AsTLE, Thomas, as’-feZ, an English anti-
quary, the son of a farmer in Staffordshire,
who, in 1770, was appointed to manage the
printing of the ancient records of parhament
In 1775 he became chief clerk in the Record

office in the Tower, and on the decease of Sir
John Shelley, succeeded to the office of keeper
of the records. He wrote *“ The Origin and
Progress of Writing, as well Hleroglyphlc as
Elementary.” . 1803. JThe SRR
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