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PREFACE

Although the Historical Records Survey Project has as its chief
purposes the preparation and publication of guides to and inventories
of public archives, church records, early American imprints, manu-
seripts, and manuscript depositories and collections, it has accunulated,
as by=-products, a considerable amount of material and prepared nuierous
memoranda in the course of routine editorial work, which under original
plans would not be made available generally,

Since publication, from time to time, of various parts of this
miscellaneous material will not interfere unduly with the regular pro=
gram of publication and since some of it may be of general interest and
value, the Survey has decided to institute a series of special pub-
lications, making this material available in substantially the same form
as it appears in our files, Thus the policy of preparing this material
for publication with a minimum of editing has, in this instance, re=-
sulted in the retention of the chronological treatment of the subject,
which was the method better suited for the purposes for which this
article in its original form was prepared,

This publication, swmmarizing general highway and road legislation
in Tennessee during the period 1881~1909, was prepared from a memo-
randum addressed to the editors and field worlcrs of the Survey as &
guide in interpreting road and highway records in the inventories of the
archives of the various counties of the State, By means of such memo=
randa the missing dates of records are more easily determined and re-

mi
cords may be assigned to the proper offices with more facility.

The memorandum from which this article was prepared did not atltempt
to explore local acts which, roughly’ after 1902, increasingly amended
and repealed general legislation, but was designed merely to be a brief
general summary of legislation, with emphasis on records, during a
period in which general road and highway legislation occupied increasingly
prominent places on the legislative calendar and before the enactment,
by the scores, of special and local acts began in earnest,

legislative acts were drawn on in the preparation of this
memorandum; no attempt was made to determine in what menner the law was
plied, for the records themselves will reveal that; and no attempt was
tate the effect of judicial interpretation, ot all of tl

and, of course,

g
t

passed during this period were mendatory,
re already the objects of local legislation, a matter

special memoranda on such counties,
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HIGHWAY LEGISLATION IN TENNESSLE
THE BERIOD 1881-1909

A SULMIIARY OF GENERAL
DURIHG

During the period 1881-1909 roads and highways were classified as
district roads, or simply roads, or as turnpikes, Consequently a law
applying to roads and road commissioners does not apply to turnpikes and
turnpike commissioners, and a law applying to turnpikes and turnpike
commissioners does not apply to roads and road commissioners,

A general law of 1881 directed the quarterly county court of each
county to divide the county into road districts and to appoint from with=
out its membership three commissioners for each district (1), with the
proviso that the number of commissioners for each road district could be
increased or decreased by thée court (2), The first commissioner named
automatically became clerk and treasurer for the commission of his dis-
trict (3). Each commissioner was to receive from the court, through the
sheriff, a certificate notifying hiw of his election and defining his
road district (4), A duplicate certificate on which the sheriff was to
make his return was to be filed with the county court clerk (5), Before
a commissioner could enter upon his duties, his bond and oath were to be
filed with the county court clerk (6). Iach conmissioner was to be paid
8 dollar for each day of work above the number of days of road duty rew
quired of all (7)., The clerk was allowed additional compensation for
collecting the highway tax (8), Any commissioner could be removed (9)
and vacancies were to be filled by the court (10),

The commissioners were to appoint overseers, each of whom was to
have charge of from three to ten miles of road (11), Within ten days
after his appointment, each road overseer was to receive from the dis-
trict clerk an order of appointment, giving the limits of his road section
and the road hands assigned to him (12). Fach overseer was to receive a
dollar for each day of service above the number of days of compulsory
duty (13). The term of office was one year (14), Overseers could be
removed by the commissioners for failure to perform their duties (15),

The quarterly court was to provide labor by requiring every able-
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bodied man between the ages of eighteen and fifty to work from three to
six days upon the roads or to pay a dollar for each day of failure to do
so (16), Inmates of the county jail could be requisitioned for road
duty (17).

The court was to levy a highway tax of from two to fifteen cents on
each hundred dollars of taxable property and a tax on privileges not to
exceed "one fourth of the county assessment! (18), However, one-half of
these taxes could be paid by furnishing labox\andoequipmcnt or road work
at daily rates spedified in the act (19), The county court clerk was to
make out a highway tax assessment book for each district (20). Collec~
tions, according to the act, were to be made by the district clerks (21),
Normally the property tax would have been colleated by the trustee and
the privilege tax by the county court clerk, Disbursements were To be
made by the clerks upon orders signed by two of the district commissioners
or upon orders signed by the county judge or the chairman of the county
court (22),

The commissioners were to have charge of the road tools of their
districts and could require bonds of overseers for the care of tools
furnished them (23), Materials necded for purposes of road maintenance
could be condemned by the road overseers (24),

Applications.to open. close, or change roads were to be addressed to
the commissioners, Damages were to be assessed by the commissioners and
were to be paid by the applicants except that "for good reason" they could
be charged to the county, The commissioners were to report their action
to the quarterly court for its approval (25),

The commissioners were to classify the roads of their district ac=
cording to width and to have all first and second class roads, i,e.,
roads between twenty and forty feet and roads between twelve and twenty=
four feet, ontercd on a record to be kept by the county court clerk (26
The district clerks were to keep a record of all official business
transacted by the commissioners (27). Thoy were to make "all necossary
returns to the Chairman or Clerk of the County Court" and to make
annual financial report, accompanicd by vouchers for disbursements,

(9N
@

-

DN
O WO,
@ o >
-
-

[AV]
e
-

At}
(a2 o

(W)}

) DD
-

N DD
<O U W
= 0N
= T

o

.
.
o
e
-

4
(@)




Iairﬂan of Tl ounty court to be

This law of 1881 did not apply to incorpcrated towns
inhabitents were taxed for the upkeeop of the strects (29).

18 of 1881 authorized the counties to acquire and nar
turnpikes (30). when tho county acquirod a turnpike, tho quartorly
court was to appoint throe turnpikec commissioners to serve for onc yoar,
The commissioners were to appoint toll-gate kcopers and other necossary

laborers, to fix the rate of tolls, and to make an annual roport to the
court (31),

In 1882 the general road law of 1881 was amended so as to requirc
the road commissioners appointed by the quarterly court to serve at

5]

least one ye and to make othor minor changes (32),

In 188¢ e mogneral road v of 1881 was again amended so as to
provide f onc commissioner to scrve for onc year in each district

instead of threc to serve for t @ years (38387, 1 bond and tho oath
of each commissioner wero to be filod with the county court clerk (34),

Also under this act of 1883, the trustece displaced the district
clerks as collectors of the highway tax, The asscssor's and collector!s
books were to have columns ruled for the extension of this tax (5B)%

The trustec was to kecp an account-of tho collection for each district
and to pay over to the district comnissioner funds as rapidly as col-
lections wero made, on the condition 2t the comnissioncr had
(36), If the commissioner had failed to makec bond disbursmvﬂi~
to be made by the trustec upon the ordcr of tho commis 57
road overseers wore to work on their roads
of days, not to cxcved ten, cach yocar, to keop
commissioncr was, ?y Dec o b r 25th
statement of receipts and
of the counta court,
to be filed in the office of
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On or before October 1st of cach year, each overseer was to furnish
the trustee a list of persons subject to road duty in his scetion with
notations showing the persons who had commuted all or part of thoir tax
by work (40),

Another act of 1883 authorized the quartorly court to organizo a
turnpike commission, consisting of the chairman of thc sourt or the
county judge as chairman and two othor membeors selocted by but not from
the membership of the court (41). Beforo entering upon the discharge of
their duties the commissionors worc to file their oaths ‘and bonds with
the county court clerlk (42). The commission was to organize by olecting
one of its mombers, other than tho chairman, sccretary of the board and
suporvisor of the work to bo done (43),

1

When and if the quarterly court sct up such a commission, it was to

lovy a turnpiko tax of not more than ton cents upon cach hundred dollars
of taxablo wealth and a tax on priviloges not to excoed ono~fourth tho
total county tax on privileges (44), The taxes were to bo collected by
the trustce, and disburscments of tho procoeds woro to bo made by him up-
on the warrants of thc comuissionors (45)., However, priviloge taxes,
normally, werc collcctcd by the county court clork and paid over to the
trustec and it is possiblc that tho county court clork continued to
collect this tax and thon sottled with the trustee,

The commission was roquired to keep a rocord of all its official
transactions, to make "all neecessary roeturns to the Clerk of tho County

2
Court" and to makc an annual roeport to the quarterly court, which, to=
gether with all vouchors, was to be filed in tho office of the county
court clork (46),

The road law of 1881 was supersoded in 1885 (47). The quarterly
county court was dirccted to divide tho county into road districts and
to appoint a commissioncr for each district to scrvec for ono yoar (48),
Before cntoring upon his dutics, cach commissionor was to file an oath
with the cownty court clork (49), but ho was not rocquircd by the act to
make bond. lithin ton days after his cloction cach commissionor was to
roceive a certificate giving tho bounds of } road district (50), A
duplicate, on which the shoriff was to makc his return, was to bo filod

Acts 1883, ch, 128 so
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in tho officc of tho county court clork (51), Except for tho provision
that the pay of a.commissioncr was not to oxccud ten per-cont of tho tax
collocted in his distriect (52), thore was no definitc provision for his
componsation, The quarterly court could remove a commissioncr (53) and
fill vacancios (54),

Under the ect of 1885, tho commissioners werc to appoint tho ovor=
seers for their districts, FEach overscor was to have chargc of from ono
to five milcs of road, Within ton days aftor his appointmont, cach over-
soor was to roccive from the commissioncr appointing him a cortificato
giving the bounds and class of his scction of road, the farms or rosi=
donces allotted to cach scetion, and the number of days cach hand was
subject to road duty (55). Each road overscor roccived a per diem of
dollar but could reccive no pay for the numbor of days which all phy=-
sically ablc males worc to work tho roads (56). Tho torm of officc was
onc yoar (57), Ovorscers worc romovablo by thc commissioncrs for
failure to perform their dutics (58), All able-bodiocd malo inhabitants
betwoon the agos of eighteen and fifty werc to work upon the roads of
thoir districts from threc to six days annually or pay a dollar for cach
day of failurc to work (59), Inmatos of tho county jail or workhousc
werc to bc worked on the roads (60).

one

The quartcerly court was to lovy a highway tax of from five to
twonty~five conts upon cach hundrod dollars of taxable property in tho
county and a tax on priviloges of not morc than ono~fourth that assessod
for county purposocs, to be payablc in money eoxccpt whon the quarterly
court pormitted half tho tax to bo worked out at the curront markot
pricos for labor (61), The taxos wore, according to tho act, to bo
colloctod by tho county trustec (62) and disbursod by him upon tho
written ordors of the commissionor (63), Again it is likoly that tho
county court clerk madc thc initial collcetion of the tax on privilogos,

The commissionor could contract with "any tax-payoer" to furnish
labor or material (64). Matorials could be condomnod by the road over=-
scor (65). The commissioners worc to have custody of the road tools and
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A

they could require bonds of overseesrs for the care of tools furnished
then (66),

An application for opening, closing, or changing a road was to be
addressed to the commissioner of the district through which the road
4

ran or was to run (67). Damages were to be paid by the applicants un=
less "for good reason" they were assessed against the county (68),

The road commissioners, were to classify the roads of their dis-
tricts into three classes, according to width, the classifications
to be entered by the county court clerk in a book kept by him for the
purpose of making such entries (69), Each comiissioncr was required
to keep a record of all his official transactions to make "all
necessary returns to the Judge or Chairman", and to malke an annusl re-
port, along with the vouchers for disbursements, to be filed in the
office of the county court clerk (M) .

to incorporated towns and cities
the upkecp of the streets (71),

The road law of 1885 ws epcaled in 1889 (72), Undor the act of
1889, road districts were to be co-extensive with the givid districts
(73).. The quarterly court was to classify the roads of the county and
to have the classifications entered into a book to be kept by the

county court clerk (74), The court was to appoint road overseers. each
to have charge of from one to five miles of road (75), Within ten days
after his election, cach overseer was to receive from the quarterly
court, through the sheriff, a certificate delimiting and giving the
class of his section of road and giving the nemes of persons subjeect to
road duty under him and the number of days each hand was to work, The
sheriff was to make his return upon a duplicate to be filed in the
office of the county court clerk (76), Neithor oath nor bond was ro=-
quired of tho overseer by the act, The overseer's componsation was +o
be a dollar for each day of actual sorvice above the compulsory duty re=-
quired of all (77). Tho oversoer was romovable by the quarterly court
(78).

All able~=bodicd male residonts of tho county between the ago of
eightoon and forty-five worc to work upon the roads from four to twelve
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days a year or pay seventy-fivo cdnts for each day of failurs to work
J L o

o

(79)

The quarterly court was to levy & highway tax of botwoen five and
twonty conts on cach hundred dollars of taxablc property and a highway
tax on nTlVle“QS not to exceed ono~fourth of "the assessment made for
county purposcs" (80), Theso taxos, according to the act, were to bo
collectod by the county trustec (81) and digbursed by him upon the order
of the county judge or chairmen of tho county court (82), Again, pro-
bably, the initial collcetions of the tax on priviloges wore made by
the county court clerk,

The road overseer was veosted with power to condomn matorials necdod
for road building or maintenance (83), The quartcrly court was to pur=
chasc and have the custody of road tools (84), The county judgc or tho
chairman of the county court was to sottlo Nlbh the oversecrs boforo
Decombor 20th of cach year and to give orders on the trustee for tho
accounts due thom (85),

An aet of 1891 repoalod the road law of 1889 (86), This act of
1891 ordered the quarterly county court to divide the county into one
or morc road districts and to eleet a road commissionor for each dis-
trict (87). Beforo entering upon his dutios, cach commissioner was to
file an oath with the county court clork (88) but was not requirced by the
act to make bond, As compecunsation, tho commissioncr was to rcceivo a
dollar for cach day of actual scrvice abov: the numbor of days of com=

pulsory road scrvicc (89), The torm of OfilC) was to be two yoears (90),
Tho commissioner was removable (91) prosumably by the quarterly court,
Vacancics were to be filled by the court (92),

Jithin ten days after his eleoction, cach commis cr was to ro=
cive from the quarterly court, through the sherif f OurjlllC“tb
i district (Uu). Thp shoriff was to mnPﬂ 1is return upon
which was to be filed by tho county court clork (94),
tNL*Soloan had gencral control over the working of the roads of
district (95),
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The usual system of working roads was apparently by road hand
working under road overscers appointed annually by the road commissioners
(96), Within ten days after his appointment, cach overscer was to re-
ceive from the commissioncr an order describin~ his road scction (97).

Ls compensation, the overscer was to receive a dollar for each day of
actual service above the number of days of compulsory road duty (98),
The oversecor was to settle annually on or before Dccembor 25th with the
commissioncrs (99),

All ablo-bodied males between tho ages of cighteen and forty
were subjoct to from four to eight days compulsory labor as decrued
the quartorly court or to the payment of seventy=five cents for cach
day of failurc to work (100), Tho road commissioner was to collect this
alternative tax in his district and to give receipts (101), Prisoncrs
in the county jail or worlkhouse were to be worked upon the roads (102),

A road tax of from five to twonty-fivc cents on cach hundred
dollars of taxable property and a tax on privileges not to cxceecd onoc=
fourth of tho "assessment for county purposcs" were to be leviod by tho
quarterly court (103), According to tho act theso taxos werc to be
collected by the county trustec (104 but again it is probablo that
the county court clcrk made the initial collcctions of the privilege tax
Tho procecds worc to be spent in the district whore the tax was assessod
cxcopt that a special allocation of the prococds of the railroad ©
to be medc by tho quartorly court (105), Disbursomonts wérse to bo
by the trustec upon the warrants of tlic judge or tho chairman of ©

1

tax was
mado
0

county court issucd upon the written ordors of tho commissioner (

h
06),
road commissioncr was in charge of the road
authorizcd to req ¢ honds of overscors
to them (107), .Ssioncr was

of ‘tooks (I08),

ssioner could contract v 1 "eny tax payeé to furnish
118 (109). The ove TS sher: had the power to condomn
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matorials for usc in road building or maintenance (

An application to opor, changc, or closc a road was to bo addrossia
edt tho road commissionor of the district in which the road was to bo
opencd or changed (111), amages in conncction with such changos were
to beo asscsscd by a jury of view composcd of thc commissioncr and two
frec-holdors, and paid out of thc county funds, if thc county judge or
chairman approved the change (112),

The county court clork was to kocp a road rocord book showing
classification of all roads in the county (113) and to furnish to
comnissioncrs lists of persons in their districts subjocct to road

(114), The commissionor was to koep a rccord of all his official
actions and annually to make a complotc report of those to the county
judgo or tho chairman of the county court (115), The commissioncr'!s rc=
ccipt stubs and road order stubs were to be filed with the annual rceport
(i)

Even though the working of thce public roads undor overseors seoms
to have boon ¢ norm, any scction of road, atv the dircction of tho
quarterly court, could be worked by the road hands under the dircction
of a person’'opcrating undcr contract with a board composed of the judge
or the chairman of the county court and tho road commissionor of the
district, Thc contractor was to be bonded to this board (117).

Another cct of 1891 authorized the quarterly county court to
appoint thrce commissionors who could omploy cngincers and othor ox=
perts to conduct a survey of tho county road systcm and to proposo
improvements (118), Tho commission was roquired to mako a full roport
of its activitics and recommendations, the roport, upon being approved
by tho quartorly county court, to bec spread on tho minutus of tho court
(119), Upon its approval of the roport, the court was to ordor the
shorifi to hold a genoral clcction to determinc whother thorc-should bo
a bond issuc to obtain funds to financc thc recommendod improvements
(120), If a favorablc vote rosulted, the court i shroe com=
missioners to advertisc for bids for making the improvoments an
suporvise the projoets (121), The commission was to bo roguirc
make detailcd reports to the court at cach of its sossions and,
complotion of tho work, to mako a final roport (182),
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An act of 1899 dirccted the quartorly county court of cach county
with & population of lcss than one hundred and ten thousand to re-
organize tho administrative sct=-up for roads at its session in Januory
1900 (123), At this timo, tho court was to appoint a frocholder of tho
county with cxpcericnce in road building as rozd commissioncr for tho
county, DBefore entering upon his duties, the commissioner was to tale an

ath before the county court clerk (124), but he was not required by tho
act to'make bond, The commissioner was to receive a per diem of two
dollars, but he could not receive morc than a hundred and twonty dollars
8 year in any counby with a population less than twonty-five thousand,
morc than one hundred mnd soventy dollars in any county with a population
between twenty-five thousand and fifty thousand, or more than two hun=
dred and forty dollars in any county with a population in oxcess of Lifty
thousand, The term of officc was to be two yoars, The commissioner was
removable by the quarterly court for misconduct in office or nogloot of
duty (125),

By this law, the ofif'ice of overseor was abolished and provision
nade for working the roads under contracts with the lowest bidders, Bids
were to bo opened and contracts awarded by the road commissioner and tho
county judge or tho chairmen of the quarterly court, The contractors
were. to be under bond with the commissioner and the judgo or chairman
(128),

All physically able maleo rosidents of the county betweon the agos
of olightoon and fifty wero to bo subjoct to road labor, tho number of
days presumably to be specified by the quarterly court, In lieu of
labor, a resident could pay thc contractor or the commissioner fifty
cents for each day of failure to work, Prisoncrs werc to be worked upon
the roads " as far as practicable" (127).

The quarterly court was to levy a highway tax of betwecn five and
forty cents upon cach hundred dollars of taxabloc property in the county
(128), This tax was to be collcetod by the trustoo and disburscd upon
the warrant of tho”judge or chairman (129), Tho judge or chairman was
to mako to the quarterly court a quarterly roport of rocoipts and dis-
bursoments of thc highway moncy (130),

An application for opcning, closing or changing a road was to bo
addressed to the road commissioncr, Damagcs wore to be assessed by tho
comnissioner, Thc commissioner was to file tho petitions and the

,

assessmonts of damagos with tho quartorly court for its considoration

(131), o
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The contractor was to furnish all materials needed for road maine
tenance, including materials nccessary for small bridges (132), The
dounty!s road tools were to be sold at auction (133),

The commissioner was roquired to make quarterly reports to tho quare
torly court showing in detail the amount and naturc of the work done
during the quarter, to make an annual report to be spread on the minutes
of the court showing the work done and the classification of each road
in the county, and to make a report at the end of his term (134),

An act of 1901 authorized the quarterly county court of each county,
oxcopt Knox, to appoint a turnpike commissioner for cach turnpikc ownod
by the county and, also, a county turnpike supcrintendent (135), Tho
salary of tho superintondent was not to excocd fifteon hundred dollars a
year (136); that of cach turnpike commissionor was to bo ono hundrod
dollars a ycar (137), The superintondent was to be under a bond of fivo
thousand dollars with thc county court clerk (138), Both the turnpike
supcrintondent and thc commissioners were to serve for four ycars (139),
These officials werc to soc that the county turnpikes wore kopt in mood
condition, Work could be donc by tho county through its ovm omployces
or donc with lowsst biddors (140), No rccords were required of thoso
officials by law,

Under another act of 1901, in January 1902 tho quartcrly county
court in cach county having a population of less than scventy thousand
was to cloct for cach civil district a froc=holdor of that district
with oxperionce in road building as road commissionor for that district
(141), Boforo cntoering upon tho dischargc of his dutiecs, cach road
comnissioncr was to subscribe to an oath before the county court clerk
and to makc a bond, prosumably of such sizo as tho court ordercd, Each
commissionor was to recceive a dollar for cach day of actual scrvico, but
could not claim pay for morc than ton days a ycar (142), Prosumably a
road commissioner was romovablc by the quartorly court,

Roads worc to bo workod undeor tho dircction of overscors appointed
by the district commissioncrs (143), oxcopt that tho quarterly court
could designate certain thoroughfarcs to be worked under contract with

132, ‘Acts 1899, ch, 368, sec, 10,
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the lowest bidders (144), Bach overseer was to receive a dollar a day
for not more than six days a year of actual service above the numbor of
days of compulsory road duty (145), His term of office was to be one
year (146), :

Lvery physically able male resident of the county between the age
of twenty-~one and forty-five was to be subject to work upon the roads
from flve to eight days a year, as decreecd by the quarterly eourt, or
pay to the commissioner of his district seventy=five cents for eac
of failure Lo work (147), County prisoners subject to labor weroc
used on the roads (148),

The quarterly court was to levy a highway tax of two cents for
day of compulsory road duty on each hundred dollars of taxable proper
outside incorporated towns, cities, and taxing districts (149), Th
tax was to be collected by the county trustee and disbursements of
prococds were to be made by him upon the warrants of the district com-
missioner, approved by the judze or chairman of the county court (180),
A poerson could work out two-thirds of his asscssment, obtaining a re-
ceipt from tho commissioner of the district for this work (151), Two-
thirds of the tax was to be spent in the districts whero it was assossed
and one~third was to be spent upon the main thoroughfares (162), The
Jjudge or chairman of the county court was cha ged with making quarterly
reports on receipts and disbursemonts. and those reports, when approvad
by the finance commissioners, were t0 become part of tho minutos.of the
court (153),

1
41
(V)

ne

An application to open,; to close, or to change a road
made to the road commissioncr of

the district in which tho

was to lic (154), Damages werc to bo assessed by the comnj

His assessments along with the original pctitions were to bo filed wi
the quarterly court, which would or would not order the proposed change
to take place

dach commi oner was required malk 1 annual report to the quar~

1t showing the worl don 1 his trict du g the year and +the
: of cach road in his district, tho report to be filod in
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the office of the county court clerk (157),

In casc cortain highways wore designated by the quartorly court to
bo worked by private contractors, it was to s¢t up a committee, consist=
ing of the chairmen of the county court or the county judgo and four
other citizens to enter into contracts with the lowest bidders, Bids
worc to be opened in the proseoncc of the district road commissioners,
The commissioners could rejcct any and all bids or allow the contract
to be made with the lowest bidders, Contractors were to make bond for
the faithful performance of their duties, Contractors were to furnish
their own tools, materials, and so on, or if no satisfactory bids wore
received, the commissioners could employ labor and purchasc tools for
the Jﬂint*NQICO of the highways (158), The commissioners could employ
a man "skilled in road making" to supervise the working of tho county
highways, His compensation was not to exceed two dollars for a day of
actual service (159),

If the quarterly court took any of the steps contemplated in tho
section summarized in the forcgoing paragraph, it was to levy a special
tax of not more than twenty conts on uach hundred dollars of taxablo
wealth in the county without the bounds of any incorporated town, city,
or taxing district (160),

A '
\

An act approved on April 15, 1907, creatcd the office of the State
Highway Commissionor (161), Tho act provided that the State Highway
Commissionor was to bo appointed by the Governor (162 To beheligible

L8 J . (&

for appointment, onc was rcquirecd to be a civil onginecr. a frecholdor
of the State, and at loast thirty years of age, Tho State Highway Come
missioner was roquired to b¢ under a bond of ten thousand dwll(..ro with
the Statc Comptrollor and to subscribe to an oath to perform his dutios
faithfully woll (163), His salary was to be twenty=five hundred
dollars a yoar (164), uxolusivu of necessary traveling cxpcnscs (lﬁo),
His torm of office was to be two yu&rs (166).

The Governor was also to appoint two Assistant Highway Commissionors,
one for each grand division of thc State othor than that from which tho
Commissioncr was appointed (167),

The State H A ommissioncr was to havo gencral supcrvision and
control over tho ildi f a tem of Statc highways contomplatod by
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the act (168), The commissioner could employ a clerk at a salary not to
exceod twelve hundred dollars a year (169),

An annual appropriation out of the funds in the State treasury of
five hundred thousand dollars was to be made to constitute a State high=-
way fund <o be apportioned among the counties of the State on the basis
of area (170),

To work with the State Highway Cormissioner, a five msn board con=
sisting of the county judge or chairmen of the county court and four
other persons appointed by the court was to be set up in each county

(171), The State Commissioner, or one of the assistant Commissioners,
was to go to each county to consult with its board and to decide where
and what highways were to be built in the county (172)., Copies of the
resulting plans and specifications were to be filed in the office of the
State Highway Commissioner and in the office of the county court clerk
(173), As soon as the location of the proposed highway was decided
upon, the State Commissioner was to advertise for bids and to conbtract
in the name of the Stieto with the lowest bidder (174),

t effect upon the earlier laws outlined
f repealed in 1909 (175),

This enactment had no direc
in this statement, It was itsel
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