Biscayne National Park has the simple beauty of a child's
drawing. Clear blue water. Bright yellow sun. Big sky. Dark
green woodlands. And here and there a boat, a bird. It is a
subtropical place where a mainland mangrove shoreline, a warm
shallow bay, many small islands, or keys, and living coral reefs
intermingle. Together they comprise a vast, almost pristine
wilderness and recreation area along the southeast edge of the
Florida peninsula.

Biscayne is Florida's other, lesser known, national park. Estab-
lished as a national monument in 1968, it is located just 34
kilometers (21 miles) east of Everglades National Park. In 1980 it
was enlarged to 70,800 hectares (175,000 acres) and designated
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undersea life, preserve a scenic subtropical setting, and provide
an outstanding spot for recreation and relaxation.

In most parks land dominates the picture. But Biscayne is not
like most parks. Here water and sky overwhelm the scene in
every direction, leaving the bits of low-lying land looking remote
and insignificant. This is paradise for marine life, water birds,
boaters, fishermen, snorkelers, and divers alike. The water is
refreshingly clean, extraordinarily clear. Only the maintenance
of the natural interplay between the mainland, Biscayne Bay,
keys, and reefs, and the Atlantic Ocean keeps it that way.

The region’s Caribbean-like climate saturates the park with
year-round warmth, generous sunshine, and abundant rainfall.
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Tropical life thrives. The land is filled to overflowing with an
unusual collection of trees, ferns, vines, flowers, and shrubs.
Forests are lush, dark, humid, ever-green. Many birds, butterflies,
and other animals live in these woods.

No less odd or diverse is Biscayne's underwater world. At its
center are the coral reefs. Unlike the ocean depths, which are as
dark and lifeless as the innermost chambers of a cave, the
shallow water reefs are inundated with light and life. Brilliantly
colorful tropical fish and other curious creatures populate the
reefs. Their appearances and behavior are as exotic as their
names—stoplight parrotfish, finger garlic sponge, goosehead
scorpionfish, princess venus, peppermint goby. A reef explorer
can spend hours drifting lazily in the waters above the reefs and
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watch a passing procession of some of the sea's most fascinating
inhabitants.

Whether on the reefs, the keys, the bay, or the mainland you
leave behind what is familiar and become acquainted with
another world that is strange and wild. Biscayne is a different
sort of national park. Expect the unexpected.
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On the Mainland

Convoy Point The park's mainland center for visi
tor services is located at Convoy Point. Park head-
quarters is here, as well as an information station. The
information station, which has exhibits and sched
ules of park activities, is open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Convoy Point also has a picnic area with tables, fire
grills, and restrooms. Guided boat trips to the keys and
snorkeling tours to the reefs leave from Convoy Point.
These tours are operated by the park concessioner.

Nearby Services and Accommodations Home-
stead, Miami, and the Florida Keys have a wide range
of hotels and motels; reservations are recommended
in winter and early spring. They also have a variety of
restaurants, service stations, groceries, and other
stores. Everglades National Park, John Pennekamp
Coral Reef State Park, and other area state parks have
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year-round campgrounds. Nearby public marinas pro-
vide boat ramps and fuel, and often charter or rent sail
and motor boats (see map for locations)

The Greater Miami area and the Florida Keys have the
highest concentration of dive shops in the United
States. They rent and sell scuba diving and snorkeling
equipment, repair gear, and offer snorkeling instruc:
tion. If you are getting snorkeling gear, select a face
mask that covers only your eyes and nose and comes
equipped with a separate breathing tube. Be sure your
mask fits snugly

Information For more information, write: Biscayne
National Park, P.O. Box 1369, Homestead, FL 33090-
1369; or call (305) 247-PARK
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General Information and
Regulations

Biscayne has a subtropical climate characterized by
warm, wet summers (May through October) and mild,
dry winters (November through April). You can expect
abundant sunshine and high humidity year-round
High temperatures average in the 305°C (high 80s and
low 90s°F) in summer and in the 205 °C (mid-70s and
low 805 °F) in winter. Annual rainfall fluctuates greatly,
but 165 centimeters (65 inches) or more are common.
Most rain falls in summer in brief, intense afternoon
thunderstorms. Summer is also the peak season for
tropical storms and hurricanes.

The park is a wildlife and historical preserve; do not
disturb or remove any natural or historical object.
Firearms and other weapons and explosives are pro-
hibited. Pets must be physically restrained at all times.
Fires are allowed only in campstoves or designated
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grills. There are no lifeguarded beaches. If you swim
take along a friend. Be careful wading along the shore:
coral rock is sharp and animals such as spiny sea
urchins live in the shallows. Mosquitoes and other
biting insects are year-round residents. Their popula
tions are lowest from January to April. Always carry
insect repellent. If you are camping, be sure your tent
has bug-proof netting. Wear a waterproof sunscreen
to guard against sunburn.
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On the Water

EEMTRETETRIRATY
< The offshore watersof | Rules and Safety Tips
Navigating the waters of
iscayne can be tricky.
- Be sure to take adequate
round spot for recreation. precautions for your trip.
Saltwater fishing can be
enjoyed in all seasons. In
cean, marlin and

Presailing Checklist
Before leav

not use the map at left for
navigation. Let someone
Hon 1w
mers and divers.

expectto return

Safety Afloat The key to
safe boating in Biscayne
is to stay alert. Watch the
weather closely. Storms.
canmove extremely
quickly, bringing with

breaks suddenly. seek

Map Key to Navigational Aids
Water Depths

0-2 meters

(06 feet)

2-3.5 meters
(6-12 feet)

Shallows and Reefs
Coral reef near
Shoal or spoil area Water Surtace
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Whistie buoy Shipwreck

Nature trail
A rinitve campground

% Popular anchorage

the nearest safe harbor.
Be especially careful
when boating outside
marked channels. Re-
duce your speed over
shoals, reefs, and other
shallow areas. Don'tlet
your propeller drag and
scar the bay bottom.

Strong currents are com-
mon along the outer reefs
and in cuts between
keys. If you leave vour
boat to swim, be sure itis
well-anchored. Don't let
currents carry you away
from your boat

Watch for swimmers and

meters (300 feet) away.

Each year propellers kill

and woun

on the lookout for them in

the bay, channels, and
nals

Over 3.5 meters
(over 12 fost)
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deeper below water
urtace.

Starboard-hand
Port-hand spar
Lighthouse

Tower
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Boating Markers and Flags
Know signs, and flags.
Channel Markers (entering from seaward)

Some older markers.

"
Lights flash green

Regulatory Signs.

Lights flash red
and colors.

Speed Limit (No

Danger
> \./ wake—8 kph/5 mph)

Gale (62-87 kph

forecasts,
phone (305) 661-5065 or monitor
marine radio reports on

nels 1. 2, or 3. Channel 16 broad:
casts special weather warnings.

Storm Warning Flags
For

On the Keys

The keys can be reached

is available only on Elliott
Key.

Elliott Key Free boat

University Dock; call
(305) 247-PARK. Elliott
Key Visitor Centeris open
kends and intermit-
tently on weekdays. Ac-
tivity schedules and
exhibits are displayed

A campground with pi
nic tables and fire grills is
open on a first-come, first-

served basis. No fee is

On the Reefs

Exploring the reefs is

on the calmer patch reefs.

The park sells reef guide-
books at Elliott Key

nger.
uided snorkeling tours
are offere

Small 3061

kph/20-38 mph winds) 39-54 mph winds)

Storm or whole gale (88- Hurricane (winds
118 kph/74 mph or

ore)

s, [}

Rules and Safety Tips
The entire park is a wild-
life refuge, but the.
Arsenicker Keys are
particularly important as
abird nesting area:

not disturb these keys.

charged. Drinking water,
restrooms, and showers
are nearby. Backcountry
camping is allowe
permit only and popular
overnight anchorage
sites are located of fshore.
The island also has a self-
guiding nature trail

Adams Key A free boat

station is open inter-
mittently.

Sands Key  Backcoun-
try camping is allowed by
permit only. Popular over-
nightanchorage sites are
located offshore.

recognize as harmless.

Rules and Safety Tips | about hazards before
Whenever youvisitthe | venturing out.
reefs, exercise caution

Protecting the Reef
Protecting Yourself
Snorkelers and divers
must display the standard
diver's flag to warn boat-
ers of their presence. Be
wary of approaching
boats; propellers have in-
jured divers. Never swim
alone, and always have
one person stay on board.

Generally reef animals

or remove them

carefully. You might want

totalk with a ranger




