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Hooxk, Theodore Edward, /%oo%, a popular
humorist and playwright at the beginning of
the present century, son of James Hook, the
musical comboser, was remarkable in his youth
for his beauty, his sweet voice, and his quick
intelligence. He soon began to assist his
father by writing the words of ballads for him,
and was thus early made familiar with musical
and theatrical life before and behind the cur-
tain. He had been at Harrow for a short
period ; but on the death of his mother he left
it, and never went to a school again. It was
at one time intended to enter him at a college

at Oxford ; but, after some preliminary read- |

ing, he returned to London, where he quickly
began to write operas, farces, and published a
novel, ‘“The Man of Sorrow,” under an
assumed name. Hislight and joyous tempera-
ment, great conversational powers, and mar-
vellous talent as an ‘‘improvisatore,” made
Him the favourite of the most fashionable
society ; and it was while he was leading this
'ife of exuberant gaiety that he played off his
notorious ‘‘hoaxes;”” one of which, ‘‘ The
I“ rners Street hoax,” made a great sensation
.« the time. His social qualities attracted the
otice, and procured for him the patronage of
the Prince Regent, who caused him, in 1812,
o be appointed accountant general and trea-
urer to the Mauritius, he being then only
25 years of age. But in March, 1818, he was
arrested on a serious charge, a deficiency of
37,000 dollars having been discovered in the
colonial treasury chest

his charge, but great carelessness was proved
against him, it being shown, among other acts
of culpable neglect, that he was in th* habit of
Jeaving the keys of the treasure-chest with his
subordinates while he was away on parties of
pleasure. Between the years 1824 and 1836 he
wrote about thirty volumes of novels, which
were very successful, and which yielded him
large sums. He continued to lead the life of a
gay and fashionable man till July, 1841, when,
as he looked in the glass; when dining, he rose
and said, ‘“Ay, I see I look as I am; done up
in purse, in mind, and in body too, at last.
Henceforth he was confined to his room ; his
fine constitution and his great intellectual
powers had been worn out by the merciless
mode in which he had overtaxed them. His
novel of ““ Gilbert Gurney” contains an inter-
esting autobiographical sketch of himself. B. 1n
London, Sept. 22, 1788 ; D. at Fulham, Aug. 24,
1341, (2S¢




" Theodore Hook, his Sayings

anc-Doings, with Anecdctes of Contempos = ous Wits.””
‘There was a Gio* ded andiezcz, presidzd over by W. H.
Peters, Esq., of " Zarefield.

Lord LENNUX, who was warmly received, after a few
introductory re arks, said it could not be belleved that
the author of “ Bayings 6od Doings ” stood in jeopardy of
passing away rapidly from the memory of man ; for so
long as a taste for the lighter works of fiction endured,
¢ Gilbert Gurney ”’ and ** Jack Brag ”’ must ever take
high place and precedence in eyery Jibrary. But any esti-
mate of the powers of I'heodore Hook, drawn from hig
writings slone, must be inadequate and erroneous. As a
novelist, he had been often equalled, and occasionally sur-
passed ; aod whatever the eminence to which his published
woiks hed raised him, it was as nothing compared with
the position wkich, by virtue of his varied talents, and his
brilliant and noflagging wit, had been unhesitatingly con-
caded to himinsociety. As an improvisatore, he was unap-
proachable. But i% was precisely in these, 1ts higher
qualities, that his genius could not be apprecisted, save by
those who knew him. The fa'her of the gubject of the
lecture, Mr. James Hook, the well-known composer, waa
a native of Norwich. After being an organist in one of
the churches of bis native city, and subsequently being en-
gaged at the Marylebone Gardens, he finally se‘tled st
Vauxhall, Theodore Edward Hook was born on the 22nd
September, 1788, in Charlotte-sireet, Bedford Square,
London., He went to echool first in Sohe Square, was
next gent to a Doctor Curtis, ab Lynton, in Cambridgeshire,
and soon afterwards he wes fransferred to Harrow, but
returned home on the death of his mother in 1802. His
father was persuaded not to send him back to rchool, and
ere long his talents for singing and sovg-writing were turned
to account by the compiser. Thus Theodore, while but a
youth of sixteen, had the misfortana to have the enfrée of
the theatre, to be the pet of the green-room, and tke in-
dulged compsanion of a light-hearted raca of singers,
ectresses, and players, Hventusally, Theodore Hook was
entered at Baliol College, Oxford. Afier a residence of
one, or at most a couple of terms, Hook quitted Oxford.
Upon his returo to Liondon, the name of Theodore Hook
became most notorious, for the series of practical jokes or
hoaxes, which inexcusab'e as they must be considered,
were so Inexpressibly laudicrous in effect, as well as original
in conception, and were carried out with so unparalieled a
degree of impudencs, as to provoke the dullest of mortals
to mirth, Hook cimmenced—ais a very young man of
course—with the establishment of a museum, which boasted
the most complete collection of knockers,the finest specimens |
of slgn-painting, the most magnificent bunches of grapes,
the longest barbers’ poleg, and the largest cocked hats that
the Metropolis conld produce. (Laughter.) One of his most
successful achievements was the carrying off a gigantic
Highlander from the door of a tobacconist’s shop. These
jokes culminated in the best kuown and most daring—the
Berners-streeb hoax, perpetrated in 1809, which the noble
lecturer related wich infinite humour. In the art of pun-
ning Hook had no rival. His fun was exuberant and
spontaneous, and a sure test of the abssnce of artifice was
that he thoronghly revelled in it himself. His pans had
the merit of nndoubted originality, unequlvocal novelty,
and Instantaneous explosion. ILiord Lennox himself once
went down with Hook to Hpsom, and during the whole
journey be kept up a regular runniog fire of pun, aneciote,
song, and improviso. On the way his Lordship asked if
he had seen in the morning’s paper that the Exeter Theatre
was barnt down, whereupon Hoolk readily replied, * Oh,
yes, quite dramatic ; enfer a fire, exit a theatre.”” In 1813
Theodore Hook was presented with an appointment, which
promised to place him in easy circumstances for the re-
mainder of his life—that of Accountant-General and
Treasurer at Mauritius—worth about £2,000 per
annum. There for nearly five years he led a life of the
grestest disslpation, squandering thousands of pounds
away in gambling upon the race-conrse, which led to a
deficiency in his accounts, and defaleations amounting to.
£12,885. Hook wa3s sent to Xngland, and
landing at Portsmouth, a writ wss issued,
was arrested, and lodged in Shire Lane, London,
He was set at liberty in 1825, without in any way being
exonerated from his liability to the debt., The most fm-
portant event with which the name of Theodore Hook stocd
connected was, without question, the establishment of the
John Bull newspaper, and the universal, instantaneous, and
appreciable” effect produced on the great political move-
ments of tbe day by the appearance of that journal was
probably without a parallel. The paper set out with one

“specific okject—the extinction of Queen Cuiroline’s party,
known as the Braadenburg House party—and to accom-
_plish this, Hook’s varied talents, his wit and humour, his
sarcasm and bitterness, his keenness of argument, fiery
zeal, and unscrupulous daring, were all brought to bear
with concentrated energy upon the ranks of the opposition,
The success of Jokn Buil was complete and unexampled, but
its ocenpation was gore on the death of the Queen in 1821,
Mr. Hame, the great finaocial reformer, then became a
favourite butt. To these political equibs sace:eded ¢ Mra.
Ramshottom’s Letters,”’and Tucodore by degrees abandoned
himself to what after all was the natural bent of his
bamour, jovlel, joyons, extravagaunt, now rising to the
most pointed wit, now descending to the breadest farce,
occagionally diverging into persounality, bubt ceasing to
betray malice or bitternessin his mirth. Hook’s exuberancs
of fun, which was irrepressible, often led him to commit
actions and indulge in personal gatire perfectly unjustifi-
able. Among the many conversational men of the day—
the intellectual gi ants of a generation almost passed by,
whom Hook was in the habit of meeting—were George,
Colman, James Smith, the Rev. Richard Barham (In--
goldsby), the Rev. Edward Cannon, and Horace T wiss. -
In summing up the chsracter of Hook, the noble lecturer
sald he would not attempt to palliate his errors : to do so
would be most culsable. His career was chequered with
faults of a grave nature ; in addition to which it would be
dificalt to polnt toacy individual whoze disslpations Le
heen marked by such reckless imp 2




