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SCHCOL CONSTRUCTION FEATURES WPA PUBLIC BUILDIN

Twenty-three thousand new public buildings, including
more ti enough school buildings to supply one to each of the

3,070 counties in the United States, are among public improvements

the nation has received in exchange for its work re

ng the last four and one-half years, Colonel F. C.

Commissioner of Work Projects, reported today.

Other improvements, the Commissioner said, include
approximately 5,000 new piaygrounds and athletic fields and almost
1,500 new water, sewage treatment and other publicly;owned utility
plantse

As a part of a comprehensive inventory of WPA accomplish;‘
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ments, the nresent report covers public buildings, public utilities,
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sanitation ond recreation facilities, on which more than one-
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fourth of all WPA workers have been employed. period Covered
is from July, 1935, when the program began, through December, 1939.
In the four and one-half years, Colonel Harrington said, virtually
every community in the United States has benefitcd through one or
more lmprovements of these typese

In the public building category alone, he added, WPA has
constructed more than 23,000 new buildings and made improvements
and additions to 65,000, Schools, hospitals, town halls and
auditoriums are among the types includeds In addition to the nearly

5.000 new vlaverounds and athletic fields, he said, improvements and
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enlargements had been made to 10,000, and 7,700 new tennis courts
»nd more than 600 new swimming pools had > In the field
of sanitation and pubiic health, he continued, WPA constructed

sewers; built 1,750,000 sanitary privies for
homes without plumbing iﬁs, and drained nearly 3,000,000
acres of mosquito~breedi

"The unemployed who have been put to work by WFPA have
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made a great contribution to our nationa wealth," Colonel Earrington

statede "There is rot a county or city thr out the nation which
has not been enriched in some tg
school, a water plant, new sewera lines, a park y g pool =
through the

ovements which would net have been made had
there not been a program such as this to make worlzers available,

bearing nearly all -~ labor costs and defraving a portion of other

charsgess
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985 new
in rural sections
WPA also reconstructed or
ilt

built and 752 were improveds
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0f 6,435 new recreational buildings, 848 are gymnasiums

‘

are auditoriums, he said. The remainder are miscellaneous
structures such as field houses, pavilions, picnic shelters, etcs
New office snd administrative buildings, which include town halls,
police stations, court houses, ete., total 1,063, while improvements
to 3,710 are reported.
hundred fifty-six new hospitals were built, many in

\reas where np adequate facilities previously existed. WFA workers

reconstructed or improved 1,436 hospitals and built additions

recreation areme built or improved by WPA include
1,302 new parks aggregating slightly more than 59,000 acres, improve-
ments 475,453 ¢ pa - : 171 acres. New
slaygrounds total 2,271, two~thirds of which are on school proverty.
More than 10,000 new tennis, handball and horseshoc courts were built
and 295 miles of ski trails cleared and graded. New swimming pools
total 629, and wading pools, 636. More than 12,000 acres devoted to
fairground and rodeo use were prepared or improved.

The 1,470 new publicly-owned utility plants constructed

WPA include electric plants, incinerators, water works
treatment plants. A total of 9,646 miles of new water
laid and 239,000 consumer connections madeé.

15,191 miles and 352,000 service connections ©




An important contribution to publiac health hag been made

through the construction of more $han 1,750,000 sanitary privies,
Colonel Harrington said, These are built to serve families who do
not haove modern plumbing facilitles, and usually replace structures
which are a menace to public healthe The Us Se Public Health

Service has credited this program with mich of the responsibility

for the decrease in typhold and other filtkébo?ne diseases which have
been prevalent in certain parts of the country, the Commissioner
pointed oute

Another valuable aid to public nealth, he said, has Deen
achieved through the droinnge of 2,981,000 acres of swamp, the
construction of 15,654 miles of dralnage ditches and the application
of over 2,000,000 gallons of spray in mosquito control worke.

Barlier reports on t ToA inventory of accomplishments
listed the construction or improvement of more then 450,000 miles of
highways, roads and streets, the building of hundreds of airports
and landing fields and extensive improvements to cther phases of the
nationts public trarsportation systcme A third and final report
will be completed in a few days, officials said, listing the
accomplishments of professional and service projects and other types

of WPA opcrationse

(A statistical summary is attached. Details of WPA

operations, by States, may be obtainecd from Statc WPA headquartcrs.)




FEDERAL WORKES AGENCY
WOEX PROJECTS ADMINISTRAZFION

REPORT OF ACCOMPLISHMEINT ON PROJECTS OF THX DIVISICN OF OPERATI

Cunmulative through December 31, 1939

United States Summary

(Preliminary - Subject to Revision)

Utility Plants and Buildings at A

Public Buildings, FExcluding Usil s and Bui

Amonnt
New Con- Reccnstruction
Measurement struction or Improvement Additions

Public Buildings =~ Total Humber 23,003 g 2, 784

el

Educational Buildings fot Number 4,095 : 15533

Libraries Number

Recreational Buildings - Total Mumber
Auditoriums Number
Gymnasiums Number
Other Recreational Buildings Mumber

Offices and Administrative Buildings INumber
Hospitals Number
Penal Institutions Tumbe
Firehouses Number
Garages Number
Storage Buildings Number
Armories Number

Other Public Buildings Number




Outdoor Recreational

Item

Tnit fomber or Amount

of Tew Con~ Reconstruction

Measuremont struction or Improvement Additions

Stadiums, Grandstands and Bleacher

Fairgrounds and Rodeco Grounds

Parks

Playgrounds = Total
School Playegrounds
Other Playgrounds

Athletic Fields

Handball Courts
Horseshoe Courts
Tennis courts

Swimming Pools

Bandshells
Outdoor Theatres

Golf Courses

1,640

Number
Arca in acres

Humber
Area in acres

Number
unber
Number

Number
Area in acres

Mumber
Tamber
Mumber
Number
Number
Miles

Number
Number
Number
Number

No., of EHole
Area in acres
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and Sanitation

Mumber or Amount
Beconstruction
or Improvement Additions

Total
Plants Number

[neinerator Plants Number

Pumping Stations Tumbver

Sewage Treatment Plants Number
Plants Number

Water Mains, Agucducts, and
Distribution Lines iles

Watcr Consumcr Connections Thousands
Milcs
Thousands

Thousands

Mosquito Coantrol Thousands
Acres drainc

Miles of
and pipe




Public Utilities and Ssnitation (Cont'd)
Unit Number or Amount
of New Construc~ Reconstruction
Measurement tion or Improvement Additions

Telephone and Telegrarh Lines Miles 34313 1,658

Police, Fire Alarm and Traffic
Signal Systems Miles of Line 115Gk

FElectric Power Lines Miles 2,096
Flood Lighting Athletic
Fields, Parking Lots, Etec. No. lighted

Acres lighted

Pipe Lines, NeEasCs Miles

Items Not FElsewhere

Unit Number or Amount
Item of New Con- Reconstruction
Measurement struction or Improvement Additions

Cemeteries Number
Area in acres 02 677

Landscaping and Beautification N.E.Ce Acres

Ornamental Pools and Fountains Number

Drainage N.E.C. Thousands of
Acres
Miles of ditch
Miles of pipe

Miles 13,




