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“ONE NEVER KNOWS,” 55

with me, but I suppose it is for Elsie’s sake she
stays. She can’t see that the mite is fading, and
it 1s her only consolation.”

“She wouldn’t knock scandal on the head by

bolting from her home, you little simpleton;”

was Mr. Merton’s reply.
- “And she can’t quell is. by continuing to live
there?”
Mr. Merton shrugged his shoulders.
“If you ask me, I think Lady Sidney le Brun’s
is one of those unhappy positions which mean

J SN 5

scandal and slander whatever she *does.”
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alsa freeze. ao--Oh. we’*'re;mive tha
. : v f 119- Thmrsnpon we.
1nte the waoda with an axe and sa.w,«
flarity stops there---
The esewj:ial thing apout WOGdOhQi.pl"lg-'-dnd anvthjng else we do here---
start. It is easy to understand thzat bird end worm affair but
. are pretty well establis&ed and Will wait till at 1aast ‘noon,
] : ateo
By the time we set to the woods We are gold so the boss and the. guaril
{ guiukly chop dowr =z tree so that we might build a fire. - = .
‘ Prom the wsrm spot we selegt the trees we are to vietimize ana ,
set to work. The boss goes off %o One side a8 he does not wan% to slow
us down by getting in our waye. 1t i8 not long ‘we @zn hear T }s rhy § ]
_lixca strokes aud the orashing of undé rmnec tree
4. B8 we start to hack at the s=nliRg r axes are not Sharp
enocugh, ‘but added vigor can overeo ;

Twenty winutes finds the tiny tree with a well ba‘btered butt. It looks
mach as though an epileptic beaver With a bad case of hiecoughs had gnawed .
theres One spot, Where by chaﬁce i inad hit twice, is a.lmost halfway ‘thro
8o we are not discouraged. , ,

After anotWer session at the firgs— : iII*--W%@ return to the
tree and again start to work. y .

: Pinzl1ly our big moment arrives and stepping bae i_e let out 2 mightv
: shout—-—«"TIMBER X :
Tith a soft Thud the tree tormle
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How ig it alsex Tush
ewich gets fatizr: -
and Paul thinner-—-
and yet both eat
from the same par-
cel? e

- e e e e we

If Joe Byrne, Good
ime Charlie fiom
harles City, does

not ston bidding

7 ~ clubs without

the combine will

give him a B clubd

response.
©1f~nade man ‘Bil = S JOTTOrsS of
‘082113164 Tahow. “1 ?¥e d_before
ooy ,d»IabQI,“fagéffbb/§bur story,

& . 5 3

- e e

e

HSrOOming
éghe in
“‘tO‘hayelcliff

Sheehan says he couldn”t
orash the lobby of the
Belvidere Hotel« The ho-
tel is in N.¥Y.-~-They do
net have one in Union
City, He:dn = /7 - ~
Giles--feoen Wweet~-Lamb had betisr ve
caréful or & csrtain chorns girl from
home will take agvantape of him.

e e e awliweamiey

1f Rudy =~-Chapter Nine-- Gollomb does
net storn his bedtime stories, thers

will be a wass wéeting in 10 barrack.
By thz way, Rudy, is Chuek Kouchnan®s
singing as bad: as his stew? © + - - -

-"‘-An'-‘----‘;-v‘iri---——-.-—--.
Pime is turning the Silver Dollar inuto
a2 phoéney buek ~-Olive Ovle is a phoney
ek, too-- Exchinge it at the hank,
Weorge. A word to the wise is suf-

fieient., Do not be penny wise.

D P e et

B s A an wm s e e W e e e
Do you objeect to th: old fashioned
way? Qony --3irth Control-- Aterno:
gseg” "My country first, my hair sec-
ond and 3 youngstsrs per fauily."

D R e L O i S e S e P e e

Larry Williams is back from III - B
and is as pro English as ever. His

fayorite dish now is Limey Beans.

. accordionisties.

Now we have two examples of that
"Great Big Olean Smile." Introducing .
George Cottone. Smile for ths guys,

TR e s e s e we e ww ae e

There was a post arbeiter named Hnss,
Who each evening cereated a fuss;

As he anters the door,

He’s greeted with & roors
"Got: any mail for me? why, you iash:

I e e - 0

Bill Harriigbon and Barl Conitlin

have developsd & new bridge system.
§o far it has cost them a earton of
smokes and .z dozen D Bars to vplay it
Gilbert Clerk is a Seraanton favelon--
ment. I8 it true "It 1éoks 1like rain
in’ gheryy blossom lane,™ Junior?

Lo R e BEAY B~ S e < G S OU Rt o e R O

e em ew e - e ep e sem e — e L

in bafraclks 14 ars bother-
ing Jevson,, Lynn =sné Rarl, Thsy
must be flving micé to get on
the top bunks so edsy. The fol-~
3 "ahe them on hands znd
: whels nite thrv. Baiiin-
& better mousetrap, souicone , and
those three big game hunters,
sentioned above, will beat a
1 %o your doors. ‘

o T A e 1 ol sl 2 S e LR 2 g A

L imermun has bsen driving the
- poys at the Green Post oraszy,
Siinee Red has started teaching hit
ITf he pgetbs & couvie
vleats on hisg stamach, As Il
like an sccordion.:

nore
look

e o T e

0"Brien is tough on e roow o.d v
lies: Scraps of discsarded hors.
gsystems cover tha whole sisls in
front of hig bunk.

e T SO

The Medies had
& Parisisn at<
noespherc New

Years five, fron

gbizer g to




"Soplaizcs iat begsexr" says
BuTya. 1i Jyacgice nekes perfect
s should be bedridden by NoW.

"I want a group," cried ex-groud
leader, "Colong P R R Ve =
entire gectiocr

raft. (dox Ke

The populatio:

\ certainly be 9

Letter from Kotaando 1530 ©o. fiv /' Sem LiBertl e

Ted Cross danta Culu¢e, Gunnar / oralnb to what
Drangsaolt:

70: The 2nd Aes’t to the no Ass’t Poor McGuire: T3

competent mam: . : 7 a garbaze collect

Dear Gunnar. Santa CL ause: / Anyvody desiring
send me oume dirty shirt, send LR aille sygsem, Pl
me “en sich man pareels-21-Med. % ) He clains ge“fec@
parcels(Clan ¢ un) Wheie the \ W\ ing fue geavg 0L
“hell 1= pux il and we wand -} seuopoliouse 4uri
soie coniec bookg. Micie; mouge (% =
pre’erred. Send 21 more Xues QgD Wheneven '
pargels. We wand to elebrate . | - talkings«
our commrade’s Yo-g boo. 1 radio </§ we Lnow w
ané 21 pair ice sketGes(nockey | N AGiwre WE
gkates) » o cuell osore 0ot sug et Yron
{they don’t newve 00 be big for "
i+ want ©to shool lame Cuck :5)
gaw, 1 wire cutier (to
: ef) Would a;“reo;a
To-;oy-juice saat
¢a71nc around (wit; £5.0;
o included) Send us some 1
g ;65 we are Sihort of meat.
~e %0 send e Gye ior Laste
1 case g M Zor Independsncs
i c»ould be eno¢h4)
B foi et nue X
nc.“dr next Xaes
wich blaek-0: e wenw uO
sehool end can't real in the day-) Phers was a
‘unless nite lamvs are srovided) - Otate
¢ Disese sendG us goae galtastexr or /‘ N'" :or Vil G08

Leals Braey iance sl
pﬁ“thhe Uara—b*00ﬂ0ﬂ~
.LJ.e AF \/;.Ll Cat DA
mbition is 6o ar
eNal “;s rouurnﬁ%,a o
& = COJOILV :r;‘ll’lé

L

Wierkins hend louion.” Wc un one aav
Tiacse requiyuents DECEsEa i

a

: AN e \l g
anv Zoomendo successful. \ 3

do you know of a Lo Wé now

¥iTia

Sivig ox Gue Kouwine i /h\: UDon nibas

|

{h \ o GO 3
| 3 s
= ¢ oie i optingly “noﬁerei,

ln; : i R -!.' rail or i 1 1 i ll-L -
little Ga -0ix R ng LErs G it :’ Ve 5l
lF\BO o] 7 >/ 3 a. §ROH U—..A.J.’l.\_ﬂi’:‘\ OVCI‘, k'eilu RECE ‘u\':}'
0 ¢\ sleeo. :
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like 69 Lear iion
b T 0D tooyuhvr wien bosi
mire Swate.
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The nerrv Melodiers—= he, Hamper— -
ctein Hams jn Disguise--prssent Kris
Kringles. Krazy Kupers, 2 Christmas
yrodug¢tion in the true S“lrlt of the
hollﬁav

Scope ofie Pindd we atAhe ze70 hour: g

Seven minutes t¢ closing time on *
Christmas . Zvs. . The lask ch;nce-to by
that gift for the old: Ma“d naxt door.
~~fever thought, i< Cl@ Hag would send
we & gift-=-and Sehinds the eounter, &
gum chew1ug——1* yerbohOI packages
come: in--wige craking slaleslady=~
Tommy Spagoue--—w.o wi“l Neve you, mour-
ning.foxr ner poer % tas males Tin-
7 gerie JaJer-~w113ur Ulﬂdiauﬁ-« : ‘
Hext, we nove o/ o CUlet Christnas
houe. WNever a ho was like tuis
any bBve, ec“ecljll Christuas.
Sulliven lesds thie Vieniise Shour—
J.Bra“eh——ln & 5r0hn of
1avely carols- k& ohcir consists of
towell DLynn, ko “t ternhartt. uwtevs.
.zer, Jack Chazony lob opegone ¢ Wil-
vludla“c wig Geory ?ork. “hev

ab

o

sters-~africa

S EERe

4ye basn. borrowed from Phil boetalny’s
1 pirl orcjlestra for this “rrformunca

WitH'Ixure ce Jepson lead—
iolin,,011£’ horiux,
5 violid,

ragwe, trumﬂ~t Ieo Boxl, gui-

wus,"lovos
’}‘W“é tunes with the
2160 jammlug it

o
.,',;1

,out mith ﬁ

: g Lﬁlht S

eonisvas ‘& 7

manner oL

of a more G
talo“honn goot

i for Bl -cneore, g
. hecessuy glmmlousf

imitation
S eent e

‘They re telling

wWoC=

S ouqt14v

Sosld i 70v

nentally

Prepare to laugh and
songs pluch

turn home, as nOataiglc
at your heartstriugs. 7
AS you leave the theagtre 1 can
hear you saying, . 'Home Weas Never like
This, Thonk Godwn i :
To tuose on rommando, the cast
sxtonds a hearty, Merry Christmas
Hupey ew Yoar, znd singerely.
nopes that all wlll soon be togethor
holdlng a raal £ib rxcln Jam--session
soons
sftar-s0 long = bims, (ths Words 1o
“1" Pirst Indroduction To You" have
been written Vary 'good too. NO
dounst, meny of wou. hOYVS rerember the
tuns 4r1t+“a b onry aceordion *]L““r
¥orsisi. #Words zre by Sp8gons
1 g@z 8 at the Sturs thut Were shlnlng
g above s

e VAR M 7 o o S e S

to cling to vou &and
all you lovv :

811 Neaveén Bedg at ny rirst
Yo You %

H0 theat you ' ve made me & v1ct1m of
JOUr Cuarms

1’m wagting you %o b3 ¢or gvsr in ay
arms .

I fell in love since My First Intro-
dustion to you :

Indrbductio

I see you in my drsuns, dear,

.nd you've ¥s3it - with just one fear
fhat somecny you Will leave me .
With 211 my love a shubterec mewmory
50 1igten ongey end don’t let
thisg sver bhsi 7

3emcry

ser,

th:t nsg no end for

e

sines Jy flr v Iﬁﬁro-
duction Po You.




Gin T ol
: Open}ng on Phanksgiving Day apd Featein
contimuing ug until Suadey nits we izaﬁujug gjléj 5&{? ?Eg%day,l finished
had cur first exposition at btalag : T R e ke pde biE
TI3. & lAnitsé ssetion ia ome of our my Chrietmas shoppings 2892, "o, i
_ parracks was cnclosed in blunkets, o rids, shivhe for Pac fnﬁ a3 L
simulate an ert gallery, such &8 might for Mothets OF SO0 %ougrn b
be goen in any amerigen Oor Buropsuil I sswing all @ lowy JOF SR8 - 5 o
E Citys dHers, tho efforts of meay <f will gst gapr preseny Wy Jo8 Tl
our fellow priscners were @isplayed We 11" txy Gg mako GUOEE 9%¥A: §2r§32~
< for the entortainment and snjoyment el o -
of ekl ~ : :EI?
2 7 > S £ ; - =t ok g 1d =y Yo sthar?
The brilliznt neribage o Waiexr 2 ,?G?Q?r E?rw}fbt-ho%ﬁd Z'tagket;.
clor which Homer left ws, found ver- Lo e ok SEEE {e“tﬁo Yy
cus exorsssions in thp btelag.. for R e e S
.mpla, Schwirtz Gisplays lucic dra- a nickle, ¥0“-Gh?dpek*33;;f %imo T
v s1tmenship and sglective roslism in natches ?gd ?z i?nﬁf ;i Wféandlgﬁ;i~
eontrast to Wwolff s romentic suolion- Teok % 1l (e Sl o b
alism. & painting of Wolff s whieh . pPoYS. DOH,’L NEENY » B has 4 g
sttractsd mweh agttoation and approval <
was & PV B en b ol tho L ; >
bﬁszgdﬁigi CJ‘ud;és e Sl qﬁﬁnghad fua thut New Years 100 . ‘You
Pns Amsriczn seulvtor, 3890 tho got & litiie tivey, apd wanted.tg ?lt
19ttér h&if of e 1;ﬂméégﬁgg S that nice ©1d poiiceman who wiskad ,
T ile ST I i : SRS £ AT N AT o a2 X |
sdds little tec the signifieance of we = happy Hew Yefir. NI oS el
eou s an o it attor with you and sorba plgased beoanse JOU-
= B R Py TN : = cayo g0 jeslous OFf M.
the Civil “ar that Lmericsa Hevlptor-— ﬁsro e )
ing eamo intd “rominence. Pisces of It R 1fts &
modern scul ®rving #werc contribmt=d by 55 met hurr? tommrag ?Zogé}tipggé
Prank Trampus and Thomas Giordzno. ?f%% Off e 3??' aaﬁﬁiugig'homa'gg
mhe works done by Trampus were, MEothor o 1'_§Jca“¥”‘ ek ol 1eft.
and Child,” "Zerack aad the kiss,” me. JUsh ok i wero WHOING |
ané W odon,  Giordano”s cfforts con- e ool ola cr?zy. 1;r§§pcn51 'u%
sistéé’of é nStatue OF Liberty 5 loveubls goof that means £0 mwuca 0 mas
x ’ 1 2 32 ; . 4
we . s R (T 107 o : : e S . TR
Eplgder’c Bust o o i igag(;rry Christpus, doar, wad 2 Huppy
Thors was a fine aisplay oX pen and Yoy Year ¢ : X ,
penecil skstches done 0y Herwizond . o 4 g
Most prominerient smeng his pen sketehes AS Byery
were those of sfricu. ine peneil i i 711 My Tove
sketeh that eccught svsryons & sye Was e 5 X &
that of a reclining nucs upon & divar. rdae . A
s1s0 thersc was a.sPIeadid-assortment R
nf ezrtoons and comic slatehes by Sil
=nd Jobb, depicting scenes about camp
ond Gpawings gleaned HYel oUT bmerican
(omiec Lirips. ; : o D : £
I have'endeavored'through this art Sxposipion 0 bring you souwe of the
- work heing dons 0 PCi’s at the otalag duriig thoir leisure time. It is
hepea®at thoss of you to drew, will-avail yourssld of the ma-
.'?gi%%} b 2 hgve,‘andf"f~ - youw will bs surpriced -at the speed with
s Wil ur apti % —-Georg@\ﬁllisfﬁm. ~ &

o Flre

mas anfd every night

o
G
e
=

With you again.ﬂ 2 iy 5




"Tucifer” and "Pooth
Less" alwavs heat their
guns when the  trees knoagk
over the wood-piles, It s

| better than beating some

- things we know--or do

hey? ‘

GEGIONZELD
moted to Mess sgbt. He specizlizes in
soup potatoe and potatoe scup.

How coine every tine & broken watch -

ie brov:ht to those two repairers, Hoach

and Sowers, they say, "Thc hair soring
is broxen?" They ought to thin of a
new gag or grring. Lifforts are hsing
made to ship them two wagzon lozus of
said springs. : ' %o
Incidentally,

- 8end Delprete a bi
rosr, S0 he
beeutiful. 4 o
strains himgelf every
Teening tryjig to see

Sl i =t 1ittls
d mbiryore Wanity,
Vit 211 is Vanity™

‘Ealls they call their
» ¥youbls with the same
1 sond von some of our "Spesial.

‘re slso going to
Tt. by 6 £b. mir-
imself looking

r
5
h

headse. We: v
thing boys;-
 fop heart troubls, constination, bun-
. fons and 2 goond drunk. . — _
2 the oat‘§ having a tough pime‘qf try~
inz to decide who it loves Pne MOT e,
Young or Fisher. Myself, 1's ratier
ep on the floor. Fis o
Sleﬁgyburn and Greeling are frying pan
hounds. To be distinguished from chow-
hounds . v ) : :
What’s this gy Myers gobt? He's al
ways getting &1 the mail. Must be love,
Huh? : e
 We tried to get sonething on th}s
guy Greewell but we can t. He eeens
too Just an-alrig%t guy.to -
BOSSOW-~-They can t seen t
minds shout the spuds: They p%ay THide
and Seek” and "Button, Button” with .
them, try to lose them and ete. The.
bovs say they don’t mind it helps £i11
5 their spare time. - e
. They say Walf's got the itch--or it
has him—--from hezd-to toe. ifho s.gct
2. sxtra pair of hands to helsp hlm’
. soratche
The "Corp" is alw
‘arm but the kid can

-

+ tale it.

E~-Uar]l Anderson hus been pro=-

;ﬁdifn Swamp Water™ which is also good

ake up their fiesas

avs racking Bailey s Oesterreicher has the

¢

¢

v

Poor Diaduk he ean say "Helle" in
three langusges but he doesn’t Imow
' Which of the three he’s tallking. :
M%ght be embarrasing kid, wateh your

ateo, '

The "Kitehen" inquest was a vie-
tory for our teum., They ate the cake
and the boxes. -
DAGAROSE T imber Jack" Planglky is
getting to be juite a lumberman. o
alviays was a lumbering ¥ind of =z ooy
He c2n yell "Timbe=" now 7ith the
best and even know what it means

"Georgia” is the favorits piece
of susic heres Well, I guess even
Georgia is nice.comparsd to this.

Classical susic doesn’t go too
here. What’s the matter "Loug Hairs"
e pet vou? o
b1f eves and
ok haire
. e pOys go to sleep with "Jan-—
gled Nerves” and wake up with"Wite-
mares." -

We hope GChangy Harris doesn’t

"Soko s" Ed fynn, the fire chief :
~effects but heSfire-chief-
vE > Revier now.

A

‘-ﬁﬁlizeﬁgoes” for that fer-~

antan anotler msed to,
those cigs. S o cic e
smoke himself to death, but thes bov: -
might croak from cvereatings
"Give meo liberty or give up sleg

.ses” says Peldhiausen, the comoany
6lerk, Guess it"11 haye to be giusses.

“ Dwayne Long says he s beeu cow :
taker so long that his teats are be-
ginning to' give milk %00. e
JERSKEWITZ~-The hoys picked up the
German language. They understand--im -
the order of théir imnortance, Essen,
Feierabend —guitting tive, Fertiz end
Zuntag -

LB

felanus— "Bovs the
are really
both~- .
don,
them
out
start
matches e >
where they re going, %hat Larns my
arme :

"I

Mmoo Dt
can gsee him play with thggp'
fleas—— in the wee hrg. of 1'e Wuoits

 One
__,_!":'1 (%




ATPE~RISTCW—-Who gave Murphy the
neme of‘ "loneyv-iaker” and why?

Para~trooper Fleming has won
recognition as a "agon huster. One~
a-weelk Fleming he’s known ass That
is alright, Xid. It’s better than
“being a hall-huster.

© The big mystery ent-hors is:

Does Shorty Ellis shave the hair
off the meat nefor: he eeoZs it,
DX mikce ve ran?

Pyt. Hat
and chow f£P° .
_ sweating o S'°
- probably goimg To U
<home« e

When it comes to singing Christ
mas carols Otto beats them all. Or
.is he getting the beating?-

~Lil Abner spent s0 much time in
jail and infbreayind out o1 iuem

w i onlv about 24.
. Orehids to Glendon Holloway for
those Sunday Morning 3ible readingse.
: ml\leChOv«-Why don”t you boys "Ifix-
np" that shell shochB fugitive
from a brothel? You’ll probably
" have to hold the candle for him t00,
TMunk and Mavis are grealb pelie~
vers in the old adags: "A bird in
the hand is worth: two in the bdush,”
It’s no good Zor us, our stomachs
can’t oot usscélto thit stop—and—go
eating .
Mizva ~uts the boys 1
~with his © man . Showss

i Bt er the waz:

‘4n the mevies,
Vince

onner pas

e go in

‘selves.

piature before going to bed make

your dreams any sweeter, Pete? Or
does it put museles in your handsx‘P

-his stuff away.’

'%mr%vcamwyiheCer
will need a G.I, truck to cari™
He saves every-—
thing from rags, to riches--Cee

Horatio Alger--
RBOHNITZ~-For those who know to..cc
best=-It"s Bvans 2 to 1. He iT
soon need that six eartons or
butts Jack Rosendegll won. Jack is
doxho fiae at the Revier now.

He who laughs last is silly to
wait so longe. "The liousehawk"
isn“t doing so good with his apple
polishing. ©Smoke those eigs your-

self, Baler, Max no difference.

"Ton Chaney" the Iowa Corn=-
husker, sure differs from the ITon
who terrified our fathers at the

cinema. His crazy postry has the
boys horrifiecd.

WISHBUHR--The boys lock like a
reszl garrison.outfit in dishbuhr-

thoy &ress only in-G.I. clothing

‘fow. Mo hédve any other on 18
“Vﬂrboten¥ Oh vell "alles is

;,//ilt“r‘ our repre-
. Kaintuelzy, is mak-
the "Prees™ these
S some pretby oA
& them :
are putting the
ce to kiek in an
: amg buy some heer, bu
_20.  That’ s the-matter—wemee 0 -
you not lilke heer, or do wou 1“°t
like those mar¥ks wmore?

Goodran is the Kommando' s Re“~
brandt. His stuff is good enough
to rate with any we’ve Scen.

Corn-bsef-gravy-like-Mothe r~
used-to-make.. §=«+ on the shingle
to you birds, is the favorite
dish out heve. Anyhow, it gsticks
to your ribs--in faect, they’'re
thinking of using dynamite.

One of the most tired boys out:
here is Wells. He sleeps until 2 .
P Sunday afternoons, and then
keeps everyone' awake until 2 AM
Monday Morninge.

Junge znd Chance are in the Re-
vier, and doing CK. Xcarthur is
out and d01ng 0K, In. fa6tv ail are

s
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“ One never knows,” 11,
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TALAG
UFT III

THE SECRET STORY
Arthur A.Durand

The mundane reality of wartime cap-
tivity was endless, but, oh, what the
Allies-accomptished with-all-that-time—
on their hands!

Reviewed by Harold C. Deutsch

Among German prison camps in which British and Ameri-
can soldiers were held during World War II, Stalag Luft III
has claimed particular attention. In America some of this
derives from the movie The Great Escape, in which fact was
freely mixed with fiction. Author Arthur E Durand serves in
the U.S. Air Force but is also a professional historian. In
writing Stalag Luft III, he has greatly benefited from the
unique way in which the inhabitants of the camp maintained
records and managed to communicate clandestinely with
their home countries.

Durand gives us a comprehensive survey of the experience
of Stalag Luft III prisoners, from capture to liberation. Most
of those who landed there had previously gone through Dulag
Luft, the famed interrogation center for airmen near Frank-
fort. In the earlier war period, the questioning of prisoners
there was a somewhat bumbling performance with scant
results scores of prisoners became hundreds and then
thousands, procedures became increasingly sophisticated.
They benefited much from the accounts of German prisoners
who had escaped from Britain and described more effective
procedures there. Durand concludes that, in later war years,
German interrogators usually got what they wanted. Curi-
ously enough, officers yielded better results than noncoms.
They seemed to feel that their breeding and background
demanded a verbal duel with their questioners.

“Country club’

Stalag Luft III provided the least unpleasant experience for
prisoners in Germany. Harboring only officers and noncoms,
it was not a work camp. With their Western prisoners, the
Germans broadly observed the Geneva Convention, by which
officers were paid. In this camp, they donated a third of their




salaries to their noncom fellows. Red Cross and family parcels supple-
mented rations to a point where the prisoners generally ate better than
German civilians and even the camp staff.

Allied prisoners in other camps envied and somewhat resented what
they heard about this “country club” establishment. Thus, it was by far
the best equipped for sports. When weather favored, the playing fields
hummed during daylight hours. The British favored cricket, rugby, and
soccer; the Americans softball, football, and hockey. Competition was
so fierce that the compounds would maneuver to have top players trans-
ferred. Equipment was lavishly supplied by the YMCA.

Stalag Luft IIT also had excellent educational and entertainment facil-
ities, but these did not differ so much from other camps. What it most
stood out for were plans and preparations for escape. There were 262
actual attempts, and many did succeed in getting out, though few made
it out of German-controlled territory. A chapter on “Covert Activities
and German Countermeasures” also deals in fascinating detail with the
truly marvelous gathering of intelligence and its transmission to Lon-
don and Washington. Much was data of real value for the prosecution of
the war. It led to such highly successful air raids as the destruction of an
officer candidate school and the flattening of a huge factory complex,
extending five miles along a railway track. Information was communi-
cated in such ingenious ways as coded messages in ordinary letters
home. ;

Personal factors played an enormous role in making the camp both
livable and a continuing contributor to the Allied war effort. Both
British and American prisoners had extraordinarily capable and inspir-
ing leadership. Some of this was the pure luck that newly arrived senior
officers usually turned out to be natural leaders.

A certain chivalry

Parallel to this happy circumstance was the superior character of
successive camp commanders and their principal subordinates. Most
notable was Colonel von Lindeiner, a gentleman of an old school. His
basic directive to the German camp personnel was a model of decency,
humanity, and a certain chivalry. To newly arrived prisoners, he would
say that he intended to treat them as he, in their place, would like to be
treated. In the end, what was considered as his excessive leniency led to
his removal, a court martial, and a 12-month sentence of fortress arrest.
Small wonder that von Lindeiner and three of his top aides were invited
to the 1965 reunion of Stalag Luft III prisoners.

Still living survivors of Stalag Luft III will be thrilled by many
reminders of what was often the major, if not the most pleasant, experi-
ence of their lives. Prisoners who endured the greater hardships of other
camps are bound to be less happy. Many“of them have, over the years,
already expressed a certain indignation that the histories of this camp
give a false impression of prisoner experience in Germany.

About the Author: ARTHUR E DURAND, currently serving on
active duty in the U.S. Air Force, has a doctorate in history and political
theory and has lectured widely on history and political and military
affairs.

About the Reviewer: HAROLD C. DEUTSCH is Professor Emeritus
of the University of Minnesota. Retired from the university since 1972,
he served on the faculties of the National War College and the U.S.
Army War College until 1985.
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A sampling —

_ “*Gambling and assorted schemes
repeatedly appeared in spite of the fact that
they were officially banned. In November,

1943, an officer from the Bronx introduced

a numbers racket in Center Compound.
The camp administration, Foodaco, and
the camp newspapers all frowned on his
scheme because it threatened to monopo-

~lize the medium of exchange — chocolate
_bars and cigarettes — and the first immedi-
ate result would have been the end of Food-

aco. The Bronx promoter planned to net 10

- percent of all the cigarettes and D-bars in

the lottery, which would be run daily. Stat-
isticians in the compound figured that the
whole market, including the reserve held
by Foodaco, would be in his hands within a
month.

“Colonel Spivey repeatedly reminded

‘the prisoners of the unique circumstances

existing in a prison camp. And even though
money had little value behind barbed wire,
there were some unscrupulous men who
would not hesitate to take every cent a fel-
low officer had earned while a prisoner. He
stated that checks written against future
deposits should not be given — there was no
guarantee that they would be honored once
the men returned home. He urged the men
to use their common sense and keep all card
games on a friendly basis.

“The men generally heeded his advice.

There were exceptions, however. One man
ran up a debt of five million cigarettes.
Another example involved money but, if
anything, it reflects the prisoners’ basic
sense of honor. As the end of the war
approached, numerous pools were begun
based on who could come closest to guess-
ing the actual date. One such pool orga-
nized in Center Compound called for fifty
individuals to put up twenty dollars each in
the form of checks written on banks in the
United States. The checks were handwrit-

~ ten, many times on old scraps of paper. The

officer who won the lottery was able to cash
all but two of them, netting him $960.00 out
of the $1,000.00 pot. In fact, most debts
incurred in camp seem to have been hon-
ored after the war.”
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