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Liliicor's Note: Kim Greene, with Wyatt, Tarrant
and Combs law firm in Louisville, is an attorney
for the Kentucky Press Association Freedom of
Information Hotline. Questions for the Hotline
should be directed to Kim Greene or Jon Fleis-

chaker, (502) 589-5235

The cardinal rule for any reporter who
covers the meetings of public agencies is Know
YourRights Under the Kentucky Open Meetings
Law. Many public officials do not fully under-
stand the law, so it is likely you will encounter
public agencies which will unwittingly violate
it. It is your role, therefore, to insist that the law
be followed.

What should you do when you are cov-
ering a meeting of a public agency and a mem-
ber of that agency moves to go into closed ses-
sion? First, listen carefully to the motion. Did the
movant state the exception to the Open Meet-
ings law which he or she believes pertain? If not,
it is appropriate for the reporter to ask to be
recognized and to inquire as to the purpose for
the closed meeting. Did the motion carry by a

If there's a motion to go into
closed session, listen carefully

majority vote in open, public session? If the
stated purpose for the closed session is Exemp-
tion 2 (deliberations on the acquisition or sale of

real property), Exemption 5 (collective bargain-
ing negotiations), Exemption 6 (discussions
which might lead to the appointment, discipline
or dismissal of a individual employee, member
or student,) the public agency may not go into
closed session without vote on.a proper motion
to do so.

Even if the closed session is appropriate
under the law, the agency may only deliberate
and discuss, it may not vote, take final action or
reach consensus on the issue. Any vote must be
taken in an open session. In addition, the discus-
sions and deliberations are limited to the proper
subject of the closed session. If the agency
wishes to discuss other topics, it must return to
the public session to do so. These rules apply

(Continued on Page 3)
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Newspapers...
in the News

Fulton goes weekly

The Fulton Daily Leader cenverted to a
weekly publication on October 11, according to
publisher William Mitchell, ending 90 years as a
daily newspaper.

Mitchell, who made the announcement
to staff October 2, said, "The reason for changing
from daily to weekly is purely economics. The
local retail market has not grown enough to
sustain our rising costs.

"Because of pride in its heritage, we put
off as long as we could the decision to go
weekly."

The newspaper began publication as the
Fulton Daily Leader on June 25, 1898. The Ful-
ton Leader, as it is now known, will be pub-
lished Wednesday, the same day as the Fulton
Shopper, a free-circulation publication.

The change affects staff as well as sub-
scribers. Mitchell said six staff positions would
be eliminated and subscribers will receive the
newspaper by mail instead of carrier.

Paducah purchase of Arkansas daily is off

The proposed sale of the Paragould
(Ark.) Daily Press to the parent company of the
Paducah Sun has fallen through, according to
Paducah Newspapers, Inc., officials.

The two companies apparently reached
an agreement for the sale in August with a the
change to take effect in September. However,
Fred Paxton, president of the Paducah com-
pany, said, "The parties were unable to negoti-
ate mutually satisfactory terms of the purchase,
so they agreed to terminate the proceedings.

Floyd County Times now twice weekly
The Floyd County Times in Prestons-
burg began publishing twice weekly on Sep-
tember 1.
Publisher Marty Backus said the "pro-
gressive future of this area" allowed for the
increase in publication dates for the Times.

(Continued on Page 7)
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Reporters should know rights in Open Meetings law

(Continued from Page 1)

when a quorum of the public agency itself meets
or when a duly appointed committee of the
public agency meets.

If all the moving member does is parrot
the words of the Open Meetings exemption to
explain the purpose for the closed meeting, it is
appropriate to ask for more information. For
example, if a public agency merely says it is
going into executive session to discuss person-
nel matters, it has not made a proper disclosure
of the basis for the closed meeting. Therefore,
you should ask for more specific information.
What is the particular subject for the closed
meeting? Does it involve an individual em-
ployee ora group of employees? Could it lead to
the appointment, discipline or dismissal of that
employee? Will policy matters be discussed? If,
after getting as much explanation about the
closed session as you can, you believe an exemp-
tion is being improperly employed by the public
agency, you should object to the closed session
on the record. That means that your objection is
heard and recognized by the presiding officer so
that it will be noted in the minutes of the meet-
ing. Objection on the record is important if you
decide later to seek an opinion from the Attor-
ney General or to file a lawsuit for a violation of
the act.

If you believe an exemption (to the

Open Meetings law) is being improp-

erly employed by the public agency,

you should object to the closed ses-
sion on the record

If you believe a proposed closed session
is improper and you have stated your objection
to the public agency, should you dig in your
heels and refuse to leave the meeting room? As
the statute is currently written, this type of "civil
disobedience" is not advised. Leave the room
when asked, but don't pack up and go home. By
staying in the vicinity, you will see who, other
than members of the public agency, went into
the meeting room during the closed session.
Essential staff may be present and witnesses
may attend, one at a time for the duration of
their testimony only. If groups of people are

invited in to observe, then the sessionisnot truly
closed. That is grounds for yet another objec-
tion.

Once the public agency returns to open
session, you will find out what final action, if
any, the agency takes on the subject. You will
also have an opportunity to question members
of the public agency about what took ylace
were discussions of general policy held
straw vote taken? did the subject.gg e
scope of the legitimate exemption? All of this
can lead you to: (1) ififotmation for your story
and (2) information that will help you and your
lawyers assess whether protest or legal agtion is
warranted.

If you become com}mced bhat the closed
session was unlawful, there are several avenues
available to you. Often a strongly worded
"watch dog" letter from your editor or your
lawyer will prevent further abuse. If a stronger
arm is needed, you can ask the Kentucky Attor-
ney General to render an opinion that the meet-
ing was closed in violation of the Open Meetings
Law. (For more information on how to petition
the Attorney General, call the KPA Hotline at
502-589-5235), or you and your newspaper can
file a lawsuit in the county where the public
agency is located.

Finally, perhaps your most powerful
toolis the story or editorial that you publish that

If you're convinced the closed ses-
sion was unlawful, you can:
(1) write a "watch dog" letter to the
public agency
(2) call the Attorney General and
ask that office to render an opinion
(3) file a lawsuit

informs the public that its elected or appointed
officials are conducting public business behind
closed doors. That story is important in and of
itself.

If you have questions about Kentucky's
Open Meetings or Open Records law,
call the KPA Hotline at (502) 589-5235.
Ask for Kim Greene or Jon Fleischaker.
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Across Kentucky

Dane Ward, who most
recently taught English and social
science courses at Cincinnati
Technical College, has been
named associate editor of the
Kenton County Recorder and the
Recorder Connection.

Carroll Rowe, a recent
graduate of Murray State Univer-
sity, has joined the Greenville
Leader News as general assign-
ment reporter.

Wade Daffron, a reporter
and photographer for the Times
Journal and Russell County News,
has been named editor of the two
weeklies by publisher David Dav-
enport. Daffron is a graduate of
Western Kentucky University and
interned with the two weeklies
while majoring in journalism at
WKU.

Mike Wright has joined
the harrodsburg Herald as a sales
representative.

Danny Brandenburg,
sports editor of the Winchester
Sun, resigned from that positionin
mid-August and is now in charge
of the United Press International
bureau. The bureau is being
moved from Lexington to
Frankfort.

Berry Craig, former fea-
ture writer for the Paducah Sun,
has joined Paducah Community
College as a history and journal-
ism instructor.

Pam Logue, assistant
managing editor of the Mt. Ster-
ling Advocate, has been named
editor of the Montgpmery County
weekly by publisher Doug Tay-
lor. Logue, who has been with the
Advocate for two years, replaces
Jeff Spradlin who is returning to
school.

Taylor has also an-
nounced that Brent Risner, a for-
mer intern with the Advocate and
reporter for the Citizen Voice &

Times in Irvine has been hired as
general assignment reporter.
Richmond Register pub-
lisher Fred Hall recently an-
nounced personnel changes in the
daily's circulation department.
Bruce Agee hasbeen named circu-
lation director, replacing George
Melton, who has been promoted
to a similar position with the New
Albany (Ind.) Tribune. Jim Stone
has joined the Register's circula-
tion staff as district sales manager,

the position previously held by
Agee.

Jamie Baker-Nantz, who
joined the Grant County News
and Grant County Express in Feb-
ruary as a staff writer, has been
named editor of the two Land-
mark newspapers, replacing
DebraJasper who resigned. Jasper
has enrolled at Ohio State Univer-
sity to work on her master'sdegree
in journalism.
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(Continued from Page 2)
Enterprise building dedicated

The staff and owners of
the Manchester Enterprise
paused for a few moments
September 12 to dedicate the
new building, printing press
and other equipment. The
service was conducted by a
Manchester minister.

James Nolan, Enter-
prise company president, said
the printing press was the only
equipment in the old Enter-
prise building to be salvaged
from a July 30 fire.

Nolan added that staff
members also dedicated them-
selves to the purpose and the
future of the newspaper dur-
ing the service.

N-E wins API contest

The Elizabethtown
News-Enterprise was judged
to have the best classified sec-
tion among 25 newspapers
represented at the American
Press Institute's Management
and Costs seminar for newspa-
pers under 75,000 circulation.

Larry Paden, vice
president of N-E's parent com-
pany Landmark Community
Newspapers, Inc., attended the
conference.

Shepherdsville paper
sponsors literacy fund-raiser

The Shepherdsville
Pioneer News sponsored a lit-
eracy luncheon for Bullitt
County with Kentucky First
Lady Martha Wilkinson and

the local literacy program is
$500 richer because of the
newspaper's efforts.

About 100 people at-
tended the luncheon with pro-
ceeds benefitting the Bullitt
County Adult Literacy Pro-
gram.

During her speech,
Mrs. Wilkinson acknowledged
the efforts of the Pioneer News
and encouraged others around
the state to hold similar fund-
raiisng events for literacy.

Radcliff Leader asks readers'
opinions of paper's future

The Radcliff Leader
took a rather unusual ap-
proach to its future, asking
readers if the Hardin County
weekly "is worthy of continued
publication?"

Managing editor
George Wright, in an article
about the newspaper's future,
said the Leader "is on a colli-
sion course with reality."

Wright said the
weekly, which started Oct. 2,
1986, has had but a few
hundred paid subscribers and
advertising has plummeted,
leading to serious financial
losses.

"The Messenger Cor-
poration, like all good business
people, will not tolerate a loser

“indefinitely," said Wright.

"If The Leader is to sur-
vive, it must attract wide com-
munity support, something we
have so far failed to accom-
plish.

"Do you feel The
Leader is worthy of continued
publication,” the article read.

Independent, Gleaner

receive safety awards

The Ashland Daily
Independent and the Hender-
son Gleaner have received the
1988 awards for the safety rec-
ords of their newspaper deliv-
ery vehicles in the Annual Safe
Driving Campaign.

The annual competi-
tion is co-sponsored by the
American Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association and the
International Circulation Man-
agers Association.
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Experience Counts
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need an entry level Macintosh®:.Plus or the sophistication of the
Macintosh llci or Portable, we have the solution. All this while still
offering competitive prices like those listed below. Call today to find
out what's new in computers, accessories and software

Macintosh Plus %f'izfgumsh
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20mb Hard Drive $499

60mb Hard Drive $899.
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