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Brief Biography of my newphew
George W, Canary, JTr.
My dear Mother, Mrs. John Joseph McMehon,Sr.,was waiting in the reception room near the Maternity
Department of Sts. Mary and Elizabeth nospitel, 12th magnolia Streets, Louisville, K¥e, and said to my

beloved brother-in-law, George W. Ganary, Sr., ¥ How is she?" meaning my sister, Catherine, and George ST.,

said
replied, not quite understending the words of Mother," Did you say a Boy" -- and thanks be to God in &

few minutes the Nurse ceme and said ™ you have a son" and George 8r., and my Mother were quite happy

with George W, Canary Jr, and his Mother. He was not a pretty baby, as some new babies are for he was
quite long and thin, He was the first grandson on both sides of the families-liciishcn and Canary and
therefore was honored muchly for that, "Somny" as he was affectionately named by the family was born

on August 28th, Monday ebout & A.M. /f 22 on; member of the ichahon femily was enjoying her vacation

at Washington, D.C. and when the special delivery letter sent by her brother John Joseph Mcliahon, JT's,
ceme, Mary, rushed home as she was to be the God-Mother, "Sonny" was mot christened until .Septembe;
10th however, at St. Charles Baromeo Church, West Chestnut Street, Louisville, Ky. {

George and Catherine Cenary, were then living on the corner of 23rd snd broadway in a small apartmei/m.

The furniture was just about pald for and they were beginning to see easy times ahead- and with "Sonny®
the home was & joy. He was quite fond of his @randmother Mciahon and when his parents weht out of
evenings, he stayed snugly in his Grandmother’s ams and would roll his pretty eyes at you and slmost

say, "Look et me and talk but do not teke me from my Grandmother®= and truly he always loved her and

never cried when she held him. By this time he had put on some flesh , gained weight and was a

pretty baby. His first Christmas was wonderful-he got things the poor child could never use

and agein his Grandmother MciMahon backed'most of these things. His second Christmes was in the home
built by his parents at ©76 South L3rd street} and 1 believe it was this Christmes he got his first
electric train, Now, Sonny, was an infant, incapable of running an electric train, but George Sr., saw
that the train ren and the little cousins, Helen Francis, end Juaniter enjoyed the train, His @randdother
always saw he had the best in clothes=his little suit of blue, navy Style, his warm baby clothes and truly
by this time he seemed much older than a baby. I‘ quite remember of going down one Saturdey afternocgy
and the ground had been covered with a deep snow for two days and taking him for a ride on his sj ed}and
Sonny just smiled and seemed quite happy-not the least bit afraid of the snow nor how long 4 kffept him out,
i1t was a pleasure to go after him on several occasions and bring him to our home for the eveSning= he
certainly knew "something was up"” but alweys with a smile and mot too rushy-not the least exfeited would
he paddle along with me to get the car at 43rd and ride up to 1l6th Proadwey with me. His ifiother would
say " Do not give him« Coca uolas"j 1 seid nothing but hurried on’and «. thene Sonny and Jif had our

Coca Coles at the store at 16th and Broadway and some candy too. i

His first playmates were his Mother esnd Father-he was not permitted to play with chifidren for a long

time with the exceptions of his cousins and especieslly his first cousins, Juanita lMcjiiahon, now Mrs. Gordon
Pollock and Helen Frances kichahon, now Mrs. Glem A\lbrey‘.




pege 2 ( biogrephy of George E, Canary, Jr, continued)

His next big playmates were his Aunts end Uncles. Joseph Mclahon, his Mother's brother teased him all

the time, another uncle, Jefferson Mckiahon loved him, and two more Uncles, Jamés and John who are twins

Were very prouc of him, Sonny's:!maternal grandfather, John Joseph Mc Mahon , died when his liother

was still in the grammer grades in school., His paternal grandfather, Mr. Canary, had died

also before his birth so he saw only his grapdmothers icuehon, and Canary, An uncle, Thpmas Canary,

died in the Military Service during World War 1 in Texas and Sonny missed seeing him, H;;plenty of

relatives to entertein him, and all were devoted to him but none more so than his "Aunt mMary” who loved

him dearly and still does=- it was her delight to take him enywhere, He was just about two years old when

his rather got "rasses" for the pig Circus and so she took him (Aunt kary did) and kary Jusnite,, his first

cousin, to this paticular ecircus, They nust see everything and so this Aunt took the middle seats of the
s ;ggﬁt plain board seats, bleacher style at the Circus, She soon realized they would fall.down th%ough
the spaces between the rough boards, so she tried the second row from the fromt- ny, my, worse, for wijen the
elephents camme by with their immense bodies end the camels and horses and chariots-she held her breath at

times but "Sonny" and his cousin "Juanita” hed the time of their lives- were they afraid? "noj *No§ however,

the Aunt wes- and that was the last circus she took them to attend but not the last time{%o take "Somn

\~

ey
oute it was this Bunt who insisted on taking him to town to get his hair cut at "levy'sh it was. 8 fo
s

€o there and "Wow" “Wow",how Sonny did bawl when he got his hair cut. His @randmother Mchahon decided
he needed a new spring coat- again $his Aunt and his liother took him to try coats and hats on=- but Somny
was not in much of a mood for coats and hats., They finmnallypurchased & coat and hat,

His Mother and Father carried him to the best picture shows on Fourth Street before he was a year old.
Tuesday was "Fay Night” and this ®aunt® and his Mother went to the show at the iMajestic, or Kentucky

or Mary Anderson Tmeaters nearly every Tuesday night and "Sonny" wént also. Not a whimper out of him=-

sat with us until the show was over and George got off from work and met us and we had refreshments)
sometimes at Thompson's Cafeteria-used to be near 4th sroedway, and there was another place &long there
we ate too but L have forgotten the name,. :

The new home wes the pride of his Grandiother Memahon= she loved it on /43rd Street and it was she who
advised.ueorge and Catherine to undertake the burden~ this home was the first to g0 up on the West sid

Of 43rd near sroadway, No streets at first- no grass anywhere, just mud, but in a year or two the grass
came with the new homes and trees were planted. The pine and cedar trees at the home now, (this is 1948)
were planted as very small trees in 192;)and now are quite tall,and have been topped and trimmed several
times,

Aunt mary enjoyed the new home-used to bring her friends thewe and in Februarysor L should say Jan, 23rd
1923, the crowd Catherine and George knew and Aunt liary all pitched in and gave George Sre, & birthday
Surprise Party, Those were the days- roll up the pretiy new rugs, turn on the Victrolia and dance and
play games. Another big party wes given the £irst fall they moved there- the L& erowd, where Aunt sary

worked gave & hike at Shawnee Park and afterwards they all came to the basement of the new home and had




weiners and etc, and a pleasant egening.

1% was about tiis time that George W. Canary,Srig,beloved mother, urs, myrtle Ganary, considered buying a new
home on 43rd Street., She finally did, rented her old home on 36th Street and satyyn Canery and herself built
& modern,.five room house at 684 South 43rd, a few doors from Sonnye. vivien Uanary o'Sullivan also purchased
& home on the seme squere and rented it out, vivian is Sonny's rather's sister., katryn Canary is also Sonny's

Aunt, In this way Sonny could see his Grandmother Uanary quite often and she told me, the writer of this, that

he was always a good child, even in his play-iﬁﬁzhever wanted to fight or quarrel. 1 think she often watched him

from the window when Sonny was not conscious of ite.

Aﬂ;v lary decided to be a Sister of Charity of Nazareth, Kentucky and left her dear Mother, brothers and Sisters
and her beloved "Somny" on September 23rd, 1927 and entered the Novitiate at nezareth, She is now stationed in
1948 at St. Joseph Hospital, Lexington, Ky., '‘end it is here she is writing these stories of the "Sonny" still her

beloved God-Child and nephew,
















Thursday,

Dear Aunt lMary,

Reciewed your letter just a few minutes ggo and wes
pleased to hear from you, I know Just about when we will shéve off but
I can't tell you for you know the army, I thought that liom and Peanuts
would leswe last Tuesday but they chhnged the plans and décide to stay.

I thought that ( and the orders came out ) I couldn't get out any more
and that vistors could no longer come on the base. llonday nite a new
order came out and it canceled¢ the old one, So I Just fan'ta say when

lom and Peanuts will leave for Y m, If I had my way, Iwould never send

my wife home D I have to help win the wars.

I will write you aBain before I 4 shove off. As yc

know, I'm ying over and it will only take & y short time to g
over that waj We are so busy getting things i sha and preparing
to leave this base, I'11 have to meke this a short ] this time f
I have so meny t hings to do, officially and personel. Just keep up

prayers for me and call lom a whole lot en she gets home. I'm glad

I
e
(0]

know th you are fekling much better 1d 4 ) that you will be ok in

very short time.
Jones is calling me

ime I'1]1 w g :
on the other sid lom wil ive you
herself the Gov God Bless you

you very :
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ol @Iﬁmﬂg of @hrist the King

Sunday; €-7;° 724 S. 44th Street

SDCOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY.

Banns of Matrimony; First time between George Canary Jr, of Christ
The King and llary Le Verne Meyer of St, Columba's.
First time between Willlam Charles Dieruf Jr, of Ste
Agnes Church and Adele Evelyn Kolb of this Parish,

Blessed VirginguSedality; Next Sunday Communion day for the Junior

and Senlor Sadalities g = Mayer-—Canary ng this
week. Juniop méeting a i

#
Miss Mary , LaVerne Mayer,
1 ¥ N) daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George
TN g - " Yy B
BINGO Ne_.EiFriuay figaorat 8; * geolld;s:e;,v agine:;lah;: C;::Zre Bingo
parties put 15the att |Q\ married (at 4:30 p.m. Thursday| W€ will
be forced to discontin (g>.in San Antonio, Texas, His par-
ents "a%g:;ied the wedding.
A TTT o % | The | le wore an aquamarine
CATHOLIC TREATRE GUILD pressnts "1 § suit with brown accessories and
. D o L [} orchids. Cadet Canary and Mrs.
83530 P.ll. at ioman's C N\ ;. Canary will live in_San Antonio.

. 17th,
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Mr, and “Mrs. George J. Mayer
announce the erigagement of’their
daughter, Miss Mary LaVerne
Mayer, to Aviation Cadet George
W. Canary, Jr., son of Mr. and
Mrs. George W. Canary. The
wedding will take place .in
February in San Antonio, Texas"
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/' w TUEBAY, APRIL 24
; '
MEOZIVED A LETTER FAGI YOU TGDAY AND YOU ABKED BOUT THE
SHORTAGE OF MAIL "ROM Y OID OF THINOMW. RIALLY, N THE PAST COUPLE OF
VONTHS (WOLE WAB AEALLY KEPT WX GOIND MIGHT AND DAY. | NOT OMLY 0O MY
OUN BORK EACH DAY, BUT BRITE FOR THE FUBLIC AELATIONS DEPT,=—cARMY NEWS
RELEASES TO THE PAPERS. 20 YOU CAN SEE THAT 19% HUNCHED OVER A 0
TYPEWRITER ALL DAY LONS AMD LUOKY TO POUND OUT A LETTER TO THE FAMILY,
80, PLEASE DON'T BE ANBRY IF AT TIMES YOU DO m HEAR FROM ME—==-SOME ONE
SAID WAT THZAE 1S A WAR ON WIhLLVWlT. OF COURSE THWERE I8
‘tllnun.m'w"m'mmm”mm-
PEOPLE ON THEWOME FRONT DO NOT REALIZE THE SHOCK IT
WAS TO TME ARMY TO NEAR OF PRES, IMI:VII.T'I‘ SUDDEN DEATH. HE WAS OUR
COMMANDER 1N, CHIEF AND REALLY LOOKED OUT FOR HIS BOYS IN UNIFORM, A FEW
DAYS AFTER THIS, | RECEIVED ANOTHER BLOW AT THE DEATH OF MY FAVORITE
WAR CORRSEPOMNBBENT=~EANIE PYLE, OUR COUNTRY HAS REALLY LOST TWO GREAT
VEN THIS PAST MONTH, TWO MEN THAT WiLL GO DOWN IN HISTORY AS, ONE THE
BREATEST STATESMAN AND THE OTHER=ec=A MAN WHO MAS DONE MORE FOR JOURNAL ISM
AND THE UNITING OF THE HOME FRONT WITH THE BOYS AT THE FRONT, THAN ANY
OTHER MAN. ERNIE PYLE SEEMED LIXE A CLOSE FRIEND OF MINE AND WIS
COLUMNS WERE WORE LIKE LETTERS THAN SOMETHING IN A NEWSPAPER, BOME DAY,

|legwutenumuu | WILL WRITE MORE AT SUCH TIME THAT |
CAN, 300 BLESS YOU,

HAVE YOU PLLED N HAVE YOU FILLED N compLETE
ADORESS AT TOP? /I /\ l [ ADDRESS AT TOP?

DEAR AUNT WIRY,










