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SOUTHEY, CAROLINE ANNE, whose
maiden name was BOWLES, was the only
child of Captain Charles Bowles, of Buck-
land, near Lymington, where she was born
in 1787. Her earliest production was the
“ Birthday.” ¥or more than twenty years,
the writings of Caroline Bowles were anony-
mous, and although widely circulated and
warmly appreciated by the public, she was
a stranger by name, save to a few attached
admirers and friends; and it was not until
after the publication of ** Ellen Fitz-Arthur,”
and several of the pathetic novelettes which
she contributed to Blackwood’s Magazine
under the title of “ Chapters on Church-
yards,” that hername became known beyond
that limited circle. Among the first friends
attracted to her by her genius were the
poets Southey and Bowles; the former of
whom reviewed a volume of her poems in a
highly complimentary manner, before he
had any personal knowledge of its author,
and availed himself of other opportunities,
in the Quarterly Review and elsewhere, of
testifying his admiration of her genius. A
cordial friendship subsisted for more than
twenty yvears between Caroline Bowles and
Robert-Southey, and in 1839 she accepted
him as her husband. At the dale of the
marriage, Southey had been a widower two!
years; his former wife having been virtually
dead to him many more. On his death, Mrs
Southey was left with means insufficient to
provide her with the ordinary comnforts of
life ; but she was soon relieved from anxiety,
by being placed on the civil list for a pen-
sion of £200 a year. The order of MrsSouth-
ey’s works is as follows :—** Ellen Fitz-Ar-
thur,” a poem (1820) ; “ The Widow's Tale,”
and other poems (1822) ; ‘‘ Solitary Hours,”
prose and verse (1826); ‘‘Chapters on
Churchyards,” two vols. (1829); *“Tales of
the Factories,” and “ Robin Hood,” a frag-
ment, by the late Robert Southey and Caro-




