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The Pride Idol Contest is back! Bill
Chandlerwill be your host at all events.
This contest is open to all; you can bring
your favorite Karaoke CD to sing to, use
one of ours, or accompany yourself on
guitar or other instrument.

The preliminaries will be at
1.Mia's Restaurant & Bar, 120 S. Upper

9pm Thursday,April 5
2. The Pride Center, 389 Waller Ave.
6-8pm Tuesday, April10
3. Crossings, 117 N. Limestone St.

8-10pm Friday, April 20
4. The Bar Complex, 224 E. Main St.

9pm Tuesday April 24

The registration fee is $10 and
applications can be picked up atany ofthe
participating locations or can be taken off
our web site www.glsopc.com. If there are
enough participants, a semi-final round will
be scheduled. The finals will be help at the
Pride Picnic in June at Windy Knoll Farm.
At that time, the audience will vote for their
favorite singer.

The winner will receive a trophy , a gift
certificate for Disc Jockey in Lexington
Green and studio time at Grooves
Professional. Recording Studio to make
ten copies of two song CD.

ActOut Tryouts

Act Out is looking for 6 actors (56 male
and 1 female) for their June play The Paris
Letter by Jon Robin Baitz. Homer Tracy
will be directing. Auditions will be at the
Pride Center 7pm Thursday April 26th and
2pm SatApril 28.

continued on next page
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Imperial Court

The Imperial Court of Kentucky
invites you to join us for two very exciting
events in April. On Wednesday, April
18th, we will be hosting an erotica-
themed show entitled "Check Your
Basket" as a fundraiser for the Kentucky
Fairness Alliance. This event will be held
at The Bar Complex with doors opening
at 8:30 and the show starting at 9:30.
There will be a $5 cover, with proceeds
going to KFA.

On Wednesday, April 25th, the
Entertainer of the Year series will come
to a close with the crowning of our
Entertainer of the Year for reign 25.
Come support your favorite female line
member and help them take home the
crown. Doors at 8:30, show at 9:30, with
proceeds benefitting the charities of the
Court.

Congratulations to our newest
round of Drag Hall of Fame inductees,
inducted at a very successful Falsies
Awards ceremony on March 20th--
Karen Kollett, LaToya Baccall, and

Cheyenne. continued on page 2

Sponsor of the Month

' Ernesto Scorsone

Attorney at Law

254-5766
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AVOL Beaux Arts Ball

This year’s Beaux Arts Ball is on April 7 and
will be held at the Old Tarr Bourbon Distillery, 899
Manchester Street. AVOL is the benefiting
charity. Doors open at 7 pm. Tickets purchased
in advance are $20 and are available at Third
Street Stuff, The Pride Center, KY Theter,and
The Black Market.

The music of Q-Burns Abstract Message,
Parlour Boys, CunninLynguists and The Juan
Maclean will follow throughout the evening.
Come dance with us until 3 am. There will also be
fantastic performances by the UK Dance
Ensemble at 9, Mecca at 10:45 and a Drag Show
at midnight. There may be a Fashion Show in
there somewhere, but then the whole night is a
fashion show of sorts. Eion more
information: beauxArtsBall@hotmail.com

ACT OUT AUDITIONS continued from page 1

Wall Street powerhouse Sandy Sonnenberg
finds his personal and professional life
threatened by the unraveling secrets of his past.
A tragic game of financial and moral betrayal is
played out over four decades and between two
friends at the cost of family, friendship, love and
marriage.

Reviewers agree that this is a wondeful play:
"Head and shoulders above most current
dramatic offerings, The Paris Letter has potential
to rank beside works of Arthur Miller and
Tennessee Williams. Baitz writes vibrant,
stingingly literate dialogue." Variety

Imperial Court continued from page 1

Be on the lookout for our recently launched
line of greeting and post cards featuring shots
from four of our previous calendars and
selected, never-before-seen outtakes. Cards
are $15 fora set of 20, and postcards are $10 for
a set of 10. There are three various sets of
postcards and one set of greeting cards. They
will be available at Court shows, The Bar
Complex, Third Street Stuff, and Sqgecial Media.

GLSO Thanks the Court for
their generous donation of $1,000

Page 2




Q0 0@Q Oa

W o< D®OD®»T O

TN ey ™y W M U ML

Community News

Fairness Fundraisers

KFA will host two fundraising drag
shows. On April 18", the Imperial Court of
Kentucky will host a show at the Bar at 9
p.m. on behalf of the Bluegrass Chapter.
The Chapter hopes to draw in a large
Lexington crowd to support fairness for all.
On April 28", the Kentucky Fairness
Alliance will host a different drag show in the
showroom of Connection in Louisville.

Josh Zuckerman at Crossings

Josh Zuckerman, the nation's number
one recording artist on Sirius Out Q Radoi
and MTV/Logo, will be performing at
Crossing on Tuesday, April 10. Josh has
appeared with the Indigo Girls, B.B, King,
and Macy Gray. He has performed at
numerous Pride Festivals and club venues
across the country.

With influences from Bon Jovi to Faith
Hill, and a little Elvis Costello, Zuckerman
rocks while reminding his audience that
being real is the only way to be. The show
start at 9:30, cover is $5 Info at
www.joshzuckerman.com. Crossings 117
N. Limestone, ph 859 233-7266.

PRIDE MONTH PLANNING
MONDAY, APRIL 16
7 PM AT THE PRIDE CENTER
Everyone welcome to attend.
Artists: display a piece of
your work at the Pride Center
during June. We also need
ttems for the picnic raffle and
people willing to volunteer an
hour or two at the June 10 Pride
Picnic. call mary 266-5904

Wishing Chair

Wishing Chair is scheduled to play
two times in the Central Kentucky area in
in the next week. These are their only
shows here until the fall so be sure to
come and check out the new material that
we're working up for the next
CD, due out sometime late this year

Saturday, March 31 9 pm
Natasha's Bistro www.beetnik.com
112 Esplanade Cover $7

.Friday, April 6 Coffeetree Cafe 7 PM
Frankfort, KY Price: $10
Poet Steve Holt, et al will be reading

The Octagon Hall Museum in
Bowling Green has just added "Sue
Mundy" from our Underdog CD, as part of
their ongoing exhibit about that infamous
Civil War guerilla. Check the website for
last minute changes and updates.

Lexington Lyons Leather/Levi Club

The Lexington Lyons will meet April 9
at the Pride Center, 389 Waller Ave. at 7
pm. The Lyons are a group of friends who
come together to celebrate strength,
unity, and diversity for those who enjoys
the Leather /Levi Lifestyle. For info visit
http://www.lexlyons.org.

Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraier for GLSO Pride Center
Friday, April 13
7D 35
Everyone is Welcome

at the Pride Center
389 Waller Awve.




Jubilee Fellowship

Jubilee Fellowship has a new meeting
location, St Mychal the Martyr located at
1350 Eastland Dr, Suite #5 in Lexington.
Eastland Dr. is off New Circle Rd one black
North of Winchester Rd. Once on Eastland
Rd, take your first left. It is "Inside" New
Circle. It is in row of small offices behind Mi
Mexico near New Circle

We are meeting on Wednesday nights
at 7 pm for Bible Study. We are studying a
curriculum based on John Bever's book,
Driven By Etemity. Call 859 514-5518.

Jubilee Fellowship welcomes
members of the GLBT community and their
friends to join us in growing as a community
of believers in Christ. We are fanatical
about loving people with God's
unconditional love.

If you have questions about our
fellowship, do not hesitate to contact Pastor
Cori Wood a 859 514-5518 or
jfellowship@windstream.net. We have a
big vision and a big God. There is room for

you. www.jubileefellowship.us

WVEED YARD HELP?

RAISED BEDS

BRUSH

MOWING REMOVAL

LIGHT
HAULING

WEED EATING

Call Jane

A494-5427
< \
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U.U. Pres. Sinkford Honored as
an Influential Black Spiritual Leader

@ UUA President William G. Sinkford
was honored for the second
consecutive year by Beliefnet.com as one of
the nation's Most Influential Black Spiritual
Leaders. He was chosen by the editors for
his work in support of marriage equality for
same-sex couples and for his prophetic
leadership in opposition to the Iraq war.

Upon learning of the award Sinkford,
said, "It's an honor to be recognized within
such a religiously diverse group. The
richness and variety of African American
spiritual life is a joy to behold."

Beliefnet says:: "While by no means
comprehensive, the list represents some of
today's most prominent--and controversial--
spiritual figures, as well as those whose
lifelong efforts have earned them a place in
history."

Beliefnet offers resources for dozens of
religious traditions, with the aim of helping
readers explore their own spiritual paths.
Beliefnet is a recipient of the Online
Journalism Award for General Excellence
Online, the highest honor given by the
Online News Association.

Voices of Kentuckiana Goncert
Stomp Your Foot: A Celebration of
American Composers
Fri., April 13 & Sat. April 14 at 8 p.m.
Clifton Center, 2117 Payne St., Louisville.
Far tickets or info www.voicesky.org, or
call The ChorusLine, (502) 583-1013.

Bluegrass Women's Network

Bluegrass Women's Network is a
social group for women of all ages. Debby
and Lynn are building a list of women who
are interested in receiving emails about
events. They have set up a Yahoo group to
make it easierto e-mail announcements. If
you want to be on the list, contact them at
debbywoman@gmail.com.




Sponsor of the Month

ERNESTO SCORSONE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

511 W. SHORT STREET
LEXINGTON,
KENTUCKY 40507

(859)254-5766
FAX (859)255-5508
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Pridie Center Neuws

389 Waller Ave. 859 253-3233 Mo, - 3ti, 10-3 Sai10-2
NGt ino o i ST i PRIDE MONTH PLANNING
Pride Center {\ctwmes MONDAY, APRIL 16
‘@“ Games Night 7 PM AT THE PRIDE CENTER
Saturday, April 14 Artists: display a piece of your
work at the Pride Center during
DISCJSZOng:ROUP June. We also need items for

Every Wed. 7 pm  Open to all
Jane: ladyjaneky@yahoo.com

Pof Luck and Discussion Groap
Pride Center 7:00 pm
Discussion Topics for April.
April 6: Easter, the season of new
beginnings
April 13: What does it mean to be
Successful
April 20: What is a Living Wage?
Demanding Justice for the

Economically Disadvantaged
April 27: Understanding lslam

ALSO SPONSORED BY INSIGHT
Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraier for GLSO Pride Center
Friday, April 13
7pm. $5
Everyone is Welcome
Pride Center 389 Waller Ave.

the picnic raffle and people
willing to volunteer an hour or
two at the June 10 Pride Picnic.
call mary 266-5904

Kentucky Rain

Body Lotion personally made by,
Clancy McClanahan
H 859 278-7203
C 859 576-2186
Essential Oils Available

Low Cost Printing at the Pride Center
Black and White $.06

Color @ $.50
call 253-3233

L—=__"_
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DogGone BadHabits
Dog Psychology and Behaviors

Is your dog driving you crazy?
Do you feel that you've lost control?
Is your dog's behavior frightening?

DogGone BadHabits
Call for an apointment today!

859-221-0987

Get the Love you Wantl"

Jessica Bollinger LCSW

Imago Relationship Therapist
EMDR Trauma Work
Couples, Family, Individual
imagoconnection.com 552-6533
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HighlightsofKentuckyFairness Alliance

The March 27" edition of the Advocate
features a segment on Lexington as a great
place for LGBT people to live. Awriter for the
magazine came to Lexington and met with
many members of the gay community
including the Bluegrass. Chapter of the
Kentucky Fairness Alliance. The article
highlights and quotes several people on the
Bluegrass Chapter steering committee.

Vice-chair Shannon Stuart-Smith talks
about the relatively cheap cost of living in
relation to high salaries. Chair Paul Brown
discusses how Lexington has a strong
sense of family, and Jeffrey Moore, a
Henderson native, mentions his desire to
live in Lexington as opposed to leaving the
state. The article includes a photo of
steering committee member Burley
Thomas, who graciously acted as host to
the Advocate writer, and commentary on
Jennifer Crossen's Windy Knoll Farm,
which will be the site of the GLSO pride
picnicon June 10.

Overall, the article placed Lexington on
even-footing with bigger cities such as
Dallas and Tucson and represented
Lexington as supportive, open, and friendly.

Fairness Legislative Update

The Kentucky Fairness Alliance
breathed a sigh of relief when SB152 was
killed in committee before reaching the floor
of the House for a vote. SB152 sought to
deny any state-funded institution from
offering domestic partner benefits to its
employees. Proposed by Senator McGaha,
the bill passed through the Senate with no
problem and went on to the Health and
Welfare Committee of the House. Despite
intense lobbying efforts from the Family
Foundation, the Committee killed the bill on
an 8-8 vote. The bill needed nine votes to
get out of committee.

Reps. Tom Burch and Stan Lee have
asked the attorney general Greg Stumbo to
give an official ruling as to whether domestic
partner benefits violate the 2004 Marriage
Amendment. Such a ruling could take time
and likely means that SB152 will proceed no
further during this legislative season. The bill
may resurface in 2008, so the Kentucky
Fairness Alliance will start preparing now to
insure that the bill does not make it out of
2008's session or any session.

No significant pro-gay or anti-gay
legislation was adopted this year.

Scott Ackerman Real Estate Service With

Mobile: 859 338-8483
Fax: 859 269-0065
E-mail: SAckerd224@aol.com
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All of Central Kentuck
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Call me with all yvour Real Estate Needs
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GLSO 2007 Rainbow Sponsor

The Imperial Court of Kentucky...........252-3914
A Charity Organization

2007 Pride Month Sponsor

Scoft Ackerman ... ... ... (mobile) 338-84583
For All Your Real Estate Needs

GLSO New Sponsors 2007

SisterSaund - = b T 806-0243
Diverse music for all women

Richardson Vision Center

1757 Alexandria Drive Gardenside.........ouuimsnmmnsssssisnsnnnes 278-4201

Ernesto Scorsone

Atlorney At aW . e e, e 254-5766
Unitarian Universalist Church

Seeking a Diverse Congregation..........couissesnsmsnsnssssssssssssssssns 223-1448
kentucky Fairness Alliance

Bluegrass Chaplent..............cvcciniieisesininstsesunsusanssiasess ansscas sessesens 806-4114

Windy Knoll Farm

Riding Lessons, Trail Riding, Boarding..........ousmensensssssessnsens 299-7410
itk Cafe antd o ee ot ihigisssneeseusiasassis 859 846-4688
Railroad Street in Midway

Pebrd HensleviInstrance ... ... aan e aatnn o 276-3244
1513 Nicholasville Rd.

Lexinglon LVeRS o e bdtn o nat i S, 619-3650
Levi and Leather Club

Ky. Department for Public Health..........cssnnsinscnsescasnes 1 800 420-7431




This is a complimentary copy of the GLSO NEWS

Where is the Calendar???
The calendar is only in The subscribers newsietffers this monith
by subscribing to the GLSO News:

You help support the GLSO, The Pride Cenfer, Pride Month, Pride Picniz,
The Teen Group and all the activities fhat happen here. AND...

You will receive Twelve issues of fhe GLSO News delivered 7o your door.
News and opinions from the local community
GLBT friendly business and service directory
Calendar of events and activities

for only $20
; : Name : : Phone:
Sly” ”p ”er e Address:
City: State: Zip:

[ ] $20 -1 year Membership & Newsletter for Individuals or Couples
[ ]! would like the newslefter at this reduced rafe S ($12 or up)
[ ]! am enclosing an additional confribution of $

Please mail to; GISO News PO Box 1172 Lexington, KY 40588 1172




Rediscovering Our History:
Eleanor Roosevelt and the Lesbians

Eleanor Roosevelt was one of the most remarkable
| people of the Twentieth Century. After a difficult childhood,
she married her distant cousin, Franklin D. Roosevelt
§ (FDR), in 1905. FDR became President in 1932 and
| Eleanor became a ground breaking First Lady who was
one of her husband's most trusted advisors. After his death
* she became our first representative to the United Nations
& and chaired the UN committee that drafted and approved
@ the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. President
Harry S. Truman called her the First Lady of the World in

@ | honor of her extensive human rights work.

A lot more could be said about Eleanor
Roosevelt, but this article will focus on her
relationships with lesbians, particularly her
love for Lorena Hickok, and how those
friendships influenced her life and the
presidential policies of FDR.

In the first eleven years of their
marriage, Eleanor had five children while
supporting her husband's successful
campaign to become a New York State
Senator in 1910. In 1918, Eleanor
discovered that Franklin was having a long
term affair with her social secretary, Lucy
Mercer. She was devastated and offered
Franklin a divorce. FDR asked Eleanor to
stay and agreed to end the affair. Their
marriage became a strong friendship but
they never again shared a bedroom.
Historians agree that Franklin had contact
with Lucy up until his death in 1945.

This affair caused Eleanor to consider
how she might have a life independent of
the needs of her husband. She supported
Franklin through his unsuccessful
campaign for Vice Presidentin 1920 and his
years of illness and recovery from polio.
But she also established friendships with
women who shared her interests in politics
and social change.

A number of her close friends were
lesbians. Throughout the 1920's, Eleanor
spent at least one night a week in the
Greenwich Village home of Elizabeth Reed,
an attorney and expert in international
affairs, and her life partner Esther Lape, a

college professor and publicist. These
women encouraged Eleanor in her
dedication to politics, education, and
progressive reform. Eleanor increased her
activism, continuing her relationship with the
League of Women Voters, and joining the
Women's Trade Union League, and the
Women's Division of the New York State
Democratic Committee.

Eleanor was even more closely tied to
Nan Cook and Marion Dickerman, another
couple who also lived in the village. These
friendships were not hidden from FDR who
found Eleanor's friends to be politically
astute. He had ongoing conversations with
women he met through Eleanor. In fact, it
was on a picnicin 1924 with Eleanor, Nan and
Marion, that FDR suggested that the three
women build a retreat within his family estate,
Hyde Park. He drew up a lease giving all
three ofthem a life interest in the property.

The three women shared the $12,000
construction cost and Stone Cottage was
completed in 1925. Eleanor, Nan and Marion
established themselves as co-owners by
embroidering all the towels and bed linens
with their initials “E.N.M.” These initials were
also carved in the furniture that Nan hand
crafted. :

In 1926, the three women built a larger
building near Stone Cottage in which they
established Val-Kill Industries, an assortment
of manufacturing projects that provided work
for farmers in the area who had little work or
income to support their families during the

Page 12
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winters. The simple, well-made furniture,
pewter and weaving produced at Val-Kill is
highly valued by collectors today. The
factory closed during the Great Depression
but it did make an impression on FDR and
served as an example for larger New Deal
initiatives during his presidentcy.

In 1927, Dickerman suggested that
the three of them purchase the Todhunter
School for gilrs in New York City where she
was Vice Principal. They all shared an
interest in giving young women a rigorous
progressive education. Eleanor taught
American history, English, and current
events forthe nexttenyears. Sheincluded
lessons about the lives and contributions of
immigrants, poor people, African
Americans and women. She took students
on field trips to the New York Children's
Court and various tenements and markets
in the city so they could see the problems
facing New Yorkers and how the
government might address them. ,

In 1932, Eleanor Roosevelt became
acquainted with Associated Press reporter
Lorena Hickok. Their relationship has
been a matter of debate since 1978 when
archivists at the F.D.R Library discovered
18 boxes containing 3,500 letters the two

women wrote to each other over 30
years. The debate focuses on their
relationship: was this a friendship or a
love affair?

Rodger Streitmatter has edited a
book, Empty Without You, The Intimae
Letters of Eleanor Roosevelt and Lorena
Hickok, containing 300 of their letters
along with commentary and information
from other sources. He firmly believes
that these two remarkable women were
lovers. Much of the following material is
taken from that source. The book is
available inthe Pride Library.

Hick was assigned to cover FDR
when he was governor of New York. Hick
saw that Eleanor was not a typical
political wife, but a woman with her own
career and experience in political
activism. When FDR was nominated as
the Democratic candidate for President,
Hick recommended that a reporter be
assigned to Eleanor. She was wary of
being assigned to “women's news” and
wanted to continue to cover FDR. She
did agree to interview Eleanor and the
two women found that they enjoyed each
other's company.

continued on next naae

KEITH DONIPHAN ELSTON

ATTORNEY AT LAW

NEW! Principal Office in Lexington

Email: elstonlaw@windstream.nef

Office: 859-225-2348
Cell: 502-220-5555

FAMILY LAW FOR OUR FAMILIES

DOMESTIC PARTNER AGREEMENTS, SEPARATION
AGREEMENTS, ADOPTION, DIVORCE, CHILD CUSTODY,
VISITATION. CHILD SUPPORT, SAFER SCHOOLS, DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE, ELDER LAW, & ESTATE PLANNING

Member, Kentucky Bar Association; Fayette County Bar Association,
Louisville Bar Association; American Bar Association,
Section on Family Law & Committee on Alternative Families, &
National Lesbian & Gay Law Association.

Meacee A9




In her biography of Eleanor, Reluctant
First Lady, Hick described how Eleanor
frequently sought her out for private chats,
breakfast in her hotel room, and in general
pursued a relationship with her. When the
reporter who had been assigned to Eleanor
resigned from the AP, Hick was given the
assignment. Thistime shetookiton gladly.
She wrote about Eleanor in very flattering
ways, calling her “an outstanding civic and
welfare leader”.

During the rest of the campaign,
Eleanor and Hick spent a lot of time
together. It was during this time that Hick's
feelings for Eleanor led her to compromise
her professional ethics. Specifically, Hick
allowed Louis Howe, who was running the
Roosevelt campaign, to see her articles
before she sent them to her editors in New
York. Hick recognized what was
happening and after the election asked to
be reassigned, saying she could no longer
be objective about the Roosevelts.

In the months following FDR's
landslide victory (Nov. 1932), Eleanor and
Hick spent a great deal of time together,
going out several nights a week to plays or
concerts and having late dinners together,
often in Hicks apartment. For Christmas
that year, Hick presented Eleanor with a
sapphire and diamond ring. Eleanor tried to
protest but that the gift was too valuable,
but was induced to wear it, which she did
forthe next fouryears.

After the election, but before the
inauguration in March of 1933, Eleanor
and Hick spent many days together,
~including weekends at Val-kill. On March
4, 1933, FDR was inaugurated as
President of the United States. Eleanor
wrote a list of events in her engagement
book, and at the bottom wrote “Said good-
buy to Hick.” The next night she started the
exchange of letters with Hick that
continued for thirty years.

Only eight letters from 1933 survive.
Hickok destroyed most of her letters to
Eleanor and most of Eleanor's to herin the
I1960s. As she dropped the letters into a
fire, she told Anne, Eleanor's daughter,
‘your Mother wasn't always so very

Paae 14

discreetin her letters to me.”

In the letters that remain, Eleanor used
endearments and expressed love for Hick.
One example:

Hick darling, All day I've thought of
you...l want to put my arms around you, |
ache to hold you close. Yourring is a great
comfort, | look at it & think she does love me,
or | wouldn't be wearing it.”

In July of 1933, Eleanor and Hick went
on a road trip together through New
Hampshire and Maine and into Canada.
The secret service was set against the idea
but FDR declared the women deserved a
holiday and that Hick could protect Eleanor
as well as any man. They were gone for
three idyllic weeks and were not recognized
until they returned to Maine on their way
home.

FDR requested a special dinner with
them on their return so he could be the first
to hear of their adventures. [n private with
Eleanor, he jokingly referred to Hick as
‘“your man.” FDR's ability to accept Hick,
and to encourage Eleanor in her activism,
proved to benefit his presidency. Politically,
Eleanor was often disparaged by
Republican opponents who criticized her for
making public speeches and taking
positions onissues. ,

Eleanor was aware of the pressure
being put on Hick by the Associated Press
and she suggested that Hick might be an
asset to the administration by investigating
federal relief programs and writing reports
for the Federal Emergency Relief
Administration (FERA). Hick resigned her
job as a reporter and traveled across the
U.S., sending reports to Harry Hopkins
(head of the FERA) and FDR. The
President was impressed with her work and
read many of her reports aloud in cabinet
meetings.

When she returned to Washington from
various trips, Hick lived at the White House,
occupying the room adjoining the first lady's
bedroom. While they were apart, they
continued to write letters and sign them with
phrases such as “I love you deeply &
tenderly” and “l long to hold you in my
arms.".
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In one letter Eleanor explained that in a
recent phone conversation she couldn't say
“je t'amine et je t'dore" (Il love and adore you)
because her son James was near by. She
called it “our little saying.” Streitmatter points
out that her caution indicates that she was
aware of keeping the more intimate part of
their relationship secret. In another letter,
she commented on the Washington gossip
about her daughter's affair, remarked on the
frequency of gossip in D.C. and concluded
“how lucky you are nota man.”

Hick's letters to Eleanor also contained
some revealing intimacies. For example:
“Most clearly | remember your eyes with a
kind of teasing smile in them, and the feeling
of the soft spot just northeast of the corner of
your mouth against my lips.” They both wrote
of their desire to live together when Eleanor
was no longer First Lady.

When Hick traveled to the coal mining
region of West Virginia, she found the living
conditions so appalling that she called
Eleanor and suggested she might want to
come see for herself. Eleanor was so

overcome by the conditions there that
she convinced FDR to use this location
for a homesteading project already
approved by Congress. “Arthurdale”
became one of the successful New Deal
projects.

During the Christmas season of
1933, Hick came to spend three weeks
at the white House with Eleanor.
Eleanor's schedule and family matters
kept her away from Hick quite a lot and
Hick left in anger to visit friends in New
York. Eleanor called and apologized
several times and finally convinced Hick
to return to Washington for her final
week of vacation time. Their
relationship was strained twice more
during 1934, in March on a trip to Puerto
Rico and during a summer trip through
several western states. Dozens of
reporters followed them everywhere
and Hick become was very angry at the
lack of privacy.

Hick's emotional volatility and
continued on next page

MON - FRI 9 TO 6
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eestate of the art Tanning Bed

+¢24 hour on-site Laundry Facility
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Eleanor's very public life put stress on the
relationship but did not cause it to end. It did
change over time, turning into a supportive
friendship - a relationship | recognize as
one way lesbians are able to continue to be
in “family” relationship with former
lovers/partners.

In 1941, Hickok moved into the White
House with the Roosevelts when she was
hired by the Democratic National
Committee as Executive Secretary of the
Woman's Division. This time, however, she
was not in an adjoining room but occupied
- a bedroom down the hall fromm Eleanor.
After a few years she found a little house
where she lived in as long as her health
permitted. She had a relationship with
another woman during these years,

In 1936, Eleanor remodeled the Val-kill
factory for her own use as a retreat and
eventually as her home. After her
husband's death, Eleanor moved to Val-kill
permanently. Here she wrote many books,
entertained world leaders, advised
American political figures and worked as a
delegate to the United Nations.

Hick had a number of health problems,
many related to diabetes. Her political jobs
were sometimes not enough to support her.
Eleanor helped as she could and in 1954,
she convinced Hick, frail and partially blind,

to move to Val-kill. The two of them wrote
several books together. Hick remained living
there after Eleanor's death in 1962, until her
own deathin 1968.

Reading many of their letters, learning
about their difficult times as well as their
happiness, created a picture for me of two
people in love struggling to have a
relationship under difficult circumstances. It
is not just the explicit expressions of love in
their letters, it is the many aspects of their
intertwined lives that testify to a committed
and meaningful relationship. Did they have a
sexual relationship? | don't know but hope
so. But that is really not the main point.
They did have a love relationship.

Itis difficult to know how appropriate it is
to label historic figures as GLBT. Personally,
| believe Eleanor was a lesbian or bi-sexual
but do not know what she might have labeled
herself. From mid-life on, many of her
intimate relationships outside her family
were with lesbians. Lorena Hickok was
certainly her most intimatant committed
relationship.

These friendships were a vital part of
Eleanor's life. Her progressive ideas were
supported and her ability to take public
stands was nurtured by these friends. She
became the “First Lady of the World” with
their love and support.

Couples
Counseling

Rev. Kennéth Waibel

Professional Spiritual Direction

Ecumenical * Holistic * Inclusive

kypadre@aol.com
(859) 338-1195
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Religious and Spiritual R esources

e
g ~
i |/ N Unitarian Universalist contemporary service at 9, and a more
\\T d traditional service at 11:15.For more
g ~ Church of Lexington information please call 859 243-0998 or
ir The Unitarian Universalist Church of email at stmintegrity@yahoo.com.
0 Lexington has worship services every
a Sunday at 11 am. We are a Welcoming St. Mychal The Martyr
It Congregation, we do not simply accept
n GLBTQ folks within our church community, gtmychalthemartyr.org
ir we celebrate their lives and actively support The mission of St. Mychal the Martyr
d their work for equal rights. Parish is to provide a church that
a Every Sunday morning there is a welcomes all people in all their
e Buddhist meditation at 9 am, followed by a uniqueness and giftedness. We are a
t. Buddhist discussion group (Sanga) at 9:45 liturgical church whose worship is filled
inthe Allen House nexttothe Church. Rev with ritual and whose heart is filled with joy
S Cynthia Cain and Rev. Gary Bennet will and hope.
A also be offering classes before church. You are invited to our worship
il X services every Sunday at 10:30 with Rev
i Integrity Ken Waibel performing mass. We also
r St. Michael's Episcopal Church hold Saturday Vespers at 5 pm. We are
y located at 1350 Eastland Dr., Suite #5, off
5 Integrity is a support group for gay and Winchester Rd.
1 lesbian Episcopalians that meets on the St. Mycha[ is amember of the Orthodox
second Sunday of each month, which will Catholic Church of America, a national
f be April 8 this month. We meert at St denomination that is gay supportive. We
2 Michael's Episcopal Church at 2025  perform blessings of gay unions, welcome
> Bellefonte Drive at4 pm. All GLBT people divorced people, and ordain women into
2 over the age of 18 (younger with parental the orders of Deacon, Priest and Bishop.
1 consent) are welcome to attend. The Orthodox Catholic Church is one
St Michael's is a welcoming of about three dozen offshoots of the
congregation toward gays and lesbians Roman Catholic Church.

with services each Sunday at 8, a more

ST. MYCHAL THE MARTYR PARISH
Sunday Worship 10:30

[:—:] Saturday Evening Prayer 5 pm

1350 Eastland Dr. #5
(859) 389-9418

www.stmychalthemartyr.org

Page 17




The Positive View
Part 3: Family of Choice

Family-of-origin can be a source of
support and a source of stress for lesbians
and gay men. Some members of our original
family are joyfully supportive of us; some are
not so supportive. Past research has shown
that many gay men and lesbians experience,
at least initially after coming out, some
negative response from their family (Laird,
1996; Rostosky et al., 2004). While the
negative responses of most families
moderate over time and most gay men and
lesbians feel a “good amount” of support
from family members, for a sizeable group it
remains a challenging issue.

For this reason, and because many gay
men and lesbians look to their friends for
empathy and support, the creation of
“families of choice" is an important positive
aspect of gay and lesbian life (see Barker,
Herdt & de Vries, 2006). Families of choice
may include current partners, former
partners, children from current and past
relationships, friends, and select family
members.  Families of choice play an
important role in the emotional and physical
support of gay men and lesbians and can
bring much joy to life.

One lesbian wrote, "l found it to be the
lesbians who showed up, my friends who
became my family when no one else was
around to help with the hard things -
physically and emotionally." Other lesbian
women wrote about "feeling connected to a
chosen family on top of my given family" and
"my family of choice (friends | spend holidays
with) is a positive."

One gay man observed, "l have a big
community of friends and extended family.
My brother, who is married with children, is
the opposite. When they got married and had
kids, he lost all his friends. He says he wants
me back as a close family member but in
truth | get much more love and support from
my ‘chosen family"."

Another gay man offered, "l feel that one
of the most positive things about being a gay

man is the ability we have to create our own
extended families. We shelter those
seeking refuge from families who no longer
want them to be a part of them. | know this is
something that all adults, gay or straight, are
able to do, but as a gay man, it's more
important.”

For couples, the support of family is
important to their relationship quality,
including both original and chosen family: “|
think because we are not only gaining
support from our friends but from our family,
| think that can only serve to strengthen our
feelings for each other.” It is often close
friends who serve as role models and who
support our relationships through good
times and not-so-good times.

Who is your chosen “family?” What
positive impacts has your family of choice
had on your life? Do they know what they
mean to your life? Are there things you can
do to build a stronger or more extensive
“family” network?

For more information about our
work, go to www.PrismResearch.orqg. Dr.
Sherry is Sherry Rostosky, PhD, Associate
Professor of Counseling Psychology at UK.
Dr. Skippy is Ellen Riggle, PhD, Professor of
Gender and Women's Studies and Political
Science at UK. This series is based in part
on: Riggle, E.D.B., Whitman, J., Olson, A.,
Rostosky, S.S., & Strong, S. (2007). The
Positive Aspects of Being a Lesbian or Gay
Man.

ActOut Tryouts

Act Out is looking for 6 actors (5 male
and 1 female) for their June play The
Paris Letter by Jon Robin Baitz.
Homer Tracy will be directing.
Auditions will be:

Pride Center
7 pm Thursday April 26th
2 pm Sat April 28

more info on pages 1-2
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The GLSO

own
—eg—
W B o b or - P ey Cay op O
isis | GLSO Board: Lex. Lyons Leather/Levi Club (Paul).........396-6936
are GLSO Pride:Center (Bill)....vivvieiisiniseimse 253-3233 www.lexlyons.org
ore CLSO Board (Tom)ueviiriisiisiiiniiss Lex. Diversity In Gender All, (CasSIE)...uvvreeririrees !
Discussion Group (Bill) i..eieveiireiirenininiens 253-32 33w 10 FRE Wk ys BT s cassiemtf@yahoo.com
; GLSO News (Mary).....ocvuerisiviiariniiiininnns 266-5904  Lex. Human Rights Commission............... 252-4931
e subscriptions (Bill).....uu i, 253-3233  Lex. Men's Chorus (Kenneth)......cceveeeeerenes 255-1974.
lity, Speakers Bureau (Mary)......ccviiiiiin 266-5904  Lex. Men's Insight Group(Joesph)......859-523-4921
y: I Youth, Gay Straight Alliance (Mary)........266-5904  Louisville YOuth GroUP.........eereireceees 502 894-9787
ling GLSO email...vvviinns lexingfonglso@yahoo.com  MACT Men of All Colors Together (Jon)....351-4453
nily, GLS@Web RAge il i s WWW.OISOPC,Orghn ' 2t tages S ME S s i e mactky@aol.com
our Moonshine Bears of Kentucky (Jim)...859 299-2047
o6 StifoentiGroups:e . W mti i begrs . REN PG RE A www.moonshinebears.com
h EKU Pride Alliance......cvuuui dliance@yahoo.com  People for Unity & FQIMess.....uiuuivimiiennn 803-1130
MO = UK Lavender Society....uklavender@yahoo.com e CUFCKT@aol.com
»od Moorehead State Univ. (Ned)......... 606 783-2294  Pride Alliance of Central KY. (Gary) ..859 236-4547
Uidlambdai(SaraigiDavellinfo@ukiambaaiComi i 5 e vhe s e savass (Shane) 859 854-05
hat Berea College ACE League (Ryan) 859 985-3633 i, pridedlliance@yahoo.com
ice Centire College (BGLAD-MykOl).......c..v.. 238-5332: # PEIAGIHEG) it caessssves vonsisnness (859) 200-9512
ey Pegastis TIavel S AR e e 253-1644
Eh Anonymous HIV Testing: anbow Families of Lfex. (Ch(_eryl] ............ 533-6309
. Jessamine Courﬁy ................................. 885_4] 49 SlennG (Gender IdenT”y LOU'Vl”e) -------- 502 346'5298
Ve Lexington, Fayette County.. .o 288-2437  SisterSound (Pathi).....covvivveniivniiiniiiniinn 806-0243
MO oMMV e i 859 723-7312 Sisthas in the Life (Joan)......c.cvivininiiinn, 252-2657
our WOORTOIE COURIYA s it e i 8734547 £ 24 hr CrsiS LISttt et s 1 800 928-8000
Dr. U.K. Adolescent MediCiNg.......co..orvereene: 323-5643 24 hr. Teen Crisis LiN@.....vcvvivnne, 1800 999 9999
ate SHEE
ks Religious Groups:
K. HIV/AIDS Info/Services: Interweave (Unitarian-Marny).....coeeeeen, 266-5904
rof AVQL' AIDS Volunteers Inc. aostseininsniaadins 225-3000 INtegrity (EDISCOPN.. vrrrrrerrereeasseesenes 277-7511
cal Lexington Heatth [?ep"' (JUliS). e 288-2362 Lexington Friends Meeting (Quakers)....... 254-3319
art [ HIV/AIDS legal PrOJeCh.uimuveessnisess 502584-1254  iee Fellowship (Rev. COtl)nnn.n..... 859-514-5518
A MV Suppor (Somerset)......679-7478 of 678-5814 v~ Eigpethtown (Rev. Cathy)......888 340-6223
e [ SHEeiencRogion SEKV O”"-;)“r'ggg igg%gg MCC Louisville (Rev. Dee Dale)........502 587-6225
; , . MCC Paducah (ReV. lilian)......c...vens 270.443-3339
'ay |§ Baren RVErROgIon.uucuseusrmmmisniiinss 800 659-4448 5156 Pagan Community (Rev, Pat)........268-1640
Loulsville Region (Gen].: """"""""" 502 574-0161 KY Pagan Forum ...... hitp://go.to/kypaganforum/
. Northem Kenh_JCky RegION...iviviin, 859 341-4264 RainbowWind (Pagon—SorOh] ................... 273-2455
PUICNGSE REGION. oovvvvvvvsisvvienivinns 800522-8289 o itorce (JAMIS)osersevsserersesrsessesesss 859 230-5625
Moveable Feast Lex. Inc. (Tery)..c. 252:286/4 Rt SR a e wwwi.soulforcekentucky.org
2 Commumity Groups
2 Alcoholics Anonymous (RN, 948-0434
OISR aphe b 2276-291777 GLSO News Deadline
AlAnOROfflce)i s s Sann A 77-18
Bluegrass C.O.L.T.S. (MOITS)....ccvrvrreeeeiiins 225-9169 APR’L ’ 5
Bluegrass FAIMESS. ....vuveiisiaionminins 859 806-4114 .
Council for Peace & Justice (Richard) 277-6101 Please send all articles, ads and
Faimess of Louisville..........cevieviiiinns 502 893-0788 H i i .
First Link (formerly-Ask US)....cererrernsiniens 313-5465 directory information to:
International Gay Bowling (Steve).......... 276-3058 lexingtonglso@yahoo.com
I.C.K. (The Imperial Court of KY)....... 859 269-7756 .
imperialcourtkentucky@yahoo.com marycrone@_mmghtb_b.cqm
Kentucky Leather Productions (Larry)......253-0185 Put Newsletter in the subject line.
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The Competition Starts April 5, 2007

% Thursday , April 5, 2007- Mia's Restaurant &

Bar, 120 S. Upper. 9:00 pm

Q Tuesday, April 10, 2007- GLSO Pride Center,
389 Waller Ave. 6:00 - 8:00 pm

Friday, April 20, 2007 - Crossings, 117 N.
Limestone St. 8:00 - 10:00 pm

Q Tuesday April 24, 2007 - The Bar Complex,
224 E. Main Street. 9:00 pm

This annual event not only show-cases
the rich talent in our community but it is
also designed to be a fund-raiser for the
GLSO Pride Center of the Bluegrass.
Please know your p'articipation' in this
event will be greatly appreciated and is
é;} highly encouraged, and | Thank you in
RH ;’i advance for sharing your Talents. |
| Smcerely : Sponsmedby
Bill Chandler Prlde Idol Host &

. wwwGLSOPC org;




