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"To bring together the records of the past and to
house them in the buildings where they will be preserved
for the use of men living in the future, a nation must
believe in three things. It must believe in the past.
It must believe in the future. It must, above all,
believe in the capacity of its people so to learn from
the past that they can gain in judgment for the creation

off the fuature -~ ——= Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
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PREF

This History of Pittsfield is Part I of a two-volume unit in the
serleu bear

.l'\.CF

tts, prepared by the Historical Records Survey in Massachuset®t
»ludes an inventory of the public archives of Pittsfield, as
well as sketches outlining its govermnmental organization and record-
keeping system The quantity and diversity of the material covered in this
unit presented a technical publishing problem which has been solved by
dividing it into two separaue parts The present volume, therefore, has
been prepared to include a survey of the history of Pittsfield, and
sketches analyzing the development and functions of the various govermmental
offices Together these two volumes constitute the first in a series of
such surveys covering the cities and towns of Berkshire County Ehas
anticipated that.eventually the records of every govermmental unit in the
State will have been covered Copies of this and every publicatiocn of the
Massachusetts Historical Records Su“vpy, a list of which may be found at
the end of this volume, are distributed among the libraries throughout
the country

ing the title Inventory of the Town and City Archives of

In addition to its regular work of preparing and publishing inven—
tories, guides, calendars, check lists, and indexes, the Survey has a
new and important task in the present period of crisis, endorsed by the
Massachusetts Committee on the Conservation of Cultural Resources To
survey housing and storage facilities in restricted areas for emergency
deposit of archives, manuscripts, records, and museum treasures, and to
ssist curators and custodians in preparing priority lists of such materials.

The field research on which this history is based was prepared under
the direction of Mrs. Dora W. Eastman,the editorial work was under the
supervision of Mr. George A. Weiner, and the work of publication was under
the supervision of Mr. M. Louis Haffer The Survey is indebted to the
city officials of Pittsfield for the city's sponsorship of this work and
for their cooperation with the Survey's field personnel, and to the
Secretary of the Commonwealth, Mr . Frederic W. Cook, sponsor of the
Massachusetts Historical Records Survey

Paul A. Baker
State Supervisor
Historical Records Survey
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ABBREVIATIONS | SYIBOLS AND EXPLANATC

3

Abbreviations

Bk book
ch chapter
Col. Colonial
Ol degrees
ed editor
ik Fast
Etc., et. seq and so forth
hdw. handwritten
ibid. same reference
idem. the same
Mass. Massachusetts
no(s) number(s)
Op -Gt werk cited
P-, PD pagels)
Rec Records
sec(s) section(s)
ser. series
S0 South
ST street
Wt West
Svibols

X by

—-— continues to date

" inch(s)

: foot, feet

ek denotes ommission

in quoted matter

Explanatory Notes

Footnotes which cite entry numbers refer to inventory of records
contained in Part II 7 |




1743
Summer

1743
October

1749
Spring

1753

1L17515)
June 11

1753
July

1754
March

1761
Apr. 7

CHRONOLOGY OF HISTORICAL EVENTS

I. Boston Township No. 3

General Court grants the Town of Boston
3 townships located in the wilderness.

Selectmen of Boston vote to give John
Wendel a deed to Township No. 3

Deed signed and given to John Wendel.
General Court authorizes a survey of
the grant be made by John Wendel.

Survey of the plat completed.

Survey allowed and signed by the
Governor.

First attempt to settle the land.

Settlement abandoned because of the
French and Indian War.

Owners return to resume settlement

Inhabitants petition General Court for
authority to hold proprietors®
meeting and conduct affairs.

General Court grants above petition.

II. Pontoosuck Plantation

First meeting of Plantation proprie-
tors. Officers: chosen.

Second meeting, election of officers

confirmed.

Proprietors vote to petition the General
Court for town incorporation.

viii

Documentation

Province Resolves,
RER s ehs 619

Boston Town .Records,
1740-42, pp. 124, 125

Thid., p. 185,

Province Resolves,
59 el S 299

T

Mass. Archives, lMaps
and Plans.

Province Resolves,
738 = 595 Seh =963

Mass. Archives,
Towns.
ITdem.

Thid, XmTEgsno

Province Resolves
7555 XVae chic 15

Town Records, pp. 4,
5, see entry 34.
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of Hudson's voyage a

the upper Housatonic

I ands of
lley, some  of whom had pii
the boundaries of F if we may credit
the name.® Trom Hudson's description of the chie
visited near Schodac on the Hudson in 1609, we must draw
of these predec »rs of the English founders of Pitt
the Tirst white men to penetrate beyond the mountains le
nc accurate account of the scene. Hudson wrote:

o

their canoes
o was the [ of the tribe consisti
of Torty men and seventeen women. These I saw there,
9 house well constructed of oak bark, and circu
had pearance of heing
ontained a large
and heans of last year's growth;
e house for the purpose of drying
to load three ships, besides what was growinz in
elds On our coming into the house, two mats were
out to sit on, and some food was irmediately
in well-made red wooden bowls; two men were also

1 John Fiske, The Dutch and Quaker Colonies in America, I, 83-90
2 LEhidaseps " L05

5 Truslow Adams, The Founding of New England, p. 48

4 Edward Adams Smith, History of Pittsfield, Mass., I, 43
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Historical Sketch

dispatched at once in quest of game, who soon after
brought a pair of pigeons which they shot They 1like
wise killed a fat dog, and skinned it with great haste,
with shells which they had got out of the water "

Five years later the Dutch erected a trading post on the site of the
0ld French blockhouse just below Albanyzfrom which they went out to scour
the countryside in search of furs and to establish amicable relations with
the Indians These Dutchmen were undoubtedly the first Europeans to
visit the villages on the Housatonic How many traders ventured across
the lofty Taconics we do not knmow, but the finest skins came from the
westward and the eyes of the Amsterdam merchants naturally turned in that
direction © Even the Dutch settlers who followed them up the Hudson moved

sastward only as far as the mountains

Eventually, however, the English pushed westward from their foothold
on the seaboard to the Connecticut River, establishing the town of
Springfield in 1641 & Soon other villages sprang up along the river and
inland to the Hoosacs where these hardy pioneers halted for a time to
build their homes and later to defend them from the French and Indian
invaders The colony of New York, which had inherited from the Dutch
its much-diminished claims continued for some years to assert 1ts rights
to the Berkshires_9 although in 1662 this area had been incorporated by the
General Court as a part of Hampshire County 10 When a few years of peace
followed the treaty of Utrecht the doughty pioneers of the latter colony
unsuccessfully petitioned for the disputed land beyond the mountains In
1772 two townships on the "Housatannuck River" received legislative sanction
and ten years later one of them was legally incorporated as the town of

Sheffield 1%

1

As the population of Massachusetts Bay had increased rapidly during
the preceding century and many scttlements were beginning to feel crowded
it is not strange that other groups should begin to take interest in the

Berkchires

John Romeyn Brodhead, History of New York, I, 30
Figke, op- cikti, 1y 106
Brodhead, op. ¢it , 1, 67
Smid bhs, ophaeih . tes 20
Brodhead; iop, eite; 1, 91
Records of the Govenor and Company of the Massachusetts Bay in
New England, 1628 1686, compiled by N B Shurtleff., Boston, 1854, I, 320
222, hereinafter cited as Col Rec .

7 Smibh, op ceat s, T, 55,156

8 Brodhead, op cit , I, 745

§ s Siithoopseit T, 60

0. ol Rec . IV, Part 2, p. 52

11 Commonwealth of Mass , The Acts and Resolves, Public and Private,

(9230 BT X AR AV IR o

| e i i

cited as the Province Resolves
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Boston esented to the General Court a

ined about their tremendous welfare burden,

(@]}
<
=
W

iEhal R
menorial in 1
the cost of maintai

ing fr schools, and the size of their province tax,
which amounted to one-fifth of the total asgsessment upon the ‘
=

which they were laboring,

t

Considering the difficul
for three or f ]
circumstances required.—
granted to Bos

entry appears in the selectmen's records:

b
netivion, the legi
] 12

townships,< and the

"A grant of the great and general court to
the Town of Boston of three tracts of
land : That there be and hereby is
nted to the Town of Boston,. Three Tracts
of land each of the contents of six miles
sqguare, and to be laid out in some suitable Place
or Places in the Unapvropriated Lands of this
Province, for the Townships, by a Surveyor and

years
Settle

cle nsi manner as the
lends will admit o ach of said Sixty Families to
build and finish a Dwelling House on his Home Lot,

S
of the following , ns, viz., Eighteen feet
square and seven feet at the least. That each

of the said settlers n said Town bring to,

fit for Improvement Aicres of said Home Lot,
either by Plowing, or to Mowing, by Stockinz the

same well with English grass, and Fence the same

well in, and actually live on the spot £nd also

a suitable and convenient House

f God, and Settle a

learned orthodox minister in each of said Towns,
and provide for their honorable and comfortable

v, end also lay out three Housse lots in

:h of said Towns, each of which to Draw & sixty
t of said Town in all future Divisions,

O be Tor the first settled minister, one for

inistry, and one for the School."°

ni

Province Resolves, 1755, XII, ch. 69.

Tdem. :

Bosten, City of, Town Records 1729-1742, in A Report of the
Record Commissioners of the City of Boston, containing the Boston records
from 1729-1742. Boston, 1885; hereinafter as Boston Town Records.
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Historical Sketch

The General Court also set December 29, 1736 as the deadline for the

completion of the surveys and the return of the plats.

To ensure the fulfillment of these conditions the selectmen ordered

that’

" s
a committee fully autl

he Hon. Board shall appoint
horized to admit settlers

And to take of each settler a bond, in the sum
of 25 pounds for the performance of the Conditions
so far as relates to their respective Lots, which

bond shall be made payable to the Province Treasurer,

but in case any of the Lots in any one of the Town
Ships hereby granted, shall not be settled in the

time and manner as is above provided, then such Lot

with the rights belonging thereto, shall revert to,

and be at the Disposition of the Govermment.'

They also voted:

1<

"To proceed to Imspect, Survey, and Plat 3 tracts
of land, agreeable to the said grant suitable for
Town Ships, and with what speed they conveniently

may or can, and thaf they Report thereol to
as soon as may be.""

These three townships later became the towns now

number three.

Ta June 1736 John Wendell, a member of the selectmen's commission
appointed to supervise these three settlements, purchased at public
auction the inchoate rights of Boston in township number three,4
September 21, 1736 the selectmen of Boston voted: "The township not as
yet laid out, to the Hon. Colonel Jacob Wendell, for the sum of Thirteen
yet given, but
entry in the

Hundred and Twenty Poungs, for which, the Deed is not
will be in & few days "° The following March another
selectmen’s record reads:

the Town

known as Colrain
Charlemont, and Pittsfield, the latter being called Boston township

Province Resolves, 1735,
Boston Town Records, p. 120,

Ldem.

S hse0p, Gibiy =T 675

Boston Town Records from 1729-1742, p. 179.
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Historical Sketch

"To the Inhabitants of Boston, in Town Meeting assembled,
13, March 1737. Agreeable to the Report of Selectmen

made the twenty first day of September last, relating

to the sale of the Three Townships -- we have this day

executed a deed to the Hon. Jacob Wendell, Esg. for the

Township as not yet laid out, And have taken Bonds

from Him for thirteen hundred and Twenty Pounds, being

the sum the said Township was sold for."-:

Immediately following this move Wendell obtained from the General
Court an extension of time in which to survey and plot the grant, and
he was given until January 6, 1738 to make his returns.? Accordingly,
he started his journey westward to arrange for the survey and to come to

terms with the Indians.

The survey of township number three was not completed, however,
until September 27, 1738.% The General Court accepted it and it was
allowed and signed by Governor Becker on December 8, 1738.% The
original plat is among the archives in the State House and is described
in our appendix entry number one. It comprised an area of 24,040 acres,
practically six miles square, and included a grant of 1,000 acres made
to a John Stoddard.

Meanwhile, Wendell's negotations with the Indians had resulted in
their giving him a deed to this same tract of land, signed by Masinamake,
alias Solomon, one of the Mahkande Indians. This paper describes the
land as follows: "All of that certain Tract or parcel of land scituate
lying and being Northward of the upper Township of Housatunnock at the
distance of Ten miles above the Hoplands extending in Breath on both
Sides of the Westenhock alias the Sheffield River six English miles and
in length along the river Twelve miles."

Previous to the sale of Boston township number three to Col. Wendell,
there had been granted by the General Court on December 17, 1734, a
grant of land to Col. John Stoddard.6 The fact that this land lay within
8 the boundaries of the Boston grant was not realized at the time the
= latter division was made. One thousand acres of "Unappropriated
Lands . . . . in some convenient place in the county of Hampshire" yas
given to Col. Stoddard in consideration of his "Great Service to the

Boston Town Records from 1729-1742, p. 186.
« Province Reselwves; 173%, Xlls chiea22097
Mass. Archives, Maps and Plans, vol. 12, pp. 5, 6, see
appendix entry 1.

4. Province Resolves, 1738-39, XII, ch. 96.

5. Hampden County, Registry of Deeds, Property Records, Bk. 4,
PP =060 "BElE

6. Province Resolves, 1734, XII, ch. 146.
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Historical Sketch

Province in divers Journeys to Canada, Albany, and the Fastern parts,
upon Public affairs, his Serving in the war with Good Success, his
Transactions with the Canada Indians and other Western Indians, and his
Entertaining of them at his house without any Expence to the Province i
During his journeys to Albany over Unkanet’s road, the colonel had
doubtless looked with pleasure upon the fine land at the junction of the
two branches of the Housatonic River and it was here that he selected
his thousand acres. Although his survey was not returned until June 22,
1756,2 the General Court made the necessary confirmation, obviously

\ unaware, as we have said, that the area fell within Boston township
number three.

Indications are that Col. Stoddard desired to enlarge his patent
either by grant or purchase, to a full township, and therefore went
to obtain deeds and leases from different Indian claimants for the
which later proved to be almost identical with Wendell's township.
Indian deed conveying to Col. Stoddard six square miles of land was
signed in 1737, but was never confirmed by the General Court, Tor bj
this time it was known that the land had been deeded to Col. W
The General Court, however, recognized the earlier grant of
acres made to Col. Stoddard in 1734, and it is this piece of land which
is mentioned in Col. Wendell's plat as already belonging to Col. Stoddard,
althouzh within the area allowed Col. Wendell.4

Just when the two men learned that they had contracted for the same

area is not clear. When Colonel Wendell registered his survey on October 4,
1738, he gave evidence that he was aware that the earlier grant to Stoddard
lay within his plat by stating therein that it contained "84,040racres
including . . . . a grant of 1,000 acres made to John Stoddard."® The
General Court also recognized this situation and made & similar reser ;
Fortunately, Stoddard and Wendell were both exceptional persons, colonels
of the militias in their respective counties and members of the provincial
legislature. For more than two years, or until they had come to an amicable
settlement, neither claimant made any attempt to take over the township. '

On May 29, 1741 the matter was finally settled. Wendell and Stoddard
exchanged deeds, wherein the former acknowledged the latter s "Just &
Compleat Title to his Thousand Acres of land" as well as the "great Expence"

. Province Resolves, 1734, XI1, ch. 146.
Thid:  =1736, - ch. 425

Smath, op. Gl L 64,

Province Resolves, 1738-39, XII1, ch. 96.
See appendix entry 1E5

Province Resolves, 1738-39, XII, ehi 96.
= Smivh, op.- Cit. el 6467,
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Historical Sketch

that he had incurred in purchasing "Several Grants and Leases from the
Natives." 1In consideration of the foregoing, Wendell freely granted
Stoddard one-third of the entire township. Stoddard in return formally
transferred to Wendell two-thirds of his thousand acres.?® At the same
time a third partner was admitted into the proprietorship, for Wendell
sold to Philip Livingston of Albany one-half of his remaining interest
for "Eleven Hundred and Fifty Eight Pounds One Shilling & Seven Pence
halfpenny nd Although the three men were now equal owners of the township,
the newcomer for some reason accepted the responsibility for finding
purchasers.

The township as laid out by John Huston in 1738 showed 64 house or
settling lots lying-“in a belt across the center of the township, which
was crossed at right angles by two roads, the present North, South
East, and West Streets. Fach lot contained 100 acres, 80 rods wide and
200 rods deep, unless the irregularities of the ground made these
dimensions impossible. It was here that the required 60 families must
be settled; and the surrounding territory remained as common land in
the possession of the proprietors.4 It might be well to note here and
carry in mind the peculiar system of dividing the township into 60
settling-lots, for around the division, settling, and final dispo
of these lots centered years of controversy between the proprietors and
the early settlers.

Within a short time Livingston interested 70 New York Dutchmen in
the prospects of buying Pontoosuck land for settlement. This action,
& of course, conflicted with the terms of the original grant, which
i stipulated that all settlers be inhabitants of Massachusetts Bay.

However, when the Dutchmen learned that they could not select thei?® own

5 6 lots, but must take chances in a general drawing, they promptly réfused
to buy. As Livingston had no other prospective purchasers, this proved

| a severe blow to the owners, but Captain John Huston fortunately came to

bic the rescue. Because of his detailed knowledge of the township he was
able to interest 40 acquaintances living in Westfield and vicinity. In
gratitude for his efforts he was awarded three choice lots.

g After viewing the land and finding it desirable, the Westfield men

et made immediate arrangements for closing the sale, selecting John Huston,

.Joseph Root, and John Lee to represent them in Albany. For E1,200 these
men purchased outright the necessary 40 lots, and on November 1, 1742
- they signed the indenture which outlined the terms on which the sale
was made: "that they Shall upon Every and Each of the Forty Lotts of Land
- . begin a Settlement the next Spring or Summer after the Date of these
Presents and continue the Same at least for four years Then next following in
Such a manner that there Shall Actually at the Expiration of the Four Years be

1. Hampden County, Registry of Deeds, Property Records, Book M, pp 397
398

2= Tbid: —pps 3985 599

Sa-—Thidy,pp, 399-401.

4. Pmistho=eps ciba 1 60

5. See appendix entry 19.
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Dwelling one Family upon Each Lott Except a War should happen between

the English and French and then in Such Case within a year after

Such War Shall be over. vl Because of the lack of timber and stone
upon some of the lots, Livingston definitely conceded their "free Right
to cut Wood, dig Stone, and carry away the Same from any part of the
Township, Sufficient for Building, Fencing, and Fuel " Later proprietors
repudiated this portion of the agreement, claiming that Wendell and
Stoddard had not been consulted, and this furnished a cause for grievance
against the two men 2

The Westfield men drew for their houselots and began to clear the
land in the ‘spring of 1743, but the war which had been forecast came all
00 soon Warned by Stoddard in the fall of the immediate danger of
hostilities, the prospective settlers returned to their former homes
With the recurrence of Indian raids upon exposed frontier settlements
the plantation of Pontoosuck became of course, untenable Many of the
men, moreover, must have answered the call to arms At any rate, nearly
6 years elapsed before work was resumed on the 40 houselots

Although 43 settling lots had thus been disposed of, 17 more purcliasers
must be found by the vroprietors if they would fulfill the terms of the
original grant In 1742 Stoddard attempted to interest his nephew
William Williams, in the venture After leaving Harvard this talented
young man tried several occupations, none of which entirely satisfied

his ambitions At loose ends on his return from Carthagena, whither

he had accompanied Admiral Vernon's unfortunate expedition, he seemed a
good nrospect for the new settlement As an incentive to join the
settlers, Stoddard and Wendell offered him a gift of a hundred acres in
addition to a houselot The outbreak of the war susvended negotiations,
and Williams at once enlisted in his uncle s Hampshire militia and under
took the erection of a proposed line of forts to stand between the

Hudson and the Connecticut rivers Fort Massachusetts at Housac

later Adams) fell in 1746 and Williams took part in its rebuilding 4

In 1752 he finally settled at Pontooruck and became one of its most active
and influential citizens O

On the death of John Stoddard in 1748, his »nroperty passed to Mrs
Stoddard and her minor sons Believing that this situation handicapped
the other owners in their task of procuring additional settlers, Wendall
petitioned the General Court in 1749 to empower the widow to aet=fopiher
children 6 Livingston proprietors, now numbering thirteen, had already
sold several portions of his interest, and engaged Olive Partridge of

atfield to act as their agent /

See appendix, entry 20
vvvv d entry 24
%3 TIbid , entry 20, Collections of the Berkshire Historical and
Scientific Society, III, 7 >
: 4 Swih 5D cit T, 78-83
5 = sid.; pp 90,91
6 See appendix, entry 2
e Smith, op eit , I, 85
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Meanwhile, the Westfield owners of the settli
to the township and started once mort to clear the
for building So well did they succeed that by
cabins were ready Tor occupancy Then came Sarah
voman to establish a home and become the mother of
born witbmn the limits of this wilderness settle
the town erected a neat obelisk of marble to her memory ? During the
same summer, Charles Goodrich arrived in the cart which he had driven
from his home ® Having purchased from Wendell half of his remaining
interest in e township, Goodrich promptly pet a division
of this area and in Decomcef a committee appoin 1perior Court
duly apoortioned the common lands among the various owners * ]
two years later, on a protest from Wendell, the Legislature d
division null and void Goodrich and already buil upon his lotb ﬁIfT“dllg
another reason for trouble between resident and nonresident proprietors 5

{

Discouraged by the handicaps under which ¢
sundry inhabitants of Pontoosuck’ on November 172 LR 2
plea to the General Couru Not all the 60 T
during the =<“ced*ng summer and residents
the entire charges for building bridges and roads, and

to support a minister They therefore besought fThe Legislat : ¢

a tax upon nonresidents, the proceeds to be used for preaching at least
1 o 1 / o 11 4o 4 - E 3 ] +1 -+ s

for part of the year Before the matter was settled the planters:had

i

discovered other disadvantages They were powerless to use coercion in
calling meetings, raising taxes, or. planning any joint action necessary
to forward their work A second petition, therefore, asked that the

owners of the original 60 settling lots be legally authorized to perform
these duties in the process of building a meetinghouse settling a minister
and transacting any other business necessary for their well being

Pontoosuck Plantation

On June 11, 1753 the General Court answered the petition of the
"Proprietors of the House Lots in the Township on the Housatannuck River
commonly called Pontoosuck" as follows

‘Voted that Joseph Dwight Esqr issue his warrant
for calling a Meeting of the Proprietors of the House

See dDD&Hle, entry QO
Smi th op cit I ,586-88
Idem
See appendix, entry 6
Ibid entry 6
Various spellings found in old records, Pontoosuc, Pontusuck
and Pontoosuck
7 See appendix, entry 3
8 Ibid entry 4
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Lots in the Township of Pontoosuck, so called, on
Housatanuck River, directed to one of the Principal
Proprietors of said Lots, requiring him to set up a
Notification in some publick Place in said Township:
setting forth the Time, Place & Occasion of such

Meeting, twenty days before hand, which Meeting shall

be holden in said Township; and such of said Proprietors
as shall be present at said Meeting, are hereby author
ized and impowered by a major Vote, to grant Moneys for
building a Meeting house, which Meeting House shall be

set upon the Land reserved for that Purpose near the
middle of the Township, as also for the Settlement &
Support of a Minister, and building of Bridges and
repairing of High Ways; and are also impowered to make

an exchange of part of the School Lot for part of the

Mill Lot with the Proprietor of the Mill Lot, in Order

for the accommodating of the Mills, and are hereby further
impowered to chuse Clerks, Assessors, Collectors & Treasurers
for said Proprietors, which officers shall be under Oath
for the faithful Discharge of their respective Trusts, and
are hereby vested with the like Powers as such Officers in
New Townships are by Law vested with; and are also impowered
to chuse Committees to manage their nublick affairs, who
shall be accountable to said Proprietors from Time to Time
and that all Rates & Taxes that may be raised for the
Purposes beforementioned, shall be laid upon the Sixty
House Lots, laid out in said Township, each an equal Part
exclusive of the Minister, Ministry & School Lots; and
that the Payment of said Taxes may be enforced from time
to time, agreeable to the Directions in an Act, made in
the Nineteenth Year of the Reign of George the Second,
Chapter 8. And that said Provrietors at said Meeting

may agree upon a Method of calling Meetings of said
Proprietors for the future, untill the further Order of
this Court, Provided Nothing contained in this Order shall
supercede, the Order of this Court in April Last, respecting
taking possession of all forfeited Grants after the time
limited in said Order-"

Thus, more than a decade after the Westfield men had made their compact
with Philip Livingston, local self-govermment was granted to Pontoosuck
despite the fact that the planters had not yet lived up to their promises.
Heretofore, the township had been given various names. Wendell, Wendell' s
town, and even the cumbrous Wendell's and Stoddard's town had appeared

in the state records

1 Province Resolves, 1753, XV, ch 15

et e e ot v 4

2 Smith, op cit L9l
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To the planters who gathered on September 13, 1753 at the home of
Mr Flias Willard, the fiwst legal plantation me~tinz must have seemed
a momentous occasion At last they could take definite steps to fulfill
their obligations, upon which were contingent clear titles to their lots.
David Bush, the newly elected clerk took the brief minutes. It was "votied
that there should be three Shillings caised cn each Setteling Lot for the
Support of Preaching amoung us" and an additional tax of forty pounds in
"Lawfull Money" to be used in erecting the meetinghouse. Besides the
moderator, clerk, assessors, treasurer, and collector, the proprietors
chose three committees which were directed to find "Some suitabl person
or persons" to supply the pulpit, to "manage the whole affair of the
mecting house" to suggest a "place or places to bury the Dead," and to
divide the 15 pounds allocated for highways. How many persons attended
this meeting we do not know, but 10 men received 18 offices and committee
pocts; Hezikiah Jones serving as moderator, assessor, and a member of two
boards, and Charles Goodrich as treasurer and committee member.

Public activities ceem to have ceased during the following winter
and the next meeting of the proprietors, held in March 1754, did little
more than confirm the action taken six months earlier. Strangely enough,
after deciding to construct a meetinghouse 30 feet lonz and 35 feet wide,
the voters postponed the actual work until autumn.2 Other gatherings
held in May and August levied additional taxes, elected officers, and
authorized the calling of the Rev. Cotton Mather Smith, a teacher in the
Indian mission at Stockbridge. The choice of a committee "to make Sale
of the land of those that refuse to pay their rate" seems to indicate
that the collection of taxes had proved difficult, which may well explain
the delay in starting to build the meetinghouse.

The vicissitudes which this newly organized plantation experienced
during the next four years prevented any growth of its communal life.
The struggle to maintain its very existence was hazardous and costly.
A mission had been established at Stockbridge in 1735 and had attracted
a large number of Mohegan Indians. One summer a party of these Indians
went north to hunt game. On reaching Housack the hunters witnessed a
massacre of the Dutch inhabitants at the hands of about 600 savages,
whom they could not identify. They returned in haste to notify their
friends of the proximity of this hostile band, arriving at the settlement
on Thursday, Aug. 29, 1754. The news spread rapidly, for it was believed
that the Indians of St. Francis had again descended from Canada to
terrorize the English towns. By Saturday word had reached Springfield,
and that night several hundred men, among whom were soldiers from
Connecticut gathered at Stockbridge.4 The inhabitants of Stockbridge
attended church as usual on Sunday afternoon. At 3 o'clock, however,

s Town Records, I, 4, 5, see. entry 34.
2 Ebiidss™ pe 6a

3 EhidEnea g

2= Smitthy —ope €1ty T 98102
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two savages unexpectedly attacked the household of a Mr Chamberlain,
meking off with a child, whom they killed on the approach of a party of
Englishmen + Although later inguiries tended a exonerate the Mohegans
from participation in this outrage, the settlers immediately envisaged

a general uprising and the alarm almost a panic The residents of
Pontoosuck fled to the more protected villages of the south, leaving all
the settlements above Stockbridge completely abandoned Legend describes
a fearful ride with savages firing from behind trees and bushes while the
planters courageously ran the gauntlet to safety

Shortly efter this, however, Colonel William Williams, together with
a few neighbors and a detachment of Connecticut troops, returned to
Pontoosuck, where he intended to build a blockhouse However, according
to his own explanation, no one else showed any willingness to finance this
project, so he decided to fortify his own lot on Unkamet Street By the
terms of a compact with the Pontoosuck men who had accompanied him, they
agreed to assist in the work and till the fields outside the fortification
in return for board and lodging The blockhouse was named Fort Anscn
by Williams, but is usually called "the fort at Pontoosuck” or "William's
Garrison" in the records 2 When the fort was completed wives and children
were brought to the fort, while men who had transferred their families
to other towns made extended visits to guard their property

In January 1755 Col Williams joined his old leader, Lord Pepperrel,
and it became difficult to maintain the necessary troops at Pontoosuck
Connecticut had responded promptly to the alarm in 1754 with a few soldiers,
but they were all withdrawn a year later A letter dated Sept 10, 1755,
ostensibly written by the Secretary of the Massachusetts Bay to the
Governor of Connecticut expressed great surprise at this action, which
was taken just when the approach of a great body of the enemy had been
reported 3 Again in 1756 Col Israel Williams was directed to apply to
the Governor of Connecticut for a supply of 32 Connecticut men with pay
and subsistence for duty at Stockbridge and Pontoosuck

With or without the support of troops, the returned settlers had
continued to remain in the vicinity of Fort Anson The lots were widely
scattered and the fortification provided no defense for the homes of most
of the proprietors; therefore, in 1756, Charles Goodrich petitioned for
permission to erect a blockhouse on his property. Although Williams had
been partially recompensed by the colony for building Fort Anson, the
Legislature expressly stipulated that Mr. Goodrich build the new fort at
his own expense He was however, granted the rank of sergeant and had a

Smiiths ope ‘et I pp. 102 P0¢
Ibid. ., pp. 106-108

See appendix, entry 9

Ibid , entries 10, 11
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Therefore, on March 30, 1757 Josiah Wright and others begged the government
for protection a little longer, since for their own defense they musi guard
the post whether or not so ordered, and without the money they might be
forced to leave Pomboosuck.t Evidently convinced by these arguments, the
General Court immediately authorized the gquartering of eight men sach at
Tort Goodrich and William's Garrison with their resnective sergeants for

% months from the first of April, and during the harvest season their
weekly pay was to amount %o 4s.8d.2

We do not know how many proprietors had returned to Pontoosuck by
the autumn of 1758. On September 12, 1758 Hezikiah Jones and David Bush
warned the planters that a meeting would be held on the 2nd of Cctober
at Fort Fairfield. Althcugh the immates of the other blockhouses failed
to attend, those present laid a tax of six shillings upon each lot, chose
a committee to hire the minisbter, and even directed the assessors to sell
the lands of delinquent proprieters. TFortunately a second meeting in
January at the home of Mr. Bush attracted a larger representation, which
more or less confirmed the previous action. In May 1759 the residents at
a town meeting discussed the problem of improving the highways and bridges.
They divided the township into three sections, put a gurveyor in charge
of each one and voted an appropriation of six pounds., *

By the winter of 1760, one acre and a half had been cleared for "a
HMeetinzg House Spott."é Then a year and four months elapsed before
preparations were completed for erecting the building. The following
vote was passed by the proprietors on June 15, 1761: . . . "That Four
Shillings be raised on each Lott, o pay for the raising of the Meeting
House, znd every man That comes early is to have Three Shillings Credit
P Diem till the House is raised; and the Committee to take acect. of each
mans labour, the other Shilling to be laid out for Rum & Sugar."

Securing = permanent minister and proved as difficult as the conatruction
of the meetinghouse. On October 14, 1760 Ebenezer Garnsey, who for 3 months
had preachsd on probation, received a call to settle but he declined the
offer, apparently because of the usual condition that he first be examined
by a conference of ministers.®

Meanwhile, through sale and inheritance, the number of owners of the
common land hed been gradually increasing, adding to the list of nonresident
proprietors, and yet there had been no legal partition of the common land.
This situation was greatly hampering the setilement of land cutside the
original 60 settling-lots and caused William Williams, Jacob Wendell,
Tlisha Jones, and Moses Grant to meke apnlicetion to the Superior Court
of Hatfield in 1759 for the appointment of a commission to make such

1. Ibid., entry 14.

2. Ibid., entry 15.

3. Town Records, I, 10-15, gee entry 34.
4. Tbhid.; p. 17.

5 Toid., Do

6. Ibid., pp. 25-25.
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partition L pccordin- y, five duly appointed commissioners took oath or
Jan. 1, 1760, and a y ~ir later submitted their report, which was registe
in Springfield ‘ 65 1765 The common lands were thus opened to
settlement 70 lots were laid out, classified according to their arable
quality, and distributed in as equitable a manner as possible To the
heirs of Ephraim Williams went several desirable sectiomns, chief of which
was the free school at Williamstown, later Williams College Jacob
Wendell received the beautiful Canoe Meadows and the knoll upon which

his grandson, Oliver Wendell Holmes, later built his summer residence

Incorporation
Under plantation rights the proprietors of the 60 settling-lots of
Pontoosuck found their corporate powers and duties very much limited
Because of this a suggestion was made to members of the General Court
that incorporation a&s a town woqu greatly relieve the proprietors and
i e community 3 On April 7, 1761 a commission,

contribute to the growth
i fart?iige was directed to submit a bill

including Maj

02}
)
o 0
eA
3
j&V)
=
=

, We
to incorporate the plantation % Such a bill was drawn up, immediately
>N 4+

voted, and approved by Gov Bernard on the 21s% of the month

It is interesting to note that the act does not mention the town
by name otlier than reference to it as ¢ lantation called Pontoosuck "
A blank was left in the records of the Court for the name of the place
which has never been filled, and in the act the word "Pittsfield" was
inserted in a different hanqwrltlng with different ink than that used
Pittsfield was conferred by

at this time Prime Minister
Fnglish settlers who no
manifested earnest interest

ir state We do find this
"'T‘h o

()

il

in the body of the document The name o
Governor qiv Francis Bernard leliam Pi
of Great Br in,7 was well beloved ea
doubt wisged to commemmorate the man ho
in the defense of the western frontier o
record in a letter written by Col Wilii T friend in Londoun
name of Pitt is most agreeable to me, plantation in which
I dwell grew aumerous, the goverrmsnt, saw cauce
corporate it into a town, which Gov
Pittsfield "8
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2. Hampden County, Registry of Deeds, Property Records, II, 510;
Smith, op. cit I, 126-128
X icsitbiam I 50
See QuuenQ1K entry 18
Ibid., entry 19
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The greatly harassed proprietors were not much relieved even after
the town government was organized.l Half-heartedly they continued with
their attempts to provide a meetinghouse and minister, although im-
proverished by wars and weary of the struggle. Through an unusual
succession of calamities they alone had been left to shoulder the
obligations laid down by the General Court in the grant to Boston, and
a growing resentment had sprung up against Wendell, Stoddard, Livingston,
and their successors. In May 1762, therefore, a committee addressed the
General Court, pleading their financial inability to continue the work
alone, and asking authority to tax owners of land outside the settling
lots.? Trom the latter group, however, came the other side of the
picture. In the opinion of the proprietors, the original settlers had
obtained for asmall sum much of the best land in the township and for
this reason they considered that it was the responsibility of the settlers
to perform the condition of the sale.

Eventually the frame of the promised meetinghouse was erected and
covered, but it was much too small for the growing town. The proprietors,
in 1760, had refused the offer of Solomon Stoddard to make enlargements
in exchange for the gift of a pew, claiming that becauserof the attitude
of the owners they had exclusive rights to the building.® On March 20,
1764 the Rev. Thomas Allen accepted an invitation to settle,4 and ten
months later the proprietors held a sale of pews,5 although the meetinghouse
was not entirely finished.

However, other/points of contention had arisen to continue the con-
flict between the two parties. At the time of the compact in 1742 the
settlers had been granted the right to cut their timber upon the undivided
or common land, despite the fact that Wendell and Stoddard had evidently
not been consulted. Ten years later Charles Goodrich purchased one-third
of Wendell’s equity, building on the lot given him in the first divis&on,
which the General Court had later canceled on the request of Wendell.

To secure a legal opinion on the rights of the successors of the original
owners of the township, Solomon Stoddard and the other heirs of John
Stoddard issued & writ of ejectment against Goodrich claiming that he had
cut and sold timber on land to which Stoddard had a claim. The matter
seems to have dragged along, the town in 1769 upholding the proprietors
by ‘voting to petition for authority to tax the nonresidents for both
ministry and schools.”

1. Town Records, I, 27, 28, see entry 54.
2. See appendix, entry 20. :

3. See appendix, entry 21.

4. Town Records, I, 70, see entry 34,

5. Ibid., p. 78.

6. Smith, op. eit., I, 89, 90.

7. Town Records, I, 117, see entry 34.
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Four years later, in the hope of at last securing clear titles
to the lots for which they had so long labored, the proprietors omce
again addressed the General Court to beg that the grants be legalized or
at least regranted under the terms of the original act They had "in
substance performed the conditions of settlement, though not stictly and
literally in every punctilio™, and could not believe that their lands
would be taken away with all the improvements which they had made
During the year 1774 this document, with the reply of the nonresident
owners, was turned over to various legislative committees for their
consideration, but no decision was reached The point of issue now
apparently turned on the ownership of pews, for the heirs of Stoddard
offered to withdraw the suit® if rights to the meetinghouse were given
equally to all inhabitants of Pittsfield and the value of the timber
repaid

With the advent of the Revolutionary conflict the dissension ceased,
and the matter seems to have been forgotten until on June 26, 1788 the
proprietors renounced their special claims to seats in the meetinghouse,
formally vesting in the inhabitants equal rights to pews until the time
when Pittsfield might be divided into two or more parishes

Church and Town Policy

Numerous attempts had been made to establish a church since the
legai authorization to do so was given the Pontoosuck proprietorg in
1753, but not until after the incorporation of the town in 1761" was
anything definite accomplished Then, in accordance with the existing
laws by which the establishment of the church was made a part of the
obligation of every townsman--who must assume the responsibility of
the support of an orthodox minister and maintain the expenses of the
meetinghouse--° a resolution was passed that "4 shillings be raised
on each lot to pay for the raising of the Meeting House n? The next
task of obtaining a permanent minister proved difficult Several
clergymen served the community on a probationary basis,8 but in each
case public opinion was so divided that opposing minorities always
succeeded in convincing the candidate that his lot would not be a
happy one were he to accept the invitation of the majority to settle

permanently In 1763 Rev Thomas Allen of Northampton came as a
1 See appendix, entry 23
2 Ibid , entry 24
3 Town Records, II, 219, see entry 34
4 Western Massachusetts, A History, 1636-1925, I, 518, 519
5 Province Laws, IV, 1761, ch 34
6 Town Records, I, 33, see entry 34
7 Idems
8 Ibid; pps- 365 49 52
9= = Smithy op elt, F,160-162
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probationer,l and the fellowing year
met to organize the "Church of Christ
a confession of faith and a covenant,
to become their minister
select the minister,

the choice by establishing his salary, and it was
proprietors of the 60 settling-lots to provide the

unanimity of opinion on the selection of:Mr

fact that the same day on which the church named him as pastor
2 and the proprietors voted

voted him a salary to begin at E60 per year
him L90 to enable him to settle

The Rev Thomas Allen, whose pastorate
century, became a very important man in the
not only its religious leader, but he threw
the political life of the times He was an
the
the
war " His
to involve
En 17888
town, some

a group
e PRIt
and formally invited Mr
Although it was the province of the church to
it was that of the town, if it approved, to ratify

cause of free religion was so bound up in that
Revolutionary War against the British crown was in reality a "holy
too active participation in politics, however, was destined
him in trouble with some of his parishioners in later years
good deal of dissension and bitterness was prevalent in the
of it no doubt an aftermath of Shay s Rebellion, and it

of influential members
£

tsfield "2 This body adoptat
Allen

the function of the
settlement The

Allen was indicated by the

the town

continued for almost half a
affairs of the town He was

himself wholeheartedly into

1 e
ne

ardent Whig and believed
of the colonists

+hhed
cnav

reached such proportions that a special committee was appointed to
5 S IS St
attempt to analyze the causes and suggest remedies © A public hearing

was held, and in the subsequent findings of

activity of Mr Allen was mentioned as one of the causes of
The committee members decided that while it would have been
Mr Allen had remained silent on many occasions on which he
expressed his views, they "by no means charg

7"

criminal intention therein

The original meetinghouse had become sO inadequate for

the community, that in 1789 it was voted in
more commodious building A committee was
which meant the levying of assessments upon
payments were made in kind or in labor,6K for
of voluntary contributions In 1793 Joshua

the political
the dissension
better 1if

had forcibly
sinister or

the committee,

ed him with any

the needs of
town meeting to erect a
appointed to collect materials
all legal voters Most of the
nothing indicates the practice
Dunforth was ordered, by

vote of the town, to purchase a pulpit cushion

——r

1k Town Records, I, 57, see entry 34

2 Smith, op cib ,- F, 164

3 Town Records, I, 69, see entry 34

4= = Smith op —cit- b s e 68

(5) Town Records, II, 213, see entry 34
6 Epid, pp-2205 221

7 Tbhid , pp. 259, 260

8 Smith, op cit , I, 435, 436
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The statubtes of the Commonwealth, replacing the earlier colonial
laws, had not vitally changed the obligations of the taxpayer in respect
to supporting the church,t and the law became an increasing source of
digsatisfaction among those faiths other than Congregational. Taxpayers
who could not conscientiously subscribe to the orthodox faith had the
right to stipulate that their church taxes should be diverted to the
support of a minister of their own faith if such organization were
actually in evidence in the town, otherwise they were compelled to support
the town church. The population of Pittsfield, as given in the first®
federal census in 1790, was 1,992 persons,2 of which number between tTwo
and threg hundred comprised Baptists, Episcopalians, Methodists, and
Sheakers. Whether or not they contributed to the support of the orthodox
church, they opposed the law on principle and so, when the town attempted
to assess all taxpayers for the meetinghouse tax, and dissenters immediately
took action and claimed exemption.

Under the leadership of Henry Van Schaack the Baptists and Episcopalians,
who comprised the great majority of the dissenters, formally demanded in
March 1792 "that those who are not of the Congregational persuasion may
have an opportunity publicly to give their reasons for disclaiming any
rights to seats in the new meetinghouse; and that these objects might be
lodged in the town records."? As a result, the town appointed a committee
to determine the names of those persons who really had been dissenters
when the new meetinghouse was undertaken in 1789 and still continued to
be 0.° When this was done each man's reasons for his objections were
recorded. The committee made its report at a meeting held in April 1792,
the findings strictly following the letter of the law. The committee
urged the town not to compel the payment of the meetinghouse assessments
provided that dissenters produced proof of having already paid for the
support of their own denomination; at the same time it opposed any
outright abatement of church assessments.® The town acted in accordance
with the recommendations of the committee and the delinguent taxpayers
were given 3 weeks in which to comply with the decisions of the town i
This action was unsatisfactory to Mr. Schaack, who took his case to the
State courts He was unsuccessful in the Court of Common Pleas, and
immediately carried the issue to the Supreme Judicial Court. In October
1792 he received a decision in his :t‘avor.8 The effect of this victory
may be inferred from a vote in the November town meeting in 1794, when

15 = Achsy S8 s eh el 08
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it was decided to raise L 125 for public worship, of which Mr Allen
was to receive L 110, the remainder to go to the dissenters .l

In 1800 the state law was modified so as to require every town,
precinct, or parish, incorporated for religious purposes, to maintain
a minister, giving each of those corporations the power to tax its own
members for the support of the minister and the building of a place of
worship 2 Under this law, with minor modifications, the religious
organizations of Pittsfield existed until the permanent divorce of
town and church amendment to the state constitution

The first dissenting group to organize was the Baptist This
occurred in 1772 when a society of Anabaptists (as they then called
themselves) formed under the leadership of Elder Valentine Rathbon 4
This man is portrayed as a person of considerable natural ability as
leader and preacher but with little educational background, particularly
in theology The sect, which met in his home, flourished for a time,
but in 1780 Mr Rathbon joined the Shakers, who had begun to proselyte
in the Berkshires Prom their settlement in Watervliet, N Y , they
had established themselves also in New Lebanon and Hancock. Although
many of Mr Rathbon‘s Baptist followers went with him, within a year
he found the practices of the Shakers unsatigfactory, and he lost no
time in renouncing his connection with them.® He published a book
opposing their creed and procedures As a result of a motion which he
introduced in town meeting, a special committee, of which Rev Thomas
Allen was chairman, recommended that the town instruct to take disciplinary
action against the "irregular and disorderly conduct of the people called
Shakers" and also that the town clerk be directed "to request the proper
authorities in the town of Albany to cooperate by all ways and means in
preventing correspondence and intercourse between the people of Niskenna
(Watervliet), called Shakers, and some people of this town and county
disposed to embrace their erronsous opinions "6 Mr Rathbon resumed the
pastorate of the Baptist organization in Pittsfield In 1795 the society
incorporated under the laws of the Commonwealth,7 but when Mr Rathbon
left Pittsfield in 1798 and settled in Scipio, N Y , the society
dissolved 8 1t was revived, however, in 1800 under the leadership of
Elder John Francis, who became its pastor in 1806 His ordination
services were neld in the Congregational meetinghouse, town property

Al Town Records, II, 390, see entry 54

o Achg =795 -ch =87

5 - Thid , F855 ch. b6

A Swbth, op cib 5 F
Rathborn, and Rathbone)

5. Ibid , p 453

6 Town Records, II, 95, see entry 34

o Aehs 1794 ch, 28

8 Western Magsachusetts, op

452 (Various spellings: Rathbon, Rathbun,

2

cit , I, 519




Historical Sketch

secured for that purpose from the selectmen. Later, meetings convened in
north woods schoolhouse. At the time of the death of Elder Francis in i8L#%;
the membership of the society had increased from 42 to 69,l but lack of funds
made it impossible for the church to engage a minister. In 1822 the Pittsfield
and Lanesborough churches jointly engaged Elder Augustus Beach to preach

in the respective towns on alternate Sundays and. divided the cost of his
settlement between them.® Services had been held in the schoolhouse on

West Street,5 but the advent of Mr. Beach aroused a desire for a Baptist
meetinghouse. Accordingly, on May 23, 1825 the town voted to grant the
Baptists a site at the northwest corner of the town burial ground.4 Funds
were immediately raised by subscription, and after an unsuccessful attempt
had been made to purchase the old Union Parish meetinghouse, a brick church
building was erected with a seating cavacity of 450. The dedication of

the new church took place on June 13, 1827. The acquisition of their own
place of worship evidently gave great stimulus to the Baptists, for when
church and town affairs ceased to be so closely affiliated in 1834, the
Baptists numbered 240 members.

The second religious group to break away from the established orthodox
faith was made up of those who subscribed to the Episcopal belief. We have
already seen how in 1792 their leader Henry Van Schaak, had objected to
compulsory taxation for the support of the First Parish Church and that he
was recognized in his legal action. The Episcopalians were few in number;
many of them had been Loyalists during the Revolution and their strong ties
to England caused them to retain the established faith of the mother country.
Adherents to the Pittsfield group came from the outside rather than by
evangelical conversion.’ In 1805 the "Episcopal Religious Society of Lenox,
Pittsfield, Lee, and Stockbridge" was incorporated.8 Shortly thereafter
Mr. Van Schaack left the town. Without his leadership the Pittsfield group
appears to have become entirely inactive. As their religious views were
liberal, there is little doubt many of them joined their federalist friends
who established the Union Parish in 1808. In 1830, however, attempts to
establish an Episcopal Parish were renewed, the leadership in this move
being taken by Hon. Edward A. Newton. Mr. Newton had for some years been
active in the affairs of the First Church, but by upbringing and inclination
he was an Episcopalian.? After a meeting on January 25, 1830 of those

15 Smith, op. eit.,; IT, 137-139.
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who adhered to the Episcopal
stating that a "religious societ]
the United States of America” e
Stephen’s Church 1 mwo years later an a
Jarden’'s Vestry and Proprietors of St S
In the meantime, however, the old Union
for meetings and in 1831 the Rev  Gecrge
\ only  of St Stephen‘s but also of St. Luke's
the same year it was decided to build a
the: society was already occupied by the
solved the following year on Apri
who. was strong in his support of the new
town that if it would convey to him the
ficient land to accommodate the proposed. edif
own expense, a new townhouse of two stories, the lower floor of
to be reserved for his own use, pt for one room in which he
construct a fireproof vault for storage town records Mr
Pomeroy also agreed to recompense the Center strict whi
interest ia the townhouse The proposal
at the suggestion of Mr Pomeroy, the deed
directly to Mr Newton, then the head of the Episcopal-Society 5 No time
was lost in the construction of the I Jt was completed and dedicated
on December 7, 1832 It was a modest Go ucture of gray limestone
with an 80-foot tower of wood construction at the front The cost amounted
to $4,711 25 exclusive of an organ which was received as a gift As Rev
Mr Chapman had resigned from both the Pittsfield and the Lanesborough
churches, the dedication of St Stephen s became the occasion of the
institution of Rev Edward Ballard as rector of the church

rect

—

Lemuel

MRt

ade an offer 1
the townhouse with suf

he would erect

(4]
t

=t

167]

district 18¢(
s S RS 4 -
ted by the town* and
townhouse property went

=
e
Q
D)
!1

e

The stigma attached to Shakerism in the early 1780's eventually died
away and by 1790 the Shakers were recognized as on an equality with the
other dissenting sects at least as far as the payment of taxes for the
support of religious worship was concerned However, they never attained
a legal equality in organization, for the State couns lstﬂnuly refused to
incorporate the Sheckers as a religious society In later years, while
their manner of living necessarily kept them aloof from the world around
them, their industrious habits and strict morality won them a place of
high regard in the community

The fourth religious group dissenting from the First Parish was made
up of Methodists As early as 1788 the Methodist Episcopal Church obtained
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throu

its first adherents in Pittsfield
who had established a circuit in area En 1:792-the
Pittsfield circuit was organized bj Y Green and with the aid
of local preachers the sect progressed so well that a meetinghouse was
erected in 1798 1 Tn 1804 the Methodist Peligious Society was in
corporated covering the area comorised of Pittsfield, Hancock, Dalton
and Washington 2 Tt is not known whether a minister regularly traveled
the route at that time In 1806, however, a religious revival began

in Pittsfield, S which won many adherents to the Methodist cause

preaching of two ministers

The philosophies of Thomas Paine and Voltaire had reached remote
communities like Pittsfield, causing many to drift from the Phhrcl
Even among those who remained constant to their professed faith, the
growth of deism had become a liberalizing influence This was partlcu
larly true of the Congreaﬁ'ﬂOh“I ﬂenomwretwbn whieh had developed its

creed from Puritan beliefs bists, with similar opinions on
matters pertaining to church govermment and organization, also felt the
liberal: influence The Episcopalians never s

subscribed to the severe
codes of the nonconformants This left only the Methodists among the
large denominations and it was their .opposite reaction to these influences
which brought about their isolation from the other groups In the throes
of religious revivals the Methodists took a strongly militant stand on

the fundamental moral questions of the day The pleasures of dancing

card playing, theater going, K gambling and, in particular, the use N
intoxicating beverages were sins in Methodist eyes Anything which was
not "serious” could not be "religious " This inevitably brought a lack

of sympathy and understanding between the Methodists and the other
denominations * Another factor which accentuated the difference between

Methodists and Congregationalists was the so-called lack of "respectability™

of the former This referred to the supposed deficiency in the education
of Methodist ministers, using Harvard or Yale as the yardstick Thus

.the father of Rev Billy Hibbard, an early Methodist minister in the

Pittsfield circuit, explained his failure to adopt the Methodist faith
for many years, "I wanted to be a Congregationalist and be respectable
but T wanted the love and seriousness .of. the Methodists "2

Meanwhile the Methodists were not entirely free from dissension
in their own ranks In 1812 a group of about 30 members in the western
part of the town separated from the original society and styled themselves
the "Reformed Methodists " Although the reason for this schism is not
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clear, it appears to have been & revolt against the constituted authority
rather than a difference in religious tenets An attempt was made by
Rev Mr Hibbard, who came to the circuit the following year, to bring
them back into the folds, but his reguirements proved too severe for
many to accept The new organization did not last more than a few years,
however, for the members were gradually assimilated by other sects,
notably the Shakers 1 Fortunately these differences in opinion did not
develop into bitterness or open conflict By their earnestness and
exemplary conduct, the Methodists won the respect, if not the agreement,
of the other denominations  When, therefore, in 1828 the Methodist
Episcopal Society had acquired a membership of 116 persons, enough to
warrant the erection of their own church, they petitioned the town for a
building lot in the burial ground This request was readily granted.
The committee to which the petition was referred contained only two
Methodists; in its revort to the town in May 1828, it discussed at length
the work of the Methodist circuit and society, recommending that the
grant be made on the condition that the building erected be of brick and
"gqual in elegance and durability to the Baptist house "2 A modest church
edifice materialized during the following year and was dedicated on
November 11, 1829. Rev. Cyrus Prindle had been engaged as pastor the
previous May,® but the legal incorporation of the Methodist Episcopal
Society did not take place until 1831.%

During the first decade of the nineteenth century the controversy
between the orthodox Congregationalists and the dissenting denominations
subsided, to be replaced by troubles of a more violent nature These
did not have their origin in religious differences, but rather in
divergences of political opinions. In common with much of the country,
Pittsfield at the time was divided into democratic and federalist parties,
and it was inevitable that this should effect the religious life of the
town The Baptists and Methodists were solidly democratic, while the
Fpiscopalians, mostly former loyalists, were as solidly federalist 5
But in the larger Congregational group, no such easy line could be drawn
and the orthodox church gradually beceame divided into two ownposing cliques
of a political naturen6 Harmony was not stimulated by Rev. Thomas Allen,
who, whether or not he remembered the trouble to which his previous
political activity had brought him, chose once more to use his pulpit
for expounding his views on more than purely theological questions.
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¥ He was as strongly democratic as ever, and in addision to supporting that
cause from the pulpnit he also used the public press, particularly the
pittsfield Sun, of which his nephew Phinehas Allen was editor, as a vehicle
for his ideas.i The members of his parish who held opposing political

’ views were naturally deeply resentful of his activities and after their
committees unsuecessful discussion with Mr. Allen most of his critics
left the parish 2 1n January 1807 the separationist group agreed o pay
their church tax for the support of 'such a minister as the majority might
choose." Accordingly, an Episcopal clergyman preached for a short ftime
in the townhour:-&5 Finding their Conzregational beliefs too strong to
permit a complete change to another faith the group incorporated in 1809

as the Union Parish of Pittsfield.

L

This division of the church enzendered much bitterness on both sides,
more particularly in the parent organization, which passed votes of censure
upon all the leading seceders. Mr. Allen, now in advanced years and in
failine health, was deeply affected by the split in his church. On
February 11, 1810 he passed away, active to the last in his chosen work."
His pastorate had lasted for 46 years, throughout a eritical period in the
development of the town and it cannot be doubted that the great value of
his accomplishments far overshadowed his failures. Difficulties between
the two parishes subsided rapidly after his death, and so completely was
the rift healed by the vassage of time that in 1820 the town voted un-
animously to raise by subscription the sum of $175 for the purpose of
erecting a monument to his memory~6 For some unrecorded reason this was
never done, but at the time of the erection of the new church in 1853,

a suitable tablet was installed as a memorial %o the first pastor of the
town.! Three months before Mr. Allen's death the Union Parish had consum-
mated its plans for complete independence by calling Rev. Thomas Punderson
of New Haven as their pastor,8 and since a mumber of the well-to-do citizens
had left the First Parish, the new organization seemed well able to carry
its own financial burdens.

il

Jojil

Vi

1es

. At a town meetinzg in October 1809, between the time of the incorporation
b

of the Union Parish and the death of Rev. Thomas Allen, a vote had been
passed "that the sum of four hundred dollars shall be raised for the
support of the ministry; which, together with the expense of assessing the
same, shall be assessed exclusively on the polls and estates of those
persons who are members of the First Parish in Pittsfield and be paid over
5 to such uses as they shall appoint 10 This actizn indicates how
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completely the attitude of the voters had changed since the attempt in
1789 to assess everyone for the new meetinghouse.

This was not, unfortunately, the only financial blow which the Firsy
Parish encountered and once more the town became the other party to the
transaction. Between 1810 and 1814 Cept. John Dickinson, the town
treasurer, paid to Rev. William Allen the younger, sums totaling ap-
proximately $1500, much of which had been derived from the sale of
ministerial lands.t Objectors called this act illegal as the town in
1810 had voted that those funds should be devoted to the support of
schools.? In 18145 the customary "committee to settle with the treasurer"
failed to reach an understanding with Capt. Dickinson on the matter.

As the majority of the voters, on moral if not on legal grounds, felt
inclined to condone the action of their treasurer, a final showdown was
postponed until the meeting of March 11, 1816.%4 Since Captain Dickinson
did not make a satisfactory settlement, suit was entered in the Court of
Common Pleas. When the defendant demurred to the declaration against him
on a legal technicality, he was sustained by the court. The town then

took the matter to the Suvpreme Judicial Court, the First Parish requesting
to be made a codefendant with Capt. Dickinson,5 but before a decision

could be reached other events occurred which completely altered the situation

For some time the realization that the size of the town did not warrant
division into two Congregational parishes, and inasmuch as many desired
to see an end to the old animosities, there began an agitation for reunion.
Moreover, a number of the members of the Union Parish who had been excom-
municated by the parent church® publicly confessed to the First Parish
"that in the manner of our leaving you, we are chargeable both with error
in judgment and irregularity in practice . . ., and ask not only the Divine
forgiveness, but also yours, and that of every person who had been affended
thereby."’ Therefore, in a letter dated November 12, 1816, Rev. William
Allen wrote his parishioners advocating a complete reunion of the two
churches. Upon a vote of endorsement by the First Parish these facts were
communicated to the Rev. Mr. Punderson8 and & similar action resulted in
the Union Parish.

On July 7, 1817 a joint meeting held in the First Parish meetinghouse
brought to an end the period of discord, which had so disturbed the
religious life of the community.9 Legal reunion-of the two parishes was
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offected the same year by the State chis,ature,l In the new spirit of
reconciliation the town voted on September 95, 1817 notqto prosecute
further the case pending in the Supreme Judicial Court~ against Capt.
Dickinson and the First Parish then on October 19, 1819 a committee was

; appointed to make a proper allowance %o Thomas Gold, the attorney who had
prosecuted the case.5

In the interests of harmony, each of the two parishes agreed to the
dismissal of their respective ministers, who previously had magnanimously
volunteered to take this sten. Consequently, during the early part of
1817, both Mr. Allex and Mr. Punderson resigned 4 This left the reunited
church without a preacher On September 15, 1817 the town invited Rev.
Heman Humphrey, of Fairfield, Conn., to assunme the pastorate.5 Mr
Humphrey was somewhat reluctant to accept the call in view of existing
conditions for he realized that despite the official reunion, complete
unanimity of spirit had not been achieved. However, he quickly earned
the respect of the community When he found that some of the legally
taxed members of his parish were not attending the ckhurch, he immediately
ordered the town treasurer to remit their taxes and to make the charges
2 to his own account. Tn 1821 he demonstrated to his parishioners his
sincerity by offering to relinguish $75 of . his salary for the current

Al

1300, year "in consideration of the scarcity of money . . . and to give you a
new proof that *I seek not yours, but you'."
~ant
With the reestablishment of the First Church, parish affairs were
4o again discussed at town meeting, and in 1817 the selectmen began to issue
; special warrants addressed to the constable, requiring him to summon those
qualified to vote in the affairs of the "Congregational Society in said
; town.™ It must not be assumed that these were solely "parish meetings"
id for such was not the case The society, which had no officer of its own,

was served by the selectmen, clerk, treasurer, assessors, and constable
elected by the town Tndeed, a special committee on the question of the
: formation of a parish executive organization reported to the town on

e November 21, 1818 that it "did not find more than one town in this
Commonwealth in which the parochial concerns for the support of public
worship are managed and conducted by officers chosen for parish purposes
exclusively," and that it did "not deem 1t expedient at this time to

58 e TE 9 : :

> elect parish officers."? The report was accepted and the matter of a
separate parish organization rested until 1834, when the final and complete
dissolution of the affairs of town and church took place.
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This would undoubtedly have occurred in 1820 if the remainder of the
State had reacted as did the Pittsfield representatives at the convention
in Boston, held to revise the bill of rights and constitution of the State
With the full approval of the townspeople, they strongly favored a complete
revision of the third article which dealt with the existing relationship
of state and church However, the amendment ultimately adopted by the
convention made virtually no chanze in existing conditions This feeble
amendment was bhadly defeated when referred to popular vote, the ballot
in Pittsfield showing 8 in favor to 185 opposed.

So drastic was the change in popular feeling on this subject, that
when the question of the revision of the third article of the bill of right
came before the State Legislature in 1834, it passed with little difficulty.®
This finally placed all denominations on an equal footing and forbade both
state control and support The public referendum to this change showed an
overwhelming ten-to-one majority in its favor.® Thus the 70-year period of
close relationship between the First Parish and the town came to an end in
Pittsfield Henceforward, the First Church stood alone with exactly the
same status as the other religious societies.

Lo}

After the system of church and town polity came to an end by the
legislature act of 1855,4 the affairs of each became an entity of its own.
As the town grew, new religious groups came into existence and church
buildings were erected by each organization to accommodate the needs of its
members The 35 churches and religious organizations that exist now
represent the following denominations: Adventist, Baptist, Christian
Science, Church of the Gospel, Congregational, Episcopal, Greek Orthodox,
Jewish, Lutheran, Methodist, Roman Catholic, and Unitarian.

Revolutionary War Period

The town of Pittsfield had existed less than a decade when the storm
of revolution gathered over the Province of Massachusetts Bay The in-
habitants of this remote town joined their fellow colonists on the eastern
seaboard in protesting the despotic measures of George IIT and his advisers,
but at the same time they refused to condone excessive acts of violence
Rev. Thomas Allen was the unquestioned leader of the Whigs. His prestige
and influence as pastor of the established church, his ability as an orator
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Like many other Massachusetts towns, Pittsfi d refused to send a

representative to the General Court at Salem On Sept. 29, 1774 the
voters elected John Brown to represent them at ?ne Provincial Congress,
which met at Concord on Oct 11, and ordered its province tax to be paid
to Henry Gardner, the Receiver General of the Provincial Congress instead
of to the Governor's treasurer The Continental Congress, f followed
the Provincial Congress, was U“?QTC”Q no less wholeheartedly by the town,
and the "Resolutions of Association" signed by the delegates on Oct. 20,
1775, were adopted on Dec. 5 "in full, and particularly the eleventh
article," which provided for the eleu+3on of committees on inspection 1
Meanwhile the Pittsfield militia had been reorganized, the regular
officers being replaced with ones chosen by the members. Moreover, the
commigsion of Col. Williams, commander of the Berkshire militia, had
been set aside in favor of Col James Faston, a prominent Whig and deacon
of the First Church.® Strong efforts were made to encourage enlistment
and Capt. Noble equipped 130 men at his own expense through the sale of
three of his farms 3  When the news of the battle of Lexington reache
Pittsfield on April 21, 1775 the militia was ready and was on the marph
to Cambridge at sunrise the following mornlng.4

The committee on correspondence grew in importance daily until it
even took over the duties of the courts. A civil suit had been instituted
by Capt. Goodrich in 1774 against certain young men for "taking
watermellions," but in the absence of courts the suit had not been settled.
On Feb. 27, 1776 the town ordered the committee "not to take this case
into consideration,"5 and on October 15th when Capt Goodrich was wanted
at a town meeting to explain his actions in accepting an office under the
unpopular Praovince govermment six men were sent "to desire him to come,
and should he still refuse, to bring him forth." Satisfactory results
do not seem to have been attained, for the meeting ordered a guard to be
at his house that night, and adjourned 6 When the meeting reassembled
four days later Fant Goodrich was still absent. However, witnesses
were examined and it was resolved "that it appeared from their evidence
that Capt Goodrich, in his late conduct, had acted inimical to the cause
of these States."’ This despite the fact that only a month before, the
General Court had resolved "that Charles Goodrich, Esg. ought not to be
stigmatized as an enemy to his country . . "8 Further evidence of the
power of the committee on correspondence appeared in 1778 when a number
of prisoners from General Burgoyne's army were stationed on Pittsfield
farms. As their conduct apparently did not please the inhabitants, the
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following vote was passed at a meeting on August 24: "That after the
expiration of seven days, if any of the foreign soldiers that are among
usushall be seen out of the houses they respectively live in at the
distance of 60 rods after sunset, that he or they so offending shall

pe whipped at the direction of the committee of safety in this town, and
if they are detected a second time, they shall be sent to the Common Goal
of the County All keepers of publick houses in this town are desired
not to admit the said peovle to tipple in their houses, as they will
ipcur the displeasure of this town in so doing nl  (Whipping, as a
punishment for misdemeanors, was a well established custom as we find it
mentioned on Dec. 31, 1764 when the town voted to allow Josiah Wright
and James Easton 9s. 6d. for making the stocks and whipping post) .

Following the poll of these Berkshire towns in 1778 which rejected
the courts under the jurisdiction of the Provincial General Court,
Pittsfield took the lead in providing a more stable judicial system than
that rendered by the committee on inspection, backed by sporadic action
of town meetings Thus was established a town court, created by a
resolution adopted at the town meeting of Oct. 19, 1778. This instituted
a tribunal with all the powers of the former General Sessions of the
Peace In addition to defining the functions of the tribunal, the
resolution provided for the appointment of the necessary court officers,
suggested and outline of judicial procedure, and presented a schedule
of court fees aimed at elimination of excessive costs, one of the principal
evils of the former system which the town had so resolutely opposed 3
Unfortunately, no records are known to exist of the proceedings of this
town court, which died a natural death with the establishment of the
legalized courts under the State charter of 1780.

Pittsfield s military contributions in the Revolutionary War were
quite considerable 20 calls were made upon the town for men and equipment
during the period from Apr. 22, 1775 to Oct. 26, 1779, and 570 men were
supplied by the Pittsfield militia in addition to the 39 men who joined
the Continental Army for protracted periods of service-® These men made
pbrilliant records in many difficult, long, and arduous campaigns. Led by
their own officers they helped take Fort Ticonderoga, took leading parts
in the Canadien Expeditions, where their own Major John Brown greatly
distinguished himself by leading in the capture of the stronghold of
St Johns and gained the recognition of the Continental Congress thereby 6
Other Pittsfield leaders in these and other early campaigns were Col. James
Easton, Lieut. Joel Dickinson, Eli Root, Lieut. Joseph Allen, Capt
William Francis, Lieut. Stephen Crowfoot, Capts. Charles Goodrich and
James Noble, Lieuts. William Ford and Rufus Allen, and the redoubtable
Reverend Josevh Allen, who delivered the Pirst shot at the victorious
Battle of Bennington. These men and many others served to bring to
Pittsfield a fine military tradition.

Town Records, II, 31, see entry 34.

Town Records, I, 75, see entry 34.
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War of 1812

Rarely during the first 60'years of the existence of the town of
Pittsfield could the life of its people be described as tranquil Although
Massachusetts had been largely federalist for two decades, the majority of
the inhabitants of Pittsfield favored the political theories of Jefferson !
TIn 1808 a letter sent from the town of Boston asking the citizens to join
in petitioning the President for an entire or a partial suspension of the
embargoes imposed during the Napoleonic Wars. On September 1st the voters
of Pittsiield, adhering to their democratic principles and too distant
from the seaboard to be interested, refused to support the action of
Boston on foreign matters, endorsing instead the stand of the Administration
They voted that copies of their resolution be sent to the President of
the United States, to the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
and to the selectmen of Boston 2

With the steady aggravation of the difficulties with Fnzland during
the succeeding four years, the people were not altogether unprepared for
hostilities when a state of war was declared by the Congress on June 18,
1812. An act in January of that year to raise 25,000 additional federal
troops brought active recruiting in Pittsfield In April the officers
stationed there advertised in The Sun for "all true and patriotic Americans
who are determined to vindicate the rights and maintain the independence
of their country. to rally to the standards "3 The following month
13 acres of land in the town were purchased for the establishment of a
military cantonment Buildings were erected immediately and on June 24th
the first detailment of regular army troops marched into town These
dragoors comprised about 70 men, but by September the forces in the canton-
ment had increased by 300 men recruited to the Berkshire Infantry Regiment

On August 12, 1812 the town, reiterating its position of 4 years
previous, adopted a series of resolutions which pledged full support to
the National Govermment, enjoined the inhabitants of Boston to "attend
more to their own concerns and cease to haracs good people of the
Commonwealth with their impracticable notions and their ambitious 1llusory
projects,"and condemned the State for "having refused to call out those
detachments of its militia which were deemed necessary by the President
of the United States to aid in the defense of its vulnerable points "

The first active service for the Pittsfield military forces came
early in September following Hull's surrender at Detroit The Ninth
Regiment, stationed at Pittsfield, went to the North, with all its
available forces, to be followed by other units which were asseribled

1. Smith, op cit , 194-196.

2 Town Records, TIT, 227+229, see entry 34
B ot op ot TT, 200%

4 fhid - pp 201, 208

5 Town Records, III, 301-304, see entry 34
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at the cantonment.l

ugh The War of 1812 does not seem to have presented opportunities for

Oﬁ the conspicuous services which were performed by Pittsfield men during the
?nw Revolutionary War. It is true, however, that both the Ninth and the

;n Twenty-first Infantry Regiments, in which most of the local men served,

13 were in almost constant action, contributing their full share,hostilites

> ceased in 1815.2 Some of the names well-knovm to Pittsfield which were

represented in the military lists are: Dr. Elisha Lee Allen, Captain
o Jonathan Allen, and Samuel Allen, all sons of the noted minister of the
0l First church; Captain Thomas Childs, son of Dr. Timothy Childs; and
Captain Benjamin Larmned, grandson of Deacon William Williams, and who
remained in the Army, until his death in 1862 when he was holding the
position of paymaster general,5

3 Captain Jonathan Allen's service was confined to Pittsfield In 1813

% he was appointed to the locally important position of deputy quartermaster

J general, His responsibilities were increased when, in the closing months

1 of that year, Pittsfield was made a depot for the concentration of war
prisoners taken captive in the Canadian campaign. About 200 men were held

Gals during 1813, but early in 1815 the peak of approximately 1500 such prisoners

o was reached ¢ A few months later, the war having ended, these men were

marched to Canada and returned to British authority; some were forced to
continue on to Europe where Napoleon had just started his campaign of

th "one hundred days" which ended at Waterloo; others remained as colonists
in Canada, despite difficulties in securing sufficient federal funds,

on;4 Captain Jonathan Allen fed, housed, and clothed the prisoners SO well that

LIl many of them were very reluctant to return to Canada.®

In 1814 the State became greatly alarmed over the activities of the
; British fleet off the New England coast, and fears for the safety of the
Commonwealth at last brought concerted action by both democrats and
federalists. On September 6, in response to a call from President Madison,
Oy Governor Caleb Strong called out 10,000 Massachusetts militiamen, including
? those from the Berkshires.® On September 10th the people of Pittsfield
: petitioned the selectmen to call a town meeting to consider existing
conditions, the orincipal fear being that an invasion of Maine was imminent
The meeting was held on September 19, and resulted in a set of resolutions

7/

Smith, op. eit., II, 210-212.
Ebidee=pe—219%

thiids,—ps 220221

Ibid., pp. 211, 213.

Ibid., pn. 215-217.

Ibid., pp. 245, 246.

Town Records, III, 345, 346, see entry 34.
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The text of part of the
"Lets us,.like the sages of 1776, pledge our lives;
our fortunes, and our sacred honor, for the maintenance of our National
Independence; and our enemy will soon learn that the cause of America ig
the cause of each of its citizens" is of particular significance when it
is understood that the committee which drew up these strongly worded
resolutions was composed of an equal number of democratic and federalist

which were the essence of patriotic expressions.
preamble which read.

members

This indicates that in Pittsfield, at least, federalist opposition
to Madison's policies and to the war itself was prompted by political
considerations, and not by unpatriotic or treasonable motives Only the
previous February, at the occasion of a dinner given in celebration of
Washington's birthday by the Washington Benevolent Society of the County
of Berkshire, a local federalist wit had given the following toast LiAiHo]
Peace: - May our spears be beaten into pruning hooks, and our swords into
plowshares; and wisdom into the heads of our national rulers. "<

The news of the approval by both sides of the protocol for the treaty
of peace enacted at Ghent, was received in Pittsfield on February 13, 1815
It was the signal for great.celebrations to which color was lent by the
firing of guns from the cantonment, bonfires, parades, and any other means
of expression which occurred to the exuberant populace Although military
hostilities had ceased, many American newspapers, including the Pittsfield
Sun, warned that an economic war between England and America would follow
This proved to be only too true, and once again the people of Pittsfield
came to realize that military victory could bring with it staggering
economic costs But even this had its benefieial effects, for the efforts
required to compete with British manufactured goods, which soon flooded the
country, had much to do with the industrial development which followed
As elsewhere in New England, this was true in Pittsfield

Civil War Period

The old militia system passed away before the Civil War. After the
"Berkshire Grays" were disbanded in 1836, Pittsfield had for some years no
military company Then in 1853, under new laws, the Pittsfield Guards
were organized However, this body after almost half a century of peace
was not in a very flourishing condition, and the efforts of Governor Banks

I TFhidv = pps 347=350%
2. ©Smith, op. cit., II, 238, quoted from the Pittsfield Reporter -
3

Ibid., pp. 259-261.
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to bring about a state wide revival of all military establishments met
with little response in Pittsfield Financial considerations seem toO
have caused most of this apathy for when the Hon. Thomas Allen came tO
the rescue with a gift of $1,500 and other donations increased this sum
to $2,000, the military company was reorganized under the name of the
Allen Guard. Henry S Briggs was chosen captain and the company was soon
placed on an effective basis + In January 1861 all signs indicated that
an armed struggle was becoming daily more imminent, the Governor called
on the commanding officers of volunteer companies to purge the ranks of
those unable or unwilling to serve in the event of a call from the
President Every man but one of the Pittsfield company signified his
readiness to respond 2

Unlike the period preceding the Revolutionary War, the town was
unanimous in its patriotic spirit and support of the government In
April 1861, when Massachusetts received its first call for men four
regiments were mustered in Boston Captain Briggs, who happened to be
there at the time, offered the services of the Pittsfield unit to Two
companies that were short of full strength. Pittsfield was the only
western Massachusetts town to be represented in the first contingent of
troops which the Commonwealth sent to the defense of the Union On Aprii
18th, less than 24 hours after the initial call, the Allen Guard left
Pittsfield amid the customary scenes The company, stationed in turn at
Annapolis, Baltimore, and Washington, saw no actual fighting before re
turning to Pittsfield in August

Shortly after the departure of the Allen Guard came the President s
second call, this time for 75,000 men A company was expressly requested
from Pittsfield and inasmuch as William H Pollock contributed $1 000 to
aid the cause, the company was named the Pollock Guard in his honor. It
left Pittsfield on June 15, 1861 as part of the Tenth Regiment , of which
Captain Briggs had been appointed colonel, and went into action the
following year, participating in a number of battles At Fair Oaks, V
Col Briggs was severely wounded, but on recovering, he was promoted %t
rank of brigadier general 4

a
o the

To the successive calls for men during the remaining months of 1861
and the 2 years that followed, Pittsfield in no instance failed to respond
Enumeration is unnecessary, but the full list of those who served, with
details of rank and unit, is given by Smith in the appendix to his second
volume Summarized, it indicates that during the war there were 972
enlistments, a few of which undoubtedly affected the same men Service was
seen in over 27 infantry and 5 cavalry regiments, as well as in units of
both light and heavy artillery, and a few other miscellaneous organizations
Altogether it represented a magnificient effort on the part of a town whose
population numbered only 8,043 The roll of all the men mustered into

e T u—— =

L. Smith, op. cits; IL, 605, 610.
. Ibd., 7. 611
, pp. 612-615.
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service is given in detail in the Town Reports for 1863 and 1864 1

Not content only with the contribution made by its fightine men,
Pittsfield became active both officially and unofficially in war time
activities On August 2, 1862 a town meeting convened without waiting for
the legal warrant in order to consider the emergency call for men and the
raising of the local quota of 102 soldiers It was at this meeting that th
first mention of a bounty appears To each man who volunteered before a
certain date. an offer of $50 was made 2 Later, a sum well over $100, the
initial recommendation, was granted 2 The town proceeded to raise funds for
this and other war purposes, and so successful was this effort that during
the war period the magnificient sum of $122,000 was collected 4 The town
further illustrated its generosity and realization of its duty to the
Pittsfield service men by voting a bounty toward the end of the war of
$125 to each soldier ©°

In addition to the financial aid given to the soldiers, the town
authorities were most eager that the service of every man should be duly
credited Farly in 1865 we find another list written into the records of
the town and attested to by the clerk This was the "enrollment of active
militia in District No 245" giving the name, rank, age, occupation,
birthplace, and marital status of each soldier The list was compiled by
Capt - Lafayette Butler K commander of the company which served with the
Eighth Infantry Regiment

Following the cessation of hostilities, there seems to have been no
public celebrations such as those which occurred in 1815 Although many
families welcomed the safe return of their men, disease, privations of the
campaign, and actual battle casualties had taken a heavy toll The town
government as well as the general populace, immediately set themselves
to the task of giving honor to those who had made the final sacrifice
A committee to compile a list of the war dead and to make a recommendations

s to the form of a suitable memorial was appointed at the town meeting
of March 30, 1864 7 This committee did not make its report until April 22,
1866 when they submitted with the memorial list two alternative plans
the first, to furnish a memorial room in the town hall %o be used as a
museum for the safe keeping of war relics; the other, to erect an obelisk
shaft in the park 8 The latter suggestion was adopted but it was not until
1871 that the '‘necessary funds were raised

e

Town Reports, 1863, ppn. 9-12, 1864, pp 14-18, see entry 979
Towmn Records, VI, 22, See entry 34 =

Lbid , p 25

Smith, op cit , IT, 623-625.

Town Records, VI, 74, see entry 34

Town Records, VI, pp. 102-107.

Thid., v 134

. IBIa. - pp. 274276

Ibid., VII, p. 99
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A committee was appointed to carry out the work and went to work
immediately. An original and striking design Dby Launt Thompson of New York
was adopted, and the memorial was dedicated with elaborate ceremonies on

g Tor September 24th of the following year. It was placed at the western end of
the the park at a point where many of the volunteers had enlisted The bronze

hat the statue of a color-sergeant, standing upon a square granite pillar, rises

€ a to a total height of 26 feet, 6 inches. Inscribed on the sides of the base
, the of the pillar are the dedicatory inscriptions, and the arms of the United

nds for States and of the Commonwealth. Shields bear the names of Pittsfield

uring men who died in the service of their country during the Civil War

G own

i Establishment of the County Seat

Before the formation of the County of Berkshire in 1761, the courts
of Justice governing all the territory now known as Berkshire and Hampden

1Ly Counties were held at Springfield. At the March session of the General

5 of Court in 1761, an act was passed which established the County of Berkshire

tive and at the same time decreed that a Court of General Sessions of the peace
and an Inferior Court of Common Pleas should be held at North Parish in

L by Sheffield (now Great Barrington) on the last Tuesday of April, and at

2 Pontoosuck (now Pittsfield) on the first Tuesday of September The courts

were established and sat at different intervels in these two towns for
the next 13 years Thus Pittsfield and Great Barrington were selected to

no share the honor of being the seats of County govermment Sessions were
Ly held either biannually or gquarterly.

' the

Wi Then came the war. The towns disregarded the resolution of the

= General Court to hold courts of law during this hectic period and the
courts were suspended until after the adoption of the State Constitution

2
<

t3008 On Feb 26, 1781 an act of the General Court recognized that the suspension
2 of the courts of law was "by reason of the exigencies of the times," re

122, established the Courts of Common Pleas and the General Sessions of the

= Peace, and ruled that they should be held as formerly in Pittsfield and
Great Barrington < Meantime, the settlements in the vicinity of Pittsfield

isk were increasing in population and with this growth the desire to have the

until courts moved to this town. On Oct. 31, 1781 the General Court responded
to this need by appointing a committee to investigate the situation and
render a report, at the same time directing that all the towns in the County

e be notified to be ready to bring the issue to a popular vote The motvion
was put to povular vote and was defeated.® In November 1782 another peti-
tion was presented to the Legislature, and again the power to change the
County seat was defeated by popular vote.6 The following year the Legislature

Smith, op. eit., II, 627-632.

. Province Laws, IV, chs. 9, 14, 20; V, chs. 2, 2045,
. Province Resolves, XX, ch. 518.

. Acts, 1780-81, ch. 19.

.+ Ibid., ch.- 288,

- Ibid., 1782, ch. 166.
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provided that the courts be held at Lenox, the change to take place after
Jan. 1, 1784. This act was not acceptable to the people and a petition
was presented to postpone this action on the ground that the County was
unable to erect the necessary buildings. The Legislature granted a delay
until January 1786,1 but in the meantime recommendations, petitions, and
protests concerning the location of the courts kept pouring in.? However,
the Legislature remained adamant, and decreed that "from and after
January 1787 the two courts be holden in Lenox and that that town be
considered the shire town of Berkshire County, provided that Lenox advance
the sum of E80C toward erecting convenient buildings.”5

The removal of the seat of the County courts to Lencx by no means
settled the question in the opinion of the inhabitants; instead it
became a source of conflict which continued to be agitated for another
81 years.4 The matter was brought up again and again through petitions
to the General Court, resolutions of the selectmen, and several votes
of the people directly on the question.5 However, the facts tended toward
a change and, after much public agitation the Legislature finally acceeded
In 1868 an act was passed removing the County seat to Pittsfield on
condition that the town furnish suitable sites for the Courthouse and Jail
and provide suitable rooms for the courts and for the keeping of the record
until the Courthouse should be built.® The conditions were acceptable to
the town and the long controversy came to an end. The Courthouse was
completed in 1871 and was first occupied at the September term of the
Supreme Court.

I
|
k
i
|
|
;
i
§
E

Industrial Development

In 1753 the nearest point at which a Pontoosuck farmer could grind his
grain was Great Barrington, 20 miles away. Soon after the incorporation
of the Plantation a mill was built; it evidently lacked sufficient capacity,
for in 1761 the town meeting warrant included a proposal "to see whether
Deacon Crowfoot will come into such measure that the Proprietors may be
well accommodated with good grinding and bolting, and if not then to let
the mill dam to those that will." Under the award of the arbitratorséﬂ
this controversy, the Deacon obtained a lease of the dam for 15 years.

The mill privilege passed to other hands in 1778; in the meantime, however,
the town had decided upon a division of the water power provided by the

1. Hom. John C. Crosby, Dedicatory Exercises of the Addition to
the Berkshire County Courthouse, pp. 1-3; Acts, 1785?85, iy
2. Town Records, II, 160, 163, 172; Smith, op. cit., I, 428-433,
11, 686.
3. Acts, 1784-85, ch. 61:
Siabhessope=citt, 11 6865
oo bnd s -p . 691
Acts, 1868, ch. 325.
Enihis opsieit s 1,692,
. Town Records, I, 2-43 passim, see entry 22.
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granting in 1767 a lease of the western end on cond
ration of a fulling mill.1 About the

in the neighborhood afteLW°rds known
i T

gris ave way in the nineteenth century to
flour mills. The fi hese was built in 1824 by the Shekers on the
southwest branch of e 10u°a*01 ¢ River, and was rebuilt and enlarged
in 1865. The second, the Wahcona oh Mill (1859), on the west branch of the
Housatonic, became the “rgest in the district. The third grist mill was
a wooden structure located on the Osceola River which originally hadﬁteen
built to manufacture satinet. All these mills have ceased to exis?t
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The tanning of leather was done in the household in the ear 1y days
+ as the demand for production increased, tanneries
=

of the settlement, bu

were built where water power could be utilized. One was erected on th
north bank of Wampenum Brook at some time prior to 1795, another on
Water Street in 1798, and a third establishment existed on the north

shore of S]JVOT Lake for some time. The exact date of origin of the
latter enterpris n:ncwn but it was probably the first tannery of
any size in Pitt '

Of great local importance was the development of the early iron
industry in Pittsfield Surface veins of WOrr tite had been discovered
in various parts of the town and several small 1ronw0‘:Lu sprung up-

The first town record relative to the iron industry is dated 1768 when
the town voted not to allow Capt. Charles Goodrich anything for building
a road from his iron works.°® In 1775 ancther forge was built on the west
branch of the Housatonic near the West Street bridge, and in 1788 one was
erected on Onota Brook near its confluence with the Housatonic. Still
others are known to have existed between 1768 and 1800; early in the
nineteenth century all gradually dropped out of existence, however, for
local veins of iron ore are proved limited and the competition of Lenox
and Richmond, where better deposits of both iron and ccal had been
discovered, became toc severe. In 1806 one of the old forges was
purchased by a Springfield resident and converted into a small shop for
the manufacture of guns. Its owner secured contracts from Massachusetts
and other states, and from the federal government. The manufacture of
arms was discontinued in 1846, when the introduction of new types of arms
and the establishment of the arsenal made further operation of the plant
unprofitable. A part of the old forge shop was used for some years for
the manufacture of axles.’ ’

1. Town Records, I, 44-10 passim. :

B Smith, opocit. I,a14 t6 1L, 57 pagsin.
g8 s bids; T, 505506

¢. Ibid., pi 41

5. Town Records, I, 43 et seq., see entry 22.
6+ Smith, op. cit., I, 110 to II, 39 passim.
e “Ibid., pp. 189, 190,
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Meanwhile, the making of potash had developed, although chiefly as
a byproduct of the lumber industry. The farmers, to clear the land,
cut more lumber than they could use and were burning the surplus. The
ashes were converted by a simple process into a substance containing
pure commercial potash. Not required for local use, this was probably
the first manufactured commodity exported commercially in any quantity
from this community.l

Another small but important industry was started in 1808,
significant because it indicates the introduction of Pittsfield products
into outside markets. This was the manufacture of linen duck, begun in
a small factory on Elm Street. From this shop came the sails of the
frigate President, famed in the war of 1812. Part of the cordage of
that vessel also came from Pittsfield; it was manufactured in a rope shop
located near the duck factory. Neither of these industries survived forlong2

While the natural facilities of the area encouraged the growth of
industry, farming was still the prime occupation of the early residents,
and one of the principal crops was wheat. Because of constant planting
year after year, however, wheat growing eventually became less profitable.
In 1788 the Berkshire Chronicle issued a series of articles on the
rotation of crops and the use of fertilizers; no doubt they influenced a
few to adopt the more advanced methods which they advocated. Records
indicates that barley, oats, corn, flax, and buckwheat were customary
crops by 1800, in addition to wheat; apples constituted the principal
fruit and a_considerable variety of common garden vegetables had been
introduced.?

Among settlers whose lands were adaptable for it, sheep grazing

and cattle raising formed the major occupation. Cattle, raised for dairy
purposes and for slaughter, represented breeds which had originally been
introduced by the Dutch and English settlers. Sheep, also common, were
kept more for wool than slaughtering.4 Horse-breeding resulted in the
raising of many fine animals, particularly the Narragarsett stock famous
for speed and hardihood. Hogs appear to have been plentiful; as early as
1759, the proprietors voted "that hogs shall not run at large", a ruling
repeated many times with variations and embellishments.®

In the fall of 1807 two merino sheep were exhibited in the section,
the first of that breed to be brought into New England. This was an
opportune time, for the manufacture of woolen goods was beginning its

BIEvh, opL seite T 5 1895 190%

Ebildes pp. 467, 468%

ipiide T pp. 51 -84

Thidesi=ne Bb:

Town Records, I, 15, see entry 34; Smith, op. cit., II, 34.
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y to rganized commercial enterprise,
and in Pittsfield Arthur Scholfield was commanding attention by his
development of carding machines. Some of the farmers who viewed the
merino sheep recognized the potential value of wool from these animals;
to arouse even wider interest a resolve was passed in 1808 to inaugurate
s society to be called the Berkshire Agricultural Society.~ 1n 1810
this orgenization held a cattle show where 500 or more animals were
shown and in which about 50 exhibitors participated, many of them
pittsfield residents. This is generally regarded as the origin of the
New England county fair.® One immediate result of the cattle show was
the introduction of the merino sheep to more local breeders. There can
be no doubt that this development was largely responsible for the rapid
growth and prosperity of e woolen industry in Pittsfield. Another
result of the fair was the legal incorporation of the Berkshire
Agricultural Society.~ The charter was granted early in 1811 and this
placed the fair upon a permanent basis, extending its scope beyond the
exhibition of livestock only by including "all kinds of seeds, roots,
samples of compost, manufactures, patent-rights, improvements in
agriculture, and useful inventions of all kinds."4 In 1816 the fair
obtained a grant of &
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5200 per year from the State and in 1818 a law

was passed making such a grant available to all agricultural societies
which were county-wide in scope.®

The increase in the use of the section's water power facilities,
the availability of better tools and machines, and the normal trend of
the community's trade from the purely local to a broader field caused
the establishment of a number of new manufacturing plants at about the
turn of the nineteenth century and the expansion of many of those already
in existence. The first really large establishment formed during this
era of growth was the Pittsfield Woolen and Cotton Factory, incorporated
in 1808. The Legislature allowed the company real estate holdings to
the value of $30,000 and personal property of 45,000, an unusual enterprise
for that period.® Although this company was the first to organize, it
did not immediately commence operations. For reasons which are not
clear, nothing was done until 1814 when the company was reincorporated.7
The new company purchased land on the Housatonic River, constructed a
dam and a three-story factory. This building was afterwards well known
as the lower mill of L. Pomeroy's Sons; among later additions were tvio
small mills, one of which was converted into a satinet mill in 1842.8

Town Records, I, 15, see entry 34; Smith, op. cit., Tl 324-527.
Bmith, op. oit.. LI, 529,

Acts;~18310, ch. 70,

ldem.; Smith, op. eit., II, 330.

Acts, 1818, ch. 114.

ibiidas- 1808 =ch, 53,

libnids 1815, ch. 7138

Smith, op. cit., II, 473-478 passin.

@30 0P R




42
Historical Sketch

Shortly after the incorporation of the original Pittsfield Woolen and Cottop
Factory another company entered the field, the Housatonic Woolen Mill,

This concern was not incorporated until 1812, although a factory building
situated on the east branch of the Housatonic was erected in 1810 and the
production of woolen cloth had already begun,1 This mill was not a success.?

Gradual recovery from conditions which followed the war of 1812,
together with the protection afforded to domestic manufacturers by the
tariff acts, brought further important industrial expansion to the Pittsfielj
area In 1826 the Pontoosuck Woolen Manufacturing Company was incorporated,
an enterprise more ambitious than its predecessors; the charter allowed real
estate to the value of $80,000 and personal estate of $160,000.2 The mil]
was located on the outlet from the southern end of Pontoosuck Lake about a
mile below the Pittsfield line, was four stories in height, and was con-
structed of brick kilned in a nearby brick yard Included in the land were
two dams, one immediately adjacent to the outlet from the lake, the other
a little farther to the south The factory commenced operations in 1827
From the first, the company prospered, despite a scarcity of skilled labor
and has continued to be one of Pittsfield’s most important textile concerns.
During the first World War cloth for military uniforms was produced in
large gquantities, much of it for foreign govermments.® In 1928 the plant
was leased to the Wyandotte Worsted Company® and was seld to them outright
in 1933.7 About the time of the establishment of the Housatonic Mill still
another woolen goods factory started in the southwest part of the town.
This was a one-story wooden factory; 25 spindles and a carding machine com-
prised the original eqguipment In 1825, however, the factory was enlarged,
going into the manufacture of wool products on a much bigger scale 8 The
factory underwent several expansions and reorganizations but eventually
proved unsuccessful and was closed

These factories comprised the more important textile establishments of
the earlier part of the 19th century; in later years others made their
appeerance In 1843 a small shop on Onota Brook, which had been used in the
manufacture of carpenters’ tools, was vurchased and a year later was convertel
to the manufacture of cotton batting In 1863 it was enlarged and to it was
added a dye house and another building for use as boiler room, picker room,
and drying-room. This became the Russell Mill, one of the best equipped
woolen plants of the period in Pittsfield?, and continued as one of the city's

Aevss 1919 = chieslbilae Smith Op+ cibe 7 EE 4695

Smith, op. cit 1t

Acts, 1825, ch. -115;
D1

Smith, op.cit.,

Boltwooé, op QEE soPDi 2 2
Berkshire Evening Eagle, Aug. 14, 1938.
Tbid s Aups 15, 1933
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In the decade following

ness declined and in 1930 the mills closed

~a s o o
ess they were ta

ken over in 1937 by the present

concern which erected its original plant in

hundred persons
of woolen goods

4 Another excellently equipped
was the Taconic mill, which was
branch of the Housatonic and

" distance below the Taconic mill.

built in 1856 It was situated on the west
consisted of a main mill building with dye, picker, boiler, wool, and storage
houses. For a time it operated successfully but suspended production in

1873 9 It was reopened later and operated until recent years, when finally

operations were suspended altogether

quccess was not in store for a textile factory erected in 1832, a short
This was a substantial four-story brick
building, but, unfortunately, adequate water rights were not secured and it
was found impossible to use the plant It stood idle until 1852 when it was
bought by the newly organized Pittsfield Woolen Company, which purchased the
water privilege immediately above the factory and, by combining the two, was
able to provide ample power The building was renovated, equipped, and put
into operation In 1862 another four-story brick mill was built, and the two
plants were operated until 1873, when the concern was bought by the Bel Air
Manufacturing Company, which installed additional and improved machinery and
added new buildings 7 This company, however, failed in 1884, and the plant
was operated under trusteeship until 1890, when it was closed and stood idle
until 1904. It was then purchased by Wilson Brothers and became an auxiliary
plant to that thriving concern 8

The .Osceola Woolen Mill began operation in 1864 in a structure which
had been used for other mills for thirty years In 1865 an addition was
made to the plant to increase its capacity, and the original building was
replaced by a larger structure in 1873 Around it stood a number of tene-
ment houses which formed one of the many little villages at that time com-
prising the town of Pittsfield In 1901 this mill was reorganized, bringing
under its control two other plants; with the expansion which followed the
reorganization it became the largest single textile factory in Pittsfield,
and by 1915 was employing a total of 800 hands 10 1n 1922 the mill was taken
over by the Berkshire Woolen Company and has operated since that time as a

PR 3 1
subcidiary of that concern.**

; Boltwood,_gg‘

1
2. Berkshire EvV
$. Ibid , Aug. 2, 1937.
L 4. Statement of the Secretary, Pittsfield Chamber of Commerce, June 30,
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]

While some of the early woolen mills were chartered for the
manufacture of cotton and woolen goods, little seems to have been done
in cotton manufacture, probably because cotton was not produced locally
and transportation was still a serious problem. In 1833, however, a
company was formed for the sole purpose of cotton manufacture, the
Pittsfield Cotton Mills.l A brick building, four stories in height was
erected, and by 1845 approximately 100 operatives were employed. The
factory was later closed.®

In 1844 water rights were purchased on Onota Brook for a batting
mill; before it was placed in operation, however, it was converted to
the manufacture of cotton-warps by the firm of J. and E. Peck. Fire
destroyed the mill in 1866 but it was immediately replaced by a larger
building. In 1864 another mill further up Onota Brook was erected in
which Planmel was made. The two mills did a thriving business, employing
about 140 people, half of whom were women. 4 They finally ceased
operations in 1910 and the plants were closed; however, the mills were
reopened almost immediately by the Berkshire Woolen and Worsted Company,
now the largest textile establishment in Pittsfield.®

In 1867 a concern manufacturing paper making machinery in East Lee
moved to Pittsfield. The factory was located at the side of the present
plant on McKay Street; another plant, immediately opposite, was bought
in 1890. In 1896 a large machine shop was constructed, still further
expansion coming in 1904 when an adjoining boiler works was purchased
and converted into another machine shop.6 In recent years woodworking
shops and storehouses have been built, the foundry rebuilt and electrified,
and a laboratory constructed. The produgts of the firm are widely known
throughout the North American continent. '’

At least one brewery of importance was established during Pittsfield's
era of business and industrial expansion. It was the Gimlick and White
Brewery, opened in 1868. Beginning with an output of five barrels a
day, within 20 years it was necessary to erect a larger brewery on
Columbus Avenue. Under the name of Berkshire Brewing Association further
expansions were made, until the prohibition law forced the suspension
of activities. At that time its output was about 325 barrels a day.8

After the Civil War and the panic of 1873, and when industries had
again begun to prosper and expand, the trend of new business was away from

€ CAets, 1835 - - chi 65

2. Smith, op. cit., II, 503.

3. Ibid., II, 503; Boltwood, op. cit., p. 252.

4, SSmidbh,op. cit., T1,-4985 499,

5. Boltwood, op. cit., pp. 252, 253.

6. Berkshire Evening Eagle, Apr. 13, 1926.

7.  Interview with Mr. S. Harley Jones, vice-president, E. D. Jones
and Sons Co., May 15, 1941.

8. Berkshire Evening Fagle, Sept. 10, 1935.
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textiles. The manufacture of shoes was one of the first of the new
enterprises in Pittsfield. Three shoe factories were established,
although none of them operated on a very large scale. The Robbins and
Kellogg Company and Pittsfield Shoe Company started as new concerns, :
while the Cheshire Shoe Company moved to Pittsfield in 1889.% Among -
other industries which came to Pittsfield.at this time were the Terry
Clock Company, which moved frog_Waterbury, Conn. in 1880 and at its
peak employed about 120 people® and the factory of the Rice Company,
silk braid and thread makers was opened in 1878.3 An enterprise of
lesser importance but of much local interest materialized in 1887,
when a local inventor with alchemistic ambitions secured the financial
backing of a Pittsfield inhabitant for a shop in which to transmute
scrap iron into copper. Before the desired aims had been realized,
however, the overeager sponsor investigated a boiling vat of chemicals
with the aid of a lighted candle. Annoyed by the ensuing explosion,
he withdrew his financial support and the enterprise collapsed.4

Electric lights made their appearance in 1883, when a few local
merchants organized the Pittsfield Eiectric Light Company.5 This
firm sold power to the town, and the street light committee of the
fire district installed ten street lights. In 1887 s competitor,
the Pittsfield Illuminating Company, introduced the greatly superior
Edison incandescent type of lam .6 In 1890, with the formation of
the Pittsfield Electric Company’, the two companies merged and erected
a central power station.® In 1922 the Pittsfield Electric Company
commenced to purchase power from the Turners Falls Power and Electric
Company and in 1927 it combined with other companies to form the Western
Massachusetts Company.9

With electric light and power came a new industry, the manufacture
of electrical products, which ultimately resulted in the creation of the
largest single industrial establishment in Pittsfield. This was the
Stanley Electric Manufacturing Company which produced the first high-
power polyphase transformers used in America, placed on the market inlo
1891, and, two years later, the first alternating current generator.
These and other inventions which followed were so important in the
industrial use of electrical energy that the demand for the Pittsfield

1. Boltwood, op. cit., p. 28.

2. Gazetteer of Berkshire County, 1725-1895, p. 279.
3. Berkshire Evening Eagle, July 23, 1938.

4. Boltwood, op. cit., p. 29.

D Acts, 1885

6. Boltwood, op. cit., p. 259.

el s els s 1890 wchy 889,

8. Boltwood, op. cit., p. 259.

9. Berkshire Evening Eagle, July 26, 1939.
10. Boltwood, op. cit., pp. 91, 269.
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products ‘became nation-wide. The company was sold in 1899 to John A.
Roebling of New Jerseyl, the first important instance of the introduction
of outside capital into Pittsfield industries. A new plant was completed
in 1901 in the Morningside area, the main building of which was the largest
industrial building in the city and provided accommodations for=1:200
workers.~ In 1903 control of the company passed to the General Electric
Company .

About the middle of the nineteenth century papermaking was added
to the list of Pittsfield industries when a small factory in Coltsville
which originally had been an iron forge and later a tannery, was converted
into this purpose by Thomas Colt in 1855. However, Mr. Colt soon found
that the old structure was entirely inadequate and replaced it with a
brick factory equipped with the latest type of machinery. For the use of
this factory the first artesian wells in Western Massachusetts were
drilled.4 It was not for some years, however, that a really important
papermaking firm was established. In 1893 the Hurlburt Stationery
Company was organized and after a merger with a firm in New York built
a mill on South Church Street.? In 1899 the American Writing Paper
Company bought both this concern and another one in South Lee. When
it appeared that the latter syndicate would remove the locally valuable
industry from the city, the Faton-Hurlburt Paper Company was formed and
repurchased the South Church Street plant.6 Two years later this plant
was enlarged by the addition of three substantial buildings and shortly
after that further expansion came through the absorption of two other
fitms. In 1908 arrangements were made with the Crane Company of Dalton
which resulted in a reorganization under the name of the Eaton, Crane
and Pike Company. Another reorganization took place in 1933 which
changed the name to the Eaton Paper Company and in 1934 the company
became the Eaton Paper Corporation.7 It is one of the leading producers
of fine papers in the world.

Since shortly after the Revolution there have been one or more
newspapers published in Pittsfield, a few of which covered many years of
publication and carried considerable weight in local affairs, and others
which began ambitiously but failed to survive many issues. The American

5. ~Thid.s p: 272. According: o a statement of the secretary of the
Pittsfield Chamber of Commerce in 1940, and judging from the general

increase in employment in the section since then, the 1942 personnel of

1. Boltwood, op. cit., p. 271.

the plant must be considerably in excess of 10,000 workers.
3. Boltwood, op. cit., p. 272.
4, Smith, op. cit., II, 503, 504.
5. Boltwood, op. cit., p. 245.
6. Ibid., p. 246.
7. Interview with Mr. H. W. Davis, president, Eaton Paper

Corporation, May, 1941.
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Centinel, quite likely the first paper published in the Pittsfield
section, belonged to the shorter-lived group of news ventures. Its
first.issue was i Dec.” 1, 1787; despite the assurance of its
publisgher i you may range the world... increase your knowledze

s cand dell soul", the single-sheet Centinel very soon ceased
to appear.l % aucﬂeeded by the Berkshire Chronicle, a weekly,

3 This paper met with somewhat better succes

one brief lapse, it continued publication for

the Centinel had contained only a few advertise-

ys, the Chronicle offered editorials on

-ions and advertising from several parts of

icle was followed by another newspaper, the

in available records, and in 1798 by the

st-named publication lived for about two years,
below the level of the Chronicle in editorial

first issued on ‘
than its predecess
more than two years
ments and - two or

name ©f W
Berkshire
and while
content it &

partisan politics -of tbe day;‘§

.Contributing largely to the failure of Pittsfield's first four
newspapers were certain natural disadvantages encountered by other journals
of that period: the comparative scarcity and high cost of paper and
printing materials, expensive and laborious hand machinery for prinving,
and the ser problem of distribution {in 1789 only one postoffice
operated in the whole of Western Massachusetts and was located several
miles from ; ‘ In 1800, however, these obstacles had been
sufficient TEC for at least one paper to make a bid for permsmence.
This paper wse s Sun, begun in September 1800, in the plant formerly
occupied by e Gagette. The Sun pledged full support to the Democratic

Party and for more than a half century lived up to that promise. Perhaps
even more unique than this unswerving allegiance to one political faction
Wwas the fact that in more than 60 years the paper was never known toadmit
fault or error in its policy. The Sun attained great local power and
influence during the century or more - of its existence, remaining in the

O

control of on
period.2 I%

i1y all throughout that time excepting for one ten-year
nded publication in 1906.

The Democratic Sun had little competition in the Pittsfield area for
the first quarter of a century after it began publication. Howeveré in
1827 the Argus started, carrying the opposing political banner.

This paper enjoyed considerable success until it was moved to Lenox in

1. ety Tk, 24

2 26-28.

3. 24-28 passim.

4.

5. . op. cit., pp. 303-306.
6. Smith, op. cites &1, 679, 680.
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1831 where it was united with the Journal, and a few years later changed
its name to the Massachusetts Eagle. The paper was moved back to Pittsficld
in 1842 and was reorganized a decade later as the Berkshire County Eagle.

A number of changes were made in the ownership and management of the

Eagle in the succeeding years, the present operating body of the paper
having been incorporated in 1891. The new company published the

Berkshire County Eagle, a weekly, for the rural areas, and the Berkshire
Evening Eagle, a daily, for Pittsfield consumption. The Evening Fagle

is at the present time the only daily newspaper published in Pittsfield,
and is perhaps the most influential paper in the County.

Some 12 years before the Eagle published its first evening edition
another daily had been printed in Pittsfield, the Evening Journal,
the first daily newspaper in Massachusetts west of the Connecticut River.
The Journal had a varied career under several owners until 1897, when it
came under the control of the Pittsfield Journal Company. It lived for
nearly 20 years more,2 until in 1915 a new firm was formed for the
publication of a daily newspaper and a plant was built for that purpose.
However, the Journal suspended publication with its Jan, 8, 1916 issue,
and two days later the Daily News began operation. This, too, was
suspended a few months afterward.

These were probably the principal newspapers published in Pittsfield
during the past century; they do not constitute the whole list of papers
which were issued for varying lengths of time in this period, however,

s ome of these were general organs of interest and information, but others
were mouthpieces for political or other groups. Although the Berkshire
County Whig, established in 1840, professed editorial independence, it
was usually a strong supporter of Whig candidates and policies. 1t
entered actively into the Free-Soil movement in 1848 but ceased publication
abruptly the following year when its published joined the migration to
California.% The Cataract began publication in 1844 for the sole purpose
of popularizing the cause of temperance. Highly personal and somewnhat
scurrilous articles which appeared in its columns caused its office to be
mobbed once before it subscription list was finally sold to an Albany
paper.® A small cempaign sheet called '0ld Tip' was issued in 1840 and
ardently supported the candidacy of General Harrison for President.

The Star lived a brief 6 months in 1847, and the Berkshire Agricultural,
later known as a Culturalist and Gazette, published at about the same

1. Boltwood, op. cit., pp. 308, 309; interview with Mr. Lawrence K.
Miller, editor, the Berkshire Evening Eagle, Apr. 1, 1941,
Ibid., pp. ol9-021,
Accession Records, Berkshire Athenaeum, see entry 491.
Smith, op. clt.; IE, 6805
bid: = p- 6815
Ehid. ;- p- 681 et sed.
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l ‘time, continued publication for the next 10 years.l Other papers

'1214 published in the late nineteenth century were the Weekly Gazette, issued
> for a few months in 1893 by the Evening Journal;2 the Berkshire Hills,

a Saturday weekly (1888) ;2 the Sunday Morning Call, and later the
Morning Call, successors to the Berkshire Hills;* the Evening Times,
igsued for a few months during 1906,° and others less notable.

W

To handle the necessarily large and complex financial transactions 5
of its varied industries and businesses, Pittsfield is fortunate in having
several banking institutions which rank with the leading banks in the
state. Long before banking had become important as a factor in the
economic life of the community, the Agricultural Bank was established,
and incorporated in 1815.6 Although not the first bank in the town,
it figured as the first successful venture intended specifically to
; serve those engaged in agricultural pursuits. Its stock proved an

excellent investment, for a number of years paying dividends of 24
percent. In 1865 it became a national pank under Federal laws.’ The
Berkshire County Savings Bank was formed in 1846.8 An idea of its
rapid growth during its first 30 years may be illustrated by figures
showing total deposits at various intervals: 18950, $21,596; 1870,
$187,736; 1875, $1,000,953.9 For many years it occupied quarters in
the building of the Berkshire Life Insurance Company, but erected its
14 own building in 1894.10 1n 1853 the Pittsfield Bank was incorporated
and was reorganized in 1865 as the Pittsfield National Bank.ll 1In
1929 it merged with the Third National Bank, resulting in the _present
title, the Pittsfield-Third National Bank and Trust Company. 2 The

i

= City Saving Bank, chartered in 1895,15 originally occupied a small
space but in 1906 brought its own building at North and Fenn Streets.14
The Berkshire Trust Company, incorporated in 1895 as the Berkshire Loan
tion and Trust Company,l is located at 50 North Street. There are two
se
Smith; op«cits; IT, 680,
be Boltwood, op. cit., p. 310.

Thidensps 512
Ibides-ps B4
bids, PP Sligs =81 5%
cilis= 817 chi 1615k
Berkshire Evening Fagle, Apr. 13, 1926.
Acts, 1846, ch. 4.
Smith, op. cit., II, 681.
% 10. Boltwood, op. cit., p. 262.
115 Aets ;= 18b3; ch; 240; Smifh; op. Cita - 1L5.p. 6825
12. Berkshire Evening Eagle, April 13, 1926; interview with Mr. W.
A. Andrew, vice-president, the Pittsfield-Third National Bank and Trust
Co., June, 1941.
iR S Aehigs s 1893, ok 96
14. Boltwood, op. cit., p. 262.
Ibis s Aets, 1898, “ch. 1606,
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. . Al
co-operative banks, the Pittsfield Co-operative Bank, chartered in 1889,”
and the Union Co-operative Federal Savings and Loan Association, organized
in 19118

Two insurance concerns doing a large volume of business in Western
Massachusetts have their home offices in Pittsfield: the Berkshire
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, incorporated in 1835,5 and the Berkshire
Mutual Life Insurance Company, which received its charter in 1851.4
The former company had 1ts guarters in the Agricultural Bank Building
while the latter concern erected its own building in 1868.

Highly important as it is in Massachusetts industry, Pittsfield also
occupies a.position of preeminence in the commerce and trade of the
western part of the state. Large modern shops accommodate the camparative-
1y high volume of local buying power and, in addition, make the city a
trading center for much of  Berkshire and the adjacent Counties Notable
emong the business enterprise which handle the section's business are
department stores comparable with those to be found in Boston, Springfield,
and other large cities. Retail clothing shops serve as outlets for men's
and women's wear from the factories of Springfield and the Fast. A
profitable market 1is found in Pittsfield for the shoes of Brockton and
Lynn, metal goods and houschold appliances made locally and in other
sections, and foodstuffs, provisions and farm products from several states,
plus a considerable quantity of dairy goods for both export and local
consumption are handled in the city and its immediate environs Tools
and heavy hardware for farms and factories are bought and sold, and
unusually good highway and rail facilities speed the movement of
merchandise into and out of the Pittsfield vicinity.

The desirability of cooperation between Pittsfield business and
industrial enterprises, and the elimination of objectionable practices
not always covered by statute resulted in the organization of a board of
trade in 1910. The membership embraced about 400 persoms, most of whom
were merchants inasmuch as the activities of the board centered upon
the regulation of retail establishments. In 1917, however, the necessity
for broadening the scope of the organization led to the establishment
of the present Chamber of Commerce. Without abandoning former policies,
the new organization interested itself in industrial and civic affairs
and in the ensuing years has sponsored and aided many community
organizations

1. Interview with A. W. Jones, vice-president, Pittsfield Cooperative
Bank, June, 1941.

2. Acts, 1835; Interview with William C. Root, vice-president
Union Co-operative Federal Savings and Loan Assn., June, 1941.

3. Acts, 1835, :
4. Berkshire Evening Fagle, April 13, 1926.
5 Ibid., pp. 67, 68.
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Transpcrtation

The first decades of the nineteenth century witnessed Pittsfield's
greatest single period of industrial and comnercial expansion. Like
the rest of the State, the Berkshire County area enjoyed a natural
growth after the Revolutionary War, and the general increase of population
in Western Massachusetts brought many new residents into the Pittsfield
vicinity. Perhaps the greatest .of the factors having a direct bearing
on the Pittsfield growtl, however, was the new wave of transportaticn
betterment that began with improved highways and passed through several
stages into the building of railroads and the inauguration of street
transportation. The improved trensport facilities served a double
purpose for they moved the town's maenufactured products to larger and
more removed markets, and assured the Pittsfield factories of a supply
of skilled labor not hitherto available.

Around the turn of the century the bulk of the rocad building program
was carried out by privately-operated concerns holding Massachusetts
charters which permitted them to construct turnpikes to be conducted
on a toll basis. The first of these toll roads to enter Pittsfield was
the Third Massachusetts Turnpike, chartered in 1797, which connected
Pittsfield with Northampton,z and was later extended to the New York
State line.® Authorization was given by the General Court in 1800 for
the construction of a road from Pittsfield to Russell,4 but this road was
finished only as far as Chester and in 1818 the charter for the uncompleted
part was withdrawn. A later corporation, the Pontoosuck Company, finished
this route in 1830, despite much opposition. Several other roads built
during the 1800-1850 period either entered Pittsfield or other necarby
towns, and over these roads Pittsfield products could move speedily and
profitably to the Hudson and Connecticut Rivers and to tidewater at Boston.

With the coming of the railroads in the 1830's Pittsfield and the
area immediately adjoining it became the center of much controversy. The
route that railway building should follow from Boston through Worcester
to Springfield was not seriously questioned, but more than one route was
suggested to bridge the mountainous stretch of country west of Springfield

1. Massachusetts was a leader in the number of highways improved or
censtructed under the private charter plan. Noteworthy among the major
arteries in the State which came in this category were sections of th
Boston Post Road and what later became the Worcaster Turnpike. The toll
roads were operated by private finance for a number of years, eventually
being take over by or surrendered to the States or the Counties and towns
through which they passed; See Acts, 1800-1830 passim for charters of
the more important toll roads.

2n Actoes 1797, cha= 78,

3 —Ibid«;, 1798, ch. 22.

Ibid., 1800, ch. 48.

Ibid;, 1818 "ch. %5,

Smith, op. cits, II; 5115512,
. Acts, 1800-1830 passim.
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to the: Hudson River. One route considered would run through West
Stockbridge and on to the Hudson; another, more to the north, would go
from Springfield through Pittsfield to Albany.l The failure to influence
the necessary sentiment in favor of the Pittsfield-Albany route led to
the incorporation of the Pittsfield and West Stockbridge Company in 1832,
which was to have built a line to connect with the Hudson and Berkshire
Railroad et West Stockbridge.2 This plan was subsequently abandoned,

and a stage-coach provided Pittsfield with its connection with the
railrcad at West Stockbridge for some tine.

When the General Court issued articles of incorporation to the
Western Railroad Corporation in 1833, it authorized the constructionqcf
a railroad line from Worcester to the western boundary of the State.*
Some opposition to the project was offered but the line was eventually
built, and on May 4, 1841 the town jubilantly welcomed the first train
to run on this new course. The completion of this road brought agitation
for Tail connections from other towns in the Western lMassachusetts
section; in 1842 the Pittsfield and North Adams Railroad Company was
incorporated,5 its finished line being leased to the Western Railroad
Corporation four years later.® Another reilroad leaving Pittsfield
as one of its terminii was chartered in 1847 and its construction
finished in 1850; this was the Pittsfield and Stockbridge Railroad,
which connected with the Housatonic Railroad and ran south through
Western Connecticut to Bridgeport.7

The town had grown to such a point by 1886 that it was deemed advisable
to provide it with street-car transportation. Horse-drawn cars began
operation on the streets in that year, and were replaced by electricaily-
driven vehicles in 1891. One concern, Pittsfield Electric Street
Railway Company, operated the electric line without competition for
ten years; a second concern, the Berkshire Street Railway Company,
however, was later given permission to comstruct a line running north
and south through the eastern part of the town. Rivalry between the two
iines was intense, resulting in a "trolley war" which ended only when
control of both passed to the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad
Company in O, Electric cars operated on the Pittsfield streets
until 1932, when they were replaced with motorized equipment.ll

1.0 Smith “lopi Citie, oLl 521027,

2. Aebe e 1832, cha 9,

Seavhibdde i e 5505

4 Nets, = 18885 chin 116

Bee Lhad ., 1842 - ch. 69,

B ST bl LoD, «Cihis. TG 5400

7 -Tbid., 546, 547; Acts, 18475 eh. 99,

8. Minutes of selectmen's meetings, 1882-86, p. 57, see entry 97.
9. Boltwood, op. cit., II, 22.

N Ehid o804 81
11. Berkshire Evening Eagle, Nov. 18, 1932.
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The advent of motor cars rendered the attractions of the Berkshires
easily accessible. The needs and comforts of the motorist have been met
by the construction of a great network of roads which provide good highways
to every village and take full advantage of the beauties of hill and =
valley, meadow and lake, pine tree and white birch.

Civic Organizations

Hand in hand with the development of Pittsfield's municipal govermment,
industrial prominence, and mercantile importance has gone an increasing
civic-consciousness on the part of its citizenry. This has provided a
general rounding-out of community life and has given the city many
advantages not often enjoyed in other municipalities, or where they do
exist are maintained only at the expense of a heavier tax burden.

One of the earliest efforts along these lines was the establishment
of a local medical college. In May 1822 a movement was started by Dr.
Henry Childs to interest the town in the establishment of a local medical
center. The voters approved his plan and the site he proposed, and
pledged all possible aid.l He now enlisted the support of the Berkshire
District Medical Society, which drew up a petition to the Legislature
asking for this project and after some opposition from officigls of
several established medical organizations, a charter was granted to the
Berkshire Medical Institution on Jan. 24, 1823. Contrary to the hopes
of the Pittsfield sponsors it made no endowment provisions, but the charter
allowed real estate holdings to the value of $50,000 and a similar amount
in personal property. It stipulated that degrees should be conferred only
by Williams College, and these under the same conditions as the degrees
issued by Harvard College.2 Although the board of trustees first met
on Jan. 31, the proponents of the project had not waited for the legal
incorporation before putting the school into operation. During 1822,
one of them had acquired title to the property of the former Pittsfield
Democratic Hotel, and in this building the first student body, consisting
of 25 men, commenced work in September of that year. A board of managers,
comprising the men who had signed the petition, were named as trustees,
assumed control of the embryo college,5 and set themselves to the taskdl
financing the purchase and remodeling of the property. On July 29, 1824
the town granted the use of the lot to the east of the town house,4 and
to this site the former coach house of the hotel was transferred and
rebuilt into a laboratory and classrooms. The main building was retained
as living quarters for the students.

Town Records, IV, 3, 4, see entry 34.
Actig - 1828 ssch =48, .
Smith.~op: cit. II; 856,

Town Records, IV, 66, see entry 34.
Smith, op: eit:y II; 358,
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The institution was beset with finamcial difficulties throughout its
entire existence. Late in 1823 the trustees were able to secure a grant
of $5,000 from the Legislature, but since this was payable in five annual
installments it was absorbed in the current expenses of the first few
ye-ars,1 and in spite of repeated efforts no further funds were received
from this source until 1850. The scholastic requirements for the award
of a degree remained unchanged but in 1837 the college was recognized
by the Massachusetts Medical Society and received the privilege of issuing
its own degrees; thus severing the connection with Williams College.

From 1837 to 1850 an average of 130 students were in attendance. When
the laboratory building was demolished by fire in 1850 a grant of $10,000
was obtained from the Legislature2 and, with the addition of #5,000
raised locally, a fine new building was erected on South Street on Au@ D%
1851. The next year, the old hotel building was sold and demolished.*®
However, in spite of its greatly improved facilities, the Berkshire
Medical Institute began to decline about this time, more because of the
general conditions of that era than for reasons traceable tc its own
responsibility. Every effort was maée to stimulate attendance, including
the publication in 1861 of an excellent medical magezine known as the
Berkshire Medical Journal, and the addition of a fine chemical laboratory
in 1867. The Civil War still further reduced enroliment until in 1867
only 35 students were taking the courses.4 In 1869 it was deemed un-
advisable to continue, and the trustees thereupon secured from the
Legislature permission to transfer the equipment of the institution to
the Berkshire Athenaeum, then about to be established. They were allowed
to sell the real estate and, after liguidating all debts, divided the
remaining cash zssets between the Athenaeum and the Pittsfield Young
Men's Association.® The college building was sold to the town in 1871
2nd remodeled as a high school, in which capacity it served for many
years.

Another more permanent example of the public spirit of Pittsfield
was demonstrated in the formation in 1878 of the Union Tor Home Work,
which constituted one of the earliest instances in the country of a
central community organization administering local philanthropies. A
board of management consisting of the Tive Protestant ministers of the
town, together with two men and two women selected from each parish,
controlled the organization for "the relief of the poor, the reform of
the bad, the prevention and decrease of pauperism and begging at the
door."?” The Union raised money from donations and established its head-
quarters in a house on Dunham Street. In addition to charity distributions
and the operation of an employment bureau, the Union conducted an evening

Acks; 1825, ¢l 15580

Province Resolves, 1850, ch. 8l.
Smith, op.cit., 11, B67, 568,
Fhid = 3705 :
Neds > 1869 cha 65,

Sti b oprcibe, L, 7.
Boltwood, op. cit., p. 26.
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gchool, a sewing school, coffee rooms, and a series of mothers' meetings;
This unified program proved to be so successful that in 1881 the town
delegated to it a part in the administration of "outside relief'" for
the poor.z This share in the public relief work of the town increased
during the next three years, but in 1884 a rupture occurred and the
selectmen resumed their responsibilities in sole control of relief
administration.o

The Union was reorganized in 1887 and a board of trustees was
created to hold the property of the organization;4 although the original
board of management continued its functions as an operating body. By
this time additional philanthropies had been initiated, including a club
for working girls, a small elementary vocational school for boys, and
the care of poor children sent from the great cities, notably New York,
for a summer vacation in the Berkshires. In 1888 the Union moved its
headquarters to the Read Building at North and Fenn Streets, and in 1889
became allied with the newly established Berkshire County Home for Aged
Women. As a building had been erected for the two organizations on
South Street, the Union immediately transferred to this new location.
However, the alliance did not prove successful and was severed in 1890,
although the Union retained its rooms in the South Street building until
1895. Its interests were then sold to the Ilome for Aged Women and from
the proceeds a house on Fenn Street was purchased. Here a sewing school,
a cooking school, a day nursery, 2 fruit and flower mission for poor
invalids, and a boys' club were conducted. In addition, a "fresh air"
fund for city children was administered and the original employment and
charity distribution departments continued. A reading and coffee room was
also operated on Depot Street. The Union for Home Work maintained its
useful services until 1911, when its activities ceased. Tor 33 years it
had virtually monopolized the organized philantiropic activities of the
community in a most commendable manner. It is impossible to estimate the

value of its humanitarian work.5

A Young Men's Christian Association was formed in Pittsfield in 1885,
receiving its charter a year later. The organization erected its own
building in 1910, for some years it has conducted a summer camp On &
65-acre site along the shore of Lake Pontoosuc. To further the welfare
of somewhat younger group than the v.M.C.A. served, a group of businessmen
formed the Pittsfield Boys' Club, incorporated in 1900. With the aid of

Boltwood, op. cit., pp. 221, 222.

Town Records, VIII, 357, 358, see entry 34.
Lhiid = p. =588

Boltwood, op. cit., p. 222.

. 1bid., pp. 222, 223.

- =1bid;, pp. 192-1094,
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funds raised lccally and augmented by sums from the Nati 1t ¥

Club Association, a building to house the club was constructed in 1906,

This organization also has its own sumuier camp.
An organization for women, the Young Wom one Association,

came into existence in 1910. This body did n ter into the direct

promotion of activities for women, but provided gquarters for other

organizations engaged in women's work. One of the groups which used

its facilities was the Working Girls' Club, a group founded some years

earlier which was an entirely self-supporting body with a recreational,

social, and educational program.3 The Business Women's Club, established

by young women of the Methodist Church but nonsectarian in character,

was another group which had its quarters in the Home Association. #

The concerted efforts of the Business Women’'s Club and the Working Girls®

Club resulted later in the formation of the Girls' League, an organization

serving younger girls.® In 1930 the Working Girls' and Business Women's

Ciubs were united under the name of the Women's Club, which now occupies

a building on Wendell Street.b

o O
y ot

The town received an important contribution to its cultural life
in 1902 when Zenas Crane of Dalton erected a building on South Street
and gave it to the community for use as a museum of art and natural
history Control of the new museum was given to the trustees of the
Berkshire Athenaeum, the charter of the latter institution being
changed accordinglyﬁv Additions were made to the museum in 1905, 1909,
and 1915 through the generosity of the original benefactor, who also
provided a fund for the permanent maintenance of the institution In
1932 the museun was incorporated independently of the Athenaeum, with
full jurisdiction over the property and endowments donated by Mr Crane.®

For scme years prior to 1908 a small private hospital had been
conducted at North Street and Springside Avenue. Its head, Dr.
Charles Richardson, began a movement for the creation of a more
elaborate institution, and in 1908 the Hillcrest Surgical Hospital
was incorporated. Originally the hospital specialized in surgical cases
only, but later it became a general hospital, with a full training
course for nurses. The hospital has 42 beds.? St. Luke's Hospital had
its beginning in a venture which began a decade after the opening of
the Hillcrest Hospital. Im 1917 a private convalescent home was purchased

1. Boltwood, op. cit., II, 198-200.
2o - LDid e PP p0F=205%

3. ldem.
4
5

e ALIOBLE e S Rl SO S
o Bl PP 205 204N
6. Interview with Stanley Benton, President, Young Women's Home
Association, March 10, 1940.
v Nelhs - 19085 ch. 184
Se o londs ] 19852, che 184,
9. Boltwood, op. cit., II, 228, 229; interview with Dr. William
L. Tracy, chief of staff, March 12, 1940.
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with the aid of a begue left by the first priest of St, Charles
Church and opened as th Boylan Memorial Hospital. When the facilities
of the hospital proved inadequate, a home on East Street was purchased
and opened as St. Luke's Hospital, and in 1925, a new hospital building
was completed This new structure, which has 156 beds, bore the name
of St. Luke's, and the old Boylan Memorial building was closed.

st

A group of citizens formed the Pittsfield Anti-Tuberculosis
Association in 1908, renting a rarmhouse in the southwesterly section
of the city and converting it into a sanatorium. - This property was
purchased by the Association in 1912;shortly afterward a bequest was
made for the erection of a hospital building to be known by the name
of its benefactor, Dr. Frederick S. Coolidge. More than 30 patients
can be accommodatedin the 63 acres of land the hospital owns.?

In addition to these institutions providing for certain specific
needs of the citizens of Pittsfield, there are to be found many splendid
recreational and educational facilities, operated in whole or in part
through municipal control. Within the city limits there are 12 public
parks, 4 bathing beaches on the shores of the lakes, 3 golf courses,
and 10 playgrounds for children 2

+

Summation

For many natural reasons, Pittsfield in 1942 occupies an unusually
good position for the reflection of any growth that may come to
Massachusetts or to the country as a whole. Industrially it enjoys
the dual advantage of having plants and factories of its own which are
in a healthy and prosperous state; in addition, it has one of the more
desirable locations to which yet other industries are turning in line
with the new policy of industrial decentralization. While the sharp
increases of production in he PittsTield area in the 1940-42 period
were due to a world war and the intensification of this nation's
defense program, the stable nature of the products of the Pittsfield
factories --- textiles, hardware, metal goods, power-transmission
equipment, etc.---provide a splendid indication that the abnormal
gains of 1940-1942 might well be expected to be the permanent rate of
expansion for future years. The city is more than amply prepared to
meet such a steadily increasing population and industrial importance.

A generally good municipal machinery has accepted many modern innovations
in recent years, and now is comparable to the most constructive city

Katherine F. Mulloney, Catholic Pittsfield, II, 185, 186.
Community Statistical Abstract, 1939.
Idem.
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governments to be found in the State. The geographical position of the
community deep in the scenic Berkshire Hills, with the Hudson and
Connecticut Rivers and the Atlantic Ocean all roughly within the radius
of a 100-mile circle, and the unusually good transportation facilities,
give it an advantageous proximity to the major markets of the world
Perhaps most important of all, the people of Pittsfield, a large
proportion of them descendants of the original founding pioneers and
the rest a thorough fusing of the many racial elements which have made
the greatness of the American nation, give every possible evidence of
the type of civic enterprise, economic aggressiveness, and social
stability that can assure an outstanding Massachusetts community a
future as illustrious as its past.
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Population Trends

Year Population
1765+ 428
1800 2,261
1850 5,872
1875 12,267
1900 21,766
1920 41,765
1940% 49,684

Ageregates of Polls, Property, and Taxes as Assessed.?
55 b ¥

Total Valuation

of Assessed Tax Rate per
Date Estate $1,000
1861 $ 5,311,149 4.70
1870 8850551 10.00
1880 7,414,405 10.50
1890 10,292,696 14.60
1900 15 229 5617 17.80
1910 24,979,745 19.00
1920 43,759,915 28.80
1930 59,165,770 32.00
1937 58,330,870 38.50
1940 59,231,540 37.00

ot

1. TFigures for 1765-1935 are summarized in Census of Massachusetts;
the figure for 1940 is taken from the U.S. Census, January 9, 1941.

2. Community Statistical Abstract, 1939 quotes the density of
population as 1,217.4 per square mile.

3. Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Dept. of Corporations and
Taxation, Aggregate of Polls, Property, Taxes, etc., 1861-1937.
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Introduction to Part B

™

The succeeding pages constitute Part B of the present volume. Here
are presented brief historical sketches tracing the origin or formation
of each of Pittsfield's govermmental offices and departments, their func-
tions, and the major changes that have occurred in the offices . or in the
administration of their powers and duties

For several decades Massachusetts towns and cities have detailed their
operation to municipal officers whose functions were largely standardized,
either by statute or by accepted practice. Pittsfield is ome of the com-
mnities of the Commonwealth in which the municipal govermnment has adhered
closely to the generally observed Massachusetts lines. In some of the
offices of the city govermment, however --- offices now functioning or
which are outgrowths of previously-existing offices --- there have been
changes which were necessitated largely through Pittsfield's gpecific con-
ditions. It has therefore been deemed advisable to include in this volume
individual essays on the development of each office and department, together
with a chart of town govermment showing the date of origin (in Pittsfield),
the method of election or the appointing agency. Additional information
on the functions, etc. of those governmental units whose functions are
regulated by statute or by local ordinances may be obtained by referring
to the forthcoming volume on Town and City Govermment in Massachusetts,
now in process of preparation by the publishers of this volume, or to the
General Laws of the Commonwealth




PART B SKETCHES OF MUNICIPAL OFFICES

I MAYOR

The Legislative Act to incorporate Pittsfield as a city vested "the
n of all the fiscal, prudential, and municipal affairs of

4

administratio
said city, with the government thereof, ; in one officer to be called
the mayor, one council to be called the board of aldermen and one council
to be called the common council; which council in their joint capacity-
shall be denominated the city council nl  The mayor was elected annually
on the first Tuesday of December (changed in 1911 to the second Tuesday)®
by all voters of the city for a term of one year from the first Monday

of the following January.5

Certain powers and duties pertained to the mayor alone. He was the
chief executive officer, charged with enforcing all laws, regulations, and
ordinances, and was bound to keep a general supervision over the conduct of
all subordinate officers.4 He had power to suspend any officer and any work,
contracts, and money payments, under certain conditions.® He could exercise
veto power on legislation as provided by the General Laws. He presided at
the meetings of the aldermen and the city council and had a vote in case of
an equal div sion.b {The voting power was taken from him in 1911) 7 He
could call meetings of the city council or either chamber, when in his
opinion the erests of the city required it.8 In all cases where appoint-
ments lay with the mayor and aldermen he had exclusive power of nomination.
And he had authority, though not exclusive, %0 make complaints in court
for any breach of ordinances 10 Ex officio, he was chairman of the school
committee ~

In a number of other matters the mayor acted with the board of aldermen.
Warrants for all meetings of the citizens were issued by the clerk "by order
of the mayor and board of aldermen 112 Subject to the confirmation or re-
jection of the aldermen the mayor appointed the chief of police, police

1 , 1889, ch. 411

i el Qi oho 82,

3, , 1889, ch. 411, sec. 9.
4

5

6.
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8. , 1889, ch, 411, sec. 9.
9. —mae L7,
105 ,.gec =18,
1l , sec. 30.
125 secs. 4, 6, 8
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Mayor
officers, and constables, but not more in number than the city council
determined + He could remove for cause and with concurrence of the aldermes,
after hearing, the chief of police and police officers.?

Although the mayor was chief executive officer with certain powers
and duties, the executive power of the city generally was vested in the
mayor and aldermen 3. Action on the laying out of streets and the assessing
of costs for damages therein could not be considered by the city council
until first acted upon by the mayor and aldermen 4 The appointments of
all officers and members of the fire department, as well as their removals,

B = 5 v
were vested in the mayor and aldermen exclusively.®

The charter of 1932 made some radical changes in govermmental policy.
The mayor is now elected biennially by all the voters® following a non-
partisan primary 7 He has been shorn of his powers as a presiding officer.
His veto power formerly exercised under the General Laws is now established
by charter 8 His salary, within a charter limit of $5,000, is fixed by the
city council.”

1T CITY COUNCIL

The first city charter, accepted in 1890 by the voters in Pittsfield,
created '‘a bicameral city council composed of a board of aldermen and a
common council 10 Until 1911 the members of these two bodies were chosen
annually on the first Tuesday in December,ll then the day was changed by
law to the second Tuesday 12

The board of aldermen consisted of seven members, one from each ward,
c¢hosen by ward voters from the residents of that ward.13 This board was
the more powerful of the two branches of the city council; in conjunction
with the mayor, it exercised general executive functions. If a vacancy
occurred in the office of mayor, in the common council, or in its own mem-

1k sec. 10
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X

bership this board Asuubd the warrant for a new election.l It could re-
quire the chiefl police to furnish a bond with security. 2 The president

of the board of aldermen, who must be a member, presided over the city
council® and became acting mayor in the absence, death or disqualification
of that official 4 The aldermen had power to compel all city officers,
except the mayor, to appear before it to give information and answer gues-
tions relating to city affairs 5 The board was judge of the election of

its own members; and the city clerk, who was ex officio clerk of both bodies,
was to keep records of meetings and proceedings 6

The common council consisted of 14 members, two from each ward, chosen
by ward voters for 1 year 7 The board elected its own president and clerk.
Like the board of aldermen it could compel the attendance of city officers
for reports and inguiries 8 The participation of this board in the city
government was almost entirely in the field of municipal legislation
Tndeed, it may be said that it had no vowers distinctly its own, but acted
concurrently with the board of aldermen, or in joint session as a member
of the city council, in passing ordinances and adopting orders And so,
when it became obstructive from time to time in spirit, there arose and
developed a movement for a single legislative body  Not until 19329 was
this end attained, although the amending ‘act of 1911, 10 whereby joint
instead of concurrent voting was substituted in various important respects,

ar

nitigated to some extent the weaknesses of the system

The aldermen and the common councilmen, acting in joint convention,
constituted by far the most powerful unit established by the charter of
1890, It determined the form, manner, and service of werrants for meetings,
and the time when they should be called;ll took immediate action on sus-
pensions of officers or work by the m&yor,lg regulated the number of police
OfflCer“‘*B and fixed the salaries of the chief of police and his subordi-
nates,14 city clerk, clerk of the common counc sl 15 city treasurer, tax
¢ollector, city physician, city solicitor, audltor,l6 officers and members

X
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of the fire department,) assessors and their assistants,? overseers of the
poor and their superintendent,5 poard of public works and its clerk and
superintendents,4 and the board of lealth.2 In practice, the city council
fixed all salaries whether or not specifically enumerated, usually recog-
nizing, however, amounts recommended by devpartment heads. It elected all
the emnumerated officials, and the ?ire department was a creation of its
will.6 Moreover, the city council filled vacancies and in conjunction with
the mayor removed officials from service for cause shown, except that in
the case of removals in the school department it acted in joint convention
with members of the school committee. The members of both boards served
without pay 7

Upon the city council rested the responsibility for appropriating
sufficient funds to carry on the functions of the municipality, although
in some instances appropriations required the concurrent vote of the common
council Bonds of all versons handling city funds were determined and
fixed in amount by this body 9= 5% published annually a statement of the
city's financial transactions and a schedule of city properties. At
fPipst it had exclusive charge of public grounds and shade trees,lo but
Jater these duties were transferred to the board of public works.ll The
city charter does nob clearly indicate whether city laws are to be passed
by joint or concurrent ballot, but this vital function has in most caces
heen carried out by concurrent ballot, thereby creating difficulties. An
f the original charter forbidding these officials

important prov
{ T from being personally interested in any city contractslz dis-
appeared in the amending act of 189513 and was never. restored.

only drastic changes in the original
year councilmen rotating on a one-two

Until the charter of 1932 ©
ion of 2-
in 1911;14 and the amendment of 1927 which

&
charter were the substi
year basis, brought abou

S5 ch. 280 -sec:-22

c. 25; 1895, ch. 302, sec. 25
1889, ch. 411, sec. 26; 1895, ch. 302, sec. 28; SECARISE

1889, ch. 411, sec. 27.

1889.

1914 - “ch, 732, cec. 28
sec. 20.
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1951 —ch. 732, sec. 12,




65
Office Sketches -
City Council

The charter of 1932 made radical changes A single chamber of 11 T‘
2 members, called the city council, took the place of the aldermen and the W*i
common councilmen 1 Since then, four councilmen-at-large are elected e
L1 biennially by all the voters, and seven councilmen, one from each ward,

; aré chosen every 2 years by the wards All serve a term of 2 years from
the first Monday in January of the even years 2 (Candidates for these
offices are nominated in a nonparty preliminary election, which is held

1th on the third PUesday3 preceding the final election, which occurs on Tuesday e
after the first Monday in November of the odd years 4 The two contestants }i?
On for any of thése offices receiving the highest number of votes in the pre- bl

liminary election are the candidates in the final Voting;5 additional |
candidates may qualify by filing a tatatement of candidate" supported by a I
petition of 50 voters

The independence and interdependence of the mayor and city council
mes under the present charter will be best understood by considering all the
powers and functions of the old boards of aldermen and the common councils,
acting separately and in convention, as merged in the new city council
There are, however, a few new items to be noted Now in case of a vacancy
in the office of mayor or council member occurring within 6 months before
’ the expiration of the vacated term, no special election is called but instead

d the city council chooses some one to fill the vacancy until the next biennial

: election / The city council chooses a president pro tempore when its own ‘
:n oresident is absent 8 The new charter allows compensation to the members it
, for the first time Subject to a limit of $300, the members determine the ‘1
o amount of their own salaries 9 ik

With the approval of the mayor, the city council may, take by purchase

or eminent domain private lands within the city limits for city purposes.
) Appointments by the mayor, subject to confirmation or rejection by the city
council, ‘take the place of the elections of officers and boards by the old *l

city council And three-men boards or commissioners are changed to one-man
=== commissions 11 All contracts of more than $200 for labor or material mus’t
be signed by the mayor 12

1. Acts, 1932, ch. 280, sec. 2 ‘
2+ Ibhid , sec. 15 :ﬂ
B¢ Ibid. =560 8, il
e THTg —eee 7 -T
By SThid & se0s 15 i
6. Ibid., sec. 10. 1
7% Fhidray iSeel 06, e
8¢ skbid., ‘sec-1Y i
9. =Ibid., Sec. 2L WI
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2. EBid., sec. 26 |
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LT CLERK OF COMMITTEES

The joint rules and orders of the city

council adopted at its first

meeting under the city charter, provide that "joint standing committees
shall cause records to be kept of their proceedings in books provided by
the city for that purpose,"l The records of each joint standing committee
were kept separately by a clerk chosen from its own members until

January 16, 1905 On that date an ordinance was passed empowering the mayor
to appoint annually in January, subject to confirmation by the board of
aldermen, a clerk of committees who should serve a tern of 1 year from the

first Monday in February,2 but who could be

removed for sufficient cause.®

He acted as clerk for all standing committees except those on finance, claius

accounts, highways, bridges, and culverts

records of all proceedings and transactions
a calendar of all meetings. His, also, was
of submitting to the city solicitor for his

termining settlements in all cases of applications fer soldiers relief.

It was his duty to keep proper
of the committees and tc keep
the somewhat important obligatioc
opinion necessary data in de

5

Since 1933 he has been clerk of all committees except those of finence and

public works The records of this officer

are continuous from 1905 ex-

cept for the year 1924 which seems to be missing. Under the new charter
the appointment is now confirmed by the unicameral council.

IV. CITY CLERK

The minutes of the first meeting of the proprietors of Pontoosuck,
held on September 12, 1753, contain this item: "they made choice of
David Bush to be there Clerk who was sworn to the faithfull discharge
of his duty of Clerk aforesd,"ﬁ Wm. Williams succeeded Bush in 1759

and on April 28, 1761, at the first meeting

of the incorporated town,

Williams was chosen town clerk 7 The town clerk became in 1776 responsible
for swearing in other town officers,8 a duty or privilege uninterruptedly
recognized for more than 160 years. When, during the Revolution, the voters
of Berkshire County "refused the admission of the course of Law in its
usual form," the citizens of Pittsfield elected a committee of five "under
Oath, sd Oad go be administered by the Town Clerk" to hear and determine

misdemeanors.

1. Charter, Sewer Act, and Ordinances, 1892, p. 94, in Compiled

Ordinances, see entry 43.

2. General Ordinances, 1908, p. 132, in Compiled Ordinances, see

entry 43.

3 .
4. Idem.

z

5. Original Ordinances, 1933, in General Ordinances and Amendments,

see entry 42.
6. Town Records, I, 4, see entry 34.
Y- Tbads, F; 28, see entry 34,
8. . Ebid.; p. 220.
9% Ibid. - T1; 34,
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In cases OI illness, or absence a town clerk pro tempore was
slected by the voters on severa al occasions between 1815 and 1879, 1 and in
the latter year such an officer was appointed by the selectmen

There 1
statutory fees

s no mention of compensation before 1814 other than the

for recording vital statistics The treasurer’s budget
for the ensuing ye included the item "town clerk’s fees $8.00 "3 The
office was never Vv paid under the town government The clerk received
%12 for se -ices as town clerk and $29.75 in fees for the year 1822 4
Tn 1867 his salary had risen to $50, presumably besides fees It was only
$300 at the e town government in 1891 s}

Under v ckarter the ¢
CJnventlﬂn of the city council for & term oI
= i

ity clerk was elected in joint
f one year from the first
X

Monday His compensation was fixed by the concurrent vote
of the 7 His duties, other than these fixed ’y the General
Laws, are defined in section 14 of the original charter act The

appointment of a ¥ in his absence was made by the mayor
with the consent of the board of aldermen 8- ‘The first city clerk was
chosen on January 95, 1891 in the manner provided by the churter,g an
ordinance passed on July 5, 1905 created the office of assistant city
clerk 10 1In the fall of 1911 a sharp controversy arose between the city
council and the clerk in some matters not disclosed by the records but
relating to the preparation and issuance of the warrant for the ensuing
city election The board of aldermen had passed an order directing the
golicitor of the city to petition the Supreme Judicial Court for a writ
of mandamus against the clerk 11 Apparently the order was as efTective
as the proposed writ, for the warrant was issued and the election held
on the statutory date set by the charter

9

For very many years the annual reports of the town and city clerks
have remained remarkably alike in form and substance. The report for the
year 1904 is, in the main, tyopical of both earlier and present reports
Tt sets out the fees received for issuing various types of licenses and
the recording of mortgages of personal property, bills of sale, and other
instruments required by law to be recorded in the clerk's office. TITtems
of state aid and soldiers® relief are approved by the clerk; a list of

1 Town Records, ILI, 563, 572, 483, VI, 37, 412, 498; VIII, 162
Bv--1bid., Vill; 167

2. 1Ibid., IIT,;  340.

4 Thid.. p. 44

5. Ibid , IV, 468.

6 5T5. 1889, ch. 411

7

8 oma 2

9 ldem

10. Records of the Aldermen and the City Council K pp 219 2205

in Records of the City Council, see entry 12
11. Original orders of Boar -4 of Aldermen, no. 139, 1911, in Orders,
See entry 40
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streets accepted by city is made; a statement of the passage of new
or amended nances. and the current year®s vital statistics are com
piled.l

Under

charter the clerk is elected at the biennial oity
election by at large, for a 2-year term. 2 He has one assistant
clerk, appointed by him under the ordinance of 1905, and three other persons

L

or employees aiding in the general office and record work.

v. LICENSE BOARD

address in January 1895, Hon. John C. Crosby, Mﬁ¢or
5 a Justice of the Suprene Judicial Court of Massa huset
y virtue of the provisions of chanter 428 of the Acts of the year
1894, the law whi formerly vested the powers and duties, with reference
to the granting of licenses, in the Board of Aldermen, has transferred them
to a board created by the Act and called a "Board of License Commissioners.'’
Tn accordance with my duty, as imposed by this recent legislation, I have
appointed such a Board, and upon 1ts members hereafter will rest these im-
portant powers, duties, and respons sibilities ”5 Confirmation of these ap-
pointments by city counell4 seems to have been an unnecessary act. S

\

18],

William H Sloan was named as chairman of the first board,6 but for some reasol

not disclosed by the records he did not assume office. The board organized
its first meeting on March 18, 1895 and John A. Root was appointed to serve
as chairman until the first Monday in June 1900; William P. Griffin and

Clement F Coogan were appointed to serve as members until June 1896 and
June 1898 respectively.?’ The chairman was secretary of the board.8 At
this meeting the board prepared a notice of six meetings to be held by it

during the
sell intoxicating lic
paper, and immediate
the different cl

nth {March) to receive applications for licenses to
vors. 9 This notice was published in the local news-
v on March 20 and 22, the board established fees for
s of licenses.:0 They began to issue licenses on
April=l6,; ¥895.= imilar notices were published every March. Beginning
with March 23, 1898 the board added to the notice the following clause
"A1] persons knowing any applicant to be unworthy to receive a license are

nicipal Register, 1904, see entry 1.
19359 ch. 280s
ipal Register, 189 p. 37, see emtry 1.
Records of Mayor, Aldermen, and Clty Council, II, 25, in Records
of the City Council, see entry 12.

5. Acts, 1894, ch. 428

6. Records of Mayor, Aldermen, and City Council, II, 25, in Records
of the City Council, see entry 12.

7. Idem.; Records of License Board, I, 3, see entry 136.

8. Acts, 1894, ch. 428

9 TRecords of License Board, I, 3, see entry 1 86%

10 Tdem.

e thid - DD

S -
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requested to present such evidence as they may vpossess to the board nl
From time o ) e board received and passed upon complaints of licemnse
violations sub: ] by citizens or temperance organizations,2 granted

1icenses,5 enjoined illegal conduct of business.?4 and conducted investi-
gations of licensed premises. Quarterly reports were made to the mayor5
and annual reports to the city 6

Oon April 6, 1933, after the repeal of the national prohibition law,
a new board known as the license board was appointed by the mayor 7 The
annual report of the board, dated January 10, 1239 (for the year 1938),
shows & total revenue from liquor licenses of all classes of $58,825.02.8

The board has its headquarters in the office occupied by the inspector
of buildings Incidental clerical work is taken care of by a clerk who
gserves other departments also

VI REGISTRARS OF VOTERS

The earliest mention in the Pittsfield town records of anything in
the nature of registration of voters appears in 1775 in the ninth article
of a town warrant which reads as follows "To see if the town will choose
a committee to inspect the Town votes now on file, and see what ought to
be recorded & what not "2 This of course, presupposes an existing list of
voters But neither the article mentioned above nor one included in the
warrant of March 8, 1802, which asked the town to "take into consideration
a list of voters presented to selectmen by the assessors,"lo resulted in
any action. It was on March 95, 1805 that the inhabitants finally decided
"to accept the list of voters as exhibited by the selectmen.Tl In the
absence of further evidence we may therefore surmise that Pittsfield, like
many other towns, followed the common practice of having the selectmen pass
upon lists of taxpayers and polls furnished by the assessors.

1 Records of License Board, I, 43, see entry 136.
i pp. 31, 40

5. oy oHE

4. 0 )

5. Acts, 1894, ch. 428

6. Municipal Register, 1896-1939, passim, see entry 1.
Yo Thid. o2l 954, b D55

8% Thide; 19305en-200

9. Town Records, I, 200, see entry 354

0< Thid; = F1T5 A

i 2Phide, Pes 260
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Registrars of Voters

No action was taken in 1875 on an article "to see if the town will
choose a registrar and fix his compensation,"l the first registrars of votcrst
took office on June 28, 1884 when, pursuant to the requirements of the
Aets of 1884.2 the selectmen appointed a board of three persons, one to
serve for 3 years, one for 2 years, and one fop-il year The board organized
and elected a chairman on July 14, 1884 3 The town clerk ex officio auto
matically became clerk 4 Then, and annually thereafter, the registrars

ces

fixed the places where voting lists should be posted

The organization of the first board under city govermment occurred
April 28, 1891 5 There was a little controversy over the membership On
February 9. 1891, one of the members whose term had more than a year to
run, resigned ® and the term of another member was about to expire on
May 1st The vacancy should have been filled and an incumbent appointed
in the months of February or March for the term expiring May 1lst On
April 28, 1891 Tames Kittle received an appointment for the statutory
3-year term, but the person selected by the mayor to take the place of the
resigned member failed of confirmation’ and it was not until April 21lst that
the mayor presented a second name which was satisfactory to the aldermen

®

Since 1932 Pittsfield has had four registrars of voters on the board
A special clerk is chosen by the members instead of the city clerk who is no
longer a m v of the board 9 Meetings of the full board are not held on
regular dates, but set from time to time and notice given thereof in the
public print Tt is the purpose of the board to afford voters an opportunity
to register during the weeks immediately preceding elections

An assisbtant registrar is appointed by the board for a term of 1 year
and is subject to removal by the board 10 This person receives applications
for registration, takes the oath of the applicant to matters required by
law, tests his reading ability, and makes out a loose leaf registration record
which, when approved by the board, is bound with others in annual units In
addition to this permanent record of registration, there is a complete card
listing of all voters currently entitled to vote. Soon after the beginning
of each year temporary employees are sent out to check the addresses of the

Town Records, VII, 351, see entry 34
Acts, 1884, ch. 298
Minutes of Registrars'’ Meetings, I, 28, see entry 154,
Epid, p: 25 ==
Ibid., p- 68
Records of Mayor, Aldermen, and City Council, I, 52, 59, in
Records of City Council, see entry 12
Tongbida T, 156, in Records of City Council, see entry 3
B. Thid- =p.- 15

g. Commonwealth of Massachusetts, General Laws, 1932, ch. 51, sec. 1F7/
10 Tbid- ,; sec. 22.
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Any person who is not found at the address last re
ho cannot be located in the city after inguiry,
last address) that his name will be stricken
ess he comes in to furnish a new address or show
. not be done 0f course, the voter is not disquali
o) ling, but he is put in a position to be questioned
he attempts to vote, if he has not convinced the board that
e should not have been taken from the

regigtered voters
corded on the cards
is sent a notice

from the voti

Q
o

the next i ;
his domicile is unchanged and that h
list

VIT BOARD OF ASSESSORS

) o

=12 T oot Pt 2 < Ny DS it 5 U
In 1753, at the first meetling OI tTIE
e

i )

settlers under the proprietary
1
-

(4]

e
t

act, a board of three assessors was chosen. This was the first and only
e
! cial committees chosen to do spe-
cific things @ At this same meeting 1
from the time being from time to time as they shall think it for the beme-
etors’ meetings), setting forth in the call. which was analogous to a town
1758 and 1759 they were empowered by vote to sell lands for defaulted taxes

permanent admil trative board under the proprietorship, for the voters
placed other community business in the hands of single officers, such as
the clerk and the treasurer and of sp
A was voted that "the assessors
) 4

fit of the Pronrietors be empowered to call their meetings” (i e propri-

nt. all matters to be considered 3 The assessors performed this
function until the establishment of the town govermment in 1761.4 During
and in the latter year to '"make a rate including all (the aforesaid) grants
of money '°

Under an act passed by the provincial legislature on April 21, 1761
"for erecting the New Plantation called Pontoosuck into a town, the pro
prietorship changed into the status of a town 6 With the consequent
election of a board of selectmen, the assessors, as such, no longer called
them meetings, although at the first meeting in 1761 the same three persons
Wwere chosen to serve as assessors and selectmen 7 Except in four years,
R7685-1769, 1775, “and 1774.,8 this dual board functioned until 1777, when
sevarate boards of selectmen and assessors Were elected

ik Town Records, I, 4, see entry 34

2 , Pp 4-26 passi

(B ~=50) (5} = :

e » P L026, TA0S10

o) A e ph =10

6 Province Laws, IV, ch 34; also see appendix, entry 19
7. Town Records, I, 28, see entry 34 :

8 Ibid:, pp. 106, 115, Lo 166

8- Thid., 11, 6. ;
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In 1777, the inhabitants chose six assessors,l one more than the
statutes provided for; in 1813 five were selected 2 Vith these exceptions
three assessors took office annually until the city charter succeeded the town
government in 1891

Although the general duties of assessors had been established and
generally defined by the Provincial Legislature and by custom, nevertheless,
the needs of the young township and the extraordinary exigencies of the
Revolutionary Period gave rise to many special instructions and authori-
zations addressed to the assessors by the voters in town meetings. They
wers instructed in 1773 to "take a New and Complete List of the Real Estate;"3
in 1778 to"assess the town L180 to provide 6 Able Bodied Men to serve in
the Continental Army;"4 in 1781 "to provide horses™ for the Army,5 and to
re-lay the minister’s and the meetinghouse taxes 6 In 1780 they paid a tax
of E524 to cover the expenses of a delegate to the state conventions’ and
were instructed to lay a tax to pay for 12,000 pounds of beef for the Army 8 T
first "Province Tax" was laid by the assessors under a special vote of the
town in 1775;9 and it is interesting to discover, as early as 1785, a
liberal note in the religious affairs of the community, when the voters in
structed the assessors "to exempt Anabaptists, Episcopalians or some other
sect or denomination of Christians" from the minister's tax

From time to time the town fixed the tax rate instead of leaving the
assessors to arrive at a rate by relating the sums appropriated to the
property valuations Now and then this procedure resulted in a surplus,
which the assescors were instructed to use to pay existing town debts 11

Town appropriations rose from a little over $2,000 in 1800,12 to
$83,120 in 1876,15 and to $167,000 in the last year of town government 14

On April 3, 1837, acting in response to federal legislation, the
assessors were instructed to list separately, by school districts, all
children between the ages of 4 and 16 years

1 Town Records, II, 6.
2% Thid e FTFTe S12 5185
5. Thidry Iy

4, Tbide, TF; 28,

5= gt ppe 98400

6 dEbidies pralQy

7w 1bid.; p. 7.

84 - ibid=—~p. 8T

95 Tbhtd., T, 199

20, THia. IT, 177

11. ZIbid., I, 159, see entry 34.
12, Ipid., III, 81-100, passim
15> fhwd., VIT, 45%

14. Ipid., IX, 461,

15¢= Tbed. TV, 4771,
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Board of Assessors
the years In 1814, according to an estimate
i surer, the assessors were paid $30 each.t
In 1819 a day for their services? and by 1873 this
recompense - hac 00.%2 But apparently the following year
began an era of economy; ot t“e compensation of an assessor shrank from
$4 00 *n 1874% to 00 :-in 484 re, in spite of the growth of the ftown
and a heavier bul ork, it seems to have remained until the adoption
of the city ch: board was somewhat relieved by a vote of

Comnensati

0l expenses

peen increasea TO

However, Tl

the town in 1888, provided for the employment of an assistant in making
up the tax books, his "reasonable" compensation to be taken from the
treasury 6

By the terms of the city charter, it became the duty of the city council
to elect: t ssessors for 3-year terms In order to set up a system of
rotation, erms £ three 1nculben+u were fixed at 1, 2, and 5
years; b the election an assessor and an assistan
assessor for on the Monday in February 7 Bo

pensation was council Vacancies were filled by the cit
council Under the revised charter of 1933 the mayor chooses the assessors

hecks up on real estate
wherever changes are in
ies, and compiles poll-tax

transfers
dicated,

lists tax collector by July 1st,
and other as sments may be made by September 1st
Tax commitments contain exact deucrw ptions of land and full names of

owners, so t! collector may have adequate data to enable him to sell
the properties of delinguent taxpayers according %o the somewhat technical and

exacting state "Owners of personal estate of which nc schedule shall be
furnished to sors as oro":& d by the law shall be doomed " that is

(0]
assessed a tax tled by the assessors at their discretion in

the absence of

From September to January the assessors hold sess ions one evening each
i 1 which must be kept in
a book provided for that purpose The name of the person whose tax is abated,
the amount of the original assessment, Sthe amount bated, and the reason for
the abatement must be given therein Reports of alL Jauelents are made to

the auditor and to the collector of taxes 10

11

1k Town Records, III, 340, see entry 34

2 , D 460

3 T =266

4 s 0p S DAY

(5} L0 A6,

6. : = G, 2gb:

7 Charter and Ordinances, I, 31-33, in Compiled Ordinances, see

entry 43

8« fots, 1952, ch 280, sec 39

G Charter and Ordinances, iﬂ,@ﬁﬁ?}iﬁg Ordinances, I, 151, see entry 43
10 Thid = 151-153, see entry 43
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9n or before the first of September the assessors must make to the
auditor a true return of the amount of taxes committed by warrant to the
collector, and on the first day of cach succeeding month they inform him
of additional assessments, if any.™

VIIT TAX COLLECTOR

At the initial meeting of the proprietors on September 12, 1753
nSamuel Taylor the 2 was chosen Collector and was sworn to the faithful
discharge of that office "2 Ip 1761, however, at the first meeting under
town government, no collector was elected nor did the subject of tax col-
lection come before the gathering in any way It was not until 1775 that
the records specifically mention tax collection and the inhabitants then
voted "that the constables in this Town proceed as soon as may be to collect
the outstanding Province Tax. "9 In 1778 the citizens of Pittsfield decided
“that the town will support the constables of this town in collecting the
taxes this year "% :

Although a provincial enactment of 17079 created the office of tax
collector, it was discretionary rather than obligatory that he be elected
and Pittsfield took no action until the annual meeting of March 1, 1779.
It was then voted "that the town will pay for collecting the taxes this
vear," "that Mr Joseph Wright be collector of taxes this year," and that
he receive "Four Pence on the Pound "~ The next year an assistant to
Mr. Wright was appointed,7 but this office was apparently discontinued
thereafter

Until 1782, when a bond of 110,000 was required of the collector B
there is no mention of bonding By virtue of a vote that "the Person who
will undertake it for the least Premium shall be appointed Collector "
the office was first sold to the lowest bidder in 1783 9 1n 1784, however,
the town reverted to the custom of using constables as collectorsloand did
not again choose a separate collector until 1795 11 7The records fail to
disclose whether low pay (six pence on the pound)lz or an excessive bond

1 Ché}ter and Ordinances, in Compiled Ordinances, I, 124, 125, see

2 Town Records, I, 4, see entry 34
3 = D197

4. Tbid II, 42

5. Province Laws, I, ch. 2
6

7

8

Town Records, II, 47, see entry o4
Thadp o0

Town Records, II, 109, see entry 34

9 —p 178
10 . pp 148, 149
11 p 394

12 p 293
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discouraged candidaties for the nosition, but by 1799 it had become dif-
ficult to find anyone tO Serve. In that year four ballots were cast be-
cause three men successively elected declined the office 1 The compensation
rose o 12% cents on the pound in 1804 ,2 dropped to 6 cents in 1807,3 was
fixed by bidding in 1808,%4 and was re-established on a rate basis of 8% cents
in 1810

Tn 1818, for the first time, one man, Captain John Dickinson, was
elected to the double office of treasurer and tax collector 6 Tt was the
beginning of a long, faithful, and apparentlyﬁcompetent service, uninter-
rupted until he declined re-election in 1836 7 The practice of electing a
treasurer-collector continued until 1867 At the meeting of that year,
evidently with the idea of more closely coordinating the functions of tax
assessment and tax collection, the town voted that the assessors appoint
their own collector This vote. however, was found to be illegal and a
gseparate collector was elected.8 From that time on, the office of tax
collector remained distinct from that of treasurer

During t eighteen years of his incumbency as treasurer-collector
Captain Dickinson had been paid a small salary as treasurer and a per-
centage of collections as collector. This practice continued until the
separate collectorship was re cstablished in 1867. For the fiscal year
ending April, 1868 the collector received "for collecting $79,934 85
Taxes for 1867, at three-fourths of 1 per cent, $579.51 "9 Only once
throughout town history does it appear that the selectmen exercised their
statutory prerogative of filling a midyear vacancy in this office That was
in 1888 when the elected col Lector failed to qualify.10

The legislative act incorporating the city of Pittsfield,ll provided
for the anmial election of a collector. by joint ballot of the city council.
Tn 1918 by an amendment to the charter the term of the collector was extended
to three y ars 13 put under a later amendment in 1932 the mayor appoints

the collector subject to the confirmation of the city council, a unicameral
body established by the same act 14

1 Town Records, III, 12, see entry 34,
2¢ Tbhid.op. 146

B ——Thia . p. 05

4 bid , p 218

B DR O

6 , D. 441.

7 , IV, 456.

SRt VL, 269, 285

ot )
9 Town Reports, II, 9, see entry 979

10 Town Records, IX, 272, see entry 34 .
1t Acts, 1889, ch. 411.

12 it
b3 T 1918, ch. 31
14. 1932, ch. 280, sec. 26
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The tax collector functions by authority

covering real and personal-property taxes, poll
The assessors also send him a warrant for the

and special assessments.

of the assessors‘' warrants
taxes, motor vehicle excise,

collection of water taxes which have passed from the state of default to

W

the state of actual lien.
to him from the hands of
has in charge the management and
His authority
1844, which provides for the creation of fire
ities 2 By
+to assess and collect taxes in fire districts
officers 2 Pitt
act was passed

to include in the powers and duties of the

The language of the charters

duty to collect water rates submitted to him Dby

sioner of public works

The collector is required to give a bond

requirements of the city solicitor, within 20
along with sureties approved by the committee
daily deposits of collections in one or
retaining in his office for the current
in cash Withdrawals are made by joint
amount exceeds $1,000

its terms town assessors and tax collectors

sfield established a fire district in 1844, the year

But the original warrant for water rates comes
the commissioner of public works, whose department
maintenance of city-owned water works.
to collect water rates derives from general legislation of

districts within municipal-

received the same vower
that they exercised as town
the

of 1889 and 1932 is such as

city tax collector the power and

the warrant of the commis-

satisfactory in form to the
days after his appointment,
on finance.? He must make

more Pittsfield national banks,
day ‘s
check
The check is payable to the treasurer and must be

business not more than $200

with the auditor whenever the

accompanied by a statement showing the accounts upon which the deposits have

been received

Under the direction of the committee on accounts the collector is re-

quired to keep an accurate record of
rate accounts of interest and fees
before the fifth day of each month
ments, naming warrant, assessment,
payment was made

or account

all receipts and payments, with sepa-
He submits to the city auditor on or
a statement of all collections and pay-

upon which the collection or

Tike all major city officers the collector reports an-
nually to the city council the receipts and payments for

the preceding

fiscal year, and submits a copy to the committee on finance.”

Commitment Warrants, see entry 222
. Acts, 1844 ch. 152

et
. TIbid , 1889, ch, 411; 1932, ch. 280.

. Charter and Ordinances,

in Comniled Ordinances, I, 127,

see
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IX TREASURER

Charles G

st treasurer of the proprietors of
Pontoosuck, We e worn in on September 12, 1755r1 Presumably
he was a man of integrity and of the orthodox faith, for he served on a
committee "to agree with some suitable person or persons to preach among
us."2 In those days religious radicals were not chosen to this trust.

Q

eived no compensation as treasurer, but after the town
in 761 an attempt was made to remedy this situation

Goodrich rec
was incorpora

The £ifth article of the warrant for a special town meeting in 1767 reads:
nfo see if the tuwn will allow anything to Josiah Wright (then treasurer)

. w3 ; 1 e : . . . .
for his services,"© but wnen thav article was reached in the town meeting
t "nothing be done on the fifth article. "4

it was voted

to time in the early days the town appointed a special com-

From tim
mittee "to settle with the town treasurer n Ap audit of the treasurer's
books and accounts back to the year 1774, which was reported on March 15,
1784,% shows a substantial sum unaccounted for 6 The report concludes:
mand from the orecarious Situation of many of tlLe forementioned Demands,
and from the increasing Difficulties & Perplexity attending a Settlement
with the treasurer, We do again earnestly recommend that the Treasurer be
directed to collect or effectually secure the Payment of whatever is due
the Town." The criticism is rather of laxity than dishonesty. The
treasurer had been taking notes of hand instead of cash By 1792 the
"precarious Situation” had improved In that year a similar auditing
comnittee reports "Je are happy to find the arrangements of the Treasury
are metting to be more methodical, and from the assurance given us by the
Treasurer. are in hopes that, in a very short time, the settlements with
the old Collectors will be completed, and the accounts in the future will
be entered in a book to be provided for that purpose, and not kept on
loose sheets of paper n8 There is no evidence that these hopes were real-
ized Indeed, as we shall see later, the town was frequently, and for
many years, harassed by "sheets and paper."

Bonds. securities, indentures, leases, and deeds were lodged with the
treasurer by vote of the town.9 In 1815, for the first time, a committee
recommended a treasurer's salary of $25 a year,10 and in 1821 the sum of

1e I, 4, see entry 34.
2

O 8, see entry 54,

4,

B85 1525 160

&7

T

8.

9 44, 48
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Treasurer
$75 was appropriated for the services of a joint treasurer—collector.l
Throughout the life of the town this office was poorly recompensed.

The treasurer was not bonded until 1810 when it waes voted "that in
the future the Town Treasurer be required to give bail to the Selectmen
of the Town for the faithful discharge of his trust."® The treasurer
having loaned some of the town's money to an eminent local minister, the
citizens in 1815 decided that an amicable suit should be brought against
the treasurer and the sureties on his bond .3

From time to time he was given specific instructions and authority,
for example, to borrow money on the credit of the town;4 to subscribe
+to 50 shares of the capital stock of the new Western Railroad Corpora-
tion,: about to run through Pittsfield;5 to comply, in 1837, with a new
federal law in reference to deposits of surplus funds;6 to execute, with
the selectmen, "a durable lease" of certain town lands to the county of
Berkshire for the purpose of erecting a court house;” and to invest the
town’s money in notes and mortgages.B

To meet the mounting costs of govermment at the beginning and during
the Civil War the treasurer had, without specific authority from the town,
raised large sums of money on town notes signed by him as treasurer. By
1863 these short-time borrowings amounted to over $40,000. The voters
pressed for an investigation. No misapplication of funds was uncovered
but apparently the town did not relish its unbalanced budget. It instructed
the treasurer to sell off its railroad stock and certain land north of the
burying ground to pay off this large debt.? Within a few years, however,
expenditures again exceeded income and in November 1868, the treasurer
wag authorized to negotiate a loan of $50,OOO.10 By 1878 this kind of
debt was increased to $110,000. The loan made at that time was at the
interest rate of 55 per cent. \

Tn 1880 the treasurer was instructed to report in writing to the
auditing committee all receipts from the Treasurer and Receiver-general of
the Commonwealth, as well as sums from other sources except taxes.ll In
the same year a commissioner of the sinking fund appeared on the ballot.t?

Town Records, I, 521, see entry 34. |
Thid. 5 - ps 255 ﬂ
Thids, D» O70. i
Ibid., IV, 284.

, IV, 486, see entry 34.

F-P. 4825 ‘
Ibid., p. 597, i
Ibid., p. 609

jH
o
[
o

| , Tbid., VI, 37-40.
10. Ibid.; p. 462.
1
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For a period of more than 30 consecutive years vrior to 1883 one

man served as town treasurer He was a substantial and respected merchant
of the town, indeed so firmly was his character established by a life time

of reputable conduct in the community that even his inability to explain a
shortage of over $19,000, ascertained in 1887, seems not to have shaken
too badly the belief of the community in his honesty Fach year he had
peen re-elected practically without opposition; each year the auditing
committee had examined his accounts and approved them No subtle book
keeping had ever been undertaken by him to cover up shortages On the
contrary a committee appointed in 1886+ to go over his accounts from the
peginning of his tenure probably found riore "sheets of paper" than well
kept journal. cash, and ledger books. His methods are described in the
long report of the investigating committee as follows "He kept probably
private memoranda of the daily business, and from these made up at the end
of the fiscal year the statements which appear in the annual reports and
i by the annual auditors of town accounts We are surprised
than we have found .... In gquite a number of in
s in such a mental and

(s

which are exam

not to find more errors

stances he made mistakes against himself. .. He i
1 - - i . £ 2
physical condition that though he really tri na

d to assist us he was unable
Apparently the treasurer had never given a 6]
action for money received was brought agains
there is no record of a suit against principal and sureties on a bond nor
any mention of a bond in the report of the investigating committee. Ap-
parently the faith of his fellow townsmen in his integrity helid-firm, #ilhein
vote in town meeting to drop the case against him, which is carried out by
an appropriate ry to that effect on the court record,4 clearly indicates
that they considered the shortage not & true shortage but rather a mathe-
matical problem.D insoluble and wrapped in a gossamer of carelessness and
crude bookkeeping

4

ent

After Pittsfield was reorganized as a city, the treasurer was elected
by ballot of the city council in joint convention 6 His term of office,
originally a single year, was increased to three years in 1919.7 Since
19%% the treasurer has been appointed biennially by the mayor subject to the
confirmation of the city council, a unicameral body.8 Within 20 days after

1. Town Records, IX, 135, see entry 34,

2 Ebdass XS 136-141, seec entry 54,

3 Berkshire County, Superior Court, 0ffice of Clerk, Original Files,
1886, case 236.

4. Idem.

5. Town Records, IX, 167, see entry 34.

6 Charter & Ordinances, I, 27, seec entry 44,

7. Records of Aldermen and City Council, 1919, p. 165, in Records
of the City Council, see entry 120

8. Acts, 1932, ch. 280, sec. 26.
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his election the treasurer is required to furnish a bond with surety or

sureties in a form approved by the city solicitor and for a sum prescribed

by the committee on finance, which committee passes also upon the sufficiency
of the sureties This bond is deposited with the mayor, although he himself

1s
keeps those of other officials

0
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Responsibility for all city funds rests with the treasurer. Tax col-
lections are paid to him as soon as they have accumulated to the amount of
#$1,000. Monies which have been received in the first instance by other
municipal officers are turned over to him monthly, accompanied by state-

ments which give the source and amount of each item.

The treasurer collects rents and bills for the collection of which
no other provision has been made by law or city ordinance and makes dis-
bursements by order of the mayor countersigned by the auditor.® Under
the direction of the committee on accounts he keeps records of receipts
and payments, meking them conform with the accounts of the auditor to whom
he must report on or before the fifth day of the month, giving the amount
of each collection, receipt or disbursement, and the account, warrant, or
assessment to which it should be applied. At the close of each fiscal year
he compiles a financial statement, copies of which he is required to send to
the mayor and committee on finance

An ordinance passed in 1936 vested the treasurer with the supervision,
management, and control of all real estate acquired by the city in default
of taxes, with power to sell the same at public auction. -

R

TR St A 0 ) ' s

E X. AUDITOR

The office of auditor was not definitely created until Pittsfield be-
g ‘ came a city in 1891;6 nevertheless, before the year 1800, special committees
g appointed by the voters in town meeting examined the accounts of the treasurer
f with the town.’ These committees seem, in fact, to have exercised both auditing
i and quasi-judicial functions, in some instances evidently going beyond mere
f checking of bookkeeping and allowing or disallowing individual items. Their
reports gs to what was due to or from the treasurer must be approved at town

; meeting |
y |
;Y 1. Charter & Ordinances, I, 131, see entry 44.
; P sEbids 5 D 1863
@ BEaipds s PP 295 130
i 4, “Ibid I, 1295 1305 see entry 44.

5. Original Ordinances, series of 1936, no. 136, in General Ordinances

H and Amendments, see entry 42.

? 6. Records of Mayor, Aldermen, and City Council, I, 34, in Records
of the City Council, sSee entry 12.

[ 7. Town Records, I, 76, 158, 233, see entry 34.

s 8. Idem. ==
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Office Sketches
Auditor

In 1813 the selectmen had received instructions to make a tuldlre
nort of all their receipts and expenditures, which report was passed upon
ﬁzthe yoters as sort of a committee of the whole.l Extraordinary matters,
as in the crisis precipitated by a large shortage, merited the scrutiny of
auditing committees. Yet it 1s generally true that for more than one hun
dred years there was 1o technical auditing of town accounts by a town

guditor

In 1886 a committee was appointed "to settle with the selectmen, town
treasurer, school committee and collector of taxes"?2 and at the annual
meeting in 1888 three citizens were named as a committee "to audit the ac-
counts of the selectmen, treasurer, collector of taxes, and other town
officers for ensuing year w3 Thig is the first instance of auditing the
accounts of all of the town officers and the first use of the word audit in
prescribing the functions of such committees 4

Under the first city charter the election of treasurer, collector,
and city cle became mandatory, but the election of an auditor was per-
missive.® In January 1892 the city council balloting concurrently in
both houses, elected the first city auditor,® for a term of one year.
The mayor now makes the appointment with the approval of the council un-
der the charter of 1933 7 An ordinance passed on April 17, 1893 increased
the auditor’'s compensation--- origihally fixed at $l,OOO8 -- to $1,800 out
of which he must hire such clerical assistance as his work requires.
Under legislation of 1905,10 which was accepted by the city,Il the auditor's
term was eXcended to three years; but reduced UO two years by the legis-

{(\

lataontort- 1952 -~

The auditor works under the direction of the committee on finance.
which he serves as clerk A1l claims, accounts, bills and pay.rolls, after
having been approved by the various devartments, must be sent to him on or
before the first day of the month, as well as all accounts not drawn from
specific appropriations. If these meet with his approval, he is to certify,
file, and label them; then check them against designated appropriations,

H

Town Records, I1I, 585?‘§ngentry 34
TP 1, 9 ‘
i bidi P 250,
Tbid o ~TX;-597, see entry 34,
Acts, 1889, ch. 415 secai=2l

Charter & Ordinances, I, 134, 135,
Acts, 1932, ch 280.
Charter & Ordinances, I, 134, 135, see entry 44,
Ibid , p. 254

10. Aets, 1905, ch. 373

1Bk Records of the Aldermen and the City Council, in Records of the
City Council, see entry 12 '

15 Ae®s, 1052, ch. 880.

0
@
0]

entry 44.
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entering in a book provided for that purpose the name of payee, amount of
payment, date of receipt filed by him, and name of fund or approvriation.
The auditor draws orders for salaries and wages; all pay rolls, signed by
the payees, must be returned within seven days from the daies of these
orders. FEach city department renders to him a monthly statement showing
all collections, receipts, and disbursements, with the amount of each, and
the warrant, assessment, or account which is to be credited or debited.

Whenever an appropriation is exhausted the auditor must at once no-
tify the mayor, the committee on finance, the committee on accounts, and
the department to which the appropriation belongs. No more charges can
then be made until She city council has provided some means for payment.
Once each month this official is expected to prepare a report which is
printed and furnished to the mayor and each member of the council. This
shows the condition of each account with the amount of the appropriation,
the expenditures, and the unexpended balance 2

The finance committee meets on the eighth day of each month for the
purpose of examining accounts, claims, and bills against the city which
have been turned over to the auditor. If the propriety of any be in doubt,
it is immediately returned for explanation to the department which origi-
nally approved it. In the event of an unsatisfactory explanation the whole
matter is turned over to the city council, accompanied by the objections
of the committee and there a final decision is made. 3

At the close of the municipal year the auditor and the finance com-
mittee audit the books of the treasurer and collector. They examine all
notes and securities in possession of the city and check the financial
status of the board of public works.% A fyll report showing the amount of
each departmental appropriation, amounts and descriptions of receipts and
expenditures, amounts of funded and temporary loans with rates of interest

and dates payable, and all liabilities and assets of the city is made annually

to the city council

Bonds issued by the city for funding or other borrowing must be signed
by the mayor and the city treasurer and countersigned by the auditor. The
auditor keeps such accounts with the treasurer as may be necessary.6

1. Charter & Ordinances, I, 114-118, see entry 44.
2. Ibid., pp. 122, L2S%

S Dbide =Ty 1185 1EG., soc onpry 44

4, Thid, ,-pp. Liksy 114
5
6

= Tbie.. vp. 125, 124,
- Tbid,, pp. 132, 133.

o

e}

PN — (s SOy o WA o ) }



XT RETTIREMENT BOARD

The contributory pension retirement board, which had been autherized
mflegislative act in 1936,1 was instituted in Pittsfield on May 10, 1937.
The city council confirmed the mayor's appointment of one member on a three-
year term. = Ansecond member was appointed for one year on July 12th of
the same year 3 These two individuals, together with the city auditor, whose
place on the poard was automatic by the act of legislature, constituted th

first board

On May 6, 1938, an amendment to the original legislative act was
passed, authorizing the election of the annually appointed member by the
nembers of the retirement system instead of his appointment by the mayor,
and a second amendment following on June 28, increasing the term ofi: offiiiee
of this member from 1 to 3 years O C(Consequently at the expiration of the
term of the first l-year member, he was replaced by action of the retire-
ment board with a 3-year election of one member,® and the board has so
continued until the present time

XIT SCHOOL COMMITTEE

The school system of Pittsfield, with all its property owned by the
municipality, has existed in its present form since 1870, when all schools
then in existence were taken over Dby the town from the:defunct school dis-
triets.” The school committee, which now has complete:administrative con-
trol of all school affairs, originated at a much earlier date, however,
though with less comprehensive DOWErs as it lacked the direct control of
the schools exercised by the school districts themselves

The first general town-school committee came into existence in 1827
as a direct result of public dissatisfaction with the quality of the work
performed by the district schools, and in order to adhere to the state
laws pertaining to educational requirements. The committee consisted of
hree men, elected at the annual town meeting. It was given general
supervision of all schools with the specific task of seeing that state
requirements were met.8 In succeeding years the number of citizens serving

1. Acts, 1936, ch. 318, sec. 314

. TRecords of the Aldermen and the City Council, meeting of May 10,
1937, in Records of the City Council, see entry JEZ5E

. Ibid., meeting of July 12, 1997

Acts, 1938, ch. 284.

Ibid., 1938, ch. 464, 5 ‘
. Minutes of Meetings of Retirement Board, p. 19, see entry 3025
Town Records, VII, 16, 17, see entry 54.

o Fbid, TV, 448,

av)
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on the committee varied considerably, though no particular addition to their
powers appears to have occurred until 1838 An exhaustive and critical rens
by a special investigation committee concerning unfavorable conditions in
the schools was made in 1837. In order to remedy some of the reported evils,
the school committee was thereafter required to examine and approve the qual-
ifications of all teacpers selected by the district prudential committees.l

From 1838 to 1853 the size of the cormittee continued to fluctuate
between three and seven members, but in the latter 'year it became stabil-
ized for some few years at three.© An annual report was first required

from the committee in 1850, this to include a list of all students attending
school that year, with the name of the school and the district in which they
resided.® The following year the school committee was added to the committee
on allocation of school funds to the various districts, this duty hitherto
having been performed by the selectmen and assessors.%

Important events occurred in 1868. At the annual meeting on April 6,
a special committee was chosen %o study the question of the employment of
a school superintendent 3 - Tts report advocated that the school committee
appoint a competent person as superintendent at a salary of $800 per year.6
A+ the same time that the recommendation was acted upon it was also voted
+to increase the size of the school committee to nine members, with the term
of office adjusted so as to result in future elections of three members ver
year on 3-year terms ' Two years later, 1870, the town took over the property
of the school districts, and the school committee agssumed full control of
the system; the town appropriation for common schools was $14,000, with an
additional $3,100 for the high school.8

In the meantime, appreciable progress was being made in the reorgani-
zation of the schools and in the expansion of the educational program. In
1874 a uniform system of gradation was adoptedvg The appropriation for
1876 included $3,000 for a night school - the first time this was mentioned. L0
In 1878, $700 was granted for the support of vocal music in the schools.

The industrial growth of the town with its consequent demand for technical

[

Town Records, VII, 498, see entry 34.
d., V, 241. :

Tbid., p- 168.

Thid.; pe 2l

Ibid., VI, 372, see entry 34.

p. 374.
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Ibid., VII, 21, 22.
BoltWood,_gg,_gi£<, P 1555

Town Records, VII, 437, see entry 34.
Ebtdse, - VELL: 189,
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School Committee

training was indicated by an appropriation of $500 for the instruction of

industrial and mechanical drawing, voted in 1881. 1 General appropriation

for school ODE ion increased from year to year. In 1873 the total ap-

propriation was $27.100,2 by 1881 it had risen to $33,000; S and in

1889 reached the record figure of $47,000 4 Tn addition to the regular

operative costs, numerous special appropriations for school buildings had
|

)

been made n THVG the original h school building was destroyed by fire,
and replaced at a cost of $16,000 O ‘An appropriation of $12,000 was voted

on April 17, for the purpose of building a new school on the town lot,
but 12 days this action was rescinded. 6 Tn 1883, however, $15,000 was

s

approprlau@d to purchase a 10%
location.

and build a brick schoolhouse in another

As might be the incorporation of Pittsfield as a city in

1891 brought many changes to the entire public educational system. The
first city C’u?"“ provided that "the general management of the schools
shall be vested the School Committee "8 The committee consisted of
15 members, two to be elected from each of the seven wards, together with
the mayor-an ex officio member who was to be its chairman. Elections
from the various wards were so arranged that elections of four or five menm-
bers would ultimately be held each year, all on 3-year terms. Vacancies
were to be filled until the next municipal election by a joint ballot of
the city council and the school committee in convention Annually the com-
mittee was to choose one of its number as a chairman to preside in the ab-
sence of the mayor, and a representative was to be selected to the meet-
ings of the board of aldermen and the common council. A secretary was also
to be ‘elected, that officer to be under the direction and control of the
committee The ittee was authorized to appoint annually a superinten-
dent of schools who could not be a member of the commit ttee. The salaries
of both the secretary and the superintendent were %o be determined by the
committee which could remove either appointee from office at amy time for
Just cause

The first revision of the city charter which took place in 1895,10 made
no change in the status of the school committee, nor was it affected when the
electorate voted to retain the bicameral form of city government instead
of adoptlnp either a unicameral or commission form in the referendum held
byl TSRS

Town Records, VIII, 359

Ibid., VII, 2609.

Lhidis s 505U

Tbid., IX, 334.

Smith, op. cit., T e

Town Records, VIII, 432, see entry 34,

Tbid., p. 478.

Charter and Ordinances, 1889-94, sec. 2, see entry 44.
Ibid., sec. S0

Aqu, ch, ok
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The adoption of a unicameral form in 1¢32 brought important changes

to the school committee Biennial municipal elections were established,1 anc
and the term of office of school committeemen was increased to four years.=2 pal
The number of members was reduced to eight,5 with the mayor continuing as an ‘ 16
ex officio member and as chairman of the board,4 and one member being elected the
from each of the seven wards.® Preliminary elections were established to beg
select not more than two candidates for office in each ward.® Vacancies int

were to be filled by vote of the city council and school committee in joint
convention.’ All members elected were required to take an oath of office.

The committee continued to elect a chairman to preside in absence of the cat
mayor, and a secretary. They were empowered to employ a superintendent of of
schools not one of their own number, as well as teachers, instructors, jani- sch
tors, and other school personnel. They also continued to elect a representa- fir
tive of the committee to attend meetings of the city council.8 No member mit
of the school committee was was permitted to accept any other appointment tinm
or position carrying compensation from the city. und

Under city government, the growth of the school department, as might

be expected, has paralleled that of the city. By 1903 the school enrollment the
had risen to 4036, with 125 teachers employed.lO Corresponding figures in pli
1914 showed an enrollment of 6,996 and 218 departmental employees.Il Thirteen of
yvears later, in 1927, there were 8,916 students enrolled and 345 teachers enl
employed.12 The year 1939 showed an enrollment of 8,706 public school 56
pupils and a teaching personnel of 338.13 gm
o1
Numerous additions have been made to the scope of the school system, e
in the present century. The demand for the institution of Americanization Th
classes during the period of the first World War first received consideration hi
by the school committee in 1918.14 Classes were not actually started until 19
October 1920,49 and in December of that year the committee appointed a super- el
visor of this department,l6 who has continued to function to the present Hiy
time. 161
an
Se!
1. Actg, 1982, ch. 280, sec. 7.
2. Ibids, sec. 15. —
3. Idem.
4., 7Ibid , sec, 37.
5. Ibid., SeC. 1bs
6. Thid., gecy 15,
D EhidT S eee. k6 C.
8. Ibid., sec. 37. Ge
9= Tbi6 sec. 38.

10. Municipal Register, 1903, pp. 138-144, see entry 1.

11. Tbid., 1914, pp. 176-179. =

12, Thid,s 1927, pps 99-101.

13. Community Statistical Abstract, 1939.

14. Annual Report of the School Committee, 1918, .pp. 64-72, see entry 317.
155 dibkds, 19205 DL PP S

TA A
10, 1GEell
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The continuation school also had its inception in 1920. In accord-
ance with a legislative act passed the previous yearl requiring munici-
palities toO maintain continuation schools for the education of minors under
16 years of age who are regularly employed not less than six hours per day,
the school committee instituted this department in the high school at the
beginning of the school year, September 1920.2 This has continued without
ini;erruption since that time

Although classes in manual arts had been held for many years, the vo-
cational school was not started as a separate department until the opening
of the school year in September 1927, this move havin% been voted by the
school committee in a meeting in August of that year. The department con-
timed to function in a separate capacity until 1933, when the school com-
pittee decided to affiliate it with the continuation school.4 Since that
time, the combined department located in the high school, has operated
under the direction of the vice- principal.

An outstanding event in the long history of Pittsfield schools was
the construction of the present splendid high school building. The accom-
plishment of a project of this magnitude took several years, and the first
official action took place on January 5, 1925, when, after the need for
enlarged high school quarters had been a matter of public discussion for
several years, the mayor appointed a commission of five citizens, known as
the "Commission on the New High School™ to study the situation.® A new
Commission was appointed on September 10, 19286 and after receiving the
recommendations of the former commission proceeded with the actual work.”
The school committee appointed a special committee to aid and advise the
high school commission on January 10, 1929,8 and a year later on January 16,
1930, as the building neared completion, a second committee to purchase equip-
ment was appointed by the school committee 9 The official title "Pittsfield
High School" was adopted by the school committee on March 30, 1930.10 The
new building was officially turned over to the school committee in August 1931,11
and on the following September 9th was placed in service at the opening of the
school year, with appropriate ceremonies attended by 1,400 pupils.

Acts; 1919, ch. 311. >
Annual Report of the School Committee, 1920, p. 50, see entry 317.
Minutes of Meetings of School Committee, Aug. 23, 1927, see entry 315.
Thide; Apre13; 1935,
. Appointments by the:Mayor, Jan. 5, 1925, in Records of the City
Council, see entry 12.

6. Ibid., Sept. 10, 1928.

7. Municipal Register, 1928, p. 32, see entry SEr :

8, Minutes of Meetings of School Committee, Jan. 10, 1929, see entry 315.

g kbidas Fanc 16519503

10. Ibid.; Mar. 30, 1930.

11. Berkshire Evening Eagle, Aug. 26, 1931.

12. TIbid., Sept. 9, 193l.
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An important office, related to the schools since 1872 but under
the jurisdiction of the school committee only since 1886, is that of truant
officer. The over-necessary emphasis on education caused the town to adopt
a code of truant laws in 1872, thus making school attendance compulsory.
These were of a most stringent nature, and the town attempted to insure
their legality by having them examined and approved by Julius Rockwell, a
Justice of the Superior Court. The laws provided that all unemployed
children between 7 amd 14 years of age should attend school, and stated
that any child who was absent three times within three months without ex-
cuse from the teacher, or who was tardy six times in one month, should be
regarded as a habitual truant Employed children were required to attend
school for 12 weeks each year, six weeks consecutively. The laws also
provided for the election by the town of three truant officers, whose
duties were to enforce the laws Teachers were to report all cases of
truancy to them, and they were to make their complaints before the District
Court of Central Berkshire. Penalties for violations of the law were also
specified 1 The three truant officers thus authorized were duly chosen
at the same meeting,g and, until 1885, annual elections to the office were
made by th town.® 1In 1886, however, the town adopted certain amendments
to its truant laws to conform more closely to state requirements, and these
included the annual appointment of one or more truant officers by the
school committee, with full details as to the functions and duties of the
office.4 Thereafter the office continued without interruption to the
present time, with one truant officer holding office. Though ne official
action in this respect seems to have been taken by the school committee,
the report of the committee for 1913 showed the office under the title of
"school attendance officer," and it has continued as such since that time.
It is now of considerable importance in the school organization, as is
evidenced by the many important records under the jurisdiction of the present
attendance officer.

XIII. SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLSP

- In 1868 the Pittsfield school committee first appointed a superintendent
of schools, as directed by the voters of the town in accordance with the

Town Records, VII, 193-195, see entry 34.

Idem =

Idem.

. Town Reports, 1886, pp. 35, 36, see entry 979.

Annual Report of School Committégj_i915, p. 49, see entry 317.

6. For statutory origin and duties of this office see the forthcoming
volume on town and city govermment in Massachusetts, to be published shortly
by the Mass. Historical Records Survey.

7. Annual Report of School Committee, 1869, p. 5, see entry 317.

O
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the Gensral Court of 1854.1 lthough 14 years had passed

this Pittsfield was SLliL one of the first towns
‘Cvsn*aﬂe of its nrovisions.Z2

enabling act of
gince the pa
in western Mas

Between 1868 and 1941 there were ten different superintendents whose
terms of office varied from 1 to 14 year Thelr qnnua* reports indicate
that they were a courageous group, fighting for what they believed best for
the educational interes of Pittsfield regardless of whether their pro-
posals were pODI with the school committee and the puollc,5 It is
refreshing to .an early superintendent repeatedly taunting the town for

its refusal "to ] with the law." in failing to establish free instruc-
tion in industrial and mechanical drawing 4 T4 is refreshing to see a later
superintendent fighting year after yea“ for kindergartens when the majority

of the school committee vigorously opposed them, and to see him repeatedly
reminding the vpeop.
ute requ1L1nr

Y
s~of Pittsfield twa uney were not complying with the stat-

tablishment of manual training in their schoolsi5 1E35
=
8

Fhe

aa
o

to see a retired superintendent refusing compensation for
pinch-hitti for nearly two months when Pittsfield was without. .a regular
% P
superintendent .°

Until 1891, while Pittsfield was under the town form of govermment,
the superintendents were native residents and without professional training

in educational executive work.” The first of these earliest superintendents
said in his annual report, "Although for some time a resident of the town,
my duties and labor have been in other interests than those of education."

This twenty-three page detailed report showed the seriousness with which
he had undertaken his educational duties and indicated that he had earned
his salary of $1,000

Tn 1869 and 1870 there was no superintendent, the school committee per-
forming his duties Tn 1870 the committee reported "There is an evident
necessity of employing some person whose duty it shall be to have the special

care of all the schools, and attend to the multiple wants growing out of
our school system "9

In 1871 a member of the schqol board was appointed superintendent. He
served five years and then once more the school committee assumed the duties
of superintendent.iO

Acts, 1854, ch. 314.
. Xnimal Rggcrt of School Committee, 1898, p. 9, see entry 317.
. Ibid., 1869-1941 passim.
b 1875, p. 14.
895-1909 passim.
1802, ped,
1869-1891 passinm.
1869, pp. Dol
i Ulle o
1871-1877 passim.
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In 1877
salary, but
office>] As

Sketches

most of the duties
of superintendent

raise

In 1885

d

from $1,000
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chools

» meeting appropriated d $800 for a superintendent's
was so small the committee was unable to fill the
'+ the chairman of their executive committee performed
of superintendent until 1881 when he assumed the title
During é&@ next four years of his term his salary was
to $1,200.%

of Pittsfield succeeded him and took up, as

he said, "dunies for w! had no preparatory training." Once more a
Pittsfield man made good and his salary was raised to $31,500.. In his last
report in 1891 stated ideas on the duties of a superintendent that might
be repeated nrofitably in teachers’ colleges of today.3

Soon after Pittsfield became a city in 1891, the first outside pro-
fessionally trained superintendent was appointed at a salary of $l,800.4

The new city charter had made

"annually appoint,

schools," and fix

As in the

improveme

M~ N
To-ch

¢

t mandatory for the school committee to
elr own number, a superintendent of the
Jithin three years the sdlary was raised fto

i
but -nobt-of :th
salary.®

th
and has since been increa sed. gradually to $6,000.

onicle
write the
cational

tried

‘when Pittsfield was a town, the city has been Tortunate
1perintendents These later executives have fought for
school system just as diligently as their predecessors.
. i ] the superintendents would be to
W“ev have Wutcaed ﬁeneral edu—

7

They have uuuaIWy °n01eeued but sometimes
that divided the school committee into groups
ity annual rebortSAB

line of superintendents, who

way by a fighting line of school
nted in most cases educationsl faddism,

into being most of the desirable features of

modern educat =In S , Pittsfield's superintendent was servil
as the ef ‘ ce school committee, rendering a detailed
Teport o var > f school system and making reconmenda-
tions for still more educational D in years to come.
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port of School Committee, 1878, p. 15, see entry Y B

ep

1878-1885 passin -
1886-1891 passim.

1892, p+ 5

1889, ch. 411, sec. 30.

1892-1941 passim.

1869-1941 nassim.

S8 pe )9S

1869-1941 passim.

al Register, 1941, pp. 44-104, see entry l.
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XTIV BERKSHIRE ATHENAEUM

Diee
nome of many people of intellect and refinement; as a result her cultural
development bas never been neglected. A catalog listing some eighty vol-
umes and dated 1800, which is now deposited in the Berkshire Athenaeum,
indicates the existence of a general library almost a century and half

ago. 1

)1y more is known about the Pittsfield Library Association,
incorporated in 1850, with the membership open to the general public

ypon the purchase of one or more shares at $5.00 per share and a tax of
$1.00 per member per year At the time of organization, 96 members were
secured, and the library opened with 800 volumes purchased at a cost of
$500. Rev Heman Humphrey, Pastor of the First Church and a leader in all
civic affairs. seems to have been the principal sponsor. The Library
Association made no attempt to acquire its own property, being content to
occupy rented quarters. It flourished fairly well for a number of years;
shen because the bylaws prohibited the inclusion of all fiction, even of
the classics and works of a theological nature unless accepted by the
unanimous vote of the membership, it gradually lost favor with the public
In 1867 the rooms were open only one evening a week. 2

Conside

At this time, two of the more influential members of the association
Thomas Allen and Thomas Plunkett, determined to remedy the situation
Negotiations were begun for the purchase of the roomy and well constructed
Agricultural Bank Building in Bank Row. An agreement was reached in 1868
and the necessary $8,800 was subscribed by Messrs. Thomas Allen, Thomas
; Plunkett, and Calvin Martin Mr. Martin died before the final transfer :
was effected, so that the deed was made to Messrs. Allen and Plunkett alone.?

T, On June 1, 1867 the name of the Pittsfield Library Association had been

¥i changed by an act of the Massachusetts Legislature to the Pittsfield Athenaeum.%
ying This expansion gave a new lease of life to the library, but Messrs. Allen

Ted and Plunkett had only begun their task They immediately planned a further

- reorganization and the creation of a library association with greater scope

under a new act of incorporation. This plan was rendered even more desirable
by a resolve of the State Legislature in 1869 which authorized the defunct

i Berkshire Medical Institution to dispose of its property and to hold the
i ' 0}9 feiti, BE, codls
2 IT, 643
3 Dy 545
& 186 ehe 592
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proceeds of the sale until such time as the Pittsfield Athenaeum should
be reorganized, the income from the fund to be divided in the meantime between
the Pittsfield Athenaeum and the Pittsfiedl Young Men's Association.

The reorganization took place on March 24, 1871, when the State Legis-
lature approved an act incorporating the new Berkshire Athenaeum, which
acguired | property and holdings of the Pittsfield Athenaeum, together
with the proceeds from the sale of the Berkshire Medical Institution and
its library which had not been s01d.® The first meeting of the incorporators
was held on Ag 1 12, 1871. The act was accepted, officers were elected,
and initial steps were taken to provide bylaws and regulations for future
operation.® Rapid growth and increased prosperity followed. The will of
Mr. Phineas Allen, dated June 18, 1872 and probated -on September 2, 1873
(a copy of which is in the records of the trustees), bequeathed to the
Berkshire Athenaeum the residue of his entire estate after the settlement
of other private and public bequests.4 As this bequest was not immediately
available, more rapid progress resulted from a very substantial offer of
Mr. Thomas Allen received in a letter dated June 30, 1873. He offered to
erect at his own expense a suitable new building to be used as a free library,
provided that the town would contribute $2,000 per year towards its main-
tenance.® When the matter was placed before the town in its annual meeting
held on April 13, 1874, it was voted not only to appropriate the $2,000
annually for maintenance of the library until such time as the bequest of
Phineas Allen ghould be realized, but also t© provide a sum not to exceed
$24,000 for the purchase of additional land for the new building proposed
by Mr. Thomas Allen, and to pay off all current indebtedness. This sum
consisted of a direct appropriation of $16,000 plus an available balance
in the dog fund and 50 cents on each poll tax collected that year.6 The
actual amount realized totaled $22,022.52 and was granted subject to the
conditions embodied in Mr. Allen's offer.’

After the demolition of the old building, work on the new one began
imnediately In 1875 it was completed.8 The town of Pittsfield adhered faith-
fully to its obligation, and on numerous occasions its annual appropriation
for the support of the Berkshire Athenaeum exceeded the $2,000 stipulated in
the agreement.g The bequest of Phineas Allen was not realized until 1891,
when it totaled $91;525110 However, the city has continued to appropriate
substantial sums for the support of the institution.ll

79, Chs =65
Ylerschn E29.
f Meetings of Board of Trustees, I, 2, see entry 489.
Ibid., I, 33-38, see entry 489. =
1630, p.-52
Town Records, VII, 313, see entry 34.
Minutes of Meetings of Board of Trustees, I, 56, see entry 489.
Smith, op. cit., II, 646. e
Town Records, passim, see entry 34,
Boltwood, op. eit., p. 178.
Orders of City Council, passim, in Orders, see entry 40.
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The original building served adequately for 20 years and during this
period many additions were made to the equipment, the volumes, and to the
éﬂ collection, for which a section of the building had been reserved.
Notable among 1 many gifts received were 4,249 books purchased in 1883
from & fund provided by Mrs. Elizabeth Campbell Clapp,L and 2,000 volumes
from the library of Oliver Wendell Holmes, donated in 1895 by his somn,
Justice Holmes of the United States Supreme Court Z2 In less than 20 years,
petween 1871 and 1899, the number of volumes increased from.8,0005 to
54,000 %

SZarle

This expansion so taxed the capacity of the building that in 1895,
in response to a petition from the association, the State Legislature
authorized purchase of a quarter of an acre of adjacent land, on con-
dition that an addition to the original building be erected within 2 years'E
To meet The terms an addition vproviding 4,500 square feet of additional
floor space were completed in 1897 at a cost of $50,000.5 During the same
in the organization of the Athenaeum took place, adopted to
meet the needs required by the transition from town to city status Thus,
the board of : i

O

trus es, Or nally consisting of 11 members, was increased
to 14 to include the mayor, the city treasurer, and the representative of

the city council on the school committee

Tn 190%. the trustees of the Berkshire Athenaeum were requested to
accept and assume direction of a new museum of fine arts. This had been
erected on South Street by Mr. Zenas Crane, who gave it free and unencum-
bered to the Athenaeum. Following its acceptance, the name of the organization
was changed by legislative act to the "Berkshire Athenaeum and Museum"8
and the art collection was moved from the original building to the new one.?
Single control of the two institutions continued until 1932, when the museum
separated from the Berkshire Athenaeum and was set up under its own board
of trustees, with jurisdiction over the property and endowment funds donated
by Mr. Crane By the same act the vparent organization resumed its original
title of Berkshire Athenaeum.lo

The present century has seen the continued growth of the Berkshire
Athenaeum in size, prestige, and service to the community. It now stands
as one of the city’s leading institutions, and is justifiably regarded

b op. cit., p. 177
2 178

3 _ 176

4; Fhid.; p. 178

B. iats,T895; clic 201

6. Boltwood, op. cit., p. 178.
7. Acts, 1897, ch. 163

8 i 1905, chyel2l,

9. Boltwood, op. cit., D 180.
10 1932, ch. 134.
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Berkshire Athenaeum

with pride ants. In addition to the 75,992 volumes upon
its shelves Lny eavly—Amnrican imprints of local origin,
the library c resting collections of manuscripts of great

value to hi

XV COMriISSIONER OF PUBLIC WELFARE

"Paupers” or "the poor" are not referred to in the first volume of
town records covering the years from 1761 to 1776, although persons of
uncertain means and character were "warned out" of town by the selectmen,
when so instructed by the voters 2 That such persons existed, however,
may be assum for the eleventh article of the town warrant dated March 12,
1789 »nropose ssening the expense of the Town arising from poor and
indigent persons "3 Nothing was done about this% nor was action taken on
similar articles in the warrant of November 5, 1798° and in those of the
two following years In 1801 for the first time the town "voted to raise
$100 for the support of the poor & other contingent expenses. "0 An ap-
propriation of $250 was made in 1802;7 in 18038 and 18059 $300 was spent
for the support o? the poor alone Thereafter this appropriation was not
increased until the town voted $415 in 1815.30

On April 4, 1808 a special committee reported against the proposal
to.set up a "town workhouse" recommending instead, that the town "unite
with the whole or part of the county for the erection of such buildings
for the accommodation of paupers & idle persons who may be deemed proper
subjects of such an institution "1l This proposal was renewed from year
to year without result

n 1818 the meefting authorized the selectmen "to appoint an agent
to oversee the poor and provide suitable buildings for their reception nlz
The vote was di
T

isregarded, but a special committee appointed at the annual
meeting in March 181913 made an extensive report regarding the support of

i: Accession cards, see entry 490.
2 Town Records, I, 87, 96, 97, see entry 34.
e Thids; Tl 236
4 D+ 241
5 R 6162
6 s Dol
% Da 2D
8. S
£ S DP. 191
10: - Ds 586
Ik P 22Ph
12 , p. 436
1:3 460.
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ere 41 state and town pauvers,
es." This statement, coupled with
" indicate a practice of boardir
g

continue to care for indigent per-
$1.00 a week for those over
t age, except "babes

He also agreed to

were unsatisfactory or his »rices too high since at a special town meeting
in February 1820, the town approved a contract between the selectmen and
a Mr. Fairchild for the support of both state and town DauneIQ.Z The
terms of ¢t are not stated in the record. It does appear.
however, that r ived1$1?OO "Por supporting paupers" from November .,
1821 to November 1, 1822 = years later, on March 13, 1826, a committee
of five was named to consider again the subject of the poor and contract

2 ' the town

for their support By
y .

$2,000 annually ©

£ t and only
number, was elected on March 95
a farm for the accommodation of
voters then recommended that
to the farm lately purchased for
committee bought 90-acre farm of
the town for $2,300,
of $1,700 was

1829

the

recommended

1931 the town authorized the committee
to. look after it and to care for the
over-sight of the overseers of the poor

$800 was appropriated for "the paupers’

meeting in the spring of 1838 another
audit the selectmen's accounts and to
support of the poor since the present
adopted,"!3 but there is no record of

pauper maintenance

separate board

the poor
"the necessary steps" be taken "in relation
an establishment

full possession to
for new buildings and equipment. I0 Tn November

was costing

of overseers of the poor, three in
A committee appointed to Uurcha'
reported in March 1830 and the

for the PO This
Wells in the stern part of
taken on April 1, 1831. The sum

Royal
be

in charge of the farm to hire a person

poor for one year "subject to the

"11 on April 1, 1833 the sum of
establishment."12 At the annual
committee came into existence to
report "the amount expended for the
system for keeping the poor was
this audit.

1. Town Records, III, 463-465.
2
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An article nroposing the election of separate overseers was inserted
in the warrant of 1840, but the town voted to "indefinitely postpone" actioa
on this question L The selectmen, therefore, continued to function as
overseers, as they had been doing every year except 1829, until the adoption
of the city charter.2 This attitude of laissez faire was again shown in
1849 when the question of erecting a separate building on the town farm for the
care of patients with infectious diseases exeited discussion but brought no
action.®

The sum of $3,000 was raised for the support of the poor and contingent
expenses in 1843 4 The first use of the word "almshouse" occurs in the town
meeting record of 1850, in a vote increasing the salary of the "keeper of the
almshouse."® The contingent appropriation for 1855, out of which pauper
maintenance was paid, was then $10,000 6

According to the selectmen's report for the year ending April 1, 1852,
which is the first one that can be found, welfare accounting was divided into
almshouse maintenance and the cost of suoporting the poor "out of the alms-
house." Individuals in the latter group were given partial aid, groceries,
clothing, and substance without important changes until the city was incor-
porated. The 1852 report shows $800.30 spent at the almshouse, including
a superintendent's salary of $250, and $483.21 for the "out cases."’ As
time passed, beef, pork, poultry, eggs, milk, butter, cheese, and vegetables,
sufficient for the needs of t
personnel, were produced on th house farm.

The building of a new almshouse in 1861 at an expense of $2,560 pro-
vided the town with a poor farm "not inferior to any similar institution
in the Commonwealth."8 Four vears later, at the close of the Civil War,
the cost of outdoor aid had increased to $1,589.24 because"the necessaries
of life are about tribble the usual prices. " In 1866 there were 17 persons
at the almshouse, and partial aid to 54 families had been given 10 The cost
per person at the farm in 1868 was $2 14 11

For more than 30 years prior to 1876 there were no separate pauper
appropriations, as already noted Financing this department out of a
generous contingent appropriation gave the administrative board considerable
leeway which was apparently never abused, although grave questions as to its

Town Records, IV, 525.

Ibid., p. 549

Thides Vs 138105

Ebad e TV:;- 610

Thid., .V, 168

Ibid., p. 300

Selectmen’s Reports, 1852, p. 3, see entry 979.
Tk, 1862, e e

Thid., 1865, p: 10

10, Tbid., 1866, pp. 9-11
IS Wi - 1568, n. 7
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have been raised. During the last year of this practice
per nerson at the almshouse was only $1.34, and there were
;5ide expenditures for 99 families amounted to $3,758.26,

legality m
(1875) the cc
19 boarders -

nore than twice t sum required for that purpose 10 years earlier. In ex-
planation of this increase the selectmen report "The general and long

the continued protraction of businesshas doprxvpdnmny families v o Yot ent
ployment and forced those who nave never before known want to ask food
for thei ng Ty ldren."2 At one period (1881) a local charitable or-
ganjaatimn':nwwn the Home Work Association coovperated with the selectmen
1halakat ndeD ld=s 3 for poor persons about town, thereby cutting down town

1 costs T nment ended in 1890 with an annual expenditure for the

16 almshouse b 2.24, and for outside poor of & ,881.29. There were an

u : >
almshouse keeper and his two attendants 4

The. Tfirst board of overseers of the poor under city govermment was
elected January 30, 18919 by concurrent vote of the city council;® one
2 rember to serve for 1 year, one for 2 years, and one for 3 years from the

February, without compensation.’ The chairman of the board

t in at the meetings of the aldermen and council with the
on but having no vote,8 The records of the board from 1891
to 1901 show t! the members met monthly, voted on each case of assistance
or support as it ar audited the accounts of the superintendents, and gave
S, their instructions to their agents in special matters. The board functioned
somewhat 1lik ard of directors of a corporation.

i

first Mon
was enti P
right of disct

Two suverintendents appear to have been appointed by this board, the
January meeting,9 and the second one at a meeting held on
10 The latter individual was called the superintendent
and city farm 11 although there seems to be no justifica

Le for his appointment. Their salaries were $60012 and
Both of these men were experienced, having served
er the town govermmeni. After a little the superintendent

tion in
8 $300 respe
several ye

1 ) Reboliu, 1875, p. 11, See ‘entry 979.
B D 4
3 Records, VIII, 357, 358, see entry 34,
;i 4 tmen’s Reports, 1890, pp. 5-10, 55, in Town Reports, see
entry 9

5. 'Records of Mayor, Aldermen and City Council, I, 36, in Records
8]

of the City (<)unc‘¢_'§§g entry 12.
6 8895 chy il igoey 228 ¢
2
8 (1dnm
9 Minut of Meetings of Overseers of the Poor, I, 1, see entry 493.
10 _ldem‘
IREsE

iLZ) 'Rﬂcujd“ of Hayor, Aldermen, and City Council, I, 58, in Records
of the City Council, see e entry 12.

2 e e o] e Ge 3
19 Minutes of Mooti ngs of Overseers of the Poor, I, 1, sec entry 493
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of the almshouse was referred to as the warden to distinguish him from the
general superintendent who did all the "outside" work

On March 11, 1891 the board voted to report to the city finance com-
mittee the necessity for raising $1,500 for soldiers’ relief.! This
appropriation appears to have been made and dispensed by the board.2 By
1895, however, the illegality of handling soldiers’ relief funds by the
board of assessors was recognized, and the entire matter was taken in
hand by aldermen,?® in compliance with the laws of the Commonwealth.4

Annual reports now begin to disclose the practice of keeping at the
almshouse insane paupers who were not violent No doubt this had been
nsual for many years under the town government Qut of 55 persons spend-
ing all or part of their time in the institution during 1891, 19 were
listed as insane. ® Acting on a recommendation of the board, the city
erected a brick annex which provided 12 rooms and bath accommodations for
the insane inmates.® The use of the new building for this specific purpose
terminated 9 years later when the State assumed the entire care and control
of the insane.”

By vote of the city council on August 14, 1904, the almshouse became
the city farm 8 From the time of its purchase in 1831 the surrounding
“and had been used for farming purposes In 1895 the value of the produce
amounted to $1,600.7 In addition to the warden, the employees at the city fam
consisted of an assistant warden, a night watchman, a matron for the female
insane, and a kitchen assistant; they required an annual pay roll of $1,802,
plus board.lC Evidence of dissatisfaction with the management of the alms-
house and the treatment of the immates can be found in the records. Recurrimg
complaints culminated in 1899 in a thorough investigation by the board and
the city council, which resulted in the complete exoneration of the warden.l1
The production of 4,721 pounds of beef, 665 dozen eggs, and over 30,000 gquaris
of milk, besides pork, vegetables, butter and cheese, during the year 1906,
indicates the progress of farming operations,lz

It is noteworthy that the cost of operations in the department which
was $16,218.91 in 1900,!2 when the population was 21,766, fell to $15,451.94
in 1909,14 although the population had increased to 32,121. There was less

il Minutes of Meetings of Overseers of the Poor, I, 1, see entry 493.
2, Municipal Register, 1892, p. 184, see entry l.

B.. Ihia,, 9805 Fip . 143

4, Actg, 1878, ch. 282, sec. 1

15)

6

7

Municipal Register, 1892, p. 159, see entry 1.
Eides 189655 pe 819 :
Acts, 1900, ch. 451
8. Municipal Register, 1905, p. 130, see entry 1.
9eindbhide; 896 pe A6,
10. Tpid., 1897, p. 244
L5 Sdbdds ;. 19005 ppe =8, 88,
12. Ibid., 1907, p. 182.
18, * Thid., 1901; p. 231.
14, Thitd. 19107 pe 178
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need to render outside aid and the cost per person at the farm had been
reduced.

From 1910 until the economic depression began to affect this depart-
ment seriously in 1930 there were no incidents of special historical in-
terest, In the summer of 1924, in compliance with the Acts of 1923,1 the city
council voted to change the name of the department to "board of public wel-
fare."® A net cost of $55W615,5 while double that of 15 years earlier, did
no more than to indicate that in 1924 a larger population, higher prices, and
perhaps more sensitive service, had brought about this necessary increase
without evidence of waste or maladministration. Two years later the city farm
became the city infirmary by virtue of State legislation.4

Since the revised charter of 19329 the affairs of this most important
and difficult department of municipal govermment have been in the hands of
one man, the commissioner of public welfare He is appointed by the mayor,
confirmed by the city council, and serves a term of 2 years from the third
Monday in January 6 His annual report for the year 1941 is not yet im
printed form, but the commissioner has kindly made a copy available.
Therein are clearly and concisely explained the varied responsibilities
of the department: social service with its visiting staff (increased by
three in 1939), work relief, hospital and medical care, general public
welfare cases, old age assistance, aid to devendent children, and the
city infirmary. A total expenditure of nearly $1,000,000 was made under
the commissioner’s authority in 1939 On January 1, 1940 this department
moved into the north half of the new Municipal Building, which houses the
police department also. The new quarters are handsome and thoroughly
adapted to the needs of the department

XVI. BUREAU OF OLD AGE ASSISTANCE

Contrary to customary procedure, this is not a separate municipal de-
partment, but comes under the direct supervision of the commissioner of
public welfare. The State’s law of 1930 establishing the administration of
old age assistance became effective on July 1, 19%1,7 and at that time it
was handled entirely in conjunction with the regular welfare work. In
1934, however, when the adoption of the revised city charter caused the

Acts, 1923, ch. 26, sec. 34a.
+ Ibid., 1925, p. 98.
Bhids 19265 ne i,
hiide L9275 che 205,
iindide ) 1992, che 2805
Ibid,, sec. 26
Municipal Register, 1931, p. 314, see entry i
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replacement of the board of public welfare by a single commissioner, L

the administration of old age assistance was set up as a separate division
of the welfare depa nt ., ing its own personnel and records system
Since the new Ifunicipal Building became the headquarters of the welfare
department in January 1940, the old age assistance bureau has had a
gseparate vault, altho accounting records are kept in the general
bookkeeping office mmel of the old age assistance bureau are un

der civil service.? to 1936 the State reimbursed the city
one-third of its for old age assistance, but since the revisior
cf the law in the the Federal Govermment has made a grant of
one-half the amount expended per case up to $30 per month, and the
Cormonweal th reimpurses s of the remainder prov1ded that payments
are adc in cash
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XVIT RDEN OF CITY INITRUARY

Since its inception in 1831, this position, under the various titles
pich have been applied to 1t, has never attained the Tull status of a
ity office, the incumbents being kXnown simply as employees.
the first and only board of overseers of the poor was
to office The follo ear the selectmen assumed those duties,
and they continued to do so until 1841 D when they were officially elected
* the poor and selectmen. In 1830

to the double office of overseers of
the town voted to purchase a 90-acre farm for the accommodation of its
paupers, and appointed a committee to make this transaction.6 $2,300

was aporopriated for the purchase of the land, and an additional $1,700 for
new buildings and equipment ° The following year, after possession of

the farm had been acquired, the town authorized the committee to hire a
person to look after it and care for the poor, with the stipulation that he
should be "subject to the oversight" of the selectmen, who were acting as
overseers of the poor

(00]

The town farm, thus established, became a permanent institution in
Pitvtsfield, and while many references can be found in the records pertain
ing vo its operation and maintenance, no specific mention is made of the
apnointment of a superintendent, indicating that the selectmen continued
0o hire a man in that capacity as required. The term "almshouse" was

" 1 lets, 1922, on, 280, Bed b
2% &tafemenl of Commigsioner of Public Welfare, 1940.
3. HMunicipal Register, 1938, p. 174, see entry 1.
4. Town Records, IV, 212, see entry 34,
5 , D. 549 e
6 D 288
7 e 3005502
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used in 1850 for the first time in the record of a vote to increase the
galary of the "keeper of the almshouse."l In the selectmen's report for
1890, the last year{of town government, he is still referred to as
nglmshouse keeper.'<

The original city charter which became effective in January 1891
authorized the election of a board of overseers of the poor,5 but no
statutory provision was made for the appointment of a superintendent of
the almshouse However, such an appointment was made by the newly elected
poard on February 10, 1891.4 He was given no official title at the time,
but gradually became known as the warden in order to distinguish him from
the superintendent who had charge of the "outside" relief. The revision
of the city charter in 19%2° did nothing to change the status of the
warden of the infirmary, except that he is now under the direct control of
the commissioner of public welfare. Since 1934, he has submitted a separate
annual report of the operations and the financial status of the infirmary.

In 1904, by a vote of the city council, the almshouse became known as
the city farm,’ and in 1927, because of the revision of the entire general
statutes pertaining to the administration of relief, the name was changed
to that of city infirmaryB

XVIII. DIRECTOR OF STATE AID AND SOLDIERS' RELIEF

This office was established by an ordinance passed by the city council
on December 15, 1927. Until 1934 the mayor appointed the director of state
aid and soldiers' relief, whose duties were to investigate and act upon all
applications for such 2id.? On June 24, 19%4 the term of office was ex-
tended to cover 2 years,lo and on July 1lth of the same year, another
ordinance made the office a full-time position, and set the salary at $1,800
per yeargll It has continued on this basis to the present time.

Town Records, V, 168, see entry 34.
Town Reports, 1890, pp. 5-10, see entry 1043.
Acts, 1889, ch. 411, sec 255
Mimites of Meetings of Overseers of the Poor, I, 1, see entry 493.
Acts, 1932, ch. 280, sec. 26 .
Municipal Register, 1934-39 passim, see entry 1.
Thidss 1904, p. 150
Acts, 1927, ch. 203.
. Original Ordinances, series since 1926, nc. 2, in General Ordinances
and Amendments, see entry 42.
10. ZTbid., no. 109
11. ZIbid., no. 110,
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this period were transferred
made. and are found under

For 32 years previous to
clerk performed the dut 3
ertain records kept t
to the director
entries 573 to

XTX COLLILSSTIONER OF PUBLIC HEALTH

At the annual town meel
that as a member of the boa:
should elect a board of health
citizens, three of
organized on Apri
and a secretary

had them published

on April 2, 1866 "Mr. Henry Colt

g i it was his wish that

ensuing year." TFive influential
immediately chosen.? This group

ed from their number a chairman

i 1 eight new regulations and
() th 4

The activities of the board during its first yea* consisted mainly o
thorough wide inspectious. and at the following annual town meetlm*

port was read,? which gfdlhx,*J<V depicted some of the
tary conditions found by them, as well as describing
- the board in the performance of

mbers ol

h the efforts of the board to change these
ignorance and long habit, failed to

unsanitary conditions and the town death
report observes that "the fatalistic
s from the hand of God is full of
and information relating to
to every family Further statements
twice a week'" and that "a correct
of every vote of the board" are not

; Many times the secretary’s
ent "waited in vain" for the members of the
are no minutes for the first year after AuguSTAV

Many citizens
conditions, while
”(ccgnlze the relationstiy

¢ Regarding this sit
2a that sickness and de
nischief." Handbi

i bhis ”ehort that "the
record ¥ G- Of
“un“orned by 1b"
sole record is 2
ocard to appear; and there

1. Municip 890, ip. 1485 gee: entry: 1.
2. Town Records 130, see entry 34.
4. Minutes of I

of Board of Health, 1866 (not paged), in

oerd of Health Records, entry 587
4 Idem
5) Town Records, VI, 210-217 entry 34
6

of Board of Health, 1866, in Board of Health




Office Sketches
Commissioner of Public Health
However, if the minutes are meagre and colorless, the printed annual
reports of the cention to the work. Regula-
:ions were enlarg sanitary regimentation tightened; and it is fairly
clear that by the time the city government was or ginwzcd in 1891 Pittsfield
nad become health-minded, at least for 5 S

ir degree of att

b

The ori

p of the city board o alt
at three, with terms one member of which, a phy51c an.
was to be elected by the cit board was so elect ed January
1891.8 1Its 1 report shows a general appropriation of $5,000
and a special ion for garbage disposal of $3,900 Both appro-
priations were ly overdrawn during the year.4 The power of
the board to disposal of garbage and refuse was made,
subject to the approval of the mayor and alderm 5

@

en.°2 For a number of

vears thereafter the annual reports were short and not very informative.
(radually an org&DTLrtiun developed under the board. For the first tTime,
in 1912, the board > agent who was a skilled physicianv6 By
1915 there had becom to this department a clerk and stenographer,
nedical agent, bacteriol irector of the tuberculosis dispensary,
inspector sanitation, hary, nurse, and an agent to issue burial
pernits 7 free tuberculosis dispensary was opened July 1, 1915 8

,4
A
]

A

uired cities to maintain an isola-
tagious diseases,”? and the need for such
a provision had been urged e board in its annual reports since 1907,10
it was not until af World War that this was accomplished
Arrangenents were made with the House of Mercy for the use_of 20 beds in
its new Sampson Memorial [ 11 for contagious disease g.2

Although
tion hospital for the care

:,‘,

It js juite apparent that appropriations for the salaries and ex
nenses of the city nealtb rtment were for a long time grossly inad-
equate fne salary list of the entire organization for the year 597
totaled only $5,216 12 ]u 1909 the expense appropriation was $2,500. 13

1. Municipal Register, 1892-93, pp. 195, 196, see entry 1.

2% At B89 ssehat 4 secy 37

3 Records of Mayor, Aldermen and City Council, I, 29, in Records
of the City Council, see entry 12.

4. Municipal Register, 1892, pp 195-202, see entry 1.

5. General Ordinances, 1908, pp. 97, 109, 122, in Compiled Ordinances,

Do

60, entry 1.

AY)
(o]
(O3}
0
0]
(©)

1913, - pp

1907, pp. 218, 2158 see lentry. i,
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Commissioner of

1'«1

hat was a maximu

reorganization, from

department
officer,1
of this ordinance

Dy the city council

By 1921 the number

sicians and an ingspector
we Tind two more School

department under
reflected in the
alone.b6 Unde

» his

serves under the tiVWe

consistent departmental
of unnecessary expense,
which rates well indeed by

The personnel roster
a milk and sanitary
diseases nurse, Tour
a laboratory teohnician

who was rs
sioner of Public Health," there has been a

many years, but in 1918 there was a drastic

_ a generously-manned, well- equlpnoi
ordinance establishing the office of heal
tion of the charter of 1932, the legality

g ) = 3 ESARG s
o cuﬁlxpng£ © The first officer was appointed

duties April 1st 4

nurses had increased to six, two school phy-
slauvghtering had been added.® Two years later
sicians The ranid development of the health

new administrator was dramatically
ved $37,215 for salaries and wages
t appointed in 1924 and who still

this
h allo
S

i

Despite occasional criticism and complaints

city is justly »roud of its health department

state and national standards

1939 stands as follows the health commisgsioner

lerk and an assistant clerk, & communicable-

@
rses, a dental hygienist, a bacteriologist,
rector of the tuberculosis disopensary, four

- . . F
school physicians, and an insvector of slaughtering, meats, and provisions.’

The commissioner

(&)

T the eity counci
e

council approval,
service

In order to

the gselectmen in l

he to furnish the

selects his own orbau

apnointed by the mayor, with the confirmaticn

of 2 years from tne third Monday in January.8

4

n, but his salary recommendations are subject to

certain cases where employees are under civil

CITY PHYSICIAN

medical treatment for "all sick poor of the town,"

r. Edwin Baily at a salary of $300 a year,

medicines and to serve "during the pleasure"

1. Records of the Aldermen and City Council, 1916-1920, p. 202, in

Records of the City Council

2. HMunicipal

Municipal

) Records o
of the City Council

s5ec

See entry 12
025 m. 1/6 Seeenbry .
Aldevmen and the City Council, p. 226, in Records

Q?u D. 275, see entry 1.
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Office Sketches
City Physician

of the board.}L Possibly because of a failure to include inoculation in
their agreement with the doctor the selectmen, in May of the same year,
appointed another physician as "Town Vaccinator" setting his recompense

at 30 cents for each inoculated person The doctor was required to submit
weekly reports and sworn returns Z During the next 4 years but one other
appointment was recorded, that of a town physician chosen in 1887 3

I S o s L LA DI

Acting in accordance with the provisions of the first city charter,
which permitted the election of a city physician by concurrent ballot of
tae city council,4 an ordinance establishing this office® was passed and
approved by the mayor on February 24, 1891 A city physician was elected
to serve for the ensuing year 6 By the provisions of the ordinance this
official became medical advisor to immates of the almshouse and jail The
board of overseers of the poor, the school committee, and the superintendent
of schools might send him patients for general treatment or for vaccination.
It was also his function, when requested by the mayor, the committee on police,
or the chief of police, to examine officers absent from duty and to investigate
injuries for which the city might be legally liable 7 Like all municipal
officers the city physician was required to submit an annual report to the
city councjl.8

ER AT

TR

|
i

In 1934 the ordinance relatinz to the city physician was amended,
placing upon this officer the additional duty of visitil and prescribing il
for recipients of old age pensions and soldiers’ relief Furthermore the i
amendment legalized the appointment of assistant city physicians by giving the 3
mayor power to appoint not more than two such officers, subject to the con-
firmation of the city council “for such periods as he may deem necessary .10
While the appointment of these assistants was subject to council confirmation
their removal was at the "pleasure of the mayor'" without hearing or inter-
vention by the city council

Minutes of Selectmen's Meetings, 1874-1881, p 44, see entry 978 |
Ibid., p. 30. |
7

Tbid., 1887-1890, p. 6

Acts, 1889, ch. 411, sec. 21
Records of Mayor, Aldermen and City Council, I, 21, 22, in Records
of the City Council, see entry 12,

6+ Thide, De B4

7 Charter, Sewer Act, and Ordinances, 1892, p. 28, in Compiled
Ordinances, see entry 43.

S - Loidey pe 2, |

9 Original Ordinances, series of 1934, no. 101, in General Ordinances i
and Amendments, see entry 42
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Office Sketches -

XXT INSPECTOR OF ANTHALS

The inspection duties of this office have carried the functions of
maintaining the health of livestock, controlling animals' diseases, and
insuring sanitary and humane housing conditions, since March 31, 1913
when the mayor, with the approval of the board of aldermen, appointed an
inspector of animals.l Prior to this date the functions of the office
were very much involved with the duties of the insvector of milk and the
supervision of slaughter. One man was often responsible for the per-
formance of what is now three district offices.?2

XXTT. BRMILK AND SANITARY INSPECTOR

Not until 1866 did the town of Pittsfield establish a board of
health.® Although at any time after the passage of the act of the State
Legislature in 18594 the selectmen might have appointed a milk inspector they
did not do so. This statute, while mandatory as to cities, was merely
permissive as to towns. When the Pittsfield city government began to op-
erate in 18915 the mandatory obligation applied; yet it was not until June 20,
1892 that the mayor appointed, with the confirmation of the city council®
an inspector of milk

The first milk inspector's report is dated January 25, 1894.7 It
shows that during 1893 the inspector issued 33 licenses to house-to-house
peddlers and 11 licenses to persons who sold milk in their homes or in
stores. The report discloses the need for supervision. Milk below the
State's standard index of 13 was being distributed; the "highest test"
was 14.24; the "lowest," 10.09; and the "next lowest," 11.3.8 As peddlers
were slow in complying with the law requiring the painting of their names
and license numbers on their wagons,” two of them were prosecuted by the
milk inspector under the criminal statutes.iO Thus, a little tardily,

1. Appointments by Mayor, Mar. 31, 1913, in Records of the City
Council, see entry 12.

2icr Tbides sMars 55 G906 Marit 20 1908 ar, 6. 1909 Mar. 18, 19123
Mar. 225 19359,

3. Town Records, VI, 130, see entry 34.

4% - Aesh 1859, ch. 206, see. 1.

b iEhTde S 18808 el o A5l

6. Records of lMayor, Aldermen and City Council, I, 484, in Records
of the City Council, see entry 12.

7. Municipal Register, 1894-95, p. 143, See entry 1,

8. Tidem.
9 Tdem.

J e

10, Idem.
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Office Sketches
Milk and Sanitary Inspector

began the protection of residents of Pittsfield from the dangers of a
polluted milk supply

By an act of legisglation in 1909, the power of appointing milk in-
spectors, independent of all other duties, was given to the city boards
of health,l and in 1910 the Pittsfield board made its first local appoint-
ment 2

In 1895 the average daily milk sale amounted to 5,162 quarts with a
money value of $103,627 15 3 The population was then 20,461.4 For the
modern rate of consumption see the following table

Year Estimated population Daily sales
1929 50,000 22,224 quarts
1935 47,000 15,216 t
1938 50,000 AL S0 1
1939 (to Sept. 1) 50,000 20,125 4

The shift from the distribution of milk by house-to house peddling to
its distribution through stores took place gradually between 1895 and 1912.
A total of 42 licenses was granted in 1895.6 as compared with 59 granted
in 1912,7 and although the majority of licenses were issued to the peddler
class in both years, there were less in proportion in the latter year
Thereafter the transition became more rapid, until in 19218 only 29 licenses
were issued to milk peddlers against 119 licenses issued to stores. Con-
centration in the hands of fewer and larger dealers may partially explain
this trend

In 18959 the inspector reported that "there is room for considerable

improvement in the quality of milk retailed in our city." As late as
192110 the city health officer, in his annual report, stated that "the milk
supply is not at all satisfactory and the fact is generally known." An

effort to improve the gquality of milk is indicated by the fact that the
41 milk tests in 19211l increased to 501 in 193012 and to 775 in 1938.13

AL e ts, 8909 chiv: 405 isecie 1

Minutes of Meetings of Board of Health, 1891-1902, p. 375, in
Board of Health Records, see entry 587.

Municipal Registg;{ 1896-1897, p. 238, sce entry i

Manual for the City Council, Pittsfield, Mass., 1896, p. 3.
Unofficial records in office of Inspector of Milk
Municipal Register, 1896-97, p. 239, see entry 1.
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Office Sketches -
Milk and Sanitary Inspector

Until 1929 most of the milk distributed in Pittsfield came from
herds in the Housatonic and Hoosac Valleys At the same time there was
a gradual growth in the sale of pasteurized milk. In 1936 it constituted
61 percent of the total distribution and in 1937, 73 percent. Nevertheless
a regulation of the health department published in 1937,1 aiming at ex-
clusion from distribution of any except pasteurized milk, met with so much
opposition that it was suspended until September 1941. Present rules per-
mit the sale of grade A raw, special raw, and certified raw milk, in ad-
dition to pasteurized milk

The city employs a chemist who has a small laboratory in the office
of the milk inspector All records required by law are kept neatly and
accurately. There are also unofficial records, consisting of statistical
and comparison sheets, which exhibit the orogress of milk testing and
inspection since the chemist began to function in 1928. Samples for testing
are taken bimonthly as a matter of routine, and oftener when special ap-
plication is made by milk producers, dealers, or distributors.

In the revised city charter of 1932 it is provided that the com-
missioner of public health shall perform the duties and have the powers
theretorore conferred upon the board of health 2 Since that act took ef-
fect on January 1, 1934, the inspector of milk has been appointed annually
by the commissioner of public health

XXTTT. INSPECTOR OF SLAUGHTERING, IMEATS, AND PROVISIONS

There is no reference to an inspector of slaughtering in the town
records, but in the report of the board of health covering the first year

of the city government this statement is made: "There is no doubt that

1any diseased cattle are slaughtered and sold by vendors. Every city should
have a public slaughterhouse and a competent inspector of meat."® On June 1,
1893 the mayor and aldermen appointed James W. Fuller "Inspector of provisions
and animals intended for slaughter or kept for production of milk."4 His first
report is devoted mainly to the inspection of living cattle in reference to
tuberculosis. Slaughtering and diseased carcasses are not mentioned.®D

In response to a new state law in 1894,6 the mayor and aldermen 1licensed

S ———

. Rules and Regulations, Beand-oftealth, 1957, puille 55, isec, 1.
. Aclis, 1932, ich. 208, scc. 26.
. Municipal Register, 1892, p. 197, See entry 1.

4. Records of Mayor, Aldermen, and City Council, II, 159, in Records
of the City Council, see entry 12.

5. Municipal Register, 1894, p. 143, ig5ee entry: .

6. Acts, 1894, ch. 491, secs. 17, 18, 19, 20; Records of Mayor and
Aldermen, IT, pp. 437, 438, in Recordsof the City Council, see entry 12.
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Office Sketches -
Burial Agent

soldiers or sailors or marines of the late war. Apparently the office was
not found to be very necessary, for no further mention can be found of it
until the appointment of a burial agent by the mayor on June 3, 1907, con-
firmed by the board of aldermen the sane day.l Again a lapse occurred, the
next appointment being i 11,2 and thereafter the office appeared annually
until 1918.5 Following a period of 7 years in which no record of a burial
agent can be found, the office was resumed in 1926.4 Since 1933 the office
has been held by the 4 T of state aid and soldiers' relief,5 in ac-
cordance with the legi

appoint that officer a

XXV. COIiISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS

Acting under the orovisions of the first city charter,7 the city council
by concurrent ballot elected its first board of public works, one member oi
which was to serve 1 year, one for 2 years, and one for 3 years from the first
Monday of February 18¢1.8 on TFebruary 4, 1891, the first board was organized
by electing a chairman and a clerk;9 end 2 days later a superintendent of
nublic works was chosen from outside the board membership.lO0 Before April lst
a foreman of streets and four foremen of laborers were added to the working
organizationhll The 1895 charter revision commanded the board to appoint a
clerk (which it had already done from the outset) and authorized patea el
chose, to appoint "such superintendents and agents as the city council shall
by ordinance from time to time authorize or prescribe."l2 The compensation of
the board and the subordinate members of the organization was fixed by the
city council.13 The board was augnented from time to time until, at its peak,
it comprised an engineer, a water inspector, a superintendent of the street
department, superintendent of water works, a foreman of sewers, and a number

1. Appointments by Mayor, June 3, 1907, in Records of the City Council,
see entry 12.
Jiani I ce O NHE
Flay: 1.3 1918%
Ebild s Hebl 8 926%
Municipal Register, 1940, p. 32, See entry 1.
Acts, 1932, p. 115, secs. 19-21.
Ibid., 1889, ch. 411, sec. 26.
. Records of Hayor, Aldermen, and City Council, I, 20, 31, 32, in
Records of the City Council, see entry 1.

9. Minutes of Meetings of Board of Public Works, 1891, I, 1, in

City of Pittsfield, see entry 640-i.
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Office Sketches
Commissioner of Public Work

of other less importan 5 hav of superintendence.-
Thig board was charged with heavy resy ‘gnlzance direction,
and control of the city water system; . sidewalks, com-
son sewers, and main drains; of sireet jLJL,wDL of uhC construction, alter
ation, and repair of public t ldings ;chool buildings and the

se matters were placed under
t succeeded to the powers of
and of the town board of the
commissioners of and main drains, and became en-
dowed in general , as subject to the duties, liabil-
ities and penalties f town road ssioners.? It is true that for a
short time, as a resul! i rage iegislaﬁion,4 the duties of
construction, care, and sewers and main drains were taken
away and placed in the ls of ! issioners of sewers;? but the board
of public works recovered jurisdiction when the sewerage act was repealed
1N 1895,

Berkshire Athenaeum!,; and
ghe jurisdiction of thi
water commissioners of

(o]

vhe

4
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crdinances concerning
eet sivns;g assigning
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ed by the charter amendment of
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street numbers to houses
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0ffices Sketches
Commissioner of Public Works

Probably the most ortant task of this department has been, and ”f
still is, the development and maintenance of t city-owned water system, ‘ S
From its beginning in 1866, through the year 1896, the municipality paid 9
out $848,515.80 (including interest on a bonded water debt) on this account. et
Receipts from water rates for the same period totaled $562,922.66 1 The | b
annual reports of the board have always been thorough and in much detail., RT”
In 1900 the report, augmented by reports of subsidiary superintendents, 1&5

L

board clerk, covered 82 pages in the volume of
may be found a complete engineering and financial
ich developed from the original source of

now includes also Farnham Reservoir, Mill

foremen, engineers, and
annual city reports He
history of the water system wh
Ashley Lake and Brook ]

3 R h 2 2 S i . : H08
Brook Reservoir, Hathaway Br Reservoir, Sackett Brook Reservoir, Roaring et
Sk EEe = g s ove
Brook Open Conduit and Sand Wash Brook Reservoir.< Some of these reservoirs
e ; ; x rea
serve as pressure reduction reservoirs and the entire system operates by :
means of gravity
: s Ko e hEaEnh P
When the new city char came into effect in January 1954,5 the mayor
with the confirmation of the city council appointed a commissioner of publie :
: RE i 3 ; T R S ; = in ¢
works.4 Since then there has been a reorganization of this department The
: 5 2 e SR e coul
set-up in 1939 was as follows commissioner, deputy commissioner,® clerk e
: : T & SE ok I'hie
of the board, 2water inspectors, 1 for n of motor apparatus, 2 junior v
2 P PR N SR : s N 2 : 50ax
engineers (the commissioner himself is the chief engineer), 6 engineering f;
3 > e 2l s of 1]
aids, 1 pump engineer (with three assisting mechanics), 11 chauffeurs, 2 i
: = S LS : 8PP0
caretakers, 1 carpenter, 4 foremen, office clerks and scenographers\6 The B
2 2 e 3 o SO 23 2 3 v mens
commissioner ex officio is a member of the city planning board,’ and has a e
; 5 ) : . s S i eryre
seat, but not a vote, in the city council.8 £
with
fice
XXVT PARK COIUIISSION
ment
reor
: GRS ; S of P
The taken by the town of Pittsfield nertaining to ]‘ :
- : S 7 PEV
the care in 1880 when an appropriation of $200 was made i
[SFERT;
d-yee
= = a3 o1
1 D. 226, gee entry 1
e
3 26 S
4 City Council, 1934, p. 7, see entry 12

5 This is a new office effecting the abolishment of two superintend-
encies and concentrating, in one man, the duties, powers, and responsibilities
incidental to all outside work; thus in large measure narrowing the actual
functioning of the commissioner himself to matters of planning, policy, and
discretion.
6. Original Ordinances, series of 1939, no. 178, in General Ordinances
and Amendments, see entry 42
7. Revised Ordinances, 1915, ch. XXVII, sec 1, in Compiled Ordinances, i 2
see entry 43.
S snens, 1890, ch, 502, 'gec. 853 1932 eh, 280, sec. 26.
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site of the Civil War Memorial ,

>quare. In 18k2 a comnittee of three was chosen GO
care Tor the park;2 the fOlTO”JD" year the common was set aside as a per-
nmanent public park, and a committee of five ap

D
of it.5 An appropriation of $1,500 was made fo improvements.4 Annuel ap-
propriations continued until bhc incorporation of Pittsfisld as a city, when

the control of the parks wag assigned to the board of public works by vote
of the city council.

In 1913, however, a park comuission of five members was established by
¢ity ordinance. -The members are appointed by the nayor, confirmed by the
board of aldermen, and serve for a S5-year termn.® The cormission has control
over the public >;rks and olaygrounds, holds the authority to promote rec-
reational activities, and exercises the right to expend appropriated funds.

XAVII. PLANNING BOARD

In compliance with a state law requiring the creatio
in cities 1

counciJ D

,’:3

of planning hoards
populations in excess of ten thou)and 6 the Pittsfield city

an order creating such a hoard of ordvnance on July 21, 1913.
isted of the mayor, the cily solicitor, %h
loaru of public works,

W

chairman of the
and six citizens appointed by th mayor The city
officers on the board served during their regular terure of office, the
gppointed members on 3-year terms, two being appointed each year Avpoint-
renis by the mayor were subject to approval by the city council, and became
effective the first Honday of July in each year. Appointive members served
¥ithout compensation, and no additional salary was received by the city of-
ficers on the board.”

Subsequert to the ado ption by the city of a unicameral Torm of govern-

Jent effective in 1 1933, the planning hoard was dropped for a time, but was
réorganized in 1937, when on August 9th the city council es ablished a board
of five members to be appointed by the mayor.8 This was in accordance with
revisions to the general statubes pertaining to such boards, enacted the
Previous year This board, of which one member is elected each year on a
S-year taﬂr has continued active to the present time 9 TIts functions are
as oubls in the general statutes of Massachusetts.10

pointed to have care and control
i

1. Town Records, VIIT, 284, see entry 34.

2. Ibid., ». 426.

O IPiEE. . 476

& Thia o o4

5. Orders of City Council, 1891, no. 26, see entry 40
6 Acts L90E . ch s a0

7 Ordero of City Council, July 21, 1913, no. aEaisy
8. Ipid., July 26, 1937, no. 45, see entry 40.

9. Acts, 1936, cn. IEIE
1o} QEEEIEi Laws, 1932, ch, 41, secs. 70-72.

see entry 40.
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ZXVITII. BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL

Tne zoning ordineance of the c‘ty of Pittsfield was passed on
December 28, 1927. 1 Tmmedsd ately thereafter the mayor's appointment of
a
h

five board members, for terms of 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 years, was confirmed
by the city council.? On December 31, 1927 the board was organized with
James 1. Rosenthal as chairman

The ordinance dei'ines
becamne fundamentally
dence district; and "C" a
families. But within each

residence districts, A, B, and C TEAUS
sidence district; "B" a two-family-resi

t of buildings housing three or more

these classifications are a number of sub-
divisions permitting churches, hosnitals, golf clubs, farms, dormitories,
and boardinghouses, as well as certain extra-residential uses, all of which
materially broaden the class definition.®

0]
@
&

o

Sections 8, 9, and 10 of the ordinance deal
section 11 with indust

stations, and stabl

lines, rear yards,

with business districls‘

districts; and section 12 with garages, ser
here are provisions affecplng set-back building
ds, courts, »nrojections, and encroachments 4

Section 21 deals with the board of appeals, and its provisions follow
statutory requirements. In 1937 the city council accepted sections 81F
50 8lJ of chapter 211 of the Acts of 1936, designating the board of appeals
50 function under section 811 of that act.

After 10 years of service as chairman of the board Mr. Rosenthal re
tired. The annual report of 1938, probably written by him, gives a Tesume
of the activities of the board during its first decade 0f 352 appeals
from the inspector of buildings, in whose office applications for building
permits are originally received, 102 were granted as requested; 98 were
granted in part or for a limited pericd of years; 128 were denled; and 295
vere withdrawn.6 The nuwmber of ‘hese appeals, taken in connection with
the fact that more than 50 amendments have been made to the original ordi-
nance, indicates that in Pittsfield as elsewhere individual interests con-
stantly oress for relazation of regulations.

The members of the board serve without vay, but the clerk receives
$200 a year,7 Meetings are held as occasion requires

1L Records of the City Council, 1927, p. 114, see entry 12
25 Orders Dec 28 927 See entry 40.
3 Building Zone Ordinance, secs. 5-7, in General Ordinances and
Amendments, See entry 42.
4 bid., seecen: 12=18;
15) General Ordinances, 1937, no. 44, see entry 42
6
'7

ipal Regisver, 1988 Sp . 1651 see entry 1

General Ordinances, 1937, no. 136, See entry 42.
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11y created until the inception of
indicate

Al though 5 ¢
the city government in 1831, town record
date the need was felt T 1
1866 when an agent was

i

S that at a much earlier
ntat*nn This first occurred in
osecute suits for the
recovery of fines, ‘ itures rhic: have or may accrue to
the . . . town." Again in 1887 the warrant for the town meeting of January
rd included an article "t kit town will appoint an agent to act for
the town in bringing behalf of the town, and to act for the
town in suits against ] next annual meeting of the town."-
Despite the inference 3 f appointed, should be a qualified
nmember of the bar, the town voted cgate these duties to the selectmen.?
After 2 years however, they apparently und the task too onerous or beyond
their capabilities, for in 1889 they appointed "an attorney for the Town for
the current year "3

-

tnav

=
S,
O

The permanent office was established under the original city ordinances
which provided for the electi solicitor by annual ballot of the
city council, meeting concurren e ties of the office were defined
in detail, and included the in ion of suits on behalf of the city, the
defense of the city if it were named as defendant in civil action, the prepa-
ration of all legal instruments and documents to which the city or its agents
might be a part, and rendering of legal decisions as reguired by munici-

72l business.? An important specific requirement was the solicitor's approval
of all orders of the city council for the laying out, improvements, or dis-
continuance of city streets, for the assessments on betterments, or for the
teking of land for any runici purpose 6 ”he vassage of the order confirming
the election of the first city solicitor under these provisions took place
January 31, 1891 7

/

Subsequent revisions of the city charter made no change in the status
of the city solicitor until that of 1932, when the office became appointive
by the mayor, who could also terminate the appointment at his pleasure. It

Was required also that the city solicitor, in addition to being a member of
the Massachusetts Bar, should be a legal voter of the city of Pittsfield.8

1. Town Records. Vi, 168, see entry 54,

2 lshiidis TG e el O

3, Minutes of Selectmens’ Meetings, 1887-1890, p. 44, see entry 978.
Charter and Ordinances, I, 134, see entry 44.

s 80

Rocord of the Aldermen & the City Council, I, 34, in Records of
the C ty Council, See entry 12
chi# 2805560 26
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On the original slate of officers elected in Pittsfield at the first
town meeting in 1761, appears the office of a co nstable.t The following
this nrocedure was re peated,5 but in 17633 *“o constables were chosen
nd with few exceptions this number remained constant until 1834. In thats
year three constables were chosen? and thereafter the number fluctuated be-
tween two and six until 1870° when it again became established at two, and

5

so continued until the 1nauguraﬁion of the city govermment.

The chief function of the constables under town government was to give
warning of town meetings and to render the subsequent return of their war-
rants to the town clerk to be recorded.® In 1823 these duties were specified
in a town meeting and a vote was taken to further instruct the constables
to "cause an insertion in the Pittsfield Sun of the day on which the several
meetinzs are to be holden, all at their own expense, and also to notify the
town officers, free of expense to the town." ILater in the meeting the matter
was reconsidered, and t requirement of the newspaper notice was rescinded.’
On March 12, 1827 the instructions relative to notifying all town officers
of imvending meetings were repeated.8 The most important addition to the usum
functions of the constables occurred during the period from 17759 through 18174
when the constables were definitely assigned the task of collecting taxes unless
other provisions were made such as mentioned in the foregoing article on the
tax collector After 1818 a sepnarate tax collector was mermanently established

Under city govermment the constables continued to hold office without
interruption until 1938 On January 24th the last recorded appointment of

one man was made by the mayor, and was confirmed by the city council the same
de 34 15k

The number of annual appointments from 1891 on varled from one to six,
the latter figure appearing last in 1917.12 Since then the number gradually

==

Town Records, I, 28, See entry 34.
Ibid., p. 42

Lb]d SaDAL B0

Ibid., p. 405

Ibi VII, 4

Ibid. passim.
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O O3 O P> KBV
_‘
o
1
(o}

S aph o LA5
b0 00
10 TR 017

AR App01nzmenc% by Mayor, Jan. 24, 1938, in Records of the City
Council, see entry 12
12, Dbide, Jem. 8. 1917,
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XAXT POLICE DEPARTIMENT

Arrests for crimes were made from earliest times by the constables,
although in some instances marshals, justices of the peace, and sheriffs
shared this responsibility Watchmen -- really keepers of the town peace
during the night, exercised the same power throughout the Commonwealth, at
least after 1690 and probably at an earlier date Yet records of the town
of Pittsfield are barren of any reference to watchmen before November 17,
1847. At that time it was voted "that the selectmen be authorized to employ
& night watch if in their opinion necessary at the expense of the town. "L
What action was taken to carry out this vote does not appear.

The enabling act of 1851 permitted towns to appoint "police officers”
with all the powers of constables in criminal matters.2 The annual report of
the selectmen for the year ending April 1, 1852 shows that the rent and ex-
penses for the police office and the lockup totaled $145.73; and the pay
of "constables and night watchmen™ {still not called policemen) $44.50.
Timid about this new extravagance the selectmen defended themselves: "We
consider that the importance of our police, and the manner in which the police
office is conducted, of sufficient interest to the town to give it a distinct
place in our report. The expense of the Police may to some appear large, %00
large for our town; but, as far as we are able to judge the establishment
throughout meets the hearty approbation of the public "3 This police "es-
tablishment™ at a "too large" expense of $190.23 served a community of 6,000
persons.

There were 121 arrest rom January 1, 1852 to January 1, 1853.9 In
1855 the force was paid $ d maintenance cost $274.80.7 By 1858 ar-
rests had risen to 212 for the year with no material increase in costs.8
In 1866 the police work still fell to several part-time watchmen and special
constables, whose combined wages amounted to less than $600.9 (The popula-
tiom of Pittefield in 1865 was 9,676.10) During 1869 the selectmen employed.
"for night watchmen what is equivalent to the services of two persons per-
manently . and a special constable" who acted more or less as a chief of
police. This roster required a pay roll of $1,977.55 and a maintenance ex-
pense of $164.28 for the population of 11,112 persons. There were 190 ar-
rests during the year.tl

Q9

1. Town Records, V, 80, see entry 34.

9, hobs, 185l ehe 162y

B 5655 339333§, 1852, pp. 9-7, ggg‘entry 979.
4. Ibid., 1890, p. 51

B. Ibid., 1858, 1. ©

6. Ibid,, 185, p- 4

7. Ibid., p. 6

B. Tbid., 1858, pa 16

9, Thid,, 1860, Dusiceo

0. Ibid., 1890, p. 5l

e
‘_.

Thad., 1870, pe 22
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A bylaw passed by the town April 12, 18751 and approved by the
Superior Court? made it mandatory that the selectmen appoint police of-
ficers and designate one of themas a chief of police and one as a captain
of the night watch. These were full-time officers on salaries, a police-
man receiving $1.75 a day. Although George Hayes was put in charge of the-
day police and John M. Hatch in charge of the night police,3 they were in
1876 still called constables.% For the first time, in 1877, the chief of
police made a separate report to the town. Therein he reported that "the
force now consists of seven men," the chief and three patrolmen on duty
from noon until midnight and the captain and two vatrolmen from midnight un-
til noon.® 1In the fall of 1879 a new police station was erected on town
land at a cost of $2800. It was of brick construction and measured 40 feet
by 24 feet.® This building served as the home of the department for more
than 60 years until the new police and public welfare building was dedicated
January 1, 1940.

In 1890 the police department consisted of a chief, a captain, 10
patrolmen, 16 special policemen (part-time), a police matron (part-time),
and a janitor.’ Complying with the requirements of the first city charter,8
the mayor appointed a chief of police, a captain, 11 regular and 4 probationary
patrolmen, 16 special or part-time patrolmen, and a police matron.9 This or-
ganization functioned in accordance with the provisions of a city ordinance
which stipulated that each member of the force should be sworn, that the station
house should be open day and night, and that the chief keep an account of all
duties performed by the force and of the absence from duty of any member. 10

For the next decade no departmental changes of special interest oc-
curred. The municipal register for 1901 shows a chief, a captain, 16 patrol-
men, and 1 matron. The first patrol wagon, to be used for making arrests,
bringing in vagrants, and transporting prisoners to and from the court house,
was palced in commission on April 1, 1903.11 1In 1904, 18 natrolmen were

Town Records, VII, 369, See entry 34.
Berkshire County, Superior Court Docket Records, Book 10, 312-315.
Minutes of Selectmen's Meetings, 1874-81, p. 15, see entry 978.
Town Reports, 1876, p. 7, See entry 979.
Ebaiasei877 = pp, 129 B0
Ibid., 1880, p. 26.
Minutes of Selectmen's Meetings, 1887-91, p. 15, see entry 978.
Acts, 1889, ch. 411. T
9. Records of Mayor, Aldermen and City Council, I, 79, 87, 89, 92,

97, 115, in Records of the City Council, See entry 12.

10. Charter, Sewer Act, and Ordinances, 1892, p. 38, in Compiled
Ordinances, see entry 43.

11. Municipal Register, 1904, p. 238, See entry 1.

i
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organized in 6 details 1 1n 1907 an old storehouse opposite the police
station was converted into a »natrol stable with three stalls for horses, a
work stand, and drivers' sleeping room. This unit housed one pair of horses,
a patrol wagon, a single buggy, a sleigh, and the necessary harnesses.?

A new officer, the inspector of police, was created following an ordinance
passed June 19, 1911.% The post of sergeant had been created earlier,4 and
the beginning of a reserve officer class dates back to 1902.5

Mr. John L. Sullivan became chief of police on September 13, 1915, 6
and he has served uninterruptedly in this important position ever since. The
present efficient departwen* is in substantial measure the result of his
able admlnlotratlon; and he has been fortunate in having competent and loyal
officers at his side from the beginning of his incumbency. The roster when
Mr. Sullivan came into office was as follows a chief, an inspector, a
sergeant, 33 patrolmen and special police, a part-time matron, and a patrol
driver
The annual reports of this department from 1915 to 1925 show that per-
sistent attention was given to matters of public safety, traffic control,
protection of school children at street crossings, liquor law enforcement,
public morals, and general betterment of the efficiency of the department.
Except for the chief, every officer and member of the force has been ap-
pointed under state civil service laws for more than 40 years 7 the 1940
report shows a long list of duties performed, protective and preventive in
their nature and relating to persons, property, health, and general public
welfare. Unusual concentration uvon street traffic problems must be inferred
from the fact that for the past two years in the campaign conducted by the
Governor's Safety Committee Pittsfield has won the safety trophy for cities
in class three

The Pittsfield police department has something more than a state-wide
reputation, which may well be attributable to the prominence of its chief
executive officer in affairs of national breadth. He has for two decades
bsen a member of the executive committee of the International Association of
Chiefs of Police and during the past 4 years has been treasurer of that or-
ganization As a member of the committee of three co-operating with

‘Mr. J. Edgar Hoover in the establishment of the National Police Academy at
Washington and as a lecturer before the Police Academy Associates, he has

1. Municipal Register, 190., 0 LGS

2 «Ibid., 1907 e 198

3. Records of Aldermen and City Council, 1908-1912, p. 232, in
Records of the City Council, see entry 12

4. General Ordinances,'lqoa ch. XIII, sec. 3, in Compiled Ordinances,

See entry 43.

5. Original Ordinances, series of 1902, mno. 8, in General Ordinances
apd amendments, see entry 42

6. Records of Aldermen and City Council, 1912-15, p. 289, in Records
of the City Council, see entry 1=2.
i Municipal Régfgter, 1918, p. 64, see entry 1
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Police Department

constantly been in contact with the guiding officers of both state and
national organizations as well as a pioneer in matters relating to safety
work, crime, and accident prevention in New England.

The new police building, erected with the aid of Federal funds and
dedicated on January 1, 1940, has space, utility, sound construction, and
architectural dignity. It is a splendid addition to Pittsfield’'s public
buildings.

XXXIT. FIRE DEPARTMENT

Empowered by section 22 of the charter of 1889,l the city council
passed an ordinance on March 4, 1891 which established a fire department?
consisting of a chief engineer, three assistant engineers, "and as many
engine, hook and ladder and protection companies as the fire apparatus of
the city may require."d The four engineers constituted a board and auto-
matically became ineligible for anmy other office in the fire department.4
This board was authorized to make regulations for their own government sub-
ject to the approval of the mayor and aldermen 9 It was the duty of the chief
to report annually to the city council on the condition of department prop-
erty, on accidents by fire, and on all losses 6 In addition he was responsible
for fire prevention measures, such as requiring the removal by tenants or owners
of accumulated ashes, shavings, and other combustible materials, and for con-
demning defective funnels, flues, fire boards, and heating apparatus.’ He
had the authority to suspend any disobedient or disorderly member of the de-
partment, immediately reporting such suspension to the mayor and aldermen for
their final action.8

According to the nrovisions of the above ordinance each engine company
must be manned by not more than 25 men, and each hook and ladder and protective
ccmpany must be composed of not more than 15 members.? When the companies were
organized a foreman, 2 assistant foremen, and a clerk were to be elected by the
members from their own number. Only Pittsfield residents were eligible for
company membership.lo Under the general supervision of the chief engineer the
foreman immediately assumed responsibility for the care of department property,

Aets, 1889 el ndili “oces 22,

Charter & Ordinances, I, no. 6, sec. 1, see entry 44.
Idem. e
Thilds sec. 2.

Thid., geci: 85 Acts, 1889, ch, 411 sec. 2
Charter & Ordinances, I, no. 6, sec. 6, se
Ibid., sec. 7. O
sEbiiidie S sees 81

Ibid., sec. 9.

bid., Bees 10%

20

entry 44.
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the condition of fire houses and apparatus, and company discipline 1A
"steward" or janitor, appoLpﬁed by engineers, was charged with cleaning

the apparatus, the hose and fire houses, and with looking after the fire
-
alarm system

In due course the d“vaLuj nt organized and the stipulated officers
were elected by vote of upon nominations made by the
mayor.® The aldermen adopted on August 17, 1891 the first set of rules
and regulations,4 and in 1892 fire department limits were established by
ordinance.® The inaugural address of the first mayor referred to the pub
lic demand for a new central fire station, but he recommended postponement
Three years later, however, an ordinance was passed by the city council
authorizing its erection,® and it was erected before January 1, 1896 .7 This
building in the very heart of the city, flanked by the post office on the

at

north and new police department building on the west, Jise SioadEl N S e

)
1¥

Under the town government ire horses had been rented, and for a time
the city continued this practice 8 Tn 1896 the city bought 3 horseS'9 the
nuriber was increased to 5 in 1898\l0 and heo 2:4n71905 L1 There were 12
fire horses in service until the Tire apparatus was motorized

-t

ef An ordinance passed on Ju 1905 relating to the fire department
repealed all prior ordinances, iting rules and regulations, and sub
ble stituted a new codification 12 This ordinance may be said to have been
ners the genesis of a "professional"” fire department It provided for a chief
= engineer, 1 assistant engineer, 2 captains, nermanent full-time Tiremen,
5 foremen who were "call firer # 1 yvolunteer foreman at West Pittsfield

and not more than 15 full *ime permanent men A maximum of 50 "call fire

b men" with part-time compe ion and 50 volunteers completed the roster 13
Within this framework a company of 12 full-time men was organized at the
Central Fire Station; 3 full-time men were allocated to the Morningside
Fire Station. There were in addition 3 engine companies, 1 hook and ladder,

O
U‘
(.J
<t

ive and 1 protective company, each manned with 10 "call" or part-time firemen, and
ere commanded by a captain The -West Pittsfield company remained a volunteer
the
he 1 Charter & Ordinances, I, no. 6, sec. 11, see entry 44.
ty, 2. Ibid., sec. 20.
3 Recordo of Mayor, Aldermen and City Couneily,: 1,599, 107-109;
iy 126-128, in Records of the City Council, see entry 12.

Fhads, ps 068
TE?E., p. 474; Charter, Sewer Act and Ordinances, 1893, p. 98,
in Compiled Ordinances, see entry 43
6. Records of hayor “Aldermen and City Council, III, 102, in Records
of the City Council, see entry 12
1 _Ifgummpa_~ Q001ster, 1896, p. 26, see entry fJieg
Ibid., 1892, p 69
Ibid., 1897, D 194
10 Thide:s 1899, 0 259
TV, Thid., 18906, pe 299
152 General Ordinances, 1908, D
13 Ibid., sec. 1
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, in Compiled Ordinances, see entry 43.
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company of 50 men.l Officers and company members were subject to removal
by the mayor and aldermen for cause.® The ordinance of 1905 accepted the
provisions of section 12 of chapter 32 of the Revised Laws, thereby trane-
ferring from the mayor and aldermen to the chief engineer the power to
order the destruction of buildings to prevent conflagrations.d

In his annual message on January 1, 1912, the mayor reported "during
the past year the fire department has been reorganized and we have today
the best disciplined, the best organized for practical work, and the most
economically managed fire department Pittsfield has ever had "4 The per-
sonnel of the organization had not materially changed; but some additional
apparatus had been purchased, notably a new chemical truck costing $5,399
and a 75 foot gasoline-electric, four-wheel-drive, La France 2erial ladder
truck at an expense of ‘3,{310,800.é Motorization had begun. The department
responded to 160 alarms.” The fire loss for the year, $325,050, was an-
usually large.

The year 1915 saw the end of the use of horses at Central Fire Station.
Two new motor vehicles had been purchased, completing the motorization of
apparatus at the central house.® The maintenance of the department was not
steadily progressive but developed by means of periodic reorganizations.
Probably as the result of a thorough survey and critical report by the New
England Fire Insurance Exchange,9 the mayor felt impelled to disclose on
January 5, 1925 that "authorities believe that with the fire department as
now manned and equipped it is doubtful if it could keep two serious fires
under control" at the same time.l0 The resulting shakeup added $17,450
worth of new apparatus and man power, raising salary and wages costs to
$78,015.11

The following data from the report of the chief engineer covering the
year 1939 gives an idea of present apparatus: "Engines One Mack, 100-gallon
combination pumping engine and hose car; one Seagrave 750-gallon combination
pumping engine and hose car; one American-LaFrance 750-gallon combination
pumping engine and hose car; one Seagrave combination booster and hose car;
and one Seagrave hose car. Ladder Trucks: One American-LaFrance 85-foot

1. General Ordinances, 1908, p. 134, secs. 2-4, in Compiled Ordinances,
see entry 43.
piidas s sec i
Ehidies sees 27
Municipal Register, 1912, p. 9, see entry 1.
Ibid., pn. 291-296.
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aeri al ladder with water tower attachment, d one American-LaFrance city
cervice truck Miscellaneous One Pontiac touring sedan (chief’'s car);
one Chevrolet two-door sedan for the inspection bureau; one General Motors
truck with small booster pump and tank, used in the forest fire division
end- as a service car; and one White truck equipped with a grnerator for
lights."

The department is on the statutory two-platoon system
The present Chief Engine : F.  Burke, has been in the service of
the department in one capacity or another for 28 years Sixty employees
gre ranked as follows chier, assistant chief, 4 captains, 4 lieutenants,
1 mechanician, and 47 firemen A full-time clerk with civil service rating
was added to the organization in September 1939 Last year the denartment
responded to 536 calls, of which 407 were felenhone calls, 101 box alarms,
and 28 verbal calls There were 36 false alarm uring the year Insurance
loss on buildings was $50,088 22; on contents 6 944 .81

3

XAXTIIT SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE AND POLICE SIGNAL SYSTEMS

raph in good condition when the
¢city government came into existence in 18¢ ‘J the police department owned

no signal system worthy of the name The chief of police had begun in

1902 to press for this much needed improveme nt? and in 1906 he was rewarded
for his repeated recommendations by the inscaLLat1on of a signal system In
his 1907 report he stated "The Gamewell Police Signal System was installed
last August and put in active operation September 1 . This system con-

Although there was a fire alarm teleg

sists of a central switchboard and phone at headquarters, 15 street call boxes,
and 22 emergency call bells By means of the central phone and the street
e at headquarters is in communication with the

call boxes, the officer in char
Ditrolmen on their posts at least once every hour, and by emergency bells,
one of which is located in the home of each officer, the whole department can
be called to headquarters."® During 1907 Patrolman Stephen W Monks, who had
had considerable experience as an electrician, was made responsible for the
system. 4

trician of the police signal system was read and confirmed" by the board of
aLdermen,5 and he continued in charge of both the police and the fire alarm

On August 17, 1908 "the appointment of Bartholomew Cummings as elec-

Municipal Register, 1892, p. 67, see entry 1.
Ihidsy 11902, Eni 2oy

Ibid., 1907, p. 197
Ibids,; 1908, ps 42
Records of A“dermen and City Council, 1906-1908, p. 279, in Records

of' the City Council, see entry 12
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systems for many years. He and his successor made annual reports, signing
themselves sometimes as "inspector" and sometimes as "superintendent."

Fach of these titles was used from time to time in the indexes to the printed
annual reports. In his 1940 report this officer signs himself "Superintendent
FPire and Police Signals." The caption of the document is: "Report of Fire
and Police Signal Department."

In his first annual report, Mr. Cummings states: "I found the (police)
system in a very bad condition,”" but "the fire alarm is in good working
condition."l There are complete, separate inventories of both the fire and
the police systems in this report.2 The police system was entirely rebuilt
in 1909.3 After 4,500 feet of underground wire had been installed during
1910, the superintendent reported all apparatus of both systems to be "in
good working order," but urged the immediate installation of a new eight-or
ten-circuit repeater fire alarm, which would more safely carry the existing
load and the extension of the lines to newly developed sections of the city.
He estimated the cost at $5,OOO,4 but while the next report indicates con-
siderable development of the system, the desired circuit repeater was not
purchased.O

On January 1, 1917 the superintendent's versistent efforts resulted in
the purchase and installation of the 10-circuit system, which he proudly
describes as "one of the most complete and up-to-date in New England."6
Year in and year out he pleaded for improvements -- more fire and police
boxes, new extensions, and the under-grounding of more and more wire lines.
By 1925 there were 64 miles of wire in the fire alarm system and 18 miles
of wire in the police system, 105 fire alarm boxes, and 17 patrolmen's boxes.
The report set a total valuation of $42,207.7 The next year two fire sirens
were installed, one at the corner of North and School Streets and one at the
West Pittsfield Fire Station.8 0On December 23, 1927 Bartholomew Cummings,
superintendent since August 18, 1908, died suddenly,9 leaving a long record
of faithful, competent service.

As viewed in 1930 the devartment's personnel included the superintendent
and two assistants, and new equipment acquired during that year represented an
outlay of $6,350.74.10 1In 1936 a fire-resistant building was erected at the
corner of Tyler Street and Courtland Place, which now houses the signal equip-
ment .11l

1. Municipal Register, 1909, p. 109, see entry 1.
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XXXTV INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS

The town bylaws set forth in considerable detail both directive and
restrictive rules relating to the erection -and maintenance of buildings.
They delimit the territory within which the bylaws are applicable and
fizes penalties for their infringement; deals with party walls, the charac.
ter of roofing materials, alterations and additions, moving of wooden
buildings, erection of chimneys, etc There is no record of the appoint-
ment of an inspector of buildings under the town form of government, although
the officer "inspector of buildings" is mentioned in the fourth section of
the bylaws.l ;

On July 18, 1892 the city council passed an ordinance adopting sections
4 to 12 of chapter 104 of the Public Statutes,2 and a little later in that
year "the mayor appointed Edward J Cowell, Inspector of Buildings, as pro-
vided by law and by ordinance, and the appointment was confirmed."d It
may be inferred that the old town bylaw remained in force until the adoption
of this ordinance.% Annual appointments, confirmed by the board of aldermen,
were made until the revised charter of 1932 although in some years the
appointment seems to have been skipped and the work carried on by a holdover
incumbent Until 1902, when a senarate plumbing inspector was appointed,
one man held the office of inspector of buildings and plumbing.® Since the
charter of 1932 became effective the inspector of buildings has been appointed
by the mayor with the confirmation of the city council 6 His term is 2 years.

No building may be erected, altered, or extensively repaired, and no signs
which may threaten public safety or violate the city ordinances may be erected
or attached to buildings, without application to and a permit from the inspector
of buildings These applications are made on a printed card setting forth the
location of the lot upon which the building is to be erected or altered, or the
pumps and signs established In the case of buildings an architect’ s plan and
specifications must be filed in duplicate with the inspector If the permit is
denied by the insvector the applicant may petition the city council for the
permit This is in the nature of an appeal from the inspector's adverse de-
cision and may be made in all cases except those relating to properties and lo-
cations which come under the zoning ordinance, where the review of the ap-
plicant’s grievance is made by appealing to the board of appeals.

Bylaws, 1885-1888, in Town Reports, see entry 979-ii.
Charter & Ordinances, I, 211-216, see entry 44
Records of Mayor, Aldermen and City Council, II, 22, in Records of
the City Council, See entry 12

4 At g 718895 “chy 411 . cSeei: 52

5. Records of Mayor & Aldermen, V, 245, in Records of the City Council,
See enfry 12

6. Acts, 1932, ch. 280, sec. 26
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XXXV. INSPECTOR OF PLUMBING

Complying with a law passed in 1895,1 the city govermment in 1894
established an ordinance regulating the construction, alteration, repair
and inspection of plumbing. Enforcement of these regulations was put
into the hands of the inspector of buildings as permitted by the statute;d
but no inspector of plumbinz was appointed. In 1895 the State Legislature
Tfurther enacted that the provisions of the 1893 and 1894 statutes "shall
not be operative in any city until accepted by vote of its city council.m

ilthough the Pittsfield council had already vassed the ordinance of regu-
lation it never specifically accepted the original law nor any subsequent
emendment or codification. As a consequence, perhaps, there was no insvec-
tor of plumbing before 1913, the duties of tuat office boin; tqerofoJore
performed and annual renorts made by the inspector of buildin Indeed
to this day there is a smoldering controve sy as to the precise iegal status
of this officer, which bursts into intermittent activity when agitated by
current political exigencies.

4

The ordinance approved on November 12, 1913 provided for the appoint-
rnent of an inspector of plumbing by the inspector of buildings.® This
ordinance was simply declaratory of the statutory law and was repealed by
the Revised Ordinances of 1915. The revised ordinances did, however, re-
TQ1D the original code of regulations and the salary of the 1nsuector of

lumbing, which had been established at $1,000 by the 1913 ordinance Since
m°!5 the inspector of ou11d1nps has continued the practice of appointing
the inspector of plumbing.” He is a civil service appointee

The duties of this officer are set forth in great detail in the code.
No pnlumbing equipment can be installed, altered, or repaired (except in
tue case of small emergencies) without his anproral Plans for new build-
ngs or extensive alterations must be submitted to him in detail, and he
1as power to vary such plans whenever he considers the submitted proposals
are unskillful, inadequate, or that they fail to me=t the standards of
eﬁgineering propriety and public health. He makes inspections of closets,

e

1ie Aeibs,; 1893, ‘eh. 477 =cc: 6

2. Revised Ordinances, 1894, ch. 16, secs. 29-47, in Compiled
Qfdinances, see entry 43.

3. Ebids, sec, 47; Acts, 1895, =sees 5.

de lebs, 18950 el, 4558

55 Hunlclnal Register, 1914, pp. 165-175, See entry 1.

6. Revised Ordinances, 1915, ch. I, sec. 1, in Compiled Ordinances,
sze entry 43.

7. Original Ordinances, series of 1936, no. 135, in General Ordi
nances & Amendments,‘ggg entry 42.
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Inspector of Plumbing

bathrooms, and taps His functions are uncontrolled except by law, the
code, and such restraints or injunctions as the commissioner of public
health, with his plenary powers for health protection, may place upon him.

All master and journeymen plumbers operating in the city must regis-
ter with the inspector annually He keeps in his office appropriate books
of registration, as well as records of app$1cations, inspection cards, fol-
low-up inspection records, and copies of submitted plans Each year he
makes a report to the city His office is with that of the inspector of
buildings and the office hours are the same

Strangely enough the budget for this work emanates from the office
of the commissioner of public health, for no other reason apparently than
that it has always been done that way Of course the inspector of plumb-
ing outlines the prospective needs of his department

XXXVT INSPECTOR OF WIRES

On June 11, 1890 the State Legislature passed an act which prescribed
that "every city shall, by ordinance, designate or provide for the appoint-
ment of an officer to supervise wires." Later compilations of the law
gave this officer the name "inspector of wires " Acting under the 1890
statute the city of Pittsfield by ordinance assigned the duties of this of-
fice to the chief of police Although the records do not disclose an annual
reappointment, he no doubt continued to perform the duties required by law
until 1900 when the chief of the fire department took over the supervision
of wires € Since 1933 an inspector of wires has been appointed every second
year by the mayor subject to the consent of the city council

Although the municipal legislative bodies of Pittsfield have passed
ordinances from time to time setting forth in detail the duties of the
office,4 these duties fall within the general powers provided in statutory
laws

XXXVIT SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS

Before Pittsfield became a city the duty of supervising and maintain-
ing public buildings was exercised under the General Laws by the selectmen

1ier Actﬁﬁ 1890, sehs 404, ~secs 3
2. General Ordinances, 1900, c

h. XXTIIT, 170-171, in Compiled Ordinances,

BSee entry 43
de Acts, 1952, ch. 280,
4. General Ordinances
entry 43.

1900, XXIIT, 170, in Compiled Ordinances, see
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XXXV. INSPECTOR OF PLUMBING

Complying with a law passed in 1895,1 the city government in 1894
nlished an ordinance re%ulating the construction, alteration, repair
and inspection of plumbing. Enforcement of these regulations was put
into the hands of the inspector of buildings as permitted by the statute;d
but no inspector of plumbinz was appointed. In 1895 the State Legislature
Turther enacted that the provisions of the 1893 and 1894 statutes "shall
not be operative in any city until accepted by vote of its city council.n?
Although the Pittsfield council had already vassed the ordinance of regu-
lation it never specifically accepted the original law nor any subsequent
amendment or codification. As a consequence, perhaps, there was no inspec-
tor of plumbing before 1913, the duties of tuat office being theretofore
performed and annual reports made by the inspector of buildings Tndeed
to this day there is a smoldering controversy as to the precise legal status
of this officer, which bursts into intermittent activity when agitated by
current political exigencies.

aat ol
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The ordinance approved on November 12, 1913 provided for the appoint-
ment of an inspector of plumbing by the inspector of buildings 5 This
ordinance was simply declaratory of the statutory law and was repealed by
the Revised Ordinances of 1915. The revised ordinances did, however, re-
tain the original code of regulations and the salary of the inspector of
»lumbing, which had been established at $1,000 by the 1913 ordinance Since
1913 the inspector of buildings has continued the vpractice of appointing
th

the insnector of plumbing.” He is a civil service appointee

The duties of this officer are set forth in great detail in the code.
No plumbing equipment can be installed, altered, or repaired (except in
the case of small emergencies) without his approval. Plans for new build
ings or extensive alterations must be submitted to him in detail, and he
has power to vary such plans whenever he considers the submitted proposals
are unskillful, inadequate, or that they fail to mest the standards of
engineering propriety and public health. He makes inspections of closets,

. Aeus, 118955 eh, 477° sce. 6.
- Revised Ordinances, 1894, ch. 16, secs. 29-47, in Compiled
Ordinances, see entry 43.

Nehis, 11895 Teh, 4525
. Municipal Register, 1914, pp. 165-175, See entry 1.
- Revised Ordinances, 1915, ch. I, sec. 1, in Compiled Ordinances,
See entry 43.
7. Original Ordinances, series of 1936, no. 135, in General Ordi-
nances & Amendments, see entry 42.
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3 Ibid., sec. 47: Acts, 1893, seec. 3.
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Inspector of Plumbing

pbathrooms, and taps His functions are uncontrolled except by law, the
code, and such restraints or injunctions as the commissioner of public
health, with his plenary powers for health protection, may place upon him.

All master and journeymen plumbers operating in the city must regis-
ter with the inspector annually. He keeps in his office appropriate books
of registration, as well as records of applications, inspection cards, fol-
low-up inspection records, and copies of submitted plans Each year he
makes a report to the city His office is with that of the inspector of
pbuildings and the office hours are the same

Strangely enough the budget for this work emanates from the office
of the commissioner of public health, for no other reason apparently than
that it has always been done that way Of course the inspector of plumb-

ing outlines the prospective needs of his department

XXXVT INSPECTOR OF WIRES

On June 11, 1890 the State Legislature passed an act which prescribed
that "every city shall, by ordinance, designate or provide for the appoint-
ment of an officer to supervise wires."” Later compilations of the law
gave this officer the name "inspector of wires " Acting under the 1890
statute the city of Pittsfield by ordinance assigned the duties of this of-
fice to the chief of police Although the records do not disclose an annual
reappointment, he no doubt continued to perform the duties required by law
until 1900 when the chief of the fire department took over the supervision
of wires 2 Since 1933 an inspector of wires has been appointed every second
year by the mayor subject to the consent of the city council

Although the municipal legislative bodies of Pittsfield have passed
ordinances from time to time setting forth in detail the duties of the
office,4 these duties fall within the general powers vprovided in statutory
laws

XXXVIT SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS

Before Pittsfield became a city the duty of supervising and maintain-
ing public buildings was exercised under the General Laws by the selectmen

1. Acts, 1890, 'ch. 404, sec. 3
2. General Ordinances, 1900, ch. XXTIII, 170-171, in Compiled Ordinances,

Bee entry 43

3. Acts, 1952, ch. 280, sec. 26
4. General Ordinances, 1900, XXITI, 170, in Compiled Ordinances, see

entry 43.
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Superintendent of Public Buildings
and, although from time to time that board employed various persons for
these duties, there was no general delegation of power. Extraordinary re-
nairs and unusual maintenance needs which called for substantial approprisa-
tions were passed upon at town meetings. In 1889 the Legislature passed an
act ordering that "the city council shall have the care and superintendence
of the city buildings, and the custody, management and disposal of all city
property." An order passed by the city council in 1901 and approved by the
mayor delegated the care and maintenance of school buildings to the school
committee; of fire department buildings and property to the fire department
conmittee; and of all other buildings to the board of public works "sub-
Ject to such directions as may be made from time to time by the city council."l
Apparently the ultimate powers and obligations of the city council as to
public buildings under the charter were protected by this proviso. The of-
ficers or boards who received these delegations varied slightly from one year
to another, but until 1934 the general practice remained the same.

In the early 1930's a sharp controversy developed between the school
committee and the board of public works relative to the renting of certain
school property for extra-curricular entertainments Conflicting claims

under the authorities delegated to each department by the city council were

essed vigorously if not bitterly. To end this quarrel and to centralize
“is responsibility in respect to all public buildings, the city government
decided that, subject to the confirmation or rejection of the city council,
the mayor shall in the month of January appoint a superintendent of public
buildings for a term of 2 years (appointments have since been made in the
even years). The superintendent "shall superintend and care for the main-
venance and repair of all buildings owned and used by the city, or any de-
partment thereof." He is given full jurisdiction over the rental of public
buildings, "provided that such use or rental shall not interfere with school
purposes." He has the power to contract for the purchase of necessary materials
and supplies; all subject to the charter and ordinances of the city>2 In
practice any single proposed expenditure amounting to $300 or more must be
subjected to bids. Before January 5 of each year the superintendent prepares
a budget for presentation to the city council, basing his figures upon re-
quisitions from departments occupying nunlclnal buildings. After consider-
ing his recommendations the council makes an appropriation covering all items,
beyond which the officer may not go without additional action by the council. 3
3?"8 which the superintendent has contracted are checked by him, recorded by
his clerk, who retains duplicates, and sent each month to the office of the
city auditor.

The superintendent of buildings appoints his clerk from civil service
lists. This person is responsible for the records of the office, including
a pay roll for two carpenters, a plumber, an electrician and helper, a painter,

1. Orders, 1901, no. 7, see entry 40.
2« Ibido 1984 o 99,
3. Orlﬂlnal Ordinances, 1937 series, no. 136, in General Ordinances

nA A + A©O
and Amendments, see entry 42.
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Buildings

and a licensed weigher of coal, all hired by the superintendent and working
steadily throughout the year at a weekly wage In addition to these as-
sistants the superintendent employs janitors, cleaners, and other helpers
in or about the city properties The occupation on January 1, 1940 of the
new municipal police headquarters and welfare building, which was erected
as a Federal project, has substantially increased the pay roll

XXXVITT SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

Simeon Crowfoot, "Sealer of leather Also of weights & Measurers,"
elected on May 11, 1761,+ was the first man to hold this office Except for
a brief interval in 17672 he remained sealer until 1772 when Stephen Crowfoot,
Jr., succeeded him.3 The latter became a lieutenant in the Revolutionary
War,% but he still held on to his town office Finally Joseph Farr took his
place in 1784.9

Proper equipment for the sealer’'s work was provided yearly through a
vote "that Forty Shillings be raised to procure a Town Brand & Town Seal,
and Standard of weights & measures. viz one Half Bushel, one-half peck,
one ale quart, one Wine pint, one half pint, one yard, one Sett of Brass
weights, with Brass Scales & Steel Beam "6  There is some evidence that in
the early days the sealer neglected his responsibilities, for in 1793 the
voters took pains to instruct him to "attend to the duties of his office
three days in the month of May and six other days in the year, for
which he shall receive one dollar per day "7

Appointment by the selectmen instead of by election in town meeting is
frist recorded on May 3, 1798 8 Then the record is blank until 1816.°9
From 1816to 1887 the sealer was elected by town vote,lO and during the last
four years of town govermment he was appointed by the selectmen.ll On

Town Records, I, 29, see entry 34
Ibid., p. 94
Ipid., p. 146
Thid. ; Db. 218,
I IT, 149
T it 5 52
LdEes il 852
didene: TIEL S 550
;. Pu B3
Afotiol S 70
JLIE Minutes of Selectmen's Meetings, 1887-1891, pp. 6, 21, 98, see
entry 978
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Sealer of Weights and Measures

under the city charter elected a

B

Viay 26 1891 the first board of alderme
3 >
r nominated by the x:xayor.l

The work of the sealer gradually extended to include, in addition %o
keeping records and making reports, reweighing and inspection of sales of
cosl, groceries, meat, candy, berry boxes, ice cream cartons and other
containers. This finally became too much for one man, so a deputy was
appointed in 1924.2

XXXIX. DOG OFFICER

In compliance with state law requiring the appointment of an officer
So enforce the laws relating to dogs, a dog constable was appointed annually
by the mayor from 19203 to 1930,4 except in 1921 when no record of such ap-
pointment can be found. The appointment was confirmed by the board of
aldermen. In 1931, however, the appointment was given to the chief o
police under the title "dog officer,"® and though no action appears to
have been taken from 1932 through 1934, in 1935 the chief of police was
again made the dog officer® and has since been appointed annually to the
office.”

XL. FOREST FIREWARDEN

Although firewards had been active for many years, the office of
forest warden first made its appearance in 1887 when, on April 26, the
selectmen appointed one man to that office® as authorized under a state
law of the previous year.9 Another appointment was made in 1889,10 but
following this the office was not mentioned until 1908 when a forest warden

1. Records of Mayor, Aldermen and City Council, I, 200, in Records
of the City Council, see entry 12.

2. Appointments by Mayor, 1924, in Records of the City Council, see
entry 12.

9. Ihid., Tune 28, 1920.

4, TIbid., June 9, 1930.

95 Ibidiisdune 225 EIBIN

Gr: bids 5 May 15 9555

e libads = Maye 85 9895

8. HMinutes of Selectmen's Meetings, 1887-1890, p. 6, See entry 978.
9. Acts, 1886, ch. 296.
10

Minutes of Selectmen's Meetings, 1887-90, p. 61, see entry 978.
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was-appointed by the m@yorg ind confirmed by the board of aldermen Thesa

gppointments have continued to the vresent time,? with confirmation
by the board of aldermen unti g counvll thereafter
this office is actually that of and not to be confused
with t he tree warden, is eviden these appointments have
pecn made to the existing cf ‘gnt.5 and have been made
subject. to the approval of

¢

FHERS

The first men of any uf?;cw with functions related to those of
the present public w hers 7, 1881, when the selectmen
gppointed a town Lv17b er 5 389 they appointed a weighma

y af

end on May 31 of the latter coal

After the inception of city g”kaﬂﬁjnt the name "public weigher" was
applied as a general title to il "fice, though individual appointments
vere made as weighers of coal, grain, hay, seed, or of different combinations
of these, according to the type of business in which the appointee was en-
gaged These appointments were made by the mayor and confirmed by the board
of aldermen until 1933, and by the city council thereafter. Great fluctuation
is evident in the number of ar ntees in any one year, though frequently a
large number of appointments were made Nineteen appointments occurred in
1913 covering a total of 60 appointees As opposed to this, in 1937, 67 pub-
lic weighers were named by the mayor on one list In 1939 the first list of
gppointments on January 4, 25 names, and succeeding appointments
until December. 9, brought the total for the year to 75, the highest number
yet appointed.8

3

=

XLII FIELD DRIVERS

The first appearance of field drivers among the town officers elected

I Appointments by Mayor, Mar 16, 1908, in Records of the City
Council, See:entry 12

2, Ibld Jan. 9, 1939

3 HunlClpal Heglster 1939, p 7, see entry 1

4. Appointments by Meyor, Jan 13, 1930, in Records of the City
Council, see entry 12

15} Minutes of Selectmen s Meetings, 1874-1881l, p. 29, see entry 978
6 Ibid., 1887-1890, n. 42

7 Ehiide s pe: 99

8 'Kgggintments by Mayor passim, in Records of the City Council, see

entry 12
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in Pittsfield occurred in 1770 when two were elected.lk Apparently no great
1 for the office was felt for no further election was made until 1778,
lree men were chosen.2 Again the office lapsed, this time until 17909
ree men were chosen field drivers that year, and with few exceptions the
been filled continuously since that time. Varjiations have oc-
the number elected to this office, though the general tendency was
the highest number appearing in 18714 and 1872,9 in which years
ivers were elected. Thereafter the number decllnud to 1820, the
town government.6 Few references to the simple functions of
in the records of the town. The annual neeting of 1867
keeping in the public highways of cattle, horses, sheep,
i cal nuisance to the owners and occupants of real estate,
Dubllu generally," and the field drivers were dwrec ted to see
hat the thoroughfares were kept clear of all such tres spassers.’ In 1876

OR)
=
!

”J 0] ’%

a motion was passed at the annual town meet ing requesting Lnu field drivers to

use their own yards as town vounds, without expense to the tovwn.8

the first 2 years of city govermment, the election of 21 field
ontinued, though this now took place by concurrent vote of the
of the city council instead of by vopular ballot.9 1In 1893,
office was combined with that of poundkeeper, and only 11

v

en.i0 Thereafter the Joint office continued until 1920,

with a

dwindling in the number of incumbents.

In that year seven field

and poundkeepers were elected.ll The following year the offices
apparently separated once more;, and the unimoortant vosition to whieh

i drivers had been relegated was indicated by the fact that the records
st merely that "field drivers were elected," with no mention of the nun-
ba hosen.l2 The separation was evidently nermanent for a comnmunication
de Harch 2, 1931, from the city clerk to the clerk of the comion council,
aj ed that one field driver and ocne poundkeeper had been elected by the
board of aldermen.l3® The following year a single appointment was made by
the mayor and confirmed by the city couneil, 14 ang from that time one or

1. Town Records, I, 121, See entry 34.

2 ] s iG

3% SDE 2655

4. L5 VRT - 8]

5 s D 16 %

6. P AR

Vst Ebien: WL 00

8. 1Ibid,, VII 433.

9. Records of the Mayor, Aldermen and City Council, I, 200, 201, 418,
19, in Records of the City Council, see entry 12.

[0 Thid,, T 85
e - Thildsas BGEs 1 0]
2 Lbdidies s ps 765
3 Communications from City Officers » See entry 131.
14 Appointments by Mayor, July 15, ]Quz, in Records of the City
Counecil, See entry 12.
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PART C. SKETCHES OF DEFUNCT OIFFICES

+

A large number of governmental units went out of existence with the
establ hAenn of the city form of govermment, while many other offices
parts for short or long 7 before and after that time
and were lapsed for various reasons. Tl were also several offic
neve unctioned directly as i city offices, but rved rat
nﬂl‘V1ng agents for district 5 supervising work which we
ted to sections of the town. These, too, have long since gone out
Ceness ikt Sis ; offices that the following pages conce:
themselves.

The mos?t lis C school district.
In common witl rﬁice—
tional system ) able
data does not give in detail the methc dlS“

tricts and the exact functions of their sebh are enough facts
to indicate the general trends, and when these facts are viewed collec-

tively they present an excellent picture of the part the school districts
played in Pittsfield's community life

There is nothing to indicate that schooling in any organized form
existed during the plantation period, and the exigencies of the establisgh-
ment of town government apparently n;c]udcl it from consideration during
the first year following the incorporation in 1761. At the town meeting of

Mazs 1 ¢462, however, it was voted to raise 22, 8s for schooling, this
sumt to be divided between the east and west sections of the town.t On
flarch 95, 1763 it was voted to allot E16 for schooling and an additional
L24 to build two school houses, one at each end of the town, a committee
of five being appointed to select sites and superintend the construction.
t the town was not unanimous in its support of this move is shown by
that at another meeting nine days later, the whole matter was re-
ed and it was voned *har no money should be raised for schooling
cceeding year.® The matter qf building a schoolhouse was brought
up again on June 27 of uhat year, and once more met with defeat.4 The de-
mand for schools continue*, however, and apparently spread in scope,for in
1764 it was voted to rais LSO for schooilng to be divided between three
districts,and while a committee of three was chosen to supervise the ex-
penditure of this money,there is nothing to indicate the extent to which the
three districts were organized. No action appears to have been haken the
focllowing year,but in 1766, a committee of five was chosan to select sites
for three schoolhouses,5 and James Easton was commissioned to build the

1. Town Records, T, 43, See entry 34.
B Ebida 62,

3. Idem.

4o Thid . p. 64;
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schools at a cost not to exceed L36 . 1

Further exvension was evidenced in 1772, when two more districts were
established These were in the north-east and south-west sections of the
town respectively, the three original areas having become known as the east,
west, and center school districts The appropriation made by the town that
year was for L60.2 The next year schoolhouses were built in these two new
districts, with the financial help of Rev. Allen (referred to in earlier
sketches), who pledged L6 yearly for five years, and the town increased its
appropriation for the five districts to £100 3

‘ The school district system was now well established, annual appropri-
ations by the town for the several districts continuing to increase as
expansion occurred A prudential committee of representatives from each
district was appointed at each annual town meeting There is no indication
that this committee met or functioned as a whole to control the entire school
system, but it would rather appear that each district managed its own affairs,
with its own local organization elected by the inhabitants of the respective
districts. 4 By 1797 there were nine school districts,d and in 1801 a tenth
was added.® The maximum of fifteen organized school districts appears to

have been reached in 1844 .7

An article appeared in the warrant for the annual meeting in 1781, "to
see if the town will raise money to set up a grammar school to save the town
from a fine "8 The result was a vote that "the selectmen be instructed to
inform the grand jurymen that the town is not deficient in maintaining school
both summer and winter, although a grammar school is not maintained."9 A
grammar school was established in 1792, however, and was held in the new
townhouse .10 It continued to function until 1828 when the town voted "instead
of appropriating money for a Latin grammar school, the money be voted to the
several school districts. "1l

The year 1824 brought a change pertaining to the apportiomment of
appropriated funds to the various districts. Hitherto this had been done
exclusively by the selectmen, but in that year the assessors were added to

Town Records, I, 122, See entry 34.
Thidas pe 40

Ehidey pe 150

Smith, opv eib., TIL, 135,

Town Records, III, 13, see entry 34.
Ibidisin: 0B,

Thide V656

oaidi e 908

Smith = op. el TT S 6
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Town Records, IV, 185, see entry 34.
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the committee entrusted with this task.l The following year brought
another change aimed at improvement of organization. It was felt that
undue haste and lack of care had hitherto been exercised in nominating
members to the prudential committee. It was voted, therefore, that each
district, if it so desired, should elect at some regular meeting of its

own a representative to the prudential committee for the ensuing year,

and present its choice to the annual meeting of the town.2 A still more
important change occurred in 1827. In order to comply with recently enacted
state requirements relative to schools, the town elected its first general
school committee with centralized supervision over the entire school system {(seg |
ecsay on School Committee}, although the prudential committee continued as the J
direct administrators of the district schools which they re resented.d

Dissatisfaction with the standards of education attained in the schools
resulted in the prudential committee elected in 1837 being specifically or-
dered to investigate the schools and to report at the next town meeting.4
This committee, consisting of the fourteen regular district representatives,
apparently failed to satisfy the town with its progress, for later in the :
vear the moderator and selectmen were authorized to appoint a special com-
mittee of seven to undertake this task As an incentive each member was |
voted a grant of fifty cents for each school which he might visit.® The

“ensuing report was caustic to an extreme, and presented the facts in an
outspoken manner which must have left little room for self-satisfied com-
placency in the town, as far as.its educational system was concerned. It
commented on "the deficiency of competent teachers ..... the general neglect
of a systematic and thorough examination of teachers and of schools ... the
influence of private and select schools by which common schools are devprived
of patronage ... the salutary provisions of the statutes disregarded alike by
the town, its officers and by parents " Then followed suggested remedies for
these evils, which were readily adopted by the town.6 Further to facilitate
the improvement in the school system, the next annual meeting voted that each
school district should have its own prudential committee,” and also in-
structed the selectmen to require evidence of the proper approval of teachers’
gqualifications by the general school committee before issuing salary orders
to the treasurer.S8

S

|
|
4

The scarcity of available records makes it difficult definitely to
define the actual methods of operation of the districts themselves, and the
functions of their officers. The following data is compiled from the

1. Town Records, IV, 52, see entry 34.
9. Ibid., p. 79

3. Thid. ps 148,

4. Thid, p 4v4,

5, Tbide, p: 476.

62 Thbid,, p. 478,

7% iIbid., p. 495,

8 Ibids, p: 498;
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problem was that of heating the schoolhouse. In the meeting of April 9,
1824, it was first voted that each member of the district should contribute
firewood-- on this occasion half a cord, to be cut to a specified size and
delivered to the school by a specified date.l ZLater on, this method seemg
to have been abandoned, and the wood was purchased. In the meeting of
March 15, 1866, the district voted to acquire its fuel supply by ordering
the moderator to act as auctioneer to receive‘'bids for delivery of the re-
quired firewood, after appointing a special committee to receive and ex-
amine the wood when purchased.® Apparently the inhabitants had ideas of
the conversion of their timber supply, for at the same meeting they voted
that parents should be required to set out two trees for each child in their
family, childless inhabitants to set out three trees.® An indication of the
independent spirit maintained by the districts is given by a vote passed in
1856 ordering the prudential committeeman "to exclude all children who do
nct belong to our school,"4

Subsequent to the passage in 1869 of a state law abolishing school
districts, its application in Pittsfield was inevitable. The transition
took place in 1870, though not without strong opposition by the fourteen
districts then in operation, who were resentful over the loss of their
direct authority and were reluctant to submit to the centralized control
of the town school committee. The action by the town meeting included the
formation of a joint committee consisting of the selectmen and the school
committee to appraise all district school property, to tabulate indebted-
ness, and to submit their findings to the assessors. Thus ended the reign
of school district organizations which, during their existence of more than a
century, created out of nothing the foundation of the present impressive
educational system of Pittsfield. Progress outmoded the districts, but
they had filled an important place in the life of their time and community.9

Pittsfield must have been one of the first to organize a fire district
under the original general act empowering villages or districts to estab-
lish fire departments.® This became effective on April 16, 1844, as by
petition to selectmen on April 29, 1844, the voters initiated a move to
establish "the Center School District, the East Center School District,
and the West Center School District" as a fire district.’ By June 8 the
officers required by the law, a chief engineer, assistant engineers, a
prudential committee, and a clerk, had been chosen, and $2100 had been
appropriated to provide initial funds for the new civic unit.

The report of a committee at a meeting on

1. Minutes of Meetings of the Twelfth School District of Pittsfield
and the Fourth School District of Dalton, Meeting of April 9, 1824.
2. Ibid., March 15, 1866.
Idem.
Lbad s Maeeh 108565
Town Records, VII, 16, 17, see entry 34.
Acts, 1844, ch. 152.
Records, Fire District, I, see entry 995,
Ehadess pp. B5=5.
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June 20 led to a vote authorizing the purchase of 2 new engines, 600 feet
of hose, 3 fire hooks, 150 feet of ladders, a hook and ladder wagon, and the
erection of an engine house, a hook and ladder shed, and 9 cisterns and con-
ductors at a total cost of $2869. To man this equipment required 54 engine-
men, 20 hosemen, and 20 hook and ladder men, beside the other officers.l

Before November 12, 1844 an enginehouse 30 feet square and 2 stories
high had been erected upon town land near the Episcopal Church (approximately
where the Central Fire Station now stands), and 6 cisterns had been con-
structed at scattered puints in the village. Apparatus and equipment were
in hand. The first engine company, "No. 1, Housatonic Engine Company," of
37 men, had been mustered in.? Bylaws governing the fire departmentd were
adopted.4

Between 1844 and 1853 the "Pontoosuc" and "Greylock" companies joined
the department5 (the latter was a hook and ladder company). We are without
original data for the early history of the third company because of the
destruction of records by fire,6 but it appears to have been formed and its
engine purchased by the railroad company. The enginehouse stood near the
railroad station and the majority of the men were the railroads employees.
Called originally "Eagle Company," it came to be known as the "Taconic
Company™ and later the "S. W. Morton Company."” Before 1869 all engines and
other apparatus were handdrawn, but in that year arrangements were made to
hire fire horses,B a practice continued until the town became a city.

It may be inferred from the records that for several years prior to
1870 the townsmen were growing more and more dissatisfied with their fire
department. In that year there was elected a new chief engineerg, who pro-
ceeded to oust the old corps of assistants engineers. A survey of existing
conditions, presented by him in a frank report, must have shocked the voters.
"Hose cart very bad ... so that 300 feet of hose was all that could be car-
ried." The "machine™ of "Pontoosuc No. 2 ... was entirely useless, and the
joists and floor of the engine room had fallen to the ground."l0 The con-
dition of both apparatus and engine hose of Taconic No. 3 was bad, and all
three engines needed overhauling. In the same report a description of a
serious fire reflects the impaired morale of the men. When the alarm was

1. Records, Fire District, I, 7-9, see entry 995.

2. SEbid s ppacd -5

O o hehay 18445 chi 153, ‘Sec.: 8.

4 Records, Fire District, I, 16-21, see entry 995.
Beedbide. peAY:

6. Smith, op. cit., pp. 552-3.

7. Town Reports, 1868, pp. 12, 13, see entry 979.

8. Thid.;, 1869] D 146,

9 Records, Fire Districts, I, 154, see entry 995.
10. Fire District Reports, 1869, pp. 5-9, see entry 1003.
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given "the fire companies were promptly on the ground," but "the hydrant

was opened before the coupling of hose was screwed on, - it was necessary
to shut the hydrant to screw on the hose. When this was done the main pipe
broke on North Street ... so that all force of water --- was lost, and it

was necessary to fall back on the tanks (i.e. old cisterns) for a supply

of water; while changing for the engines the fire gained rapidly and soon
the whole block was in flames."l As the result of the "mew broom" physical
faults were remedied and the depleted rosters of the several companies filled
up with new men.?2

On June 20, 1871 the town voted to purchase two steam fire engines to be
put in charge of the fire district,d and they were p1t in commission January 22,
1872.4 1Ironically not a single fire occurred from April 1, 1872 to Aprill
1873 9 From that time to the merging of the fire department in the city
govermment in 1891 nothing particularly notable occurred except for the in-
stallation of an electric fire alarm system in 1883 6

In 1881 there had been 4 fire houses, 3 steam fire engines, 3 hose carts,
2 hook and ladder trucks, 1500 feet of leather hose, a large assortment of %
and apparatus, 70 public and 5 private hydrants, and 16 water storage tanks.
Tne personnel comprised 175 men beside the chief and assistant engineers. The
final report, for the year 1890, shows 195 firemen, 101 hydrants, 27 alarm
boxes, and 6500 feet of cotton rubber lined hose The salaries of the officers,
always small, and the part-time compensation of a few firemen, definitely marked
the fire department as a volunteer organization throughout its entire history
under the town govermment.?

Perhaps the most important development within the fire district was its
water system. On May 13, 1852 the General Court authorized the fire district,
by and through the agency of three commissioners, to take Ashley Pond in the
adjoining town of Washington "for public purposes."8 This was the result
of action at several fire district meetings in 1851 9 The commissioners were
to have three years to complete the work of bringing the water into the village.ll
Not long before July 1, 18561l the act was accepted by both townl2 and fire

1. Fire District Reports, 1869, pp. 5-9, See entry 1003.

e DG 870OL Spp . -5

3. Town Records, V, 120, see entry 34.

4. Records, Fire District, I, 190, see entry 995; Fire District

Reports, 1872, p. 8, see entry 1003. :

5. Fire District Reports, 1873, p. 3, See entry 1003.

60 Iibild, ¢ 1883 ppi i Eo5E

Yo Tibid s 1890 =, 96

8¢ Acitsy 1852, ch. 200,

9 Hape Districht Repontes &, 36, 405 45, see entry 1003.
10. Acts, 1852. e P
11. Records, Pittsfield Water Department, No. 1, p. 15, see entry 997,
12. Town Records, V, .293, .see entry 34.
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districtl and the plant was completed at a cost of $44,452.2

The authority of the commissioners expired with the completion of the
water works,d but the district continued the board in office,4 designating
them "water .commissioners" by a vote of 1863.°2 In 1867 the cormissioners
were authorized to employ a superintendent of works.6 By 1868 the system
had become practically self-supportimg as far as annual maintenance was con-
cerned, and in that year the total capital or construction cost had amounted
to $71,666.7 Acting under authority of chapter 163 of the Acts of 1874, ac-
cepted by the district on April 20, 1874,8 the waters of Sackett’s Brook
in Dalton, another adjoining town, were added to the existing water supply
for an increase of 500,000 gallons per day.9 This cost the district $17,915.10
In 1882 began the metering of water to manufacturing and business establish-
ments, livery stables, hotels, railroad yards and stations.ll Raceipts from
water rents increased from $5514 in 186812 to $16,024 in 1881;lS during the
same period the aggregate construction costs had mounted to $196,027.14 At
the end of the township era the water system represented a capital investment
of $284,615.15 Great credit for the successful development of this most
important municipal service must be accorded in large measure to William R.
Plunkett and to John Feeley (the "new broom" of the fire department), water
commissioners from 1864 to 1891

The history of sidewalks, common sewers and main drains began in 1866
Wwith agitation regarding unsanitary conditions in the town, as a result of
which the General Court empowered a three-man board to construct these civic
necessities.16 That act, and the succeeding one in 1878,17 constituted the
legal authority for a quasi-independent board, clothed with power to make
bylaws and regulations relating to matters under its control, including the
removal of snow and ice, dead animals and refuse, from sidewalks. These

1. Records,Fire District, I, 58, see entry 995

2. Records, Pittsfield Water Department, I, L85 See enuvry 997
S ehia 1852 iche 21 Oi e dee ii5

4. Ibid., sec. 55 Eire Records;. T, 72, See entry 995.

5. Records, Fire District, I, 96, see entry 995.

6" Tbidy, pe Llibg

7. Fire District Reports, 1868, pp. 3-16, see entry 1003.

8. Records, Fire District, IT, 10, See entry 995

e Hirc District Reports 1874 wpp. o, 2, see entry 1003.
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1ls  Records; Hire District; Tl 161 See entry 995.
12. Fire District Reports, 1868, 3-16, See entry 1003.
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acts gave the board authority to im?ose betterment taxes upon properties
benefited by the work of the board.  On May 13, 1867 the firstqincumbents
were elected to serve at a salary of $5 per day when employed,® and soon
after main drains and sewers were laid_in the two most important business
thoroughfares, North and West Streets.” Up to 1880 the comstruction account
of this department amounted to $53, 292 4 The final account, at the end

of the town government, cannot be accurately deduced from the reports, but
it was substantially larger. In 1890 appropriations totaled $i2,700, againgt

$5,561 of revenue collected from sidewalk, sewer and common drain assessment&5

Moreover, these appropriations were expended by the oommissonerg on their
own authority without interference by the prudential committee.® The town
tax collector collected all taxes assessed by the district Monies_for this
department were paid out by the treasurer upon order of the board.

Except as qualified by the special legislation heretofore described,
the prudential committee, provided for in section 12 of chapter 152 of the
Acts of 1844, had care of all monies raised by taxation, from which payments
were made by the town treasurer upon orders of the committee.8 In addition
the board had general supervision over the property and affairs of the
district and acted as a coordinating instrumentality for the several
partially independent departments which have just been described. Under its
direct control was the matter of street lighting and illumination by gas,
which was started in April 1864.

The last report of the prudential committee, dated December 31, 1890,
listed as follows its assets and liabilities which were about to be turned
over to the new city govermment: Assets $456,706, fixed liabilities
$213,000 plus current expenses The ancient boundaries by school districts
had been altered by legislative act, with specific monuments, directions
and distances.l!

1.Acts, 1867, 1878; Records, Fire Dagbeieit By ion: see entry 995.
2.Records, Fire District,I, 120,121, See entry 995,

oL Ebiidt ipne 125 1'262

4.Fire District Reports, 1880, p.23; 1881 pp 2052 see entry 1003.
5, Ibidy, 1891, pp. 25,26,

6.Acts, 1867, Dec. 14.

7.1den.

8.Lbid., 1844, ch. 152, sec. 12,13.

9.2ccords, Fire District, I, 99, See entry 995,
10.Fire Listrict Reports, 1891, P. 24, see entry 1003
11.Acts, 1878, ch. 120, sec. 17
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In the transition from the early town meeting form of govermment to
the present highly-developed municipal structure, many of the older town
and city offices were superseded by more modern ones or were discontinued
altogether as the town outgrew the necessity for their operation.
Tithingmen, animal reeves, and certain surveyors and wardens were among
} those offices abolished when no longer needed. Other offices, like the
&5 5 highway surveyors and the selectmen, were followed by offices whose func-
‘ tions and powers were broadened, restricted, or otherwise altered.

The board of selectmen was the chief administrative body over all
town affairs throughout the entire corporate existence of Pittsfield as a
3 townug The board consisted of three members usually, although in some
years five and even seven were elected.® As in other towns of the
Commonwealth, and under enabling legislation passed at various times by
{ the General Court,- the selectmen of Pittsfield often filled offices and
performed duties other than those concerned directly with the administration
, of the town's executive affairs. At times this was done to fill in for
officers specifically elected to certain posts, while at other times the
town voted additional powers and duties to the selectmen. We therefore
j find the selectmen performing the duties involved in caring for tvhe town
poor in the early days as part of the general routine of their offices
and it was not until 1841 that a board of overseers of the poor was created
formally. The selectmen were thereupon named "selectmen and overseers of
the poo_r',"5 and they continued to carry the burden of both departments
until the adoption of the city form of govermment.® In the same way the
selectmen were usually the assessors, in some years assuming the duties
automatically and in others acting upon instructions voted at the town
meeting,v For nearly a hundred years they acted in all town matters re-
garding hgalth and sanitation(until the establishment of a board of health
in 1866);" even after the creation of a formal health department the
selectmen sometimes exercised certain powers in this field.

1. For the statutory functions of the offices and departments men-
tinned in this section, see our forthcoming volume on Town and City
Government in Massachustts.

2. The election of selectmen began in 1761 and continued.-until the
city charter was accepted, see Town Records, I, 28 et sequitor, entry 34.
Town Records, I, 28,201, see entry 34.

. Ibid., I, 28 to IV, 549 passim
Ibid., IV, 549,
Ibid., IV, 549, et sequitor.

Ibid., I, 28, et sequitor.
o Ibid.; VI, 130, see entry 34.
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An outstanding instance of this occurred in 1776, when a vote of the
town meeting permitted smallpox inoculations only if permission were
granted by ‘the selectmen.

One phase of town govermment over which the selectmen always main-
tained active control was the administration of law and order. The earliest
town records show orders issued to constables, wardens, and other officials,
bearing the signatures of the selectmen.® At times the board of selectmen
were ordered by the town meeting to "draw up such bylays as are necessary
to preserve the peace, good order and internal quiet of the town";5 at
other times they were authorized to petition the Commonwealth for the estab-
lishment of a police court in Pittsfield,™ to supervise the construction
of a lockup,5 to appoint permanent policemen, to prescribe regulations
regarding the restraint and control of dogs, to enact measures concerning
tramps and vagrants, to act in cases of school truancy and delinquency.

In general the selectmen were charged with providing the town with necessary
restrictions and regulations for the protection of the lives and properties
of its citizens.”

Very closely parallelling the constant control of the selectmen in
law and order was their authority to act in most matters affecting Pitts-
field's finances. From the earliest years the% were permitted to authorize
the borrowing of certain sums for town needs Acting as the board of
assessors, or in cooperation with separately elected boards of assessors,
they helped to control the extant of the levies from which expenses of
town operation were to be met 9 The selectmen submitted budgets for the
various branches of town work in years when no finance committee or similar
body functioned, approved or rejected the budget estimates of some de—
partments, and made requests to the town for special appropriatiocns when
needed.t0 An anmial town meeting gave official recognition of the selectmen's
authority to submit budgets in 1880, while a few years earlier they had
been declared personally responsible for any payment of bills in excess of
the town's order. ! Committees on auditing, budget, debt funding, and a

1. Town Records, I, 206-238 passim, see entry 34.
2. Ibid., I-IX, passim.
S SEbid e 9
40 Thid. 7. 165
Dee - Ibids, p. 309, |
bl Ebide i 269 {
7. Ibid., I-IX passim, see entry 34. |
8. Idem |
9. Idem
10. Idem; see also entries 978,979,
11. Town Records, VIII, 287, see entry 34.

=

Ibid., p. 432.
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number of special committees made regular reports to the selectmen; and
they in turn made periodical repirts regarding finance to the town in the
annual reports of town officers.

In addition to their regular functions in corporate administration,2
the selectmen functioned in special cases not covered by statute or or—
dinance. During the War of 1812 the selectmen made purchases of munitions
for the defense of the town, 3 two years later they were given authority
to increase the local militia, obtain proper training and equipment for it,

“ and to give aid to the families of men in the war service.4 The first

formal step in the procurement of an adequate water supply for the town
was taken by the selectmen when they made an appealto the General Court
for a sgparate water sys*em5 They were usually the negotiating body for
the town in the issuance of franchises and permitg for electric lighting,
street transportation and other public utilities

While the board of selectmen exercised major control over the high-
ways and streets, there were varying numbers of highway surveyors or
other elected or appointed officials through waom street repairs, main-
tenance and layout were actually conducted Three men were elected to
survey the highways at the first town meeting but as the number of streets
and highways increased, additions to the number of surveyors were made
During some years the selectmen themselves were the surveyors, employing
a superintendent of highways to work under their direction. Like their
supervision over matters affecting the highways and streets, the control
of the selectmen over the protection of consumers, the inspection of cer-
tain important commodities, and the regulation of animals within the town

>

(=B E
limits was usually delegated to other officers. Deer, hog, and horse
reeves were elected at the town meetings to protect these animals and to
safeguard the tewn from possible nuisance connected with their rurning at
large. A town poynd was operated for dogs and other domestic animals,
with a poundkeeper in charge who was elected by the town the first year
and either elected or appointed by the selectmen thereafterf,7

1. Town Reports, see entry 979.

2. The selectmen during most of the early history of the town were
its overseers of the poor and sometimes the board of health. Their acti-
vities in these two important departments are covered in their individual
sketches.

3. Town Records, III, 301, See entry 34

4. - Tbid.; pp. 348-350.

ol libid iy Ve 82

6. See entries 1041-1047 inclusive.

7. The first poundkeeper was elected in 1778; in 1893 the office
was combined with that of field driver. See Town Records, II, 16 to
VIII, 263, entry 34; Records of the Mayor, Aldermen and City Council,
in Records of the City Council, II, 86, See entry 12
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The inspection of leather was undertaken in 1761, the sealer of weights
and measures being also designated sealer of leather * From one to three
sealers were elected annually thereafter until 1823, the last year that the
office appears in the records © From 1763 to 1766 surveyors of wheat
appeared in the town records,3 surveyors of clapboards and shingles were
appointed intermittently,4 and from time to time there were gaugers of
liguor,® measurers of wood,6 a viewer and sealer of moulds,r’7 inspectors
of nails,® and inspectors of lime 9 The office of liquor agent appears
in the records for some years, this official being more directly concerned
with the sale and taxation of liquors than in the regulation of f?eir
quality 10 An inspector of petroleum is shown in one year, 1881, " but the
office was not entirely identical with the later petroleum inspector estab-
lished under provisions of the General Court, the duties of whose office
involved regulation of the premises on which petroleum was sold or stored.1?
Some of the town offices which no longer exist became defunct when
there was no longer any need for them, among these being many offices con-
cerned with animal control or the regulation of certain commodities
However, others, like the choristers and the tithingmen, eventually were
discontinued in all Massachusetts towns Some, like the early wardens and
the firewards, had their functions carried on by other and more modern
officers(the police and fire department at the present time perform the
duties once assigned to the wardens and the firewards respectively) There
were a few, however, which were created only at times when there were
special needs requiring them; these emergencies passed, the particular
department would go out of existence as a matter of course During one
period when the prevalence of smallpox called for town action, for instance,
a town vaccinator was appointed by the board of selectmen 14 This officer
was paid a certain amount for each person vaccinated In much the same
manuner, the town appointed a committee on inspection and correspondence
during the Revolution, the committee having seven members and seeking to
provide a link between the war activities of Pittsfield and other

Town Records, I, 29, see entry 34
dipid Y3
Ibid , I, 61-90 inclusive.
id , I, 89 to IX, 443 passim
Ebaid s, Sl 286 G0 LT 371
This officer appears in the records from 1790 to 1932, see
Town Records, II, 265, Appointments by Mayor, Mar 6, 1933, see entry 12.
7 Town Records, III, 40, see entry 34
8 Idem
© Elected in 1795 and appointed by the selectmen in 1798, sece
Town Records, II, 394 to IFil, 81 passim , see entry 34
10 1866 to 1890, see Town Reccrds, VI, 100 to IX, 445, entry 34
1L Minutes of Meetings of Selectmen, 1874-81, I, 37, see entry 978.
162 General Laws, ch 148, sec 20
13. Town Records, I, 42, see entry 34
14 Mimutes of Meetings of Selectmen, 1874-1881, p. 30, See entry 978
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Defunct Offices-
Town and City

Massachusetts communities.l This body, increased to eleven members later,
disappears from the records at the conclusion cf the Revolutionary War,
Another such committee was formed during the War of 1812, called the
conmittee on public safety and correspondence.2 Its duties were similar

to those of the earlier committee, and, like its predecessor, it functioned
only while needed.

Of somewhat longer life was the board of sinking fund commissioners,
formed in 1880 when the town established a sinking fund. S This committee
had supervision over the fund the town had set aside to amortize the town
debt and was retained through the period when the city form of government
was adcpted until the termination of the office in 1929.

Since the adoption of the city form of government, municipal management
has become considerably more stable and the number of discontinued or
abolished offices has been fewer. A board of sewer commissioners was estab-
lished in 1891,4 its duties later being taken over by the board of public
works. O Surveyors of lumber were elected in 1893 and annually thereafter
until 1931;7 the office existed a year longer, its incumbents being apvointed
by the mayor. In some years a tree warden was appointed, but the work of
caring for trees within the city was usually a function of the public
works department.8

Two of the most recent offices to be established and later discon-
tinued are the board of survey and the unemployment commission. The
former was formed under an enabling act of the General Court in 19239 and
functioned until 1937, when the planning board assumed its duties. The
unemployment commission consisted of 12 members at the time of its forma-
tion, and had authority to provide employment for welfare recipients in
return for public aid given to them 10 This committee has céarried out pro-
jects of municipal gardens, mosquito-control, wood-cutting, highway devel-
opment, and many others

Town Records, I, 176,177, See entry 34
Ebide; SR 23008
Tbide, " ViREG G360
. Records of Mayor and Aldermen and City Council, I, 63, in Records
of the City Council, see entry 12
o, lctig; 1895, ch.’ 302, sec.. 53
6. Records of Mayor and Aldermen and City Council, II, 86, in Records
of the City Council, see entry 12
s clibdd e, TVE 58
8. Municipal Register, 1891-1939 passim, see entry 1.
9. Records of the Board of Aldermen, Feb 14, 1923, in Records of
the City Council, see entry 12.
10. Orders of the City Council, 1932, no. 30, see entry 40.
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The following manuscrints are located in the lMassachusetts State beg
Archives, room 438, State House, Boston. to
ace
1. (ORIGINAL SURVEY CONI'I THE GENERAL, COURT), Dec. 8, 1738 el
1 sheet oy
"A Platt .of a Township granted by the General Court to the Town of Boston DO
and by the said Town of Boston sold to Hon[ora]ble Jacob Wendel, Esqgr. of ch,
the contents of six miles square including in said Plat a grant of 1000
acres made to the Hon[ ora ]ble John Stoddard, Esqr., which contains in the
whole 24,040 acres. The whole thereof is thus bonded, viz. Beginning at
a stake with stones about it the Smiubh “Ls ]t corner nigh a small run of
water abouu a mile and a halfe east of Houseatunnick River, from said stake
the line extends No. 204 Et., 462 chain 31 links to a Hemlock tree marked on a
hill the No. Et. corner. From thence the line runds Wt. 204 No. 520
to a Beach tree marked upon a steen hill with Ston's about it the No )e
corner. From thence So. 204 Wt. 462 chain 31 links to a Hemlock “LaPJWN‘ by bl
a little brook marked with stones about it being the So. Wt. corner From for
thence Et. 204 So. 520 chain to the stake and stones first mentioned. which col
said township is lying aboyt five miles No. No. Et. from the Indian town on 17
Housatunnick River in the County of Hampshire Platted by a scale of 48 Tl
chain in an ineh. Sept. 27, 1738." Signed by John Huston, surveyor In | re.
cludes attestation of W[illiam]| Pynchon, Jun[io]r. Just[ice] of P{e}ﬁcfe] ne
"Hampshire Co., Springfield, Oct. 4, 1738. John Huston appearing made oath el
that in platting and surveying the land described in the Platt aforesaid Do

he acted therein indifferently and impartially according to his best skil
and judgment.” "In the House of Representatives Dec. 5, 1738, Read and or
dered that the Plat be accepted and allowed and the lands therein delineated

and described be and hereby are confirmed to the town of Boston and their re

assigns Torever (exclusive of the one thousand acres grant made to the Hon to
ourable John Stoddard, Esgr. within mentioned] and is in full satisfaction an
of one of the three townuhlpd granted by this Court to the said town of Boston to

at their session begun and held at Boston May 28, 1735, nrovided the said

town of Boston or their assigns effectually comply with and fulfill the con
ditions of the grant; and that the platt exceeds not the quantity of twenty
four thousand and forty acres of land, and interferes not with any other or

former grant. Sent up for concurrence In Council, Dec. 8, 1738, read and au
concurred. Consented to, J(onathan) Belcher, (Governor)." Hdw. 2 pp. 15 x 12 17
("™aps and Plans," Vol. 12, pp. 5, 6).
2. (MEMORTIAL AND PETITION CO ICLRmI“u EXECUTION OF DEEDS), May 1749
2 sheets

Memorial of Jacob Wendel of Boston to Governcr William Shirley, the Council, L
and the House of Representatives, Acwing that since he had purchased from ir
the town of Boston one of the townships laid out and confirmed at a place Pe
cailed Poontoosook he had sold to whh Stoddard and Philip Livingston at g
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[0_5] State Archives

twro-thirds of the land. Together they had agreed to bring a settlement
there agreeable to the General Court. Setiling rights were not completely
disposed of before lir. Stoddard's death. Includes netition from Mr. Wendel
begging that Mrs. Prudence Stoddard, wife of Ir. John Stoddard, be allowed
to execute deeds to the remaining lots purchased by her husband, with an
accounting being made for Mr. Stoddard's heirs not of age at the time.
emorial and petition were read in Council June 9, 1749, and consented to
7 Governor Shirley.. Hdw. 3 pp. 7 x 120 (M Downs W 17421757 iyel 1156
504-526). For printed version of petition, see Province Resclves, X1V,
L. 4, pp. 264-265.

(@)ie) S

tion of certain inhabitants of Poontoosuck to Lieutenant Governor Phips,
Council, and the House of Representatives. These petitioners state

N ad moved to tae above towns with the understanding that others

3. (PETITION G CRDER TAX ON NONRESIDEWTS) | Nov. 7, 1752. 2 sheets.

[

L
evl

.*.S

obligated as land grantees would Qluo settle there. Disappointed i
expectations, many failed to bring setilement as agr

=d and the peti g
that they be relieved of scme of the heavy pub "ges by reguesting
the nonresidents be taxed, She money to be us Tor securing a nreacher
for those already settled there, and for the making of their roads to further
ormunications. It was read in the House of Representatives on November 28,
1752, and ordered that the petitioners notify the nonr sidents by inserting
the substance of the petition in the Boston Gazette for 3 Weeks. The non-
residents were asked to show at the next Court sitting just cause why the
petition should not be granted. It was read and concurred in Council Nov-
ember 29, 1752. Hdw. 3 po. 75 X 10:. ("Towns," 1751-1754, vol. 116,
pn. 251-253).

’_‘J

a
e

. 4, ()“TITI N FOR AUTHORITY T¢ HOLD PROPRIFTORS' HEETINGS AND CCOWDUCT
FFAIRS), May 1753%. 1 sheet.

Petition of Jacob Ensigne and others, proprietors of set
township f Poontcosuck, to Lieutenant Governor Spencer ps, the Council,
and the House of Representatives. Jacob Wendell had Dlrcncsed from the
town of Boston tie above township and had admitted with him 60 others as
proprietors of settling-lots. Because of the war they had not carried out
Lﬁthin the time limit the dubties enjoined by the General Court. When they
later brought settlements to btas Scwnship they learned they had no power
to hold meesings, and raise taxes. They wsre now netiticning the Court to

uthorize them the powers denied so far. Hdw. 1 p. 7L x 12%, ("Towns,"”
1701-1754, Vol . 11650 p. B0

For printed version of this petition, see Province Resolves, XV, ch, 15,

D153
L. D

tling-lots in the
i

5. (GENZRAL COURT ORDER TO CALL IEETING OF PROPRIETORS), June 11,
1763 dishecti.
In House of Representabtives, upon the oetition of certain proprietors of
Poontosuck, it was voted that "Joseph Dwight Issue his warrant for calling
a meeting of the Proprietors of the house lots in the township of Poontosuck

on the Housatonock River, directed to one of the nrinciple Prounrietors of

£
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said lots, requiring him to set up notification of meeting in said town
ship setting forth the time, place, occasion of such meeting twenty days
beforehand which meeting shall be holden in said township and such of the
said Proprietors as are present at said meeting shall be authorized and
impowered by a major vote to grant monies for building a Meeting House, said
Meeting House to be set in a central location as also for the settlement
and support of a minister and building of bridges, etc and also impowered
to make an exchange or part of the school lot for part of said mill lot with
the Proprietor of the mill lot in order for accommodating of the mills, and
are further impowered to choose clerks, assessors, collectors and a treasurer
for said Proprietors and also 1mpowered to choose committees to manage their
public affairs who shall be accountable to said Proprietors, and that all
rates and taxes that may be raised for purposes aforementioned shall be laid
upon the 60 house lots, each an equal part, exclusive of the minister's
ministry and school lots, etc., and that said Proprietors at said meeting may
agree upon a method of calling meetings of the said Proprietors for the fu-
ture until the further order of this Court, provided nothing contained Jm
this order shall superceed the order of this Court in April last etc."
Council, read and concurred, with an amendment. In House of Represen
amendment read and concurred. Consented to by Lieutenant Governor Pi ips
Hdw.. 2 pp. 7% T2t - (UTowns, " 1751=1754, vols 118, pp. B72L <573

For printed version of this order, see Province Resolves, XV, ch. 15,
JONoRs LB A

6. (PETITION #OR REDIVISION OF LAND), Dec. 1753. 2 sheets

Memorial of Jacob Wendel of Boston to Governor Shirley, Council, and House
of Representetives, showing that "your Memorialist with sundry others were
in various propocrtion Proprietors of a township called Pontoosuck lying in
common and undivided, and that Charles Goodrich of the Proprietors aforesaid
at Springfield in Septembar 1752 preferred his Petition to the Justices of
the Superior Court then there sitting praying for & division of said land.
etc.; (Petitioners state that) this division was made and accepted "without
any proper notice given ‘your Mem[ori]alist thereof and without his having

ny knowledge but what transient and accidental and also that the method in
1ich said distributors proceeded in making the division was such as that
et inequality and injustice might justly be feared, therefore your Memo
list prays your Excellency and Honors that the uald division be vacated

@

nd

D

i
set aside and that other persons may be eppointed to meke a new and more
11 division thereof or that relief may be given and justice done your
itioners in the premises in such manner as your Excell[enc]y and Honours
shall think meet." In Council, Jan. 2, 1754, read and ordered that petitioner
notify the persons concerned in the pztition by causing the substance t0 be
inserted in the weekly newspaper 3 weeks successively, so thab they may "show
cause, if any, at next sitting of this court why prayer should not be granted,
all proceedings in consequence of the division already made of the lands men-
tioned in the petition being stayed in the meantime." In House of Representa-
tive, Jan. 2, 1754, read and concurred. In Council, April 16, 1754, read again,
together w1th the answer of Oliver Partridge and the replies of Timothy Dwight
and others. The committee appointed by the Superior Court for ma aking the par
tition ordered the consideration of this petition be referred to the next May
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session, and proceedings in consequence of the said partition were further
stayed in the meantime. In the House of Representatives, April 19754
read and concurred, with the amendment. In Council, April 19, 1754, read
and concurred. . Consented to by Governor Shirley. Hdw. 3 pp. 7% x 12%.
("Towms, " 1761-1754, vol. 116, pp. 491-493,}

For printed version of this petition, see Province Resolves, XV, ch.
10)5 18 S

O
(o2
Ul

7. (ANSWER TO PETITION FOR REDIVISION OF LAND) , Mar. 18, 1754. 1 sheet.
Answer of the committee appointed by the Superior Court to make nartition of
a township in the western part of the province, to the proprietors, relating
how tihey measured the outlines of the township and took an exact survey of all
the meadows in order to learn "the exact quantity of the upland and meddow
ant the situation and laying of the meddow as it is interspersed and inter-
mingled among the upland." They also state that they examined the quality of
the soil, the form of the surface of the land, and the timber growing on it.
They  then agreed how the partition should be made, settled it upon the platt
by computing every proprietor's proportion of meadow and uplend and detsrmined
how it should be laid out. They then deferred the service until spring. Late
in April and the beginning of May two of the committee were employed in the
service and before leaving the committee ordered that "if in running and
measuring the lines of partition it should turn cut contrary to expectation
and if the error was worthy of notice the committee should be informed that a
rectification might be ordered." They state they were always in agreement ,
and upon final examination see no reason to make any alteration, and "feel
sure that the uneasiness which may be in the minds of the Proprietors arises
from the mistakes of their informers who had something also on their mind be-
gides a strict regard to justice and the interest of those gent[lemen] they
have made uneasy." Hdw. 2 pp. 7% 12, ("Towns' 1751-1754, vol. 116,
pn. 495, 496.) :

8. (GENERAL COURT ORDER VOIDING DIVISICN OF LAND) , June 11, 1754.
1 sheet.

In Council, the petition of Jacob Wendel relative to the late division of
proprietors' lands in Poontoosuck was read again, with answers and other papers
in the case upon file in the Superior Court, showing that Charles Goodrich,
who petitioned for the division of the within — mentioned lands, has no au-
thority from the other proprietors to do so, but on the contrary, by his own
declaration upon oath in the case, was the only person who petitioned therefor.
Since it appears that only four of the Ffive persons appointed on the commitiee
by the Superior Court ever attended that service, it was therefore resolved
that the division be declared null and void. In House of Representatives, read
and concurred. Consented to by William Shirley (Governor). Hdw. 1 p.
75 x 8. , ("Towms," 1751-1754, wol. 116, p. 494} :

For printed version of this order, see Province Resolves, XV, ch. 25, n. 179.

9. (LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR OF CONNECTICUT REGARDING RETURN OF SOLDIERS) ,
Sept. 10, 1756% * 1 ‘sheelb.
Letter from Josiah Willard, Secretary of the lMassachusetts Bay Province, to
Thogmes Fiteh, Governor of Conneclticut, concerning Cocmnecticut soldiers who
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had been withdrawn from Stockbridge, and the fort at Pontoosuck which was
built by the Govermment of Connecticut. Fear of frentier attacks urged
the return of these soldiers, and Colonsl Israel Williams was sent to

Hartford to confer in behalf of the Massachusetts Bay Province. Hdw. 1 »,
B = 75, {"Colonial W 17243975 vel 216, cp. 2105A.)

10. (GENERAL COURT ORDER TO APPLY FOR SOLDIERS), March 10, 1756.
1 sheet.
In the House of Representatives on March 10, 1756, it was woted that
Israel Willaims be empowered and directed to apply to the Goverument of
Connecticut for a supply of 32 men — with pay and subsistence ther T
provided — to be posted at Stockbridge and Pontoosuck for their defcnse
Read and concurred in Council, March 10, 1756, and ccnsented to by vaernor

e

William Shirley. Hdw. 1 p. 6 z 7&. ("Colonial," 1724-1775, vol. 6,

p. 218-A.)

11. (ORDER OF GOVERNOR WILIIAM SHIRLEY TO ISRAEL WILLIAHS) Apre i7EE.

1 sheet.
Crder of Governor William Shirley to Israel Williams to repair to the
Governor of Connecticut and arrange for the return of scldiers to Stockbridge
and Pontoosuck Tor the defense of the inhabitants therein for possible fron-
tier attacks. The order expresses the responsibility of Connecticut Tor the
nﬂy and subsistence of these soldiers who would defend both Connecticut and
the Massachusetts Bay Province. Hdw. 1 ». 8 x Ql ("Colonial ™" 1724-1775,
Volni 6 e 221 )

12. (GENERAL COURT ORDER FOR DISMISSAL OF SOLDIERS), Jan. 11, 1757
1 sheet.
In the House of Representatives, on Jenuary 10, 1757, it was voted that the
Lieutenant Governor and Commander in Chief be reaquested to give orders for
] g
dismissing 15 men of the garrison posted at Fort Massachusetts, and 16 men

posted at Pontoosuck. It was also asked that he request the continuance of
the services of cne lieutenant at Fort Massachusetts to have command of the
two garrisons there, and one lieutenant to have command of the men at Colerain,

fzlltown, and Charlemont. It was further asked that there be a dismissal

during the winter season of the man in charge of armor on the western fronticrs.

Read and concurrsd in Council, January 11, 1757. Consented to by dcting
Governor Spencer Phips. Hdw. 1 p. 6 x 7%. ("™Military," 1756-175%, vol. 76,
i RN 4:.)

For »rinted version of this order, see Province Resolves, XV, cha. 278,
). 624, :

13. (GENERAL COURT ORDER REGARDING SUBSISTENCE OF SOLDIERS) , ‘Feb. 26,
7S 7as digheoet:
In the Hcuse of Representatives, February 26, 1757, it was voted to @ﬁ*ﬁblish
‘orts and garrisons for the defense of the castern and western fronti
Aceceordingly, it was voted that the men now UO"Ted at Pontoosuck by uhe
Government of Connecticut be subsisted at the char of the Massachusetts
Bay Province until the 10th of the next.July. Read and concurred in Council,
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February 26, 1757. Consented to by Acting Governor Spencer Phips. Hdw.
Lp. 6 x 7. (Military,” 1756-1757; wols 76, p« 360. )

For printed version of this order, sec Province Resolves, Yo eh o 415
v. 694.

14. (PETITION FOR CONTINUED PROTECTION), Harch 1757. 1 sheet.
Petition of Josiah Wright and others to Lieutenant Governor Spencer Phips,
the Council, and the House of Representatives, showing that while they ap-
preciated the originally adequate defense afforded them during the current
war, they wished to point out that the number of soldiers allotted was
ccnstantly being reduced. In the midet of a hard winter they found then
selves in fear of being easy prey for the enemy who, they felt, was still
to be reckoned with. They begged a more complete study of their situation
with resultant military aid for a while longer. Hdw. 1 p. 7% Xl
("Towns," 1756-1762, vol. 117, p., 28L.}

15. (GENERAL COURT ORDER FOR PROTECTION OF FRONTIERS) , Apr. 8, 1757.
3 sheets.

In the House of Representatives, on April 8, 1757, it was voted that certain
establishment be made to protect the frontiers, with sixteen men to be posted
at Pontoosuck to protect the western frontier. These men were to serve for
a period of 3 months, or until further order of the Court, and were to receive
4 shillings and 8 pence per week. Read and concurred in Council April 8,
1757 S Hdw. -5 pD- 7% e 12%. {"Military," 1756-1757, vol. 76, pp. 635-640.)

For printed version of the order, see Province Resolves, XI, ch. 448,
pp. 707-709.

16. (PETITION FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A FORT), Nov. 10, 1757. 1 sheet.
Petition of Stephen Crowfoot and others, inhabitants of Pontoosuck in the
county of Hampshire, to Governor Thomas Pownal, the Council, and the House
of Representatives, showing a desire to resettle their lots deserted in time
of war dangers. To do this, they begged leave to build a fort which would
nore adequately protect them from their present fears than the present fort,
the pay and subsistence of the eighteen men willing to build the fort and
Tortify the town being the responsibility of the lMassachusetts Bay Province.
Read and resolved in the House of Represéntatives, on January 5, 1758, that
their prayer be granted to the extent that the petitioners at their own
proper charge and expense build a suitable fort for themselves and their
families against the Indian enemy, and that the pay and subsistence of 10
men be allowed to the settlers from Harch first to November first, and that
his Excellency, the Captain General, be requested to give orders for enlisting
the settlers into service, alternately 10 at a time. Read and concurred in
Council, January 6, 1758. Hdw. 2 pp. 7t x 12. ("Towns," 1755-1762, vol.l17,
Dbes B2, BB

17. (PETITION FOR SECURITY OF FGRT), lay 24, 1758. 1 sheet.
lemorial and petition of Hezekiah Jones and others, inhabitants of Pontoosuck,
in the county of Hampshire, to Governor Thomas Pownall, the Council, and the
House of Representatives, showing that according to earlier orders from the
rreat and General Court they had built an excellent garrison in a suitable
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ce. They now awaited and petitioned Tor instructions from the Governor
regarding manning, securing, and regulating the garrison. Hdw. 1 p.

c 1 o }
7% x 125. ("Towns," 1755-1762, vol. 117, p. 434 }

18. (GENERAL COURT ORDER FOR INCORPORATION AS A TOWN), Apr. 7, 1761.
1 sheet.
In the House of Revnresentatives, on April 7, 1761, it was ordered that
Major Ashley, Colonel Partridge, Israel Williams, and others shall be
a committee to bring in a bill to incorporate the plantation called Pon-
toosuck into a town with town privileges. Read and concurred in Council,
Amreaile7s s oI s eHdwe - S n 6k Vi. (M TEowms 1 75B=1 7625 el . 117, v, 655:

i

INTO A TOWN BY NAME OF PITTSFIELD), April 21, 1761 1
"Whereas it hath been represented to this court !
plantation called PONTOOSUCK into a township will :
the growth thereof and remedy many inconveniences to which the inha

and Proprietors may be otherwise subjected. Be it enacted by the G

19. (ACT OF GENERAT CuURT E OR ERECTING NEW PLANTATION CALLED PONTCOSUCK
'TELD) -
(¢

(0]

overnor,

Council, and House of Revpresentatives (Sec l; that the plantation aforesaid,

bounded as follows viz North on New Framimzham so called; East partly on
Ashuelot ecquivalent and partly on unappropriated lands; South and West oa
unappropriated lands; be and hereby is erected into a town by the name of
PITTSFIELD, and that the inhabitants Lhercof be and hereby are invested with

all the powers, privileges, and immunities which the inhabitants of the
towns within this Province do enjoy. Saving - {Seo 2) - that the said Sown

shall not have liberty to send a representative to the General Court until
the general election in May, 1763. And be it further enacted - (Sec. 3)
that William Williams be and hereby is impowered to issue his warrant di-
rected to some principal inhabitant in said town to notify and warn the
inhabitants in said town, qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to meet
at such time and place as shall be therein set forth, to choose all such
officers as are or shall be required by law to manage the affairs of said
town. Provided never-the-less, - Sec. 4] that no inhabitant of said town
or Proprietors in the same excepting the original sixzty setitling Proprietors
or those who hold under them shall be obliged to pay any part or proportion
of the charge towards building a meeting house, settling the first minister
and the other charges within said town which the said original Proprietors
were obliged to perform either according to the tenor of their grant or 1o
any egreements already made by or among themselves. And be it further
enacted - (Sec. 5] - that all assessments of rates and taxes agreed upon
by said original Proprietors shall be in full force and may be levied and
collected in like manner as if this Act had not been made." In Council,
April 10, 1761, read a first and second time and passed to be engrossed.
In the House of Representatives, Apr. 10, read a first time; Apr. 11, read
a second time; Apr. 13, read a third time and passed in concurrence to be
engrossed. Passed April 21, 1761; published April 22, 1761. Hdw. 2 pp-
7 xd2e  {Wioyms 17551762 " vol 117, Py 6684 6597

For printed version of this act, see Province Laws, IV, ch. 34,

).

ppn. 434, 435.
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20. (IMMEMORIAL AND PETITION CONCERNING LAND TAX), May 1762. 2 sheets.
lemorial and petition of Stevhen Crowfoot, Daniel Hubbard, Jesse Sachet,
David Bush, and Josiah Wright, committee of proprietors, to Governor Francis
Bernard, the Council, and the House of Representatives, showing that
Pittsfield was one of the towns granted to the town of Boston, called town-
ship #3, and that in 1741 it became the property of John Stoddard, Jacob
Wendell, and Philip Livingston. Mr. Livingston was empowered by the other
two gentlemen to sell 60 one hundred-acre lots, expecting he would supply
Dutch settlers therein. The Dutch viewed the land and refused the propo-
sition. Whereupon these vetitioners sent three men to Albany who bought
40 of the 60 lots. War with France deferred until 1749 their improvements
of the land, and Indian attacks at Hoosuck and Stockbridge further hindered
these settlers. In 1759, when serious attempts were made to settle, the
petitioners found that Mr. Livingston had no right, as they were previously
informed he had, to allow the settlers to use timber and stone on land other
than their own to build a meetinghouse. These petitioners begged that "as
they have undergone such great hardships, suffered so many losses etc. by your
excellency and Honours in your great goodness and compassion, would by an act
cubject the lands not yet alienated by Colonels Stoddard and Wendell and the
first purchasers from IMr. Livingston or heirs, not included in the 60 omne
hundred acre settling-lots, to a tax per acre for the succeeding years for the
support of the preaching, making and repairing roads within said town." Read
and ordered in the House of Representatives, May 28, 1762, that the petitioners
serve nonresident proprietors of lands in the said town with a copy of the
vetition by inserting the substance in one or more Boston newspapers so they
may show cause why petition should not be granted. Read and concurred in
Councily May 31, 1762, Hdw.: 3 pp. & x 12%. ("Towns, V- 1755-1762; yoli 117,
pp. 857-859.)

21. (ANSWER TO PETITION FOR LAND TAX), 1762. 1 sheet.
In answer to the petition of Stephen Crowfoot and others, a committee of the
proprietors of the settling-lots in the town of Pittsfield, Oliver Partridge,
and lloses Graves, being owners of land in said town which belongs to Colonel
Stoddard, Colonel Wendel, and Mr. Livingston, stated that the original pro
prietors of said township caused 60 settling-lots and 3 public lots of 100
acres each to be laid out through the middle of the town, some of it the
best land, a greater part of which was bought for a trifling consideraticn,
and "the persons to whom they were disposed or covenanted to fulfill all the
duties of settlement but to this day the duty is not done." They further
state that the inhabitants and owners of the settling-lots erected a frame
for a meetinghouse and covered it, but it was so small it would scarcely
hold the inhabitants when 60 families would be in the town. One of the
inhabitants, not a proprietor of said settling-lots, begged them to allow
him to add to the length of the house 20 feet at his own charge and they
refused it, much to the disadvantage of the original proprietors as many
were settling in several parts of the town, and soon the meetinghouse would
be useless. There was, they added, no minister settled in the town, which
was part of the covenant the settlers made with the proprietors so in no
instance had the settlers performed the duties they undertook, yet they had
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the confidence to ask a tax to perform what they themselves ought to have
performed many years since. Furthermore, these petitioners ask for a tax
only on Colonels Stoddard and Wendel and on IMr. Livingston, when in fact
one Mr. Goodrich and inhabitants in said town and one of said settlers and
several others are owners of several thousand acres of land uncultivated
partly and partly improved which are not contained in Petition." Therefore
Messrs. Partridge and Graves pray that the petition of Stephen Crowfoot and
cthers be dismissed and "let them wait at least until they have performed
the duty they covenanted to do and submit the whole to your Excellency an
Honors just consideration." Hdw. 2 pp. 7% % 2 ("Towns," 1755-1762,
vol. 117 pp. 860, 861.)

22. (PETITION FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF BOUNTY), Apr. 7, 1765. 1 sheet.
Charles Goodrich and William Williams, selectmen of Pittsfield, submit to
the Province Treasurer, Harrison Gray, a bounty certificate certifying thet
"there has been paid out of the town stock of Pittsfield for two grown
wolves, killed in and near this town since the 5th of November last past,
end the heads thereof brought unto our constable and the ears cut off in
the presence of some of ourselves, as the law directs and so certified untc
us, in the whole the sum of 4 pounds which sum we desire you to allow to cur
town by paying the same unto Mr. Josiah Wright our Town Treasurer. Dated in
Pittsfield aforesaid, the 7th day of April, Anno Dom, 1765." Hdw. on ptd.
Porm. =l p. 7 6. (MAgriculibure S 16441 70l s woll, ., o) CHLEE),

2%. (PETITION CONCERNING CONFIRMATION OF LAND TITLE), May 1773, . 3 sheets.
Cherles Goodrich and others of Pittsfield beg Governor Hutchinson, the
Council, and the House of Representatives to view their land-title rights.
They set forth the fact that in 1735 the General Court granted to the town
of Boston three tracts of land. One tract, called Pontoosuck, later Pittsfield,
was sold to Jacob Wendel, who later sold shares to John Stoddard and Philip
Livingston. These three gentlemen sold settling-lots with certain instructions
agreed to regarding the improvements thereof. The heirs of John Stoddard felt
that Mr. Goodrich, a settler, had not lived up to his agreement and brought
action to recover some of his land. In the original grant of the General
Court to the town of Boston it was set forth that the settlers were to be
free to petition the General Court to review their rights if such action
became necessary. Fearing the case of Mr. Goodrich was only the beginning
of several to follow the petitioners asked for a decision In the House of
Representatives, on June 10, 1773, it was resolved that the petitioners no-
tify the heirs of the late John Stoddard by presenting Solomon Stoddard of
Northampton with a copy of the petition, and that at the next General Court
session the heirs show why the prayer should not be granted. Any action re-
lating to the premises was ordered stopped meanwhile Read and concurred in
Council, on June 11, 1773. Comnsented to by Governor Hutchinson. Copy of
certification of serving above orders, Aug. 10, 1773, by Gideon Clerk, Coroner.
Hdw.. 5 pp. 74 x 12%. ("Towns," 1767-1774, vol. 118, pp. 692-696.)

For printed version of this petition, see Province Resolves, XVIII,
chis N6: Eppu PG 77
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24. (ANSWER TO MEMORIAL AND PETITION CONCERNING LAND TITLE), May 1774.
2 sheets.

Answer of Solomon Stoddard and others, heirs of John Stoddard, submitted to
Governor Gage, the Council, and the House of Representatives, concerning
petition of Charles Goodrich and others, inhabitants of the town of Pittsfisld.
It points out that the purchasers of settling-lots from John Stoddard had
failed in so far as they did not recommence improvements of their lands until
long after the postwar time limit, and that when they did make attempts they
dug stone, cut and used, and even sold, timber not theirs to use at the time.
Before the trial the heirs had tried to compromise with the said Charles
Goodrich and others by allowing them to keep all their lands if they paid
for the damages, and permit all inhabitants of the town equal rights and in-
terest in the meetinghouse. The offer was refused. Therefore, Solomon
Steddard and the other heirs begged that the petition of Charles Goodrich
and the others be ignored and that a private agreement be considered by tre
petitioners with the heirs. Signed by Solomon Stoddard. Hdw. 3 pp. 7% x l?%
("Towns," 1763-1774, vol. 118, pp. 697-699.)

25. (LETTER FROM JOHN BROWN TO SAMUEL ADAMS AND DR. JOSEPH WARREN) .
Mar.: 29571795552  sheeto.

A letter from John Brown to Samuel Adams and Dr. Joseph Warren, members
of cormittee of ~orrespondence, tells how he went to Albany upon receipt
of their letters From there he proceeded 14 days later to Canada, and
upon arriving in St. Johns he delivered their letters to Messrs. Walker
and Blak The committee of ¢ orrespondence in Montreal gave him a good out
line of Governor Carleton’'s character and policy. All the troops in the
Province of Quebec, he learned, were in readiness to help those in Boston
upon the shortest notice. 'Two lieutenants had seen sent out from Canada
to scout for facts regarding planned attacks by the King's troops. TFaithful
guides captured by the Indians in the New Hampshire grants informed these
lieutenants of their having written their brother Israel Pubtnam of Pomfret
Connecticut. of their desire to side with the "English in N(ew) England"
rather than with the King. Canada planned to send no delegates to the
Continental Congress. Fort Ticonderoga. Brown disclosed, was an important
post that must be seized at once if the King's troops opened hostilities,
and the New Hampshire grantees planned to handle the job. Lastly, Governcr
Carleton has ordered that no wheat go out of the river until further notice.
Hdw. 4 po. 7% x 12. ("Revolution, Letters,"™ 1774-1775, vol. 193, pp. 41-44.)

26. (GENERAL COURT RESOLVES REGARDING BENEDICT ARNOLD'S ACCOUNT) ,
Nowa 10, 17757 “F¥sheet:

In the House of Representatives, on Nov. 9, 1775, the cormittee on Colonel
Benedict Arnold's account examined Captain Noble's pay roll, and found that
Colonel Arnold charged the Colonmy with Noble's pay roll and that he had
received money therefor, amounting to 36 pounds, 5 shillings, and 5 pence.
Captain Noble and his men were sorely in need of this money and since Colonel
Arnold was in the Continental service and could not be present to pay the
sunl he received for Captain Noble and his men, it was resolved that the
Treasurer of the Colony pay the sum to Captain Noble. It was further resolved
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that General Washington be notified of the transaction and that any dupli-
cate payment to Captain Noble be guarded against. Read and concurred in
Council, Nov. 10, 1775. Consented to by Perez lMorton, Secretary (pro
tempore) of the Province. Hdw. 1 p. 8% x 8. ("Revolution, Resolves,"
N PP5C10T6 - volis 207, p.: 2004

For printed version of this resolution, see Massachusetts Acts and
Resolves, vol. XIX, ch. 380, ps bl

ov. (PETITION FOR RELIEF FROM EFFECT OF TOWN ORDER), Apr. 4, 1776.
2 sheets.

Petition of Israel Stoddard and Woodbridge Little showing that during the
months of May and June they were @t various times apprehended and brought
before committees of this and neighboring towns on a general suspicion that
thaey were not duly cooperative in the measures approved by their fellow
countrymen. They declare they have been misunderstood, and that they had
supported the resolutions adopted at the Continental Congress, the Provincial
Congress, and the General Assembly. These gentlemen claimed that they lived
in that part of the Colony where resolves and orders were sometimes questioned
but never disobeyed. The committee to apprehend them had also been ordered
by the town to tax them costs and commit them to jail if payment was refused---
"an illegal exercise of the powers with which the towns in this colony are
invested." The petitioners pray that the General Court make such resolves
as to relieve them from this embarrassing and unfair treatment. In the
House of Representatives, on April 6, 1776, it was resolved that the in-
habitants of the town of Pittsfield appear at the next session of the
General Court and show reason, if any, why the prayer of the petitioners
should not be granted. Meanwhile all action towards petitioners was to
cease. The town clerk was to be sent a copy of this petition. Read and
concurred in Council, April 6, 1776. In the House of Representatives, on
June 15, 1776, it was read with answer and papers accompanying it, and
ordered that the same be committed to Colonel Davis of Boston, Captain
Washburn, John Cushing, and Benjamin White. Hdw. 4 pp. 8 x 13.
("Revolution, Resolves," 1776, vol. 208, pp. 416-418a.)

28. (REPORT OF TORY ACTIVITIES), May 31, 1776. 1 sheet.
The committee of correcpondence for the town of Pittsfield reports to the
General Court that in April 1775 Moses Graves, Junior, was convicted of
being hostile to his country and the above committee ordered him sent to
North Hampton jail. On July 4 he made a public confession of his faults
and promised to defend American rights, and he was thereupon set free.
John Graves, brother of Moses, was convicted of aiding two prisoners who
made their escape from Hartford, John supplying the horses for their escape.
A1l three were captured and ordered committed in Hartford. The report
further states that Woodbridge Little and Israel Stoddard were much opposed
to the measures affecting the inhabitants in general and that whenever persons
came to them for advice they sent their names to General Gage as being
sufferers for Toryism. Furthermore, on the night the news of the Battle of
Lexington came, Woodbridge Little fled to the Tories at Kenderbrook, then
to Albany where he was taken and committed to City Hall, then returned home.

[ 28-29]

Both L
forgiv
their

Tories
9o x4

29

Petiti
Court
"have
to sho
should
"oppos
merely
assidut
sense
intent
the ra:
of the
monies
these 1
that be
set out
Little
town f«¢
inimice
had pre
pointec
by the
of Publ
On May
towns 1
in whic
sending
guilty
as was
The pet
cost by
are the
moderat
they be
somethi
plot ha
called
intenti
from 1lo
vital s
be take
Stoddar




159 :
[28-29] State Archives

Both Little and Stoddard made open confessions of their faults and were
forgiven. The committee and the people in general never felt satisfied with
their conduct, nor that of certain others, many of whom seemed "infected with
Toriestical disorder.'" Signed by Stephen Crowfoot, chairman. Hdw. 2 oyl

9 x 14. ("Revolution, Resolves," 765 vol d 208, pp« 425 #4264

29. (PETITION IN ANSWER TO RESOLVE OF GENERAL COURT) , June 1776.
2 sheets.

Petition of the town of Pittsfield in answer to a resolve of the General
Court of April 6, 1776 to the effect that the inhabitants of Pittsfield
"have day on second Wednesday of the first session of the General Court"
to show cause why the petition of Woodbridge Little and Israel Stoddard
should not be granted. The petitioners state that Little and Stoddard
"opposed the non importation league and covenant, not this or that covenant
merely as being disagreeable but the thing itself, that they were most
assiduous in their labors to possess the minds of people with a frightful
sense of the power of our adversaries and the weakness of America, with
intent to discourage all attempts in the common cause, that they opposed
the raising of minute men and paying them, that they opposed all the orders
of the Congress of this Colonmy in particular that of paying in our public
monies to Henry Gardiner, Receiver General." Petitioners also state that
these men have formed a powerful party in the town hindering operations and
that before the arrival of news of the Battle of Lexington Stoddard had
set out for New York, after having evidently planned such a move, and that
Little had fled from the town "the night after the arrival of said news in
town for New York both of them expecting encouragement and support in their
inimical designs from that headquarter." Inasmuch as the news of the battle
had preceded them, causing change in public opinion, they were very disap-
pointed and planned to return home. However, Little was arrested in Albany
by the Committee of Public Safety and later sent under guard to the Committee
of Public Safety in Pittsfield for trial, while Stoddard remained in New York.
On May 23, 1775 the New York Committee of Public Safety and those of other
towns met to try Stoddard, but at this time "an infernal plot was discovered
in which said Little was aiding and assisting, it was no less than that of
sending dozen names to General Gage." The combined Committee found Little
guilty and when Stoddard came home he was proven guilty in the same manner
as was Little. Finally both "confessed their emmity to their country's cause."
The petitioners further state "that these persons have put this town to amazing
cost by loss of time and otherwise that we want no recompense for, that they
ere the fountain of disunion amongst us, that unless they are obliged to pay
moderate costs we shall be put to yet greater and perhaps frequent alarms and
they beg still further to state that we are the center of Toryism, that unless
something of this neture is done it will increase upon us, that a most infernal
plot has lately been discovered in the county of Albany and we expect soon to be
called to stand for our lives, —-——-- but after all it is not from any evil
intention towards these persons that we wish they may be obliged the cost but
from love to the common cause, as a neglect herein would, we conceive, be a
vital stab to Whiggism in this country." Therefore, they pray that their case
be taken into consideration and "grant that said Woodbridge Little and Israel
Stoddard be obliged to pay reasonable cost or to order paymeni some other way
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as your Honors shall see meet and that your Honors would order said persons
to be put under bonds for their good behaviour." Signed by Israel Dickinson,
town clerk. Hdw. 4 pp. 8 x 13. ("Revolution, Resolves," 1776, vol. 208,
pp. 419-421a.)

30. (PLAN OF PITTSFIELD), Dec. 8, 1794. 1 shee
A plan of Pittsfield taken by a committee in obedience to a resolve of
the General Court passed June 28, 1794, showing the south line of the town
to be 2,111 rods, the east line 1,897 rods, the north line 2,048 rods, and the

west line 1,892 rods. Committee states that although the town was intended
to be in a square form, the very steep Mountain Honwee on the northwest
corner may have made a difference in measuring the lines. The original plans

a

of the town, one of which was taken 34 years ago, set forth the town =
square, and the points from the southwest corner as running east 10 deg
south; but in running the line at this period and setting the compass s
to strike the northwest corner of the town at Lenox, which was on the soutt
line of Pittsfield, and 684 rods from the southwest corner, the line was

found to run east sixteen degrees and fifteen minutes south. On the route
through Northampton,Pittsfield was by estimation 140 miles from Boston, and its
meetinghouse was six and one-half miles from Lenox Courthouse. The Housatonic
River, at its entrance on the east side of the town, was six rods wide, and on
the south side of the town, where it crossed the line, it was eight rods wide.
Five ponds wholly in Pittsfield, and two others, one of which is partly in
Lanesborough and the other in Richmond, were estimated as follows: Goodrich
Pond 50 acres, Ensign's Pond 40 acres, Van Schaack's Pond 40 acres, Rathbun's
Pond 45 acres, West Pond 520 acres, North Pond 300 acres, South Pond 80 acres.
The committee states that it knows of no mines or minerals in this town. The
ore used here was brought from Richmond, etc This survey was taken in the
months of November and December, 1794. Signed by John C. Williams, Oliver
Root, Simon Larned, Nathaniel Robbins, and Eli Root Hdw St pie Sl s 7
{("Town Plans,” 1794, vol. 8, p. 9.)
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