September BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 18th Sunday
256, 1932 Southern Parkway, at Evelyn Avenue a. Trinity
Iven Heft, Pastor

mPOﬂANE:: THE CHURCH SERVICE NEXT SUNDAY IS AT 10:45 A M., AND AT THIS HOWR
FROM THEN ON. The schedule; Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Church Service, 10:45 A.M.

HOLY COMMUNION will be celebrated at the Service of October 9th, at 10:45 a.m.
The SENIOR & ALPHA LUTHER LBAGUES will mest Friday night at 8, at the Church.

The LADIZS OF THE PASTOR'S GUILD wish to thank all those who so kindly helped
toward the success of their Chirken Supper on Friday just past.

"THE FIRST CHURCH IN THE FIRST STATE IN OUR UNION"

A few days ago there camo to the Pastor's desk a leaflct with an exccllent cut
of a very beautiful Church. Tho Church is apparcntly an old Colonial Church, and
those familiar with the history of the Lutheran Church in America will at once
recognise it as the Church built by Swodish Lutherans in Delawarc some 234 years
ago. And yct this Church, old as it is, is not the first Church built on this
particular site, as thosc same Swwdish Luthorans had horc built, mony yoars bee
fore this, the first Lutheran Church cvor to be built in Amcrica. In tho yoar
1698, howoveor, thoy replaced their old structurc with the prescnt morc substan-
tial structure of stono, which thc passage of ovor two centurios has but served
to boautify and makce morc vencrablce

In the yoar 1787 Delawarc ratified the constitution of tho United States,bcing
the first of all the original colonics to do sos Accordingly Delawarc is rightly
claimed to be the first state in our Union, and as this Luthcran Church was tho
first Church to bc built by any denomination in whot is now the Statc of Decla-
warc, it muy justly be called the first Church in the first Statc in owr Union.

The Luthcoran Church in America has a history of which wc can woll be prouds
Othor Churchcs have hoble heritages as well as ours,but nono noccd lay claim to a
noblor. ours is the first purcly American Church, that is, tho first Church to
bocomc indcpendont of Buropean ccclesiastical control. This was donc 41 ycars be=-
foro the original colonies formod thomsclves into o nation, and our Church is the
only Amorican-controlled Church that antedates tho birth of our country. Wo wero
an American Church bofore tho United Statos of America was a nation. All other
imsrican Churches have come since the founding of ournation, and of course,thore
are some Churchos in this country not yot indupcndent of Europoan control.

The roots of the Luthoran Church in tho Amcrican continent go back much far-
ther than this. The first distinetive statcment of faith of any Protestant Church
is the Augsburg Confossion, the confossion of the Luthoran Church, given out in
1630. mven before the yoar 1530 Lutheran rofugecs from Surope had scttled in
South Amorica in what is today Brazil. iWhon, long months aftor its writing,ncws
of the Augsburg Confession came to thesc pioncors, they immediately adopted it
as their own statcmont of faith, thus linking thomsclvos at once with the Rofor-
mation movomont in the Huropc from which thecy had conc.

The Lutheran Church is the first Protestant Church in the world; shc is tho
first Protestant Church on the Amorican continent; she built tho first Church
of any dononinction in the first Stetc of our Union.

We have placed in the Bulletin Board @f the Sunday School roonm the picture of
this ocarly Church for thosc who wish to scc it.

Sunday, October 2nd, is Promotion & Rally Day in owr Sunday School, and Loyalty
Crusade Offering Day in our Church.
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When the rew Church was built the congre egation elected two “bu:lemg super inten-—

Meny historic namss are found oh the ministerial rnll or elsewhere in the
records, particularly the communion lists, There we giants in those days, and
leaders of the Lutheran Synod of the West, and the §; of the Bouthwest, whose

focal point was often here in Kentuecky, labored worshij in the old Church.

In 1911 the Olive Branch Synod of the Lutheran Church committed the care of this
venerable congregation to Bethany Lutheran Caurch of Louisvills, and the eld work
is now being revived. All the ILutheran Churches of Louisville and Jefferson County
are preparing to celebrate, on Reformation Sunday, October 29, 1983, the Centannial
of the laying of the old cornerstone on October 23, 1833,
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in 1911 the Olive Branch Synod of the Lutheran Church committed the care of this
venerable congregation to Bethany Imtheran Church of Touisvills, and the eld work
is now bsing revived. All the Lutheran Churches of Louisvi 1lle and Jefferson County
are preparing to celebrate, on Reformation Sunday, October 29, 1933, the Centannial
of the laying of the old cornerstone on Qotober 28, 1833.
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Tn 1911 the Olive Branch Synod of the Lutheran Church committed the cars of this
venerable congregation to B 7 lmtheran Ghurch ol Louisvills, and the eld work
is now being revived. All the Lutheran Churchoes of Louisvi lle and Jsfferson County
are preparing to celebrate, on Reformation Sunday, October 29, 1953, the Centannial
of the laying of the old cornerstons on Qctober 23, 1833,




