Neither our limits or materials allow any more
than some very abbreviated sketches.

The first effective settlement of Ohio, was by purchasers
under the ‘Ohio Company® in 1788. The writer of - this
distinetly remembers the wagon that carried out a number
of adventurers from the counties of Essex and Middlesex,
in Massachusetts, on the second emigration to the woods
of Ohio.  Fle remembers the black canvass covering of
the wagon; the white and large lettering in capitals €7b
Marietta on the Ohio.” He remembers the focd which
even then the thought of such a distant expedition furnish-
ed to his imagination. Some twenty emigrants accompa-
nied this wagon. The Rev. Dr. Manassch Cutler, he
thinks, had the direction of this band of emigrants. Gen-
eral Putnam seems to have been the only one who prece-
ded him in claims to be considered the patriarch of the
Marietta settlement. Dr. Cutler, at the time of his being
engaged in the speculation of the Ohio Company’s purchase,
had a feud,—it is not remembered whether literary, politi-
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cal, or religious,—with the late learned and eccentric Dr.
Bently of Salem, Massachusetts. Dr. Bently was then
chief contributor to a paper which he aflerwards edited.
The writer still remembers, and can repeat doggerel ver-
ses by Dr. Bently upon the departure of Dr. Cutler on his
first trip to explore his purchase on the Ohio.

The first travellers to explore Ohio, availed themselves
of the full extent of the traveller’s privilege in regard to
the wonders of this new land of promise, and the unparal-
leled fertility of the soil. 'T'hese extravagant representa-
tions of the grandeur of the vegetation, and the fertility of
the land, at first excited a great desire to emigrate to this
new and wonderful region.  But some returned with dif-
ferent accounts, in discouragement; and the hostilities of
the savages were painted in the most appalling colors. A
reaction took place in the public mind. The wags of the
day exercised their wit, in circulating caricatured and ex-
aggerated editions of the stories of the first adventurers,
that there were springs of brandy, flax, that bore little pie-
ces of cloth on the stems, enormous pumpkins and melons,
and the like. = Accounts the most horrible were added of
hoop snalies of such deadly malignity that a sting, which
they bore in their tuils, when it punctured the bark of a
green tree, instantly caused its leaves to become sear, and
the tree to die. Stories of Indian massacres and barbari-
ties were related in all their horrors. The country was
admitted to be fertile; but was pronounced excessively
sickly, and poorly balancing by that advantage all these
counterpoises of sickness, Indians, copper headed and hoop
snales, bears, wolves, and panthers.

The {endency of the New England mind to enterprise
and emigration, thus early began to develope. For all
these horrors portrayed in all their darkness, and with all
the dreadful imaginings connected with the thought of such
a remote and boundless wilderness, did not hinder the de-
parture of great numbers of the people following in the foot-
steps of General Putnam and Dr. Cutler. They were
both men of established character, whose words and opin-
ions wrought eonfidence. Dr. Cutler was a man of exten-
sive and various learning. He was particularly devoted
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to the study of natural history; and was among the first
who began szientific aH\ to ex| Jlore the bots iy of our coun-
try. Hehad great efficiency in founding the upper set-
tlement on Ohio; and his descendants are among the most
respectable |1111.u.1::|r‘t.~1 of the country at present.

General Rufus Putnam had been a reputable and un-
blemished n‘l'f'n" in the war of the revolution. He emr
arated from Leicester, in the county of Worcester, Massa-
chusetts. IIe was, probably, the member of the Ohio
Company who had Liu,. oreatest inflacnce in imparting con-
fidence to emigration {rom New Eneland to Ohio. When
he moved there, it was one compact and boundless forest.
He saw that forest fall on all sides 11:1-1-'-':!1“ axe; and
in the progress of improvement, comfortable, and. then
large, commodious an ¥ splendid dwe :lEH_Fi:ﬁ rise around him,
He saw his favorite seitlement sustain an inundation of
the Ohio, which drowned the cattle, walted away the dwel-
lings, and in some instances the 1nna.1all.1nt‘- in them. IIG
saw the settlement survive the accumulated horrors of
Indian war. Ile saw its exhaustlessfertitity, and is mt-
ural advantages trinmph over all. Hc saw Marietta ma-
king advances towards an union of interest with the gulf
of \[ﬂ\lrru by fioating down to iis h »som . number of
sea \D“LI~, built at tutll pl wee.  He saw such-a-prodigious
mercase of navigation on the Ohio, : asto ni nmber an hu: ‘(ht,l
large boats passing his dwelling in a few hours. He heard
the first tumult of steam boats as they began to be borne
down between the forests. He had surrounded his repub-
lican mansion with orchards bending with fruit. In the
midst of rural abundance and endeared friends, who had
grown up around him, far from the display of wealth, the
bustle of ambition and intrigue, the father of a colony,
hospitable an'i kind without ostentation and without effort,
he displayed in these remote regions, the grandeur, real
and intrinsie, of those immortal men who achieved our
revolution. Ie has passed away. But the memory of
really great and good men, like General Putnam, will
remain as long as ]‘:Ecuh ,inde pnndanL. and comfort, shall
prevail on the shores of the Ohio.

The next settlement in Ohio, in the order of time, and
13
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really the most efficient and important of all others, and
which may be clearly considered the nucleus of the pop-
ulation, was that between the two Miamies. Of this set-
tlement Judge Symmes may fairly be considered the foun-
der, He was a civilian, a lawyer, and an inhabitant of
New Jersey. He was a member of congress when he
firs tr‘untcmpl.ﬂr;'ll the idea of emigrafing to the western
country. He was the representative and agent of the
company which made the first purchase between the two
Miamies. It mi'upr ehended a million of acres. - He was
afterwards a judge under the territorial gove 1'!1111( nt. His
name is identified with all the sub seque nt sales, locatio ns,
establishments of the sites of ftowns, and similar tl.umc~
tions, until Ohio became a state. Had his speculation
been liJ“U.H ed with the success '.um:l: ought to have re-
sulted from the foresight with which it was made, and the
vigor with which it was carried into effect, it must have
secured an immense fortune for his poslerity. But the is-
sues of such great and combined operations are often de-
termined by elements, beyond the reach of human fore-
sight. Clear as ||!-11-|u11 was into the In!n.l , he little
iuzfm\. the future value and consequence of these lands.
Purchasers, with a ken still more limited, had not the cour-
age nor {forecast to u,.l‘\(‘ him sufficieni payments to nieet

the great expensesof -his speculations. He was 1r.1cim s-
tionabty l!iTml in @ high degree to lt'((‘ll](‘ the [oster father
to a new col =|11" He possessed a sound un(le: standing,

great firmpess of purpose, and was a man of industrious
habits, and devoted to bu isiness; and bad net the slightest
tonch of the hunter and courcur du hm", which m»lunﬂrh
marked the first settlers of Kentucky and Ivnmnvo in
his character. IHe was a zealous patron of the industri-
ous.and enterprising; and all that was necessary to secure
the countenance and support of Judge Symmes, was to
convince him that the man was sober, industrious, and dis-
posed to exerthimself. It was an honerable trait in his
character, that he was'a real and efficient friend of the
poor.. Many amiable eccentricities helonged to his cha-
racter; and among other traits that might seem most for-
eign to his industrious, calculating, and municipal habits

——m
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was, that he was a writer of verses, of which very copious
proofs,.as well as honorable to liis muse, remain. “The
names of his chiel associates in the settlementof the Mi-
ami counfry will naturally be interwoven in these annals.
Amunu‘ them was Colonel Israel Ludlow, one of the first
ettlers, a man of great amiability of character, and whose
:u]\ decease was considered a deep Ioss to the country.

Exploring parties had made temporary residences on the
north shore of the Ohio, previous to the establishment of
any ];um ment -«thlcmun, and boats, ascending and de-
scending the river, had had rencontres \‘.ullthelmlmm n
which many of those thrilling and terrible ady ultmu
which we have already related to repetition, were common.
We read of the occurrence of one in the autumn of 1776,
as related ia\ Mr. Patterson, who was ascending the Ohio
in a boat, with six or seven companions, and who was fired
upon by nku. Indians. A part of the company were killed,
and the remainder wounded. They were an hundred
miles from settlements or relief, lying in their woundsand
blood, exposed to the rain and Llemcntb._ One only was
able to travel, and he was wounded. He proceeded up
the river to the nearest settlement, procured help, and car-
ried off’ his wounded CuIli[Jill]iUIH, \'.']li.l recovered. 'The
narrat LV € o { the sufferings af mpany s ane ol har-

; ; S S R £ 11 mmian nature ean-suffer
was wanti: 13 10 their misery; and their case furnishes an
impressive proof, lemnhh{m much misery and suffering
man can sarvive. We could easily fill up copious annals
of these desperate rencontres, and hair breadth escapes,
and recoveries from v'mmd", which would be deemed ut-
terly hopelessin the view of “the best surgical aid, and all
the palliations of the comfort and aid of sac iety. = But,
however impressive these narratives, the !umn\ of our
plan excludes them, and we commence these annals with
the first permanent settlement of Ohio.

This commenced at Marietta, April 7th, 1788, under
General Rufus Putnam, as agent for the Ohio C'ompany
The company that came with him consisted of 47 persons,
and were from Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Con-
necticut. 'Their first business was to build a stockade fort
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of sufficient strength to secure them against any desultory
attacks of the savages. These were all la boriots men,
who thought mudl more of the plough and hoe than lhc
rifle dmlgtmle. They were delighted with the appearance
of the rich alluvion, and the immense trees an fwu'pr.: vines
that rose {ro m IT, and treated themselves to thie jests which
had been circulated in their native regions, n~lu‘c'1mr
nnm.JI\ru vines that ran across the Ohio, and bore pumpkins

Ol a size to furnish space in which sows might litter. The

exuberant ;,;:151.11_:11r of the wild vegetation mi oht well jus-

tify "-".::1'-'-'.;:;:1. e ‘;" stations-tro m the fertility of the soil,
They deadened the trees, and planted fifty acres of corn,
In the autumn twenty more families f ined them. They
were chiefly re ul itonury ‘*l']{lhn , who had been used to
face tfilll;__"ff!' and hards hi 18- of all sorts, and to zive and
receive blows. Their vig 11u.1 e and boldness of counte-

nance appear to haye aw ed the Indi s, s0 that they mo-
lested them very little.  While these prudentand laborious
men tilled their grounds, they had alw: 1ys some one of
their number stationed upon- a high stump, or elevated
point of* ground, to forewarn them of theaj proac h of the
foe.  Game of all sorts abor und led in the woods, and fish
in the rivers. The fields yielded the most 'r.r::p;u abun-
dance-of retnrn for whatever they had planted ; so that

e ——
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Six vearsafterwards, 1n 1744, the settiemen h .'. b"llc—
1
|

pre and Newbury, the_ one fifteen miles, and the other
twenty miles below, on the river, were rnm;;::-nr-v:]. In
each of Eh :se places stockade forts, to which the people
could retreat in case of alarm from the savages, were built,
af:('.u:'ilin': to the invariable ecustom in all the new western
seftlements..  The stronzest of these received the appro-
priate name of the * Farmer’s Castle.”

In 1791, Indian hostilities commenced upon these set-
tlemeuts. Tim{Hsfu('-:n'l]mm':uru':miy(-ll.-.nnl kkept in con-
stant employment, a small company of spies, whose duty
it was to perambulate the settlement. When these rangers
discovered footsteps, or other indications of the -:,unlltrutly
of the savages,they were to give verbal notice; or if the
emergency of alarm was urgent, to fire signal guns. - On

T
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receiving these signals, it was the duty of the settlers im-
mediately to retreat to their stockades, and the soldiers to
repair to their post of defence. 'The unsleepingand un-
tiring vigilance of ‘these settlers did not at all match with
Indian notions of attack, who always seize the moments
of carelessness and the unguarded point of weakness for
the hour of assault. ~ That thissettlement suffered so much
less than those that preceded it, under the same circum-
stances, in the western country, may be solely attributed
to that habitual watchfulness and unremitting posture of
defence.

Between 1791 and 1795, Major Goodall, a most valna-
ble'memiber of the settlement, and three others were killéd.
To have right estimates of this comparatively small
amount of suffering from Indian warfare, it must be re-
membered, that this settlement stocd alone on the north
shore of the Ohio; was a {rontier to the mest numerous
and powerfi ul Indian villages -in the western country, and
the object of their bitterest enmity and most ¢ oncentered
efforts. Inaddition to the men, mentioned above, one we-
man and her two children were slain. ~ Another infantin
her arms-was tomahawked, but was rescued by the in-
habitants, and recovered fromits - wounds.

- In 1790, a settlement was commenced-at
Duekreree T\, tiventy 111‘[1-4 fip_the Muskingum, at the site
of the present town of Waterford; and another fifteen
niles higher on the same river at _Rl_'_l Bottom, and a third
Wolf creek, near the forks. These set{lements were
on atract of one hundred thousand aeres of land, laid off
info farms of one hundred acres each, called ¢denation lots,?
which were gratuitously assigned to actual settlers. At

4

the close of 1790, these settlements contained 447 ‘men,

of whom 107 had families; a strrking demonstration of

the rapid inerease of population even amidst the dangers
of an Indian war.

The settlement at Big Bottom was destroyed by the In-
dians, January 2d, 1791. Fourteen persons were killed,
and five taken prisoners. 'T'his fatal assault was made by
the Indians with their usual guile and treachery. They
had kept up a show of frankness and f'uends'tup towards

13*
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these people, which had lulled them to a ruinous security.
Unperceived by the people, the Indians watched the settle-
ment from the summit of an adjacent hill. = The inhabi-
tants were returning from their labors at evening twilight
to their supper. The Indians, preceded by a hu% Mo-
hawk, rushed ‘in upon the garrison and inflicted an unre-
sisted massacre. One woman only contended, and she
inflicteda wonnd upon the Mohawlk, before she was killed.
A boy was spared, and carried captive to Detroit.

The settlementat Wolf creek was warned of its impen-
ding danger by two men of the name of Bullard, who
(“-—U‘ll)t‘(l from the massacre of Big Bottom. Next morning
the Indians arrived to the assault of this place; but finding
the inhabitants apprised of their attack, and in readiness for
them, they decamped without any serious attempts upon
it. Some mirders were commitied at Waterford and Lit-
tle Wolf* creek, in 1794, and 1795.  Althongh Marietta,
fromits vigilance and preparation, was considered by (he
savages impregnable, the cows of the settlement often

came in with arrows sticking in their bodies, as proofs of

the good will. of the Indians to injure them, were it in their
power,

The esc ape of the late R. J. DMeigs, Esq. afterwards
governor of Ohio, and |’:|~Emi- er General, from various
circumstances, merits-a- relation. e was returniug at
night from the labors of thefield, in-company with M.
Symonds and a black boy. The Indians fired upon Sy-
monds-and wounded him. - He escaped them by reac ]1111Ir
the river and swimmine. The black boy was :\LupLi
An Indian, armed only with a tomahawk, motiened Mr,
Meigs to surrender. Instead of surrendering, he advan-
ced upon the savage with his gun presented, but whicl
happened not to be loaded. As they came in contact, the
one struck with his gun and llw other with his tomahawls.
Mr. Meigs was stunned by the blow; but recovering, he
fled from the Indian, who Innanr-ri without bei ing ab le to
overtake him. Seeing his victim like to escape him, he
fired his tomahawlk upon him, which narrowly missed his
head. The Indian raised his customary war cry, and gave
up the pursuit,
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In all this time the people of this settlement were not
known to have killed but two Indians. One had mounted
on the roof of a cabin, in an abandoned settlement at Duck
creek. With' the customary disposition to pry into the
concerns of the whites; he was looking down the large
wooden chimney. Some spies happened to have occupied
the cabin for the night. They discovered him, and killed
him on his perch. I'he spies hada shot at another Indian
in company, who was amusing himself in turning a large
grindstone; but he escaped. The othersvas killed by one
of the e spies on-the Little Muskingum. At this period the
country configuous to this settlement abounded with game,
such as buffaloe, deer, and wild turkeys. The deer were
killed for their hnlc. and tallow, and the turkeys afforded a
gm:‘ie too common to be prized as a luxury.

We return from these annals of the first settlement in
Ohio, in the order of time, to contemplate the progress of
that between the two Miamies, the firstin the order of 1m-
portance. 'This country was uxplmu] by Colonel Bowman,
in 1779, at the head of ninety men, marching against
the Indian village at Little Pickaway. The town was
destroyed; but the returning party suffered severely from
the Indians, and lost ten of their number. He oained,
however, an accurate knowledge of this fertile and inter-
osting country; and the-position and foree of- the-Indian
towns contiguous to 1t.

Between the vears 1780 and 1782, General Clark con-
ducted a larger force against the Indians of thatregion,
in which Old umi New Pickaway villages were burned.
In 1784, our government effected a treaty with them, in
which, by certain mutual h!;pnumonﬁ th(‘\ ceded to the
United States the country lying upon the Maus skingum,
Scioto, and Little and (n( vt Miami,

The ¢ Ohio Company® was organized at Boston, March
Ist, 1786. It was composed of revolutionary officers and
soldiers, to whom Congress assigned a milit: iry grant of
land north-west of the Ohio. The grant consisted of a
million and a half of acres. General Putnam made the
settlement, which we have justbeen contemplating, under
this grant; and this was the germ from which has grown

p— g
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up this great and populous community. In 1788, congress
passed an ordinance, establishing a territorial government
over the North-western T mlihn'\. Arthur St. Clair was
appointed Governor. In ht,picmln r, 1788, the firstjudi-
cial court was holden in the territory. T he ficst political
OhJ()Lt with the governor was to establish a peace with the
various hostile tribes, conticuous to the territory. 'The
chiefs mot at fort Harmar, at the mouth of the Muskin-
ogum, and agreed upon a former treaty, which had been
settled at fort M’Intosh, in 1785, and which was now re-
newed 1n 1790,

In the winter of 1786, Mr. Stites, of Redstone, now

Brownsville, on the I\lrbnnnndiu la, pu'wnfl d himself he- .

fore congress, then sitfing in New York, with a view to
purc hase a tract of co ntry for settlement besween the two
Miamies. He was introduced to John Cleves Symmes

then a member of congress, whose aid he solicited, in or-
der to enable him to make the purchase in question. -~ Mr.
Symmes was so much im;::'u-s.-;:?ti with the project, as to
make 2 journey to the country, visely thinkine it best to
judge of the country b \ [u psonal i inspectio mn. [le journey-

ed to the (Jum. and descended it to L He was

pleased with the country, and on s returs, a purchase of

one million of acres lying on the Ohio, and between the
two-Micmies; was-made - hsname.

Mr. Symmes soon afterwards sold-to-Matthias Denman
that i‘rn_l'i-ul' his purchase which now forms the site of Cin-
ciinati.” 'The first settlers were from New York and New
Jerzev.  Mr. Stites added several families from Redstone.
Mz, Filson, in exploring the country, was killed by the
Indians. Lieutenant Kersey apd Ensign Luse, v LLII near-
ly forty soldiers,were ordere d-to join Mr. Symumes’ party,
as a corps of defence for the contemplated settlement.
Major Stites, with- the neeessary preparation for commen-
cing a settlement, descended to the mouth of the little
Miami. InNovember 16th, 1789, they commenced to the
number of twenty-six, the erection of’ a block house on the
pD*i?inll where Columbia is now situated. With the re-
quisite preeaution against the Indians, a part stood guard,
while ﬂ. rest labored in the erection of the block llUlIHC

I
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A square stockade fort was soon af‘tcr formed by the erec.
tion of three other block house This was the germ of

the second settle ment in Ohio, zml the first between the
two Miamies. Mr. Symmes soon after jninl-i them with
a small seroeant’s ,_Lu ird of six soldiers, and they erected
a small block house below these at the mouth of the Little
Miami.

Albout the commencement (i the year 170, Israel Lud-
low, who, after the death of Mg. Filson, became a joint
partner with Mr. Denman and Pdt erson of the site of Cin-
cinnati, left Limestone with a c any of n "uuj,‘ twenty
persons, to commence the se f] ment of their ]rlli't'h;lsc.
The town was first named Losantiville.  As town making
became ;.i' rwards, in the progress of the western coun-
try in popu |.-n, a :':_-'1'1]::1' business, and :h:: invention
.m{ltum.n o ni ames for towns no mean m'f v, it will be
amusing to consider the in: renuity of this far fet :I:ﬂ(hl’lmc
The town was commenced oppusite Li-._-l-k..zr; river in Ken-
tucky. The name of the town tock the initial of that
river for its first letter.- Tt borrowed os s la*c mouth, from
the Latin ; anii, opposile, I'i'c m H:r* Greek, and ville, a eity,

from the French. Hence we have Losaniiville. a city
opposite the m outh of Licking.  In a newspaper printed
at Lexington in Kentucky, “the type, appearance, and
Briatis Sy Lo 1 ey tha o Lin rEc

coarseness of al:c- olden time, is now to be seen the origin-
al advertisement of the salc Ol Lo 1-en o thig.city 111011
Yy

covered with a heavy growth nI' timb ! M

per 1s shown as a curiosity in Mr. _l.c ton’s museum in
Cincinnati.  Mr. Ludlow on his arrival with his party
commenced clearing near the [n!u(‘ it corner of Front and
Main streels. Three or four log cabins were built on
what is now .mlin street. - M ]Jn'ulluw surveyed and laid
out the town during the winter. The courses of the
streets were marked on the trees of the heavy and dense
forest. 'The abundance of game and fish left little diffi-
culty of subsistence, and even the Indians, though hostile,
did mot annoy them.

Mr. Symmes, with the small force at his disposal, in
February, 1 :81 descended the river fifteen miles to North
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Bend, which he decmed the best situation for a town. But
nmthu that place, nor Columbia, above Cincinnati, have
yet reached the size of even considerable villages; a clear
prc;uf that the wisest human foresight sometimes falls
short in snch caleulations. In the following Spring, [ndian
hostility nmmirwtui itself in the customary way of annoy-
ance to the incipient settlements, by Hl()dltl]” horses, kill-
ine the cattle, and murdering the inhabitants. “m\ual
persons of a surveying party, and five or six soldiers'were
killed.

June 1st, 1789, Major Doughty arrived at Losantiville
with one hundred and forty men, who built four block
houses oppesite the mouth of Licking. On a lot of fiftcen
acres, sloping from the upper r bank to the river, a little
east of the present position of Broadway, was erected
fort Washinoton, At the close of 1789, General Harmar
arrived with three hundred men, and took annmmd ol the
fort, to his expedition against the hostile In-
dians. .l Iu‘ pr:pnl ition, - besides the soldi ers, consisted of
eleven families and twenty-four unmarried men. They
mhabited 20 small log cabins, chiefly on the lower bank.
But a.very small part of the present area of the town was
c]ctllui nor were the logs remove »d for some years after-

wards. Darius Oreutt and ’\Jl-«-, "u ;[c nry, and l}.mhi
L e s L 1 ¥syUase = Iy 3. r 1

gally married in Losanfiville o l“'“i child h”l“; in
\'yh 1t is e smcnnatt, was John Cummins.  Co-
{

forhen—atill exceeded this place in population. The in-
habitants at that place had the advantage of tilling fields,
which had been made by the Indians, and so |mr|m tive
were these fields in maize, that captain Benjamin Dayis
measured one hundred and fourteen bushels of corn from
a single acre.

In January, 1790, governor St. Clair and the judges of
the supreme court descended to Losantiville, where the
first judicial court was organized in the Miami country.
The governor, in honor of the military scciety of Cin-
cinnati, changed the name of Losantiville to ifs present
name. In the following spring, Mr. Dunlapand associates
laid out the station of Colerain on the Great Miami, seven-
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teen miles north-west of Cincinnati, and Ludlow’s, Gar-
rard’s, Covalt’s, White’s, and Round Bottom stations were
commenced. At each of these points general Harmar
stationed a small number of regulars for defence; and
whoever rashly ventured beyond this line of defence was
exposed to be murdered, or at leastto receive a shot from
the hostile Indians, who were constantly prowling round.

Forty families were added to Cincinnati this year. As
many cabins and the first two frame houses were erected.
Seven mechanics were numbered among the inhabitants.
Fifteen or twenty of the new settlers were murdered b
the Indians, and Mr.. Spencer, at present a distingnished
citizen of the place, then a boy, was carried into capiivity.
On the application of his father, he was ransomed by the
governor of Upper Canada, for the sum of one hundred
and twenty dollars.  The issue of the unfortunate cam-
paign of general Harmar, which took place about this
time, has been related in another place.

Twenly acres were planfed with corn in different parts
of town. The grinding was with hand mills. Flour and
bacon, now in such abundance, were then imported.from
the older settlements. . The tables were of split planks,
and the dishes were of wood. The men wore hunting shirts
of domestic fabric. This dress was bound with a belt, or
a egirdle, in which were a knife and a tomahawk. The
lower part of this dress was deer skin, and after the In-
dian fashion; in fact the dress of ‘the-backwoods people in
Hlinois and Missouri at the present day. The women, £oo,
were as yet content with dresses of their own fabrie, The
old inhabitants at timeg, who still survive, look back from
the squares and streets, the opulence, pride, coldness, and
competition of the present day, to those primitive times of
log cabins, love, amity, and affection, cemented by com-
mon wants and dangers,as the golden age of Cineinnati,

January 8th, 1791, a party of four persons, who were
exploring the country west of the Great Miami, were at-
tacked by the Indians. One was killed, one taken, and
the other two escaped to Colerain station. The station
consisted of fourteen inhabitants, and was defended by
eighteen soldiers, Two days after the attack upon the
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exploring party, the Indians came upon this station to the
number of. thres hundred. They demanded a surrender,
which was met by a promptrefusal. A fire was instantly
commenced from the garrison, and returned by the Indians.
An express was sent to Cincinpati for a reiuforcement,
and sixty-three soldiers arrived next morning. But the
Indians had decamped before their arrival. During.the
attack, lead failed for bullets. The women of the garri-
son supplied the deficiency, by mel ing their pewter vessels
and mouldine Lalls. Near the garrison was found the
body of a prissner, whom the [udians had slain in the dis-
appointment. of their defeat. He appeared to have been
horribly manzled, and to have expired from the consuming
fire of a burning brandapplied to his bowels.

An instance of the keenness of Indian ingénnity, in the
invention of orizinal modes of torture is given at this time.
The Indians captured a younz man of the name of Moses
Hewitt, who lived on the Liitle Hockhocking, and was a
member of the Marictta settlement. He was remarkable
for the suppleness of his limbs, and the swifness of his
running, The Indians tested him with their champion
racers, and, althouzh he could not have run with much
spirit, under his depressing circimstances, he easilv van-
quishied them all in gwiftuess. They affected to be pleas-
ed, but their envy was piqued, —They weic destittie of
yrovisions, and wished to seeure their swifl-footed prison-
er, while they were occupied in their hunt. With this
view, and probally to torture him at the same time, they
fastened his wrists by crossing them, and binding them
firmly wilha cord. 'They then tied his arms toa stake, S0
as partly to raise the upper part of his body. They fasten-
ed his legs in the same way, and partly cut off a youpg
sapling, bending it down, so that the weight of the lower
part of his body would be a counterpoise to the elastic
force of the curved tree. 'Thus was he partially raised by
his hands and feet, in a way most horribly painful; and
yet in a position where death would be slow in arriving to
his release. It was like the torture of killing by dropping
water on the head. Fortunately the young man had re-
markably slender wrist bones. When left alone to medi-




e

1R A s

W w

EE—

OF THE WEST. 157

tate upon his terrible situation, he contrived, not without
disengaging the skin and flesh from his wrists, to disentan-
gle his arms from their manacles and finally his legs.
He picked up a little of the scraps of jerked meat, which
the Indians had left. = To baffle their pursuit and that of
their dogs, he ran on the bodies of fallen trees, and means
dered his course in every direction. Such was the adroits
ness of his management, that he put them completely at
fault, escaped them, and came in to ghe settlement of Ma-
rietta, wounded, his flesh torn and mangled, and emaciated
to a skeleton —a living proof how much man can survive
before be suffers the mortal pang. He had been absent
fourteen days.

In the disastrous campaign of General St. Clair, the
issue of which has been related in another place, a great
number of the inhabitants of Cincinnati were killed. The
event of the campaign had a discouraging effect upon the
fortunes of the settlement. Several of the inhabitants
removed to Kentucky for greater security from savage
assault. So fresh was the settlement, that the establish-
ment of a horse mill, for grinding, is recorded as an era
in its history.

But notwithstanding the fury.and disastrous character
of the Indian war, between forty and fifty:immigrants ar-
rived at Cincinnati, in 1792. A Presbyterian church was
built, not far {rom the site of the present First Presbyterian
church. It was occupied by the cungregation of the Rev.
James Kemper. The first school was opened this yeur
in town, and consisted of thirty scholars.  The next year,
1793, was distinguished by the prevalence of small pox
among the soldiers and inhabitants of Cincinnati, which
swept off’ nearly a third of their number. The glorious
campaign of General Wayne ~succeeded; the events of
which we have already narrated. The severe chastise-
ment which the Indians received in this campaign, inspi-
red .them with sincere dispositions for peace. An end
was put to their unprovoked and sanguinary hostilitv, by
the treaty of Fort Greenville, sizned August 3d, 1795.
It may be imagined with what joy this event was kailed
by all the dwellers in the Ohio valley. Now; that they

14
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considered the dangers of savage assault or anibash at an
end, they issued forth from their straightened and uncom-
fortable positions, in their forts and block houses, selected
the spots of their choice, and the blows of the axe, and the
baying dogs of the settlers began to echo through the
forest. Assoon as the news of peace and security passed
the mountains to the Atlantic country, the fame of the
western country for fertility revived the natural propensity
of the American pgople to wander. On all the great
roads to the western country, flocks of emigrants were
seen directing their course to.cross the Alleghanies. From
the Alleghany and the Monongahela, boats crowded with
adventurers were still floating down. Connecticut Re-
serve was rapidly filled with people, chiefly from Connec-
ticut. The settlements broadened and diverged from the
Marietta settlement on the one hand, and Cincinnati on
the other, gradually advancing from the shores of the
Ohio towards the height of land between the waters of
the Ohioand the lakes. The extraordinary fertility of the
country on the Scioto caused the banks of that river early
to be settled with a compact population, The country en
the Great Miami, from Dayton along the courses of Mad
River, soon hecame populous. The extent of the immi-
oration could only be imagined by the innkeepers who
lived on the great roads to the western-country, or by the
agents of the land office, or by the astonishing results of
a census. For the rest, the settlers quietly dropped into
their forest nests, and the next intelligence of them was by
the passing traveller, who spoke of their wheat fields,and
commencing improvements. Never was transformation
from the silence of the forest to the results of population,
towns, villages, farms, and all the accompaniments of civ-
ilization and municipal life more silent and imperceptible,
and at the same time more sudden.

In four years from the treaty of Greenville, to wit, in
1799, the territory passed to what has since been called
the second grade or territorial government. The legisla-
live power, whichin the first grade belonged to the Gover-
nor and Judges, was transferred to a house of represen-
tatives clected by the people, and a legislative council, ap-
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pointed by congress. A delegate was chosen to represent
the territory in the national legislature. In 1795, Cincin-
nati contained 500 inhabitants; in 1800, 750; in 1805,
060; in 1820,10,000; in 1830, 27,100; in 1831, 30,000.

CHAPTER X.

INCIDENTS ATTENDING THE SETTLEMENT OF LOUISIANA
RESUMED.

We have already noticed that portion of the annals of
the settlement of Illinois and Louisiana, that fell within
our limits and our object, to the period of the settling of
New Orleans.

This progress of the French in Louisiana could not but
alarm the jealousy of the Spaniards, whose settlements in
New Mexico had now advanced to the immediate vicinity
of the French on Red River.

The French, with their customary felicity of ingratia-
ting themselves with the Indians, had already secured the
friendship-of the Indians far up the Missouri, particularly
of the powerful tribe of the Missouries, from whom that
river derives its name. That tribe was engaged ina war
with the Pawnees, still farther up the river. The poliey
of the Spaniards was to add their force to thatof the Paw -
nees, and destroy the Missouries, the allies of the French,
as a preliminary to gaining the ascendancy on the Missou-
ri. A Spanish expedition was dispatched from Santa Fe,
sowell known for its present extensive trade with St. Louis.
Their destination was the Pawnee towns. But mistaking
their way, they unconsciously reached the chief town of
the \Il%smmca, thinkingit was that of the Pawnees. The
mistake was the more natural as the Spaniards knew little
about these remote tribes. Beside, the two tribes spoke the
same language. They commt mlca,ted their plan todestroy
the Missouries to themselves, requesting their co-operation
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in their own destruction. Dissimulation is natural to the
reserved and silent savages, who instantly penetrated the
mistake of their foe, and affected to come into the plan,
craflily enactinz the part of the Pawnees. ~Retaining their
cu'—'lmm.u unchangeable gravity of manners and counte-
nance, they betrayed not the slightest surprise. They on-
ly requested time to call in their warriors and consult them
upon the proposition. At the end of forty-eight hours they
had assembled two thousand warriors, and fell upon the
unsuspec FIlI”‘ “-=1 wniards, not nnl\' 1(3|]U*-~II]"‘ in a sense of
the most perfect security, but meditating the destruction
of thess very Indians. Phe. whole C\[l()’!lfli)ﬂ was slain
with the exeeption of the accompanying priest, who es-
caped by the fleetness of his horse to tell the story.

One of the most memorable events in ths early history
of Lipuisiana, is the massacre of the French among the
Natchez by that tribe, and its final extinction by the
French. - The history {)i this interesting tribe has been
given us by their destroyers.  We may therefore presume
that at least all the amiable traits allowed them were their
due. Compared with the other tribes of this valley they
were a polished people. Their traditions imported that
their forefathers had emigrated from some region far
to the south-west, probably Mexico. They had laws, sub-
ordination of classes, and various municipal institutions,
and were considerably acquainted with the application of
many of their medicinal simples.. They had an estab-
lished worship, and a temple dedicated to the Great Spi-
rit, on the altar of which they preserved a perpetual fire.
Their ehiefs, like the Incas of Peru, pretended to derive
their origin (rom the sun. Some barbarous customs were
adopted by them, proving that however mild and amiable
in other respecis, they were the victims of a gloomy i:liIIE:l‘-'
stition. ~ T'hey offered human' sacrifices on their d!l‘l
and when their chiefs were condemned to death, such wa
the blind veneration of their subjects that nuinbers were
always ready to offer as voluntary substitutes for them.
They were a numerous people, commanding respect and
giving the law far up and down the Mississippi. Amidst the
ancient forests of these fertile hills, in peace, content with
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the simple gifts of nature, the admission of white men
among them was the era of their doom.

“The French both courted and dreaded this formidable
people; and of all their allies they had been most perse-
veringly faithful. They had aided them in all their pro-

jects; and more than once, by the supplies-which they had

furnished the French, had saved them from famine. The
outrage that is now to be related, is the more memorable
from the circumstance that the French were generally no-
ted for being lenient, faithful, and just in their intercourse
with the savages. No doubt that these were the true se-
crets of their general ascendancy among them.

The cause of the quarrel that ensued between the
French and Natchez was of the most trivial character.
A soldier of the garrison of fort Rosalie, alleged that an
old Natchez warrior owed him corn, and demanded imme-
diate payment. The Indian replied, that the corn was
yet green in the fields, and that as soon as it was suffi-
ciently ripe, he should be paid. The soldier persisted to
demand prompt payment, threatening him with a beating
if he refused. Even the threat of being struck is ever in-
supportable to an Indian. The old man sprang incensed
from the fort, and challenged the soldier tosingle combat.
The soldier, alarmed by the rage of the Indian, cried mur-
der! The warrior on this,and seeing a crowd collecting,
retired slowly towards his village. Oue of the guard fired
upon him, and he was mortally wounded. No enquiry
was made, or at least no punishment inflicted upon him
who had committed the outrage. All the revengeful feel-
ings natural to savages, were called up on the occasion.
The Natchez flew to arms, and the French were assailed
on every side, and many of them fell. The ¢Stung Ser-
pent,’ an influential chief, nterposed his authority, and the
slaughter ceased. A new treaty of peace was the result
of the discussion that ensued, and the whole affair seemed
to be buried in oblivion.

Soon after this, in the year 1723, under different pre-
texts, several hundred soldiers were secretly introduced
into the settlements, and the defenceless and unsuspecting
Natchez were slaughtered in their huts. 'The head of the
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first chief was demanded as the price of peace, and the
wretched Natchez were obliged to yield to the demand.
The slaughter had continued four days before peace was
granted them. This was a deed of course never to be
forgotten, nor forgiven by the savages. 'Theysawat once
that there now remained no alternative between their own
destruction or that of their enemies. They were moody,
pensive, timid, and slow; but they were sure in devising
the means of vengeance.

Things remained in this situation until 1729. At this
time, M. de Chopart, who had been the chief agent in these
transactions, and who was excessively obnoxions to the
savages, had. been ordered to New Orleans, to meet
an investigation of his conduct, touching this affair. The
Joy of the savages was great; for they hoped, at least to
be delivered from his enmity and oppression. To their
despair they learned that he was Justified, and rein-
stated m his authority. He seemed on his return more
vindictive than ever. To manifest his ill feelings he de-
terrained to build a town, two miles below the present
site of Natchez, on ground occupied by a large and ancient
village of the Indians. Accordingly he sent for the Sun
chief, and ordered him to have the huts cleared away and
the savages dispersed. The chief replied, ¢that their an-
cestors had dwelt there for ages; and that it was good
that their descendants should dwell there after them.! The
order was repeated with a threat of destruction, if not
obeved.

The Indians dissembled; and remarking ‘that the corn
had just come out of the ground, and that their hens were
laying their eggs, and that to abandon their villages at
that time would bring famine buoth on them and the
French,” requested delay. All that they could obtain of
the haughty commandant, was to delay until antumn, on
condition that each should bring a basket of corn, and a
fowl, as a tribute for this forbearance. The savages met,
and held councils in private; and the unanimous result
was, to muke one final effort to preserve their indepen-
dence and the tombs of their ancestors inviolate. The
Chickasaws, the allies of the English, and the natural
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enemies of the French, were invited to take a part with
them 1n their meditated vengeance upon the French.
The Chickasaws eagerly consented; but by the treachery
of one of their women, probably in the interest of the
French, were deceived as to the day, and did not arrive
until after the blow was struck. The massacre of the
French was arranged to take place on the tims when the
Natchez should be admirted among them, to pay their
iribute of «corn and fowls. M. de Chopart was warned
by a woman, probably attached to some Frenchman, of
their approaching doom. = But the evil star of the French
prevailed, and the commandant, instead of arousing to
caution, punished the informer.

The fatal period for the breaking forth of the smothered
vengeance of the savages came. The lastday of Novem-
ber, 1723, the Granl San, with his ‘warriors, repaired to
the fort, with the promised tribute of corn an fowls. The
soldiers were abroad in perfect security. The savages
seized the gate, and other passages, by which the soldiers
were excluded from their arms. The garrison was filled
with warriors. The houses in the country were occupied,
by previous concert, at the same time. It was a general
massacre. None were spared but the slaves, and some
of the women and children. Such was the horror and
contempt of M. de Chopart, thatthe chiefs would not kill
him, and he was slain by one of the meanest of the In-
dians. Of seven hundred people, scarcely enough sur-
vived to carry the tidings of destruction to the capital.
All the forts, settlements, and inhabitants on the Yazoo
and Washita shared the common fate of massacre and the
flames.

Consternation at first pervaded the capital. But the
French soon put every engine into operation, to retaliate.
The Chickasaws, thinking themszlves mocked by the Nat-
chez, in being deceived as to the time when the hlow was
struck onthe French, in resentment for not being at the
massacre of the French, were ready to join the latter, to
extirpate the Natchez. Fifieen hundred Chickasaws join-
ed themselves to a detachment of French troops aided by
cannon. The Natchez had fortified themselves; but on
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the appe*xnnce of this formidable force, and the discharge
of the cannon, they humbled themselves to sue for peace.
They offered to restore the French prisoners in their pos-
session, and forsake their country forever. M. de Lubois,
anxious to save the prisoners, consented to put off the at-
tack until the next dav, provided that the prisoners were
given up. The following night they deserted the fort, in
a silence so profound as not to distarb their enemies. T hey
crossed the Mt.—.azsmpp;, and ascended Red River to a point
not far from where Natchitoches is now situated, The
French pursued them, headed by M. de Perrier, with can-
non. They had fortified themselyes; and in their last
fastnesses they fought with the desperation of men who
were ready to die.  They sallied out, attempted to cut
their way through the besieging force in vain. It was
useless to contend with the strength that surrounded them.
The women and children were enslaved at home; and the
males were sent as slavesto St. Domingo. Thus utterly
per:t-hui the once powerful tribe of the Natchez.

The Spaniards had been long in the habit of using mul-
titudes of Indians of the hLunL, as slaves. The !Jlﬂ.(tibﬁ
had been far from being common among the French, in
regard to the Indians of Canada and Lowsiana. For some
time even the Spaniards had desisted from the practice.
The benevolent Las Casas had labored with the Spanish
monarch and the priests, until his reasonings or his elo-
quence had convinced them, eontrary to their pre-concei-
ved opinions, that the Indians had souls. Millions of these
persecuted beings had been slain, and other millions re-
duced to bondage, before the Spanish government acted
upon this conviction. The planters and cultivators, in the
sultry climates of the Spanish colonies, conceived that
they must have slaves. The guardian and patron of the
Indians had caused the practice to be suspended, in rela-
tion to them. The consequence was that the curse fell
upon another rice, equally unoffending, in another hemis-
phuc ;and the l}Llr ks were torn from Airl. a, to sweaf, not
for themselves, in these burning elimates. Yet ]1r;11ihie
as this traflic is, it is a striking fact that it had its origin
in perverted and misapplied humanity. Las Casas preach-
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ed humanity to the Indians; and the fetters were knocked
off from one race only to be rivetted on another. "This
detestable traflic was started, indeed, by the Spanish. = We
find their evil example soon followed by the ¥rench. Even
our own ancestors, pious and humane as we esteem them,
were no way behind their Catholic examples, in their rea~
diness to introduce black slaves into our hemisphere,
Meanwhile the Chickasaws, whose country bounded on
the English settlements in Carolina, and who had been
steadily attached to their interests, had been long obnox-
ious to the French, who were waiting for an opportunity
to make them feel the weight of their resentment. A dou-
ble motive stimulated them to this wish. ''he one was
to drive the English from among them, and to secure
their trade. The other, to [thulv the concurrent influs
ence of the English and the Chickasaws among the other
tribes in their vicinity. A pretextoffered, and the French
seized it with avidity. A few of the Natchez Indians, who
had es mpul the general massacre, had fled to the protee-
tion of the chlmmns and were incorporated with that
tribe. These Indians, in 1736, were demanded by ‘Bien-
ville, and, as he foresaw, the -demand was refused. He
marched up the Mobile against them witha very consider~
able force. It came to.a ba.trlre, and the French had the
worst of the conflict, and were obliged to make a disgraee-
ful retreat. At the same time, the Chickasaws had been
assailed on their northern hmdc by the French from the
Illinois, to make a diversion in fayor of Bienville, These,
also, were compelled to fly. It is related as a ludierous
circumstance, that the Illinois French, when they marched
up to fight the Chickasaws , suspended wool sacks in front
of ‘their. bodies, as a =I11(3ld against the arrows and ballg
of the Chie Immuw The circumstance excited great glee
among the English and Indians, who fired at the leus of
these pastoral pcnpio who evinced their value of legs, sand
the uselessness of wool sacks, by running with tl:cu‘ best
speed.
Bienville undertook another campaign against them,
with a still greater force. It was as unsuccesstul as the
former, Itissaid that hisforce on this occasion was the
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largest, and best appointed, which had ever been seen in
Louisiana. So completely was it reduced, chiefly by fa-
mine and desertion, that he was ¢ompelled to sue for peace.
He obtained a tolerable one only through the ignorance
of the enemy of his weakness.

From this peace to the commencement of the war be-
tween France and England, in 1754, few events occurred
in Louisiana, that properly belong to these annals. The
French government had become sufficiently aware of the
value of the fertile soil and mild climateof upper Louisi-
ana. 'Nith the exception of a few ruptures with the In-
dians, the colonists were enabled to extend their settle-
ments without interruption. - The Freneh fixed their villa-
ges in the shade of deep forests, on the fertile prairies, the
banks of streams, or at spring sources, as best suited their
fancies. The wilderness and the prairies presented a
boundless choice. They negotiated marriages or tempo-
rary connexions with the young women of their red breth-
ren; and the mixed races w lm h we now see in their set-
tlements were the fruit. Their ambition was gratified by
managing their influence, so as to keep up a balance of
power among the savage tribes, of such a kind thattheir
weight in the opposite scale was sufficient to make it
preponderate.  Unlike the English cultivators, who gen-
erally preferred range, or a wide space in the w 1ldcrnes=
the French ecommonly Oﬁti’L]thi!Cd themselves in compact
gettlements, with such narrow and huddled streets, that
they could carry on their nimble comversations across
them. The rl.nnl]umnv% of the young men was to nav-
igate the almost interminable rivers, to hunt small adven-
tures, trade und consort with the Indians to procure furs.
They were mostly clad in skins. Their houses were fur-
nished, their couches made, and their tables supplied from
the k[JUlibUI the chase.  Their evenings, on their return,
were spent in dancing, in intercourse with the savages,
and in relating long stories of their voyages, adventures,
and exploits. Suc h is a brief outline of the modes of ex-
istence in Kaskaskia, Cahokia, Vincennes, St. Genevieve,
the post of Arkansas, \T'lfchllﬂchcs on Red River, and
Natchez on the Mwu ssippi. At the capital there were
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always a certain number of people of family and educa-
tion. There was a kind of court, a theatre, and the sem-
blanee of amusements of a higher order. The people
contemplated their rural countl\ men in the woods about
at the same distance, and with the same estimation with
which themselves were contemplated by the circles of
Paris.

Many of the immigrants had been geatlemen, and most
of them had been military characiers. Some of them
wefe of nobleorigin. The first settlers were probably of
better -family, as that matter was then rated, than these
of any other colony in North America, save the colonists
of Mexico. Itis,perhaps, a fortunate trait in the French
character—certainly it is an amiable one
could so readily associate with savages, and make them-
selves so gay and happy in these remote and unpeopled
deserts, where they only heard from France once or twice
in a year. They had their packs of dogs, their guns, :
their Indian beauties, and the range of an unexplored A
world, to fill their desires and their imaginations. Their g
descendants speak of these ancient ¢ residenters,’ as a su-
perior race of mortals, and of these times as a kind of
golden age.

An G‘Kp(.‘.dltlﬂn was started from ”\Ilchllunqclmncl\, in
1780, against Upper Louisiana. It was composed of
hordes of savages, amounting to one thousand five hun-
dred, and one or two companies of English. It was chiefly
dcsimcd against St. Louis; and is bll“ remembered with
Slmddcrln‘lr recollections by the p(,dccﬁ[l French lnhal}l-
tants of that country, under the name of * Pannee du coup.’
Sixty of the inhabitants had been slain, and thirty made
prisoners, when the gallant American General Clark ap-
peared on the opposite shore of the Mississippi, with a con-
siderable force. The view of this respectable armament
of Americans struck the Indians with astonishment. They
had no idea of meeting, or fighting, any people but the
French; and they charged their allies with deception, in
thus leading them to combat with a people, who spoke the
same Idnmmfre with the English. In terrors, lest the
jealous savages would turn upon them, the English se-




| 44
g

168 INDIAN WARS

cretly abandoned them, and both parties made the bestof

their way to their homes. Unfortunate projects are apt to
be disavowed. The British government disavowed the
expedition, and the private property of the commander

was seized to defray the expenses of it.

CHAPTER XI.

INCIDENTS OF THE LATE WAR WITH GREAT BRITAIN,
THAT OCCURRED IN THE WEST.

From the severe defeat of the savages by General
Wayne, until the late war with Great Britain, few sus-
tained assaults of Indian warfare occurred in the west.
At the close of the year 1811, instead of confining them-
selves to solitary depredations and individual murders, as
had been their custom for a considerable time past, they
began to harass the frontier settlements in the west with
incessant incursions, and the murder of whole fiamilies.
The several tribes seemed to emulate each other in deeds
of horror and blood. 'These incursions were either coun-
tenanced or instigated by the usual influence and arts of
the British traders, as had been the case in former days
It was ascertained too, on a solemn investigation, that ihe
savages were thoroughly armed, and equipped with new
guns. The mfluence of a savage called the ¢ Shawanese
prophet,’ had been particularly efficacic us, in stirring up
the tribes of the lakes and the Wabash against the United
otates.  General Harrison, governor of Indiana territory,
and General Boyd, commanding a regimeut of United
otates’ Infantry in that quarter, were ordered to march to
the prophet’s town, high on the Wabash, to demand repa-
ration for the past, and security for the future.

In November, 1811, after a long march of more than
thirty days, l|lLbL troops en(‘nnpul in the vicinity of the
pmphe 's town. Geuneral Harrison, anxious to prevent
the effusion of blood, made various unsuccessful efforts
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at negotiation. An officer who was despatehed to them
with tcrmb, narrowly escaped ‘from them with his life.
The troops were ordered slowly toapproach the town in or-
der of battle. They were met by a deputation of Indians,
with the usual (mII\ protestations of friendship, and en-
quiries respecting the object of his march into their coun-
try. They ]nmm%d to hold a council next day, to dis-
cuss and settle all grounds of complaint. - The prophetby
night consulted his ¢grand medicine,” and ptmmunu:d
‘that the enemy was now in their power, fast asleep, and
should never wake.?

Happily for the result of this battle, little reliance had
been placed upon the avowal of pacific intentions by the
savages. The troops had been ordered to lie upon their
arms, to be ready at a moment’s warning. The prophet’s
fOlCC‘a have been differently estimated from four hundred
to six hundred warriors. - The American force amounted
to about eight hundred men.

The 7th of Nov ember, before four in theaorning, the
Indians attacked the American camp with a general dis-
charge, and the most horrid yells.  Favored hy the pro-

found darkness, they had broken into the camp. At the -

clear and disfinct voice of General Harrison the troops
rallied, and a fierce engagement of man with man com-
menced, amidst the confusion of darkness, and the horrid
yvells of the Indian war whoop. The militia af first re-
coiled ; but the exertions of Colonel Geiger rallied them to
the chmge. During the darkness, it is obvious, under
such circumstances, that the savages would have ihe ad-
vantage. The troops were soon formedin a parallelogram,
The militia poured upon them a sheet of flame. As soon
as it was possible to see their lumtmn. the fourth regiment
charged them with the bayonet, with all the precision and
effect of their admirable discipline. They were immedi-
ately cleared from the camp and field, and fled, The
mounted men cut down many of them on the retreat. It
was a bloody victory, obt: ained by the loss of one hundred
and eighty-eight men killed and wounded. Of the Indians,
fifty- three were found dead in and about the camp; and
their whole loss was calculated nearly to equal that of
15
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the ‘Americans.  General. Harrison narrowly escaped,
naving had the hair of his head cut witha ball.  He was
[ll*:llll'”.ll‘-h(_.d for his: exertions and gallantry on the occa-
sion. The officersin this affair merited and received the
highest praise. Some of the bravest of them fell. = In
ghort, oflicers and men gained the meed of having done
their duty.

Irnmcdmlch after the battle, the fown was deserted by
the Indians. In_the precipitancy of their flight, they left
their provisions, and almost every thing the 2y pr::—:«un{,d
behind them. An incontestible proof that they had been
supplied with arms by the British, appeared in our finding
a great many guns here, which had never been removed
from the cases in which they had been nn[uuul and a
quantity of fine English- rr[uﬂ;‘I "Unprmf ler. A number
of the northern 1111 es, un%hnllg of the J)tﬂfl‘.\ attomies,
Mianiies, Shawanese, and Winnebageos, had sent their
warriors to this place. They were headed by Stone Eater,
White Loon, Winnemac, and Ellskwatawa, u-mmuuiy
called ¢the prophet,” and brother.of T ccumseh. That cel-
ebrated warrior, who makes so conspicuous a figure in the
subsequent battles, was absent.on this cceasion.

After the army retired from the field, the savages, -
furiated by their losses, dug up the dead bodies of f the offi-
cers, scalped and otherwise mutilated them; and they left
a small forece to hover on the rear of the Amcriuuus, to
scalp those whofell behind, or died of their wounds,

On the 18th of June, 1812, war was declared by the
United States against Great Britain. A small army, con-
sisting of the fourth regiment of the United ‘4.411(‘.-_«’ infan-
try, and three regiments of Ohio volunteers, under the
command of General Hull, governor of the Mu_higun ter-
ritory, was ordered to march for the protection of the fron-
tiers, against the incursions of the savages. Afler a long
and tedious march of thirty-five days, followed by British
and Indians, who constantly hung upon their flanks, these
troops arriy ed at Detroit. They amounted to two thou-
sand five Lundred. The British immediately began to
defend their opposite shore. Their works were easily
destroyed; and General Hull erossed his troops over the

s [ - S,




OF THE WEST. 171

river to the Canada side, and with much menace in va-
poring proclamations, proposed to invade the conntry. The
fall of Michillimackinack was the first in a series of dis-
graces and misfortunes that befel the American arms
in this quarter, at the commencement of the war. We
can only go into these unpleasant details, as far as the
troops and the great local interests of the west were imme-
diately concerned.

After a series of gkirmishes; in whieh Colonel Cass,
commanding. the third regiment of Ohio yolunteers, and
Colonel M’Arthur, commanding another regiment of vol-
unteers from Ohio, were most !mnumhh eutrurcd and a
series of mismanagements or mis sfortunes on the part of
General Hull, there was a considerable skirmish at Ma-
gaona. 'The American force was commanded by Colonel
Miller. Against great odds, the Americans obtained an
undisputed victory, 1n which many Indians and some
British were slain. '

At the same time that this slight success was obtained,
Captain Heald, who commanded at Chicago,-at the head
of Lake Michigan, received orders to march immediately
from that place, and proceed with his command to Detroit
by land. - He commenced his march, accompanied .by
fiff fty-four regulars and twelve militia, eHuntcl by Captain
Wells, of Fort W ayne, and a few friendly Indians of the
Miuml tribe. The inhabitantsin that quarter, ¢ hiefly wo-
men and children, accompanied them, ilutm“h terror of
the savages. They were attacked on their way-by five

hundred Indians. Twenty-six of the Iumlu‘«, and the _

militia to a man, weré killed. Among the officers slain
were Captain Wells and Ensign _R.nmm, both of them
officers of great gallantry. 'F'wo women and twelve chil-
dren were also killed. The rest were made prisoners.
Captain Heald and his-lady escaped alive to a British
post,and were kindly received. Mrs. Heald was wounded
by six shot, and the captain by two; but they both survi-
ved.

General Hull made a quick return from Canada; and
things on his part were soon so far from invasion, that he
was summoned by General Brock to surrender. In the
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most disgraceful menner;.and almost without fighting, he
did surrender. Tlie men who had- conducted so nuhl}f at
Brownstown, the heroes of the fourth regiment, the brave
volunteersat Raisin, the whole territory, and every thing
appertaining to if, were surrrendered mth Detroit.” Ohio
had many brave officers and troops: there.  They had suf-
fered severely inthe skirmishing l]mtplu :eded this disas-
trous and disgraceful event. Never was astonishment
and humili: mun more extreme, than in the case ef these
surrendered troops. The British and Indians to whom
General Hull surrendered, amounted to nearly one thou-
sand four -hundred. The force that surrendered to them
amounted to about one thousand eight hundred. No event
had everocecurred, that produced such a burning sense of
shame and disgrace in the west. - Many of the bravest of
that region were feelingly alive to the honor of their
country, and ambitious of returning to their secluded
homes, covered with glory. They were dishonored eap-
tives in a far distant country. An immense territory was
surrendered; and a horde of infuriated savages, flushed
with.success, was ready to pourupon the western frontier,
now left without any shelter-

This disastrous intelligence was disfributed by the
northern Indian runners, quite to the southera extremity
of the Union, with great celerity. The southiern Indians
were invited to take "up the hatchet, in combination with
those of the north. T'he Creeks and Seminoles soon be-
came parties in the war; and not a few of the other tribes
either joined them;, or evidently wished well to their cause.
The whole frontier. from Tennessae-to the bay of Mobile
was laid open to their incursions. The British sent im-
plements and munitions of war to Florida; and they were
putinto their hands by the Spaniards. To meet these
formidable aspects of danger, the people of the contigucus
states made greatand patriotic exertions. The Seminoles,
uniting with stolen or fugitive negroes, made incursions
into (xun‘lrld and they commenced their accustomed
course of r-ruclt\, and murder. -

A most brave and desperate exploit was performed
. 8gainst them by Colonel Newman, of the Geprgia volun-




-

OF THE WEST. 173

teers, with one hundred and seventeenmen. He wason
his march for the Lotchway towns, and was met by one
hundred and fifty hostile mounted Indians, The mecting
was unexpect ted on both sides. Seldom has a more des-
perate struggle been recorded. The Indians retreated,
and were reinforced to nearly double the number of the
whites, and returned to the assault. They-were beaten
again, retreated a liffle distance, and entrenched them-
selves around - thislittle gallant band, T malke sure of
them. 'They preserved a profound silence, and the In-
dians thinking them fled, approached their camp with con-
fidence. 'They received a deadly ’11'1' which killed and
wounded thirty warriors. They were now allowed fo re-
treat unmolested. The Indians ]mu three of their prmei-
pal chiefs. Their young leader, and Bow-legs, theirse-
cond in command, were slain.

In 1812, the famous ''ecumseh arrived among the Creek
Indians, availing himself of the superstitionsof the savages,
and the predictions of his brother, the prophet, calculated
at once to exasperate, and give confidence to them. The
Creeks sool 1lu'-u|11 to per [1{'*1 ite a series of outrages along
the Alabama frontier. The crafty Tecumseh had enjoin-
ed secrecy, as regarded the predictions and movements.
But the -Jilurh“n d thirst for vengeance was too strong
among these savages, rendered confident by these prophe-
cies, to be long conecealed.  T'he red war-clubs were socn
seen In every part cf the ration. -Their first fury spent
itself on those of their own people, who were desirous: of
peace with the United States. These were obliged tofly
for their lives to the forts and settlements of the whites.

Infatuated by the prophets, with the persuasion that the
‘Great Spirit> was on their side, and that they should be
found invincible, they made their first assauit upon fort
Mimms, situated in the Tensaw settlement, in Mississippi;
and here they terribly signalized their (1nv|h' and ven-
ceance. I' ‘was ert ywded with women and children, who
had fled to it, from terrorof the savages, as a plau} of
protection. lt was garrisoned by one lumdxul and fifty
men under the command of Major Beasly. The savages
obtained their ammunition and supplies from the Spanish
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at Pensacola; and in 1813, to the number of six or severn
hundred, commenced their attack upon the fort. They
were iclhi“\, successful, and carried it by storm. About
three hundred persons, more than halfof themn women and
children, were massacred. Never was savage character
more fully developed. The mother and the child were
slain with the same stroke of the tomahawk. But seven-
teen of the multitude that had crowded into the supposed
protection of the fort, escaped to relate the catastrophe,
'The abominnble cruelties of the savages, previous to this,
mere merged al once in the excitement created by this
monstrous and most menwulxul atrocity. As soon ds
the news 'reached the adjoining states, a just spirit of re-
sentment was aroused. A campaign had been already
planned by the governor of Tennessee, in conformity fo
instructions from lho secretary of war, against them. The
feelings universally excited on this occasion, naturally ac-
celerated these operations. General Jackson was selec-
ted by public sentiment as the commander in this cam-
liiligll.

General Jackson,though suffering from a severe wound
which he had received in aprivate rencontre, accepted the
command. Colonel Coffee, in whom, also, the Tennessee-
ans reposed great mthL,nu, :ommanded under him; and
in case the zeneral government should not see fit to adopt
the expedition, and defray its expense, the state x’uted
three hundred thousand, dollars for its support. In prepa-
ring for this campaign, and in marching to the scene of
action, General Jackson encountered every difficulty and
delay, that could arise from the opinions of op posing fac-
tions, from false alarm and intellizence, from I!w refracto-
Iy bp!llt of men generally unus sed to control, and much
more so to the stern control of a camp; and more than all
from hunger, and an uncertain supply of plml sions.  He
seemed precisely the man to meet and obviate all these
difficulties. ~Uniting in an uncommon degree perseverance
with promptitude, no opposition stood in his way, but that
which in the nature of thinzs was insurmounts 111!(,. He
soon marched with such.as these circumstances allowed
him to collect.
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In the vicinity of the Creek settlements, Colonel Dyer
was detached to attack Littafutchee-town, one of their
villages. He destroyed the village, and returned with a
considerable namber of its inhabitants prisoners. Gene-
ral Jackson had been for sometime .anxiously waiting the
arrival of General Cocke from East Tennessee, with re-
inforcements and provisions. Learning that a considera-~
ble body of the enemy had p%i{.ltlwna slyes on the Tal-
lushatchee, on the south side of ‘the Coosa, thirfeen miles
distant, he detached General Coffce, with nine hundred
men, to attack and disperse them.

General Coffee was so fortunate as to find a fordable
point of the Coosa, and there crossed his troops, directing
them to encircle the town, and unite their fronts beyond it,
The enemy announced their preparation for action, by
beating their drums, and the customary yells and war-
whor_:p:. The Indians iathe first instance assailed an ad-
vance party with great fury. The aetion soon became
general, and thesavages retreated to their houses. Here:
illb\ fought to desperation as long as they could stand or
sit; neither evinc ing fear nor dshmfr for quarter. Their
!us- was one hundred and eichty-six lellofl; among whom,
unfortunately, and in the accidental fury of the con ltu,
were some women and children. Of the prisoners, eighty-
four were women and children, who were treated with the
utmost humanity. Of the Americans, five were killed,
and forty one wounded. Two were killed with arcows.
Most of the warriors had quiversfilled witharrows, which
they used after the first fire, until they could. reload.

On the northern frontier, the effect of the fall of Michil-
imackinack, Chicago, and more than all, Detroit, was ap-
palling through the Union. It hadan electric effect upon
the west. An offar was made to receive volunteers for
the organization of a new army; and there has not often
been on record an instance of an army formed, equipped,
and ready to march, with more LE][‘IHY 1'1um Pennsyl-

vania, two thousand \ulnutwls, under Brigadier General
(,zuulm General Tupper’s brigade of Ohio volunteers,
and th(, 17th regiment under Colonel Wells, were soon on
their march, and at their place of rendezyous. The coms-
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mand was assigned to General- Harrison, who was highly
popular among the troops, and under him in command
was (reneral 1’ayne of Kentucky.

Immediately afier the disasters of Detroit, the prophet’s
Indians marched to invest forts lLuuf-ton and Wayne,
which were garrisoned only by a few regulars and volun-
teers. Ilu'v murdered, burned, and destroyed every
thing in the vicinity of “1(‘::(“ iurf- They fired fort Har-
rison; and the shrieks of women and childre 1, contem-
plating on one hand the sheet of flame lnlh‘]“ towards
them, and on the other hearing the horrid yells of the mer-
ciless savages, afford us one of those scenes that were so
comunon during the war.  Both of these places were de-
fended with deﬂ-fmmte bravery, until they were relieved;
the one by a considerable force of mounted u:-]un{cma
from Tllinois, and the other by the forces of General Har-
rison. He divided his force, in the fifst instance, into
scouting pm'iv-. and made these merciless and deluded
beings lml by retaliation, mnwi}unrr of the horrors which
themselves had perpet .11{:1f Those Indian tribes that
had remained faithful to the United States, and whose wish
to join our standard had been hitherto refused, by an ar-
rangement with' the executive, were permitted to take a
partin the war. Logan, a warrior of distinguished repu-
tation, joined Greneral Harrison with seven hundred war-
riors. - Volunteers, more than were demanded 1 by the ex-
pedition, poured in from all quarters. The zeal and
patriotism of the western states were manifested by the
meost active exertions, and by sacrifices” of every sort,
such as the oceasion lL”:HTlU}—“*LlPT fices of endurance,
treasure, and blood. Few were more conspicuous in the
manifestation” of this spirit, than Return J. Meigs, then
Governor of Ohio.

A separate command had been assioned to General Win-
chester, as it appears, to the dissatisfaction of the troops
confided tohim. The troops of General Payne and Col-
onel Wells, by this arrangement, were pl.u‘cd at his dispo-
sal. He was directed to puwh forward i in a parallel ad-
vance, at some distance from General Harrison, and in
concert with him, regain the country occupied ln‘ the In-




OF THE WES T. 177

dians, retake the lost posts, and if pessible capture Maldex,
and all the places near our frontiers; that were central
coveris for the Indians. General 'ﬂ:nr hester advaneced,
until ‘he found himself in front of an enemy of superior
numbers. - The advanece of his force under Captain Bal-
lard; had already had “severe skirmishing with them. /&
few brave and inexperienced young mluuf(-01~, who had
rashly ventured beyond the main lJuJy under Ensign Lig-
git, were slain, and caused deep regret at: their untlmely
fall. -General Winchester umnedmtely sent despatches
to General Harrison, requesting aid. General Tupper,
with his mounted men, directly commenced his march to
yield the required assistance.

There was some severe skirmishing of the enemy with
the advance of General Winchester’s-force, in which Lo-
oan, the friendly chief, after conducting with great person-
ELi bm‘» ery, was mortally wounded. C;ul{mc Campbell
was detached by Ge: neral Flarvison, with a considerable
force, acainst the Missisineway towns. In an-attack upon
one of thesetowns, a severe en*r.wemcnt ensued, i which
the Indians were (ieieuul and that and some othm towns
destroyed. Next morning the Indians were reinforced
and attacked him. They were again defeated; but a num-
ber of brave officers fell in the chfn'frc. The detachment
behaved with great coolness and fu:ntudu; and what was
still ‘bettter, w1tl1 humanity to the wounded, and those
who fell into their power. Colonel Campbell, having ac-
complished his object, commenced his march for Green-
ville. T'he terrible Tecumseh was reported.to be lurking
in the vieinity, with five hundred warriors. The weather
was severe, and nearly the half of his men were disqual-
ified from d uty, by hemr frozen in some part of their
limbs. The men expec ted an attac k, and would probably
have been destroyed. Their exemption from ..lllfl(‘lx has
been by some attribated tothe absence of the prophet, who
is supposed to have been slain in the attack upon Colonel
Campbell.

A bricade of Kentnuckians, under General Hopkins, had
been sent into Indiana territory against the savages of the
Wabash and Illinois, They destroy ed a number of towns,
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and had some skirmishing with the enemy. A company
of cavalry belonging tothis detachment, advanced to bury
one of their slain- companions, and fell into an Indian am-
buseade. Ilighteen i their number were killed and
wounded, and among them were several promising young
officers.

Exasperated by these repeated successes of the Ameri-
can troops against the different Indian posts and villages,
the enemy resolved to advance with their combined arms
to Frenchtown, to intercept the American forces marching
upon Detroit. Theinhabitants of thatvillage expected to
be massaered; and they implored the protection of Gene-
ral Winchester. - This expedition appears to have been
undertaken without any concert with General Harrison.

General Winchester, according to their request, marched b
2 =) 2

to their aid, with six hundred men. = After some hard skir-
mishing; in which the Americans were victorious, the con-
centrated forces of General Winchester, ams ounting to
about seven hundred and fiftiy men, found themselves n
the vicinity of the British General Procto and T'ecumseh,
with two thousand men. These forces attacked the Amer-
ican camp, and were bravely repulsed, though with severes
loss. In a second attack, General \\rlllrlxulu Colonel L
Lewis, ‘and some other persons, by some unaccountable
inady ortou: e, were made prisoners.  The American force
deprived thus of its chiel officers, repelled every attack
with the bravery of desperation, m*HI a flag from the ene-
my plomwml quarters and protection if they would sur-
render ; at the sams time m2nacing the towan with confla-
gration, and the in! m[ur ints with tlw uncontrolled fury of
the savages, if' they refused these terms. - Tiwenty-two
officers, and two hundred and seventy-five non-commis-
sioned nﬂ|<,u‘- and privates had already been slain or
wounded. Thirty-five officers, and four hundred 1 and eigh-
ty-seven non-c ommissioned ufh ers and privates snn en-
dered on the faith-of General Proctor. I he enemy’s loss
had probably been not much inferior to that of the Amer-
icans. -

The events that followed, have lost somet thing of their
dark coloring by the effect of tum that extinguishes re-
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venge, and softens the remembrance of injuries. But the
infamous name of Proctor will nover be forgotien in the
West. Fathers still repair to the empty monuments of
their high spirited and promisiig sons; who fell in the das-
tardly treachery of that surrender. Many officers of’ the
first respectability, and young men of the Lest families and
the highest promise, were massacred by the savages, after
they bad surrendered. The deportment of the British was
little short of that of the savages, in regard to the prisoners
in their possession.  General Proctor, when charged with
these enormities, did not attempt to deny them. He only
affirmed, that no promise of protection had been given,
and - no obligation to control the savages incurred. These
transactionsare commonly known in the West by the name
of the ‘massacre of the Raisin*?

General Harrison, though his plans were wholly discon-
certed by these disasters of General Winchester’s troops,
set himself immediately to organizing them-anew.: In this
he was strongly aided by the indefatigable Meigs, who
prompily forwarded two regiments of Ohio militia, as re-
inforcements, and by the froops generally, who burned to
avenge the loss of their brave brethren inarms. He again
advanced to the Rapids, and built a fort, which has since
been famous under the name of fort Meigs. e then set
out on his return to Ohio, to consult with the governor, and
to-accelerate the march of the recruits. The fort was be-
sieged in his absence by the enemy. He was soon ap-
prised of the circumstance, and returned. Great exertions
were made, alike in the attack and the defence. The
British and Indians manifested extréeme rancor, and were
unsparing in their labors and assaults. The roar of can-
non and bombs discharged upon the fort was continual,
The defence was gallant and determined, and a number
of men were slain in it. .

At length a despatch arrived with forty-seven men, from
General Clay’s brigade, informing that he was at hand,
with one thousand one hundred Kentuckians. The besie-
gers were attacked by him. Their batteries were carried,
and their cannon spiked. In the ardor of pursuit, Colonel
Dudley was led into an ambuscade, and an attack com-
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menced upon the brave but indiscreet Kentuckians, which
terminated in the death or capture of almost the whole
detachment. The barbarities of the river-Raisin were
here acted over again, though not to the same extent.- The
Indifins massacred forty-five of the ]}risnﬂers,,unrl the gal-
lant Colonel Dudley among them. He issaid to have
Killed one of the assailing Indians, after he was himself
mortally wounded. In the meantime, there was a sortie
from the fort, which was intended to have been simulta-
neous with the assault of Colonel Dudley. The troops
that composed it esperienced hard fighting. They were
assailed by fourtimes their number, and would have been
cut oft had not Lienténant Gwynne, at the critical moment
cdome to their aid, and gallantly charged the Indians. On
the 6th of -the month, hostilities scemed-suspended, as if
by mutual consent. Terms, in relation to the prisoners
and wounded, were mutually settled between besiegers
and besieged.

On the 9th, the enemy abandoned his works, and the
siege, which had lasted thirteen days, and in which he
had exhausted his efforts, was raised.

Proctor had vaunted to his Indian allies, that he would
capture the garrison, ard deliver it aver o them; no doubt
to share the fate of those who had Lefore fallen into their
hands. In the course of the siege, one thousand eight
hundred shells and balls had been fired upon the fort,and
a continual discharge of small arms been keptup. The
American loss in the siege and sortie was two hundredand
sevenly killed and wounded. Kentucky here, as else-
where, suffered most severely.. The gallant but indig-
creet impetuosity of her sons led them to select the points
of peril.

T the month of June, the Seneca Indians offered their
services to General Harrison, and they were accepted.
The incursions of the hostile savages upon our frontiers
were [requent and bloedy. Many of the inhabitants were
killed, or made captives, and the remainder were of course
in a state of continual alarm. TIn one of these assaults,
Colonel Ball, with a small detachment, was attacked from
an ambush, There were about twenty in cach party. In
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the hottest of the fight, Colonel Ball, whose horse had
been shot down, was engaged in personal contest with an
Indian of great strength and prowess. He was relioved
by an officer of his party, who shotthe Indian. The sav-
ages then made a desperate onset with the usual yell, in-
dicating that they would neither take nor give quarter.
The band of savages was destroyed to a man.

In his general orders after the raising the siege of fort
Meigs, General Harrison spoke in the highest terms of
the conduct of his men during the siege. To Majors
Todd, Ball, Lodwick, Ritzer, and Johnson, he made the
public expression of his warmest satisfaction. In speak-
ing of the Kentuckians, he said—<It rarely happened that
a general had to complain of the excessive ardor of his
troops; but that this seemed to be generally the case when
the Kentuckians were engaged; aud that they appeared
to think that valor alone could accomplish every thing.?
Of the conduct of the General himself, it appears to be
generally conceded that he merited entire praise. ~ During
the seventh day of the siege of which we have just spoken,
he received from General Proctora summons to sutrender
the fort, making much parade of his own force,and avow-
ing the usual desire to prevent the effusion of blood. The
proper answer was returned, and the summons was not
repeated.

After the raising the siega of fort Meigs, General Hax-
rison transferred his head quarters to Seneca town, on
the Lower Sandusky. It was now gencrally supposed
that General Proctor would unite his forces with those of
the main Canadian army, engaged in another quarter.
General Harrison better understood his purposes. Fort
Meigs had been placed in an excellent state of defence.
Great exertions were made to fortify fort Stephenson, as
it appears, against the counsels of Gengral Harrison. Du-
ring the month of July, the congreaated tribes of savages
under Tecumseh, who was reported to have received the
rank and emoluments of Brigadier General under Géneral
Proctor, together with a coysiderable force of regulars,
proceeded on an expedition, the objeet of which was the
capture of forts Meigs and Stephenson. Tecumseh was
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despatched with two thousand warziors, to make a divers
sion favorable to the British, while they advanced fo the
attack of fort Stephenson. Proctor made 2 feint, mean-
while, to keep the attention of General Harrison occupied
with fort Meigs.  Proclor immediately appeared before
fort Stephenson, with seven hundred Indians under Dixon,
and five hundred regulars. A number of gun boats had
been brought round to bear upon the fort. Major Croghan
was in it with no more than one hundred and sixty men.
He had already disobeyed the orders of his commander in
chief; in not destroying the works, and abahdoning the
place, as indefensible. It was immediately invested with
a force of such immense superiority, as left him but a dark
yrospect of being able to maintain a siege, and little hope
of relief; but by the desperate expedient of cutting his
way to the enemy. He chose to defend it. He hastily
cuta deep ditch, and raised a stockade round it.
General Proctor attempted to gain the place by artifice.
e sent a flag, accompanied with the noted renegado,
Colonel Elliott, well remembered for his conduct towards
the Americans-at the river Raisin. - Parade, artifice, and
menace, were alike unavailing to procure the surrender.
The steady answer of Major ( 'rochan was, ¢that he should
never surrendsrthe place as longas there were any-men
in it, to defend it General Proctor then opened batteries
upon ~his works, and commenéed a furious cannonade.
This-was continued-a long time without much effect, Col-
onel Short, of the besiegers, then led up-a force of three
hundred and fifty reoulars, in clese column, to storm the
fort.  The firc which the besieged opened upon them threw
them into eonfusion, and induced a hasty retreat. Colonel
Short rallied them, and they advanced so far the second
time as to gain the ditch.  They leapt into it, and filled
it. A concealed six pounder had been so placed as to rake
the ditchiin a line: It was charged with slugs, and dis-
charged upon them. The front of this column was only
thirty yards from the piece. Colonel Short, and almost
every man in the ditch, waskilled. A volley of musketry
at the same time was fired with fatal execution, upon those
who were standing upon the outer edge of the ditch. 'T'he
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officer who succeeded Colonel Short, rallied the broken
column, and led it again into the ditch. A second dis-
charge of the fatal six pounder was made with the same
effect as the first; and the volley of musketry that fol-
lowed, complefed the confusion. A retreat ensued,-and
an army retired from a garrison that contained not a tenth
part of their numbers, and which; at the commencement
of the sieoe, had taken counsel only from their despair.
No inconsiderable quantity of baggage and arms was left
by the besiegers; and their loss wasreported to have been
not less than one hundred and fifty men. That of the gar-
rison was only one killed and seven wounded. Major
Croghan gained and received imperishable honors.  Cap-
tain Hunter, Lieutenants Johnson, Bayle, Meeks, and
Ensigns Shipp, and Duncan, acquired great and deserved
praise.

The brilliant and complete victory of lake Erie, by the
fleet under the gallant Perry, followed. ~ The result of this
splendid action, placed the whole lake under the Ameriean
control. ~Then _first the masts of a captured British fleet
were séen among the trees on the shores of Ohio. These
foresters of the shores of Erie gazed on the impressive
array of ships, whieh is usually seen only on the ocean.
Six hundred British prisoners were conducted to Chillico-
the. The flush of success and the animation of hopewere
infused into the 'courtry. Governor Meigs made an ap-
peal to the militia of Ohio for volunteers, and fifteen thou-
sand were soon under arms. Their eriginal object was
the relief of fort Stephenson; but they néw entertained
other hopes.. The governor of Kentueky, Colonel Isaac
Shelby, arrived with four theusand mounted volunteers.
The ereater partof the garrison of fort Meios, under Gen-
eral M?Arthur jeined him. General Harrison immediate-
ly determined upon invading the enemy’s shores. The
troops were received on board the vietorious fleet of Com-
modore Perry, increased by the captured ships of the ene-
my.- From sixteen vessels of war and one hundred boats
they were landed, in perfect order, a league below Malden.
It must haye beena voyage as novel and impressive as it
was cheering to these sons of the west.
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General Proctor immediately abandoned Malden; and
having first set fire to the fort, and destroyed the pulJML
projierty, heretreated with his Indians towardsthe Thames.
"T'he An ericam army entered Ambherstburgh, amidst the
smoke of the conflagration of the public works. -~ The wo-
men of the place came out in a body, and begged that
protection which Americans could never refuse. The
place was; indeed, in many respects obnexious to every
feeling of retaliation and vengeance. Here the savages
had been fostered. Here they had held their horrid orgies
of exultation, en their return fromsuccessful L\pmillmn
Hence, loaded with presents and munitions of war, they
had marched to plunder, massacre, and destroy. Scarcely
a volunteer who entered this odious place, but had suffered
in his person, propertv, relations, or friends, by the outra-
ges and massacres, which had been spirited and instigated
me this place. I;.it it was determined that  the British
and-Indians should see the difference between the Ameri-
can troops, and those who liad enacted the bloody tragedy
of the river Raisin. Even the house of the 10110;__-,11{10,
Colonel Elliott, was spared.

General Proctor and his army made all speed to Sand-
wich. They were followed Iw the American army by
land, and the fleet through the river Dotroit, General
Harrison directed General M?Arthur to rem: 1in, with most
of the regular troops, to occupy Detroit, and to watch the
motions of the celebrated chicf ¢Split-log,’ who had re-
tired with a great body of savages to the woods; near the

Huron of lake=Si. Clair. He econtinued the l}:i{'ﬁuii of

Proctor up the Thames. He was joined by the regiment
of Colonel Johnson, part of Colonel Ball’s regiment of
dragoons, and the whole of Governor Shelby’s volunteers.
General Cass and Commodore Perry acted as his aids.
The fortunale eapture of a British Lieutenant of dragoons
and eleven privates, who had been left to destroy the brid-
ges, enabled him to save a bridge, and to learn that the
enemy hadhad no certain adviees of his destination up the
Thames. D iring this rapid pursuit, the American army
captured a quantity of clothing, two thousand stands of
arms, and a number of cannon. They easily dispersed
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the Indians from their path. In a skirmish, the rear of
the enemy suffered a considerable loss. T'wo gun beats,
and geveral barges loaded with provisions, were taken.

On the 5th of the month, the pursuit was eagerly re-
newed, and- intelligence was brought that the enemy
was waiting for them, in order of battle, at four miles’ dis-
tance.. Their position was wellchesen. On oneside was
a swamp, and on the other a river. Between the syvamp
and the river wasa level plain, the approach to which
was defended by a thick wood. The British were posted’
in a line across this plain. - Their left rested upon the r1v-
er, and was supported by most of their artillery. Their
centre was protected by two heavy piccesof cannon. Their
foree numbered about one thousand two hundred Indians,
and six hundred regulars.  The arrangments of General
Harrison for the several corps of his army were formed
with great judgment. ‘They were entrusted to Lieutenant
Colonet James Johnson, Colenel Paul, and Colonel R._ M.
Johnson, Major Thompson, and Captain Stricker.. A di-
vision was commanded by General Desha. “The Ameri--
can troops moved to the altack, and received the fire of
the British. - In a moment, the line of the enemy was
broken by one thousand horsemen, who dashed through
the centre; and either cut or trampled down all that oppo-
sed them. The shoek was irresistible, 'There was an
immediate surrender- of four hundred and seventy-two
men, with their officers. -~ General Proctor was aware of
his deserts and'escaped with all possible speed.

The Indians contested the battle with much:more perti-
nacity than their British allies.  Tecumseh put forth all
his courage and prowessin this battle. He awaited the
shock of the American cavalry, and dealt it a prodigious
fire as it advanced. The first effort, although a desperate
one, to break the Indian line, failed. Colonel Johnson
then ordered his men to dismount, and ficht the Indians af-
tor their own fashion. The ficht was fierce and obstinate.
Part of the Americanlinefaltered;butat that critical me-
ment Colonel- Shelby: eame up with a reinforcement and
turned the scale. A personal contest ensued between Co-

lonel Johnson and Tecumseh. The former had been.
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wounded five times, was covered with blood, and was
smarting with the agony of his wounds, Ie had been
mounted on a beautiful white charger through the action,
which rendered him a conspicuous mark for the direction
of the savage shots.  He had received a shower of bullets,
which pierced every part of his dress and accoutrements.
His horse was wounded, and in staggering back exposed
him to the tomahawlk of his savage antagonist. It missed
him.  He drew his pistol, shot his enemy in the head, and
they both fell together. - This-version of the mode of Te-
cumseh’s death is now questioned. Major Thompson, on
whom the command devolved, after the fall -of Colonel
Johnson, continued to direet the fight. It was long and
obstinate.  The savages finally fled, and-numbers of them
were cut down by the cavalry in their flight.

Among the singular trophies of this vietory were sew-
eral pieces of brass cannon, which had been taken from
Burgoyne at Saratoga, surrendered by General Hull with

- Petroit, and now returned again to the Americans. The
victory was complete, and the result was all that could be
expected, or desired from it. Michigan was recovered.
The British force in Upper Canada was broken down.
The savages that had depended tipon the British there,
were intimidated, and theit connexion with them broken
up and destroyed.  The prophet, a most powerful and in-
veterate enemy of the United States—Tecumseh, the re-
morseléss and intrepid leader, whose hostility had wrought
so much mischief to us—these chiefs no longer in being
to lead them to battle, the confidence of the Indians sunk
at once, and most of -them made terms with the conquer-
ing General.« The general result to the west was, that
the feontier people were relieved from their well founded
apprehensions. They no longer mistook by night the
howl of the wild beasts for that of the savages. They
returned - in peace to their habitations, their confidence,
and accustomed pursuits.

While these events were occurring on the northern
frontier, the Indians of the west and of the upper Missis-
sippi were notidle. There can seldom be a movement of
the savages in one quarter, without exciting a simultaneous

INDIAN WARS




OF THE WEST. : 187

movement of them in another quarter. = The incursions of
the northern and western Indians were so severe upon the
frontiers of Illinois and Missouri, that many of the inei-
plcnl settlements in both those territories were broken up:
The Indians often extended their ravages to the central
villages of those regions. - A band of Sacs, Foxes, and
Pottawattomies, rangzed throngh Missouri, and committed
a great number of the most atrocious murders.  In some
mkmm‘ex whole families were destroyed, and their ac-
customed fury was let loose upon women and children. A
cm}:;b.iem:;lu force of mounted rangers was raised in the
two territories. - They were active and vigilant in scour-
ing the IlirIllll,l*w and in re pressing the savage incursions.

Meanwhile the war w ith the Creeks still azed 1n the
south. After the battle of Tallushatchee, General Jack-
son was still waiting-in the Indian country for the junction
of the troops from East Tennessee. = Inielligence yas
despatched to him, that the hostile Indians had arrived be-
fore Talladega, afort or town of friendly Indians. These
Indians had incurred their poui by their fide lity to the
United States. Honor and policy alike forbade that they
should be sacrificed. General Jackson, although pain-
fully disappointe: »d in his expectations of the junction ef
forces from East Tennessee, marched directly to the aid
of the friendly Indians. The force of the Americans was
not far from one thousand eight hundred.

On the 8th of December, 1 1813, at one in the morning,
the army began crossing the river, behind which the In-
dians were- posted. It was here six hundred yards wide,
and of course to cross it was a work of diflic ult\'. as well
as time. The next day at four mlh{: morning the army
was again in motion.. The infantry. proce eeded in three

columns; the cavalry in the same mllu. The advance,
consisting of a company of artillerists, with.muskets, two
companies of riflemen, and-ene of spies, marched '1b0ut
four hundred yards in {ront, under Ih‘ command of Colo-
nel Carroll, with orders, after commenc ing the action, to
fall back on the centre, and draw the enemy ailcl‘them
Licutenant Colonel Dyer was placed in the-centre, with
two hundred and fifty cavalry; as a corps of reserve. The
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remainder of the mounted troops-were directed to advance
on the right and left,after encircling the enemy, by uniting
the fronts of their columns, and keeping their rear rested
on the infantry, to face and press towards the centre, so
as to leave the savages ro possibility of escape. There-
mainder of the army advanced by heads of companies,
General Hall’s brigade occupying the right, and General
Roberts’ the left.

At eight in the morning, the advance, within eighty
yards of the enemy, received a severe fire from tllem,
concealed as they were, behind a thick shrubbery. 'They
returned it, and 'wt,mdlng to their instructions, fell back
uponthe centre. - The enemy, with their customary yells
and whoops, rushed upon General Roberts’ br izade, a few
companies of which recoiled in dlmm, and fled atthe first
fire. Do fill the chasm created by this desertion, the com-
manding gencral directed a yolunteer regiment of Colonel
Bradley, which Lappeare -d to linger, to advance and oceupy
the vacant space. This order was not executed by Brad-
ley.  Oswing to this-failure, it became necessary to dis-
mount the reserve, which met the rapid approac h of the
enemy with great firmness. This example' inspirited the
retreating mlitia, who rallied, and assisted in checking
the advance of the savages. On the left they were met
and repulsed by the mounted riflemen. But, owing to the
dilatory movements of the volunteer regiment, and the
too extensive circuit made by Colonel Allcorn, who com-
manded the cavalry of that wing, the intended circle was
not so closed but thata number of the enemy escaped in
the interval. _

The: savages fought with determined spirit for some
timepand then retreated for the adjagent hills. Many of
them fell in this retreat, and the slaughter did not cease
until they were sheltered among the hills, at the distance
of three miles. General Jac I-.wn in his report, bestowed
the highest commendations on the officers and soldiers gen-
erally. Ile mentioned- Colonel Carroll and -Lieutenant
Colonel Dyer in terms of high praise for the spirited gal-
lantry with which they met and repulsed the enemy; sta-
ting that both officers and privates had answered his
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highest expectations, and merited the gratitude of their
country.

The enemy brought one thousand and eighty to this
battle, of whom two bundred and ninety-three were killed
on the field. It is supposed that many were killed in the
flight. Few escaped unwounded. Their whole loss, as
since stated by themselves, was about six hundred. The
American force lost fifteen killeéd, and eighty wounded, of
whom many afterwards died.

A scene ensued this victory that would be difficult to
describe. lln, friendly Indians had been besieged close-
ly for several days. They were a handful surrounded by
infuriated {}Ilt_‘-D]iL’..%'. Torture and the most horrible death
were in reserve for them, as the certain consequence of
surrender. - In their siege, they endured every privation,
particularly thedreadful one of water. ‘They were relie-
ved on the very day when an assault was te have been
made upon them, which would almost inevitably have re-
sulted in the destruction of every one of them. Their
deliverance was one of the few occasions that melts even
the savage heart to tenderness and joy. The manifesta-
tions were affecting. Famished as they had been, they
sold their provisions for the supply of the famished troops
of General Jackson.

Imagination can scarcely (*nu;:no up more difficulties
than those which the General had to encounter in this
campaign.  General Cocke, who commanded the troops
from East Tennessee, was, like General Jackson, a Major
General, having c:ppnmntl\\ a separate and lll(lLi)Cn(]GD[
command, and charged with precisely the same objects—
to avenge the injuries of the country, and punish the say-
age foe., He seems to have been equally hearty in the
canse. Ilis reasons for attempting a separate campaign
were, that on joining his troops to those of (rmlu 1l Jack-
son, arldl iz the number of so-many mouths to be filled,
would caunse the famine that ahcu! prevailed In 111::
camp,. to press still more heavily on “the troops of both
Generals; and that in an united command the former
would gain all the laurels.

Lool;mfr in vain for aid from that quarter, suffering
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personally { tom famine ‘at his own table, and still more
from witnessing the pumhrm« of the camp, and the mu-
tinous and ¢ mupl ining spirit of insubordination, so naftu-
ral to men, situated as were the troops from Tennessee,
the General was obliged to turn his bac lk upon all the ad-
vantages already “leOll and to retreat under the aspect
of defeat, rather than of vie tory.

All these difficulties were increased by the arts of some
officers among his troops, who believ Ing that the ¢ ampaign
was abont to break up, wished to be the first to nlum
home, and render themselves pepular by heing the heralds
of ‘theirown exploits; and hy rnl-.mfrpnl in the complaints
of the soldiers. The officers and soldiers of the militia,
collecting in I|u-|1' tents, and talking over their grievances,
finally determined to abandon the ¢ amp, and return home.
"Phe general had immediate warning of their purpose; and
was determined atev ery hazard to prevent it. - At themo-
ment when they had determined to carry their intentions
into effect; they beheld the volunteers, with the General at
their head, in front of them, with positive commands to
prevent their advancing, and. to compel them to return to
their camp. - This decision and energy overawed them,
and they returned to their camp, not only without mur-
muring, but extolling theunalterable firmness of their Gen-
eral. .

The next day presented a f]iﬂ:.‘li-'m. spectacle. The
volunteers, who had been the day helore the instruments
of compe ling the militia to return to their duty, particpa-
ting with them in the same discontents, and secretly wish-
ing well to the cause, began in turn to mutiny themselves.
Knowing the disaflection of the militia, they deemed that
when their discontents were manifest, there would be no
power in the handsof the General to pwvcnt their carry-
ing their plans into effect. . To their -nu|u|~o, they found
the militia disposed to return the good offices which they
had received: and when they had made all their arrange-
ments to move off, they found the militia between them and
their [unlm-rm mmul- »t;uh‘ a fixed determination to uhe)
the orders of their general.  They fell in with the example
which had been placed before them the day before, and
moved back in quietness to their quarters.

-
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Part of thiese amusing results may be ascribed topique,
and the gratification which the parties alternately felf, in
being able to thwart the views of those who had so lately
crossed their own. Added to this, they were conscious
that they had complained beyond their causes for complaint.
They were anxious, from a great and mixed variety of mo-
tives, to return to their homes. But the militia appear to
have stopped short in their mutinous spirit sooner than
the volunteers. - Tothe latterthere seemed no alternative
between carrying their point and dishonor,  They were
anxious that their cause should prosper, that it mightseem
to be founded in justice. = The wishes of the eavalry to
return had such a just foundation, from the impossibility
of procuring forage, thaton a solemn pledge by their
platoon and field officers, that they would return as soonas
their horses were recruited; and themselves furnished with
winter clothing, General Jackson oranted their request,
and they immediately get outon their refurn.

The discontent was smothered for the moment, butit
wasnot quenched; and the General was aware that on a
favorable occasion it would -be sure-to burst forth again.
His prospects of supply were brightened by letters, justre-
ceived from the contractors, that provisions for the army
were then on the road, and would shortly arrive in the camp.
Under these circumstances he assembled his troops, and
addressed themin the most energetic and animating terms,
imploring them by every consideration to follow up the
blow they had struck ; promising them, that if supplies did -
notarrive in two days, he would himself march back with
them ; requesting them to reflect sericusly npon thesubject
during the following night, and lef him: know the result.of
their intentions on the succeeding morning. On retiring
to their tents, and deliberating on the measures properio
be adopted en this emergency, the ofticers of the volunifeers
concluded that nothing short of marching the army HNme-
diately back to the settlements could prevent the disgraee
which must attend a forcible desertion of the camp by the
soldiers. The officers of the nilitia’ determined differently,
and were willing to remain until 1t could be ascertained
whether a su]rply of provisions could be had. ¢Ifit can,’
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said they, ‘let us proceed with the campaign. If not, let
us be marched back where it can be procured.” The Gen-
eral, who greatly preferred the latter opinion, was never-
theless disposed to gratify those who appeared unwilling to
submit to further hardships, and he ordered General Hall
to march his brigade to fort Deposit, where a supply of
provisions was collected, and alfter satisfying their own
wants, to reiurn, as dn escort 1o the prov 151{111“ The se-
cond regiment, however, unwilling to be outdone by the
militia, consented to remain, and the first proceeder ] alone.
On thig occasion the General could not forbear to remark,
¢that men, for whom he had cherished sowarm an :Lf‘lbc-
tion, and for whom at-all times he would have been willing
to make any sacrifice, desiring to abandon him at a mo-
ment when their presence was so particularly necessary,
filled him with ermotions which language wastoo feeble to
l_.\]]l(,._L,.

The two days had elapsed since the departure of the
volunteers, and no su pplies had arrived. The militia de-
manded, that the pledge which had been given them, that
they should be marched back, should be redeemed, The
pledge had been given under the confident expectation
that the provi=ions Twould arrive within the two d: 1ys. No-
thing now remained, however, butto redeem the pledge.
It was a moment of [I(‘[‘|J dejection to the General. _\Jl
the objects on which his heart bad been so earnestly fixed,
were appareutly about to escape him, if his ien -hnu]d
a]mudnn him, and he be compelled to relinquish his con-
quests to the pos€ession of the enemny. While indulging
these gloomy meditaticns, he exclaimed earnestly and
aloud, ¢If only two men will remain with me, I will never
abanden this post.? Captain Gordon, of the spies, face-
tiously replied, “You have one, General. Let us see, if
we ‘cannot {ind another;” and Illmu-t[mlui\. with a zeal
suited to the oceasion, he undertock with some of the gene-

al staff to raise volunteers, and in a little while suceeeded
in procuring one hundred and nine, who pledged them-
selves to remain and protect the post.” The General, de-
lighted with the idea that he should not be compelled to
abandon his position, marched towards fort Deposit wish
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the remainder of the army, with tlle distinet unr]erstandiug,
that on meeting supplie s, they ere to return and prose-
cute the-campaign, 'T'hey hml not marched ‘more than
twelve _miles, when .lw met one hundred and fifty
beeves. A ‘”"‘!h which gave the General so much delight,
was to the-discontented equally unwelceme. ~ Their faces
were i‘._}\'-.d_.'.1?_-' home, and EIu) prospect of returning back to
the war was hateful., -~ As scon as their devouring appe-
tites were a1|_'1'1{,'11.~'1;'=5, they were ordered to refurn to their
encampment. Low murmurings ran dlong the lines; and
pres r-“-l\ broke ‘out inte ) open muf iny. Unﬁun*p‘u\ was
alre: u|\ moving off in a direction towards home. As =oen

as the General was informed tnl *n'. s, i‘.{- =-1'1~1'ul theim with

a part of his staff; and a few soldigrs with (J' neral Coffee,
who had halted a quarter ui' a mile 1n adva SeCHpaoYs

dered them immediately to form acrossthe 1‘-.1:15!, and to fire
on the mutineersyif they attempled to proceed. Shnatch-
ing up their arms, these in| htul adherents presented a

front which awed the deserters, and caused them to retreat
precipitately on l e main body, But the example of mu-
tiny was contagious. lfu soon ascertamed-that a whole
brigade was in the aftitude of m'”'r-nni-"j Lack by force. In
this crisis, having taken his-ground, he determined to tri-
umph-or perish. Seizing a 1111!*—].{‘..1 nd resting it on the
neck of his horse, for he was disabled by a wound from
the use of his lefi arm, he threw himselt ‘m front of the
mutinous column, and declured that he would sheot the
first man who ghould venture to advance. In this situa-
fion he was found by Major Reid and General Coflee,
who, judging from the length of his absence, that some
disturbance had arisen, bastened’ to his side, and waited
the result of his perilous determination, in the anxious sus-
pense of expectation. For many minutes the column pre-
gerved a sullen, yvet hesitatino attitude, at once fearing to
proceed, and reluctant to retreat. —Inthe mean time,those
who remained faithful to their duly, amounting to about
two companics, were collected and formed in rear of” the
General, and inndvince of the troops, with positive orders
to imitate his example in firing, if lh( 'y ttttunpttd to ad-
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a bad cause, prevailed. -They returned quietly to their
posts. 'This firmness, atthis eritical moment, undoubtedly
saved the campaign, and perhaps determined the issue of
the war. There are but few men who could have adepted
such a course with safety.

Shortly after the battle of Talladega, the Hillabee tribes;
who had suffered most severely on that eccagion, sued for
peace. Genperal Jackson sternly demanded the proper
reparation and submission, assurmg them that fort Mimms
should long be remembered by them in bitterness and
tears, but informing them, that on manifestation of sin-
cerity (in their desires for peace, he was not disposed to
make war on those who were willing to become our
friends.

But before this answer arrived among them, General
White had attacked and déstroyed their town, killing sixty,
and making two hundred and fifty-six priscners. This un-
fortunate circumstance contributed to the desperation with
which the Creeks afterwards fought.  They had asked for
peace on the General’s own terms. TFinding themselves
attacked under such circumstances, it preduced among
them the false conviction, that ne submission would - avail
them; and they considered it as a war of extermination.
There is no instance afterwards of their asking for quarter,
or manifesting a disposition to receive it.

We have been thus particular in giving the details of
the first difficulties and mutinies which General Jackson
had to encounter at the commencement of the Creek war,
as they serve as accurate: samples of all his subsequent
difficulties in bringing this war to a successful termination.

"They remind us of the trials which Washington had 1o
endure, in prosecuting the war of the revolution. His
soldiérs were little accustomed fo any, even the most
necessary control.  They were full fed, and much accus-
tomed to spend their time af their own discretion at home.
TPheir enlistments were for periods too limited.  The
arrangements of the contractors for supplies were grossly
mismanaged. Some of the officers were no better than
partisans. _So formidable were the difficulties in the way
of prosecuting the campaign, that even the Governor adyi-
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sed itsabandonment. The troops were not certain whether
tim were to look to the general government; or that of
their state, for th( Il pay; or whether they Imuhl not ulti-
mately { lul of be nwp.ml by either. On the 12th of De-
cunbm. General Cocke arrived with one thousand five
hundred men; but it was found that they were not brought
into the field under the requisition of the 1’1u=1f ent of the
United States; that the term of service of a great part of
them would expire in a few days, and the whole in a few
weeks. Mutiny succeeded to mn![m , and such was the
general gloom of-the prospect, that a manrof any other
temperament and character than that of General | Jackson
would have yielded to the advice of Governor Blount, and
wearied and disgusted with quelling mutiny in one form
to-day, only to see it renewed in another to-morrow, would
have abandoned the enterprise forever.

Not so General Jackson. He harangued his troops.—
He appealed to every motive that can influence the human
heart—their honor, their patriotism, their: avarice, and
their fears in turn. The more obstacles and nnpodlmeutq
arose before him, the more firmly he attached himself to
the cause. In one instance, he ordered the arrest of a
mutinous officer, Lieutenant Kearly, and demanded his
sword.  His reply was, ‘that he was a free man, not sub-
ject m the orders of General Jackson, or any ulhur per-
son;’ declaring, at the same tiine, that his sword should
pwtul him on his way to Tennessee, ~ The guards, who
were ordered to arrest him, cocked their guns. ].;10111(311‘:111&
Kearly and his men did the same. T he General hastened
to the scene, and demanded Kearly’s sword in person,
which he persisted to refuse. The General snatched a
pistol from iii:-f- holster, and was levelling it at the breast
of Kearly, when friends interposed, and he was induced
to surrender his sword. During the crisis, both parties
were prepared to fire, and a scene of bloodshed was nar-
nowly escaned. Under these discouragements, and the
departure of the troops from East Tennessee, for their
homes, and the scattering away of his forces, he was far
from heing induced to des j)umi, and he was determined to
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prosecute the campaign, with the feeble force still remain-
mg with him,

On the 2d of January, 1814, Colonel Carroll and Mr.
Blackburnarrived at head quarters, reporting the approach
of eight hundred and fifty velunteers. These men had
scarcely arrived, and chosen Colonels Perkins and Hig-
gins  to- eommand them, when these officers. refused to
march their reciments to head quarters under eommand of
General Coffee;  There was ne small difliculty in quelling
this mutiny, and it was not until the 13th of the month, that
these oflicers arrived at head quarters with their regiments.
The whole effective force at this time consisted, aceerding
to the report, of only nine hundred men;and was in reali-
ty short of that number.

On-the 15th, the trosps commenced their march, and
moved to Wehouvee ereek, three miles from- fort Strother.
At Talladeoa he was joined by two hundred friendly In-
dians, badly armed, and discoiraged ut the wenlness of
the united forece. A thousand men, under such circum-
stances, were led into the heart of an ememy’s couniry,
with no possible hope of escape, but [rom victory. To
march seemed now the only alternative, although-it-was
a course so full of peril. To rarech was necessary, to
afford a diversion favorable to Genperal- Floyd, who was
advancing from Georgia with an army against the Creeks.
Another reason rendered this course indispensable. The
officer commanding at fort Armstrong, had received mntel-
ligence, on which the utmost reliance was placed, that the
warriors from fourteen or fifieen towns on the Tallapoosa
were about to combine their forces, and attack that place.
For thie want of a sufficient garrison, it was in a defénce-
less: condition; On reaching Talludega, the General re-
ceivefl a letter from the commander at fort-Armstrong,
confirming the report, that- this depet was about to be
attacked. He was alse informed, by an express from
General Pinckney, that General Floyd was moving on'the
Creek country, and would shortly be af Tuckabateha.
The express desived him, for various reasons, fo advance
upon such of the Creek towns as might be within striling
distance {rom him.
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Had he hesitated before, these adyices would have deci-
ded him. It was understood, that the hostile force was
collected in o bend of the Tallapoosa, near the mouth of
a creek, called Emuckfaw, = ©n that-point he marched by
the shortest route. ~ As he adyvanced, he became more and
more sensible of the ignorance of his guides, and the 1n-
experience. and insubordination, both of his officers and
troops.  But they were iu highspirits, and anxious to meet
the enemy. On the 21st, the General encamped his small
force on the eminences, that overlooked Emuckfaw, and
made eyery preparation against an attack. = At midnight,
spies reported that they had discovered a large encamp-
ment of Indians, at three miles distance, yelling and dan-
cing in a manner to indicate that they were apprised of
his arrival. At the dawn of the next morning, the alarm
auns of the sentinels, Succeeded by shrieks and savage
yells, annonnced the attack -of the enemy. Their first
assault was on the left flank, commanded by Colonel Hig-
gins. It wasmet,and opposed with great firmness. . Gen-
eral Coffee and Colonels Carroll and Sitler- instantly re- -
paired to the point of attack, and by example and exhor-
tation. encouraged the men to their duty. The detion
raged for half an hour. The brunt of it being against
the left wing, it had become considerably weakened. The
first partof the action had taken place during the dimness
of twilight. ~The clear light of the morning, showing the
position of the enemy, and Cuptain Ferril’s company hay-
ing reinforced the left wing, General Coffee directed a
charge, and a rout immediately ensued. = The enemy were
pursued two. miles.

The General immediately detached General Coffee,
with the friendly Indians and four hundred men, to storm
the enemy’s encampment, unless it should be found too
strongly fortified, in which case he propesed to bring up
the artillery. Coffee, having reconnoitered the position,
and found it too strongly fortified to be assailed with has
force, returned to camp. . He had not returned more than
half an hour, when a fire was opened on the piguets on the
right, accompanied with the usual savage yells. General
Coffee volunteered hisservices to move upon theleft flank

i
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of the assailants. His detachment was taken {rom differ-
ent corps. He placed himself at their head, and' moved
rapidly upon the foe. While hé was thus- cecupied, the
rear of" his force had an o I)I}:!IEHII!E\' Lo Qllp away unper-
ceived, until the wholé number did not exceed fifty ‘mer:
He found the éenemy occupying ‘a ridge of open  pine-tim-
ber, covered with 16w underbrush,” which afforded them
every opportunity for concealment. To drive them from
their lurkins places, General Coffee ordered his men‘to
dismoun!, and charge them. In careying this order into
exceuti n, the ‘General was wounded tilmtwil the body,
and kis aid, Major Dinelson; killed.

This wi 1f~£uliuu<~.l by a vivlentonset‘on the line of the
left. General Jackson repaired in person tothe point of
attack. The'bartle was maintained by the assailants by
quick and irregular firing from bebir d logs, trees, shrub-
bery, and whatever could afford concer ient.  Behind
these, they prostrated themselves, after firing; to reload,
and rise, and ﬁr.r :lguin Altersustaining this fire for some
time, a briflfant and steady ¢harge, under'Colonel Carroll;
broke their array - ilm W them into confusion, ‘and caused
them to fiy. ‘Their loss; though it was certainly conside-

rable, wasnot exactly known.

On the right, Genernl Coflee had not been-able to drive
them from their fis'nesses to s wish: ‘and with a view to
draw-them fromtheir retreat, he‘affected to're'ire towards
the place where he had ficst.dismounted. — This stratagem
had the desired effct. -~ They forsook their hidifg places,
and advanced rapi Ll}' upon him:" The fizht was renewed
again on equal terms. = A severe contest ensued, which
lasted almost an honr, with nearly the same-loss on each
side.  Ar this erisis, when several of the detachment had
been killed, many wonnded, and the whole was exhausted
with-fatigae, a timzly reinforeemd n from General Jackson
miade its appearance on the :'nnnn s-left flank, and putan
end to !im eontest.  General Coffee, .Li!htmuh severely
wounded; instantly ordered a ¢harge, [rom which the-ene-
my fled in'consternation, and were pursied with great
slaughter. —At this place, few, if ‘any, escaped. Tt was
a day of almost continual hard fizhting,
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The mizht, that drew.on after such a day, amid the
gloom of the imt sty would paturally be dispiriting todroops,
IIlDbl of whom had never'before seen an enemy, or formed
a distinet idea of ‘the horrors of a battle. - The spiritsiof
the men were observed wvisibly ‘to” flag, as the darkness
increased.  Duringthe night;-at even the least noise,:the
sentinels would fice their alarm guns; and:retreat upon the
main-body. General - Jackson, h.wmu au'omljhwhcd the
main objects of the ‘expedition, a diversion: in favor of
General Flovd, and the relief of fort Armstrong, beganito
think-of refurnins iu his former station at the ‘Fen Istandss
"The impossibility of subsistence for men and horses, where
they Wwere; Ten: Iv.n_\l (this mcasure indispensable. The
appearance of “a- relreat, too, would probably draw the
savages from their sirong holds s, where they could not be
attacked with his pee nt-force, with any prospect of sue-
cess. - Everyarrangement for the comfort and eonveyance
of his: wonaded beinz l]ll'[li_. he began his retreut, atten
the next morning. He marched:without mrunupuun until
nearly night, and encamped on the south side of Enoti-
chopéo ereek.

The next day, various civcumstances insiructed the
General that he was pursued.. ‘Thedelay of an attack
Jed him to fear that h-‘= was marching inte'an ambuscade.
The necessary erossing of a deep ravine between two Iu!!b,
sheltered with thick sheubbery and brown scdge, affording
a most favorable concenlment for savage attaclk, c_x,mmd
him to an ambuscade. A few pioneers were despatched

to find-another crassing “place. = At this place, the front
auards, and ]mat of the: columns; had pakkctl, and the artil-
lery was crossing. Fhe” company of Captain Russéll,

who marched in i!_ rear, was suddenly attacked by gm.tt-
ly superior numbers.  The General had made all p u:hle

arrangements for the emergency of an attack in this place,

and ealeulated on a certain victory. ~Great was his as Iun-

ishment, when he b vh. id thewicht and left columns of the

r':-;ll‘;_fli:u'ti, after a feeble resistance, giv ing way, (;unmﬂ'
eonfusion and:dismay with them, and obsin ucting the pas-
gage over which the principal strength of the army was to
be vecrossed. Phis timid deportmentwas well pigh being
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followed with the most fatal consequences, which were
only prevented by the determined bravery of a few men.
Nearly the whole of the centre ¢olumn had followed the
example of the other two. Notmore than twenty men
remained to oppose the torrent of assault.~ The artillery
company, commandetl by Lieutenant Armstrong, and com-
posed of young men of the first-families, who bhad volun-
teered their services at the commencement of the campaign,
formed with their muskets before their piece of ordnance,
and hastily drugged it from the creek to an eminence,
whence they could discharge it on the enemy toadvan-
tage.  'T'his piece they defended with the most desperate
bravery, against an enemy five times their nomber, and
checked the advance of a. foe, already animated  from
beholding the consternation which his first shock had pro-
duced. 'T'he brave Armstrong fell beside his piece, ex-
claiming as he fell, “Some of - you must perish; but do not
abandon the gun.’ By his side fell, mortally wounded,
his associate and friend, Bird Evans, and the gallant Cap-
tain Hamilton. In the meantime, General Jackson and
his staft, by the greatest exertions, were enabled to restore
something: like ‘order. The enemy, perceiving a strong
force advancing upon them, and being warmly assailed on
their left flank by Captain Gordon, at the head of his spies,
in their turn were stricken with alarm; and fled, throwing
away whatever retarded their flight. They were pursued
two miles; many were destroyed, and the remainder wholly
dispersed. :

The highest praise was due, and was given to: General
Coffee. In consequence of the wound he had received at
Eruckfaw, he was carried only the day before ona litter,
He was this'day on horseback, and commanded with his
usual ecalm and deliberate firmness. On this erisis, all
eliquette was thrown aside, and officers and men each
fought in the place where his services seemed fo be ne-
cessary. The hospital surgeon, Dr. Shelby, rendered
important servicesin the battle. Captain Gordon, by his
opportune sally on the lefi flank of the savages, essentially
contributed to restore the fight. The Adjutant General,
Sitler, displayed the greatest firmness. Of General Jagk-
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son, it is-but justice to remark, that but for him, rout and
ruin mus- have ensued. - Firm, energetic and self-posses-
sed, he was alike the rallying point for the timid and the
brave. — Amidst showers of balls, he calmly performed the
duties of* subordinate officers, rallyine the wavering, ar-
resting their flight, restoring order to his columns, and
inspiriting them by his example. _An army retreafing
i dismay was thus rescued (rom the inevitable destruc-
tion that must have ensued from a rout. 'The American
loss was twenty killed and seventy-five wounded, some of
whom afterwards died.  The loss of the enemy mniid not
be accurately ascertained. Scattered on the heichis and
hollows, many of the wounded escaped, and many of the
killed were not found. . ‘Their prisoners estimate d their
loss al considerable over two immhu., althouch i]I‘.‘} en-=
deavored to conceal the extent of itamong themselves, by
representing that many of the slain were gone onan ex-
pedition, that they ll]I“IlF thus account for-their absence.

The army re turned. without acecident to fort Strother.
Fort Armstrong was relieved, and such a diversion had
been made in-f: Lvor of General I¥ loyd, from Geergia, that
he had been enabled to gain a victory over the savagesat
Awtossee, where, but for this movement, he would have
been outnumb m-cd by the enemy, ard would, probably;
have experienced a defeat.  The army returned triumph-
ant; and experience has proved how (.m]» the ranks of a
victorious army are filled.

This tmm ; whose term of mnr‘c had vearly expired,
was discharged, ‘The spirit of the: people was roused,
and a new army was speedily collected, with"a longer
period of enlistment. ~ A renewal ofthe diffic ulties of wp-
plies and of insubordination was experienced, thoughin'a
less (lr"'F:'t'[_‘ than at the commencement of the former cam-
paign. " These evils, in a greater or less degree, are inevi-
tably incidental to the calling into se evice inexperienced
Inllm.l. whose submission and duaties are not seitled by
prescription, Who are siibjected to conflicting authorities
thelimits of which are not well defined, and who con-
stantly experience in the camp the most earnest longings
to return home.
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The severe example of the execution of a mutinous
private, John Woods, had a most salutary effect in check-
ing the incipient sgnut of mutiny, and pmlml:h* prevented
a .‘:{:Lumi edition of the original difficulties from that quar-
ter. Bat there remained anxieties enough to leave little
repose or quietness to the General. The East Tennes-
see brigade, under the command of General Doherty,
manifested, also, symptoms of disaffection, and was hardly
restrained from returning immediately home. One hun-
dred and eighty men deserted in a body. 'T'o putan end
to this order of things, General J: wekson l--rw(l an order to
General Doherty, to arrest and send to fort Strother, under
guard, any officer, of whatever rank he might i)c, who
shﬂuT(I be found in his camp, attempting to incite the sol-
diers to mutiny.

About this time, Colonel Dyer was detached with six
hundred men to the head of the Black W‘erinr, to ascer-
tain if there were any Indians embodied in that quarter,
and if there were, to disperse them, and prevent. their
coming on in the rear of the army. This detachment
marched eicht ds 1ys along the ]II[”l“-u of the Cahaba, and
fell in witha trdil of the enemy |m5%ul'r cml“.udly' but
being able to gain no certain information of them, they
desisted from the pursuit, and returned to c _';1m|:

On the 14th of March, 1814, General Jackson had
made such arrangements, and obtained “such supplies, as
enabled him to comimence his march for the enemy. At
the month of Cedar creek, he established fort Williams.
On the 24th, leaving a sufficient foree for the protection of
the fort, under Brigadier General Johnson, he set out for
the Tallapoosa, by the way of Emuckfaw. His whole
effective force was something less than three thousand
men.- At tenin the morning of the 2 ;th. after a march of
fifty-two miles, he reached the village of Tohopeka. The
enemy had c ollected here in considerable numbers, to give
him battle. The warriors from Oakfusky, Hill: ll]{"P Fu-
falee, and New Youcka, amounting to nrmlv one Ilmumnd
two hundred, were at this place waiting his approach.
They had selected an admirable place for c]: fence. Situ-
ated ina bend of the river, which almost surrounded it, it
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was accessible only by a narrow neck of land. This they
had used great exertions to render impregnable, by pla-
cing large timbers and trunks of trees horizentally on each
other, leaving but a single place for entrance. From a
double row of port holes, they were enabled to fire in per-
fect security behind it. General Coffee, with monnted
nfantry and friendly Indians, had been despatched early
in the morning, to encircle the bend, and mancenuyre in
such a way as to divert the savages from the real point of
attack. . He was particularly directed to prevent their
escape to the opposite shore in their canoes, with which; it
was represented, the whole shore was lined. The Gene-
ral posted the rest of his army in front of the breastworls.
He began to batter their breastworks with his cannon.
Muskets and rifles were used, as the Indians occasionally
showed themselves. 'The signals, which were to an-
nounce that General Coffee had gained his destination,
were given. The soldiers hailed it with acelamations, and
advanced with the intrepidity of veterans. The 39th re-
giment, led on by their skillful commander, Colonel Wil
llams, and the brave but ill-fated Major Montgomery, and
the militia, amidst a sheet of fire that poured upon them,
rushed forward to the rampart. Here an cbstinate and
destructive conflict ensued. In" firing through the port
holes on either side, many of the enemy’s balls were wel-

ded between the muskets and bayonets of our soldiers.
At this moment, Major Montgomery, leaping on the ram-
part, called to his men to follow him. Secarcely had he
spoken, when he was shotthrough the head, and fell.” Our
troops-had now scaled the ramparts, and the savages fled
before them, concealing themselvesunder the brush and
timber, which abounded in the peninsula, whence they
still conitinued” a galling fire. Here they were charged,
and dislodged. Their next alternative was their canoes;
but they perceived that a part of the army lined- the oppo-
site shore, and precluded escape on that quarter. They
thatstill survived the confliet, leaped down the banks, and
took shelter behind the trees which had been felled from
their margin. A flag, with an interpreter, was here sent
them, to []-l'{'l['JOSG a surrender. They fired upon the party,
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and wounded one of them. Ascerfaining their despera-
tion, orders were given to dislodge them. The hrush and
LlE'_‘E_“‘ about them were sét on fire by lighted 4orches, sent
down among them, and the blaze drove them (rom their
hiding places, and brought them to view. ~ The sk waghter
continued, antil night concealed the combaftants from each
other. A few of the misguided savages, who had avoided
the havoe of the day, made their escape under the covert
of the darkness. ~ The friendly Indians contributed not a
little to the completeness of this victory. Several-of the
Cherolees, and Russell’s *;}il in the heat of the action,
swam across the river, and tuul the Indian town in the
rear of the foe. Thus they found themselves assailed on
every side, and vulnerable on a quarter from which they
had. not expected an attack.

This battle gave a death blow to their hopes; nor did
they afterwards venture to make any decided stand, Here
l'l]f"'. had strongly fortified themselves. Here. their pro-
phr-h had led them to believe, that they were secure of the
aid of the *Great Spirit,” and invine ible. The v-had never
met with so severe aloss, in any previous engagement,
Their best and their bravest warriors fell. l‘uu L:-H.’:lpi:(]
the earnage. - Many were thrown into the Ii\'r:r, while the

battle raged. Many were dest troyed by Coffee’s brigade
in endeavoring to eross if,and five hundred and fifi y-seven
were found dead on the field. Among the ¢ Im] were

three of the prophets. These miserable i impostors, with
the fantastic and magic finery of ‘medicine men,” danced,
and howled, and pr ophesied, and kept up the delusive con-
fidence of the savages to the last. - Monohee, one of the
chief of them, fell, with a cannon shot in the mouth, at the
very moment when uttering his incantations, and urging
them to stand to the fight. - Four men only, and three hun-
dred women and childre n, werg taken prisoners. The
small number of men who surrendered, give an nnpressive
view of the desperation with which they fought. 'Theas-
sault Ly the troops from East Tennessee upon the Hillabee
clans, after they had sued for peace on our own terms, had
caused them lnl:.fn.q uish all confidence in our humanity,
and to trust to nothing but bravery and despair. Our loss,
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including the friendly Indians, was fifiy-five killed, and
one hundred and forty-six wounded. Among the former
was Major Montgomery; a brave and promising. young
officer of the 39th resiment, and Lieutenants Moulton and
Somerville, who fell early in the action.

The General sunk his dead in the river; for he had
found by experience, that when they were buried, the say-
ages raised the bodies, stripped, and scalped them, pre-
senting the scalps among their own people, as. trophies of
vietory, and thus tending to inspirit them with these hor-
rid badges of triumph, to prolong the war. Having made
the necessary arrangements for carrying ofl his wounded,

he returned safely to fort Williams.

On the 2d day of April, the General issued a very spiri-
ted address, in the form of congratulation to his soldiers.
Understandine that the enemy were embodied in conside-
rable numbers at- Hoithlewalee, a town not far from the
Hickory (
tions as soon as pessible. ~ Too much weakened by sick-

around. he was desirous to reeominerice opera-

ness, and the loss of ‘the late battle, and some  soldiers
discharged, to open the campaign as cfficiently as he.could
¢hoose. with his own forees, he wished to form a junction
with the army from Georgia. -~ The North Carolina troops,
ander the command of General Graham, an experienced
revolutionary officer, and those of Georgia, under Colonel
Milton, were announced to be some where not far south
of Tallapoosa, and couldnot be very distant.

On the 7th, with all his disposable torce, he commen-
ced his march, with the double view of effecting this union
and of attacking on his route the enemy’s force collected
at Hoithlewalee. Could the- enemy, at the point they
now oceupied, be brought to fight, and a decisive advan-
tage obtained over them, they might be induced to submit
to terms.and the war be ended.  But if sufiered to escape,
they might again collect, and vive battle at some fortu-
nate moment, and protract the war, This could in no
way be so effectually prevented, as for the Tennessee
tre u.lps_-' to advance upon them from the north, and the Caro-
linians and Georgians from the south, making such a dis-
18
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pesitionas would prevent their espape by crossing the river,
and passing off’ by the Escambia to Pensacola.

h was some. tine before he could procure confidential
messengers to eonvey the information of his intended
movements to the southern army. He wrote by expres-
ses, sent on two different routes, that on the 7th he should
m: nf.h with eight days’ provisions for Hoithlewalee, which
he expected to attack on the 11th; and he urged the neces-
sity of proper concert on their part to meet this move-
ment. High waters prevented his reaching his destina-
tion until the 13th, before which the enemy had Leen
sufliciently apprised of his appreach to flee. ‘The rear
only of the ref freafing savages was overtuken, and twenty-
five of them made priscners. - The next day part of the
town of Hoithlewalee was destroyed by a detachment of
the army; but the inhabitants and warriors had fled.

The next day the long desired junction with the south-
ern army was eflected. 'The Tennessee army was in a
state of famine, Colonel Milton, who commanded the
southern troops, propo ged to lend General Jackson a tem-
porary supply, but felt himself under no obligation to fur-
nish any. T'othis courteous proffer, the General answer-
ed, by m':lumfr him munu]mch’ to send him five thou-
mmd rations, and to fun im by ten the next d ay at Hoith-
lewalee. The junction was accordingly effected. The
necessary steps were taken to lJI[ll”i'U\‘- u provisions from
fort Dec 1Im,umlnu further inconvenience was felt for want

of -uppm 8.

The principal chiefs of the Hickory Ground tribes, and
the Creek chicfs generally, came in with protestations of
friendship, and .l};lr[it,ll for pumm-. The answer was, ‘that
those of the war party, who wished to put an. end to - the
contest and become friendly, must manifest it by retiring
in the rear of the army, and settling themselves to the
north of fort Willlams. Fourteen (hl{lb were willing to
furnish still further evidence of their desire for peace.
They assared the General that their aged king, Tous-hat-
chee, would have come with them in person, ||II[ was on
his way with his followers, to settle north of fort Williams,
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weeording -to the information which he had received from
the General by a flag.

[t was (,\pw-wfl let the ‘Indians would malke a final
stand at the Hickory Grounds, in the forks near where
the Coosa and LLILtp{)u-d unite. The army continued1ts
march for this place, without hearing of any embodied
enemy. At the old Toulossee fort on the Coosa, not far
from the confluence, and wliere the two rivers approach
within one -hundred poles of each other, a fort was direc-
ted to be raised, to be named after the commanding Gene-
ral. Here the hostile tllwh arrived daily, with-assuran-
ces of friendship, and proffers of si ubmission. They con-
curred to state, that those of the hostile chiefs who were
still opp posed to peace, had fled to the oulf coastand Pe nsa-
cola. Tothese applic ations an answer was returned simi-
lar to the former.

To test the sincerify of their p{ull“ﬁ-lfﬂi‘- they were di-
rected to bring the notorious chief, Weatherford, bound to
the camp. e was one of the 1]3)::1. influential chiefs of
the nation, and had l:cmn the prineipal actor in the butche-
ry at fort Mimins.  Soon after; the General was surprised
by a personal visil ilnm that chief, who had come volunta-

1|\ ; and without being known, and had been admitted to
the General’s quarters. He entered_with a calm front,
and said “‘that he had come to ask peace for himself and
hi-:. |J(llp]t" The General expressed his astonishment
that he, whose conduct at fort"Mimms had been s0 well
I-.rlu'\n. anid whn must be-conseious that he deserved to
die, should venture to-appear in his presence. ‘I had
directed,” he continued, “that you should be brought tome
confined. —~Had you appeare d in thi:. way, I sh nld have
known how to have treated you.”  We: l|h'1 ord rephed,
‘f am in your power. Do with-me as you please.. 1 ama
soldier. 1 h.nt_’. done the white people all the harm 1
tnlliti I have foucht thems and fought them bravely. If
[ had an army, [ would yet fizht, and contend to the .‘tat

But I have-none. My pcunlc areall cone. Iecan rmw do
no more than weep over the-mis sfortunes of my nation?

This man had pm]nhh penetrated the character of
General Jackson so far as to be aware that this was the
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only mode of address in which to please that intrepid sel-
dier. Somewhat softened, the General informed him how
his nation eould besaved, and peace restored to it, and
that there was buf that alternative; informing him, how-
ever, that if’ the alternative was uJL ace P]:mﬁ}ll_, no ad-
vantage should be taken of his voluntary surrender, and
that he was at liberty to depart, and unite himself to the
war party when he pleased; but that, if taken, his life
would pay the forfeit of his erimes. Oilherwise, he
was assured, if he chose to remain, that he should be
l}j'uiu'-:'i_l'[|_

Weatherford answered, ‘that he desired peace, that his
nafion might be relieved from their sufferings; that, inde-
pt‘nd«n“:l other sufferings; consequences ol the war, their

cattle were destroyed, and their women and children des-
titute of provisions.  But,) he continued, ‘I may well be
addressed in such language now.. There was a time
when I had a choice, and could have answered you.. I
have none now. liven hope has ended. Once I could
anifnate my warriorsto battle. But I cannot animate the
dead. My warriors can no longer hear my voice.  Thetr
bones are at. Talladega, ‘Tallashatchee, Emuckfaw, and
Tohopeka. Ihavesurrendered myselfdeliberately. While
there were chances of success, I never left iny p m, or
supplicated peace. My people are now gone, an 11 ask
peace for my nation and myself. +On the miseries and
mistortunes brought upon my country, I look back with the
deepest sorrow, and wish to avert still greater calamities.
If I had been left to contend with the Georgia army, I
would have raised my cornon one bank of the river, and
fought them on the other. Your people have-destroyed
my nation. Youare a brave maun. I rely upon your
generosity. You will exact noterms of a conquered peo-
ple, but those to which they are willing to accede. What-
ever they may be, it '."nllltl now be madness and folly to
oppose them. Itthey are fIJFIIﬁ{‘l] vou shall find me
among the sternest cnforcers of obedience.  Those who
would hold out, can enly be influenced by a mean spirit
of revenge; and to this tl ey must not; and shall not sac-
pifice th Ju«t remnant of their LULIJIII\ You have told

[
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vis where we may goand be safe.” This is agood lalk
and my nation ought to listen to it, and they shall listen
to it.?

Such was the orationof Weatherford. The earnestness
and bold independence of his afier conduct, left no doubt of
the sincerity of his intentions. |

The necessary blow had been struck, and the war In
effect was closed. The spirits of the Creeks were broken
down. All who were disposed still to-fight, had- taken
protection with the Spanish on the coast. - Little remained
for General Jackson to accomplish, but to give stability
and perpetuity to the results already obtained. The
Creek country was scoured by his troaps, to {ind any
- gatherings of hostile Indians, or lurking adherents to them.
Knowing the natural perfidy of these people, and that no
guarantes for theirfuture fidelity, but their fears, could be
expecied, he was stern in adhering to the original -pur-
pose, to consider all the Indians who did notremove to the
north of fort Williams, as enemies. By the establish-
ment of-fort Jackson, a line of posts was formed from
Tenncssee and Georgia to the Alabama. The required
remove of the Indians interposed this line betweenthem
and their communications with the Spanish at Pensacola,
and placed them properly within the control of the United
States.

On the 20th, General Pinckney arrived in camp, and
assumed the command of the army in person. T'hemea-
sures that had been adopted by General Jackson, in.regard
to the future fidelity of the Indians, met his entire appro-
bation. The Indians were retiring with their families,
where they were directed. Much of the property plun-
dered at fort Mimms and along the frontier, was restored,

and every thing indicated on their part sincere desires of

peace. A suflicient force was retained for garrisoning
the posts already occupied, and orders were issued on the
21st for the troops from Tennessee to be marched home
and discharged. It wasa cheering reflection to them, that
having seen, inflicted, and suffered so muech misery, they
were now retiring to their homes, carrying with them the
sweetest consolation to the mind of a citizen soldier, that
158%
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in the trying situations in which they had been placed,
they had acted with honoer, had done their duty, and were
returning to their retired and peaceful dwellings, covered
with glory.

Itis matter of regret, that even while these arrangements
were making, the frie UII\ Creeks were engaged in pursu-
g and du«n oying their fugitive countrymen, with the
mnat |_|nu,h_11.,m_r:}_; rigor. To have been at Inl: Mimms,
was a ground of accusation against a warrior, that atonce
placed l rim out of the pale of mercy. They viewed; or
affected to view, this.unprovoked outrage w ith more vin-
dictive feelings than even did our own troops. - A Creek
party was on its way to our camp, for the purpose of
making their submission. ~ The friendly Creeks, under-
atan:hmr that Ehu had accompanied Weathe vford in his
attack upon fort Mimms, met thcm on their way, and put
them all to death.

All necessary arrangements having been made for gar-
risoning the posts, and for the future sec urity of the eoun-
try, and the proper reports made to General Pinckney, the

commanding officer, after an impressive parting address to
the froops, General Jackson despatchied them to their
homes.  The freshness of the laurels which he had gath-
ered in this-war, willnever fude. He bad every thing to
encounter, and he overcame every difficulty. He was the
only one of the army that never (!L.'-inlll[‘t[ of the cause.
Such was the promptitude and celerity of his movements,
that he was often upon the savages before they had any
intelligence of his approach. He wis one of the few men
who ingpire universal confidence, .and have the secret to
command victory.

Humanity will naturally recoil from the contemplation
of the misery and ruin inflicted upon these deluded sava-
oes. ~ We may surely take to ourselves the consolation,
ih'!.l; our country had exhausted forbearance before she
inflicted vengeance. For more than twenty years, the

Creeks had been perpetrating cruelties and mt irders .':lm]‘f
our frontiers. Many a parent still lives, whose sad re-
membrance treasures a child that had bled beneath their
murderous hands, | Cold Water, on Tennessee river, had
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long been a den, whence they issued to prowl and murder.
As early as 1787, General Robertson collected a force of
volunteers, and déstroyed this settlement. Those who
escaped from this place, retired upon the Black Warrior,
harboring revenge, and seeking every favorable upporlu-
nity for murder, until the winter of l‘\l-). when theirtowns
on that river were assailed, and destroy ed.

In the war that ensued between our country and Great
Britain, the prowessof that nation was pmrh'mnl-J\, mag-
nified in-theireyes. Their prophets confributed to the il
lusion. They were led to think that the ‘Great Spirit’
had taken cause with them, that they were allied with an
invincible power, in the British, and that they should ulti-
mately drive away the Americans from-the country. The
tomahawk and se r||1u 1o knife were used with unre el iting
and llll*«lhtllll" vengeance. A more horrid massacre than
that of fort ‘nlmmh never occurred in the annals of savage
barbarity. The [ndians were acquainted with the di (fi-
culties whic 11 General Jackson had to encounter, and
drew encourasement from them.. They soon found what
kind of character they had to deal with in‘him. Instead
of confining his plans to the guarding our own frontiers, as
under all his trials would have been as much as another
man would have cont templated, (lLllLl”Ll Jackson with his
troops burst into the centre of their counfry, and swept
over it, as with a storm. One fatal battle after another
convinced them that their prophets were imposters, and

that neither the British nor the ‘Great Spirit’ pmh,ctui
them from our just vengeance. Their courage was bro-
ken down alonz with their power, and such results ob-
tained, that we may confidently hope they will never
again, as a nafion, raise the tomahawk against us, w ithin
the limits of our co untry.
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CHAPTER XTL
MONUMENTAL REMAINS OF THE PAST, IN THE MISSISSIPPS
VALLEY.

INNUMERABLE observers, in penetrating the bosom of the
earth, in all the recorded periods of time, have come upon
the remains of organized animal and vegzetable bodies, the
ruins of a gone-by world, the monuments of generations of
rationals, whose history, whose annals, whose recorded tra-
ces, are as completely extinet as though they had not been.
These monuments present materials for meditation of the
profoundest interest, and the most inextricable perplexity.
The monuments of present tropicat existences, are found
deep under the soil of the temperate and polar regions,—inm-
pressions, petrifactions of the date, fern, bread-fiuit tree,
bamboo, lion, tiger, hippopotomus,—under the snows and
frosts of the bitterest winters. It is but recently, that some
French writers, as St. Pierre and Bufton, began to class
these remains. ‘Baron Cuvier, the historian of. the ani-
mals of a past world, entered, in the industry of great tal-
ent and profound ressareh, into this walk, and from noting
. the eonformation of organic remains, has been enabled to
clagsify the generations of the past, and to write the history
of the changes which our world has probably undergone.
Dr. Buckland has found, that the caves of England, France,
and Germany, are abundantly stored with the remains of
animals, that at present only inhabit the tropics,  The ferns
of Mexico, India, and the South Sea 1sles, are found im-
bedded in English meadows. ~ What a world must that
have been, what species of men must have been the spec-
tators, when the mammoth and megalonyx trod the plains;
and the monstrous lizards, whose bones are now rescued
from the soil, reared their heads from the rivers and lakes!
What must have been the terrors of rivers and swamps
inhabited by lizards of tremendous teeth and powers, eighty
feet in length, and possessing the wings attributed to the
fabulous dragon!
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It has been the custom with European writers to speak
of America as the new world, and of our own geologists
to describe the great Mississipp1 valley as the most recent
formation of" this new world; and, in fact, as so lately
reared from its submersion, as almost to bear on its sor-
face the slimy traces of its emersion. More recent and
better cotlated exaininations, assign to this region an an-
tiquity [ar beyond any recorded annals of human history
or tradition. It is but a few years since some hardy an-
tiquarians began to speak of finding the impress of the
leaves and flowers of the bread-fruit tree, and the bamboo,
and the fern, in our peat beds, and fossil coal formations,
They were met by the publiec with incredulity and unspa-
ring ridicule. ~ But as these experiments multiplied; as
they became too numerous to be attributed to imagination
or deception; as they were so multiplied as {o cease to be
curiosities; as-the testimony of so respectable and unques-

tioned a writer as Dr. Buckland, was added to prove the .

same facid in the old world, doubt began te change to per-
plexed admiration and astonishment.” Our bowlders of gra-
nite in disruption, our vast masses of lead ore out of place,
our stratified rocks, earths, and sands, our innumerable
specimess of tropical organic animal and vegetable re-
mains, our regular walls, stoned wells, brick hearths, med-
als, characters, apparently alphabetie, written on the cliffs,
the brick hearths found deep below a soil which could not
have been disturbed for ages, our implements of iron and
copper found ina hundred places, and under circumstances
to preclude a recent and European origin, our mounds and
their contents, clear monuments of a second and deteriora-
ted race, our present red men, still lower in the scale of
humanity, all announce that this valley, fondly deemed of
such recent oricin, has undergone the baptism of fire, and
water, and death, and prodigious changes almost beyond
the stretch of fancy; and that this country of silent forests
and prairies, has already seen, at immense and unrecord-
ed-intervals of time, three successive generations ef men;
the primitive race acquainted with the use of iron, ﬂl"al-
phabetical or hieroglyphical writing, of structures of brick
and stone; the second and deteriorated race of the mounds
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but little acquainted with the softer metals, and deriving
that acquaintance from the Mexican Indians, and whose
most endurine monumeats are these mounds of earth,
partly fortifications and pnrtlvwmcl'clic: full of the bones
and the puerile ornaments of the founders, and the present
hapless race fading fast from existence and memory, w ho
will leave no other luncmhmur es than their bones.

Alas! our fresh world, beneath its deep forests and flow-
ering prairies, conceals the memorials'of eras of the com-
plete extirpation of suecessive races. The tide of life and
empire rolled where the traveller, from the rising to the
setting sun, sees neither man nor human h.llnlntmn. The
races are entombed beneath the ruins of a world, that is
past. Every thing speaks of life and death in the new
world, as in the old. Our virgin and vegetable soil, which
the immigrant turns up w ith his share for the first time,
may Le the mouldering remains of a human body. The
dew drops, which glitter on the flower cups of the wide
otean prairies, may once have been tear drops mihn"dm\ n
the cheek of \mi!]l and beat uty.

Phe monuments of the primitive race, eonsist of regular
stone walls, of wells stoned up, of medals of copper and sil-
ver, of swords and oth:r HII]:-iL”nr'IH'-: of iron, of the briek
hun.]h fo uti in. digeine the Louisville canal, with the
coal of the last fires [nmur upon them; of characters
found on the limestone bl .|i1~_ which eannot but be deemed
as either alphabetic o h]:_.w:__{‘.'\ phical, are discovered in
too many places in the west, and under cirecumstances too
various to be attributed to any other origin than a primi-
tive race, whose whole history of eivilization our brieflim-
its will not allow us to give, only in the fact, that they
knew the manuficture and the use of irom. Bat t hough
this history may be brief, it comprises volumes in I(‘”cl[d
to their civilization, compared with any races between
them and us. Amn ne the same class of inexplicable anti-
quities, we place the eroves of ancient live umin setinreg-
ular |:,|rl -forms in Florida, tozether with remains of cities,
fortifications, and dwellinos, near them. We have seen
these stranze and ancient swords. We have scen the iron
shoe of some tiny animal of the horse class, encrusted with
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the rust of ages, and found far beneath the soil.
ments of wood dug from' beneatl the
evident marks of havii

Frag-
peal beds, bear the
'g been cut by an implement ofivon
not unlike our axe. We recently saw a copper axe, which
welghed, we should Judge, over two pounds. Its edge was
singularly tempered an- polished, and worked not unlike
an edge of steel. Its place for the insertion of a handle,
was made by the rolling over of the two outer rims, leay-
ing place for a helve at the point of insertion of the widih
of a man’shand. These monuments, together with the
western medals, we refer to a class anterior to the found-
ers of the mounds, and much farther advanced iy civiliza-
tion. To this era belong the remains of the ancient city,
of towers and temples, recently discovered in the Hercu-
laneum of the new world, 1n Peru.

The second era of American habitancy, is in the im-
mense stone T'eocalli of Mexico, and the earthen mounds
discovered in every point of the valley, from lake Erie
and West Pennsylvania and Virginia, to the savannas of
Florida, and arising on the solitude of the weslern prairies
quite to the Rocky mountains.  Whether the mass of them
was constructed for fortifications, observatories. temples,
or tombs, s a matter of conjecture alone. I'haf some of
them served the latter purpose, we have conclusive proof,
in their abounding in skeletons.and human bones.  They
show little art, though immense labor.
of regular mathematical figures, paraile
seetions ol circles, showing tl

Many of them are
lograms, ellipses,
ie remains of gateways and
subterranean passages. Some of themn, after the lapse of
ages, and with trees growing on them ofa date of 500 § ears,
are still 70 or 80 feet high. A circumstance the most in-
explicable of all is, that these huge and rude crections are
generally of a soil not furnished by the ground in the im-
mediate vicinity, which at least is the general opinion, and
such is their aspect to us. ,Some are found on hills,
some on the fertile prairies; and they are generally mast
frequent on rich alluvial grounds, near portages, between
long rivers, contjguous to fishing grounds and productive
hunting regions. They are mostabundant at points where
it has been since most convenient to build the towns and
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form the settléments of civilized man.  We have see n thern
risirig in their striking I neliness amidst the mountains of
western ‘\-H'Jllllll., all}:.{- the shores of the beautiful Ohio,
on the prairies of the Missouri, and on the lower courseés
of the Mississippi. ~Some are cone shaped. Some rec-
tangles. Oune at Grave cree k is between 70 and EO feet
n lu ight.  One among the hundreds near Cahokia, in the
pre llIlL of the American bottom, was large enough to furnish
a garden and a residence to some Mol ks of La'T'rappe,
under a vow of perp el :! silences,  Where could these
dreamers have meditated more ll!(hl‘lllli]l\ i their silence,
than in these flowering prairies, amidst nature’s luxuriance
of uséless vegetation, in the wide solitude, and above the
bones ofa wor |{ whose inhalitants \n re all i:.wul rway !
There are very inierestine mounds near St. Louis, and
a little north of the town. Some of themhave the appear-
ance of enormous stacks. The mound, called the Falling
Garden, is pointed out to *~"|i'.||."{'r.-' at St. Louis as a grea
curiosity. One ol "thiese mounds was levelled in the e entre

digeing it down, cart loads of human

of Chillicothe. n
Lones are sail to have been-re zm,.r ). 'I’he town of Cir-
cleville is laid out Letween a couple of mounds; the ‘one'e 11-
L{:I.u, the other square. Skeletonshave been found in di
ging under cne in Cincinnati. _.-“. thin circular piece l. ['
-ruh[. 1L|HJ\'il with copper, was discovered in this mound
1&[ A

]11 1;. \ssino over our vast prairies, 1n viewino our noble
and ancient furests, planted by natare, and nurtured only
by ages, when we haveseen the sun risine over a bonnd-
less plain, where the blue of the heavens in all direetions
tcuched and mineled with the verdure and the flowers;
when our thoughts have traversed rivers of a thousand
leagues in lengih; when we dave seen the ¢ aseending
steamn boat breasting the surge, and gleaming through the
verdure of: the trees: when we have imagined the happy
multitudes that from these shores will contemplate the
scenery in-cays [o --.t»,_ we have thought that our great
country might at least compare with others in the beauty
of its natural sce nery. When cn an uninhabited prairie,
we have fallen at night-fall upon a group of these mounds,

'F.\I
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and have thought of the masses of human bones that moul-
der beneath; when our heart and im:*.urinmim‘x c‘.'o]-:e(] the
busy multitudes thathere ‘strutted through life poor play,’
and asked the phantoms who and what Eim weie, cmd
why they have left no memorials but these mo :n:l~ we
h we found ample scope for reflections and associations of

the past with the future. We should not highly estimate
the mind or the heart of the man who could behold these
tombs of the desert prairies without deep thought.

Among the second class of Indian antiquities may be
classed f llf" idols, vases, and culinary utensils, of which such
numbers are found in the western ¢ ouniry, a : that they are
no longer regarded as curiosities. The beautifi r! three-
headed idol, the most remarkable gpecimen of Indian pot-
tery and moulding that has yet been Iumm, was talken from
amound in Tennessee. = It consists of three hea vds of pro-
portions of considerable accuracy, representing counte-
nances of different expressions and ages. I he whole
workmanship is si u]nmn when viewed in reference to
the common notion of l-xrhau art: We pu"emsu} a beau-
tiful'and perfect specimen of Indian pottery in the shape of
a drinking gourd. The aperture represented the mouth of
a m[uau. which the thirsty drinker would naturally kiss
with a degree of eager appetite.~ In digging a ditch round
a garden below St. C harle es, in the forks between the Mis-
sissippi and Mi:-.,n.u I, we came upon great quantities of
fragments of this ware. n)l'l"l’l (}' it m fine preservation
has been dug from the chalk banks below the mouth of
the Ohio. It is found in fact every where between Pitts-
burgh, lake Superiof, and New Mexico. The material is
clay, with a considerable intermixture of sand, sometimes
ﬂml\. sometimes calcareous, but ;;:-n:-a. lly of a snowy
whiteness. T hey were all moulded by the hand l, without
any aid from the potter’s wheel. The shapes of natural
objects were happily imitated, and they were hardened by
the heat of the sun. S¢ Llllilll‘(‘{l and inscribed rocks are
among the most common of Indian antiquities. On the
side of a mountain in Tennessee, are the marks of the foot-
steps of men and horses in the hmcﬂnnt‘ in greal numbers,
and as though they were the tracks of an army. Some of

19
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the tracks show, as if the party had slipped in miry clay.
All have the appearance of being an actual impress in soft
clay, which afterwards hardened to stone, refaining a per-
fect impression. Characters of great freshness of color-
ing, are marked upon many of the high bluffs, that impend
the western rivers. Inscriptions of this sort are found in
Missouri, on-the Illinois, and in various other places. A
remarkable track of a human foot was found in a solid
block of limestone, on the bank of the Mississippi, at St.
Louis. The most ancient traditions of the west. do not
touch the origin of these mounds or characters.

Human skeletons have been found in great. preserva-
tion in nitre caves in Tennessee and Kentucky, some of
them enveloped in robes made of cloth of nettles curiously
overlaid with beautiful turkey feathers. Every one has
read of the cemeotery of pigmy skeletons on the Maramee,
not far from St. Louis. Similar ones are found in Ten-
nessee, not far from the Cumberland. Organic remains of
various animals, and among others the megalonyx and
mastodon, and other huge and unknown animals, are found
in various places, particularly at Big Bone Lick, in Ken-
tucky. = Whole skeletons bave been completed from them
in the museums of the curious.  Indeed this country offers
a far more curious field for the discovery and classification
of organic remains, than any other known, The muse-
ums at Cincinnati and St. Louis abound in collections of
western organic remains and Indian antiguities, - We have
found space only to admit a few of the most inferesting, In
Journeying through dark forests or wide prairies, we can-
not but be aware, that extinsuished races, with their mon-
uments and arts, are beneath our feet.

The recent excavation of the Louisville and Portland
canal, afforded an impressive display of ancient remains.
In the alluvial stratum immmediately above ihe compact
bed of slate limestone, and from nineteen to upwards of
twenty feet below the surface, brick hearths were brought
to view, with the coals of the last social domestic fires &till
visiblé. The bricks, as we have heard them deseribed, '

S i, et g

e —

1
§
y
I

=

were hard and regular, differing from these of present
wake in being longer in proportion to their width and
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thickness.- Along with organic remains of animals, siti-
lar'to those found at Bis Bone Lick, were skeletons of men
in great numbers, _‘nnmrr others, was that of a man
wmmlmn erect in the earth, unw'(um raised to an angle of
torty-five degrees with the shoulder, and holding in- the
]llﬂd a semi- n]nhuim, or rather elli m:.;,f gtone, striated
with gay eolors, beantif ully lmhmml and of the size of half
an orange. When those perforations’and examinations in-
to the interior strata of the soil, which-every where take
place, consequent upon habitancy and 1:1‘pmwrnu:£ shall
have been made, we doubt not that innumerable festimo-
nials to the past habitancy of this country, like those reci-
ted above, will come to licht. Such remains eannot Tail
to (,]Ju }H\i1 und reflection and solemn thouzht.” But it 1s
out of the question to think -of deriving from them any
theories or eonclusions more specific than that the country
vas formerly inhabited by races of animals, most of which
are now exfinct; and by races of men, in form and struc-
ture like ourselves.

CHAPTER XIII
BRIEF NOTICES OF SOME OF THE WESTERN PIONEERS.

ArrER all, our most interesting remains are the trans-
mitted examples and characters of our hardy pioneers, of
whom buta very few now remain.

From a near relative of Daniel P %)
to add a few facts, in relation to ife, in addition to
those that have already been recorded in this work: and
which dates subsequent to the period of his leaving Ken-
tucky.

Boone was a man of the keenest sensitiveness; and, it
{S S u(] used fo show great satisfaction at hearing any one
read the flatte ring and rather exacoerated and -rtphomm ical
account of hin, which, as original and authentic matter ap-

g, we are enabled
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proved by himself; has already been incorporated in these
pages. ‘All true.’) he used to exclaim, ‘No mistake
there.”  But, though ardently sensitive, he was not dis-
posed to be quernlous and-repining, although he used to
speak sometimes with strong indignation of those legal in-
tricacies and quibbles, by which he lost all the rewards of
his exposures, labors, sufferings, and dangers, in the first
settlement of Kentucky.

But having expended his indignation in a transient par-
oxysm, he settled soon back to his customary mental com-
placency and self-possession; and as he had no pledge of
conseguence remaining to him in the soil of Kentueky; as
4t was, moreover, becoming on all sides subject to the em-
pire of the cultivator’s axe and plough; and as Missouri,
still an unpeopled wilderness, lying along an almost unex-
plored river, exceeding a thousand leagues in length, of-
fered to his imagination a new Kentucky, almost promising
indemnity for that he had lost, he determined to remove
there; and, in the year 1804, he moved with his family
from Kentucky to Missouri. His character for honesty,
courage, and fidelity, followed him. ‘The country had
just passed by cession from the then French republic to
the United States.. But the Spanish and French system
still being in force, he was appointed commandant of the
district of St. Charles by the Spanish commandant. This
was the second district, in point of importance, in the terri-
tory ;-and he retained his command until the government
of the United States went into effect. His first position
was at Boone’s Liek, not far from Franklin, and about 180
miles north-west of St. Louis, near Missouri river. Here
he made salt, hunted bears and buffaloes, and trapped bea-
vers, undisturbed by white eultivators, as in the haleyon
days of salt making on the Blue Licks.

But these times were too happy to last; and French
hunters, and voyageurs, and coureurs du bois, began to
scour the forests, kill the bears, drive off the buffaloes, and
cut down the bee trees; and with their flects of peringues
ascend the Missouri to points, beyond where the stiffened
sinews, and the time-worn frame of the Kentucky hunter
permitted him to follow. The volatile and- babbling
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French, with their little, and to him di,spicai:lc shot-guns.
could inmn down a turkey ora wlumc whore: the rifle
bullet, tolmul\ 50 1!11&;‘1;11;{, now directed by his dim eye,
could not reach. It was in yain, that the hind ¢ sights were
rendered more conspicuous by shreds of white paper. No
vigor of will, no internal ardor of desire can re pair the im-
medicable and irresistible influence of time. And, howey-
er the heart and juvenile remembrances of _U muu migrhit

{ollow these brisk-and talkative hunters to e Rocky
mountains and the Western Sea, th[' sad consclousness
that years were stronger than'the subduerof bears and In-

dians, came over }11': mind like a -':iut[d.

Other sorrows came also with age. The British war,
with its imfluence upon the savage ¢ ‘!"”i‘ll‘i(“«' of Brifain,
extended even to the remote forests of the Missouri.” The
Boone’s Lick establishment was lu"n‘{tn up by the incursions
of numerous bands of murderous savages. Boone was no
longer able to malce one of the rangers, who pursued them,
and in some instances retaliated ample measures of re-
venge.. But he sent numerous substitutes in his children
re latives, and nei; llhuz Where he passed his time du-

ino the war, whether at the block-house at Cofe Sans
f)(‘_‘.v‘;a‘n‘,'!‘;.‘, orat St. i.‘]t::.:':-'.-c, St. Louig, or in Kentucky, ¢ 1uu-
notappear. Theugh it is believed ln* made salt at Boone:
f.ick no inconsiderable part-of the time, solacing 1'1:~ aged
car with :hzﬁ,m'.l.'-'. of his youne ii.l* s, —the howl of the noe-
turnal \mH' nd the war sonz o the pro; wling savages,
heard far away from/ithe ecompani r!nu*nlm of the whites,

When the writer lived in St..Charles in 181G, Colone
Boone, with: the return of peace, had resnmed his Ken-
tucky habits; and resided on the Missouri, surrounded by
the Elltl!!'u-l ns of his children and connexions, farming,
and stitl :1“111'" the trees for-ns \\-‘iiz'u-.:l' fire, into his court:
¥ dlLl, and ever y autumn retirine to the remote "'1" Mmooli-
illumined cities of the beavers, for the trapping of which,
age had taken {rom him none of his capahilities. * He could
still, by the aid of paper on his rifle-sights, bring down an
occasional turkey; at“the Salt Licks he still waylaid- the
deer; and he found and cut down bee trees, as readily as
in his morning days. Never was old age more green, or
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gray hairs more graceful. His high, calm, bold forehead,
seemed converted by years to iron. Decay came for him
without sorrow, infiemity, fever, or paii: and, surrounded
and cherished by kind friends, he died as he had lived,
composed-and tranquil. - This event took place in the
eighty-fourth year of his age, at the house of his son-in-law
Colonel Calloway, not far below Boone
1818. :

He was five feaf ten inches in heioht, of a VEry erect,
clean limbed, and athletic form, ac

:
’s Lick; in the year

imirably fitted in strue-
tare, muscle,
the labors, changes, and sufterings, he underwent. He
bhad what phrenologists would consider a model head; with
a forehead peculia rly-high, noble, and bold, thin and ecom-

ressed lips, a-mild, elear blue eye,a laroe and prominent
:ndecd 2 et -

onntenance, in which
fearlegsness and conrace saf enthroned, and which told the
1 | 2 1 - 1 31 ’
beholder at a glance what he had beer

chin, and a general expression  of

L, and was formed to

1y

ve.  Though ungratefilly requited by his country, he has

left a name identified with the history of Kentucky, and
with the founders and benefactors of our great republie, In
all future time, and in every portion of the globe; in histo-

ry, in sculpture, in song; in eloquence, the name of Daniel
Boone will be recorded as the patriarch of Backwoods Pi-

oneers. It issno humble fume to be thus commemorated
Dy ]_;'.'I'ii J'H rons:

Of all men, saving Sylla the man-slayer,
Who passes A

Of the great names, whichin‘our faces stire,

The General T}-.J.-.I:u'_. backwoodsman of I\.l.‘:zmclw,
Was happiestamong mortals iy where, :
For killing nothing, but.a bear or buck: he
Enjoyd the lonely, vigorous, harmless day
Of his old age, in wilds of deepest maze.

for in life and death most lucky

Crime came not near him 3 she is not the child

Of solitude ; health shrank not from him, for

Herhome is'in the rarely trodden wild,

Which,if men seek her not. and death be more
% : |

L8 . - . g8 g . . 143

Iheir cholce than iile, lorgive thewn, as beguil'd

By habit to what their own hearts abhor—

In cities cag’d. The present case in point I

Cite is, Boone liy’d hunting up to ninety :

cmperament, and-habit, for the endurance of
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And, what is stranger, left behind a name,
For which men '\.Llllll}' decimate the throng;
Not only famous, but of that good f: Lne,
Without which l'[rn_\, s but a tavern s0ng 3
“‘-un[:]v, serene, the dlll][]-.l les of shame,

Which hate or un y €’er could tinge w 1L.1 WIONZ;
YAn active hermit: even in age the child

Of natare, or the Man of Ross ren wild.

’'T'is true, he shrank from men even of his n: 1tion,
When the ¥ builtup unto his darling trees:

He moy’d some hundred miles off, for :,m,uou,
Where there were fewer immvs and more ease.

5 b he inconvenienceof'ciy 1

I, that you neither can i._:-- :a;k-n:--_,;: nor please.
But where he met the indivicdual man,

He show'd himself as

kind as mortal can, -

He was-not all alone: around him erew

A gylvan tribe of children of the chase,

Whose young, unwaken’d world was "1'*"'1}'5 new ;
Nor sword, nor sorr ow, yethad left a trace

On her '-'.n:-. rinkled brow ; norcould you view

A frown on nature’s, or on human face,

‘I'he free=born forest feund, and k eptthem free,
And fresh asis a torrent u1 a tree.

And tall and strone, and swift of foot were they,
”I’\Hn 1 the dwarfin: r city’s ]‘Z:].J‘ abortions;

Because [|| ir thoughts had never been the prey

Of care orkain; the green woods were their portions.
No sinking spirits told them they grew gray,

No fashion made them : rpes of herdistortions.
Simple they were; not savage; and their rifles,
Though very true, were not yet us'd for trifles.

Motion was in their d ays; restin their Jti]lh]u:,

And cheerfulness the handmaid of their toil ;

Nor yet too many, nor-too few their nimbers »
Corruption eould not make-their hearts her soil :

The lus t, which stings; the splendor, which encumbers,
Witk the free foresters divide no spoil.

Serene, not sullen, were the solitudes

Of this unsighing people of the woods.

Such is the splendid tribute of the prince of modern po-
ets to the pats riareh of backwoodsmen. Among the great
numbers of this country and foreign countries, whe h:wc
made the l{{:nt:_u.lx} hunter the theme of their narrative
romance, or song, we ought not to forget the poem to his
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memory, entitled, “The Mountain Muss,” by our amiable
and excellent countryman Bryan—a poem, which erities
having found unequal, and not always st triking or beauti-
tul, lle, consigned very unjustly to oblivion. We wish,
before we disiniss this most interes sting character, to set
one point at rest, which no biography of him, with which
we have met, has settled. He married Rebecca, daughler
of Joseph Bryan, Esq. of Virginia, oldest son of Morgan
Bryan, head of a very respectable family. She was born
near Wincheste r, in that state. . Buat, w hm she whas still

young, her father emigrated to North Carolina, where, on
the bmliw of the-Yadkin, Boonz saw; loved, and married
her. |

Jm-quem enquiries and opposite statements have been -,
made, in regard to the religious tenels of the Kentucky
hunter. Itis due to simplicity and truth to «'"1‘”, that
Booney little addicted to boolks, knew but little of the bible.
the best of all.  He \\u_nﬁinmml, as he oflen said, the
Great Spirit—{Hr the-woods were his books and his tem-
ple; a nd the creed of the 1“] men naturally became his.
B'I" siich was the tn =1.1, 1L 1} et ¥, il 1 kindness of his
life and -:u uxuuu, there can bb 1o duu’:l?lmd the gospel of
the Son’of God been proposed to-him, in its sublithe trath
and reasonableness, that he would have added to all his
other virtues the hizher name of a christian.

We have onlv to ad !, that the bust of Boone in Wash-
ing o, the paiafing of him ordered by the General Assem-
bly « .\Ihz_a iri, and the enoray ings -of him in gdneral, |

L

=

have, hi tamily being the judzses, very little resemblance.
Hw\ want the high port, and noble ch ‘e of his ecounte-
nance. In the judement ni' the writel !11_-: > 18 no better
resemblance of him extant, than the coarse wax fi gure of
him, in the atfifude of his fight with the- bear, in Letton’s
Museuin, in Cincin ati.

Nextto the name of Das el Boone, we know of no other
more conspicuous in the early -Iilll ila of the Pioneers, than
that of Simon Kenton. He was born May, 1750, in Fau-
quier county, Virginia. Slout in heart, robust in limh, he
was taught ncltlmr to-read nor write:-and his only heri-
tage was the. physical powers and capabilities of a back:
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woodsman. At sixteen the precocions infanf was violent-
ly smitten with a backwoods coquette. Another youth, by
the name of Lieitchman, seems -to have been equally fa-
vored. Leitchman, aided by his friends, watched his op-
purtunily, and beat Kenton severely. -The following
spring, their mutual claims were decided by a drawn bat-
tle. It was a desperate encounter, in which biting,
seratching, kicking, thumping, and all sorts of haclkwoods
annoyance, were practised tothe utmost. Leitchman had
very long hair; which the rustie fair of that day admired.
Kenton found me: ans, during the fisht; to fasten him, Ab-
salom-like, by this lone club of h: air, to a sapling; and then
Simon feasted love and revenge to the itll, and leaving
his rival for dead, fled for Kentucky.

From that time until the Indian wars ceased, by the de-
cisive victory of General Wayne, no romance can furnish
more ::I,Ili\i.ll‘:l[lf.'ii_].t_‘ll::‘?- of desperate and mortal encounter
with the Indians, hand to hand, and often when the only
alternative was the death of one party orthe other.  The
Indians finally killed his only cempanion, Montgomery,
and took him prisoner. Beating, torture, and menace,
were now his daily port tion; when atlencth a white rene-
gado among the Indians, toldthimn with a curse, that he was
fo be burnt. ~ Erom this dreadful fate he was m\'mi at that
time by the intervention “of “Simon Girty, who had been
his Ct}mpal:um in the days of his boyhood ; and to whom,
in this extremity, he made himself knocwn. He was des-
tined-a second time to the flames, and was rescued this
time by the mediation of Liogdn, the same chief whom Mr.
Jefferson has immortalized:-= Stil a third time the Indian
council adjudged him to the flames; and he was saved this
time by Dewyer, British trading agent among the Indians.
He ran the gauntlet, and was thrice bound to the stike,
where the faggots for burning him were collected. For
weeks his case vibrated between life and death; and more
singular and apparently fortuitous escapes have never
been recorded. - Reckless in bravery, and perfectly ac-
quainted with Indian stratagem, he was present in most of
the western encounters with the Indians, every where in-
spiring confidence, and always in the fore-front of the bat-
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tle. He still survives on the upper waters of the Miami,
in Ohio; and, like B one, has retained for his old age nei-
ther lands nor h"ncnwms: the only fruit of his to[l and
dangers being remembrance es, and the consciousness of
havi ing desery ved w ell of his country.

General Be: if:l'lll!l Logan occupies a prominent place
among the western pioneers, Ilu was of Irish extract:
and his father first settled in Pennsylvania, and afterwards
moved to Virginia, where the subj Ject of this notice was
left an mile [nheriting all his father’s landed estate,
b}-‘ the then law of primogeniture, he generously ordere d
it sold, and Uu. preceeds -equally divided among his
brothers and sisters.. Thence he became a Il‘l(l\—“ﬂi}d--
man and Indian fighter on the Holston. In 1775 D, he re-
moved to Kentuc kv, and established a sxm!l Evtrlwmnt
not far fromy Harr :!- urgh, called Logan’s Fort. From
this litlh 5 his name becomes identified” with all the Indian
contests. Many-of his exploits have already been record-
ed in Ilu se pages.  In fact, we have incidentally intro-
duced the prominent exploits of the greater number of the
western pionzers; and, as they are now in various ws LYS
made known to the public,we shall touch upon the hmtr[a-
phy of SOmE" of “those commanders, commissioned h\' the
United States, who led more consider: 1]110 forces .|rr:u:1ht
the Indians; .mtl who, theugh they conducted armies; and

fought battles, deeisive in 1@“11\‘ to-the final conquest of
the Inc imlh, are ]w.]u 8, less known to western: readers
than the - Indian fighters, who aspired to no more than
|J'1:'Ll;f-~r1 warfare.

At the head of' these we place General George Rogers

Clarke.. 'This distincuished western hero performed ex-
ploits which would fill a volume. - - IHe. was born in Vir-
ginia in 1750. ‘.'n. have no notices of him, luumna to
finding him a Colonel, in the service of Vi urrmm In 1778,
he conducted a rul.nhm* of families to the Falls of the

Ohio, whom, to secure them from Indian assault, he set-
tled on an isl: md in- the Ohio, near that place. His ex-
ploits at Kaskaskia and Vincennes, have alre ady been re-

corded.  In 1781, he received from Congress the rank of
General, and the chief command of lxultm_ln' To pre-
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vent the Indians erossing from the north shore of the Ohio,
to assail the settlements of Kentucky, he hit on the inge-
nious expedient of a row galley, carrying some swufcls
and artillery, and rowing up and down the Ohio. The re-
sult justified the wisdom “of the expedient. A formidable
Indian expedition was arrested by it; and, in faet, no con-
siderable body of Indians dared cross the Ohio, while this
floating battery was in operation. With a small body of
troops at fort Washington, now. Cincinnati; surrounded
by hordes of still hostile Indians, amonz-whem were 3800
fierce Shawnese, who exhibited much insolence and ‘me-
nace, he dictated the terms of a treaty; and astonished his
officers and ¢ companions by the calmness of his demeanor,

andst dangers calculated to appal the stoutest heart. He
died at Locust Grove, near LnLIhHHD the scene of his
early achievements, in February, 1817, in the sixty-sixth
year of his age. Bravery, w hich nothing ~could daunt,

and a perseverance whic h nulhm-r could relax, (Iccmuru
promptness, and great force of L]'l.l[d(.f(:']q together with pe-

culiar kindness of nature, were the characteristies of this
most fortunate and distinguished veteran.

Of General Harmar we only know, that in September,
1790, he was appointed by Lh!]”li‘“ to the command of
the U rnm._] !_1’05 troops at fort Washington ; that he con-
ducted an expedition- against the northern Indians, m
which he was defeated with the loss of a number of gallant
officers, among whom were Major Wyllys, Major Fon-
taine, .uu! Licutenant Frothingham, and 183 men. '

General Arthur St. Clair commanded the revolutionary
forces at Tieonderoga, in the year 1777, and conducted a
retreat, niarked by disaster, to the main American army
at | Il““’dh;"l He seems to have been rmFi;-:'J ly unfortu-
nate, though sustaining important commands through the
revolutionary war, and never forfeiting lw (nmul("uu of
Washington. In 1791, he was appointed to the command
of the north-western army. His forces consisted of three
United States’ regiments of inf: wniry, two (n:u yanies of ar-
tillery, and one of cay: try, and over 600 mil |t11 He was
defeated near the St. ‘;Luv with great slaughter, losing
four-fifths of his officers, and lm.nn“ half his men either

e L e e BT




[ 1
|
i -'. {
Bl

A

= =‘

-

2928 INDIAN WARS

killed or wounded. Of private q(lldl("i‘-. 550 were left

dead on the field. General St. Clair was acknowledged
to have commanded on this occasion with -great _|ud;;nwnt
and presence of mind, and to have exposed himself without
any sense of personal'danger. Iight balls pussed throngh
his hat and clothes, and several horses were killed under
him during the action, in proof of his personal exposure.
General W: ashington was blumed for 1,11.,“]1.11” to this
command an age 1l5 and more than all, an unfortunate offi-
cer. In faet, his misfortune seems to have been, to have
inherited that malign destiny, which was formerly sup-
posed to result from an evil star. He was tried by a
court martial, at his own request, and was lumomblv ac-
quitted—and he was afterwards Governor of the north-
western terrifory.

General Anthony Wayne was born in Chester county,
Pennsylvania, in 1745, His father was distinguished by
various offices in that province. The subject of this no-
tice was ap pointed to the command of a r gine nt by Con-
gress; and he was sent under ( wrwll T hompson into
Canada. In the defeat which signalized that invasion, he
was wounded; but displayed both rml:mn;, and ability; in
bringing off thﬁ shi TH{‘H‘LI American forces. He served un-
der General Gates, in the distinguished campaign in which
Burgoyne was made 1111%11(1 In addition to uncemmon
bravery, he showed talenisas an engineer; and for his em-
inent services, af 1!1r: close of the campaign was made a
bricadier general. At the battle of Br: imndywine, he dis-
played his accustomed heroism: but his detachment b emng
defeated with severe loss, he demanded a trial by a court

martial, and was honorably acquitted. In the battle of

Germantown, he sign: lized himself, received two wounds,
and had two hu ses shot under ]nm. In the battle of Mon-
mouth, his conduct received the particular approbation of
General Washington. From his glorious achievement in
the capture of Stony Point, one of the most brilliant affairs
of the revolution, he has been denominated ‘the hero of
Stony Point.” He was here wounded in the head—it was
at first supposed mortally. He called to his aids to carry
him into the fort, that he might die in the scene of hig “10-
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ry. Anumber of the garrison were killed, and 543 made
prisoners.  For' this achieyement, C ongress presented
him with a gold medal.- From his lthel announcing the
capture of the fort, it would | appear that Commodore Per-
ry’s famous bulletin was 1ot altogéther original.

“Dear General—The fort and garrison, with Colonel
Johnson, are owrs. Our officers and men behaved like
those determined to be free. Antrony Wayne.

His Exeellency, &ec. George Washington,”

He bore a cons spicuons part in procuring the surrender
of Lord Cornw L1!E1 He was eminently successful Ltitu'—
wards, in reducing the British and loyalists in Georgia,
where he had a number ‘of severe [)fulhm (nu.\'runuz't.
For his great services there, the legislature of that state
réwarded him with a \(Llim.lln farm. On the peace, he re-
tired to private life. But we find him afterwards a mem
ber of the convention of his native state; and his vote was
in-favor of adopling the present constitution.

In the year 1792, he was appeinted to succeed the un-
fortunate General St. Clair.  We have seen in what man-
ner he terminated the glorious Indian c ampaign, that re-
stored peace to the western country.  The Indians neyer
experienced a defeat so severe, as from the hero of Stony
Point, whe, from his reckless bravery, was known among
the ==01¢1191- by the name of «Mad .hl’]ltrli\. He died in
a log hu\. el at Erie, on the shore of the me, formerly
Presqu’ Isle, 1n his native state.  Not mnﬂf since, the bones
of the hero were removed to his native county, where a
monument, with a brilliant inseription, was 1¢u<~cd to his
mMemory lu the Society of the Cincinnati.

20
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CHAPTER XIV.

SKETCH OF THE INDIAN WAR ON THE NORTH-WEST
FRONTIER IN 1832.

I+ had been confidently hoped and predicted, that the
savages, within: the limits of the American territories,
would never again raise the tomahawk againstus. In this
hope, the event disappointed us. «The Sacs and Foxes,
who inhabit the waters of Rock and Fox rivers, claimed
a great portion of the country embracing the lead mine
district, of which Galena is the centre. The greater por-
tion of these tribes were fiercely hostile to us, and took
part with the British in the late war; and these Indians
seem never to have ‘entirely abandoned the hate genera-
ted in that contest. They had, however, made a treaty
with us, by which our claims to the lead mines were well
defined. The hostile Sacs and Foxes had become parties
to the treaty of cession, and had affected to be reconciled
tous. But it is now evident, that they still fostered deep
and settled purposes of revenge. These purposes were
secrotly fanned, by the circumstance that these tribes had
become an asylum for refugees of quarrelsome, reckless,
and murderous characters, who were outlaws from the
other tribes about them. Their hestile feelings had been
still further exasperated, by their being obliged to give up
to punishment the murderers of some Indians under the
protection of the United States. In addition to these
causes-of hostile feeling, the great source of Indian dread
and hate had opened every where in the vicinity of their
_ country. They saw the white settlements on all sides ap-

proximating and surrounding them. Galena, in their im-
mediate vicinity, had become a coasiderable town, with
at least thirty stores, and two or three thousand inhabi-
tants.. The country about the mines was rapidly filling
with inhabitents, who had planted themseclves in that
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healthy wilderness, either as miners, connected with mi-
ning operations, or as farmers to furnish produce to the
numerous laborers collected at the mines. ~ A number of
considerable villages in that vicinity, had grown up as
rapidly as Galena.

In another direction, above the Sacs and Foxes, settle-
ments were extending from Green Bay on lake Michigan,
sonth-west towards the settlements at Galena. Ina word,
the north-west frontier of Michigan, Illinois, and Missouri,
which all bound-on the lead mine country, had become to
the Indians what Kentucky and Ohiohad been forty years
ape : : e :

T'he war with these tribes, was ushered in with precise~
ly the sarae harbingers that used to accompany the Indian
wars of those days.  The savages were first seen prow-
ling ahout among the remote habitations of the whites,
moody and menacing in their deportment. This conduct
slowly settled into aggressions, such as stealing horses,
killing cattle and swine, and entering dwellings to demand
whiskey; and, in the absence: of the male members, me-
nacing and affrightening the women.  This order of things
continued nearly a year, before they proceeded to actual
murders. These slow processes of obtaining revenge,
suited not the thoughts of the reckless-and murderous fugi-
tives, and the abandoned young warriors among them.
With them, the first object was to goad on the tribe to that
aratuitous outrage, and those burnings a nd murders, which
should place them out of the pale of longer endurance, and
involve the absolute necessity of a war.

The leading war chief of the Sacs and Foxes at this
time, was a warrior known among the whites by the
name of Black Hawk, which is only the translation of his
name in the Sac dialect. His influence over his fierce
people was confirmed by the aid and counsels of his bro-
ther, the Prophet, a chief still more insidious, cruel, and
revengeful, than’ Black Hawk himself. Both these chiefs
are supposed always to have been in heart decidedly hos-
tile to the Americans. United to the Sacs and Foxes unr-
der these chiefs, were fragments of tribes of the Sioux
and Winnebagoes.  They had long practised horse-steal-
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g, burned some houses, and committed some solitary
murders, when their host EIIY was broucht to a head b".
the followi ing events. ~A-party of the Illinois militia was
collected near a body of these Indians. The parties came
in collision ; some “]\IlI]ll‘-ll[ll'T ensued, and two orthree In-
dians were !xllled In the exercise of their accustomed
policy, the party fled, to draw the militia into an ambus-
cade. As soon as tl]C‘V began to retreat, the militia fol-
lowed them tumultuously, two or three only together, and
at wide intervals; and one collection rushing by the other,
as they happene: d to excel in: the fleetness of their horses.
In this w; ay they pursued their foe over a wide pmulc.
entil about muinlfrhf they found themselves decoyed into
the: centre of-an Indian camp, whence a deadly fire” was
opened upon them, by which from 12 to 20 of their nums-
ber were !{illml. The remainder fled with still more haste
and disorder than they had advanced.

Aware that they were now in a position of open war
with the whites, they commenced their accustomed as-
saults, I)mum_gf.-.s, and massacres, along a frontier of 300
miles, from the borders of Illinois to Green Bay. Asin
former times, their vengeanee was indiscriminate and un-
sparing. - Old and young, mothers and infants, the sick
and decrepid, were alike the victims of the merc :Ir‘:s toms
ahawk. Burning and devastation completed their work of
murder. On Indian creek, a tributary of Fox Riv er, they
liu’un ed a little settlement, murdering 15 persons. M. de

St.Orain,, Indian agent to these Indmrh, and of course, by
tlluu usages, a person considered inviolable, journeying in
company with seven or eight men, was fired upon; and,

along with two others of the party, slam. A series of

murders, the details of which have not yet been presented
to the public, were perpetrated in' Vermillion county, on
the Wabash, and along the northern frontier of the mine
settlements; and such was their audacity, as to fire upon a
steam boat dtw ending from Galena to St. Louis.

A harmless Dunkard minister, well known to them, on
a mission in that country, was assaulted and slain, when
on his solitary route.

Among a series of assaults too numerous to particular

[
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ize, none excited more sympathy and regret, than that
upon the family of Mr. Hall, living on [ndian Creek. It
was an educated family, nl dnu_li in €o I lition and ‘man-
ners beyond the wrlflhu backwoods settlers about: them.
Ofthis numerous L’um!\.. {wo sons, that were at work in

a distant field at the moment of ['m ;,_:;'.-:;L:_::i: were spared,
and two daughters were made ¢ aptives. - The rest werc

all mardered, including the hasbans L, vife, and children.
"The young ladies taken  prisoners, are said ‘to have pos-
sessed, at least one-of them, unc o ];{,l'::ul wal beauty.

In earrying them off; the Indians placed each upoi a hotse,
led by an Indian. Others walked ’._,L.-_-E_is.: 't's;;a-.j to keep
lhuu in the difficult places on their route. from filline off

At l“éi--: a ledge was set apart for them, de
the sleeping plaees of the warriors; z'-.aizi elderly squaws
were assig med to sleep o 0 e: ach side of them. { hey were
offered their full share of the usual iu:ll.m '-vu;_!: which con-
tinual weeping, and the natural I_;: ief meident to Ihf;ir Con-
dition, |,.u.{,nh_d them frem taking. In no instance did
the warriors offer them the Lifmud,wt ihdelicacy L=1 mpl rf-
ment.

The . to siinated their journey in the interior of Black

Hawlk’scamp; 2 1)1'1:51LEI}I‘.1 on a sort of island in a vas! .«"ﬂ'un‘]p.
1 lLliLL_,?‘:“:lLJll' oIl L\’CI"{ "i lL‘ save. one; '.'.iL'. 111L1 C HLI] be
ap 1lluulLllL 1 only tlirough a miry an I dangerous ford, No

post could have ]JLt_,ll selected more secure and impregna-
ble. 'They were ransomed through the z'-nlf‘tu ion of the
Winnebagoes, who seem (o have been a sort of equivocal
allies both to the Americans and the Sics and Foxes, ac-
cording as Success or llli_”lC st pwmm--f-r:-::.ci.!. Buat the
ransom was found an al Tair both of 13 ficulty and expense.
A young warrior of rank claimed the Fluiﬂ’: mer caplive
as his prize, and showed the utmo ! reluciatce to giving
her up. A ransom lo the value of 2000 dollars was offer-

ed, and ten horses in addition for 111--. young: lady claimed
by the warrior. To all this, the W ml*._ll.‘.”nL' , whom the

-

Sahes dared not affront, were ohbliced to add  menaces of

joining the \nwumlr, and rescuing tlw young ladies by
violence. They were finally ransomed.” Dut “the young

warrior, fierce, ayaricious, and forlorn, insisted, as a sou-
20%#
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venir from his fair captive flame, instead of her scalp, up-

ont cutting off a lock of her hair, which he said he intended
to keep, as a trophyat once of his valor and his love.

The sparseness of the settlements in that quarter, and
the great distance from our. military resources, rendered
the chastisement of these murderers slower-than could have
been wished; though, taking the circumstances into view,
1t was more prompt than could have been expected. = The
Iliinois militia- was promptly called ouf, and volunteers
flocked to our standard. The eprn crop in that quarter
had failed the preceding year, and it was found difficult to
obtain sufficient resources to keep the militia embodied.
Nevertheless, they were soon driven by General Dodge
from the frontiers to their fastnesses in their own country.
A steam boat, trading on the waters of the Mississippi to
Prairie du Chien, on the first.of August 1832, and while
40 miles above that place, discovered a large body of Sacs
and Foxes on the eastern shore of the Mississippi, sup-
posed to be their-main force. The company considering it
their duty to be first in the attack, fired upon them, killed
a.number, and put the rest.to flight.  We quote the ac-
count of this affair, as related by the party, and as an amu-
sing bulletin in its kind.

“Prairie du Chien, Aug, 3; 1832.

DeAr Samvern:—I arrived at this place on Monday last;
and was despatched with the Warrior alone, to Wa-pa-
shaw’s village, one hundred and twenty miles above, to
inform them of the approach of the Sacs, and to order
down all the friendly Indians to this place. On our way
up, we met one of the Sioux band, who informed us, that
the enemy was on Bad-axe river,to the number of four
hundred. - We stopped, took in wood; and prepared for
action. Yesterday, at four in- the afternoon, we found
them, where he stated he had left them. As we neared
them, they raised a white flag, with which they endeay-
ared to decoy us.  But we were too old for that trick, and,
mstead of landing, ordered them to send a boat on board,
which they declined. After fifteen minute’s delay, to give
tnem time to remove their women and children, we let
slip a six pounder, loaded with cannister, followed by a
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severe fire of musketry ; and if you ever saw straight blan-
kets, you would have seen them there. I tuught them at

anchor most of the time; and we were all much exposed.

Thave a ball, which ecame in closé by where I was stand-

ing, and pa%‘sed through the bulkhead of the wheel room.
“(, fought them more ‘than-an hour, until our wood began
to fail; and night coming on; we left them, and went to
the prairie. ‘This affair cost them twenty-three killed,
and a proportional number of wounded. We had a single
man wounded. The next morning, before we could get
back again, on account of a hugu\ fog, our ‘whole army
was upon them. We found them at it,and walked in, and
took a hand ourselves. 'I'he first shot from the. Warrior
laid out three for them. The army had eight or nine kill-
ed, and seventeen wounded, whom we took down with us.
One died on deck last ni; rl1t I assure you, my friend,
there 1s no sport in iwlmnw Indians, punruLnln at this
season of the year, when the grass is so brizht— We
brought down thirty-six women “and- children, who were
prisoners.  We had sixteen regulars, five nﬂum,n, and
twenty of ourselves. There was no small whizzing of
bullets: - Every man, and even my cabin boy, fought
well.”

The officers of the militia in the vieinity, among whom
General Dodge stood conspicuous, rendered continual and
the most active servicesin this campaign. Generals Atkin-
son and Scott, of the United State’s army, with their com-
mands, hurried to the scene of action. General Scott,
with a respectable force from the quarters of New York
and the lakes, was unfortunately delayed, and his forces
diminished, by the breaking out of ‘the cholera, 1 a very
mortal form among them. He at length arrived at .the
scene of action; and his troops being united with those of
General Atkinson and the partisan militia, formed a force
gufficient to look down all opposition. The brave militia
had kept them at bay; but were not in sufficient force to
penetrate into their l.lH'IH?f—‘.’-‘CH. As soon as they discov-
ered what was their inevitable fate, 1f forced to a contest,
they attempted to retreat to the vast wildernesses west of
the Mississippi; and with a well imagined policy, and a
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230 INDIAN WARS

perfect knowledze of that difficult country of alternate
rnountains and swamps, took to these wild, and as they
ll;mli' deemed, inaccessible roules to a 1u=uhu army.
But they mustook. Their enemy hung close upon their
rear, oyer mountain and moor, and 111.mw|1 the ravines and
defiles. Seeing the probable issue of the war, the Sioux
and Winnebagoes fell upon them in the hour of their extre-

mity—the latter most thanklessly ;- for, it is affirmed, that
their counsels to the Sacsg and J,-‘:w.-n: 11'- n the be Umltl“
had been to fight it out. . A party of Sioux fcll ulmn one
of their wfluutm r bands, pained a most decisive yictory,

killed two hundred, and took forty prisone I, anong w lum
was Na-o0-pope, the lmrnlh , and brother of Black Hawk.

About the same time, ade tachment from Gassville encoun-
tered a war party of Sacs, and defeated them, killing
twelye and taking some prisoners,

The battle, to which allusion Wis had in the steam-boat
bulletin, is "I+Lll in lLL, accounts of tlte day to this amount.
On July 28 and 29, Generals Atkins m.} osey, Alexander,
and D JLI.'_'_"_.'.. crosscd  af iiu 1C1130., to.the north “-HH. e of lllL
Ouisconsin, whence they ‘marched ina northerly divection,
and in a short time discovered a large Indian trail, hqumg
north of west. “A forced pursuit was ilutau-*li'm-i*.' com-
menced: and on the morning of the second of ’111*}11@!
they were overtaken five Ini‘“‘ from the banks Ul the
Mississippi. -General Dodge’s squadron ‘led the attack, and
tha Indians were driven from hi |[ to hill, until they e: l.l]lL
to the river, where they made a tesperate stand. Find-
10 liluu% lyes, 1L-.‘.‘-.'L-'.'¢-:', defeated at every point, they

hlml red at length into the water,—men, women, and chil-
dren,—in tlu lmpc ol u:,.me‘ the fire of their assailants
by divi ing. The conflict lasted three hours. "Fhe troops

of the United States ]U.".:. twenty-seven in killed and woun-
ded. The Indian loss could not be exactly ascertained;
but it must have exceeded one hundred and fifty slain; and
fifty of their women and children were taken prisoners.
Black Hawk is said to have fled up the river in the nidst
of the ficht, leaving many of his valuables behind him,
which were found on the battle ground.

This battle was decisive of their fate. They never
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made an effort to rally in force again, Their renegado
allies had already shrunk from them. ~ The Sioux, many
of whom had shown equivoeal deportment and double
dealing between them and us, begged to be allowed to go
in pursuit of ‘the fugitives. The Winnebagoes had taken
most decisive steps against them; and, after their barbar-
ous usages, were daily bringing in their scalps. They
killed Stack-ar-ka-pee, a leading Fox warrior. The Me-
nomonees, too, came in to hunt them dewn: Some prise-
ners brought in, informed, that before the encounter in
which General Dodge had defeatéd them, en the twenty-
first of July, they had lost two hundred warriors, beside
the women and children, drowned by the sinking of their
canoes in the Mississippi.  Nof long afterwards, the head
chief, Black Hawlk, Ne-o-pope, the prophet, and -eleven
other head chiefs, together with fifty warriors of less note,
were taken prisoners by the Winnebagoes; and delivered
up to the Indian agent at Prairie du_Chien. The fifty
captive warriors were dismissed, on their giving pledge,
that they would remain hereafter peaceable. The Black
Hawk, Ne-o-pope, and the other eleven chiefs were sent
down the Mississippi in a steam boat to St. Louis; whence
they were sent-to Jefferson Barracks, there to remain
prisoners, and hostages for the peaceable conduet of their
tribes, until a permanent peace should be established with
them. Among the effects of Black Hawlk, left behind on
his retreat after the battle of the second of August, and
which fell into the hands of the Americans, were certifi-
cates of his good charqeter, and of his having fought
bravely against the United States, in the late war with
Gireat Britain, signed by British officers.

The war of the Sacs and Foxes was, ‘unquestionably,
one of pure aggression, and entirely unprovoked, the lands
which they claimed, having been sold by themselves;, and
the consideration amply and promptly paid. Never were
gavage aggressions more cruel and wanton, than theirs,
upon the inoffensive settlers of the frontiers of lllinois and
the north-western territory. Many families were_ mas-
sacred, and settlements broken up, before retribution
reached them, But when it did come, it was derisive
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238 INDIAN WARS

and final. These tribes, which, for thirty years pasf;
have hovered round our frontiers, like wolves, sometimes
restrained from murder through fear or interest, or tran-
sient policy, but always hostile at heart, at length provok-
ed their fate, and are now so broken down, as never to be
able again (o raise the tomahawk, except as solitary and
vagabond murderers. The pioneers of  civilization in
those remote forests and prairies of the north-west, need
never fear that their tranquility will be again disturbed by
the Sacs and Foxes. The uncertain and equivocating
Winnebagoos, and Sioux, and Menomenees, have had a
stern. lesson -hefore their eyes, of the promptness and
power of American chastisement; and the impossibility of
eseaping it-by being cheered by the smiles of the British
traders, or by their contiguity to the range of the British
north-west trading company—a lesson; which, we trust,
will awe them to quietness, until our settlements in that
quarter shall be so dense as to leave no apprehensions from
savages in their vicinage, however diposed towards us.
Black Hawk and Ne-o-pope are shown at Jefferson Bar-
racks, as fair samples of the unsophisticated red men of
the north-west, .. Black Hawlkeis considerably advanced in
years, we'believe, turned of sixty. He is well built, of
the middle stature, with an aquiline nose, a plausible and
rather cunning expression of countenance, in which he
seems to wish to manifest moderation and benignity. The
head is larce, as larse as a phrenologist would desire;
but, unhappily, with a forchead singularly retreating, and
the back part of his head greatly superior in length and
volume to the fore part. Indeed, destructiveness is de-
veloped in his cranium to an inordinate degree. * Yet the
warrior, the commander, the chief among the fiercest of
the red men, the man Who- could 15sue tho -most terrible
war-hoop from the prairie, in view of a peaceful Amer-
ican - settlement, or who could utter the most plausible and
moderate speech before American agents—all these capa-
bilities sit enthroned on his countenance; and are legible
by an ordinary observer. Nature has strongly marked
him a chief. Ne-0-pope, the prophet, is a malignant, fierce
looking savage, in whose countenance knayvery, and pre-
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{ension to sanctity, and the iastinct blood-thirstiness of a

wolf are curiously combined.

We need hardly add, that within two or three past
years, a new experiment is'making upon the red people
included within the territorial limits of the United States.
Territories, marked by specific geographical limits, are
assigned them in the immense regions west of the Missis-
sippi, and of the settlement of the whites. These loca-
tions place them between our exterior settlements and the
Rocky mountains, where a boundiess region of prairie
opens before them, furnishing the only hunting grounds,
that -are, to any considerable degree, productive within
our territorial limits. Partof the Cherokees, Chactaws,
Chickasaws and Creeks, and nearly all the Shawnese and
Delawares, are already removed there. Itis expected, in
the event of a pacification, that the Sacs and Foxes will
also remove west of the Mississippi.

It is now a vexed question, debated with intense inte-
rest, and no little asperity, whether the remaining Indi-
ans in the limits of Georgia, Alabama, MissiSsippi, and
"Tennessee, ought or ought not to be compelled to join their
brethren, who have already removed to the country as-
signed them west of the Mississippi. On the one hand,
it is contended, that the country, which the Indians above
specified, inhabit, is secured to them by treaties with the
United States, in which they are recognized as an inde-
pendent people; and that being unwilling to remove, we
have no right to compel them to that course. These ad-
vocates speak of their impfovements, their cultivated
farms, manufactorics, roads, bridges, police, and their es-
tablished press. All these astonishing germs of Indian
civilization, will be, they-affirm, extinguished by their re-
moval. They are at once becoming christianized and
civilized. In the western prairies they will again retre-
grade to savages and pagans. Worse, if possible, than
that; in that country of sterilitv, they will perish misera-
bly either by war with the other tribes, 1nto whose territo-
ries we have intruded them, or by famine. They add
numerous affecting moral arguments against the measure,
closed with the touching one drawn from the considera-
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240 INDIAN WARS OF THE WEST.

tion of*removing them from their venerated cemeteries,
and the bones of their forefathers. : :

On the other part, the advocates of removal contend,
that the states, within whose limits they reside, have per-
fect sovereignty in their lands, and an undoubted right
either to'compel their submission to their laws, or to re-
move them. They state, that it is impossible, that the Indi-
ans should exist, as an independent. people, within the
populous limits of the whites; that collisions, murders,
escapes of fugitive slaves, and the operations of laws and
usages so essentially.different, as those of the white and
red peaple, will forever keep alive between the contigu-
ous parties, feuds, quarrels, and retaliations, which ecan
never cease-until one of the parties becomes extinct,
They state, that commissioners, who have been sent to
explore the country assigined to the Indians, who have
already emigrated, find them generally in healthy and fer-
tile countries, satisfied with their condition, and advancing
still more rapidly_in agriculture, wealth, and civilization,
than theirbrethren east of the Mississippi; and, that their
removal will advance, instead of retarding these improve-
ments.  They expatiate on the Jiberal price paid for their
relinquished lands, dnd the ample appropriation made by
the government for their removal. One party sees no-
thing in their removal, but oppression, violation of treaties,
and of the faith of the United States, cruelty and perfidy
on our part, and: on theirs banishment from their homes
and the graves of their fathers, poverty, famine, degrada-
tion and utter extinction, chargeable to the ingratitude and
tyranny of the whites.

On the other hand, the advocates of removal see the
race perpetuated in epulence and peace in the fair prai-
ries of the west. Here they are to grow up distinet red
nations, with schools and churches, the anvil, the loom, and
the plough—a sort of Arcadian race between our borders
and the Rocky mountains, standing memorials of the kind-
ness and good faith of onr government,

Non nobis tantas componere lites,

FINIS,
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