





Springfield, Ohio,
Jan. 12/:1917.
Dear liother:-

Well, I am once more getting down to work. This week has
been pretty busy, and the last two nights.l have been kept up
quite late. However, the rush is over and I shall sonn be going
along as wsual. Last Sunday I was suddenly called to preach at
one of the missions here/. The Job is a thankless one, neverthe-
less I went because no one else could go, and I did not like the
idea of the people coming out and having no one to preach to them.
I used an 0ld sermon, so the preparation was very little. And it
-Was Just as well, for out of the eighteen there about sixteen of

time.

4

Dr. Newve; & 1 Fessg here who teaches us German, came up
to the room yesterday. He wants mo pPre: in German at oﬁe o
the churches here in town in about
church has left, and the
since a gregt deal of the preaching is in German, this part will
fall upon those of us who are in the ¢ i} lass. I told the
Doctor that I didn't know whether I could get ready in time for
that, but he fecels sure that I can. So in sbout a month from now
I am to preach in German. The whole liturgical service will, of
gourse, also be conducted in German. But that part will be easy
for me. The hawd part will be the sermon. For in the German
churches the people do not like it very much when the preachers
use notes. So this means that I will practically have to memorize

germon. For T cannot spesk German well enough to speak

on the spur of the moment. I'll have to have everything

out before-hand. Anothﬁr thing that will put me back is




people are very "low" Germsn snd have been used to—that preaching.
And of couree the only German that I can give hem will be the
"high", and the result may be that they may find it hard to under-

1

stand me. Another thing that I told Dr. Neve is that they may

o

find my pronunciation rather queer. But he said that this doe
not make much difference with German congregations. They are

not nearly so particular about a person having a foreign accent
as we are. If a man speaks German with an English accent that
does not matter th them nearly as much as it dees to us to have

a speaker with a strong German accent. So there is some hope

for me. I shall not write out a sermon myself for thhis. Dr. Neve
has given me g book of German sermons and told me to look over them
and select one that would be a good one and them just memorize
that. Well, all that I have to say is that I have some work shesd
of me on this.

How-are all at home? How is the baby? I am feeling well,
only a little stiff. Grover Strubel and I have started in the
men's class at the Y.M.C.A. here and we are both stiff from the
first night's work. But we had a good time. They played some
base ball, and I enjoyed that immensely. I am going again this
afternoon.

lMother, do you think that you could have a box made for my

Vietrols .recorés? I should like to have the box measure

on the inside. And could you just pack my chafing dish in it and

send it up to me that way? And when you do this please send me
two pillow slips, and an o0ld sheet or just a piece of one for me

to use in pressing clothes.And also send me a couple of my summer

undershirts and drawers too, as bome of those that I have are
beginning to wesr out. There is nothing else that T ean think of.
Well, I must stop now, as I have to get ready to go dow

town. Best gf lpye to each snd every one. Haven't got any work

yet, but think that I see some in sight. : o tw s p
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Springfield, Ohio

s

Oot. 1 A93%
Dear Mother:-

I got your special delivery letter this
afternoon, and hope that you are not very much
worried about me. When did you last get a lﬁtter.
from me? I wrote one just a few days ago telling
you what you have found out in such & round-
about way. I am afraid that your hearing of my
coming home in the way in which yow heard it
would cause you to worry. I wrote you at the
same time I wrote John Gardner, telling you that
I wanted to come home. And I remember that I
addressed the lettér carefully. It seems that
the mails are very slow and unreliable. Your
spe€ial delivery letter should have gotten here
sooner than it did.

In regard to my sickness, it is not really

serous. I was simply run down from the work

of the summer. My trouble at present is -that I

get nervous so easily. I have spoken to the Dean




and told him that T want to take a week off and
rest and he says that I ought do so by sll means.
I was over to his home just last night and had

a long talk with him. He spoke to me very nicely
about my work out in Peabody this summer. There

has just been a notice in the Church Work and

Observer about my being'at :‘eabody. I have not

yet seen it, but the dean did, and sroke to me
about it.
I was out to rreach on St y. I went
Vandalia, just a few miles notth of Dayton.
It is Frank Pryor's o0ld charge. The people
S 1iked me very much, and I enjoyed the Sunday
~ there. However, the trip was a little more
strenuous than I thought it would be, but as
I got rather liberslly paid for my services I °
was glad after all that I went.
Must stop now. I just wanted to get a line
to you so that you will not worry. Must send
this off righg now‘so you will get it. Love to

all.
Hurriedly,

Ivan.
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Springfield, Ohio,

Oets 30551917,

Dear Lother: -

I have ntt delayed answering your letter through
carelessness, but because I have been waiting to find out
some things. I may es well tell you now as later what I

am going to do. I have written to John Gardner &sking hLim

to secure Synod aid for me. I thought about this for a

long time before deciding to do this, and have come to the
conclusidon that under the circumstances I am not doing
wrong. I have been unsble to get anything to do here

and so have no mesns of earning any money. And since things
are so it means that I would have to borrow about $200

in ordexr to come through. I was speegking to Grover Strubel
about the matter and he raked me over the eoasls for not
taking the Synod aid. And that is what John Gardner did
last year when I left for the Seminary here. And you see
that if I were to borrow such a sum of memey this year

and some more next year it would mean that I'd have a debt

of at least $866 on my hands when I left here, and that

’
would be quite a drawbsck to say the least. So I have
decided to teske the synod aid. Othersare getting such aid
and I frankly believe that I am deserving of it as much
as a good many, and more than some. I shall write to Dr.
Waltz and explain to him what I am doing so that there
will be no misunderstanding about me on his rart.

In regerd then to whet you are to do, pleacse let me

have another #100. That will make $200 that I have of you.




If I find &ater that things so come out thet I can pa

I

$100 back to you, I'll buy & bond and et you

this last
have it. That is, if I get from the Synod what I expect

to get, I'll not need this last $100, and so can return it
to you. However, I do not know definitely just whet amount
I'1l get. Nor do I know Just when I am going to get it. So
it will be best for you to let me have the extra $100 now.

't will make then $200. Have them place it to my account

so that I can draw on it at onee. In regard to settling

for what I have borrowed now, that is the interest, just

pay it and let me know what the amount is, and I'll let you
have the money at once. Please drop me a letter or = card
at once, telling me what you have done and when I can draw

on this second $100.

I have & lot to tell you and the folks at home, but
I'll not do so here. You don't need to tell them that I
Have written this to you. So I'll reserve my other mews for
a letter that will go home. Am very well and getting along
finely. Best of love and kisses, and many thanis for

your helping me. And I am sure that you know that I will

&\ﬁ”?ﬁ-&/\/

P.8., - Pemember me to Mr. Deter and Mr. Westermenn and Nr.

never forget it. With much love,

Schneider andMr. Kelsall and Charlie and any others that

may ask about me. I am going to write Mr. Zoll & note soon.




Sprin;field? O,
Qet. 86 1940,
Dear lother:-
It hardly seems that two weeks have passed since I wrote
a letter home, and yet this is the case. I want to tell you about
my trip out with Dr. Neve. We went to Greenville, Ohio, vhich is
nesr the Indisna linme. e had & splendid time. We had to leave
here at 5:25 in the morning. I certainly had to get up before
breakfast in order to catch the car. We went by trolley down to
Dayton, and from thére took the trein. When we got to Greenville
we had an automobile ride of several miles in the country before

coming to the church. It is a small church, and & rather small

congregation. Yet they are comfortably situated, and the ehureh

although small, is nicely and neatly furnished. We reached there )
Just in time for Sunday School, and the people wanted me to make: f
a speech to them. So I takked to them for sbout ten minutes,
kidding them along mostly. I am getting so that I ean do such
things very comfortably now. I told them about the First Church .
at home in Toulsville, and then of the little church where I was
this summer out in I1linois, and told them how muck better their
church was than the one out in Illindis. And it really was. Dr.
Neve afterwards said that he was glad that I spoke on thisg, for
he wanted them to have gust a little more pridé—in their church.
We then had the chmrch service and Dr. Neve preached. He galled
on me, however, for a few words after he Tinished. T gave them

a part of a sermon that I hed this summer on Luke 11:9-10, and
Dr. Neve said that they were very much impressed. Then we w=nt

for dinner. Dr. Neve wen® with one family and T went with another




named Steffens.

g big and yet that did not keep MNrs.

o

s

from coming to church. They had chicken asnd cream gravy

b T4

and mashed potatoes snd other things. I hadn't had anything to

eat sinece five that morning and had traveled from sixty to
seventy miles, so you sag bet that I was hungry and I sure did
eat. And they were true country people for they enjoyed seeing

me have such a good time. After dinner Mr. Steffens showed me
about the farm. It is a fairly large and prosperous ohe. They

had a mighty cute little puppy too, ene that was sma2ll and fuzzy.
Well, finslly we set out for the church for the afternoon session.

It was severla miles from the church but they had a big ecar, so

the distance was soon eaten up. We had quite 2 meeting at the

church that afternoon. It was to be a sort of rally of the young

people, and T was to be the orator of the occasion. Unfortunately
it rained a little Just before the meeting, and that spoiled the
crowd somewhat. However, we had a much larger crowd that I
expected to come. In the meantime a quartette of boys from the
college had come out to the church. They hed more trouble in com-
ing than we did, and they reached there just in time for the
beginning of the works- They-seng, the choir sang, Dr. lleve spbke
a few words and then called on me. When I was making out my
speech I remembered something that Br. Fenner had said at our
church a number of years ago on three classes of people in every
church. He said that they were the workers, the shirkers, and the
Jerkers. I did not remember anything else, but that was enough to
give me a start, so I made them a speech on that. I was supposed

to speak only about twenty minutes, but when I finished I was




surprised to find that I had spoken for a half hour. And yet I had
held their attention all the while, and Dr. Neve told me after-
wards thet the people were greatly pleased with me and what I had
8aid, and he also was very much pleased. The boys who had come
for the gquartette also complimented me . After the service they
gave me an envelope with money in it, and when I counted it out
I saw that they had given me $5 and a little more than my ex-
penses. So they were very good to me. They also had six big
boxes of lunch, one for Dr. Neve, one for each of the boys in the
quartette, and one for me. We used up some of the contents on
the train going home that night. The boy who took us to the
train in his machine has been in Louisville, and he and I had a
little mhat on the subject. He has a married brother living
there; it is on Stiltz Dand. His name is Selman. Do any of you
know him or know of him? When we got in Greenville Dr. Neve
wanted me to meet an old German pastor there, who is a good
friend of his, and who was a class-mate of his in the seminary
over in Germeny. He is a Dr. Ortlepp. He is a splendid preacher,
and in the line of German homilébics (the study of the construc-
tion of sermons) he is about the foremost authority in this
country, and is recognised over in Germany. He has written a
number of fine books on the subject. When I was home once I
spoke of the fact that good Lutheran pastors were not ashamed to
preach in small places or country churches. Here certainly is an
example of that fact. If Dr. Ortlepp were in almost &,y other

denomination he would be trying to get a job in some big city

churéh instead of staying in an obscure country charge. And yet

he is doing a big work there, and, through his books, over the

whole country. Unfortunately Dr. Ortlepp was not in, so we did




not get to see him. It was almost an hour before the train was
due, and we had that time to wait. We were both tired so we

just went down to the station and waited there. I got to know
Dr. Neve in & way in which I never could have known him otherwise
and if the trip had done nothing else for me it was more than
worth while for just that alone. I could see into his life as I
had never seen before. He is & man who is a deep scholar - the
whole Lutheran Church knows that, as well as other Bhurches. And
yet his religion is very real to him and means a great deal. If
he has any fault it is that of being too conscientious sbout
things and worrying about them. He became very eonfidential, and
told me some things that were very pathebic. One, for instance,
was his treatment, and the treatment of his family, by some of
the people here because of his being German. In regard to that

I challenge anybody to find anyone - American or other - in this
country who in his heart is more patriotic than Dr. Neve or who
loves our flag more than he does. It is simply narpowmindedness
and prejudice, and having the nature that he has, Dr. Neve is
far more hurt that the averagé person would be. On The train
going home we had a big time. The four boys from college were
there too/ and they sang most of the way home. I was with them
for quite & part of the way and sure enjoyed it. Thé people on
the train too enjoyed it, and were surely amused at some of the
fool stunts that those boys pulled off. And doing as we did, we
advertised Wittenberg quite a bit. It was almost ten o'elock
when I got home that night, and I was mighty tired. I didn't
wait very long to snooze after I hit the hay.

Last Friday night fhe Neve girls had:an informal rarty at

their home and I was there. We all had a big time. Jc%}fkjL
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Field, @hiay

éc. 11071917,
Dear Mother:-

I have j:st had = most exciting trip. It was to gpper

Sandusky, in this state, to preach. I waﬁs regily to leave
‘pringfield on ‘aturday afternoon at 5:20, =2nd my Big Four train
did not leave till almost eight. Of course, I had %o wait at the
station all the time in order to be there when it did leave. Bmt
I had company, for one of the “em boys was there waiting for. an-
other train, and also Rev. Hersh, the Missionary Spperintendent
0f the Synod here. Well, I had & midnight wait of two hours in
the northern part of the :state, and finally got to my destination
over three hours late. I put up at the Hotel there, which is
owned by the superintendent of the funday School. I got five
hours' sleep, but the weather was fourteen below, and I shivered
most of the night. I preached for the morning service, gnd the
people liked me very much and begged me to come back again when
I could. The rest of the story can be made brief. My train home
was supposed to leave at 1:29 in the afternoon. After wgiting

at the station almost all of the time I finally got away at

s fTew minutes past mid-night! The train that I was on had to go

through snow drifts six feet deep in some places. It would run ;@_

into the snow till it stopped, and then back up and ram again

till it finally got through. You can guess what it was when I

tell you that the train that I was on was composed of just

three coaches and had to have two engines to pull it. In one place
we were held up by a freight train because the engine had

pulled the end out of the first car in the train! Finally we

got into Columbus at




Upper Sandusky, to sgy nothing of how late the train came in

at that place. Well, I hoped to catch a Big Four teain there

’

which hed come in from the East four hours late. The blooming

ahout two minutes too soom. So after
three trips through Columbus in weather that was eight
below zero I finally decided to taske the Ohio Flectric car to
Svringfield, and just did bosrd the car as it was about to start.
Of course we lost a little time on that, so I got in town here
about eleven o'eclock. In other words, I got here about sixteen
houre later than I should have done. One of the
boys who works at the Hotel said that the teachers in the Sem
were anxious sabout me. They knew that I had gone and had not
come back yet. I missed three classes this morning. But the trip
was good fun. I saw a lot of new country, got plenty of new ex-
check
periences, and married back with me a f#ip for twelve ddllars.
I have some good news to tell you. I =2m going as a dglegate
of the Seminary to a conference in Northfield/ Massachusetts .
There will be only fifty_seminaries of the country represented
at this convention, and ours is one, and I am the delegate. How-
ever, I shall have to pay sbout thirty dollars of my expenses,

but. the trip will be worth far more than that to me. I shall

risit Princeton, Washington, and New B the wag. Will tell

Jou more later. VA :

Must stop now. Carl Nielsen is here visiting me. He came

last night while I was away. Best of love to each and every

Alwsys lovingly,

o B |
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