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CEVTRE'S REFERE
 SUORES IR

Says Dan Reed and His
- Players WereResponsible
| for the Danville Riot.

Danville, Ky., November 22.
To the Fditor of the Commereial Tribune:

The Accounts of the trouble ari€ing from
the football game in Danville last Satur-
day, as in Sunday’s C 1
Tribune, are so much exaggerated and
{jone-sided that I send you the following
account of what actually happened with
| the/ causes therefor. As referece of the
game, I was able to see things as they ac-
‘tually happened better than the reporters
on the side lines.

The responsibility for the rough work
seen in the game and the unfortunate end-
ing of it rests primarily with some of the
Cincinnati players, and especially with
the umpire, Mr. Hoffman, who accompa-
nied the team. From the very first scrim-
mage there was open off-side play and
slugging on the part of the Cincinnati
team, which the umpire repeatedly re-
fused to notice. When an umpire allows
such work to continue there is sure to re-
sult-a rough game of football. After hav-
ing endured repeated hammering from his
opponént and appealed in vain to the um-
pire, e, of the Centre team, returned
a blow, for which he was immediately
put out of the game. No one could object
to this. But the failure of the umpire to
notice the work which had given occasion
to the act of retaliation on the part of
‘Ware plainly showed the intention of the
Cincinnati team, with the help of their
umpire, to arouse the Centre players to,
such very acts and then have them put
out of the game.

The slugging of the Cincinnati team was
So open as to be plainly visible from the
‘side lines, and the Chief of Police inter-
rupted the game long enough to warn
one of them that for such rough work
‘he was liable to arrest. The play must be
very evidently rough when a policeman
sees it from the slde and interferes.

A few minutes later another Centre
player returned a blow, for which he was
immediately disqualified by the umpire.’
But the latter still refused to notice more
flagrant slugging on the part of the Cin-
cinnati team. Seeing that the umpire had
no intention of disqualifylng any of the
Cincinnati players for similar offenses, L
refused to allow the game to proceed.
‘When one side repeatedly indulges in un-
lawful means without any penallzation
football loses respectability and ceases to
be a game.

As the two teams, along with the spec-
tators, started to leave the field, three or
four became involved in personal encoun-
ters. The police rushed to stop it, and for
a few seconds it looked as if there was to
be a free fight. When the participants
were separated, two of the Cincinnatl’
players had been knocked to the ground.
One had been hit by a policeman’s club
and the other by a Centre substitute, who
dealt the blow in return for an unprovoked
assault. According to the accounts glven
the papers by the Cincinnatl team, one
of these was Coach Reed. If this be true,
he must have been playing in the game
under an assumed name. This would be
in IJeeping with his reputation of being
an unsportsmanlike athlete. Ever. since
he has been the coach his team has had
the reputation of being the roughest in
this part of the country. The filés of
| the Cincinnati papers, as well as the tes-
timony of opposing teams, afford ample
|| proof as to the correctness of this state-
| ment. On the other hand, the Centre team
 has a reputation of just the opposite char-
acter. /Phe Captain of the Vanderbilt
University team spoke of them a few
weeks ago as the most gentlemanly set of
players they had been against.

After the game Umpire Hoffman vir-
tually admitted the fact that he was re-
sponsible for not penalizing the Cincinnat{
team by his attempted explanation. Tle
admitted that the left guard had been
gullty of what is known as “hacking,’
.| and claimed that he did not disqualify
| him because he did not see him slug with
his flst. Unfortunately for his explana-
tion, the effect on an opponent’s face is
about the same and the rules are care-
fully worded to prevent this very thing,
the penalty being i ediate disqualifica-

on.

And now a few words in regard to the
most flagrant misstatements in the article
in the Sunday Commercial Tribune.

1. There were no knives or pistols seen.

2, The statement that the Centre players
were enraged because the game was go-
ing against them is not only false, but
absurd. All the playing was in Cincinnalti's
territory. They were never able to bring
the ball on the other side of the field.

3. That no blood flowed until the game
| had been called is untrue. The slugging
at the very beginning was such that the
right guard of the Centre team had his
face covered with blood nearly the whole
time of play.

4. The game stopped, not because the
Cincinnati players refused to go on with
it, but because they were backed up in
their slugging tactics by the umpire. The
rules make mno provision for such case.
It is simply assumed that football will
not be played under such circumstances.
There was no attack made at the hotel
or on thg way to the station.

The Centre College authorities are very
much chagrined that such an
could possibly take place on their grounds,
but they have no apology to make to the
Cincinnati team. They do apologize to the
football world for having scheduled a
game with such a set of players as rep-
resented Cincinnati University. Sincerely.
yours, CLARENCE M’'C. GORDON,
Professor of Physics in Centre College.
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